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PROCEEDINGS 

of 

THE  TRAVANCORE  SRI  CHITRA  STATE  COUNCIL. 

( OFFICIAL  REPORT } 

SECOND  COUNCIL. 

VOLUME  X,  NUMBER  1. 

FIRST  SESSION  193711112. 


Monday ,  the  21st  Jims,  1937j7th  Mitliunam,  1112: 


The  Council,  met  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at  Twelve- 
thirty  of. the  Clock,  the  President,  Saehivottama  Sir  C.  P.  Rarna- 
•swami  Aiyar,  k.  c.  I.  E.,  Dewai:  of  Travancore,  presiding. 

OATH  OF  OFFICE. 

President:  l,  C.  P.  Eamaswami  Aiyar,  Ex-officio  President 
of  this  Council,  solemnly  affirm  that  I  will  he  faithful,  and  loyal  to 
His  Highness  the  Maharaja  of  Travancore,  to  His  Majesty  the  King 
Emperor  of  India,  and  to  their  heirs  and  successors,  and  that  I  will 
faithfully  discharge  the  duty  upon  which  I  am  about  to  enter. 

The  President  then  signed  the  Roll. 

—  The  following  members  then  took  the  oath  and  signed  the 
Roll : — 

1.  Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib, b.  a.,  b.  l.,  {Trivandrum 

and  Nedumangad  cum  Chirayinkil). 

2.  Mr.  M.  K.  Ananthasiva  Aiyar,  {Nominated), 

3.  Mr.  M.  S.  Auirudhan,  b.  a.,  b.  l.,  (Karima  gap  ally, 

■Kartikapcdhj  and  Ambalapuzha  cum  Shertalla). 

4.  Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai,  B.  A.,  is,  l.,  (Tovala  cum 

Agastisvaram). 

5.  Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi,  b.  a.,  b.  l.,  ( Kant - 
-  nagapcdly,  Kartikapally  and  Ambalapuzha  cum  Shertcdla ). 

6.  Mr.  N.  V.Chacko,  b.  a.,  b.  l  ,  (Parur,  Kunnatnad  and 

Muvattupuzha  cum  Devicolam ) . 
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7.  Mr.  C.  Y.  Chaudrasekharan,  M.  A.,  (Oxon)  F.  R,  h.  s.% 

{Special  University  Officer). 
8  Mr.  R.  Dhanukoti  Pillai.,  b.  a,,  (Oxon)  ( Conservator  oj 

Forests ). 

9.  Mr.  A.  Easwara  Pillai,  B.  A„  b.  l.,  {Kottarakara  and 

Pattanapuram  cum  Shencotta). 

10.  Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath,  b,  a.,  ( Kalhulam  and  Vilamnkod 

cum  heyyattinkara). 

11.  Mr.  P.  R.  Godavarma  Raja,  m.  a.,  b.  l  ,  ( Edavaga ) 

12.  Mr.  K.  N.  Govindan,  b.  a.,  (Ag.  Secretary  to  Government). 

13.  Mr.  M.  Govindan,  b.  a.,  b.  l.,  ( Nominated ). 

14.  Mr.  M.  Govinda  Pillai,  b.  a.,  (Ag.  Anchal  Superintendent). 

15.  Mr.  Haji  Hassan  Yacoob  Sait  ( Commerce  and  Industry, 

Forth). 

16.  Mr.  Eric  Hall  ( Travancore  Planters). 

17.  Mr.  James  Fletcher  b.  a.,  ll.  b.,  m.  l.,  ( Kalhulam  and 

Vilavankod  cum  Neyyaitinkara). 

18.  Mr.  James  Simpson  m.  b.  oh.  b.,  ( Darhar  Physician). 

19.  Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju  ( Nominated ). 

20.  Mr.  Abdul  Tayeb  Sheikh  Kaderbhoy  ( Commerce  and 

Industry ,  South). 

21.  Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Resavan  Nail1,  b.  a.,  b.  u.,  (  Trivan¬ 

drum  and  Nedumangad  cum  Chirayinkil). 

22.  Mr.  T.  K.  Kittan,  {V  aikam,  Kottayam  and  Changana- 

chery  cum  Peermade). 

23.  Mr.  Korah,  b.  a.,  b.  l  ,  {Vaikani,  Kottayam  and  Changa- 

nachery  cum  Peermade). 

24.  Mr.  C.  S.  Krishuaswami  Aiyar,  ai.  a.,  (Ag.  Chief  Ac¬ 

count  Officer). 

25  Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai,  b.  a.,  b,  l.,  ( Quilon  cum 
Kunnathw) . 

26.  Mr.  K.  K.  Kuruvilla  M.  a.,  b.  d.,  (J Jaoelikara  and 

Tiruoalla  cum  Pattanamtitta). 

27. '  Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail,  b.  a.,  ll.  b.,  {Nominated). 

28.  Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar,  ( Parur ,  Kunnatnad  and 

Muvattupuzha  cum  Devicolam). 

29.  Mr.  K,  K.  Narayana  Aiyar,  b.  a.,  m.  sc.,  (u.  s.  a.)  f.  as., 

(Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries). 

30.  MivKallur  Narayana  Pillai,  ( Mavehkarq  and  TirUvalla 

cum  Pattanamtitta). 

31.  Mr.  R.  K.  Padmanabha  Pillai,  f.  r,  s.  a.,  (Director  of 

Registration). 

32.  Mr.  K.  Paramesvara  Pauickar,  b.  a.,  b.  l.,  (Secretary  to 

Government), 
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33.  Mr.  r.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  b.  a.,  b.  l.,  (Ag.  Registrar  of 

Co-operative  Societies). 

34.  Mr.  P.  I.  Simon,  b.  a.,  b.  l,  {Municipal  Councils). 

35.  Mr.  11.  V.  Thomas,  b.  a.,  b.  l.,  ( Todupuzha  cum 

Minachil). 

36.  Mr.  C.  N.  Thuppan  Namboodiri,  ( Travancore  Jenmies). 

37.  Mr.  P.  N.  Krishna  Pillai,  b.  a.,  b.  l.,  (Nominated). 


PANEL  OF  CHAIRMEN. 

President :  Under  Rule  3  (1)  of  the.Travancore  Legislative 
Eules  I  have  nominated  the  following  members  to'  form  the  Panel 
of  Chairmen  for  this  session  of  the  Council : — 

1.  Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai,  b.  a.,  b,  l. 

2.  Mr-  M.  Govindan,  b.  a,,  b.  l. 

Election  of  Members  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  the 
Standing  Finance  Committee,  the  Economic  Development  Board, 
and  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

President:  The  next  item  in  the  agenda  is  the  election  of 
members  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  the  Standing  Finance 
Committee,  the  Economic  Development  Board  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  The  elections  will  be  conducted  with  Mr.  Kottur 
Kunjukrishna  Pillai  in  the  Chair  aud  the  results  duly  reported.  The 
House  will  now  adjourn  and  meet  with  the  other  House  at  the  Joint 
Session  at  3  r.  m. 

The  council  adjourned  at  1-1  p.  m. 

JOINT  SITTING  OF  THE  SRI  CHITRA  STATE  COUNCIL 
AND  THE  SKI  MULAM  ASSEMBLY. 

The  joint  sitting  met  at  3  p.  m.  with  the  Dewan-President  in 
the  Chair.  Mr.  C.  P.  Skrine,  Resident  for  the  Madras  States,  was 
present,  seated  by  the  side  of  the  President  on  the  platform. 

President  :  Mr.  Resident,  members  of  the  Sri  Chitra  State 
Council  and  Sri  Mulam  Assembly, 

Before  I  commence  addressing  the  members  it  is  my  duty  and 
my  privilege  to  express  to  you  on  behalf  of  His  Highness  the 
Maharaja  his  congratulations  aud  good  wishes.  It  is  his  hope  and 
his  confident  expectation  that  the  labours  of  the  two  Houses  of  the 
Travancore  Legislature  will  be  fruitful  of  the  best  results  for  the 
State  as  a  whole.  .  ■■  ■ 
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[President.] 

.Now,  honourable  members  of  the  State  Council  and  Legisla¬ 
tive  Assembly,  I  have  ventured  to  call  you  together  in  virtue,  of 
Section  8  under  which  I  have  the  right  of  addressing  the  members 
of  the  Council  and  the  Assembly  at  a  joint  sitting.  I  have  done 
so  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  borne  in  upon  me  that  it  is  my  obliga¬ 
tion— as  it  undoubtedly  is  ray  pleasant  privilege— to  tell  you  ex¬ 
actly  what  has  been  clone  during  the  months  that  have  elapsed  since 
the  sessions  of  the  last  Assembly  and  the  last  Council  and  since 
their  dissolution  until  now,  and  to  tell  you  not  only  what  has  been 
done  but  what  will  be  the  programme  in  the  immediate  future  of 
the  Government. 

And,  before  I  discharge  that  task  it  is  next  my  very  pleasant 
duty  to  communicate  to  the  members  of  the  two  Houses  the  feli¬ 
citations  and  good  wishes  of  Sir  Mahomed  Habifcnllah,  my  immedi¬ 
ate  predecessor,  of  Sir  M.  Krishnan  Nair,  of  Mr.  T.  Kaghaviah,  of 
Mr.  T.  Austin,  and  of  other  eminent  individuals.  They  have  all 
joined  in  expressing  their  confident  anticipation  that  the  members 
of  the  two  Houses  will  justify  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  by  the 
electorates  in  the  case  of  elected  members,  and  by  the  Government 
and  the  public  in  the  case  of  the  nominated  members,  and  that  they 
will  make  good  in  every  way. 

I  am  very  glad  to  announce  to  you  that  Their  Highnesses  will 
be  returning  in  four  days  to  their  Capital,  after  a  tour  which 
had  been  undertaken  not  merely  for  the  sake  of  rest  or  of  pleasure, 
but  which  has  been  educative  and  informative  in  the  highest  sense. 
I  aua  sure  that  all  of  you  will  join  with  me  in  hoping  that  they  will 
come  back  refreshed  and  that  His  Highness  will  be  enabled  by 
virtue,  of  the  experience  that  he  has  gained,  by  virtue  of  the  studies 
that  he  has  made,  to  help  the  State  iu  its  work  and  make  a  contri¬ 
bution  as  great  as  in  the  past-  it  cannot  be  greater  than  one  he  has 
already  done— to  the  progress  and  the  prosperity  of  the  State. 

Now,  it 'falls  to  me  to  appeal  to  you  all,  to  the  elected  as  well 
as  the  nominated  members  including  the  official  for  helpful  co¬ 
operation  and  constructive  criticism  in  the  very  difficult,  and  the 
very  responsible  tasks  that  confront  you  and  me  alike.  My  work 
will  be  imperfect,  will  be  very  difficult  indeed  if  I  do  not  have  that 
co-operation  and  that  discriminating  and  instructed  support  which 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  can  supply  as  accredited  represent¬ 
atives  of  the  people  of  the  State.  It  is  my  duty  also  to  appeal  to 
you  for  harmony  in'tr  se,  for  co-operation  inter  se,  and  for  concent¬ 
ration  on  the  great  tasks  that  are  before  us  and  that  cannot  but 
unite  us,  and  not  cn  the  little  things  that  divide.  It  has  been  a 
matter  of  sincere  gratification  to  every  one  interested  in  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  State  -as  it  must  have  been  to  all  of  you— to  see  that  the 
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recent  elections  have  taken  place  in  a  peaceful  atmosphere.  I  must 
here  acknowledge  with  a  lively  gratitude  the  'unstinted  support 
that  I  have  received  from  the  Legislature,  the  Press  and  the  public 
of  Travancore  which  have  made  my  task  much  lighter  than  it 
w’ould  have  been  otherwise.  It  speaks  volumes  for  the  good  sense 
of  the  people  of  Travancore,  lor  their  political  consciousness  and 
their  political  maturity,  of.  judgment  that  elections  in  which  rival 
interests  of  various  communities  and  groups  had  their  play  and 
strong  personal  interests  also  came  into  operation,  did  not  lead  to 
any  troubles  or  overt  disharmony  but  that,  distend,  on  the  whole 
the  elections  went  off  not  only  without  incident  but  in  an  atmos¬ 
phere  of.  general  peacefulness  although  political  controversy  wras 
undoubtedly  often  acutely  in  evidence.  It  is  also  a  matter  for 
profound  satisfaction  that  in  the  country  at  large  to-day  it  can  be 
asserted  with  some  confidence  that  all  the  communities  realise  alike 
that  the  tasks  in  front  of  them  are  so  great,  imminent  and  so 
urgent,  that  there  is  no  room  for  small  bickerings  and  small 
rancours,  that  the  energies  of  every  individual  and  every  commu¬ 
nity,  must  be  harnessed  to  that  great  task  and  that  urgent 
endeavour. 

Now,  I  propose,  in  the  short  time  which  I  shall  allow  myself, 
to  tell  you  exactly  what  has  been  done  in  certain  directions  by  the 
State  and  what  the  State  proposes  to  do  in  the  immediate  future. 
Firstly,  with  regard  to  the  progress  of  industrial  and  agricultural 
development.  Some  time  ago,  addressing  the  previous  Legislature, 
I  ventured' to  say  that  the  State  made  a  very  great  difference  bet¬ 
ween  three  kinds  of  activities.  The  first  of  them  dealt  with  public 
utilities  of  a  paramount  character,  public  utilities  such  as  the  supply 
of  good  water,  proper  sanitary  conditions  and  light  and  air.  Al¬ 
most  on  the  same  plane  is  the  provision  of  cheap  power  for  indus¬ 
trial  purposes.  As  to  this  we  have  embarked  on  a  definite  pro¬ 
gramme.  These  are  things  which  are  fundamental  necessities.  Lot 
on  the  same  plane  as  those  necessities,  but  hardly  less  important 
from  the  point  of  view  of  commercial  and  industrial  progress,  is  the 
problem  of  transport,  transport  by  road,  by  rail,  by  sea  and  by 
canal.  The  policy  of  the  Travancore  Government  has  been,  and 
will  be,  to  regard  these  as  State  enterprises  or  State  obligations, 
namely,  the  supply  of  power,  the  supply  of  good  water,  the  bringing 
into  existence  of  proper  public  health  conditions  and  the  provision 
of  cheap,  efficient  and  safe  transport. 

But  there  is  another  class  of  undertakings  which  may  be  said  to 
be  experimental.  There  are  certain  nascent  industries,  there  are 
certain  possibilities  of  development  in  w'hich  private  initiative  cannot 
do  much  to  start  with,  unless  initial  encouragement  were  given. 
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[President] 

Thus,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  rubber  manufacture,  although 
rubber  was  at  hand,  it  required  Government  initiative  anl  push  and 
therefore  the  Government  of  Travnncoro  started  making  rubber 
goods.  But  these  experiments  are  not  and  should  not  be  an  cud  in 
themselves.  These  experiments  should  not  develop  into  commercial 
undertakings  in  which  the  Government  does  business  for  the  sake 
of  getting  profit.  It  is  neither  good  for  the  State  nor  lor  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  therefore  as  soon  as  such  experiments  have  ended  in  com¬ 
parative  success,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  hand  over  these,  ex¬ 
periments  to  private  enterprise  and  the  results  of  these  experiments 
must  be  made  available  to  others  to  do  the  best  they  can;  in  other 
■words,  Government  should  at  the  right  time  give  place;  to  private 
enterprise.  It  is  on  those  lines  that  certain  experimental  endeavours 
have  been  made  by  this  Government. 

Lastly,  there  are  commercial  undertakings  in  which,  albeit,  that 
the  Government  may  choose  to  exercise  some  kind  of  supervision, 
some  kind  of  control,  lessening  the  control  as  time  rolls  by,  vet  the 
Government’s  duty  and  its  obligation  will  only  bo  to  see  that  things 
are  properly  done  and  that  the  public  interests  are  safeguarded  and 
othevwi-eto  leave  private  enterprise  to  evolve  these  enterprises 
along  the  best  lines. 

Having  those  principles  in  mind,  the  State  had  to  deal  with  tin; 
question  of  two  or  three  enterprises  which  had  been  giving  consi¬ 
derable  trouble  and  anxiety  to  the  State.  There  is  what  was  culled 
the  Thackalay  Sugars — a  business  started  under  good  auspices,  lmt 
which  somehow  failed  to  make  good.  There  was  a  lot  of  difficulty 
in  regard  to  the  functioning  of  the  Thackalay  Sugars.  Government 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  all  the  possible  disabling  factors  in  its 
working  must  be  removed.  What  were  they  ?  The  Tmvaucore 
Sugars  dealt  with  jaggery  produced  from  the  palmyra.  In  that 
enterprise  there  was  a  powerful  competition  exercised  by  another 
agency  which  practically  holds  a  dominant  position  in  South  Indian 
Sugar  Industry— Messrs.  Parry  and  Co.  They  hold  a  great  position 
in  the  north  of  theiMadras  Presidency  and  they  hold  almost  the.  same 
position  in  the  south  also.  When  we  wanted  jaggery  to  produce 
sugar,  we  could  not  get  it  throughout  the  year  "  because  of  their 
competition.  The  result  was  that  that  factory  was  working  for  five 
or  six  months  of  the  year  and  could  not  woik  "during  the  rest  of  the 
period.  The  waste  products  of.  the  Travaneore  Sugars  Avere  not 
being  utilised  as  they  might  be  in  such  undertakings  as  the  distill¬ 
eries.  The  Sugars  worked  as  a  separate  undertaking.  The  alcohol 
that  Avas  produced  in  the  distilleries  was  not  being  utilised  as  it 
might  be  for  pharmaceutical  and  chemical  purposes.  In  order 
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to  obviate  waste  and  to  concentrate  effort,  Government  enter¬ 
ed  into  negotiations  with  Messrs.  Parry  and  Co.,  and  certain  other 
gentlemen  in  Travancore.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  within  a  week  a 
company  will  be  floated  in  Travancore  with  a  capital  of  Rs.  20 
lakhs.  Now  I  want  to  say  that  it  was  possible  for  the  Travancore 
Government  to  get  Rs.  20  lakhs  put  down  on  the  table.  But,  the 
Government  of  Travancore  are  wedded  to  the  policy  of  making 
these  enterprises  Travancore  enterprises  to  the  fullest  extent 
possible.  And  therefore  a  Travancore  Company  will  be  floated. 
To  the  extent  to  which  Travaneoreans  rise  to  the  occasion  and  take 
shares  in  the  Company,  Travancore  will  have  a  share  in  the  enter¬ 
prise.  If  they  do  not  tike  shares,  the  Company  will  go  on.  But 
I  know  that  this  contingency  need  not  be  contemplated  because  I 
am  glad  to  announce  that  certain  important  men  in  Travancore 
have  come  to  our  aid  and  have  practically  underwritten  all  the 
amount  that  is  necessary.  The  idea  of  Government  was  that  this 
ought  to  be  no  longer  a  Government  undertaking  and  that  it 
should  be  handed  over  to  private  agencies.  If  Government  manage 
it,  how  can  they  undertake  to  do  commcrical  work  ?  How  can 
Government  advertise  adequately  and  how  can  they  do  all  those 
commercial  acts  appertaining  to  agencies,  propaganda  and  mar¬ 
keting  which  Government  cannot  possibly  undertake.  Success  in 
commercial  matters  depends  upon  many  factors  which  are  not 
associated  with  official  effic’ency.  But  at  the  same  lime  Government 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in  all  such  undertakings  Govern¬ 
ment  should  play  a,  part  in  the  general  supervision.  There  will 
be  a  Government  Director  with  no  right  to  vote  but  only  the  right 
to  scrutinise  all  that  takes  place  and  to  act  as  a  kind  of  adviser  and 
watchdog  of  the  pnbb'c  interests.  Government  will  get  20  per  cent, 
of  the  net  profits  of  this  venture-  Government  will  also  get  in 
cash  Rs.  3-25  lakhs  for  the  Sugars  ;  Rs.  1‘90  lakhs  for  the  Distil- 
leries  and  about  20,000  rupees  for  the  Tinctures  out  of  which 
Government  will  pay  for  the  shares  it  purchased  in  the  Sugar 
Company  to  obtain  full  control  over  its  shareholding.  These  are 
the  terms  under  which  the  Government  have  entered  into  this 
transaction.  Thu  details  of  the  transaction  will  he  before  the 
public  in  about  a  week. 

The  case  of  rubber  was  more  or  less  similar,  although,  the 
same  kind  of  terms  wore  not  entered  in'o  with  the  rubber  company. 
But  we  are  still  hopeful  that,  in  the  case  of  rubber  also,  [more 
or  less  similar  arrangements  will  be  entered  into  in  course  of  time- 
Anyhow,  the  manufacture  of  rubber  has  become  sufficiently  re¬ 
munerative  as  a  commercial  proposition  and  the  lessees  are  doing 
very  well. 
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The  general  policy  with  regard  lo  joint  *tock  companies 
is  that  the  Government  of  Travancore  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  every  inducement  will  be  given  to  Travaneoreans  and  also  to 
outsiders  to  start  companies  provided  such  companies  will  be 
Travancore  companies  subject  to  Travancore  law's  and  also  subject, 
in  addition,  to  the  State  getting  a  legitimate  share  of  the  profits 
to  three  .more  conditions  superadded,  namely,  (i)  that  the  ful¬ 
lest  facilities  will  be  given  to  Travnneore  capital  to  come  in,  (ii)  that 
no  company  shall  function  here  unless  an  undertaking  js  given  that 
a  certain  number  of  Travancoreans  cun  be  apprenticed  in  the  Work¬ 
ing  of  such  company,  in  the  clerical,  manufacturing  industrial  and 
directional  details  of  the  concern,  and  (iii)  that  Truvaneoivuns  will 
be  primarily  employed  in  such  companies  unless  the  company  has 
in  the  proved  interests  of  efficiency  to  entertain  outsiders  as  .special, 
ists,  etc.  It  is  on  that  basis  that  companies  will  hereafter  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  come  into  existence  in  Travancore.  In  other  words,  a 
legitimate  share  of  the  profits,  apprenticeship  and  training  and  en¬ 
tertainment  in  all  grades  us  far  as  practicable  for  Travaneorean-,  and 
the  fullest  facilities  for  Travancore  capital  to  he  invested,  those  arc 
the  general  lines  on  which  companies  shall  come  into  existence  in 
Travancore  hereafter. 

It  is  on  these  lines  that  the  Government  have  recently  dealt, 
with  the  future  issue  of  licenses  for  minerals,  a  matter  on  which, 
hitherto,  there  was  no  definite  policy.  Till  very  recently  large 
tracts  of  land  were  being  gi  ven  away  practically  on  nominal  terms. 
Hereafter,  unless  ten  per  cent,  of  the  net;  profits  arc  given  to  the 
State,  no  license  will  be  given  for  the  mining  of  minerals.  Also 
the  company  should  agree  to  the  apprenticeship  and  training  of 
young  men  of  this  country,  as  well  as  to  its  employees  being  Tra- 
vancoreans  as  far  as  possible.  That  is  the  principle  on  which  mineral 
licenses  will  be  given  hereafter. 

With  regards  to  another  industrial  enterprise,  namely,  China 
clay  or  kaolin,  our  policy  is  on  a  separate  footing.  After  research 
and  inquiry' we  have  satisfied  ourselves  that  the  kaolin  produced  in 
Travancore  is  next  only  to  the  product  of  China  which  j'h  consider¬ 
ed  to  be  the  very  best  in  Asia.  Also,  considering  the  fact  that  no 
great  technical  shill  is  required  to  transmute  that  China  day  into 
the  commercial  product,  the  idea  at  present  is  to  confine  our  atten¬ 
tion,  at  first  to  the  refining,  of  the  raw  product  which  will  be  more 
or  less  a.  Government  monopoly  and  which  will  be  retained  as  such 
until  the  time  comes  when  the  manufacture  of  porcelain  articles 
pipes,  stoneware,  crucibles,  fireproof  bricks,  etc.,  can  be  thought  of 
as  a.  commercial  enterprise.  The  idea  at  present  therefore  is  to  deal 
with  the  raw  product  and  not  to  embark  upon  elaborate  porcelain 
and  other  ceramic  ventures  except  by  way  of  experiments.  * 
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I  now  come  to  the  question  of  transport.  That  problem  has 
been  tackled  by  the  Government  of  Hyderabad;  and  you  will  be 
interested  to  learn  that,  already,  within  a  year  of  its  formation,  the 
Transport  Department  there  is  paying  the  Government  10  per 
cent,  per  annum  on  the  outlay.  What  we  propose  to  do  is  to  start 
with  experimental  routes,  say,  Trivandrum  to  Nagercoii.  IVe  have 
already  bespoken  the  necessary  material  and  stock  and  we  shall  have 
things  ready  by  October.  Then  we  propose  to  run  our  buses  on 
that  route  and  if  that  enterprise  succeeds  the  whole  question  of  the 
transport  in  the  State  will  have  to  be  steadily  reorganised.  We  are 
also  making  certain  enquiries  in  regard  to  canals  and  howto  widen 
and  deepen  them  and  to  improve  transport  in  canals. 

All  that  is  with  regard  to  the  industrial  and  manufacturing  pos¬ 
sibilities  of  the  State.  But  the  whole  of  this  programme  is  based 
and  is  dependent  upon  the  right  type  of  education,  and  the  utilisa¬ 
tion,  of  the  intelligence,  the  trained  intelligence,  cf  the  country 
along  lines  of  nation-building  and  wealth-producing  activity.  As 
I  have  already  stated  and  reiterated  very  often,  we  have  got  the 
great  asset  in  the  State  of  an  educated,  a  trained,  set  of  persons ; 
only  that  training  and  that  education  have  so  far  been  directed  and 
devoted,  not  on  account  of  the  fault  of  the  people  but. because  of 
the  system  which  has  been  in  vogue,  not  to  the  production  of 
wealth,  but  to  clerical  and  professional  pursuits.  It  is  therefore 
the  policy  of  this  Government  so  to  reorient  the  educational  policy 
of  the  State,  so  to  co-ordinate  the  educational  enterprise  of  the 
State,  that  it  might  be  possible  for  a  young  man  to  be  trained 
from  the  beginning  in  some  handicraft,  in  some  artisanship,  in 
something  which  he  might  do  with  his  own  hand  in  addition  to 
what  he  can  do  solely  with  his  brains  ;  in  other  words,  secondary 
education  will  have  to  be  reorganised  so  that  promotion  from  class 
to  class  will  not  be  given  to  a  student  merely  because  he  is  good  in 
a  language  or  in  algebra  or  in  arithmetic,  but  only  if  he  also  gets  a 
cei’tain  proportion  of  marks  in  some  manual  craft,  some  artisanship, 
suited  to  his  locality,  suited  to  the  environment,  in  which  he  must 
be  made  proficient.  Ha  must  be  able  to  put  bis  hand  to  some 
particular  handicraft.  This  training  as  well  as  physical  training 
are  essential  parts  of  the  youth’s  equipment  for  life. 

The  first  education  should  be  physical  education,  Our  country 
needs  that  badly.  The  second  would  be  the  manual  and  craft  edu¬ 
cation,  and  the  third,  the  literary  education.  These  three  will  go 
together.  Secondary  education  having  been  reorganised,  it  becomes 
essential  that  University  education  should  be  completely,  thorou¬ 
ghly,  reorganised  so  as  to  be  the  climax  of  that  kind  of  education. 

Vol.  X  No.  I. 
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This  is  the  reason  and  not  any  jealousies,  not  any  inhospitalities2 
ncr  any  parochial  narrowness  of  outlook,  why  Travancore  has  de¬ 
termined  to  have  a  University  of  its  own  to  develop  the.personali- 
ties  and  genius  of  her  people  on  lines  best  suited  to  her  immediate 
programme  both  on  the  cultural  and  on  the  technical  sides.  I  am 
hoping  with  the  constructive  criticism  that  I  shall  get  from  the 
members  of  the  two  Houses  and  also  the  Public  criticisms  which 
will  I  trust  be  creative,  that  we  shall  successfully  tackle  those  mani¬ 
fold  problems  which  confront  us  in  a  world  -where  the  weakest 
and  the  lesser  equipped  go  to  the  wall.  We  shall  strive  to  make 
our  University  not  a  manufactory  of  those  who  have  nothing  to 
look  forward  to  excepting  unemployment,  but  a  place  from  where 
people  will  come  out,  will  emerge,  as  creators  of  things,  creators  of 
ideas  and  the  moulders  of  their  environment. 

For  all  these  plans  there  must  be  a  financial  bads.  Take  the 
agricultural  situation  and  the  terrible  rural  indebtedness.  Your 
predecessors  have  brought  into  existence  the  Conciliation  Boards 
whose  object  it  is  to  bring  the  debtors  and  creditors  together,  to 
deal  with  the  engrossing  problem  of  debts  in  this  country  and  to 
make  it  possible  lor  the  debtor  to  unload  some  of  that  debt  and  to 
apply  himself  efficiently  to  his  own  primary  tasks.  That  cannot 
be  done  without  a  financial  machinery.  Our  Laud  Mortgage  Bank 
is  conducted  on  the  basis  of  certain  rules  and  its  efforts  are  like 
tho=e  of  a  person  who  is  seeking  to  empty  the  ocean  with  a  few 
thimbles.  It  is  impossible.  Unless  you  have  a  Land  Mortgage 
and  Industrial  Bank  with  adequate  public  and  Government  backing 
devoted  to  long-term  credit  and  unless  that  Bank  functions  not  as 
an  institution  spoon-fed  by  Government,  but  independently  though 
the  Government  may  under-write  some  of  its  activities,  the  future 
of  conciliation  and  rural  reconstruction  is  dark.  All  these  cottage 
industries  and  manufactories  will  come  to  no  good,  unless  you  have 
got  ptoperly  devised  financial  assistance.  That  is  tvhy  Govern¬ 
ment  have  come  To  the  conclusion  that  it  is  essential  to  bring  into 
existence  at  no  distant  date  such  a  Land  Mortgage  and  Industrial 
Bank.  Steps  are  being  taken  for  the  purpose*  Further  details 
will  be  reported  to  you  and  your  assent  will  be  asked  for  and  it  is 
confidently  expected  that  it  will  be  given. 

In  saying  all  these — to  quote  one  of  the  critics  I  am  not  indul¬ 
ging  in  grandiose  schemes.  These  statements  may  sound  grandiose. 
Hut  grandiose  or  not  they  represent  elementary  necessities-  In 
our  present  situation  and  under  present  world  .conditions  we  must 
make  these  experiments  and  we  must  succeed  or  we  go  under. ' 
This  is  a  period  important  in  the  history  of  the  world— certainly  in  ' 
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the  history  of  the  State.  The  only  thing  we  must  not  do  is  that 
we  must  not  try  to  start  enterprises  which  will  encounter  world 
competition.  Half  the  trouble  in  many  places  is  due  to  this  factors. 
Speaking  of  the  piper  industry,  as  a  friend  of  mine  told  me  this 
morning,  how  can  Travancore  compete  with  great  corporations 
whose  pension  list  itself  is  more  than  the  revenue  of  this  State  ? 
Paper,  soap,  iron,  are  commodities  of  this  character.  If  with  our 
resources  we  start  these  things  except  on  a  very  limited  scale  and 
for  limited  purposes  we  -shall  be  dumped  out  of  existence.  But 
Travancore  fortunately  has  certain  natural  and  practical  monopolies, 
such  as  China  clay,  many  minerals,  rubber  and  above  all  soft  woods 
for  pulp  and  rayon  production  in  which  the  prospects  are  most 
attractive.  Let  us  conceutrate  on  them.  Without  seeking  to  en¬ 
counter  crushing  competition  we  must  start  our  industries.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  in  the  region  of  agriculture  we  must  think  of  new 
methods  of  production  and  marketing  and  new  crops  and  products 
cloves  and  soya  bean  in  addition  to  intensive  production  of  cashew  ■ 
and  pineapple  and  the  canning  of  fruit  and  fish  and  their  mar-, 
keting. 

The  State  has  quite  recently  issued  certain  rules  regarding  the 
recruitment  to  the  judiciary  which  all  of  you  must  have  read.  The 
idea  is  that  the  State  should  recruit  to  the  judiciary  the  fittest  possi  ¬ 
ble  person.  It  is  hoped  that  those  rules  will  produce  the  objects 
aimed  at  by  Government. 

Similarly  certain  rules  have  been  made  for  the  purposes  of 
seeing  that  delay  and  corruption  are  banished  from  the  Public 
Service,  I  want  to  make  one  point  perfectly  clear.  I  have  had  a 
certain  amount  of  experience  of  the  Civil  Services  in  other  parts  of 
the  world.  I  know  of  the  Civil  Service  at  first  hand  in  England. 

I  also  know  of  the  Civil  Service  in  Delhi-  I  .know  it  in  Madras. 

I  can  say  that  your  Civil  Service  will  yield  to  no  one,  either  in 
regard  to  integrity  or  intelligence.  All  that  the  service  wants  is  a 
certain  direction.  Iam  sure  that  we  shall  not  be  unjustified  in 
our  ambitions  for  them  and  our  reliance  on  them. 

I  do  not  propose  to  speak  to  you  on  the  finances  of  the  State. 
There  is  another  occasion,  speedily  coming  on,  during  the  Budget 
Session  when  I  shall  speak  to  you  at  length  on  that  subject.  I  am 
glad  to  tell  you,  in  passing,  that  our  finances  are  looking  up  and 
that  there  have  been  certain  windfalls. 

But  before  I  quit  the  subject,  there  are  two  matters  on  wh’ch 
I  wish  to  speak  to  you  very  emphatically.  These  are,  first,  smug¬ 
gling,  and  secondly  evasion  of  the  payment  of  income-tax  arid 
other  State  dues.  I  have  before  me  certain  schemes  to  prevent  the 
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evasion  of  income-tax  and  the  Government  is  resolved  upon  pur¬ 
suing  these  schemes.  W?  all  know  the  limits  of  agricultural  taxa¬ 
tion.  It  is  the  object  of  the  Government  to  lessen  the  burden  on 
the  peasant  and  to  make  it  possible  for  agricultural  indebtedness  to 
be  eliminated,  gradually  but  nevertheless,  surely.  How  can  that  be 
done  unless  the  people  who  have  other  sources  of  income  play  their 
part  in  the  matter  of  aiding  the  State.  To  the  members  of  both 
the  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  I  cannot  but  talk  fully  and  frankly  ; 
it  would  be  unfair  to  you  and  unfair  to  myself  if  I  do  not.  What 
do  I  find  ?  I  find  that  some  of  the  biggest  enterprises  in  the  Slate 
pay  about  a  fifth  of  the  income-tax  that  I  have  been  paying  before 
I  became  the  Dewan  of  Travancore,  It  appears  to  me.  that  thero 
must  be  something  wrong  in  the  method,  something  faulty  in  legis¬ 
lation,  something  “terribly  out  of  date  as  to  assessment,  something 
wrong  in  the  scrutiny,  something  wrong  somewhere.  It  behoves 
us  to  see  to  it  that  those  who  can  bear  the  burden  shoulder  that 
burden.  I  trust  that  what  I  say  will  not  be  misinterpreted  or  con¬ 
strued  in  any  wrong  spirit. 

Then  comes  the  question  of  smuggling.  You  know  what 
British  Indian  effort  has  done  in  the  Pondicherry  frontier  and  the 
resounding  success  of  the  efforts  to  check  smuggling  on  the  French 
frontier.  This  smuggling  that  takes  place  in  our  country  deprives 
the  Government  of  between  Its,  20  to  3  0  lakhs  every  year.  You 
will  realise  that  if  we  get  this  amount  of  our  legitimate  revenue,  a 
big  slice  of  it  could  go  to  the  relief  of  the  agriculturist  and  the 
backward  communities.  I  confidently  appeal  for  help,  for  assist¬ 
ance,  for  co-operation,  in  the  matter  of  seeing  to  it  that  these  sources 
of  revenue  which  are  due  from  persons  who  are  able  to  pay  and  who 
must  be  made  to  pay  are  made  available  to  the  State  for  the  sake  of 
its  programme.  I  may  inform  you  that,  quite  recently,  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Travancore  and  the  Government  of  Madras  have  come 
to  ah  understanding  with  regard  to  the  Anjeugo  and  Tanga  cherry 
leases,  and  the  new  arrangement  will  take  effect  from  the  1st  of 
July,  In  other  words,  the  kind  of  machinery  by  which  Travancore 
as  the  lessee,  was  collecting  excise  aud  customs  dues  from  Anjengo 
and  Tangacherry  will  cease  to  operate  from  the  1st  of  July,  and 
the  British  Government  will  collect  their  own  customs  and  excise  in 
that  area  from  that  date  ;  and  the  Governments  of  India  and  of 
Madras  and  the  Government  of  Travancore  will  have  to  take  proper 
steps  to  see  that  the  smuggling  going  on  in  the-  frontiers  is  elimi- . 
nated.  Similarly,  steps  will  have  to  be  taken  for  the  prevention  of  ' 
smuggling  in  other  frontiers  also.  ■  Such  steps  have  already  been  •• 
intimated  but  they  depend  for  success-  in  the- support  extended  to  ' 
us  by  our  patriotic  citizens. 
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That  is  all  I  have  to  say  on  what  may  be  called  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  State  and  the  programme  for  the  immediate  future. 
Now,  you  may  well  ask  me  'what  about  the  engrossing  question 
of  Federation.’  Some  time  ago,  I  took  the  occasion  to  speak  to  a 
group  of  public  men  on  this  question  of  Federation,  and  I  shall  take 
occasion  later  to  speak  again  on  this  question  to  the  members  of  the 
two  Houses  or  to  a  committee  on  certain  details  of  the  matter.  But 
one  thing  I  might  assort.  I  want  it  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
Travancore  Government  yield  to  none  in  the  adherence  to  the 
general  ideals  of  Federation  which  is  inevitable,  if  India  is  to  pro¬ 
gress  on  right  lines.  Nevertheless,  Travancore  must  and  will  claim 
that  she  should  not  suffer  in  her  revenue  and  should  not  ba  an 
ineffective  member  of  the  Federation,  a  disabled  or  infirm  member 
of  the  Federation.  On  the  other  hand  her  finances  must  be  com¬ 
mensurate  with  her  growing  needs  and  her  general  level  of  advance¬ 
ment  and  progress.  T  do  not  propose  to  say  more  than  this.  But 
I  may  assure  you  that  Travancore  is  confident  that  she  has  got  a 
good  case  with  regard  to  customs,  the  revision  of  Interportal  Con¬ 
vention  and  the  question  of  T  ribute. 

These  are  difficult,  delicate  subjects  t)  handle  in  public.  I 
only  mention  the  subject  of  tribute,  because  it  has  been  so  handled 
recently  by  a  statesman  belonging  to  a  sister  State.  Its  claim  has 
been  strongly  pressed  and  perhaps  rightly  stressed.  I  wish  merely 
to  say  that  the  claims  of  Travancore  to  a  remission  of  tribute  are  at 
least  as  good  as  the  claims  of  any  other  State.  You  may  take  it 
that  the  Government  of  Travancore  have  put  before  the  paramount 
power,  have  put  before  the  various  Committees  that  have  investi¬ 
gated  these  matters,  their  necessities  and  their  claims.  After  all, 
in  these  matters  it  is  a  question  of  give  and  take,  it  is  a  question 
of  compromise,  it  is  a  question  of  friendly  negotiations.  In  that 
negotiation  the  Government  will  confidently  ask  after  having  taken 
counsel  with  you  that  we  should  be  supported  in  our  efforts  to  get 
the  best  terms  that  we  possibly  can  for  the  State,  bearing  in  mind 
on  the  one  hand  that  we  cannot  cripple  ourselves  financially  bear¬ 
ing  in  mind  that  in  view  of  our  history  our  progress  and  our  poten¬ 
tialities  we  shall,  enter  Federation  in  a  position  of  inferiority  to  no 
other  State  bearing  in  mind — on  the  other  hand  that  without  some 
measure  of  sacrifice  a  great  joint  endeavour  cannot  be  brought  into 
being  or  come  to  fruition.  In  that  spirit  of  give  and  take,  in  .that- 
spirit  of  mutual  goodwill,  this  State  will  negotiate  with  regard  to.. 
Federation. 

There  is  just  one  last  word  and  I  have  done.  I  refer  to  it, 
merely  :  because  not -  to  refer  to  it  would  be  hypocritical  and  . -to  j 
biitid  Oneself -.to-. W-hat. is- Bussing  around — I  am-re£emng--te>.-  certain.' 
eligious  and  semi-religious  controversies  that  are  taking  place, 


14  THE  TBAVANCOEE  SBI  CHITEA  STATE  COUNCXt...  [21si  JUNE  1987 

[Mr.  M.  Govindan.] 

between  us  and  a  sister  State.  I  have  made  an  appeal  to  the  Press 
to  be  restrained  in  its  comments.  I  have  made  an  appeal  to  the 
public  of  Travaticorc  not  to  indulge  in  criticism  of  the  Ruler  of  a 
friendly  neighbouring  State.  At  the  same  time  I  have  made  it 
clear  that  we  have  our  views  and  we  shall  adhere  to  our  convictions 
and  implement  them  and  work  for  their  acceptance  throughout 
India.  But  we  shall  not  do  so  aggressively,  angrily,  in  a  bad 
temper.  We  shall  do  so  in  peace  and  in  exclusive  reliance  on  the 
justice  and  essential  righteousness  of  our  programme.  We  shall 
not  interfere  with  any  one’s  rights  or  convictions  but  we  shall 
endeavour  to  maintain  such  rights  as  we  can  legitimately  assert. 

Members  of  both  Houses,  I  have  finished.  I  wish  you  god¬ 
speed  in  all  your  constructive  efforts  tending  to  the  amelioration 
of  Travancore  conditions.  We  have  the  great  good  fortune  of 
having  as  a  Ruler  cne  who  lives  for  us,  whose  dreams  are  for  us, 
whose  aspirations  are  for  us  and  whose  ambitions  are  centred  on 
his  State  and  his  people.  That  is  a  priceless  asset.  Wi.h  that  at 
your  back  and  fortified  by  your  loyalty  to  his  throne  and,  your 
devotion  to  Travancore  J  feel  confident  that  you  will  be  able  to 
discharge  your  duties  adequately,  worthily,  nobly. 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  ( Member ,  Sri  Cliitra  State  Council)  :  Sir, 
we  have  listened  with  great  pleasure  and  hope  to  your  very  lucid 
and  interesting  speech  giving  an  account  of  the  various  reforms 
which  you  have  already  undertaken.  They  have  filled  us  with 
great  hopes.  But,  before  I  proceed  to  speak  anything  with  regard 
to  them,  may  I  request  you,  Sir,  to  convey  to  His  Highness  the 
Maharaja  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  very  gracious  message  of 
congratulation  which  His  Highness  has  been  pleased  to  convey 
through  you  to  us. 

We  also  request  you,  Sir,  to  convey  to  His  Highness  and  the 
Royal  party  our  devout  prayers  for  their  safe  journey  home.  In 
referring  to  the  reforms  which  you  have  undertaken  in  Travancore 
in  recent  times  you  have  taken  us  into  confidence  wit  h  regard  to 
the  real  difficulties  that  confront  the  Government  and  you  have 
asked  fcr  our  co-opsration  in  all  your  endeavours.  I  may  assure 
you,  Sir,  that  you  will  have  the  heartiest  co-operation  from  all  sides 
of  this  House  in  respect  of  the  various  undertakings  which  the 
Government  have  now  in  hand  with  a  view  to  the  material  and 
moral  progress  of  the  State.  The  industrial  reforms  which  you 
have  inaugurated  are  bound  to  convert  agricultural  Travancore  into 
an  industrial  country  without,  at  the  same  time,  the  defects  that 
we  notice  in  highly  industrialised  countries.  When  we  read  the 
message  which  His  Highness  the  Maharaja  gave  in  reply  to.  an  ad¬ 
dress  at  Colombo  we  knew  that  Qis  Highness  has  at  heart  the 
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regeneration  of  this  country  along  lines  which  will  tend  to  the 
material  progress  of  the  State  without  the  drawbacks  of  industri¬ 
alism  which  attend  such  industrial  development  in  western  countries, 
Now  that  the  reforms  have  been  undertaken  I  may  assure  you  once 
more  that  you  need  not  be  afraid  that  small  bickerings  between 
ourselves  would  fritter  away  our  energies.  The  Travancorean 
knows  what  is  best  for  himself  and  we  are  sure  that  the  future  of 
the  country  is  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  present  Dewan.  With  these 
words  I  assure  you  of  our  heartiest  co-operation  in  all  the  under¬ 
takings. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  ( Member ,  Sri  Chitra  State 
Council)  i  Sir,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  speak  a  few  words  in 
support  of  what  has  been  said  by  the  honourable  member  Mr. 
Govindan.  There  is  no  gainsaying  the  fact  that  to-day  marks  a 
new  era  in  the  annals  of  Travmcore  history:  This  is  the  first  session 
of  the  legislature  under  your  able  guidance,  and  it  is  a  happy  augury 
that  this  joint  session  of  the  legislature  has  been  convened  under 
your  illustrious  presidency.  Sir,  you  have  referred  in  detail  to  the 
various  measures  of  reforms  and  the  various  industrial  activities 
calculated  to  do  good  to  the  counry  at  large.  Time  does  not;  permit 
me  to  refer  in  detail  to  all  those  activities  now-  All  the  same,  it  is 
a  matter  of  supreme  gratification  that  the  bold  industrial  policy, 
initiated  by  your  predecessor,  is  being  continued  with  greater  vigour 
and  enthusiasm  for  the  economic  rehabilitation  of  the  country  and 
for  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  teeming  millions  of  His 
Highness’  subjects.  Sir,  the  earnestness  and  zeal  with  which  you 
are  carrying  on  the  administration  and  the  new  life  you  have  infused 
into  the  administrative  machinery  go  to  show  that  Travancore  is 
progressing  from  more  to  more. 

1  would  be  failing  in  my  duty  if  I  do  not  request  you  to  convey 
to  His  Gracious  Highness  the  Malta  Raja  our  feelings  of  unswerving 
loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  Royal  House,  in  regard  to  the  mess¬ 
ages  of  congratulations  and  good  wishes  conveyed,  by  you  to  us,  I 
assure  you,  Sir,  that  it  has  instilled  in  us  a  now  vigour  and 
inspiration.  May  I  also  assure  you,  Sir,  that  it  will  be  "our" 
constant  endeavour  io  act  up  to  the  high  ideals  )Oti  have  spoken  of' 
just  now  and  to  justify  the  trust  reposed  in  tis  by  the  electorate. 
Also  it  will  be  our  cherished  desire  to  heartily  co-operate  with  you 
in  carrying  on  these  administrative  measures  which  are  calculated 
for  the  uplift  of  the  country, 

Mr.  S.  Krishna  Aiyar  ( Member  Sri  Mvlam  Assembly)  :  On 
behalf  of  the  non -official  members  of  the  Assembly,  1  tender  you 
our  heartfelt  thanks  for  your  kind  words  of  welcome  and  en¬ 
couragement.  We  have  been  closely  following  your  efforts  towards 
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the  economic  advancement  of  the  State.  In  particular,  represen¬ 
ting,  with  the  permission  of  the  trade  constituencies,  the  trade  and 
industry  of  the  State,  the  two  Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  along, 
with  my  friend  Mr.  Tolson,  the  agricultural  and  the  planting 
interests  of  the  State,  I  may  submit,  Sir,  that  we  appreciate  your 
efforts  towards  the  material  progress  of  this  State.  We  have  been 
following  your  efforts  towards  the  electrification  of  the  State,  the 
solution  of  the  transport  problem,  the  introduction  of  new  in¬ 
dustries  and  manufacturing  enterprises,  your  efforts  at  securing 
financial  help  for  these  enterprises  and  your  further  efforts  to  solve 
the  problem  of  agricultural  indebtedness.  I  may  assure  you,  Sir, 
that  we  shall  always  be  hippy  to  co-operate  with  you.  If  at  any 
time  you  notice  any  critical  spirit  in  us,  you  will  please  take  it, 
Sir,  that  it  is  because  we  think  such  criticism  would  be  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  State.  To  quote  myself,  let  me  state  again,  that 
we  realise  that  your  ideal  has  been  to  demonstrate  to  the  world  the 
heights  to  which  an  Indian  State  can  rise  at  the  hands  of  a  dyna¬ 
mic  administrator. 

I  request  you,  Sir,  to  convey  to  His  Highness  the  Maha¬ 
raja  our  profound  sense  of  devotion  and  loyalty  for  the  gracious 
message  he  has  sent  through  you,  and  to  convey  our  thanks  to  your 
predecessors  who  have  remembered  us  on  this  occasion  and  sent  us 
their  good  wishes. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai:  {Member,  Sri  CMtra 
State  Council)  :  Sir,  you  have  given  us  a  conspectus  of  the  mani¬ 
fold  activities  on  which  this  State  has  embarked.  Many  of  those 
who  spoke  before  me,  have  referred  to  them  and  have  spoken  in 
appreciative  terms  about  those  very  necessary  and  fundamental 
activities  which  are  sure  to  enure  to  the  benefit  and  advancement  of 
the  State  as  a  whole.  It  is  not  for  me  at  this  juncture  to  dilate  on 
them  even  briefly.  You  have  been  always  careful  to  take  public 
opinion  into  account  in  embarking  upon  all  these  great  enterprises 
and  we  have  been  kept,  though  not  formally,  informed  about  these 
schemes.  We  have  been  more  or  less  in  touch  with  them  because 
you  have  taken  care  to  let  the  country  know  about  them  before  you 
embarked  on  any  such  schemes.  You  have  also  gathered  from  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  public  their  high  approval  of  these  schemes 
and  their  readiness  for  co-operation.  We  here  in  the  Assembly, 
and  the  Council  as  the  representatives  of  the  people,  deem.it  a 
great  pleasure  and  a  privilege  to  offer  you,  in  your  great  endeav¬ 
ours,  our  hearty  co-operation  for  the  regeneration  of  our  State. 
One  thing  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  stress  upon.  I  am  glad  to  find 
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that  Government  have  now  realised  that  it  is  not  possible  for 
Government  to  carry  on  pioneering  industries  especially  in  a  State 
where  there  are  democratic  institutions  like  the  Assembly  and  the 
Council  which  are  very  parsimonious,  as  you  may  have  found  in 
their  tendencies  and  whose  criticisms  on  commercial  undertakings 
have  been  made  often  without  a  delicate  cure  to  safeguard  their 
credit  and  reputation  .  You  have  realised  the  necessity  of  handing 
over  these  institutions  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  private  concerns  ; 
for  it  has  been  the  history  of  pioneering  industries  all  the  world 
over  where  States  undertook  them,  they  have  had  to  take  an  alti¬ 
tude  of  timid,  of  unremitting  apology  when  inconvenient  questions 
were  put,  I  am  glad,  Sir,  that  you  have  taken  the  present  policy 
of  handing  them  over  as  soon  as  possible  to  private  concerns  and 
you  have  also  taken  care  to  see  that  they  are  not  given  away  to 
capitalistic  endeavours  from  outside  the  State,  nelgecting  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  State  altogether.  You  have  taken  ample  cure  (o 
protect  the  interest  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

Another  question  to  which  you  have  addressed  yourself  is  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  viz.,  the  re-organization  of  education. 
Education  is  the  one  chief  achievement  over  which  the  State  prides, 
Though  it  may  not  be  the  direct  result  of  education,  the  fact  that 
unemployment  exists,  in  this  State,  more  than  anywhere  else  in  India 
cannot  be  denied.  I  presume  that  we  have  got  to  face  the  problem 
of  educated  unemployment  here  more  than  anywhere  else.  I  am 
glad,  Sir,  to  find  that  you  have  boldly  embarked  upon  the  scheme 
of  reorganising  education  from  top  to  bottom.  Without  that,  our 
enterprises  cannot  succeed.  We  may  not  be  able  to  supply  the  men 
wanted  by  these  developing  industries  and  we  will  not:  have  the 
necessary  material  to  man  the  many  projects  that  will  be  nearing 
fruition  in  the  immediate  future.  My  special  congratulations  are 
therefore  to  you  for  embarking  upon  this  very  bold  venture  of  re¬ 
organizing  education  and  thus  setting  an  example  to  the  whole  of 
India  in  the  matter  of  educational  reform. 

Another  question  you  have  referred  to— I  consider  it  of  con¬ 
siderable  importance-namely,  the  prevention  of  smuggling  and  the 
prevention  of  the  evasion  of  the  payment  of  income-tax.  *  I  take 
pride,  Sir,  that  I.  was  one  of  the  first  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Gov- 
vernment  the  existence  of  smuggling  on  a  large  scale  in  Travancore 
in  my  first  budget  speech  in  the  Legislative  (louncil  which  was  the 
predecessor  of  this  present  Assembly.  I  am  glad,  Sir,  that  you 
have  admitted  in  unmistakable  terms  the  prevalence  of  widespread 
smuggling  and  the  leakage  of  a  substantial  sum  of  money  through 
that.  I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  do  everything  in  your  power  to  stop 
this  smuggling  boldly  and  to  use  the  amounts  thus  realised  for  the 
relief  of  the  agriculturists  from  the  burden  of  tax  and  debts, 
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It  is  not  my  purpose,  Sir,  to  dilate  upon  the  various  other 
topics  which  are  of  great  interest  as  we  will  have  occasion  soon  to 
ventilate  our  views  on  them.  We  consider  ourselves  to  be  fortu¬ 
nate  to  be  associated  with  the  administration  of  the  State  at  this 
critical  iuncture  when  we  are  really  making  history.  The  gracious 
message  of  congratulations  and  good  wishes  from  His  Highness  the 
Maharaja  we  Have  listened  to  with  a  thrill.  We  know,  Sir,  that 
there  is'no  greater  patriot  living  in  this  country  than  His  Highness 
the  Maharaja.  It  will  bs  our  duty  and  privilege  to  act  according  to 
his  wishes  and  work  unitedly  and  whole-heartedly  for  the  good  of 
the  State.  I  request  you,  Sir,  to  convey  our  humble  and  loyal 
gratitude  to  His  Highnes  the  Maharaja  for  his  words  of  congratu¬ 
lation  and  good  wishes. 

Mr.  T.  M-  Varghese  {Member,  Sri  Mulam  Assembly)  ■  Sir, 
I  deem  it  a  pleasant  duty  to  respond  to  the  address  of  welcome  which 
you  have  extended  to  the  members  and  to  your  invitation,  in  such 
agreeable  terms,  for  our  co-operation.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
or  appropriate  to  refer  in  detail  to  the  very  encouraging  assurances 
and  the  lofty  sentiments  given  expression  to  in  your  address.  We 
shall  soon  have  the  opportunity  to  enter  upon  a  critical  analysis  and 
discussion  of  the  suggestions  made  in  your  address.  But  in  the 
matter  of  the  co-operation  you  ask  for,  I  think  I  am  expressing  the 
sentiments  of  all  the  members  of  this  House  when  I  say  that  co¬ 
operation  will  be  our  watchword.  It  will  be  our  endeavour  to  co¬ 
operate  as  much  as  we  can.  It  will  also  be  our  attempt  to  find  out 
points  of  agreement,  and  not  search  for  points  of  disagreement,  so 
that  the  schemes  and  iprojects  you  have  in  view  for  the  material, 
economic  and  educational  advancement  of  the  country  may  receive 
encouragement  to  the  fullest  possible  extent.  At  the  same  time,  I 
hope  the  Government  on  their  part  will  make  it  possible  for  the 
members  of  the  two  Houses  as  the  chosen  representatives  of  the 
people  to  co-operate  with  the  Government. 

I  don’t  think  it  is  necessary  or  desirable  at  this  stage  to  go 
further  into  the  various  questions  raised  in  your  address.  We  know 
that  with  a  view  to  advance  the  country’s  interest  you  are  inaugu¬ 
rating  various  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  industries,  the  re¬ 
organisation  of  the  system  of  education  on  practical  lines,  the  im¬ 
provement  of  transport  and  the  encouragement  of  private  enterprise, 
home  of  these  schemes  may  not  be  easy  to  be  put  through  or  com¬ 
pleted  immediately.  We  are  very  pleased  to  note  that  you  invite 
our  intelligent  constructive  criticism  and  you,  Sir,  may  rest  assured 
our  co-operation  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  spirit  in  which  you  have 
asked  it  of  us ;  for  we  feel  assured  that  the  object  and  purpose  of 
the  reforms  and  schemes  “you  have  referred  to  in  your  address  are 
the  advancement  of  the  country’s  interests  and  the  welfare  of  it 
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psoples.  I  sincerely  and  strongly  feel  that  we,  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  owe  it  to  His  Highness  the  Maharaja  and  to  His 
Highness’ subjects  that  by  the  criticisms  we  offer  and  the  discus¬ 
sions  we  enter  upon  in  this  House  and  in  general  by  faithfully  and 
unselfishly  discharging  the  trust  reposed  in  us  by  His  Highness 
the  Maharaja  and  the  people— we  help  the  Government  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  understand  each  other  aright  so  that  by  our  efforts  the  well¬ 
being  of  the  people  and  the  interests  of  the  country  may  be  advan¬ 
ced  in  however  small  a  degree 

If  I  understood  you  aright,  there  was  a  suggestion  in  your  ad" 
dress  that  it  should  be  our  constant  endeavour  to  see  if  wo  can 
agree  among  ourselves,  sink  small  differences  and  bring  about 
harmony  in  the  House  so  that  such  harmony  and  concord  here  crea¬ 
ted  may  permeate  throughout  the  country  and  make  the  people 
happy  and  contented.  Sir,  the  people  of  Travancore,  left  to  them¬ 
selves,  are  naturally  inclined  to  live  in  peace  and  harmony  and  it 
may  not  be  difficult  for  the  Government  and  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  by  their  co-operation  to  make  the  people  happy  and 
contented. 

Sir,  I  crave  your  indulgence  and  that  of  my  friends  if  I  have 
digressed  I  hope  I  lmve  not.  I  would,  before  concluding,  perform 
the  most  important  and  the  most  pleasing  part  of  my  duty  namely, 
to  request  you,  Sir,  to  convey  to  His  Highness  the  Maharaja  our 
feelings  of  devotion  and  loyalty  to  His  Highness  the  Maharaja  and 
also  the  fact  that  we  are  ever  praying  for  the  safe  and  happy 
return  of  His  Highness  the  Maharaja  and  the  Royal  party  as  early 
as  possible  to  the  State.  Sir,  you  have  rightly  suggested  in  the 
address  that  the  Royal  tour  to  the  distant  parts  will  be  a  source  of 
increased  contentment  and  happiness  to  the  people  and  that  the 
advantages  of  the  tour  which  His  Highness  has  undertaken  will 
accrue  to  His  Highness’  subjects  who  are  anxiously  awaiting  Ilis 
Highness’  return. 

I  would,  in  concluding,  thank  you,  Sir,  for  the  kind  and 
encouraging  words  of  welcome  that  you  addressed  to  us  and  I 
assure  you  once  again  the  co-operation  of  the  House  to  the  fullem; 
extent  co  which  it  will  be  possible  for  us  to  co-operate  in  a  manner 
compatible  with  the  responsibilities  and  duties  that  are  cast  upon  ns 
as  representatives  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Puthupalli  S.  Krishna  Pillai  ( Member ,  Sri  Mulam 
Assembly)  :  Sir;  it  is  with  feelings  of  joy  and  gratitude  that,  we  are 
assembled  to  help  you  in  the  administration  of  the  State.  May  I 
be  permitted  to  request  you,  Sir,  to  convey  to  His  Highness  our 
sense  of  loyalty  and  devotion  to  His  Highness  and  the  members  of 
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the  Royal  family-  It  is  a  pleasing  duty,  Sir,  to  mention  the  deter¬ 
mined  effort  that  we,  the  chosen  representatives  of  the  people,  are 
making,  to  make  life,  happier  in  the  State.  You,  Sir,  on  your  part 
are  trying  to  help  us  in  the  promotion  of  good  feeling  and  prosperity 
by  the  very  noble  activities  that  you  are  urging  the  State  upon. 
In  the  first  place,  Sir,  your  announcement  relating  to  the  starting  of 
anew  University  is  calculated  to  bring  about  a  feeling  of  oneness,  a 
feeling  that  we  are  all  people  of  a  single  State  working  for  its  ad- 
vancement  and  its  prosperity.  It  is  that  feeling,  it  is  that  educa¬ 
tion,  it  is  that  sense,  that  may  probably  be  wanting,  at  the  present 
moment,  but  we  hope  that  by  the  fruition  of  the  idea  yon  have  put 
before  us,  the  fruition  of  your  endeavours  in  that  line,  Travancove 
will  find  that  its  people  entertain  the  feeling  that  they  are  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  single  State  combined  to  work  towards  its  happiness.  We 
are  also  glad  to  know.  Sir,  that  your  endeavours  for  the  material 
and  economic  advancement  and  prosperity  of  the  State  are  also 
calculated  to  infuse  confidence  and  contentment  in  the  public  mind. 
Contentment,  Sir,  is  a  matter  which  can  be  achieved  to  a  very  large 
extent  if  there  is  material,  economic  prosperity  in  the  State.  There 
is  nothing  like  poverty  which  would  breed  discontent.  If  that  pro¬ 
blem  is  tackled  successfully,  I  for  my  part  believe  that  you  would 
have  taken  us  a  great  way  in  the  achievement  of  the  object  that 
you  yourself  and  we  have  in  view,  that  of  building  up  and  promoting 
the  feeling  that  we  are  all  members  of  a  single  State.  I  am  forced 
to  mention  this  fact,  Sir,  and  to  bring  to  your  pointed  notice  the 
extreme  poverty,  the  economic  poverty  of  many  of  these  institutions 
in  the  State. 

We  are  surprised  to  hear  that  all  the  banking  institutions  of 
the  State  pay  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  income  tax. 

President  :  Order,  order.  I  did  not  refer  to  any  particular 
institution. 

Mr.  Puthupally  S.  Krishna  Pillai :  Sir,  I  fully  believe 
that  the  shortage  of  income  tax  collection  is  not  due  to  the  fact  that 
we  are  not  willing  to  pay  but  that  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  is 
not  much  to  pay.  It  must  be  due  to  that.  Enable  us  to  earn 
more  and  then  secure  from  us  a  greater  amount.  It  is  with  that 
view  that  we  are  endeavouring  to  co-operate  with  every  sound  policy 
that  is  adumbrated  by  you.  The  Rubber  Factory,  as  you  said,  has 
brought  into  existence  other  Rubber  Factories.  The  scheme  that 
you  propose  of  bringing  into  existence  a  Land  Mortgage  and  In¬ 
dustrial  Bank  will,  I  am  sure,  be  welcomed  by  all  people.  It  -was 
economic  poverty  which  induced  us  to  fight  for  Debt  Conciliation 
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Boards.  It  is  our  inability  to  cope  with  indebtedness  that  has  com¬ 
pelled  us  to  request  Government  to  embark  upon  large  schemes  and 
enable  us  to  forget  the  petty  differences  that  you  might  probably 
find  around  ns.  Sir,  the  several  schemes  that  you  have  already 
embarked  upen,  a  few  schemes  that  you  are  going  to  embark  upon, 
I  am  sure  will  bring  contentment  and  prosperity  to  the  whole 
State.  1  may  also  lie  permitted  to  state  that  we  are  all  glad  to  hear 
that  His  Highness  will  be  returning  lo  the  capital  in  a  couple  of 
days  after  his  sojourn  in  the  East.  May  I  again  be  permitted  to 
request  you,  tor,  to  convey  to  His  Highness  the  laot  that  II is 
Highness’s  subjects  are  always  willing  to  carry  out  His  Highness’ 
commands.  We  also  request  you  to  convey  to  His  Highness  our 
abiding  loyalty  and  devotion  to  His  Highness.  Willi  these  few 
words  I  resume  my  seat. 

Srimathi  T.  Narayani  Amnia  {Member,,  Si  Mulam 
Assembly)  :  Sir,  may  1  also  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to 
convey  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Government  oi  His  highness  the 
Maharaja  for  nominating  me  and  my  sisters  here.  I  do  so  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  womanhood  of  Travancore,  wlm,  1  feel,  have  been 
honoured  by  three  ladies  being  nominated.  Sir,  Travancore  has 
always  been  in  the  forefront  in  respect  of  educational  and  admini¬ 
strative  progress.  The  present  Government,  is  winning  well- deserv¬ 
ed  and  universal  laurels  by  the  various  measures  of  enlightened 
and  high-souled  statesmanship  introduced.  The  nomination  of 
women  to  both  the  Houses  of  Legislature  is  in  keeping  with  such  a 
progressive  policy  and  I  thank  the  Government  of  His  Highness 
the  Maharaja  once  again  therefor.  I  beg  to  assure  you,  Sir,  that 
we,  the  women  members,  shall  always  remember  the  aims,  ideals 
and  aspirations  of  r,he  present  Government  and  wo  shall  endeavour 
to  the  best  of  our  ability  to  conduct  ourselves  in  such  a  way  as  to  be 
useful  members  of  this  august  body.  I  extend  my  sincere  thanks 
to  you,  Sir,  for  the  kind  words  of  good  wishes  offered. 

Srimathi  K-  Devaki  Antharjanam  {Member  SriMuhm 
Assembly ):  (BrDoruiaTlooJonruQjo  isrDooiJuofflajositaiOoO^’  aiaarocoaoej 

aoQoh  (8TOQiooas)  (Stood a>osn§loo'c963crT)  rrugjsoaKorDflmi!) 

odlcrao  (ajsOTjtgjl^o  cnoo^raflrol  cm^aomiBroT s>aj  cftx^insic&Oo  g^cuerb 
(BraoDsa/ldsaaT)  (sraoro(i)acnmjflseoQo.!<Biroi  <otoolcnoo  ag)6)cm(^s)^l 
fflTOnroo6njugTl(nn(BeijcSQ  oooefiooooQ,  ao  aaootoogjoaj  roLtrsaaor^jl 

(800050  igroaH cocii6)6naabo'.8coo§o  alaioai  oruifi  orul.  aj)  rooa 
(lujornlgro^d)  csTOanii&GgoSo  agjooltaagg.  axjaocuocoaaoQQ)  ^(HisjhiKjutj) 
sicpi  rruajlooQQio  goausis  (ajt9>oozLg.jl-Q^6>c9>OBig  mo. 
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Mr  K.  Q.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  {Member,  Sri  Mulam 
Assembly)  :  Permit  me,  Sir,  to  add  my  felicitations  for  your 
brilliant  performance. 

Sir  you  have  asked  for  our  co-operation,  and  my  friends, 
have  said  that  you  will  have  their  hearty  co-operation  l  erimt  me 
Sir  to  say  that  such  co-operation  shall  always  be  _  discriminating 
co-operation  (Mr.  Kochikkal  P.  Balakrislinan  Pampi :  Hear,  hear). 
You  have  referred  to  a  number  of  schemes  which  reqvurogmi. 
study  about  which  there  is  fundamental  diilerences  ol  opinion. 
Therefore  Sir,  when  those  questions  come  up  for  discussion  Indore 
this  House,  you  will  expect  us  to  voice  different  aspects  of.  the 
problems  in  a  very  straightforward  manner.  Nevertheless,  it  shall 


he  co-operation. 

President :  Not  to  do  so  would  be  worthy  neither  of  you 
nor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  K.  Q  Kunjukrishna  Pillai:  I  want  Sir,  to  refer 
particularly  to  two  problems. _  You  mentioned  the  ipiestion  of 

Federation .  On  that  matter,  Sir . 

Mr.  A  Thanu  Pillai  {Member,  Sri  Mulam  Assembly):  On 
a  point  of  order,  Sir.  Is  the  Dewan’s  speech  open  to  such  dia- 
cussion  1 

President ;  It  is  open  to  remarks,  remarks  if  not  of 
mechanical  assent,  sometimes  of  dissent. 

Mr.K.  Q.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  =  With  regard  to  this 
question  of  Federation,  Sir,  I  want  to  assure  you  that,  even  at^ome 
sacrifice,  we  shall  gladly  support  your  efforts  to  join  the  h'e, der¬ 
ation  ;  because  we  feel  that,  if,  in  Federated  India,  wc  secure  a 
proper  place,  we  will  get  all-round  world- wide  imporbuu'O  and 
benefit. 

Another  point  which  you  referred  to  was  our  small  differences 
with  the  sister  State.  We  have  secured  a  great  boon  and  an  inesti¬ 
mable  privilege  when  His  Highness  issued  the  Temple  Entry 
Proclamation ;  and  we  shall  not  allow  that  Proclamation  to  be 
questioned,  or  in  any  sense  belittled.  Of  course,  wo  shall  be,  digni¬ 
fied  ;  we  shall  be  courteous.  But,  wc  shall  stand  by  our  rights 
and  privileges. 

In  conclusion,  Sir,  I  also  join  with  my  friends  in  according 
our  grateful  and  loyal  welcome  to  His  Highness  on  his  return  home 
after  his  tour  in  the  East. 

Mr-  J.  E.  A-  Pereira  ( Member ,  Sri  Mulam  Assembly)  ;  In 
response  to  your  call  for  co-operation,  Sir,  1  beg  to  assure  you  that 
with  regard  to  the  policy  of  economical  regeneration  of  the  country 
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clialke.d  out  by  you-  Travaneore  has  all  along  been  content  to  be 
merely  agricultural.  Throughout  the  world,  countries  which  have 
been  content  to  be  merely  agricultural  have  not  been  able  to  solve 
their  financial  and  other  problems.  Therefore,  the  policy  for 
industrialising  the  country  that  you  have  chalked  out  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction  ;  and  all  those  who  are  interested  in  the  real 
prosperity  of  the  country  are  sure  to  co-operate  heartily  with  you 
in  the  steps  that  you  proposo  to  take  for  the  advancement  of  the 
country. 

I  join  with  my  friends  and  request  you  to  convey  to  His 
Highness  our  loyalty  and  devotion,  and  grateful  thanks  for  His 
Highness’  kind  and  gracious  message. 

Mr.  M.  Sivathanu  Pillai  ( Member ,  Sri  Mulam  Assembly): 
At  the  very  outset,  Sir,  before  I  speak  a  few  words,  I  request,  you 
to  convey  our  feelings  of  loyalty  aud  devotion  to  His  Highness  the 
Maharaja  and  also  our  heartfelt  thanlis  for  the  gracious  message 
which  liis  Highness  has  boon  pleased  to  deliver  through  you. 

I  propose  to  deny  myself  t  he  process  of  dilating  upon  the 
several  references  made  by  various  members  of  this  House  as  well 
as  of  the  other  House  with  regard  to  the  proposals  in  your  speech 
of  commercial  activities  of  the  Government,  because,  as  has  been 
already  referred  to,  those  are  subjects  which  naturally  admit  of 
different  understandings  and  different  interpretations  as  well  as  of 
different  points  of  view  to  approach.  I  feel  this  is  not  an  opportune 
moment  to  refer  to  such  aspects.  I  would  only  invite  your  atten¬ 
tion,  Sir,  to  this  that-  I  expected  that  you  will  have  more  sentences 
in  your  address  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  peasants 
than  what  you  had  at  least  the  goodness  to  refer.  1  mean 
I  fully  realise  the  feelings,  Sir,  that  were  visible  in  the  one  or 
two  crisp  sentences  you  used  with  reference  to  the  condition 
of  peasants.  I  would  iuvite  your  immediate  attention  to  the 
present-day  condition  of  the  peasants.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  State  lauching  upon  so  many  schemes  of  utility  but  at 
the  same  time  1  would  invite  your  particular  attention  to  the 
present-day  condition  of  peasants  for  prompt  attention  and  redress. 
It  is  no  exaggeration  at  all  when  1  say  that  the  conditions  of  the 
peasants  of  today  are  not  only  cracking  but  gradually  breaking. 
Nature  has  also,  it  would  seem,  combined  against  their  interests  and 
welfare.  I  may,  Sir,  that  instead  of  a  heavy  shower  at  this  time  of 
the  year  we  are,  as  it  were  enjoying-  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
agreeable,  but  to  me  it  is  very  disagreeable  an —  ironical  smile  of 
the  Sun.  Instead  of  monsoon  shower  now  it  is  warm  sun.  This 
itself  is  a  very  index  of  the  feelings  of  nature  in  regard  to  the 
present  conditions  of  the  peasants. 
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3ir,  I  really  fed  one  with  you  in  the  sentiments  which  you 
gave  expression  to  when  you  said  that  you  proposed  not  only  to 
stop  all  smuggling  with  a  view  to  get  more  revenue  and  slump  on  , 
such  non -moral  acts  ;  the  intention  of  Government  to  combat  leak¬ 
ages  in  revenue  is  welcome  as  the  State  is  legitimately  entitled  to 
get  its  dues  from  people  who  make  money  in  the  State.  I  am  only 
glad  to  render  the  utmost  help  I  can  to  Government  .11  them  at¬ 
tempt  to  stop  smuggling  and  also  to  tap  all  sources  of  getting  a 
legitimate  income  from  people  who  malm  money.  Hut  1 1. ‘lure  you 
finish  such  attempts,  I  only  request  yon,  Sir,  (oeoueontrule  Govern¬ 
ment’s  attention  on  the  present  condition  of  the  peasants  before  it. 
becomes  too  late. 

With  regard  to  the  industrial  schemes,  Sir,  as  I  said  before.  I 
do  not  propose  to  make  any  observations  now.  After  till  they  are 
only  schemes  which  are  being  now  launched  with  the  deliber¬ 
ate  intention  of  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  country  •  and  'there 
will  be  time  enough  to  evaluate  them  after  they  are  worked  for 
some  time.  I  was  very  closely  listening  and  gladly  loo,  to  those, 
details  that  have  been  pictured  to  us  by  you.  Sir,  with  regard  to  the 
initiations  of  such  schemes  and  I  know,  to  our  own  benefit  we  have 
realised  the  present  day  policy  of  Government,  in  the  matter  of 
handing  over  such  industrial  schemes  to  private  individuals  or 
bodies  after  the  period  of  experimentation. 

We  realise  even  now  that  the  Government  are  not  at  all  wrong 
in  introducing  that  policy,  viz,  of  first  inducing  public  confidence  in 
a  measure  by  making  experiments  at  Government  cost  and  then  han¬ 
ding  it  over  to  private  companies.  Unlike  tlu;  experience,  we  had 
before,  Government  are  now  always  out  to  get  the  confidence  of  the 
public  in  all  makers  important.  lam  glad  to  note  that  Govern¬ 
ment  mean  business  in  that  way  too.  I  do  not  think  [  will  be  dis¬ 
closing  a  confidence  when  I  say  that  Government  have  begun  to 
consult  public  opinion  before  they  launch  on  a  scheme.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  Government  have  consulted  officials  and  non-officials  in  remind 
to  the  University  Scheme  and  they  propose  to  do  so  I  know  before 
joining  the  Federation.  Sir,  we  are  all  very  much  pleased  and 
elated  to  find  that  the  feelings  in  our  minds  are  being  voiced  by 
you  in  your  address.  If  there  is  any  point  of  disagreement  I  may 
say  that  they  are  not  points  of  fundamental  importance.  Human 
nature  being  what  it  is,  there  is  always  bound  to  be  differences  of 
opinion.  There  may  be  bickerings.  We  welcome  bickerings. 
Bickerings  alone  will  pave  the  way  to  smooth  working  after  adjust¬ 
ment.  We  are  all  starting  with  great  expectations.  In  conclusion 
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may  I  say  that  we  are  looking  forward  with  great  expectations  the 
immediate  arrival  back  home  of  His  Gracious  Highness  the  Maha¬ 
raja  and  the  lioyal  party  with  very  fruitful  experience  in  other 
countries. 

Mr.  E.  E.  Pandarathil  ( Member ,  Sri  Mulam  Assembly )  : 
Sir,  allow  me  to  associate  myself  with  what  has  been  said  by  the 
previous  speakers  in  expressing  my  profound  gratitude  to  His 
Highness  the  Maharaja  for  the  gracious  message  in  which  he  has 
again  shown  that  the  interests  of  this  country  are  always  in  his 
heart.  Even  in  this  voyage  of  discovery  for  our  benefit  from  a 
sister  culture  he  has  not  forgotten  us.  The  benefits  of  our  State 
are  writ  large  in  his  mind.  Sir,  the  sentiments  and  ideas  that  you 
have  expressed  in  your  address  fill  us  with  confidence  and  encoura¬ 
gement.  We  have  been  too  long  patting  ourselves  with  the  idea 
that  ours  is  a  country  with  great  possibilities.  Your  words  have 
brought  home  the  fact  that  we  have  to  face  concrete  facts-  The 
question  of  education  touches  me  most,  because  I  come  from  a  con¬ 
stituency  which  lacks  education.  We  who  have  been  worshipping 
education,  worshipping  the  training  of  the  head  more  than  the 
training  of  the  hand— it  is  time  that  we  deve'op  our  technical 
abilities  and  use  our  hands  a  little  more  than  we  have  been  doing  in 
the  past.  A  now  re-orientation  of  the  system  of  education  will  be 
all  to  our  good. 

Sir,  along  with  the  replanning  and  the  improvement  of  the 
urban  areas,  I  think  you  have  referred  also  to  the  rural  problem. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  your  reference  to  the 'reconstitution  and  enlar¬ 
gement  of  the  Land  Mortgage  Bank  with  a  view  to  redeem  the 
plight  of  the  debt-burdened  peasants  of  this  State  is  a  matter  con¬ 
cerning  the  rural  areas.  That,  I  consider,  is  sufficient  indication  of 
the  benefit  that  the  agriculturist  is  going  to  derive  from  your  new 
scheme. 

Once  again  expressing  our  loyalty  and  devotion  to  His  High¬ 
ness,  I  conclude. 

President :  I  have  listened  not  only  with  interest  but  with 
considerable  gratitude  to  the  sentiments  that  have  been  given  ex¬ 
pression  to.  I  look  forward  confidently  to  that  discriminating  co¬ 
operation  which  has  been  promised  to  Government.  Cooperation 
which  is  uot  discriminating,  which  does  not  mix  with  it  an  element 
of  judicious  criticism,  mere  mechanical  assent,  is  futile,  is  worthless. 
I  therefore  value  that  co-operation  which  is  based  on  judgment  and 
on  discrimination. 

I  shall  convey  to  His  Highness,  as  in  duty  bound,  these  senti¬ 
ments  of  loyalty  and  devotion,  to  him  and  to  his  dynasty,  which,  I 
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know,  are  assured  by  every  community  and  every  individual  in  the 
State.  His  Highness  has  ceased  to  be  the  Maha  Raja  of  Tra  van  core 
solely  ;  he  has  become  an  all- India,  a  world  figure.  But,  the 
affection,  the  loyal  devotion  of  his  subjects  will  surely  bean  encourage¬ 
ment  to  one  who  has  been  very  rightly  and  very  legitimately 
described  as  the  greatest  patriot  in  Travancore.  I  shall  convey  to 
him  your  feelings  of  devotion  and  loyalty  with  the  utmost  pleasure. 

The  business  before  the  Joint  Session  will  now  conclude.  I 
thank  you  all  for  your  patience  and  for  your  kindness. 

The  Joint  sitting  terminated  at  4-36  i\  M, 

E.I,  OH  A  CKO, 

Secretary  to  the  Sri  Chitra  State  Council. 
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The  Council  met  in  Joint  Session  with  the  Sri  Mulam 
Assembly  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at  Eleven  of  the 
Clock,  the  President,  Sachivottama  Sir  C.  P.  Ramaswatni  Aiyar, 
k.  c.  i.  to.  presiding. 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  ( Financial 
Secretary  tj  Government):  I  rise  to  present-  the  Budget 

Estimates  and  the  usual  financial  statements  i for  the  year  1113, 
which  is  my  second  budget. 

Before  reviewing  the  financial  position  for  the  current  and 
ensuing  years,  I  shall  explain  briefly  the  results  of  the  last 
completed  financial  year  (1111  ji.  e.). 

ACTUALS  1111. 

2.  The  ordinary  revenue  and  expenditure  charged  to  revenue 
for  the  year  1111  were  Rs  231 '88  lakhs  and  Rs  235'94  lakhs 
respectively  against  the  revised  estimates  of  Rs  229'28  lakhs  and 
Rs  234'34  lakhs  respectively.  The  year  1111  thus  closed  with 
a  deficit  of  Rs  4'06  lakhs  as  against  a  deficit  of  Rs  5'06  lakhs 
anticipated  in  the  revised  estimates.  This  was  the  result  of  an 
improvement  in  the  anticipated  revenue  by  Rs  2’60  lakhs  off-set 
by  an  increase  in  expenditure  by  Rs  I  ‘60  lakhs.  The  increase 
under  revenue  occurred  chiefly  under  Land  Revenue  {'ll  \ 
Stamps  (I'l 3), Scientific  and  Miscellaneous  Departments  (I'35), 
Buildings,  Communications,  etc.,  (HO)  and  Willingdon  Water 
Works  ('46\  Under  Land  Revenue  the  increase  was  due  to 
better  collections  especially  under  old  arrears,  towards  the 
closing  months  of  1111-  While  revising  the  estimates  under 
revenue  on  Stamps  about  this  time  last  year,  a  decrease  of 
G.  P.  T.  3531.  350.  23-12-1112. 


28  THIS  TRAVANC'.OHB  SRT  CIUTISA  STATU  COUNdli  |  *21  ST  •>  ,T'-V 

[Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar.  J 
Rs  4*50  lakhs  was  expected  due  to  the  economic  depression. 
But  the  actual  fall  amounted  only  to  Rs  3*37  lakhs.  The 
increase  in  revenue  under  Scientific  and  Miscellaneous  Depart¬ 
ments  was  chiefly  under  Mining  Royalty  due  to  the  receipt  of 

arrears  due  from  the  Travancore  Minerals  Co.,  Ltd.  Under 
Buildings,  Communications  etc.,  there  were  larger  receipts  under 
“Tolls”  and  “Workshop  Revenue  Receipts.”  The  improve¬ 
ment  in  revenue  under  Willingdon  Water  Works  was  chiefly 
due  to  the  contribution  of  Rs  1  lakh'-  paid  by  the  Trivandrum 
Municipality. 

On  the  expenditure  side,  '  there  was  a  net  increase  in  ex¬ 
penditure  of  Rs  I  *60  lakhs.  The  main  increase  was  under 
Medical,  Public  Health  and  Sanitation  (*37),  Buildings,  Com¬ 
munications  etc.,  (1-07),  Army  (46)  and  Superannuation 
allowances  and  pensions  (*46).  The  receipts  from  the  sale  of 
Government  lands,  and  Capital  expenditure  not  charged  to  re¬ 
venue  amounted  to  Rs -86  of  a  lakh,  and  Rs  21*83  lakhs,  res¬ 
pectively  against  the  revised  estimates  of  Rs  *85  of  a  lakh  and 
Rs  23*74  lakhs. 

As  a  result  of  the  year’s  transactions,  'both  ordinary  and 
capital,  the  Government  balance  which  was  expected  to  stand  at 
Rs  80*27  lakhs  amounted  to  Rs  83' 14  lakhs  at  the  close  of  the 
year. 

REVISED  ESTIMATES  FOR  1112; 

3.  The  budget  estimates  for  the  current  year  were  framed 
for  a  total  revenue  of  Rs  245*92  lakhs  and  provided  for  a  pro¬ 
gramme  of  expenditure  of  Rs  242*38  lakhs,  thus  anticipating  a 
revenue  surplus  of  Rs  3*54  lakhs.  During  the  budget  discussions 
of  last  year,  several  members  criticised  strongly  the  estimates, 
particularly  those  of  revenue,  as  being  too  sanguine  and  difficult 
of  realisation.  I  remember  Rao  Sahib  Mahakavi  Ullur  S. 
Parameswara  Aiyar  advising  me  in  his  speech  on  the  occasion 
to  pray  to  God  that  I  may  be  able  to  realise  my  expectations  in 
this  respect,  without  suffering  keen  disappointment  like  my  pre¬ 
decessors.  As  a  result  of  our  prayers  and  mainly  because 
of  the  energetic  drive  of  the  present  Dewan,  who  assumed 
charge  shortly  after  the  last  budget,  whose  career  is,  as 
you  all  know,  characterised  by  uniform  good  fortune  and  pros¬ 
perity,  and  whose  touch  converts  everything  into  gold,  lam 
today  in  the  happy  position  of  being  able  to  announce  that  on 
tne  basis  of  the  actuals  so  far  available,  our  revenue  is  expected 
to  stand  at  Rs  251*54  lakhs,  a  peak  point  never  before  reached  in 
the  annals  of  the  State,  and  expenditure  at  Rs  240*02  lakhs, 
and  that  the  revenue  surplus  for  the  year  is  now  expected 'to 


amount  to  Rs  1 1 '5 2  lakhs,  which  is  the  highest  figure  on  record 
since  1 104.  Even  allowing  for  the  subsequent  levy  of  supertax 
during  the  year  which  accounts  for  a  yield  of  Rs  70  of  a  lakh 
only,  the  results  show  a  net  improvement  of  Rs  7*28  lakhs  over 
the  budget  estimates. 

4.  The  ordinary  revenue  of  the  year  is  expected  to  be  better 
than  the  budget  anticipation  by  Rs  5'62  lakhs.  The  expected 
increases  are  mainly  under  Land  Revenue  (2'46),  Taxes  on 
Income  ('79  j,  Excise  (1*94;,  Stamps  (2*46),  Registration  (’57) 
and  Scientific  and  Miscellaneous  Departments  ('79).  The 
improvement  under  Land  Revenue  is  due  to  the  better  collection 
of  the  accumulated  arrears.  I  may  mention  here  that  as  a  result 
of  the  representations  made  on  behalf  of  Nanjinad  Ryots,  ad¬ 
ditional  relief  amounting  to  about  Rs  22,400  was  sanctioned 
during  the  current  year  in  respect  of  about  1 2,283  acres  of 
dry  land  conversions  and  about  3,335  acres  of  Ayacut 
wet  lands  left  fallow  in  the  Kodayar  commanded  area  for 
the  Kanni  crop  of  1111  m.  b.  owing  to  the  non-supply  of  water 
from  the  Kodayar  Reservoir.  Under  Taxes  on  Income,  the 
increase  is  due  mainly  to  the  imposition  of  supertax  during  the 
year  which  is  expected  to  bring  in  a  revenue  of  Rs  '70  of  a  lakh. 
Excise  revenue  is  expected  to  be  better  than  the  budget  by 
Rs  1  '94  lakhs  of  which  Rs  '95  of  a  lakh  is  under  Tobacco,  due 
to  the  steps  taken  by  Government  to  prevent  the  existing 
organised  smuggling  of  tobacco  through  the  Northern  Frontiers. 
Abkari  and  Opium  revenue  is  expected  to  bring  in  an  increase 
of  Rs  *99  of  a  lakh  on  account  of  better  collections.  When  the 
budget  estimates  for  the  current  year  were  framed,  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  that  with  the  passing  of  the  Agriculturists’  Relief 
Regulation  III  of  1112,  and  the  constitution  of  the  Debt  Con¬ 
ciliation  Boards,  the  revenue  from  Stamps  and  'Registration  will 
be  seriously  affected  on  account  of  fall  in  the  number  of  litigations 
and  registration  of  documents  and  consequently  there  would  be 
a  substantial  decrease  in  the  revenue  under  these  heads.  But, 
as  the  Debt  Conciliation  Boards  have  only  recently  been  consti¬ 
tuted,  the  revenue  under  these  major  heads  is  expected  to  be 
better  than  the  original  anticipation  by  Rs  2'46  lakhs  and 
Rs  *57  of  a  lakh  respectively.  The  increase  under  Registration 
is  also  due  to  the  registration  during  the  year  of  a  number  of 
new  joint  stock  companies  with  large  capital.  The  increase  of 
Rs  "79  of  a  lakh  under  Scientific  and  Miscellaneous  Departments 
is  under  Mining,  the  expected  receipts  during  the  year  being 
Rs  1*39  lakhs  against  Rs  *60  of  a  lakh  anticipated  in  the  budget. 
Decreases  are  expected  under  some  of  the  major  heads  of  revenue 
of  which  the  important  ones  are  Customs  (21  7),  Interest  ('86), 


30  THE- TRAVANCOIUi  SKI  CHITRA  STATU  I’OUJU'lli  |-1sT  JUIA’  l!).)7 

[Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswarai  Aiyar.] 

Industries  ('98)  and  The  Willingdon  Water  Works,  Trivand¬ 
rum  (’45).  Under  Customs,  the  expected  fall  is  mainly  under 
exports,  due  to  lesser  export  of  pepper  for  want  of  favourable 
foreign  markets.  In  the  Alleppey  Se^  Customs  alone,  the  export 
duty  on  pepper  has  declined  by  Rs  i  '30  lakhs  up  to  the  end  of 
Medom  this  year.  It  is  also  due  to  the  decline  under  import 
duty  on  broken  rice  which  alone  accounted  for  a  revenue  of 
Rs  -7l  of  a  lakh  to  the  end  of  Medom  last  year,  while  there  was 
no  import  during  (the  corresponding  period  this  year.  The 
reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  on  the  capital  outlay  on  the 
Pall i vasal  Hydro-Electric  Scheme  during  the  period  of  construc¬ 
tion  from  five  per  cent,  to  four  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the 
beginning  of  the  current  year,  with  a  view  to  avoid  over-loading 
the  capital  account,  accounts  for  the  fall  under  Interest  .receipts. 
Under  Industries,  the  decrease  is  due  to  the  fact  that  during  the 
year,  the  Rubber  [Factory  which  was  expected  to  bring  in  a 
receipt  ,of  Rs  1'30  lakhs  was  leased  out  to  a  joint  stock 
company  for  a  period  of  10  years.  The  contribution  by  the 
Trivandrum  Municipality  towards  the  working  expenses  of  the 
Willingdon  Water  Works  including  the  2nd  stage  was  estimated 
at  Rs  1*15  lakhs  in  the  budget  for  the  year.  It  has  now  been 
decided  that  the  contribution  be  fixed  at  Rs  75,000  for  each  of 
the  years  1111  and  1112  and  Rs  82,500  for  1 1 1?.  Since  the 
Municipality  remitted  Rs  1  lakh  in  1111  against  Rs  75,000  only 
due,  the  excess  has  been  deducted  from  the  current  year’s 
receipts.  This  accounts  for  the  fall  under  the  major  head  “The 
Willingdon  Water  Works.” 

5.  On  the  expenditure  side,  a  net  decrease  of  Rs  2' 37 
lakhs  or  nearly  one  per  cent,  of  ithe  estimated  expenditure  is 
anticipated.  The  chief  items  which  contribute  to  this  saving  are 
Forests  (’51),  Palace  (F44),  Education  ('84),  Industries  ( I'l 4) 
and  Army  (1  74).  The  decrease  of  expenditure  under  Forests 
is  under  Conservancy  and  Works,  due  to  expected  savings  in 
working  expenses.  Under  Palace,  the  decrease  is  due  to  the 
re-classification  of  the  items  of  expenditure  included  under  this 
group  with  effect  from  the  beginning  of  the  current  year  accord¬ 
ing  to  which  the  Palace  Civil  List  alone  is  shown  under  this 
group  and  the  remaining  items  have  been  transferred  to  other 
ma]°'j  jeacis  c!osely  related  t0  the  nature  of  the  expenditure 
provided  for.  This  accounts  for  the  increased  expenditure  under 
the  major  heads,  Political  Pensions  and  Miscellaneous  Political 
expenditure.  Expenditure  on  education  is  expected  to  be  less 
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than  the  budget  by  Rs  ‘84  of  a  lakh,  the  saving  being  mainly  under 
salaries.  It  is  also  due  to  the  retrenchment  of  expenditure 
effected  in  the  department  of  which  the  important  items  were  the 
abolition  of  the  ihiruvella  English  Middle  School  for  Girls, 
the  abolition  of  Manual  Training  in  the  Training  College  and 
Schools,  the  reduction  of  His  Highness  the  Maharaja’s  College 
for  Women  to  the  II  grade,  etc.  As  already  explained  in  para  4 
above,  the  decrease  under  Industries  is  due  to  the  transfer  of  the 
Rubber  Factory  from  Government  management  to  a  limited 
company  on  lease  for  a  period  of  1 0  years.  The  estimated 
saving  under  Army  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  strength  of  the 
Forces  has  not  been  brought  up  to  the  full  sanctioned  number. 
Increased  expenditure  is  also  expected  under  Buildings,  Com¬ 
munications  and  Miscellaneous  Public  Improvements  (2'26),  due 
to  the  additional  grants  sanctioned  in  the  course  of  the  year  for 
urgent  works. 

6.  On  the  Capital  section  Sale  proceeds  of  Government  lands 
are  expected  to  bring  in  Rs  F40  lakhs  as  against  Rs  1  *50  lakhs 
anticipated  in  the  budget,  while  the  capital  outlay  on  Non¬ 
productive  Schemes  is  now  estimated  to  amount  to  Rs  1 8‘ 90 
lakhs  against  the  budgeted  expenditure  of  Rs  43'24  lakhs. 

7.  Under  the  tentative  arrangements  entered  into  by 
Government  with  the  State  Aided  Bank  of  Travancoie  Ltd., 
Alleppey,  vide  Press  Communiques  dated  9th  and  20th  Septembei 
1936  issued  by  Government,  Government  agreed  to  waive 
Bh.  Rs  2q  lakhs  out  of  the  cash  credit  adv  ace  of  Bh.  Rs  5  lakhs 
on  certain  conditions.  The  Bank  ha  e  now  fulfilled  those 
conditions  and  provision  has  therefore  been  made  for  the  write¬ 
off  of  the  sum  of  Bh.  Rs  21-  lakhs  as  Capital  loss, on  investments  in 
the  accounts  of  the  current  year.  In  the  result,  a  net  outgoing 
of  Rs  8'53  lakhs  is  expected  against  Rs  38-20  lakhs  anticipated 
in  the  budget.  The  Government  Account  balance  which  was 
Rs  83'  1 4  lakhs  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  is  now  expected  to 
be  reduced  to  Rs  74'61  fakhs  at  the  close  of  the  current  year. 

BUDGET  ESTIMATES  FOE  1118. 

8.  I  shall  now  pass  on  to  the  budget  estimates  of  the  coming 
year.  I  would  invite  your  attention  to  the  memorable  and 
comprehensive  address  delivered  by  the  Dewan  at  the  Joint 
Session  of  the  Assembly  and  Council  just  a  month  ago,  explain¬ 
ing  in  detail  the  policy  and  programme  of  Government  in  regard 
to  all  important  matters,  administrative,  financial,  industrial, 
commercial,  agricultural,  etc.  The  budget  estimates  embody 
proposals  to  implement  the  plans  out-lined  in  the  address 
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as  far  as  possible,  having  regard  to  the  resources  available 
and  have  been  prepared  on  the  basis  of  normal  expectations 
in  regard  to  the  continuance  of  the  present  conditions. 

9.  The  budget  estimates  for  the  next  year  have  been  prepared 
on  the  expectation  of  a  total  revenue  of  Rs  249 '48  lakhs  and 
the  programme  of  expenditure  chargeable  to  the  year’s  income 
has  been  fixed  at  Rs  246  88  lakhs,  leaving  a  small  surplus  of 
Rs  2' 60  lakhs.  Capital  receipts  are  expected  to  bring  in 
Rs  4*01  lakhs  and  our  programme  of  Capital  expenditure  on  Non¬ 
productive  works  is  estimated  at  Rs  39*32  lakhs,  Productive 
works  to  the  extent  of  Rs  47*28  lakhs  being  provided  under  the 
Debt  section  of  the  budget.  The  anticipated  Capital  loss  of 
Rs  1*58  lakhs  on  our  investments  in  the  Travancore  Sugars  is 
also  proposed  to  be  written  off  the  accounts  in  the  next  year. 
We  shall  thus  be  drawing  from  our  accumulated  surplus, 
Rs  34* 29  lakhs  in  the  next  year.  In  the  result,  the  Government 
Account  balance  is  expected  to  be  reduced  from  Rs  74*61  lakhs 
o  Rs  40*32  lakhs  at  the  close  of  1113.  This  is  mainly  due  to 
the  new  system  adopted  in  relation  to  Capital  expenditure. 

Revenue. 

10.  The  budgeted  revenue  for  the  next  year  is  Rs  249  48 
lakhs  as  against  the  current  year’s  anticipated  revenue  of 
Rs  231*54  lakhs.  While  improvement  in  revenue  to  the  extent 
of  Rs  9*85  lakhs  is  expected  under  some  of  the  revenue  heads,  a 
decline  of  Rs  1 1  '9 1  lakhs  is  expected  under  others  of  which 
Rs  1 1  '03  lakhs  is  under  Customs  revenue.  The  items  which 
contribute  to  the  increase  are  mainly  Taxes  on  Income  (I *71 ), 
Excise  (2*26),  Excise  duty  on  matches  (*77),  Interest  (1*62), 
Industries  (’80),  Currency  and  Mint  (1*0*4),  and  Miscellaneous 
( *35).  The  increase  under  Income  tax  is  expected  mainly  under 
Income  derived  from  business, and  Supertax  as  a  result  of  the 
revision  of  income-tax  rates  and  the  measures  proposed  to  be 
adopted  against  evasion  of  payment  of  tax.  Under  Excise,  im¬ 
provement  in  revenue  is  expected  both  under  Tobacco,  and 
Abkari  and  Opium  to  the  extent  of  Rs  1  *75  lakhs  and  Rs  *51 
of  a  lakh  respectively.  As  a  result  of  the  special  measures  pro- 
posed  to  be  adopted  to  check  effectively  smuggling  of  tobacco 
through  the  Northern  Frontiers,  it  is  expected  that  the  increase 
in  revenue  estimated  for  the  next  year  will  be  realised.  Under 
Abkari  and  Opium,  the  expected  increase  is  on  account  of  the 
collection  of  a  portion  of  the  arrears  of  Excise  revenue  which 
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now  stand  at  Rs  9. lakhs.  Under  Excise  duty  on  matches,  the 
anticipated  increase  is  under  contribution  from  the  ■  Government 
of  India  out  of  the  paol  of  the  receipts  for  the  whole  of  India 
for  the  year  ended  March  1937.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  our 
share  of  the  proceeds  of  this  duty  does  not  depend  on  the  actual 
collections  in  this  State,  but  on  our  total  population.  Interest 
receipts  are  expected  to  be  better  than  the  revised  estimate  by 
Rs  1 ’62  lakhs,  due  partly  to  the  adjustment  of  interest  on  the 
growing  capital  outlay  on  the  Pallivasal  Hydro-Electric  Scheme 
and  partly  to  increased  receipts  from  the  Current  and  Fixed 
deposits  in  the  Bank.  The  receipts  anticipated  on  account  of 
the  sale  of  manufactured  articles  and  raw  materials  in  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  Rubber  Factory  to  the  new  Company  recently  floated 
and  the  Government’s  share  of  the  profits  in  the  working  of  the 
Travancore  Sugars  &  Chemicals,  Ltd.,  which  is  estimated  at 
Rs  30,000,  account  for  the  increase  under  Industries.  The  new 
silver  coins  for  the  face  value  of  Rs  2  lakhs  for  which  orders 
have  been  placed  with  the  Birmingham  Mint  in  the  current  year 
are  expected  to  arrive  only  early  next  year  and  will  be  credited 
in  the  accounts  of  1113.  The  gain  thereon  and  that  on  the 
minting  of  copper  coins  in  the  Government  Mint,  account  for  the 
increase  under  Currency  and  Mint.  In  connection  with  the 
contract  for  the  supply  of  Penstock  pipes  for  the  Pallivasal 
Hydro-Electric  Scheme,  by  a  firm  in  Poland,  the  Polish  autho¬ 
rities  agreed  to  arrange  for  the  purchase  of  a  stipulated  quantity 
of  pepper  from  Travancor  e.  On  account  of  the  failure  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  stipulated  quantity  of  pepper,  the  Polish  authorities 
have  agreed  to  pay  Rs  22,666  as  compensation.  It  is  proposed 
to  credit  the  amount  when  realised  to  general  revenues  under 
Miscellaneous.  This  accounts  for  the  anticipated  increase 
under  this  major  head. 

The  anticipated  fall  in  revenue  in  the  next  year  as  compared 
with  the  revised  estimate  is  under  Customs  (1  I '03)  and  Stamps 
(•64).  Under  the  revised  draft  agreement  in  regard  to  the 
Cochin  Harbour  Scheme,  the  Travancore  Government’s  share  of 
the  net  receipts  of  the  Harbour  is  only  Rs  1 6k  lakhs  so  long  as 
the  net  collections  do  not  exceed  Rs  63  lakhs.  Deducting  from 
this  amount,  the  duty  on  foreign  tobacco  and  import  duty  realised 
in  our  ports  from  Mtinambom  to  Quilon,  and  taking  credit  for 
two  instalments  aggregating  to  Rs  1,47,319  due  from  the  Cochin 
Government  towards  the  refund  of  duty  on  Jaffna  Tobacco 
already  pooled  for  division  during  the  years  193 1-32  to  1934-35, 
the  net  revenue  under  this  item  for  the  next  year  is  estimated  at 
Rs  12' 40  lakhs  as  against  Rs  24*42  lakhs  in  the  current  year 
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which  included  a  special  windfall  of  Bh.  Rs  6'84  lakhs  on  account 
of  the  reft  id  by  the  British  Government  of  the  duty  on  tobacco 
referred  to  above.  An  improvement  of  Rs  1  lakh  is  anticipated 
in  the  ordinary  Customs  revenue.  The  institution  of  Debt 
Conciliation  Boards  is  expected  to  result  in  a  decrease  of  Stamp 
revenue  to  the  extent  of  Rs  ‘64  of  a  lakh. 

Expenditure  charge d  to  Revenue. 

1 1 .  The  demands  of  the  _  ;veral  departments  for  expenditure 
during  the  next  year  have  been  carefully  scrutinised  both  by 
the  Government  and  the  Standing  Finance  Committee  and  the 
arants  fixed  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  requirements  and 
the  available  resources  of  the  State.  The  total  expenditure 
provided  for  in  the  budget  for  the  next  year  is  Rs  246'88  lakhs. 
This  is  in  excess  of  the  revised  estimates  of  the  current  year  by 
Rs  6' 86  lakhs.  I  shall  now  deal  with  the  more  important  items. 

12.  Standardisation  of  Salaries.  With  the  object  of  grant¬ 
ing  relief  to  those  who  were  hard  hit  by  the  revision  of  pay 
introduced  as  a  result  of  the  standardisation  scheme,  the 
rates  of  pay  of  low  paid  subordinates  drawing  Rs  100 
and  below  have  been  revised  with  effect  from  1st  Chingom 
1113.  This  revision  is  expected  to  involve  ultimately  an 
increase  of  about  Rs.  93,000  per  annum  roughly.  Estimates 
for  1 1 13  have  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  revised 
scales.  It  is  hoped  that  this  revision  will  remove  the  discontent 
existing  in  the  ranks  of  the  low  paid  subordinates,  bring  relief 
to  about  7C 00  employees  and  result  in  the  greater  efficiency  of 
the  public  service.^ 

13.  Land  Revenue.  The  Jenmikaram  Settlement  work  is 
nearing  completion  and  provision  is  therefore  made  for  its  con¬ 
tinuance  only  on  a  reduced  scale  during  the  coming  year.  An 
area  of  1 0,000  acres  of  cardamom  lands  in  Pallivasai  Pakuthy  is 
set  apart  for  registry  to  bona  fide  Travancorcans  at  a  conces¬ 
sional  rate.  The  special  survey  party  for  the  sub  division  and 
survey  of  these  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  registry,  will  be  con¬ 
tinued.  Provision  is  also  made  for  the  continuance  of  the  tem¬ 
porary  staff  for  checking  Puduval  Sub-division  sketches  and  for 
clearing  off  the  arrears  in  checking  and  closing  survey  records. 
The  present  temporary  staff  for  the  demarcation  and  survey  of 
encroachments  within  the  Cardamom  Hills  reserve  is  proposed  to 
be  continued  for  6  months  during  1113.  As  several  special 


survey  works  are  proposed  to  be  taken  up  in  1113,  provision  is 
made  for  the  opening  of  a  special  survey  class  and  for  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  present  temporary  Survey  School,  Kottayam. 

14.  Income  Tax  Department. — It  is  considered  urgently 
necessary  to  arrange  for  a  thorough  overhaul  and  re-organisation 
of  the  Income  Tax  Department,  in  consequence  of  the  recent 
amendments  to  the  Regulation  and  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
the  procedure  followed  and  tightening  up  the  control  in  regard 
to  assessment  and  collection  of  the  tax  so  as  to  minimise  the 
chances  of  considerable  leakages  of  revenue  and  to  counteract 
clever  ruses  evidently  adopted  at  present  to  evade  payment  in 
several  cases.  With  a  view  therefore  to  examine  the  working 
of  the  department,  to  suggest  measures  for  improvement  and  to 
effect  a  thorough  re-organisation,  it  is  proposed  to  obtain  the 
services  of  an  experienced  Income  Tax  Officer  from  British  India 
for  a  period  of  6  months  on  a  pay  of  Rs  600  per  mensem.  The 
two  temporary  Income  tax  Collectors  at  Trivandrum  and 
Alleppey  are  also  proposed  to  be  continued  during  the  coming 
year.  A  provision  of  about  Rs  1 4,500  has  accordingly  been 
made  in  the  budget  for  the  above  purposes.  It  is  also  proposed 
to  put  on  special  duty  one  of  our  Senior  Revenue  Officers  to 
conduct  the  work  of  the  Department  under  the  general  supervision 
of  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner. 

15.  Excise.  —  It  is  essential  to  launch  on  a  continuous,  syste¬ 
matic,  and  determined  drive  against  the  smuggling  of  tobacco 
that  is  being  undoubtedly  carried  on  in  the  Northern  Frontiers 
of  this  State,  and  that  is  depriving  the  State  of  considerable 
legitimate  revenue  estimated  at  between  10  to  20  lakhs  of  rupees. 
The  smuggling  has  become  of  late  the  regular  business  of  well 
organised  gangs  of  unscrupulous  characters  who  appear  to  be 
backed  up  from  behind  the  screen  by  apparently  respectable 
capitalists.  The  extent  of  the  malpractices  now  resorted  to  is 
evident  from  the  figures  of  tobacco  consumption  near  the 
Frontier  and  at  a  distance  from  the  Frontier.  For  instance 
the  average  annual  consumption  of  tobacco  per  head  at  Parur  is 
about  2  lbs,  while  at  Nagcrcoil  it  is  about  1 0  lbs.  As  a  result 
of  the  prevailing  economic  depression,  the  ranks  of  the  gangs  of 
smugglers  have  swelled  considerably  and  their  nefarious  trans¬ 
actions  have  become  more  extensive.  The  inevitable  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  increased  activities  of  the  smugglers  is  the  marked 
fall  in  the  consumption  of  duty-paid  tobacco.  This  is  evident 
from  the  fact  that  the  quantity  consumed  during  1111  has  gone 
much  below  the  quantity  consumed  during  the  year  1 1 03.  The 
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budget  for  the  next  year  includes  a  provision  of  Rs  1 ,1 2,371  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  staff  of  Inspectors,  Petty  Officers 
and  Peons  in  the  Excise  Department  and  for  the  pay  of  the 
Reserve  Police  posted  at  the  Frontier,  sufficient  to  check  the 
activities  of  the  smugglers.  The  campaign  may  have  to  be 
conducted  persistently  for  several  years  and  the  whole-hearted 
co-operation  of  the  Legislature  and  the  public  is  required  for  any 
perceptible  effect  to  be  reflected  in  the  Excise  returns. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  the  staff  necessary  for  the 
Customs  Houses  and  Preventive  Stations  for  the  Anjengo  and 
Thangacherry  Frontiers  in  consequence  of  the  decision  of  this 
Government  and  the  Government  of  Madras  to  discontinue  from 
1st  July  1937  the  system  of  leasing  to  this  Government  the 
Abkari  and  Opium  revenues  of  those  places  and  to  take  up  the 
work  of  collection  themselves. 

16.  Forests. — Provision  has  been  made  for  the  continuance 
of  the  temporary  staff  dealing  with  the  Kudivila  claims  on  royal 
trees  removed  from  private  lands  and  for  the  purchase  of  a  Jolly 
boat  and  the  construction  of  a  picnic  shed  of  wood  at  the  Game 
Sanctuary  and  for  the  continuance  of  the  Officer  on  special  duty 
for  the  preparation  and  issue  of  a  comprehensive  work  on  the 
Hill  Tribes  and  primitive  communities  in  Travancore, 

17.  Stamps.  —In  commemoration  of  the  eventful  Temple 
Entry  Proclamation  dated  27th  Thulam  1112,  Temple  Entry 
Anchal  Stamps  of  the  denominations  of  3  chackrams,  1  f  chack- 
rams,  1 2  cash  and  6  cash,  of  a  pictorial  design,  bearing  the  effigy 
of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja  and  pictures  of  important 
temples,  were  issued  during  the  year.  They  have  been  popular 
and  stamps  to  the  value  of  Rs  20,000  are  expected  to  be  sold 
during  the  current  year. 

18.  Interest  and  Sinking  Fund. — Provision  has  been  made 
for  payment  of  interest  amounting  to  Rs  178  lakhs  for  a  full  year 
on  the  3j  per  cent  Government  Loan,  1956,  in  the  budget 
estimates  for  1113. 

The  question  regarding  provision  to'  be  made  for  Sinking 
Fund  for  the  3\  per  cent  Loan,  1 956,  referred  to  in  para  9  of  my 
budget  speech  for  last  year,  was  further  examined.  The  Loan 
was  raised  mainly  for  financing  the  Pallivasal  Hydro-Electric 
Scheme,  which  is  now  in  progress.  Until  the  scheme  develops 
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and  begins  to  yield  full  revenue,  it  is  proposed  to  create  a  Sink¬ 
ing  Fund  by  an  annual  contribution  of  Bh.  Rs  50,000  from  1113 
for  the  purchase  and  cancellation  of  our  securities  if  and  when 
they  depreciate  and  stand  below  par  in  the  market. 

19.  General  -Administration . — Provision  has  been  made  for 
the  regrading  of  the  number  of  appointments  in  the  several  grades 
of  the  ministerial  staff  in  the  Secretariat,  for  the  continuance  of 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  Private  Secretary  to  the  Dewan, 
of  the  temporary  staff  for  the  revision  of  the  State  Manual  for 
3  months  during  1113,  and  for  the  listing,  copying,  etc.,  of  the 
large  collections  of  valuable  old  records  preserved  in  the 
Mathilagom  and  Central  Vernacular  Records,  and  the  temporary 
staff  for  the  Press  Room. 

With  a  view  to  secure  co-ordination  and  economy  in  the 
purchase  of  stores  required  by  the  various  departments  of  public 
service  in  the  State  and  to  encourage  local  and  Indian  purchases 
as  far  as  possible,  a  Stores  Purchase  Committee  has  been  consti¬ 
tuted  consisting  of  the  Chief  Secretary  as  President,  the  Finan¬ 
cial  Secretary  to  Government  and  the  Director  of  Industries  as 
members,  with  the  power  of  co-opting  heads  of  departments 
whenever  necessary.  Details  of  procedure,  regarding  indents, 
etc.,  have  been  settled  and  purchases  of  stores  will  be  made 
through  the  Committee  with  effect  from  1st  Chingom  1113.  A 
provision  of  Rs  3,525  on  account  of  the  pay  of  the  clerical  staff 
and  contingencies  is  made  under  41 — Miscellaneous. 

A  senior  officer  has  been  placed  on  special  duty  for  the 
revision  of  the  Codes  of  the  Army  Department  which  has  been 
recently  reorganised,  and  the  various  Accounts  and  Departmental 
Codes  which  are  very  much  out  of  date. 

20.  Administration  of  Justice . — With  the  establishment  of 
Conciliation  Boards  at  important  centres  of  the  State  for  giving 
effect  to  the  provisions  of  the  Agriculturists’  Relief  Regulation 
III  of  1112  for  which  a  provision  of  Rs  '55  of  a  lakh  has  been 
made  for  the  next  year,  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  con¬ 
siderable  relief  to  the  existing  Civil  Courts.  The  continuance 
of  the  existing  temporary  Second  Judges  and  Munsiffs’  'courts  as 
well  as  the  temporary  Sirkar  Vakils’  offices  has  been  provided 
for  about  six  months  only  by  which  time  it  is  expected  that  the 
question  of  a  possible  reduction  will  be  considered  and  decided 
upon.  Provision  has  also  been  made  for  the  continuance  of  the 
Temporary  Fourth  Bench  of  the  High  Court  till  8th  Vrischigom 
1 113  and Jor  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  which  is  now 
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engaged  in  considering  the  laws  relating  to  commercial  transac¬ 
tions,  arbitration  and  companies,  for  a  portion  ol  the  year,  until 
the  future  of  the  Committee  is  considered  and  orders  issued. 

21.  Police.— In  addition  to  the  continuance  of  the  existing 
Police  Out-posts  at  Santhanpara,  Munnar  and  Thalayar,  pro¬ 
vision  has  been  made  for  the  revival  of  the  outpost  at  ihannccr- 
mukkam  and  also  for  strengthening  the  staff  of  constabulary  in 
the  Traffic  Branch,  in  view  of  the  large  increase  in  motor  traffic. 

22.  Education. — The  expenditure  next  year  is  estimated  at 
Rs  49*65  lakhs.  This  is  about  20  per  cent,  ol  the  total  revenues 
of  the  State  and  exceeds  the  revised  estimate  for  the  current  year 
by  Rs  1*75  lakhs. 

To  give  effect  to  the  scheme  for  the  establishment  of  a 
University  for  Travancore,  referred  to  in  the  Dewan’s  address 
to  the  Joint  Session,  a  Special  Officer  has  been  appointed  for  the 
preparation  of  the  scheme  and  to  perform  the  necessary  spade 
work  in  connection  therewith.  Besides  the  provision  for  the 
pay  and  allowances  of  the  Special  Officer  and  his  staff,  a  lump 
sum  of  Rs  63,000  has  also  been  provided  in  the  budget  for 
next  year.  A  lump  provision  of  Rs  1  lakh  has  been  made  under 
Capital  Expenditure  not  charged  to  Revenue  for  University 
Buildings,  etc. 

Government  have  invited  the  All  India  Oriental  Conference 
to  hold  their  Ninth  Session  in  Trivandrum  in  December  1937 
and  the  invitation  has  been  accepted.  A  lump  sum  of  Rs  1 2,000 
has  been  included  in  the  budget  for  1113  for  meeting  the 
expenses  during  the  next  year. 

Provision  has  also  been  made  for  the  continuance  of  the 
Vocational  Training  Schools  started  during  the  current  year  as 
an  experimental  measure  and  for  the  continuance  of  the  existing 
temporary  establishments  in  so  far  as  they  may  be  necessary,  ft 
is  also  proposed  to  enhance  the  provision  for  fixed  contingent 
grant  to  Vernacular  Schools. 

23.  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  In  view  of  the  great  possi¬ 
bilities  of  tobacco  cultivation  in  the  Travancore  State  and  of  the 
keen  interest  which  the  representatives  of  the  people  have  been 
evincing  in  the  matter,  Government  have  recently  sanctioned  a 
set  of  rules  enabling  the  people  of  the  State  to  undertake  tobacco 
cultivation.  Provision  has  been  made  in  the  budget  estimates 
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for  the  deputation  of  one  of  the  Agricultural  Inspectors  for  a 
period  of  6  months  to  Tinnevelly,  Coimbatore,  Guntur  and 
Jaffna  to  study  all  the  processes  of  cultivation,  curing  etc.,  of 
tobacco. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  revival  of  the  kai'i  experi¬ 
mental  station  at  Porakkad,  for  strengthening  the  Entomological 
Section  of  the  Agricultural  Department  by  the  appointment  of  a 
qualified  Assistant  for  carrying  on  extensive  campaign  towards 
the  serious  pests  of  rice  in  Travancore,  the  rice  stem  borer  and 
the  rice  swarming  caterpillar  which  have  in  recent  years 
assumed  epidemic  proportions  and  caused  heavy  loss  of  paddy 
especially  in  Nanjanad  and  Kuttauad  areas  and  for  importing 
Australian  Bees.  Provision  has  also  been  made  for  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  grants  for  the  maintenance  of  stud  bulls  in  the 
State  and  for  the  continuance  of  the  Agricultural  School  at 
Konni  during  1113- 

24.  Industries. — The  question  of  making  radical  changes  in 
the  organisation  of  the  Sales  Depot  at  Bombay  and  Trivandrum 
is  under  the  consideration  of  Government,  li  is  their  intention 
to  entrust  the  wofk  of  pushing  on  the  sales  of  Travancore  pro¬ 
ducts  to  non-official  agencies  like  the  Chambers  of  Commerce 
and  the  Cocoanut  Growers’  Association  in  the  State  and  to 
subsidise  and  assist  them.  Pending  final  decision  on  these  pro¬ 
posals,  provision  of  Rs  8,000  and  of  Rs  3,093  has  been  made  for 
the  next  year  for  the  Trade  Agency  at  Bombay  and  the  Sales 
Depot  at  Trivandrum  respectively.  Out  of  the  reduction  of  20 
per  cent,  made  in  1107  in  the  grants  to  aided  industrial  in¬ 
stitutions  in  the  State  as  a  measure  of  retrenchment,  Government 
have  sanctioned  the  restoration  of  one  half  of  the  cut  and  this  is 
included  in  the  budget.  The  whole  question  of  policy  regarding 
the  issue  of  mining  leases  or  agreements  was  considered  by 
Government  during  the  year  and  definite  rules  on  the  subject 
have  been  issued,  which  provide  among  other  matters,  for  the 
payment  to  Government,  in  addition  to  the  Royalty  fixed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  present  rules,  10  per  cent,  of  the  profits  of  the  com¬ 
panies. 

25.  Co-operative  Department. -  In  order  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  recent  Co-operative  Regulation,  provision  has 
been  made  for  strengthening  the  staff  of  the  department  by  the 
appointment  of  3  temporary  Inspectors  of  Co-operative  Societies. 
The  estimates  include  also  provision  of  Rs  3,000  for  grants  to 
supervising  unions  and  for  the  post  of  a  temporary  first  grade 
Inspector  as  Personal  Assistant  to  the  Registrar  of  Co-operative 
Societies. 
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26.  Uplift  of  Backward  Communities.— It  has  been  decided 
to  make  arrangements  for  carrying  on  steady,  systematic  and 
intensive  work  for  the  amelioration  and  uplift  of  the  Backward 
Communities  in  the  State.  The  work  has  been  entrusted  to  a 
Special  Officer  styled  the  Protector  of  Backward  Communities, 
The  work  will  be  carried  on  in  three  centres,  one  each  in  the 
North,  Central  and  South  Travancore  selected  with  due  regard 
to  the  distribution  of  the  population  of  the  Backward  Communi¬ 
ties,  their  economic  condition  and  the  urgency  of  their  needs, 
House  sites  for  50  families  in  each  of  the  centres  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  acquisition  of  suitable  lands  (if  suitable  Govern¬ 
ment  lands  are  not  available)  wherein  pathways,  wells  and  burial 
grounds  will  also  be  provided.  For  putting  up  houses  etc., 
money  will  be  advanced  after  taking  agreements  from  the  people 
concerned  with  due  provision  for  sureties.  Whenever  possible, 
the  assistance  of  non-official  organisations  such  as  the  Hariian 
Sevak  Sangh,  the  Kerala  Hindu  Mission  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A 
will  be  invoked  for  carrying  out  the  work.  An  experimental 
rural  colony  for  Backward  Communities  at  Enadimangulam  in 
the  Kunnathur  Taluk,  where  an  extensive  area  of  arable  land  is 
said  to  be  available,  will  also  be  established.  The  normal 
activities  of  the  Department  for  the  protection  of  Backward 
Communities  which  are  in  various  stages  of  completion  in  the 
several  parts  of  the  State  will  also  be  continued.  A  provision 
of  Rs  20,000  for  the  above  purposes  has  been  made  in  the 
budget  for  next  year  under  a  new  major  head  “  24  --Uplift  of 
Backward  Communities.”  It  may  be  mentioned  that  this  provision 
is  in  addition  to  the  usual  provision  in  the  budget  under  Educa¬ 
tion,  Industries,  etc.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Backward  Communities 
which  amounts  to  about  Rs  '63  of  a  lakh. 

27.  Medical. — In  addition  to  the  provision  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  additional  staff  required  in  the  General  Hospital,  Tri¬ 
vandrum,  for  the  Radiological  and  Radium  Wards  etc.,  under 
construction,  for  the  Women  and  Children’s  Hospital,  [the 
Kottayam  District  Hospital,  the  General  Medical  Stores  and 
additional  compounders  in  some  of  the  heavily  worked  hospitals, 
provision  has  also  been  made  for  running  an  Itinerant  dispensary 
for  the  treatment  of  yaws,  a  dangerous  infectious  disease  prevailing 
in  most  of  the  coastal  villages  in  Central  Travancore.  It  is  also 
proposed  to  supply  the  Women  and  Children’s  Hospital  with 
additional  iron  cots  and  shadowless  operation  lamp.  The 
existing  temporary  staff  in  the  General  Hospital,  the  Leper 
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Colony,  Noornad,  the  staff  for  leprosy  survey  work  and  the 
temporary  dispensary  at  Vidurai  are  also  proposed  to  be 
continued. 

28.  Public  Health.  —It  is  proposed  to  reorganise  the 
department  by  dividing  the  State  into  two  districts  and  placing 
each  under  a  separate  District  Health  Officer.  Provision 
has  also  been  made  for  the  continuance  of  the  schemes  of 
intensive  health  works  in  5  selected  taluks  which  are  easily 
affected  by  cholera,  for  the  Filariasis  control  measures  in  the 
Shertallai  Taluk,  and  for  the  appointment  of  3  Public  Health 
Nurses  in  three  Revenue  Divisions  with  5  midwives  for  work 
relating  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  for  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  anti-malaria  and  plague  preventive  measures.  The 
existing  scheme  of  medical  inspection  of  school  children  is  also 
proposed  to  be  continued  and  a  provision  of  Rs  10,000  is  made 
for  the  purpose  in  the  Education  budget. 

In  this  connection,  I  may  point  out  that  the  total  grant  for 
Medical  and  Public  Health  for  the  next  year  amounts  to 
Rs  13'35  lakhs  as  against  Rs  12'77  lakhs  for  the  current  year. 

29.  Scientific  and  Miscellaneous  Departments ■ — With  a 
view  lo  make  the  Economic  Development  Board  a  really 
representative  organisation  of  the  economic  interests  in  the 
State,  enabling  it  to  function  properly  and  to  suggest  well 
conceived  schemes  of  economic  planning  spread  over  a  few 
years,  Government  sanctioned  the  reconstitution  of  the  Board 
with  25  members,  (10  officials  and  15  non-officials)  with  effect 
from  1  st  Chingom  1113.  One  of  the  duties  of  the  Board  will 
be  the  organisation  of  Rural  Reconstruction  work  in  selected 
areas  preferably  through  non-official  agencies.  The  necessary 
provision  has  been  made  in  the  budget  for  the  next  year. 

A  provision  of  Rs  7,340  has  also  been  made  for  the  pre¬ 
paration  and  printing  of  a  descriptive  catalogue  of  the  manus¬ 
cripts  in  the  Palace  Granthapura  and  the  Curator’s  Office,  in 
connection  with  the  All  India  Oriental  Conference. 

30.  Public  Works.  The  allotment  for  ordinary  Public 
Works  expenditure  for  the  next  year  including  establishment 
charges  and  tools  and  plant  is  Rs  32’26  lakhs  as  against  the 
current  year’s  revised  estimate  of  Rs  3 1 '76  lakhs,  exclusive  of 
the  provision  for  the  Town  Planning  Scheme  and  the  Council 
Chamber.  A  sum  of  Rs  3,500  for  the  investigation  of  a  scheme 
for  providing  tube  wells  for  the  supply  of  drinking  water  in  the 
Kalkulam  and  Vilavancode  Taluks  is  included  under  Public 
Works.  Full  details  of  the  works  in  progress  and  new  works 
are  given  in  Appendix  B  to  the  budget  estimates. 
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The  budget  includes  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  provision 
for  maintenance  and  repairs  and  for  the  completion  of  works  in 
progress,  a  sum  of  Rs  3' 62  lakhs  for  new  works  and  Rs  3  lakhs 
for  new  communications,  including  the  works  to  be  financed 
out  of  the  Road  Development  Fund. 

Additional  provision  has  been  made  in  the  estimates  for 
next  year  for  the  constitution  of  a  separate  sub  division  for 
looking  after  the  electrical  installations  and  their  maintenance 
in  the  Government  buildings  at  Trivandrum,  Nagorcoil  and 
Kottayam  with  effect  from  1st  Chingom  1113. 

31.  Deoastoom  Fund.--  Provision  has  been  made  for  the 
usual  contribution  of  Rs  16  lakhs  payable  to  Devaswom  Fund. 

CAPITAL  EXPENDITURE. 

32.  The  principles  governing  the  classification  of  expenditure 
between  Revenue  and  Capital  not  charged  to  Revenue,  and  the 
method  of  financing  Capital  expenditure  indicated  in  detail  in 
para  3  of  my  budget  speech  last  year  have  been  followed  this 
year.  During  the  budget  discussion  last  year,  our  policy  in  this 
regard  was  strongly  criticised  by  certain  members  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  novel  and  unsound  in  principle  to  debit  to  Capital 
not  charged  to  Revenue,  the  expenditure  on  schemes  which 
are  not  directly  remunerative  and  do  not  yield  the  proscribed 
return  on  the  sums  invested  thereon.  I  explained  at  the  time 
that  our  policy  in  this  respect  was  quite  in  accordance  with  the 
orthodox  canons  of  finance  and  the  practice  followed  in  Britisli 
India  and  elsewhere  and  that  it  was  not  incorrect  to  debit  to 
Capital,  expenditure  on  the  creation  of  permanent  assets  of 
lasting  public  utility,  which  involves  considerable  outlay  that 
cannot  be  reasonably  met  out  of  current  revenues  and  which 
benefit  future  generations  also.  In  further  support  of  our 
position  in  this  respect,  1  would  invite  the  attention  of  the 
Honourable  Members  to  the  arrangements  since  adopted  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  of  financing  their  huge  re-armament  schemes 
involving  about  400  millions  of  pounds  out  of  borrowed  funds 
and  classifying  them  as  Capital.  In  British  India,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  Ministers  of  certain  provinces  are  contemplating 
the  financing  of  rural  reconstruction  and  other  development 
schemes  out  of  Capital.  There  need  therefore  be  no  doubt  in 
regard  to  the  soundness  or  propriety  of  our  policy  in'  this 
respect. 
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33.  This  year  also,  a  sum  of  Rs  93'48  lakhs  has  been  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  budget  under  Capital  expenditure  not  charged  to 
Revenue  for  expenditure  on  capital  schemes  under  the  following 


is: — 

Non-productive  works. 

Rs. 

Water  Supply  Schemes 

Drainage  Scheme 

Miscellaneous 

16-96  lakhs 

7*50  „ 
14-86  „ 

Total 

39*32  „ 

Productive  Schemes' shown  under 
Debt  Heads. 

Rs. 

Pallivasal  Hydro-Electric  Project 
Ceramic  Factory 

Commercial  Transport 

Other  Schemes 

3 6*33  lakhs 
2*25  „ 
5-00 

3-70 

Total 

47-28  „ 

Loan  to  the  Cochin  Harbour  authorities 
towards  the  4th  stage  works  and 
the  cost  of  Dredger  shown  under 
Advances 

1 1-88  lakhs 

Grand  Total 

98‘48  lakhs. 

The  provision  relates  mostly  to  schemes  started  in  the 
current  and  preceding  years,  and  now  in  progress.  1  furnish 
below  brief  details  of  the  more  important  schemes  provided  in 
the  estimates  of  the  next  year. 

Water  Works  and  Drainage. 

34.  The  Willingdon  Water  Works,  Trivandrum. — The 
total  of  the  sanctioned  estimates  for  the  first  and  second  stages 
and  supplemental  works  relating  to  the  scheme  amounts  to 
Rs  58*56  lakhs.  The  expenditure  to  the  end  of  the  current 
year  is  expected  to  amount  to  Rs  58‘27  lakhs  against  this 
estimate.  The  work  of  laying  main s  in  the  second  stage  area 
of  the  Water  Supply  to  the  Town  has  made  good  progress. 
Out  of  the  46  miles,  pipes'  have  been  laid  for  40  miles.  The 
reconstruction  and  extension  of  the  Water  Works  Office  build¬ 
ing  is  making  good  progress  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  building 
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will  be  ready  for  occupation  early  in  1113-  The  aggregate 
provision  under  this  scheme  in  the  budget  for  the  next  year 
amounts  to  Rs  1 , 1 8 ,7 00. 

The  question  regarding  the  contribution  to  be  recovered 
from  the  Municipal  Council,  Trivandrum,  on  account  of  the 
Willingdon  Water  Works,  etc.,  was  considered  in  consultation 
with  the  Municipality  and  the  following  arrangements  have  been 
ordered: — 

(i)  that  for  the  years  1111  and  1112  the  annual  con¬ 
tribution  to  be  paid  by  the  Municipality  be  fixed  at  Rs  75,000- 

(ii)  that  for  the  years  1113,1114  and  111:5,  the 
annual  contribution  be  fixed  at  Rs  82,500,  Rs  90,000  and 
Rs  1  lakh  respectively,  and 

(iii)  that  the  position  be  reviewed  in  the  middle  of 
1115  and  the  amount  of  contribution  for  1116  onwards  fixed. 

These  arrangements  have  been  given  effect  to  in  the  revised 
estimates  of  1112  and  the  budget  estimates  for  Ill  3. 

35.  Water  Supply  Schemes  to  Mofussil  Towns. — Estimates 
amounting  to  Rs  1 6*85  lakhs,  Rs  10'80  lakhs  and  Rs  3'03  lakhs 
were  sanctioned  for  the  Water  Supply  Schemes  to  the  Municipal 
Towns  of  Nagercoil,  Alleppey  and  Shencottah  respectively. 
The  three  Municipal  Councils  have  agreed  to  the  following 
arrangements: — 

The  entire  cost  of  the  schemes  till  their  inauguration  shall 
in  the  first  instance  be  met  by  Government,  of  which  one-half 
shall  be  borne  by  the  Councils,  the  other  half  being  considered 
as  a  grant  in  favour  of  the  Councils;  the  Councils’  share  of  the 
cost  of  the  schemes  will  be  considered  as  a  loan  advanced  by 
Government  to  the  Councils  for  purposes  of  the  Water  Supply 
Schemes;  the  loan  shall  bear  interest  at  4i  per  cent,  per  annum 
and  shall  be  repaid  by  the  Councils  in  thirty  five  equal  annual 
instalments  and  the  schemes  shall  be  worked  by  the  Councils  at 
their  own  cost  from  the  date  of  inauguration  of  the  Water 
Supply. 

Contracts  for  the  supply  of  pipes  and  specials  have  been 
arranged,  and  these  materials  are  expected  to  begin  to  arrive  in 
October  next.  The  Land  Revenue  Department  is  engaged  in 
land  acquisition  proceedings  for  the  lands  required  for  the  three 
projects  As  soon  as  the  lands  are  acquired  and  handed  over 
to  the  Water  Works  Department,  the  construction  of  the  projects 
will  be  proceeded  with  vigorously. 


The  following  provisions  have  been  included  in  the  budget 
estimates  for  1113:  ~ 

Water  Supply  to  Nagercoil  Town  ...  Rs  7" 42  lakhs. 

Water  Supply  to  Alleppey  Town  ...  ,,  6'00  „ 

Water  Supply  to  Shencottah  Town  ...  „  2'00  ,, 

36.  Kuttanad  Water  Supply. — A  provision  of  Rs  35,000 
has  been  included  in  the  budget  for  1113  for  the  purchase  of 
necessary  boring  plant.  It  is  proposed  to  provid  e  a  number  of 
bore  wells  in  the  water -logged  area  in  Kuttanad  where  there 
is  no  good  potable  water. 

37.  Drainage  Scheme. — The  construction  works  of  the 
Drainage  Scheme,  Trivandrum,  which  was  started  in  1111 
were  in  continuous  progress  during  the  year.  The  ex¬ 
penditure  to  the  end  of  the  year  will  amount  to  Rs  7 '47  lakhs. 
A  provision  of  Rs  7*50  lakhs  has  been  made  in  the  budget 
estimates  for  the  next  year  for  the  scheme.  The  total  cost  of 
the  scheme  consisting  of  sewerage  and  sewage  works  and  those 
required  for  the  disposal  of  storm  water  for  the  prevention  of 
flooding  in  the  low  lying  areas,  will,  as  estimated  at  present,  be 
Rs  45'96  lakhs.  The  whole  of  the  expenditure  will  be 
financed  by  Government.  The  Municipal  Council,  Trivan¬ 
drum  will  pay  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  1115  drainage 
contribution  of  Rs  75,000  and  of  Rs  I  lakh  after  two  years 
when  the  whole  scheme  is  completed. 

38.  General. — Due  to  the  expanding  activities  of  the  Water 
Works  and  Drainage  Department,  separate  divisions  have  been 
formed  under  Executive  Engineers  and  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  Chief  Engineer  for  Water  Works.  Provision  has  been 
made  accordingly  in  the  budget  estimates  for  1113. 

39.  T oim  Planning  Scheme. — The  expenditure  on  the 
scheme  to  end  of  the  year  will  stand  at  Rs  1 P64  lakhs.  The 
scheme  of  Town  planning  based  on  the  Thampanoor  Valley 
improvement  will  not  be  proceeded  with.  The  work  of 
Mr.  Krumbiegel  in  connection  with  the  Town  Planning 
Scheme,  Trivandrum,  ha3  also  been'suspended.  A  provision  of 
Rs  3'90  lakhs  has  been  made  in  the  budget  estimates  for  1113 
on  account  of  the  scheme  in  respect  of  the  beach  area  and  other 
works  which  maybe  brought  under  the  Town  Planning  Scheme 
during  the  next  year. 

40.  Council  Chamber.— The  construction  of  the  Council 
Chamber,  North  Wing,  is  in  progress,  and  is  expected  to  be 
completed  in  1 1 1 3.  The  expenditure  to  the  end  of  the  year  on 
this  work  will  beRs  T20  lakhs  and  a  provision  of  Rsl‘75  lakhs 
has  been  made  in  the  budget  estimates  for  the  next  year. 
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41.  Extension  of  the  Public  Offices,  South  Wing.— A 
provision  of  Rs  1*50  lakhs  has  been  matde  in  the  budget  esti¬ 
mates  for  the  next  year,  but  it  is  likely  hat  this  wok  will  be 
abandoned  and  other  arrangements  made.  Ther  question  is 
under  the  consideration  of  Government. 

42.  Government  have  sanctioned  the  purchase  from  the 
K.  D.  H.P.  Co.,  Ltd.,  Munnar,  of  the  bridge  near  their  head¬ 
quarters  Office  at  Munnar  and  also  the  3i:  miles  of  road  lying 
between  Nallathanni  bridge  and  the  Pallsvasal  Factory  at  a 
price  of  Rs  1  lakh  subject  to  certain  conditions.  Provision  has 
been  made  for  this  purchase  under  Capital  in  the  next  year’s 
budget. 

43.  Government  Mint. — A  provision  of  Rs  30,000  has  been 
made  under  Capital  for  the  substitution  of  electric  driven 
machines  for  the  hand  driven  pressing  machines  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Mint  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  delay  which  occurs  at 
present  in  the  manufacture  of  copper  coin  s. 

44.  S  uroey  of  Minor  Circuits. — There  are  at  present  large 
tracts  of  unsurveyed  minor  circuits  in  the  State  covering  an 
extent  of  more  than  two  lakhs  of  acres,  of  which  about  40,000 
acres  are  already  under  occupation  but  not  registered.  The 
State  is  thereby  losing  considerable  capital  receipts  and  recurring 
revenue.  It  is  now  proposed  to  conduct  the  survey  of  such 
minor  circuits  in  seven  of  the  taluks  and  complete  it  in  two 
years.  A  provision  of  Rs  71,200  is  made  for  the  next  year  for 
the  above  purpose  under  the  capital  head  “Survey  of  Minor 
Circuits,”  as  the  expenditure  incurred  is  expected  to  be  more 
than  fully  recouped  by  the  capital  receipts  accruing  from  the 
scheme.  It  is  expected  that  the  survey  and  registry  of  the 
lands  now  under  occupation  would  bring  in  a  capital  revenue  of 
about  Rs  10  lakhs  as  tharavila,  besides  a  recurring  assessment  of 
about  Rs  40,000  per  annum  and  about  Rs  2  lakhs  under  arrears 
of  assessment. 

45.  Railways.  The  capital  at  charge  [or  the  Quilon- 
Trivandrum  Railway  at  the  close  of  the  year  ending  30th 
September  1936  was  Bh.  Rs  53*58  lakhs.  A  provision  of 
Rs  44,100  has  been  made  for  capital  works  during  1113.  The 
total  capital  expenditure  6n  the  Chackay-Thampanoor  Railway 
Extension  at  the  close  of  1112  will  stand  at  Rs  28*04  lakhs. 
The  budget  estimate  for  1113  provides  for  a  sum  of  Rs  3 1 ,300 
mainly  to  meet  payments  on  account  of  land  acquisition  charges 
anticipated  to  be  decreed  by  the  courts.  The  South  Indian 
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Railway  Administration  is  now  working  the  Extension  as  a  part 
of  the  Travancore  Railway.  The  agreement  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  this  Government  for  the  working  of  this 
branch  has  not  yet  been  drawn  up  pending  settlement  of  certain 
details.  The  question  is  now  under  consideration. 

The  working  of  the  Railway  entailed  a  loss  of 
Bh.  Rs  69,652  for  the  year  ending  31st  March  1937  represent¬ 
ing  the  deficit  in  the  interest  guaranteed  by  the  Government. 
The  receipts  from  the  Railway  are  expected  to  be  better  in 
1113  as  there  has  been  some  increase  in  Railway  earnings 
throughout  India.  Nevertheless,  a  sum  of  Rs  50,000  has  been 
provided  .for  1113  also,  as  the  probable  loss  to  be  met  by 
Government.  I  may  ''mention  here  '  that  the  Government  of 
India  have  accepted  our  contention  that  the  loss  in  the  working 
of  the  Travancore  Railway  should  be  apportioned  between 
the  Government  of  India  and  this  Government  in  proportion 
to  the  Capital  outlay  incurred  on  British  and  Indian  State 
Sections  of  the  Tinnevelly-Quilon  line  alone,  excluding  the 
outlay  on  the  extension  to  Trivandrum  which  was  financed  by 
this  State. 

The  Government  of  India  have  also  agreed  to  the  associ¬ 
ation  of  an  officer  of  this  Government  with  the  Government 
Examiner  of  Accounts  at  Trichinopoly  for  the  audit  of  the 
accounts  of  the  Travancore  Railway.  A  lump  sum  provision 
of  Rs  3,000  has  been  made  in  the  budget  under  the  Revenue 
head,  “General  Administration — Financial  Secretariat’',  for 
this  purpose. 

Commercial  Undertakings. 

46.  Pallivasal  Hydro-Electric  Project. — The  progress  anti¬ 
cipated  last  year  in  regard  to  this  project  has  not  been  realised 
due  to  some  difficulties  encountered  during  construction  with 
regard  to  the  foundation  of  the  terminal  anchor  of  the  pen¬ 
stocks,  and  to  the  disturbances  of  the  ground  adjoining  the 
power  house  which  became  manifest  during  the  monsoon  last 
year,  and  which  have  been  fully  adverted  to  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  House.  As,  at  the  time  when  the  machinery  was  being 
installed  in  the  power  house,  some  cracks  developed  in  the  build¬ 
ing,  it  was  not  considered  safe  to  instal  the  heavy  machinery,  etc., 
in  the  existing  building.  A  fresh  site  has  accordingly  been 
chosen  and  it  is  hoped  to  complete  the  levelling  of  site  and 
excavation  of  foundation  for  the  new  power  house  before  the 
close  of  the  year.  All  civil  works  connected  with  the  Project 
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have  been  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Chief  Engineer.  The 
Electrical  works  continue  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  Chief 
Engineer  for  electricity. 

It  has  also  been  decided  that  the  supply  of  power  should 
be  extended  as  far  as  Quilon  in  order  that  several  industries 
already  in  existence  and  those  that  are  likely  to  arise  in  that 
place  may  get  the  benefit  of  cheap  power. 

The  total  estimate  for  the  electrical  portion  of  the  works 
now  is  Rs  79  lakhs  including  provision  for  the  extension  to 
Quilon,  for  the  distribution  of  power  in  many  rural  lines  and  in 
some  of  the  important  towns  and  municipalities  and  also  for  the 
necessary  telephone  lines  in  connection  with  the  whole  scheme 

It  is  proposed  to  appoint  a  Commercial  Engineer  for  carrying 
on  intensive  propaganda  at  this  stage  to  canvass  consumers  for 
the  use  of  electric  energy  in  the  various  parts  of  the  State  and 
to  give  the  public  all  the  necessary  data  to  enable  them  to  go  in 
for  electrical  power  for  their  industrial  and  agricultural  require¬ 
ments.  It  is  proposed  to  appoint  Mr.  K.  P.  P.  Menon, 
Electrical  Engineer  as  the  Commercial  Engineer  also  and  to 
appoint  an  additional  Executive  Engineer  to  be  in  charge  of  the 
construction  of  the  Hydro-Electric  Scheme  with  headquarters 
at  Kothamangalam. 

The  budget  of  the  next  year  provides  for  a  sum  of 
Rs  25‘69  lakhs  for  electrical  works  of  the  scheme  and 
Rs  10'64  lakhs  for  civib  works  including  the  construction  of 
division  weir,  intake,  tunnel,  forebay,  high  pressure  pipe  line, 
power  house  equipment,  workshops  and  electrification  of 
buildings.  The  total  probable  expenditure  on  the  Scheme  to  end 
of  1 1 1 3  will  amount  to  Rs  116  lakhs,  and  a  further  sum  of  about 
Rs  20  lakhs  will  probably  be  required  to  complete  the  scheme. 
The  total  cost  of  the  scheme  will  thus  amount  approximately  to 
Rs  136  lakhs  as  far  as  can  be  estimated  at  present. 

It  is  hoped  that  all  the  works  will  be  expedited  jmd  the 
scheme  brought  into  operation  by  the  end  of  .next  year. 

47.  T rioandrum  Electric  Supply  and  Telephone  Schemes.— 
The  total  cost  of  tlje  above  schemes  is  expected  to  stand  at 
Rs  1 2*39  lakhs  at  the  close  of  the  next  year.  The  net  revenue 
from  the  schemes  during  1113  is  estimated  at  Rs  '45  of  a  lakh 
after  payment  of  interest  charges  at  5  percent,  per  annum  and- 
depreciation.  This  amount  is  credited  to  a  Reserve  Fund  under 
Debt  Heads. 


48.  Quilon  Electric  Supply. — The  capital  outlay  on  this 
undertaking  at  the  end  of  1113  is  anticipated  to  amount  to 
Rs  2 96  lakhs.  The  expected  net  receipts  at  the  close  of  the 
year  will  be  barely  sufficient  to  meet  the  interest  and  depreciation 
charges. 

The  Depreciation  and  Reserve  Funds  opened  in  respect  of 
the  above  undertakings  are  expected  to  amount  to  Rs  4'59  and 
Rs  T32  lakhs  respectively. 

49-  T rank  T elephone  Scheme .—  No  work  in  connection 
with  the  scheme  has  been  carried  out  during  the  current  year. 
As  the  whole  question  is  still  under  consideration  between  this 
Government  and  the  Government  of  India,  it  is  expected  that  the 
scheme  will  be  taken  up  early  next  year  when  a  satisfactory 
agreement  between  the  two  Governments  is  also  expected  to  be 
reached.  A  provision  of  Rupees  half  a  lakh  has  been  made  for 
the  scheme  during  1113. 

50.  Broadcasting  Scheme. — Government  have  under  con¬ 
sideration  the  installation  of  a  broadcasting  station  for  serving 
the  whole  State  including  rural  areas  and  a  provision  of 
Rs  1-50  lakhs  has  been  made  in  the  next  year’s  budget.  Al¬ 
though  not  expected  to  be  fully  remunerative,  the  scheme  is 
expected  to  pay  a  portion  of  the  working  expenses.  Details 
have,  however,  not  been  worked  out. 

51.  Clay  Refining  and  Porcelain  Factory , — The  work  re¬ 
lating  to  this  scheme  was  started  during  the  year.  An  expendi¬ 
ture  of  Rs  I‘57  lakhs  to  the  end  of  the  year  is  expected  to  be 
incurred.  The  scheme  consists  of; — 

(i)  The  refining  and  exporting  of  china  clay  which  is  largely 

used  in  the  textile  mill  areas. 

(ii)  Utilising  the  second  quality  of  clay  for  the  manufacture 

of  porcelain  goods,  such  as  high  and  low  tension 
insulators,  drainage  pipes,  sanitary  wares  and  stone 
wares  as  pickle  jars,  etc. 

The  factory  will  be  located  at  Kundara  in  view  of  the 
proximity  of  raw  materials,  cheapness  of  labour  and  transport 
facilities  available  in  that  place.  For  refining  china  clay,  a 
washing  plant  is  already  under  construction.  All  the  machinery 
for  the  purpose  have  already  arrived  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
construction  of  the  washing  plant  will  be  finished  by  the  end  of 
this  year.  The  construction  of  the  main  factory  buildings  has 
been  entrusted  to  the  P.  W.  D.  A  provision  of  Rs  2‘25  Ialdis 
has  been  made  in  the  budget  estimates  for  next  year.  The 
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Ceramic  Expert  expects  that  the  scheme  will  bring  in  at  least  a 
net  profit  of  15  per  cent.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are  several 
offers  to  purchase  the  total  output  of  refined  china  clay. 

52.  Commercial  Transport. — As  indicated  in  the  Dewan’s 
address  to  the  Joint  Session  of  the  Assembly  and  Council 
already  referred  to,  Government  have  decided  to  take  over  them¬ 
selves  the  running  of  the  bus  traffic  between  Trivandrum  and 
Cape  Comorin  as  preliminary  to  a  more  general  scheme.  It  is 
proposed  to  buy  50  buses  fitted  with  Diesel  Engines  and  10 
lorries  for  the  present  and  to  entrust  the  management  to  an 
Expert  who  will  be  engaged  for  a  term.  All  his  superior  and 
subordinate  staff  will  be  recruited  in  Travancore.  The  chassis 
will  be  obtained  in  Europe  and  the  bodies,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  samples,  will  be  built  here  of  local  timber.  A  return 
of  at  least  7J  per  cent,  is  expected  from  this  concern.  A  lump 
sum  provision  of  Rs  5  lakhs  has  been  made  under  Capital  for 
this  purpose. 

As  this  proposal  is  based  on  the  analogy  of  the  system 
now  in  force  in  Hyderabad,  it  may  interest  the  Legislature  to 
have  an  idea  of  the  results  of  the  working  of  this  system  in  that 
State.  The  Government  Bus  Service  was  started  in  Hyderabad 
with  27  buses  operating  over  284  route  miles  in  June  1 932  and 
by  the  end  of  March  1937  it  is  expected  to  operate  4,000  route 
miles  with  367  vehicles.  I  append  below  a  statement  showing 
the  capital  outlay  and  the/ financial  results  for  the  years  1933 
to  1937:-  ’ 


Year  ended. 

No.  of 
buses. 

Capital 

outlay. 

Route 

mlloa. 

Net  return 
on  capital. 

Lakhs. 

|  por  cent. 

March  19S3 

27 

4-19 

284 

8*50 

March  1934 

50 

7-47 

595 

10*00 

March  1935 

89 

15*63 

1232 

10*00 

March  1936 

122 

22-51 

1854 

10*70 

March  1937 

367 

50-00 

4000 

10*00 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  statement  that  within  9  months 
of  its  commencement,  a  return  of  8‘56  per  cent  was  obtained 


Diesel  Engines  were  introduced  later  and  it  is  expected 
that  in  1936-37  all  the  engines  would  be  converted  into  Diesels, 
and  after  the  conversion,  a  higher  percentage  of  return  is  also 
expected.  The  above  return  was  net,  after  taking  into  account 
the  taxes  which  the  Road  Transport  Department  there  pays 
exactly  in  the  same  way  as  private  owners’  vehicles,  such  as 
fees  for  annual  registration  etc.,  and  also  adequate  allowances 
for  depreciation.  The  staff  of  the  displaced  private  buses  have 
been  absorbed,  and  many  of  the  vehicles  previously  employed 
on  the  private  bus  service  have  been  taken  over  at  a  suitable 
valuation  without  including  a  compensatory  element.  Uniform 
fare  of  5‘14  pies  (British)  per  passenger  per  mile  is  charged 
throughout  the  whole  service  including  the  suburban  and  district 
services,  the  idea  being  to  make  the  ‘‘fat  routes”  pay  for 
“lean  routes”  also  Out-agencies  have  been  established  in  a 
number  of  places  for  the  through  booking  of  goods  and  parcels. 

As  traffic  in  this  State  is  heavier  than  that  in  Hyderabad,  it 
may  be  confidently  expected  that  the  introduction  of  the  system 
of  Government  monopoly  of  the  bus  traffic  in  our  State  will, 
while  not  involving  any  additional  burden  to  the  travelling 
public,  be  of  considerable  help  to  the  finances  of  the  State  and 
also  result  in  the  efficiency  of  the  service,  and  greater  conveni¬ 
ence  to  the  public. 

53.  Rubber  Factory,  Traoancore.  —In  pursuance  of  the 
policy  of  Government  referred  to  already,  Government  decided 
to  withdraw  from  the  management  of  the  Rubber  Factory  and 
arrange  for  its  being  run  as  a  joint  stock  concern.  A  company 
under  the  name  of  “The  Travancore  Cables  and  Rubbers 
Limited”  recently  floated  has  taken  up  the  management  of  the 
factory  from  I  2th  Makaram  1112.  The  lease  is  for  a  period 
of  1 0  years  in  the  first  instance.  The  lessee  will  pay  Govern¬ 
ment  4  per  cent,  interest  on  the  capital  invested  by  Govern¬ 
ment  in  the  concern,  in  addition  to  2|  per  cent  on  the  actual  cost 
of  the  buildings  and  3  per  cent,  on  the  actual  cost  of  machinery 
towards  depreciation. 

The  formal  agreement  with  the  company  is  awaiting 
execution.  Meanwhile,  the  question  of  the  sale  of  the  factory 
and  its  assets  to  the  company  is  under  consideration. 

54.  Sugar  Factory ,  Thuckalai.-  With  a  view  to  put  an 
end  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  Sugar  Factory  which 
has  been  incurring  losses  and  paying  no  dividend  for  several 
years  to  Government  and  the  shareholders,  Government  in 
pursuance  of  their  general  policy,  purchased  the  rights  of  all  the 
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shareholders  and  of  the  Managing  Agents  of  the  factory  for  a 
sum  of  Bh.  Rs.  80,0’ '0.  Provision  has  been  made  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  in  the  revised  estimates  of  this  year  under  Debt 
Heads”.  A  company  under  the  name  of  "The  Travancore 
Sugars  and  Chemicals  Ltd.”  has  been  floated  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  over  the  Sugar  Factory,  Thuckalai,  and  also  the 
Nagercoil  Dis'illery  and  the  Government  Tincture  Factory, 
Trivandrum,  which  are  in  a  position  to  utilise  the  bye-products 
of  the  first  named  undertaking.  Government  have  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  Sir  William  Wright  of  Messrs.  Parry  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  Madras,  who  will  be  the  Secretaries  and  Treasurers  of 
the  company,  agreeing  to  sell  to  the  Company  the  Sugar 
Factory,  lands  and  buildings  at  Thuckalai,  the  Government 
Distillery,  lands  and  buildings  at  Nagercoil,  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Tincture  Factory  at  Trivandrum  for  the  following 
amounts : — 

Bh.  Rs. 

Thuckalai  Sugar  Factory  • .  •  3,25,000 

Nagercoil  Distillery  ...  1,90,000 

Tincture  Factory  ...  7,000 

Government  are  to  receive  20  per  cent,  of  the  net  profits  of 
the  company  subject  to  a  maximum  of  Bh.  Rs  40,000  per 
annum. 

The  sum  of  Rs  I ' 58  lakhs  representing  the  difference 
between  the  amount  invested  in  the  Sugar  Factory  and  the  sale 
proceeds  referred  to  above  will  be  written  off  as  Capital  loss  on 
investment  in  the  Sugar  Factory  and  provision  has  been  made 
in  the  budget  estimates  for  the  next  year  for  this  under  Capital. 
The  sale  proceeds  of  the  Nagercoil  Distillery  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Tincture  Factory  amounting  to  Bh.  Rs  1  ‘97  lakhs  are 
shown  as  Capital  receipts  in  the  Capital  section  of  the  estimates. 

5- .  Cochin  Harbour.—  The  revised  agreement  referred  to 
in  para  U  of  my  budget  speech  for  the  last  year  in  regard  to 
the  Cochin  Harbour  Works  between  the  Government  of  India, 
this  Government  and  the  Cochin  Government,  has  not  yet  been 
formally  completed.  The  arrangements  have,  however,  been 
given  effect  to  with  effect  from  1st  April  1936.  Accordingly,  a 
credit  of  Bh.  Rs  16J  lakhs  has  been  taken  under  receipts  on  the 
Cochin  Harbour  Scheme  in  the  budget  estimates  for  1 1  13.  A 
sum  of  Bh.  Rs  6'84  lakhs  due  from  the  British  Government  re¬ 
presenting  the  refund  by  them  of  the  import  duty  on  foreign 
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tobacco  which  had  been  pooled  during  the  years  1531-32  to 
1934-35  for  the  purpose  of  the  tripartite  division  under  the 
agreement  of  1 925,  has  been  refunded  by  the  Government 
of  India  during  the  year.  Two  instalments  amounting  to 
Bh.  Rs  1  *47  lakhs  due  from  Cochin  towards  the  refund  of  their 
portion  of  the  duty  on  tobacco  have  been  taken  credit  for  in  the 
estimates  of  the  next  year. 

Provision  has  been  made  under  Advances  in  the  estimates 
of  next  year  for  the  contribution  by  this  Government  on  account 
of  the  fourth  stage  works  of  the  Cochin  Harbour  and  for  the 
purchase  of  a  new  Dredger. 

State  Lieu  Hsuhance— Public  Buancii. 

56.  The  State  Life  Insurance —Public  Branch,  introduced 
with  effect  from  1  st  Meenom  1  1 0 with  a  view  to  afford  faci¬ 
lities  in  the  matter  of  insurance  to  the  subjects  of  the  State  for 
making  provision  for  themselves  in  their  old  age  and  also  for 
their  families,  is  working  very  successfully.  4,040  proposals 
for  over  Rs  37jr  lakhs  were  received  during  the  short  period  of 
3  years  and  3  months  and  policies  in  respect  of  2,8 1 0  proposals 
assuring  over  Rs  25  lakhs  have  been  issued.  For  1113,  the 
receipts  are  expected  to  be  Rs  1  ‘30  lakhs  and  the  expenditure 
Rs -20  of  a  lakh,  the  expense  ratio  being  nearly  15  percent, 
only. 

State  Provident  Fund. 

57.  The  State  Provident  Fund  Scheme  started  in  1107 
with  a  view  to  enable  Government  servants  to  make  some  provi¬ 
sion  for  themselves  in  their  old  age,  or  for  their  families  in  case 
of  their  premature  demise,  has  continued  to  work  very  satis 
fact  only  during  the  year.  The  number  of  subscribers  has  risen 
to  9,639  during  1112  and  the  fund  is  expected  to  have  a  closing 
balance  of  Rs  7‘  26  lakhs  at  the  end  of  1112  and  Rs  976  lakhs 
at  the  end  of  1113. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Government  of  India  have 
reduced  the  rate  of  interest  allowed  on  the  Provident  Fund 
Deposits  in  British  India  to  4  per  cent,  and  that  the  rate  of  in¬ 
terest  is  only  3i  per  cent,  for  our  last  loan,  and  3  per  cent,  on 
Savings  Bank  Deposits,  it  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  rate  of  in¬ 
terest  on  State  Provident  Fund  from  5  per  cent,  to  4  per  cent, 
after  giving  the  usual  notice  of  six  months, 
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ASSETS  AND  LIABILITIES. 

58.  I  furnish  on  pages  1 1  and  I  2  of  the  budget  estimates  the 
usual  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities.  The  Government 
balance  at  the  end  of  the  next  year  is  estimated  to  amount  to 
Rs  1 1 5‘62  lakhs  including  the  General  Reserve  Fund  of 
Rs  60'55  lakhs  and  the  Sinking  Fund  Reserve  of  Rs  1475 
lakhs.  This  includes,  however,  the  sum  of  Rs  1 46'60  lakhs 
representing  the  estimated  expenditure  on  remunerative  schemes 
shown  under  “  Debt  Heads  ”  to  the  end  of  the  year  1 1  1 3,  so 
that  the  current  balance  of  Government  is  expected  to  be  over¬ 
drawn  at  the  end  of  the  next  year  by  Rs  30'98  lakhs.  This 
will  not  be  surprising,  if  we  consider  the  fact  that  in  recent  years 
we  have  financed  capital  expenditure  on  productive  and  non¬ 
productive  schemes  amounting  to  about  three  crores  of  rupees, 
Vide  details  below  : — 

In  lakhs  of  rupees. 


Water  Supply  (Trivandrum  and  Mofussil)  ...  80 

Drainage  •  •  •  15 

Electric  Schemes  ...  132 

Railway, 'Chackai-Thampanoor  ...  28 

Army  ...  12 

Miscellaneous  ...  33 

Total  ...  300 


On  the  other  hand,  it  is  remarkable  that  our  finances  have 
successfully  withstood  the  heavy  strain  to  which  they  have  been 
subjected.  During  the  current  year  the  debts  due  to  the  Palace, 
shown  hitherto  in  the  Savings  Bank  Accounts,  have  been  funded. 
Our  funded  debt  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  111  3  is 
estimated  to  stand  at  Rs  1 1 0*89  lakhs  and  this  sum  together 
with  the  above  estimated  overdraft  of  Rs  30'98  lakhs  will  be 
much  more  than  covered  by  the  value  of  our  remunerative  assets. 
We  have  also  provided  for  the  write  off  of  bad  debts  amounting 
to  Rs  4’  13  lakhs,  in  the  estimates  under  review.  Our  debt 
position  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

59.  In  this  connection,  I  am  glad  to  announce  that  as  a  result 
of  the  able  representation  made  by  our  esteemed  Dewan,  the 
Government  of  India  have,  with  reference  to  clause  (a)  (iii)  in 
Part  I  of  Schedule  1  of  the  Imperial  Bank  of  India  Act,  1920  as 
amended  by  Act  III  of  1 934,  recently  sanctioned  the  inclusion  of 
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the  5  per  cent.  Debenture  loan  1941,  and  the  3|  per  cent.  Loan, 
1956  issued  by  this  Government  among  the  securities  which  the 
Imperial  Bank  of  India  is  authorised  to  recognise  for  the  purposes 
of  advancing  and  lending  money  and  opening  cash  credits.  The 
Imperial  Bank  of  India  will  now  advance  money  and  open  cash 
credits  upon  the  security  of  the  Travancore  Government  Pro- 
Notes  above  referred  to  in  the  same  way  and  to  the  same  extent 
as  to  the  holders  of  Government  of  India  Securities.  I  believe 
that  this  is  a  privilege  granted  only  to  one  or  two  other  Indian 
States.  It  is  needless  to  state  that  this  recognition  by  the 
Paramount  Power  testifies  to  the  strong  position  held  by  the 
State  in  the  money  market  and  in  the  financial  sphere. 

COMMITMENTS. 

60.  I  give  below  our  probable  commitments  in  regard  to 
capital  expenditure  on  the  more  important  schemes  now  in  progress, 
for  1114  and  succeeding  years  in  so  far  as  they  can  be  estimated 
at  present : — 

Rs. 


Drainage  Works,  Trivandrum  ...  31  Lakhs. 

Water  Supply  Schemes  to  the 
Municipal  Towns  of  Alleppey, 

Shencottah  and  Nagercoil  ...  1 1  ,, 

Pallivasal  Hydro-Electric  Scheme  20  ,, 

Loans  to  Cochin  Harbour  for  the 

fourth  stage  works  •  •  8  „ 

Total  ...  70  „ 


Out  of  the  expenditure  incurred  on  the  above  schemes,  a 
sum  of  about  Rs  53  lakhs  will  be  repaid  by  equated  instalments 
(  Rs  15  lakhs  by  the  Mofussil  Municipalities  and  Rs  38  lakhs 
by  the  Cochin  Harbour  authorities).  Out  of  the  loans  for  the 
Cochin  Harbour,  about  Rs  6  2|3  lakhs  advanced  for  the  pur- 
chase  of  the  Dredger  is  expected  to  be  repaid  in  20  equal 
annual  instalments  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent.  The 
remainder  will  be  free  of  interest  for  the  first  ten  years  and  there 
after  will  be  repaid  in  30  equated  annual  instalments  with  in¬ 
terest  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum.  Government  have,  however,  to 
arrange  for  the  necessary  funds  in  the  first  instance  for  the 
above. 
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GENERAL  REVENUE  POSITION. 

61.  During  the  years  1109,  1110  and  1111,  the  accounts 
showed  a  deficit  of  Rs  577  lakhs,  Rs  4'45  lakhs  and  Rs  4'06 
lakhs  respectively.  As  stated  already,  we  are  anticipating  a 
revenue  surplus  of  Rs  1 1  *52  lakhs  and  Rs  2’60  lakhs  for  1112 
and  1113  respectively.  We  may  hope  that  the  depression  is 
lifting  definitely  and  that  the  corner  has  been  turned.  Still,  ex¬ 
penditure  in  a  progressive  State  like,  ours  is  bound  to  increase  in 
various  directions.  It  is  therefore  absolutely  essential  that  we 
should  build  up  a  substantial  revenue  reserve  fund  to  provide  for 
special  and  capital  expenditure,  to  meet  unforeseen  fall  of  revenue, 
and  to  maintain  the  stability  and  solvency  of  our  finances  on  an 
un-assailable  basis.  In  para  44  of  my  last  budget  speech,  I 
stated  that  we  should  aim  at  setting  apart  annually  about  Rs  5 
lakhs  at  least  for  the  purpose.  I  propose  accordingly  to  make  a 
start  in  the  accounts  of  the  current  year  and  to  open  a  Revenue 
Reserve  Fund  with  a  credit  of  Rs  I  0  lakhs  taken  out  of  the 
anticipated  surplus  for  the  current  year.  It  is,  ho  wever,  neces¬ 
sary  that  we  should  not  relax  our  vigilance  in  regard  to  the 
control  of  expenditure  or  our  efforts  for  securing  economies,  as 
far  as  possible. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

62.  From  para  47  of  my  last  budget  speech,  it  will  be 
seen  that  it  was  then  contemplated  to  withdraw  Rs  27'40  lakhs 
from  our  surplus  investments  to  finance  the  current  year’s 
estimated  capital  expenditure  on  productive  and  non  productive 
schemes.  But,  as  the  progress  of  the  expenditure  on  these 
schemes  did  not  come  up  to  the  anticipated  level,  it  was 
possible  not  only  to  finance  the  schemes  with  the  loan  raised 
at  the  close  of  last  year,  but  also  to  invest  Rs.  20'36 
lakhs  in  short  term  deposits.  Our  cash  balances  in  Treasuries 
and  Bank  are  expected  to  amount  to  Rs  70'53  lakhs  at  the 
close  of  the  current  year. 


With  a  view  to  finance  the  estimated  programme  of  capital 
and  industrial  schemes  amounting  to  Rs  98'4S  lakhs  and  to  main¬ 
tain  adequate  cash  balances  in  Treasuries  and  the  Bank,  it  is 
proposed  to  withdraw  Rs  20' 36  lakhs  next  year  from  our 
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surplus  investments  in  addition  to  the  fixed  deposit  of 
Rs  20'36  lakhs  in  Bank  invested  in  the  current  year.  The 
surplus  investments  are  therefore  estimated  to  be  reduced  from 
Rs  251 '03  lakhs  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  year  to 
Rs  230'67  lakhs  at  its  close.  The  total  booked  assets  inclusive 
of  the  outlay  on  productive  schemes  at  ihe  close  of  the  next  year 
are  estimated  to  amount  to  Rs  l  509  02  lakhs  and  our  liabilities 
to  Rs  393 '40  lakhs.  Our  cash  balance  at  the  close  of  the 
ensuing  year  is  expected  to  stand  at  Rs  49"  1 3  lakhs  which 
represents  the  minimum  working  balance  required. 

CONCLUSION- 

63.  I  shall  now  conclude.  I  have,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief,  presented  a  true  and  accurate  picture 
of  the  financial  operations  of  the  State.  Briefly  stated,  wc 
hope  to  close  the  accounts  of  the  next  year  with  a 
surplus  and  without  any  additional  taxation,  and  to  finance  all 
our  heavy  capital  and  industrial  schemes  to  the  end  of  the  next 
year  without  any  further  loan. 

The  future  is  full  of  promise.  The-  Pallivasal  Hydro- 
Electric  Scheme  which  will  be  one  of  our  greatest  revenue 
producing  assets,  may  be  expected  to  fructify  fully  in  a  few 
years  and  to  yield  a  return  fof  about  Rs  8  to  (0  lakhs  annually. 
The  campaign  against  smuggling  in  the  Northen  Frontiers  which 
we  have  started  this  year,  if  persistently  pursued,  may  bring  in  an 
annual  increase  of  about  Rs  5  to  10  lakhs.  The  survey  of 
minor  circuits  which  will  be  commenced  in  earnest  shortly,  will 
result  in  a  substantial  increase  of  annual  revenue  besides  bringing 
in  considerable  capital  receipts.  We  hope  to  get  a  substantial 
income  from  our  Clay  Refining  Factory  and  the  new  Transport 
Service.  We  may  hope  for  a  distinct  improvement  in  our  trade 
and  industries  which  would  result  in  a  substantial  betterment  in 
the  condition  of  our  people  and  in  an  increase  of  our  income-tax, 
excise  and  customs  revenue,  and  in  our  receipts  from  the  Cochin 
Harbour.  The  prospect  of  Federation  does  not  appear  to  be 
very  distant,  and  when  it  comes,  we  may  hope  that  it  would 
bring  some  relief  to  our  finances.  Without  entertaining  extra¬ 
vagant  anticipations,  we  may  reasonably  look  forward  to  an  era 
of  prosperity.  The  financial  condition  of  our  State  is  absolutely 
stable  and  sound. 
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STATMENT  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  Resident,  Members  of  the  Sri  Chitra  State  Council  and 
of  the  Sri  Mulam  Assembly, 

Under  the  Rules,  it  is  my  privilege  and  my  right  to  make  a  statement 
on  the  budget  presented  to  the  Joint  Session  of  the  two  Houses  of  the 
Travancore  Legislature ;  and  I  proceed  to  do  so,  not  with  the  object  of 
reiterating  or  merely  emphasising  what  has  fallen  from  my  friend  the 
Financial  Secretary,  but  for  supplementing  his  observations  in  certain 
particulars,  such  supplementing  being,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  misconceptions  and  the  effects  of  some  deliberate 
misrepresentations  of  Government  policy. 

Before  I  proceed  with  my  task,  let  roe,  on  my  behalf  and,  I  feel 
confident,  on  behalf  of  every  one  of  you,  congratulate  the  Financial 
Secretary  on  the  lucidity,  thoroughness  and  comprehensiveness  of  the 
speech  to  which  we  have  just  now  listened  with  attention  and,  1  trust, 
with  profit.  In  this  connection  let  me  say  something  which  may  make 
him  blush— if  his  complexion  will  permit  him  to  blush  (laughter). 
Mr.  Rengaswami  Aiyar,  I  am  very  glad  to  tell  you,  had  an  offer  of 
Rs.  1,500  a  month  as  Special  Financial  Officer  of  the  Province  of 
Orissa ;  and  on  account  of  my  persuasion  and  the  realisation  of  the 
possibilities  of  his  work  in  Travancore,  he  has  agreed  to  stay  on,  and  on 
his  present  salary.  I  consider  that  self-sacrifice  worthy  of  chronicling. 

I  shall  now  proceed  with  the  task  which  has  devolved  upon  me. 
As  you  will  have  observed  from  the  speech  of  the  Financial  Secretary, 
we  have  arrived  at  a  peak- point  of  our  revenues  ;  in  other  words,  our 
income,  under  the  revised  estimates,  of  Rs  251  odd  lakhs,  is  the  highest 
which  has  been  derived  by  the  State  at  any  time  till  now.  You  will 
also  see  that,  as  observed  on  page  32  of  the  speech,  the  Government  of 
India  have  paid  us  the  compliment  of  recognising  our  securities  as  on 
the  same  level  with  the  British  Government’s  securities  in  regard  to  the 
operations  of  the  Imperial  Bank.  That  is  all  to  the  good. 

Incomes,  revenues,  surpluses,  are  all  useful  but  only  in  so  far  as 
they  serve  certain  primary  ends.  And,  what  are  they  ? 

So  far  as  our  State  is  concerned,  it  is  absolutely  clear  that,  like 
the  greater  part  of  India,  our  main  pre-occupation  and  our  main  hope  for 
the  future  lies  in  the  rehabilitation  of  our  agricultural  population. 
Therefore  the  first  point  to  be  concentrated  upon  is  the  position  of  agri¬ 
culture  and  its  successful  prosecution,  the  health,  prosperity,  education 
and  the  status  of  the  peasantry.  From  that  point  of  view,  I  wish  to 
draw  your  attention  to  one  or  two  things  which  have  to  be  borne  in  mind 
in  connection  with  the  statements'that  I  have  been  making  in  season  and 
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out  of  season  that  there  should  be  an  industrialisation  of  the  country, 
especially  in  the  direction  of  cottage  industries,  as  a  necessary  con¬ 
comitant  of,  as  a  necessary  supplement  to  our  agricultural  operation. 
May  I,  in  this  connection  refer  you  to  page  10  of  the  very  valuable 
brochure  published  by  the  Reserve  Bank  of  India  in  regard  to  the 
Agricultural  Credit  Department  which  they  are  endeavouring  to  bring 
into  operation  ?  What  do  they  say  ? 

“  In  Japan,  where  96  per  cent,  of  the  cultivators  live  on  less  than 
eight  acres,  more  than  one-third  of  the  farming  population  keep  them  ¬ 
selves  afloat  by  the  rearing  of  silk  worms.  In  Italy  and  France, _  seri¬ 
culture  plays  a  similar  if  less  important  part,  as  also  does  the  making  of 
toys  in  Germany  and  Russia-’’ 

Coming  to  England, —  (It  is  difficult  to  institute  a  comparison  of 
India,  which  is  one  of  the  poorest  countries  of  the  world,  with  England, 
which  is  perhaps  the  richest  country), — it  is  said: — 

“  But  even  so,  in  the  richest  part  of  England  (the  Isle  of 
Axholme),  It  is  considered  that  ten  acres  is  the  smallest  area  on 
which  a  man  can  support  a  family  without  any  other  industry  to  help 
him;  and  where  there  is  no  live-stock  industry  or  market  gardening, 
twenty  acres  are  needed.’’ 

In  other  words,  the  experience  of  other  countries,  if  it  teaches  us 
anything  at  all,  teaches  this,  that  a  population  solely  depending  upon 
agriculture  and  agricultural  operations  cannot  be  a  prosperous  or  a  self- 
sufficient  community.  Some  subsidiary  occupation,  some  supplemental 
industry  is  necessary  in  order  to  make  for  the  happiness,  nay,  for  the 
bare  subsistence  on  an  ordinary  level  of  the  agriculturist.  That  is  why 
when  I  have  been  talking  of  industries  I  have  always  been  associating 
them  with  agriculture  and  speaking  of  them  as  a  (necessary  part  of  our 
programme.  Unless,  side  by  side  with  our  agriculture,  certain  subsi¬ 
diary  industries  and  occupations  also  come  into  existence,  there  is  no 
hope  for  the  future.  For  that,  a  reorientation  of  our  education  is  neces¬ 
sary,  for  that  a  new  industrial  policy  is  necessary  ;  for  that,  also,  more 
income  is  necessary  from  other  sources  so  as  to  relieve  the  burden  of 
the  agricultural  population. 

Now  I  come  to  another  aspect  of  the  matter.  The  Government  of 
His  Highness  have,  under  serious  consideration,  plans  for  the  complete 
remodelling  of  the  scheme  of  taxation  in  regard  to  land  for  the  purpose 
of  seeing  to  it  that  the  persons  least  able  to  pay,  are  made  to  pay  the 
least,  and  that  gradually,  and  that  as  in  the  case  of  other  avocations  and 
professions  so  also  in  the  case  of  the  agricultural  community,  those  who 
are  able  to  pay  more  will  pay  progressively  more  and  more  according  to 
the  incidence  and  amount  of  their  income. 
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In  addition  to  this  aspect  of  the  matter,  it  must  also  be  borne  in 
mind  that  very  great  attention  has  to  be  paid  to  new  crops  of  a  com¬ 
mercial  character,  soya  beans,  tobacco,  sugar-cane,  cloves  and  so  forth 
in  addition  to  tea  and  rubber.  I  see  on  the  platform  by  my  side  the 
expert  sent  out  by  the  Central  Council  of  Agricultural  Research  for  the 
purpose  of  exploring  the  possibility  of  clove  cultivation  here.  Travan- 
core  is  greatly  suited  for  that  and  other  profitable  crops.  I  need  hardly 
say  that  in  the  direction  of  increasing  these  secondary  crops  lies  a  great 
field  for  us. 

This  having  been  said  about  the  profession  of  agriculture,  I  may 
add  that  the  position  of  the  agriculturist  will  never  be  such  as  to  enable 
him  to  play  bis  part  in  the  economy  of  the  State  unless  he  is  relieved 
from  the  tremendous  load  of  debt  which  oppresses  him.  ft  is  for  that 
purpose  that  Conciliation  Boards  have  been  established  ;  and  we  are 
looking  anxiously  forward  to  the  success  of  the  experiment;  for,  in  such 
success  lies  the  promise  of  efficiency. 

I  now  turn  again  to  the  question  of  incidence  of  taxation  on  land  to 
which  I  referred  a  while  ago.  I  may  again  say  in  passing  that  Govern¬ 
ment  are  fully  alive  to  the  fact  that  there  are  certain  parts  of  the  State 
which  are  very  heavily  taxed  in  comparison  with  certain  others.  There 
is  no  questioning  the  fact  that  portions  of  South  Travancore  pay  pro¬ 
portionately  and  relatively  much  more  than  (hear,  hear,)  for  instance, 
certain  parts  of  Central  and  North  Travancore,  which  bear  com¬ 
paratively  a  lighter  tax,  and  there  are  cases  where  no  tax  is  paid  at  all 
to  the  Government.  Trespasses,  encroachments,  new  plantations  in 
unsurveyed  localities  escape  all  burdens.  These  are  matters  which  have 
to  be  enquired  into;  and  in  any  research  that  the  Government  undertake, 
Lt  will  be  their  object  to  see  to  it  that  the  burden  of  taxation  is  equalised 
as  far  as  possible,  and  that  nobody  escapes  taxation  who  can  and  ought 
to  pay. 

Coming  to  our  industrial  problem,  it  is  not  as  a  matter  of  egotism, 
but  merely  as  a  matter  of  chronicling  of  facts  that  I  point  out  that,  when 
1  assumed  charge  of  this  office  in  'October,  I  found  that  the  Rubber 
Factory  was  struggling  for  its  existence,  that  the  Sugar  Factory  had 
been  a  deadweight  for  many  years,  that  the  working  of  the  distillery  was 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  revenues  of  Government  a  positive 
scandal— on  a  capital  investment  of  Rs.  2  lakhs  we  were  getting  only 
Rs.  200  a  month  apart  from  the  excise  duties.  The  Punalur  Paper  Mills 
were  finding  it  very  difficult  to  pull  on.  And  then  there  was  the  State- 
Aided  Bank ;  there  it  was ;  we  know  where  it  is.  The  Rubber  Factory 
has  been  leased  out  to  a  private  company  in  which  Travancoreans  were 
invited  to  take  shares ;  only  they  took  far  les3  shares  than  was  anticipated. 
The  understanding  with  the  company  is  that  they  pay  us  every  year 
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4  per  cent,  on  our  capital  outlay-  They  pay  also  for  depreciation  of  the 
buildings  and  also  of  the  machinery. 

With  regard  to  the  Sugar  Factory,  the  new  company  are  paying  us, 
cash  down,  over  Rs.  5  lakhs  ;  Government  do  not  take  a  single  share 
in  the  concern,  and  are  not  interested  in  it  at  all  except  in  the  right  to 
get  20  per  cent,  of  their  net  profits  subject  to  a  maximum  of  Rs.  40,000, 
which  is  the  equivalent  of  another  lump  sum  payment  of  Rs.  8  lakhs. 
In  other  words,  in  addition  to  Rs.  5  lakhs  paid  down  in  cash,  we  get  a 
guaranteed  annual  income  which  only  an  investment  of  Rs.  8  lakhs  can 
be  expected  to  yield. 

In  regard  to  the  Punalur  Paper  Mills,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
inform  you  that  very  soon — it  is  only  a  question  of  weeks,  not  months- 
it  will  be  a  flourishing  concern. 

That  is  one  side  of  our  industrial  problem.  I  now  come  to  another 
side.  You  have  seen  what  has  been  stated  by  the  Wedgwood  Com¬ 
mittee.  Many  of  you  must  have  read  its  Report.  It  is  clear  therefrom 
that  the  period  when  railway  receipts  were  regarded  as  sup¬ 
plemental  contributions  to  the  finances  of  India  is  over.  The 
Government  of  India  cannot  any  longer  expect  railway  receipts  to 
play  any  part  in  the  general  financing  of  the  country.  In  other  words, 
unlike  what  happened  in  the  past,  hereafter  we  cannot  expect  a  single 
pie  from  the  railway  revenue  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the  general  revenues. 
You  know  what  our  position  is.  We  have  less  than  1 00  miles  of  rail¬ 
way  and  we  are  facing  a  loss  of  Rs.  69,000.  Next  year  it  may  be 
Rs.  50,000,  according  to  the  optimistic  forecast  of  my  friend  the  Finan¬ 
cial  Secretary,  and  yet  I  have  heard  it  seriously  stated  that  all  over  the 
State  a  net  work  of  railways  should  immediately  be  brought  into 
existence  for  the  purpose  of  earning  revenue.  I  leave  it  there  and  would 
invite  those  persons  who  are  responsible  for  this  statement  to  read  the 
Wedgwood  Committee  Report  over  again. 

I  now  come  to  the  question  of  our  Transport  Scheme.  Here  again 
I  think  it  is  my  duty  in  view  to  the  speeches  which  have  emanated  from 
many  persons  including  honourable  members  of  the  Legislature  on  public 
platforms  to  make  my  position  perfectly  clear.  It  has  been  stated  that 
there  is  some  fundamental  inconsistency  in  the  policy  of  the  Government 
in  so  far  as  the  Government  with  one  voice  say  that  industrial  concerns 
should  be  run  by  private  agencies  and  at  the  same  time  the  Government 
wish  to  take  over  this  transport  scheme.  On  the  24th  of  October 
1 936,  that  is  1 6  days  after  I  took  charge  as  Dewan,  I  made  a  speech  on 
this  matter,  and  I  tried  to  make  the  point  clear — apparently  I  have  been 
unsuccessful  in  my  attempt.  I  tried  to  make  it  clear  then.  I  once  again 
would  like  to  elucidate  the  point.  I  drew  a  distinction  then  and  I 
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draw  a'  distinction  now  between  primal  necessities  and  needs  and 
purely  commercial  industries.  Take  water  supply.  What  happened 
in  many  countries  in  the  early  days  in  regard  to  water  supply  ? 
In  early  days  water  was  supplied  bv  private  companies  on  commercial 
basis  ;  but  no  Government  now  thinks  of  water  supply  schemes  as  other 
than  a  Government  enterprise.  Although  the  water  supply  schemes  may 
be  mismanaged  by  Government,  although  municipalities  may  not  handle 
these  schemes  properly,  nevertheless  nobody  thinks  of  having  a  water 
supply  scheme  except  as  a  part  of  municipal  or  State  enterprise. 
Similarly  in  regard  to  the  drainage  scheme  and  power  schemes.  Where 
they  tried  private  agencies  in  regard  to  power  what  did  they  find?  They 
found  that  the  whole  thing  was  prejudicial  to  the  ultimate  interests  of 
the  people,  was  nationally  wrong  and  people  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  even  in  England,  that  land  of  private  initiative,  that  they  must 
have  a  state  controlled  combine,  the  results  of  the  working  of  which  are 
before  us  to  see.  On  that  same  plane  I  put  transport  in  a  country  like 
this.  In  other  words,  1  consider  the  system  of  transport  as  a  fundamen¬ 
tal  and  supremely  national  need  which  must  be  in  the  hands  of  Govern¬ 
ment  and  in  the  hands  of  nobody  else.  Whether  it  is  profitable  or  un¬ 
profitable,  that  duty  is  the  Government’s.  But  I  shall  endeavour 
presently  to  show  that  it  is  going  to  be  profitable,  I  have  told  you  that 
practically  all  the  industries  in  the  State,  with.the  exception  of  the  China- 
clay  industry,  are  or  will  be  handed  over  to  private  agencies.  Why  do 
I  make  an  exception  in  the  case  of  the  China-clay  industry  ?  There 
the  Government  have  nothing  to  do  excepting  to  extract  the  clay,  refine 
it  and,  as  stated  in  the  speech  of  the  Financial  Secretary  to-day,  we  have 
before  us  offers  to  take  the  entire  output  of  that  clay  at  practically  any 
rate  that  may  be  reasonable.  We  have  such  offers  to-day  from  competing 
firms.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  manufacturing  work  but  it  is  merely  a 
matter  of  refining  the  clay,  and  having  it  ready  for  sale.  That  is  why 
we  propose  to  retain  it  in  the  hands  of  Government.  It  is  one  of  the 
rightful  monopolies  of  the  State.  Similarly,  it  is  possible  that  mining 
also  may  have  been  retained  by  the  State.  Bui  that  cannot  be  done, 
because  practically  the  whole  mining  possibilities  of  the  State  in  certain 
directions,  fortunately  not  in  all,  have  been  handed  over  to  some  agency 
or  other.  A  number  of  agencies  have  taken  control  of  many  of  our 
mining  operations.  In  the  early  days  it  was  considered  the  right  policy 
and  it  will  be  a  very  bad  Government  indeed  which  tried  to  be  confis¬ 
catory  of  rights  legitimately  acquired.  But  in  that  connection  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  have  been  insisting  on  the  payment  of  1 0  per  cent,  of  the  net 
income  in  addition  to  royalty  in  respect  of  all  new  licenses  that  are 
sought  to  be  brought  into  existence. 

j  -^n,W  A01  t1rails?ort'  ^et  denoted  that  the  price  of  petrol  here  to¬ 
day  is  Bh.  Ke.  1  -7-6  per  gallon  and  the  price  of  petrol  in  Madras  to-day 
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is  Bli.  Re.  1-1-6.  The  difference  is  6  annas  per  gallon.  You  can  make 
for  yourselves  the  calculations  about  the  railway  charges  in  respec. 
of  each  gallon  from  Madras  or  some  olher  place  to  Travancore  and 
draw  your  own  conclusions  as  to  what  happens  to  the  difference 
and  where  it  goes.  In  other  words  we  are  paying  6  annas  per  gallon 
more  in  Trivandrum  than  the  people  in  Madras  and  the  whole  of  the  bus 
service  here  runs  on  petrol.  We  hope  that  when  the  Diesel  Engines 
come  into  operation  our  fuel  will  cost  a  half  or  a  third  of  the  cost  of 
petrol  and  that  if  proper  care  is  taken  as  to  bulk  contracts  the  profit  will 
be  even  greater.  Look  at  what  that  means  to  the  State.  But  that  apart, 

1  am  told  that  the  following  statements  have  been  made  and  I  wish  to 
canvass  them  one  by  one.  It  is  asserted  that  no  profit  is  likely  to  be 
made,  and  that  the  State  is  ruining  itself.  I  am  reminded  of  the  out¬ 
burst  in  connection  with  the  Pykara  scheme.  It  was  in  1924  that  with 
the  continuous  and  wonderful  co-operation  of  Lord  Willingdon  and 
with  a  very  efficient  engineering  service  to  which  my  friend  Mr.  Truscott 
then  belonged,  I  initiated  the  Pykara  scheme.  Two  of  my  successors 
in  the  Madras  Executive  Council  were  opponents  of  that  scheme.  At 
that  time  it  was  said  that  I  was  plunging  the  Madras  Presidency  into 
chaos  and  that  bankruptcy  was  the  inevitable  result  of  my  policy  in 
regard  to  the  Pykara  scheme.  You  know  now  what  the  scheme 
has  meant  to  Madras.  The  Mysore  scheme  which  was  similarly 
started  under  tremendous  handicaps  by  the  Mysore  Government  and 
by  that  great  statesman  Sir  Seshadri  Aiyar  is  now  paying  ten  to 
twelve  per  cent,  per  annum.  All  the  power  producible  by  the 
Pykara  scheme  has  already  been  sold  at  profitable  rates.  Similar 
will  be  the  results  of  our  Transport  scheme.  Any  one  who  opposes 
me  should  first  study  the  figures  which  prove  that  from  the  very  first 
year  of  the  inception  of  the  Hyderabad  scheme  when  everything  was 
tentative  and  experimental  8‘56  per  cent  was  paid  and  people  who  have 
travelled  in  Hyderabad  know  that  our  people  are  more  travel-minded 
being  more  educated.  There  was  another  statement  that  there  is  some 
nefarious  project  to  throw  the  existing  workmen  out  of  employment. 
Workmen  are  not  likely  to  pour  down  on  us  like  rain  out  of  the  skies. 
We  are  going  to  utilise  all  the  available  resources  in  men  and  material 
and  why  should  anybody  think  that  there  is  any  scheme  for  having 
outsiders  brought  in  ?  Have  we  done  so  in  regard  to  other  enterprises? 
Have  not  the  Government  insisted  that  even  the  private  companies 
should  provide  that  Travancoreans  should  be  employed  in  all  positicns 
when  they  are  available?  Then,  why  should  they  think  that  in  regard 
to  this  transport  scheme,  the  conductors,  ticket-collectors  and  all  those 
people  should  be  asked  to  starve  in  a  body,  should  be  driven  out  of 
employment  ?  Nobody  out  of  Bedlam  dreams  of  driving  these  people 
put  of  employment,  it  may  be,  I  may  make  it  perfectly  clear,  that 
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these  men  may  be  replaced  by  more  educated  men.  1  he  educated 
young  men  of  today  who  scorn  these  avocations  may  tomorrow  as 
a  result  of  the  University  and  our  diploma  courses  or  otherwise  take  to 
this  occupation  and  then  it  may  be  tint  they  will  drive  out  some  of 
these  people.  But  at  present  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  the  present 
men  should  be  thrown  on  the  streets. 

Then  it  is  said  that  there  is  contemplated  some  handing  over 
of  the  business  to  a  foreign  firm  or  concern,  But  is  that  the 
policy  which  this  Government  have  been  pursuing  ?  What  is 
actually  going  to  be  done  ?  I  shall  let  you  into  the  secret.  It  is 
admitted  that  the  best  bus  service  in  the  world,  and  the  best  mechanic¬ 
ally  propelled  vehicles'  in  the  world,  are  available  in  the  London 
bus  system.  We  are  getting  a  senior  officer  of  the  London  bus 
service  as  our  expert  for  one  year  to  start  with.  It  is  a  part  of 
the  scheme  that  he  should  train  during  that  period  somebody  here,  a 
Travancorean,  so  that  he  may  take  his  place  and  run  it  afterwards.  That 
is- the  only  foreigner  who  is  going  to  be  thought  of  in  connection  with 
this  scheme,  namely  a  man  who  is  today  running  the  bus  system  in 
London  in  the  country  service  department.  He  is  coming  here  on  con¬ 
tract  for  one  year  and  one  of  the  conditions  is  that  he  should  train  his 
understudies.  I  next  proceed  to  deal  with  the  “rights”  of  those  people 
who  have  been  vociferous  in  Nagercoil  and  other  localities.  It  was 
possible  for  me,  it  was  possible  for  the  Government  of  Travancore,  to 
have  taken  a  very  simple,  expeditious  and  wholly  legal  course.  If  I  had 
requested  Mr.  Pitchu  Aiyangar,  the  Police  Commissioner,  not  to  renew 
the  licenses  which  are  renewable  every  year,  and  which  nobody  has  a 
right  to  have  renewed,  not  a  single  one  of  these  people  could  run  their 
buses.  He  has  only  to  decline  the  license  and  there  is  no  appeal  against 
it.  There  is  no  statutory  or  any  other  provision  preventing  such  action. 
Government  could  have  resorted  to  this  course  but  it  is  because  Govern¬ 
ment  thought  that  it  was  unfair  to  deal  with  these  people  in  that  clande¬ 
stine,  underhand,  subterranean  fashion  that  Government  announced  their 
policy  openly  months  ago.  None  of  these  people  is  entitled  to  anything 
more  than  a  bare  notice  to  quit.  What  is  the  conduct  of  these  people  ? 
I  am  sorry  to  detain  you  at  this  length,  but  having  regard  to  the  agitation 
which  various  vested  interests,  for  their  own  protection,  have  engineered, 
I  think  it  is  well  that  I  should  put  some  things  beyond  doubt.  The 
scheme  now  relates  only  to  transport  from  Trivandrum  to  Cape 
Comorin.  The  people  north  of  Trivandrum  have  nothing  to  do 
with  this  matter  because  until  this  experiment  is  worked  for  a 
year  or  two  and  is  proved  to  be  an  absolute  success  so  that  the 
neople  in  those  places  may  themselves  ask  for  the  extension  of 
be  scheme,  this  scheme  is  not  going  to  be  extended  to  any  place 
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outside  the  region  contemplated,  that  is  from  Trivandrum  to  Cape 
Comorin  and  perhaps  from  Trivandrum  to  Quilon.  It  may  be  that  later 
on  there  might  be  an  extension  to  Quilon  but  not  an  inch  beyond  Quilon, 
because  the  object  of  the  Government  is  to  see  that  this  scheme  works 
well,  and  prove  that  this  scheme  is  profitable  and  beneficial  in  public 
interests.  If  this  scheme  satisfies  the  anticipations  and  the  hopes  of  the 
originators  of  the  scheme  then  there  will  be  and  must  be  an  extension 
which  will  depend  on  Pallivasal  power.  After  that  I  feel  confident  that 
the  people  themselves  will  ask  for  the  extension  of  the  scheme  to  every 
nook  and  corner  of  the  State,  but  until  that  is  done,  no  further  step  will  be 
taken.  It  may  be  asked  why  this  scheme  deals  with  the  road  from  Triv¬ 
andrum  to  Cape  ;  the  answer  is  obvious  because  north  of  Trivandrum  and 
especially  north  of  Quilon  this  business  is  in  the  hands  of  many  small 
owners  who  have  put  their  capital  and  their  enterprise  into  this  bus 
traffic  whereas  from  Trivandrum  to  the  south  it  is  practically  a  monopoly, 
or  rather  a  combine.  1  do  not  give  names.  One  motor  service  had  57 
buses  in  the  year  1110.  It  was  assessed  to  an  income  of  Rs.  10,000  per 
year.  The  next  year  the  income'  was  nil.  ( Cry  of  ‘shame’).  It  is 
supposed  to  have  worked  at  a  loss.  Another  company  had  19  buses 
and  it  was  assessed  in  1 1 10  to  an  income  of  Rs.  6,000.  Last  year  it 
was  assessed  to  an  income  of  Rs.  5,000.  Another  company  has 
only  7  buses  running  south  of  Trivandrum.  Another  company  has 
never  paid  any  income  tax  though  it  was  assessed-  That  is  the 
position  of  the  bus  companies  south  of  Trivandrum.  And  all  of  them 
are  working  under  joint  agreements.  These  companies  are  asking  for 
compensation.  They  cannot  have  it  both  ways.  They  cannot  for  the 
sake  of  payment  of  tax  say  that  they  are  losing  or  not  making  much  profit 
and,  for  the  sake  of  getting  compensation,  assert  that  they  are  greatly 
profitable  concerns.  Let  these  companies  pay  the  tax  which  they  are 
bound  to  pay  and  then  ask  for  compensation  on  that  basis.  Unless  there 
is  profit  where  is  the  compensation  ?  He  who  seeks  equity  must,  in  the 
language  of  the  law,  do  equity  (Hear,  hear).  1  am  sorry  that  this 
interruption  should  take  place  because  this  is  not  a  matter  of  controversy 
but  one  of  pure  argument  The  proprietor  of  the  biggest  concern  came 
and  saw  me  the  day  after  the  recent  Nagercoil  meeting  and  assured  me 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Nagercoil  meeting.  I  told  him  that 
I  was  not  going  to  be  influenced  in  favour  of  any  one  or  against  any  one 
by  reason  of  such  meetings  because  I  have  had  sufficient  experience  of 
meetings.  Apart  from  all  that,  I  told  him  to  forget  all  that  had  taken 
place  as  I  had  already  forgotten  it.  I  asked  him  to  give  me  a  memo¬ 
randum  about  the  loss  he  is  likely  to  sustain  and  the  compensation 
he  is  entitled  to.  In  an  absolutely  unprejudiced  manner,  without  any 
bias  I  assured  him  that  Government  will  look  into  the  question 
of  compensation,  That  is  the  stand  which  the  Government  will  take. 
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There  is  no  legal  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  pay 
any  compensation.  Government  are  legally  entitled  to  deprive  them  of 
their  business  by  not  giving  them  license  for  the  following  year.  But 
Government  do  not  want  to  stand  upon  laws  and  technical  points. 
Government  are  prepared  to  concede  compensation  as  a  moral 
obligation.  But  the  payment  of  compensation  as  a  moral  obligation 
involves  a  moral  obligation  on  the  other  side  also.  Let  those  obligations 
be  respected  and  acted  upon  reciprocally.  If  Government  receive  their 
dues  and  a  proper  case  for  compensation  is  made  Government  will 
consider  it  on  the  equitable  footing  though  legally  they  have  no 
obligation. 

I  may  say  in  passing  that  those  who  have  been  studying  the  ne  ws- 
papers  might  have  seen  that  the  French  Government  are  imposing  a  duty 
of  100  per  cent  upon  those  who  evade  payment  of  tax.  We  shall 
certainly  not  follow  such  extreme  examples. 

I  wish  to  make  one  more  remark  on  this  subject.  There  was  one 
point  made  by  one  of  the  speakers  in  a  meeting,  viz.,  that  the  new 
transport  buses  will  not  be  paying  tolls  and  other  taxes  and  that 
Government  calculations  are  wrong.  I  wish  to  state  that  these  new  buses 
will  pay  tolls  and  taxes  as  the  Hyderabad  concern  is  paying  there. 
In  spite  of  all  that,  this  concern  will  bring  in  about  10  to  1  5  per  cent. 
Hyderabad  is  now  making  an  income  of  1 0  per  cent  after  paying  tolls 
and  other  charges. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  water  transport  also.  I  hope  between 
Trivandrum  and  Cochin  there  will  be  a  really  efficient  water  transport 
for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  industrial  and  agricultural  products 
which  will  come  to  fruition  in  the  State  very  soon-  That  is  all  that 
I  wish  to  say  in  regard  to  the  question  of  transport. 

Mr.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  has  spoken  in  great  detail  about  smuggling 
in  the  northern  frontier.  I  expect  the  fullest  co-operation  from  all 
members  of  this  House  in  the  matter  of  eradicating  that  very 
deep-seated  and  longstanding  evil. 

In  regard  to  our  income  producing  Departments  there  has  been  a 
certain  amount  of  overlapping  and  wasting  of  time  and  energy.  For 
instance  in  the  collection  of  Excise  revenue  the  Excise  Officer  has  to 
proceed  to  the  Revenue  Officer  for  the  collection  of  his  revenue. 
Different  departments  find  it  difficult  to  collect  their  revenue 
without  the  help  of  the  Revenue  Department.  The  result  is  sometimes 
lack  of  harmony  and  concerted  action  between  the  various  departments. 
Government  have  therefore  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in  the  matter  of 
the  collection  of  income  tax,  customs,  excise,  land  revenue  etc.,  the 
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different  departments  will  hereafter  work  in  co-ordination.  A  scheme 
to  bring  that  idea  into  operation  will  be  shortly  placed  before  you.  In 
regard  to  income  tax,  I  am  able  to  tell  you  that  a  very  senior  and 
experienced  official,  Mr.  M.  P.  Joseph,  will  work  under  Mr.  George 
with  the  special  mandate  to  look  into  the  question  of  income  tax 

collection  and  evasion  of  payment  of  income  tax.  We  are  going  to  get 

an  expert  from  British  India  for  six  months  to  look  into  the  working 
of  our  Income  Tax  Department.  British  India  is  facing  the  same  pro¬ 
blem  as  we  are  facing.  They  are  having  the  same  difficulties.  The 
officer  that  we  are  getting  has  had  a  large  experience  in  dealing  with 
the  measures  adopted  in  British  India  and  we  are  likely  to  profit  very 
much  from  his  experience. 

There  are  only  two  more  matters  which  I  wish  to  refer  to.  I  see 
that  there  is  some  criticism  with  regard  to  two  of  the  activities  of 
Government,  viz.,  the  Tourists’  Department  or  the  State  Guests-Depart- 
ment  and  the  Game  Warden.  I  dare  say  we  shall  all  hear  a  great  deal 
about  these  two  departments  in  the  course  of  the  debates  later  on.  I  want 
to  invite  your  attention  to  what  the  Ceylon  Government  is  doing  and 
what  practically  every  European  Government  is  doing.  People  here 
are  not  fully  aware  that  practically  all  countries  in  Continental  Europe 
are  living  on  their  tourists.  In  many  lands  their  agriculture  and  indus¬ 
tries  have  a  place  not  higher  than  “tourism  ”  in  the  scheme  of  national 
economy.  S  witzerland,  South  France,  Italy  and  Germany  are  largely 
living  on  their  tourists.  Ceylon  has  started  a  big  scheme  for  inviting 
tourists.  What  we  propose  to  do  is  more  or  less  on  the  same  lines.  In 
other  words  we  want  to  make  touring  a  source  not  only  of  amusement 
and  relaxation  to  the  tourist  but  a  source  of  trade  and  income  to  our¬ 
selves.  For  that  purpose,  apart  from  those  guests  who  come  as  the 
guests  of  His  Highness  the  Maharaja,  the  visits  of  the  other  tourists 
will  be  put  on  a  commercial  accounting  basis.  The  money  spent  on 
them  will  be  put  on  the  debit  side  and  the  income  derived  on  the  credit 
side.  I  am  glad  to  tell  you  that  due  to  the  efforts  made  and  the  propa¬ 
ganda  initiated  by  no  less  exalted  personages  than  Their  Highnesses, 
many  tourists  from  all  over  the  world  are  anxious  to  come  here.  We 
have  received  enquiries  from  Messrs.  Thos.  Cook  &  Son  saying  that  in 
October  or  November  there  will  be  many  guests  visiting  Travancore, 
and  other  agencies  are  making  similar  enquiries.  What  we  propose  to 
do  is  to  divide  the  Guests  Department  into  two  sections,  one  the  State’s 
side  or  the  honorific  side,  and  the  other  the  commercial  side  which  will 
deal  with  the  ordinary  tourists.  You  will  then  have  no  reason  to  be 
dissatisfied.  The  game  sanctuary  and  the  show  places  of  Travancore 
will  then  be  a  source  of  profit  to  the  State. 

Fmally  I  come  to  the  University  scheme.  As  you  have  seen  the 
University  scheme  is  practically  a  fait  accompli,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all 
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doubts  and  anxieties  on  the  part  of  all  institutions  will  vanish,  when  the 
matters  are  fully  explained  to  them  and  every  one  in  the  House  will 
respond  to  the  call  that  has  been  made  and  will  see  that  a  complete 
change  of  the  outlook  in  education  is  necessary.  The  whole  of  our 
industrial  future  is  pivoted  upon  the  reorganisation  of  our  education. 
We  cannot  solve  our  agricultural  and  industrial  problems  without  an 
intellectual  reorientation  and  a  realistic  and  practical  education  which 
will,  at  the  same  time,  not  lose  sight  of  the  cultural  aspect. 

I  have  done.  I  am  sorry  to  have  been  so  long,  but  it  occurred  to 
me  that  these  topics  needed  clarification.  I  thank  you  for  the  patience 
and  indulgence  with  which  you  have  listened  to  me.  (Applause). 

The  joint  sitting  terminated  at  12-44  P.  m. 

E.  I.  CHACKO, 

Secretary  to  the  Sri  Chitra  State  Council 
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Saturday ,  the  7th  August ,  1937123rd  Karkatakam,  1112' 

,  The  Council  met  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall,,  at  Eleven 
o£  the  Clock,  with  the  President  Sacliivottaina  Sir  C.  P.  Ramaswanhi 
Aiyar,  K.  c.  I.  e.,  in  the  Chair. 

MEMBERS  SWORN. 

1.  Mr.  C.  V.  Chandrasekharan.,  m.  a.  (oxon)  r.  k,  h.  s. 

( Special  University  Officer ) 

2.  Mr.  K.  George  b.  a.,  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax 

C  ompiissio-ner). 

3.  Mrs.  Abernam  Gnanasikamoney  b.  a.,  ( Nomina  ted 

4.  Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  NY  Knnjan  Pillai 

M.  A  ,  b.  sc.,  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government.) 

5.  Mr.  C.  0.  Madhavan  b  a.,  b.  £.,  (Excise  Commissioner) 

6.  Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  m.  a.,  jo.  so ,  F.  l  c., 

{Ag.  Director  o'1'  Public  Instruction)-. 

7.  Mt.  Kayalam  Paramosvarau  Pillai  b.  a.,  b.  l., 

( Additional  Head  SirkarVakil.) 

8.  Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  b,  a-, 

(. Financial  Secretary  to  Government) , 

9.  Mr.  G-  B.  E.  Truscott  ( Chief  Engineer). 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 

,  Opening  a  road  Jr om  Veli  to  Kadinamkulam. 

1.  *Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahlman  Sahib  (Trivai  drum  and 
Nedumangad  cum  Chirayinkil)  :  .Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state  whether  there  is  a  proposal  to  open  a  road  from  Veli  to 
Kadinamkulam  ? 

G,  P.  T.  3576,  150, 
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Mr.  Q.  B-  E-  Truscott  ( Chief  Engineer,  Roads,  Buildings 
and  Irrigation)  ;  Yes, 

Mr.  N-  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  May  I  know  whether 
any  action  was  taken  in  pursuance  of  the  proposal  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott  :  A  survey  was  conducted  and  an 
estimate  was  prepared. 

Mr.  N-  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib:  May  I  know  at  what 
stage  the  work  is  now  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott  :  No  further  progress  has  been 
made. 

Stipendiary  students  taken  for  L .  7.\  course. 

2.  #Mr.  N  Abdur  Rahiman  5ahib  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  there  is  any  rule  that  stipendiary 
students  taken  for  L.  T.  course  will  not  be  re-entertained  in  service 
unless  they  pass  L-  T.  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  (Ag.  Director  of  Public  Instruction.)  : 
The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  May  I  know  whether 
there  are  any  Muslim  L,T.  students  who  have  finished  their  studies 
and  have  not  been  re -entertained  in  service  p 

Dr.  K  L.  Moudgill  *  I  know  one  case  of  a  student  who  has 
finished  her  course  for  the  L.  T.  but  has  not  been  entertained  in  ser- 

Mr.T  .  Mahomed  Ismail  ( Nominated j  :  May  I  know  whe¬ 
ther  there  is  any  instance  of  a  stipendiary  student  who  has  passed 
L.  T.  being  not  re-entertained  P 

Dr.  K.  L-  Moudgill  :  I  claim  notice. 

Theft  of  cerbera  odalam  from  the  Science  College 

.  Laboratory. 

3. “  #Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai:  ( Quilon  cum 
Kunnattur) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  any  quantity  of  cerbera  odalam  was  taken  away 
by  any  person  in  Meenam  1112  M.  E.  from  the  chemical  laboratory 
of  the  Science  College,  Trivandrum  ; 

(b)  whether  cerbera  odalam  is  a  poison  ; 

( c )  whether  a  report  was  made  by  any  person  in  charge  of 
the  laboratory  to  the  Principal  of  the  Science  College  ; 

{d)  whether  the  Principal  of  the  Science  College  informed  the 
Police  Inspector,  Cantonment,  about  it  ; 

( e )  -whether  the  person  who  took  away  cerbera  odalam  was 
found  out  ; 
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(/)  if  so,  the  name  of  that  person  ; 

(g)  whether  any  action  was  taken  against  him  ;  and 

( h )  if  not,  why  not  ? 

Dr.  K  L.  Moudgill:  fa)  .No. 

( b )  Yes,  to  a  certain  extent. 

(c)  to  ( h ).  These  do  not  arise  in  view  of  the  answer  to 
part  (a). 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai ;  With  reference  to 
answer  to  part  (a)  may  1  kbow  whether  there  is  any  quantity  of 
cerbera  odalam  in  the  Science  College  labjvatory? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  :  Cerbera  odalam  is  a  tree.  There  is 
no  such  tree  in  the  Science  College. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  :  May  I  know  whether 
there  is  a  poison  called  cerbera  odalam  extracted  from  cerbera  oda¬ 
lam  in  the  Science  College  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  :  There  are  several  chemicals  extracted 
from  cerbera  odalam  some  of  which  are  of  a  poisonous  character. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  :  May  I  know  whe¬ 
ther  there  is  this  particular  poison  extracted  from  cerbera  odalam  in 
the  Science  College  laboratory  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  :  As  I  have  already  stated  there  are 
several  substances  extracted  from  cerbera  odalam  some  of  which  are 
poisonous.  I  may  add  that  the  properties  of  these  substances  are 
not  yet  well  known. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  :  May  I  know  whe- 
their  any  quantity  of  ‘cerbera  odalam’  was  lost  from  the  Science  Col¬ 
lege  in  Meenam  last? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  :  With  reference  to 
answer  to  part  (b)  *  May  I  know  to  W'hat  extent  it  is  poisonous?  In 
the  answer  it  is  said  “yes,  to  a  certain  extent.”  May  I  know  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  enough  to  kill  a  person  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  ;  Some  of  its  components  are  capable 
of  killing  a  person  if  taken  in  sufficient  quantity. 

Transport  Be- organisation  Committee. 

4.  #Mr.  Neduniangad  R.  Kesavan  Nail*  (Trivonanm 
and  Nedumangad  cum  Chirayinkil) :  W  ill  the  Government  be  plea¬ 
sed  to  state  : 

(a)  the  total  expenditure  incurred  by  the  committee  for  re¬ 
organising  the  transport  system  up  to  end  of  30-10-1112  giving 
also  the  amounts  spent  under  different  heads  such  as  travelling  al¬ 
lowances,  salary  etc,; 
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[Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair] 

{b)  whether  the  committee  has  submitted  any  report  on  the 
traffic  problems  of  the  State,  and,  if  so,  will  they  be  pleased  to  lay 
it  on  the  table. 

(c)  whether  the  present  Secretary  to  the  above  committee  has 
got  special  qualifications  for  the  post ; 

(d)  the  salary  that  is  given  to  the  present  Secretary  and  that 
given  to  his  predecessor  in  office; 

(e)  whether  Government  have  placed  any  orders  for  buses 
tor  operating  on  any  route  in  the  State;  and 

(/')  whether  any  regular  enquiry  concerning  the  traffic  and 
financial  prospects  of  any  particular  route  in  the  State  was  conduc¬ 
ted  by  the  Committee  or  by  any  officer,  and,  if  so,  will  they  be 
pleased  to,  lay  it  ou  the  table? 

■wqpMr.  G.  B>  E*  Truscott :  (a)  No  expenditure  on  T.  'A.  has 
been  incurred  ;  but  a  sum  of  Ks  2261-2  12  has  been  incurred  on 
salaries  etc, 

(. b )  No.  The  Committee  was  formed  with  the  object  of  sub¬ 
mitting  proposals  for  reorganising  {ran sport  in  the  State  which 
Government  did  not  consider  satisfactory  ; 

(c)  No.  No  special  qualifications  are  necessary  for  the  Sec 
retary  to  the  Committee; 

(fli)  The  present  Secretary's  salary  is  Rs.  9c5  His  predeces¬ 
sors  pay  was  Rs  25U  per  mensem;  but  he  only  held  the  post  in 
addition  to  his  own  duties  pending  the  appointment  of  the  present 
Secretary; 

(e)  Yes 

(/)  The  Committee’s  recommendation  were  made  from  infor. 
mation  supplied  by  the  Traffic  Department  and  other  sources. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  May  I  know 
whether  any  proposal  has  beeu  received  by  Government 

Mr.  G,  B.  E.  Truscott  Yes,  Sir 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R  Kesavan  Nair  :  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleqsed  to  place  it  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair:  May  I  know 
whether  any  amount  was  given  by  way  of  allowance  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott  :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R-  Kesavan  Nair  :  May  1  know  the. 
number  of  buses  that  have  beeu  ordered  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott :  Chassis  for  tO  buses  and  10- lorries 
have  been  ordered. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair:  Mh'll  Tie  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  the  total  expense  that  has  been  incurred  ? 
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Mr.  G<  B.  G.  Truscott :  About  Rs.  3  lakhs. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  With  reference  to  answer  to  part  (c) 
if  no  special  qualifications  were  found  necessaiy  for  the  Secretary 
to  the  Committee,  may  I  know  why  the  service  of  such  a  costly 
officer  was  intended  upon  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.E.  Truscott :  Government  considered  that  he 
vvas  the  best  person  for  the  position- 

Teaching  of  Arabic  in  Colleges. 

5.  ^Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  ( Nominated )  :  Will  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  any  provision  is  made  for  tho 
teaching  of  Arabic  in  the  colleges  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill :  No. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail:  May  I  know  whether  there  are 
students  in  the  Arts  and  Science  Colleges  who  have  taken  Arabic  as 
their  optional  subject  ? 

Dr-  K.  L.  Moudgill '•  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  May  I  know'  how  many,  Sir? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  :  4  in  the  Science  College  and  8  in  the 

Arts  College. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail:  May  I  know  what  provision 
is  made  for  the  study  of  this  optional  subject? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill :  Where  a  particular  language  which  is 
not  taught  in  the  College,  is  taken  as  optional,  the  usual  practice 
for  the  students  is  to  get  exemption  from  the  University  and  satis¬ 
fy  the  authorities  that  they  will  make  special  arrangements  for  the 
private  study  of  the  subjects.  I  expect  such  arrangements  must 
have  been  made  in  these  cases  also. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  May  I  know  what  are  the 
conditions  to  be  satisfied  for  the  introduction  of  Arabic  in  the 
Science  College  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  :  There  is  no  special  condition. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  ••  May  I  know  whether  provision 
is  made  for  teaching  Sanskrit  in  the  Science  College  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill:  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  T. Mahomed  Ismail:  May  I  know  whether  provision 
is  made  for  the  teaching  of  French  in  the  Science  College 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman ;  Sahib  :  May  I  know  whether 
the  question  of  appointing  a  part  time  officer  for.  teaching  Arabic  was 
considered  by  the  authorities  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill :  The  question  has  been  generally  con¬ 
sidered. 
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Work  turned  out  by  the  Food  Analyst. 

6.  ^  Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  Will  the  Gov- 
eniment  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  the  date  oh  which  the  Food  Analyst  was  appointed: 

(b)  the  amount  spent  till  Karkatakam  1112  M.  E.  as  pay 
and  allowance  to  the  Food  Analyst ; 

(c)  whether  any  report  of  the  work  of  the  Food  Analyst 
has  been  published; 

(d)  if  not,  the  reason  for  the  same  ; 

(«)  whether  the  rules  for  the  working  of  the  Food  Adulter- 
ation  Regulation  have  been  framed  by  Government  and  published  ; 
and 

(/)  if  so  when  ? 

Mr.  K.  N.  Govindan  (Ay.  Secretary  to  Government)  ;  No 
Food  Analyst  was  ever  appointed  by  Government.  But  a  Public 
Analyst  was  appointed  on  15-10-1109,  and  the  answers  to  parts 
( b )  to  (d)  refer  to  him  only. 

{b)  Rs,  4,915-0-8.' 

(<0  Yes. 

(d)  This  does  not  arise  in  view  of  the  anwer  to  part  (c) 

( e )  Yes. 

if)  The  member  is  referred  to  pages,  604-606  of  part  I  of 
the  Government  Gazette,  dated  24th  January  1933. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai ;  May  I  know  whether 
any  report  has  been  received  about  any  case  of  prosecution  under  the 
Food  adulteration  Regulation? 

Mr.  K.  N,  Govindan  :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai .-  May  I  know  the 
reason ; 

Mr.  K,  N.  Ciovindan  :  The  rules  were  brought  into  force 
here  only  recently. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  May  I  know  whether 
since  the  rules  have  been  brought  into  effect  in  about  January  1933, 
there  has  not  been  any  case  of  food  adulteration  in  the  State  ? 

Mr.  K.  N.  Govindan  :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  >  May  I  know  when 
it  was  brought  into  effect  ? 

Mr.  K.  N,  Govindan  :  1  thmk  just  about  two  weeks  back, 

Printing  and  sale  of  the  Sri  Chitra  Thirunal  Patavali  text-booh. 

7.  =pMr.  G  Narayana  Aiyar  ( Parur,  Kunmtnad  and  Muva- 
ttupuzha  cum  Devicolam)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 


QUE  STIONS  AND  AnSWEES. 


75 


(a)  when  the'  Sri  Chitra'Thirunal  Patavali  text-books,  newly 
prescribed  for  the  school  year  1937-38,  were  printed  and  made  avail¬ 
able  for  sale  to  book-sellers  ; 

(d)  whether  any  conditions  were  imposed  upon  the  book¬ 
sellers  purchasing  those  books  for  the  sale  of  such  books,  and,  if  so, 
what  are  the  conditions  ; 

(c)  on  what  basis  was  the  number  of  books  to  be  sold  to  the 
various  book-sellers  fixed  and  sold  ;  and 

(i d )  whether  they  are  aware  that  the  book-sellers  are  selling 
those  books  for  a  higher  price  than  that  fixed  by  Government  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  = 

[a)  I  Reader  ...  2-1-1112 


II 

III 

IV 
V 

IV 


25-9-1112 
6-10-1112 
18-10-1112 
28-10-1112 
2  8- 10-1 112 


(6)  No. 

(c)  On  the  certificates  from  the  School  Inspectors  produced 
by  the  book-sellers  and  on  individual  requisitions  when  the  number  of 
copies  required  was  100  or  less. 

(d)  No. 

Mr.  G  Narayana  Aiyar  :  With  reference  to  answer  to 
part  (a)  may  I  know  the  total  number  of  books  printed  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill .  I  claim  notice. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  May  I  know  when  the  schools  were 
re-opened  after  the  Midsummer  vacation  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill :  On  4-10-1112, 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  May  I  knot?  whether  the  Govern¬ 
ment  are  aware  that  the  pupils  had  to  suffer  for  want  of  text  books 
because  they  were  not  printed  ? 

Dr- K  L.  Moudgill :  There  was  a  certain  amount  of  suffer¬ 
ing  on  thar  account. 


Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  May  I  know  whether  Government 
enquired  into  the  reasons  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr-  G,  Narayana  Aiyar  :  May  I  know  from  the  mem¬ 
ber  the  total  number  of  students  who  had  to  use  such  books  ? 

Dr.  K.  Li  Moudgill :  I  have  not  got  the  information  ready 
at  hand.  Sir. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  •  May  1  know  from  the  member 
the  total  number  of  book-sellers  that  applied  for  the  books  ? 

Pr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  :  I  am  sorry  I  have  to  claim  notice. 
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Memorial  for  opening  village  panehayats. 

8.  ^Mr.  Q.  Narayana  Aiyar :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state : 

(a)  whether  they  have  received  memorials  in  1110  and  11  ll 
for  the  opening  of  village  panehayats  in  the  State  ;  and 

(&)  if  the  answer  to  part  (ct)  is  in  the  affirmative,  will  they 
be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  a  statement  showing  the  number  of 
such  memorials  received,  the  places  from  which  those  memorials 
were  received  and  the  dates  on  which  they  were  received  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr  N.  Kunjan  Pillai 

{Chief  Secretary  to  Government):  ( a )  Yes, 

( h )  A  statement  is  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Q.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  What  action  has  been  taken  by 
Government  on  the  memorials  received  by  them  according  to  the 
appendix  given  in  answer  to  part  ( b )  of  the  question  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr  N.  Kunjan  Pillai; 
They  were  sent  to  the  Division  Peishkars  who  caused  enquiries  to 
be  made  and  they  reported  that  there  was  no  immediate  necessity 
to  start  Panehayats  in  the  places  referred  to  in  the  memorials. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  May  I  know  from  the  member 
when  the  reports  from  the  Division  Peishkars  were  received  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N-  Kunjan  Pillai: 
On  various  dates.  The  memorials  themselves  were  received  on 
various  occasions  and  they  were  forwarded  io  the  Division  Peish¬ 
kars  within  a  reasonable  time  after  that. 

Mr.  G  Narayana  Aiyar  .  May  I  know  whether  these 
memorials  have  been  finally  disposed  of  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr  N  Kunjan  P'ifrai: 

For  the  present  they  have  been  finally  disposed  of. 

Mr-  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  May  I  know  when  they  were 
finally'  disposed  of  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N  Kunjan  Pillai: 

On  various  dates.  I  may  inform  the  honourable  member  that, 
with  regard  to  the  memorial  from  the  Kununtnad  taluk,  it  was  dis¬ 
posed  of  about  the  end  of  1111. 

Date  of  posting  Mr.  L.  H.  Jacob  as  Executive 
Engineer ,  Quilon. 

9.  ^Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  ( Kanmagapa/U ,  Kartikapalli 
and  Ambalapuzha  cum  Shertala) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state  the  exact  date  on  which  Mr.  L.  H.  Jacob,  Executive 
Engineer  Quilon,  was  posted  to  Quilon  ? 
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Mr.  K.  N.  Govindan  :  Mr.  L.  H.  Jacob  was  first  posted 
to  Quiiou  Division  as  Executive  Engineer  on  9-8-1095.  But  since 
then,  he  was  absent  on  leave  and  on  other  duty  on  several  occasions 
and  he  was  last  posted  to  Qudon  on  16-7-1110. 

Mr-  M.  5.  Anirudhan  :  May  I  know  from  the  member 
when  Mr.  Jacob  took  leave;? 

Mr.  K-  N.  Govindan  :  I  claim  notice,  Sir. 

Lands  sold  in  1111  for  arrears  oflana  revenue. 

10.  ^Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  the  acreage  of  lands  sold  for  arrears  of  land 
revenue  in  1111  ? 

Mr.  K-  George  :  2895*06  acres. 

'Lands  left  fallow  for  the  Kami  crop  of  1113. 

11.  ^Mr.  V.  5.  Arumukham  Pillai  ( Tooala  bum  Agstis- 
varam) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  lands  in  Toval-i  and  Agast  is  varum  taluks  have 
been  left  fallow  for  the  K.anni  crop  of  1113  ; 

( b )  if  so,  the  extent  of  such  lands  ; 

(c)  the  reason  for  leaving  them  fallow  ;  and 

(d)  the  amount  of  damage  to  the  ryots  concerned  on  this 
account  ? 

Mr.  K.  George  :  («)  Yes. 

(b)  About  13,427  acres. 

(c)  Insufficiency  of  water  in  the  Kodayar  Reservoir  and 
failure  of  rains. 

(<f)  The  lands  are  left  uncultivated  and  hence  it  is  not  clear 
■what  the  member  means  by  damage. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai :  With  regard  to  answer 
to  part  (a)  may  I  know  Sir,  whether  any  reports  were  called  for 
from  the  P.  W .  authorities  ? 

Mr.  K.  George  :  The  reports  -were  called  for  from  the 
Revenue  authorities  and  not  from  the  P.  W.  authorities. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath ;  May  I  know  from  the  member 
whether  the  remission  rules  now  prevailing  make  any  provision  for 
karivu  lands  ? 

Mr.  K.  George:  There  is  provision  for  karivu  lands.  As 
regards  the  fallow  remissions  there  is  provision  only  for  certain 
parts  of  the  southern  taluks. 

t  Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath :  May  I  know  from  Government 
whether  the  cultivators  who  have  not  cultivated  their  lands  get  any 
remission  ? 
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Mr.  K.  George ;  The  proposal  of  the  Government  is 
that . 

President:  The  intention  of  the  Government  cannot  be 
revealed  by  answering  interpellations. 

Opening  of  branches  or  the  Land  Mortgage  Bank, 

12.  ^Mr.  T,  Mahomed  Ismail :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  whether  there  is  any  proposal  to  start  branches  of 
the  Land  Mortgage  Bank  outside  Trivandrum  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A-  Rengaswanii  Aiyar  :  No. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  May  1  know  whether  Govern* 
ment  have  considered  the  advisability  of  starting  branches  of  the 
Land  Mortgage  Bank  in  the  important  towns  of  the  State  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  :  No. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  May  I  know  whether  any  re¬ 
presentation  were  received  by  Government  for  the  same  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  :  Representa¬ 
tions  were  received. 


endix  I- 

to  iQuestion  No.  IS 

oning  village  panchayats  in  the  Stat< 


Place. 

Date  of  receipt 
of  memorials. 

Bemarks. 

No  memorial  was 
received. 

Do. 

Nedungapara 

Neendakara 

13-1-1936 

A  memorial  was 
received  by  the 
Division  Peish- 
kar  on  10-6-1111 

Trikadavur 

pakuthi 

28-11-1934 

Kozhenchery 

18-9-1934 

10-9-1936 


Kuttanad 
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President :  Order,  order.  I  have  received  notices  for  two 
adjournment  motions.  The  first  one  from  Mr.  Abdur  Rahiman 
Sahib  is  to  consider  a  definite  matter  of  urgent  public  importance, 
viz  ,  the  situation  created  by  the  recent  G.  0.  R.  Dis.  No.  1070/37/ 
Education  dated  the  13th  July  1937,  restricting  the  number  of 
Muslims  entitled  to  fee  concession  and  with  drawing  half-fee  con- 
cessions  enjoyed  by  them  till  now  in  all  departmental  schools  and 
Colleges,  as  it  would  retard  the  progress  of  Muslim  education  in 
general. 

As  already  stated  elsewhere  that  is  a  matter  of  recent  occur¬ 
rence  an;d  not  of  urgent  public  importance,  and  it  is  quite  open  to 
the  honourable  member  to  raise  the  question  in  the  course  of  the 
genera]  discussion  on  the  budget.  So  I  rule  the  motion  out  of 
order. 

The  second  one  is  from  Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  for  discussing  a 
matter  of  urgent  public  importance,  viz.,  the  distressing  situation  of 
the  ryots  of  Nanjinad  and  Edanad  caused  by  the  failure  of  the 
Kodayar  Reservoir  at  a  critical  period  when  irrigational  facilities  for 
the  next  Kanni  crop  were  most  needed  in  that  area- 

That  I  hold  is  a  matter  of  urgent  public  importance  and  . I 
should  like  to  know  whether  there  is  any  honourable  member  who 
has  any  objection  to  have  that  matter  discussed.  As  no  objection 
has  been  expressed  the  motion  will  be  taken  for  discussion  in  the 
afternoon  of  Monday  the  9th  August  1937  at  3*30  i\  m, 
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Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  :  Sir,  under 
Rule  76  of  the  Travancore  Legislative  Rules,  I  beg  to  lay  on  the 
table  the  following  statement  of  expenditure  authorised  by  Govern¬ 
ment  under  Section  32  of  Regulation  II  of  1108. 


Demand. 

Amount 
in  Rs. 

Particulars. 

I  Buildings, 
Communications, 
etc. 

1,00,000 

For  the  purchase  from  the 

K.  D.  H.  P.  Company,  the  bridge 
near  their  head-quarters,  Office 
at  Munnar  and  also  the  3| 
miles  of  Nallathanni  bridge  and 
Pallivasal  Factory. 

Do, 

174 

For  the  pay  of  the  Staff  for  tho 
Transport  reorganisation  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Do. 

4,070 

For  the  construction  of  a  now 
go-down  for  the  Kumarakom  Nel- 
pura  Cut  cherry. 

Do. 

21,000 

For  repairs  to  the  Alleppey- 
Aroor  load. 

IV.  Education. 

2,844 

For  the  appointment  of  the 
staff  for  the  special  University 
Officer. 

V.  Land  Revenue 

10,000 

For  the  experimental  survey  of 
the  Bhoothapandy  and  Neendakara 
A  pakuthy  in  connection  with 
resurvey  and  settlement  of  the 
State. 

VIII.  Administration  - 
of  Justice. 

7,812 

For  the  staff,  travelling  allow¬ 
ance  and  contingencies  of  the  con¬ 
ciliation  offices. 

Do. 

1,000 

For  the  Head  Shikar  Vakil’s 
Office  under  law  charges. 

Do. 

1,000 

Do.  do.  Fees  to  vakils. 

Do. 

1,500 

Under  Criminal  Courts — Con¬ 
tingencies — Batta  to  prisoners. 

IX.  Police. 

600 

For  making  certain  alterations  in 
the  Police  Commissioner’s  Office 
buildings,  for  providing  a  dark 
room  and  Studio  for  the  Depart¬ 
mental  Photographer  attached  to 
the  C.  I.  D. 
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Demand. 

Amount 
in  Rs. 

Particulars. 

XIII.  15.  General  Ad¬ 
ministration — 
General  and 
Revenue  Secre¬ 
tariat. 

1,658 

For  the  special  temporary  staff 
for  the  work  of  listing,  copying  etc., 
of  the  old  records  in  the  MathiU 
agorn,  the  Palace,  and  the  Central 
Vernacular  Records  during  Edavom 
and  Mithunam  1112. 

XVII.  Ports. 

1,090 

For  the  construction,  of  a  new 
flag  staff  at  Quilon. 

XVIII.  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 

600 

For  the  Peroorkadai  Dairy 
Farm  under  Petty  construction 
and  repairs. 

XX.  .Co-operative 
Department. 

500 

To  meet  the  travelling  allowance 
claims  of  the  Registrar  of  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Societies. 

XXIII.  Public  Health 
and  Sanitation. 

1,354 

1 

Under  Rural  Sanitation,  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Conservancy 
Town  in  Mavelikara. 
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The  following  cuts  were  made  by  the  Sri  Mulam  Assembly  in 
voting  on  the  Demands  for  grants. 


Serial 

Number. 

Demand  No. 

Item  in  the  Demand 
from  which  deduction  was 
made. 

Amount 

deducted. 

1 

III.—  Education 

Rs.  48,12,681 

Es.  34,234,  for  j 

Direction . 

Ee. 

1 

■  -2 

VI. — Administration 
of  Justice 

Es.  10,  94,153 

Es.  48,810  for  Conci-  1 
liation  Offices. 

1 

3 

VII.-— Public  Works  1 
Department  in¬ 
cluding  capital  | 
expenditure  not 
charged  to  re  •- 
enue  | 
Es.  41,21,802 

1  Es.  3,  800  for  Travel¬ 
ling  Allowance. 

1 

Government  have  accepted  these  cuts  and  I  request  the  per¬ 
mission  of  the  House  to  amend  the  budget  accordingly. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Council  read  the  following  messages  from 
the  -  Assembly  : — 

Letter  R.  O.O.  ho.  37/85  Assembly,  dated  the  23rd  July  1937,  from 
the  Secretary  to  the  Sri  Mulam  Assembly,  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Sri  Chitra  State  Council. 

‘‘Under  Rule  51  of  the  Travancore  Legislative  Rules,  passed  under 
date  the  28th  October  1932,  I  am  directed  to  Inform  you  that  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Sri  Mulam  Assembly  held  on  the  21st  July 
1937,  the  Assembly  has  passed  a  motion  recommending  that  the 
Travancore  District  Municipalities  Bill  should  be  committed  to  a 
Joint  Committee  of  the  Sr]  Chitra  State  Council  and  the  Sri  Mulam 
Assembly.  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  let  me 
know  whether  the  Sri  Chitra  Stats  Council  concuwin  the  motion.” 

Letter  No.  R.  0.  C.  38/35  Assembly,  dated  the  23rd  July  1937,  from  the 
Secretary  to  the  Sri  Mulam  Assembly,  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Sri 
Chitra  State' Counoil. 

‘‘Under  Rule  61  of  the  Travancore  Legislative  Rules,  passed  under  date 
the  28th  October  1932,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that,  at  the 
meeting  of  the '.Sri  Mulam  Assembly  held  on  the  21st  July  1937,  the 
Assembly  has  passed  a  motion  recommending  that  the  Trivandrum 
City  Municipal  Bill  should  be  recommitted  to  a  Joint  Committee 
of  the  Sri  Chitra  State  Council  and  the  Sri  Mulam  Assembly  I  am 
to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  whether  the 
bn  Chitra  State  Council  concure  In  the  motion.” 
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PROCEDURE  RELATING  TO  GENERAL  DISCUSSION 
OF  THE  BUDGET  AND  VOTING  OF  DEMANDS  • 
FOR  GRANTS. 

President  :  Before  we  proceed  to  the  general  discussion  of 
the  budget,  I 'wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  honourable  members 
to  the  general  rules  and  procedure  which  have  to  be  observed  in 
the  discussion  and  debates  in  this  House  on  the  budget. 

As  you  are  already  aware,  the  debate  on  the  budget  will  begin 
today  with  a  general  discussion,  followed  by  the  voting  of  Demands 
for  Grants  from  Monday-  The  maximum  of  four  days  allowed 
under  Rule  74  of  the  Legislative  Rules  has  been  allotted  for  the 
latter.  The  Demands  will  be  discussed  in  the  order  in  which  they 
appear  in  the  printed  list  placed  in  your  hands.  The  Demands 
under  I — Land  Revenue  and  Taxes  on  Income,  III — Education  and 
VII --Public  Works  may  each  be  discussed  for  half  a  day,  and  not 
more  than  one  hour  will  be  allotted  for  each  of  the  remaining  De¬ 
mands. 

The  procedure  in  calculating  the  time  for  the  voting  of  de¬ 
mands  will  be  the  one  adopted  in  previous  years.  A  day  will  be 
taken  as  from  11  a.  m.  to  5  p.  m.  of  which  the  first  hour  is  availa¬ 
ble  for  questions  and  answers  and  another  hour  (1  to  2  i\  m.)  will 
be  the  lunch  interval.  The  remaining  four  hours  will  be  reckoned 
as  a  full  day  and  two  hours  as  half  a  day*  If  the  time  taken  up  j 
for  questions  and  answers  is  less  than  an  hour,  the  remaining  time  j 
will  also  be  available  to  the  House  for  the  voting  of  demands,  but  j 
such  available  time  will  not  go  to  increase  the  time  allotted  for  any  ! 
one  demand,  and  will  only  enable  the  House  to  reach  more 
demands. 

Honourable  members  of  the  Council  are  of  course  aware  that 
they  should  discuss  each  demand  as  a  whole  and  vote  upon  it  as  a 
whole  without  moving  for  the  reduction  of  any  grant  or  of  any 
item  in  a  grant.  To  enable  the  discussion]  of  each  demand  in  the 
Council,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  members  should  send  in  any 
specific  motion,  and  the  Council  well  have  the  right  to  assent  or  I 
refuse  its  assent  to  any  demand  when  it  is  put  to  the  House. 

During  the  general  discussion  no  member  other  than  the 
Financial  Secretary  will  be  allows  i  more  than  15  minutes,  and  in 
the  voting  of  demands  for  grants  the  time  limit  for  speeches  for 
members  will  be  10  minutes.  I  hope  honourable  members  will  so  - 
adjust  their  speeches- as  to  make  it  possible  for  a  good  number  of  ; 
their  colleagues  including  the  official  members  to  participate  in  the  j, 
debates.  ■ 
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Before  I  conclude,  I  wish  to  make  a  statement  regarding  the 
publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council.  Those  of  you  who 
had  been  members  of  the  last  Council  are  no  doubt  aware  that 
printed  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  one  meeting  are  issued  only 
sometime  after  the  meetings  are  over.  This  delay  can  be  avoided 
if  the  members  would  kindly  co-operate  with  the  Secretary  in 
enabling  him  to  send  to  the  Press  the  final  edition  of  the  speeches 
with  the  utmost  possible  expedition.  Typed  copies  of  the  speeches 
made  by  each  member  at  a  meeting  will  be  made  available  to  him 
on  the  morning  of  the  day  after  the  meeting,  and  the  speeches  may 
be  returned  to  the  Secretary,  with  the  corrections,  if  any,  within 
the  course  of  the  day.  This  will  enable  the  final  edition  of  the 
proceedings  of  each  day’s  meeting  being  issued  on  the  third  day, 

FIXING  THE  DATE  OF  ELECTIONS  TO  THE  PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE  AND  THE  STANDING 
FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

I  also  wish  to  announce  that  this  House  will  elect  one  repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  and  another  for  the 
Finance  Committee,  for  the  next  financial  year,  on  Thursday,  the 
12th  instant,  after  the  proceedings  of  the  day  are  over. 

The  elections  will  be  conducted  in  the  same  way  as  in  previous 
years  and  they  will  be  presided  over  by  one  of  the  Panel  or  Chair¬ 
men. 

The  House  will  now  proceed  to  the  general  discussion  of  the 
budget. 

Mr.  M.  s ■  Anirudhan :  Sir,  I  do  not  find  my  way  to  con¬ 
gratulate  the  Financial  Secretary  for  the  Budget  statements  he  has 
laid  before  us.  Heading  between  the  lines  of  these  statements  one 
cannot  help  feeling  that  he  regards. the  prospect  with  considerable 
uneasiness. 

The  Budget  estimates  for  the  next  year  have  been  prepared  on 
the  expectation  of  a  total  revenue  of  Rs  249-48  lakhs  and  the  pro¬ 
gramme  of  expenditure  chargeable  to  revenue  have  been  fixed  at 
Rs  24  6  lakhs,  leaving  a  small  surplus  of  Rs  2'80  lakhs-  The 
receipts  from  Capital  Expenditure  are  estimated  at  Rs  4* 0 1  lakhs 
and  the  Expenditure  on  capital  side  including  productive  and  non¬ 
productive  schemes  at  Bs  80*6  lakhs.  The  amount  estimated  to 
be  written  off  in  the  account  of  the  Travancore  Sugars  is  Rs  To  8 
lakhs.  That  is  to  say  we  will  have  to  draw  from  our  surplus  fund 
Rs  34*29  lakhs  to  meet  the  capital  expenditure ;  and  thereby  the 
Government  Account  balance  will  be  reduced  from  Rs  74*29  lakhs 
to  Rs  40*32  lakhs. 

Yol.  X  No.  3. 
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Mr.  Kottur  Kuojukrishna  Pillai :  Sir,  on  a  point  of 
order.  I  think  the  member  is  reading  from  manuscripts. 

President:  Order.  Order,  Two  members  cannot  speak  at 
the  same  time. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrrshna  Pillai  Sir,  if  we  are  allowed 
to  look  to  the  manuscript  let  us  be  allowed  to  read  openly  instead 
of  surreptitiously. 

■  President :  The  honourable  member  will  proceed. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  ;  In  1104  the  Government  account 
balance  stood  at  Rs  1 7 0 vl  lakhs. 

The  Financial  Secretary  appears  to  congratulate  himself  that 
he  has  introduced  a  surplus  budget  for  the  next  year.  Rut  going 
through  tin;  statements  he  has  laid  before  us,  I  have  my  own 
doubts  as  .to  the  realisation  of  the  prophesy  held  out  by  him.  The 
main  items  of  revenue  under  which  the  Financial  Secretary  expects 
increased  revenue  are  (1)  The  Land  Revenue  (2)  Reorganisation 
scheme  of  the  Income  Tax  Department  to  prevent  leakage  (3)  The 
reorganisation  scheme  in  the  Excise  Department  to  combat  the 
smuggling  of  tobacco  through  the  northern  frontier.  To  me  these 
schemes  appear  to  be  mere  speculative  adventures  the  effect  of 
which  Ins  to 'be  judged  from  the  actual  results  arising  therefrom. 

Even  accepting  for  the  sake  of  argument  that  the  expectations 
of  the  Financial  Secretary  are  going  to  be  realised,  I  feel  constrain* 
ed  to  remark  that  the  Financial  Secretary  does  not  deserve  any  con* 
gcatulatiou.  The  merit  of  a  State  budget  is  to  be  judged  not  from 
the  surplus  or  deficit  it  might  bring  out.  In  my  bumble  opinion  it 
has  to  be  judged  from  the  schemes  and  measures  it  might  contain, 
which  are  calculated  to  enhance  the  material  prosperity  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Viewed  from  this  stand-point  the  statements  laid  before  us 
are  far  from  being  satisfactory. 

However  much  we  may  say  that  the  economic  depression  is 
king  gradually  lifted,  I  am  inclined  to  say  that  our  conditions  are 
going  from  bad  to  worse.  The  main  stay  of  our  people  is  agricul¬ 
ture  The  price  level  of.  our  agricultural  products  is  rapidly  drif¬ 
ting  downwards.  Most  of  our  people  depend  upon  the  "income 
fr.nn  the  cocoanut  cultivation.  We  have  become  helpless  before  the 
well-organised  cocoanut  magnates  of  Ceylon.  We  have  been  driven 
out  of  the  foreign  cocoanut  markets,  which  we  were  enjoing  as  a 
sole  monopoly,  and  the  Ceylon  cocoanut  dealers  have  begun  to 
dump  our  own  indigenous  markets  with  their  products. 

The  fate  of' other  agricultural  products  is  not  in  a  way  better. 
The  price  level  of  pepper,  ginger  and  other  hill  products  foes  not 
indicate  any  scope  of  improvement' 
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Under  the  head  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  we  are  spending 
on  an  average  Rs  2  lakhs  odd  annually.  When  we  think  of  the 
Agricultural  Department  the  following  questions  have  to  be  answ¬ 
ered.  What  are  the  benefits  we  have  derived  from  this  department? 
What  has  it  done  to  develop  agriculture  ?  Has  it  in  any  way  help¬ 
ed  to  enhance  the  agricultural  output  of  our  State?  The  only 
possible  reply  is  an  emphatic  £'No.”. 

From  agriculture,  if  we  pass  on  to  the  industrial  and  commer¬ 
cial  undertakings,  the  prospect  is  not  in  any  way  brighter.  The 
enthusiasm  of  the  Government  towards  big  schemes  of  industriali¬ 
sation  is  really  appreciable.  -But  it  is  very  regrettable  that  we  arc 
sadly  lacking  in  efficient  experts  to  handle  these  undertakings  suc¬ 
cessfully. 

There  are  real  misgivings  about  the  success  of  the  Pallivasal 
Scheme.  We  have  already  lost  a  big  amount  by  erecting  tlie  power 
house  on  unsuitable  ground. 

President :  Rs  3  lakhs  out  of  a  erore  is  the  proportion. 

Mr.  M-  S.  Anirudhan  :  If  proper  advice  had  been  taken 
before  launching  upon  this  scheme,  these  unnecessary  losses  could 
have  been  averted. 

President :  Proper  advice  for  finding  out  what  was  30  feet 
below  ? 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  The  experience  we  had  with  the 
State-Aided  Bank,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Tri¬ 
vandrum  Rubber  Factory  and  the  Sugar  Factory  at  Tlmckalay  had 
to  be  handed  over  to  private  agencies,  indicate  the  incapacity  of  the 
Government  to  handle  such  industrial  and  commercial  undertakings. 

I  am  very  glad,  Sir,  that  the  Government  intend  to  take  up 
the  whole  transport  system  and  the  Trivandrum  Cape  Service  to 
start  with.  In  this  matter,  I  believe  the  Government  will  not  over¬ 
look  the  claims  of  those  engaged  in  these  undertakings.  Anothei 
thing  that  has  to  be  remembered  in  this  connection  is  that  those 
undertakings  have  to  be  worked  out  on  public  utility  basis  and  not 
merely  as  profiteering  concerns. 

Before  I  leave  the  commercial  undertakings  I  have  to  put  in  a 
word  about  the  Bombay  Trade  Agency.  Proper  care  is  not  paid  in 
working  this  agency.  The  apparent  reluctance  of  the  Government 
to  disclose  the  circumstances  under  which  the  services  of  the  last 
Trade  Agent  bad  to  be  terminated  all  on  a  sudden  has  given 
room  for  much  misunderstanding.  On  the  strength  of  the  confi¬ 
dence  aiH  goodwill  placed  in  him  by  the  Government,  many  of  our 
people  entered  into  business  relation  with  him,  and  I  am  given  to 
understand  that  more  than  a  lakh  of  rupees  ‘is  due  from  him  on 
this  account. 
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The  idea  of  a  University  is  very  wholesome,  and  I  believe  with 
the  inauguration  of  the  scheme,  the  whole  system  of  education  may 
be  thoroughly  overhauled,  giving  it  a  new  turn  along  technological 
lines. 

When  I  speak  of  the  transport  and  the  university  schemes,  I 
am  obliged  to  enter  a  protest  in  the  name  of  the  prestige  and  pri- 
vileo'e  of  this  House.  It  is  regrettable  that  the  Government  failed 
to  take  into  their  confidence  the  members  of  the  Houses  of  Legi?. 
lature  before  launching  on  such  big  schemes  of  far-reaching  conse¬ 
quences.  But  I  am  glad  that  the  Dowan  has  promised  to  some  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people  that  these  schemes  may  be  placed 
before  them  for  their  criticism. 

In  the  process  of  industrialisation  of  any  country  labour  has  to 
play  an  important  part.  The  efficiency  of  well  organised  labour  is 
the  basis  for  the  success  of  any  industry.  The  working  and  living 
conditions  of  the  indigenous  labour  are  far  from  satisfactory.  The 
wage  level  is  rapidly  falling  down.  Frequent  wage  cuts  have  be¬ 
come  a  raeance  to  the  hearty  co-operation  between  tho  labour  and 
capital.  The  most  objectionable  truck  system  is  freely  adopted  in 
many  of  the  factories.  The  claims  of  labour  are  overlooked  in  the 
matter  of  representation  in  the  local,  bodies  and  such  other  represen¬ 
tative  institutions. 

I  will  be  failing  in  my  duty  if  I  do  not  refer  to  the  principle 
of  communal  representation  in  the  public  service  of  the  State.  It 
is  quite  unnecessary  to  enter  into  an  academic  discussion  on  the  prin- 
ciples  of  communal  representation.  It  is  a  principle  that  has  been 
universally  accepted  throughout  India  in  the  matter  of  representa- 
-  tion  in  legislative  bodies  and  recruitment  to  the  public  service.  It 
has  been  accepted  by  the  Government  of  India,  by  all  the  Provin¬ 
cial  Governments,  and  by  the  Indian  States.  The  plea  for  com¬ 
munal  representation  is  only  a  plea  for  Communal  justice. 
It  is  not  intended  to  deprive  any  community  of  its  legiti¬ 
mate  rights  and  privileges.  Nor  is  it  intended  to  disband  from 
service  the  members  of  over-represented  communities.  Our  only 
request  is  that,  ■when  vacancies  arise,  the  claims  of  these  under¬ 
represented  communities  may  be  given  preference.  The  only  com¬ 
plaint  is  that  most  of  the  appointing  authorities  belong  to  the  over¬ 
represented  communities,  and  when  vacancies  crop  up  they  push 
aside  the  claims  of  these  unfortunate  under-represented  communi¬ 
ties  and  appoint  their  own  men.  It  is  to  avoid  these  difficulties 
that  a  Public  Service  Commissioner  has  been  appointed.  «lBut,  it  is 
found  that  his  recommendations  are  often  interfered  with  and  the 
claims  of  the  unrepresented  communities  are  overlooked.  For  this 
the  big  officers  of  the  Secretariat  are  mainly  responsible.  After  the 
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promulgation  of  the  Public  Service  G.  0.,  a  series  of  circulars  and 
orders  have  been  issued.  These  have  done  away  with  the  benefits 
of  the  original  G.  0.  It  has  been  rendered  quite  useless  to  those 
sections  of  the  people  for  whom  it  was  intended.  These  facts  lmvc 
aggravated  the  grievances  of  these  communities,  and  it  has  given 
room  for  much  discontent  and  unrest.  Unless  some  solution  is 
made  to  this  vexed  question,  I  am  afraid  communal  harmony  and 
goodwill  can  never  be  achieved. 

Before  I  close,  I  have  to  enter  my  strong  protest  against,  the 
policy  of  extending  the  terms  of  service  of  the  salaried  officers. 
This  is  a  policy  which  has  to  be  condemned  in  the  strongest  terms. 
Another  objectionable  policy  of  the  Government  is  to  import  super¬ 
annuated  people  from  outside,  and  it  is  regrettable  that  most  of  them 
have  been  proved  to  be  much  below  our  expectations. 

There  is  much  complaint  that  the  Public  Service  is1  tainted 
with  corruption,  favouratism,  nepotism  and  communal  bias.  Inst¬ 
ances  are  army;  but  I  do  not  intend  to  disturb  this  House  with 
specific  examples. 

With  these  words,  I  resume  my  seat. 

Mr  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  Sir,  on  a  careful  consideration 
of  the  budget,  I  agree  to  a  certain  extent,  with  the  Financiali  Secre¬ 
tary  that  the  budget  has  been  prepared  on  the  most  up-to-date, 
principles.  But,  instead  of  presenting  a  surplus  budget  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  juncture,  he  would  have  done  better  if  the  surplus  is  utili.si  d 
for  nation-building  activities.  It  is  an  elementary  principle  of  pub¬ 
lic  finance  that  only  the  minimum  necessary  for  the  administration 
of  the  State  should  be  collected  from  the  people,  and  that  spent  for 
the  people.  At  the  present  time  before  a  surplus  could  be  shown 
the  questions  we  have  to  consider  are  whether  the  average  income 
of  the  people  has  increased  and  whether  the  agricultural  indebted¬ 
ness  of  the  people  is  solved.  If  these  two  points  have  not  been 
achieved,  no  surplus  is  warranted. 

The  observations  of  the  Financial  Secretary,  that  the  revenues 
are  likely  to  increase  on  account  of  the  Government  taking  active 
measures  to  prevent,  smuggling,  speak  volumes  against  the  depart¬ 
ments  concerned.  If  the  Police  and  Excise,  the  two  departments 
of  Government  on  whom  we  are  spending  a  considerable 
part  of  our  incone,  will  only  be  true  to  the  Government, 
I  see  no  reason  why  smuggling  could  not  be  solved.  Much 
of  it  could  be  avoided  if  the  guardians  of  law  and  order  are 
free  froft  bribery.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  subordinate 
officers-  the  more  the  lower  down  you  go — are  really  encouraging 
these  law-breakers-  The  same  is  the  case  with  regard  to  the  evasion 
of  income  tax,  There  is  no  use  of  complaining  that  particular 
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individuals  have  evaded  income-tax  in  particular  years.  Sir,  in. 
come  -tax  is  not  a  mere  moral  obligation.  It  is  a  legal  obligation  ; 
and  the  Legislature  has  invested  the  executive  with  powers  to  en¬ 
force  the  laws.  Therefore,  if  the  Government  find  it  not  possible 
for  them  to  check  smuggling  and  evasion  of  income-tax,  I  cannot 
understand  how  provision  could  be  made  for  the  up-keep  of  these 
departments.  Are  we  to  take  it,  Sir,  that  the  Government  is  not  in 
a  position  to  enforce  their  own  laws  ?  I  think  the  time  has  not 
come  for  that,  As  to  the  question  of  evasion  of  income-tax,  1  must 
say  that  the  appointment  of  the  new  Income-Tax  Officer  will  be  a 
source  of  blessing  to  us  if  he  will  be  able  to  cure  the  diseases  that 
are  prevalent  now  in  our  country- 

In  this  connection,  Sir,  I  may  also  suggest  that  the  question  of 
evasion  and  other  allied  questions  could  be  solved  if  only  Govern¬ 
ment  will  purify  the  services.  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  if  they 
want  to  purify  the  services,  that  the  subordinate  officials  should  be 
given  more  pay.  It  is  the  subordinate  officials  who  for  a  mere 
pittance  of  some  remuneration  encourage  these  law-breakers. 
Therefore  if  the  Government  want  to  purify  the  services  it  is  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  that  the  lowest  pay  in  the  State  should  bo  at  least 
Rs.  20.  The  question  may  then  arise  whether  there  will  be  suffi¬ 
cient  money  for  this.  My  only  request  is  that  the  money  necessary 
for  an  increment  to  the  existing  pay  should  be  obtained  by  reducing 
the  pay  of  the  high-paid  officers.  Our  high-paid  officers  are,  I 
think,  seriously  thinking  of  what  is  taking  place  outside.  In  British 
India  the  officers  have  come  out  with  tlieir  own  suggestions  to  cut 
down  their  salaries  voluntarily.  I  hope  that  if  our  officers  are  also 
magnanimous  like  them  we  will  be  able  to  purify  the  services. 

Sir,  the  observation  of  the  Dewnn  that  money  taken  out  of 
capital  reserves  and  spent  on  remunerative  enterprises  is  money 
gained  and  not  wasted,  is  sound  in  principle.  What  the  Legislature 
and  the  people  expect  of  the  Government  is  that  the  money  taken 
out  of  the  capital  reserves  should  be  actually  spent  on  remunerative 
enterprises.  In  this  connection,  Sir,  1  welcome  the  new  industrial 
scheme  of  the  Government  and  I  support  the  nationalisation  policy 
regarding  the  transport  scheme.  What  the  Government  should  see 
in  these  capital  investments  is  the  interests  of  the  people  as  a  whole. 
It  is  highly  necessary  that  in  the  interests  of  the  people  the  trans  • 
port  scheme  should  be  taken  over  by  Government.  Sir,  to  me  it 
appears  that  it  is  already  late,  but  better  late  than  never.  Opposi. 
tion  there  may  be;  justification  for  the  opposition.  But  till  country 
demands  it  and  it  is  ihe  duty  of  Government  to  go  forward  with 
the  Transport  Scheme  unmindful  of  the  opposition  of  some  interest¬ 
ed  capitalists. 
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Sir,  in  this  connection  I  also  suggest  that  the  Government 
should  take  immediate  steps  for  the  establishment  of  the  agricul¬ 
tural  and  industrial  bank  which  they  are  contemplating.  Without 
such  a  bank  it  is  not  possible  to  improve  the  agricultural  and  indus¬ 
trial  indebtedness  of  our  people,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
such  a  bank  should  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  agriculturists  and 
without  that  the  formation  of  the  Conciliation  Boards  will  be  of  no 
use. 

It  is  high  time  that  a  new  orientation  of  our  educational  policy 
is  necessary.  I  have  heard  from  different  quarters  that  the  esta¬ 
blishment  of  a  university  in  Travancore  will  only  increase  the 
number  of  unemployed.  Sir,  to  this  question  my  only  answer  is 
that  our  university  is  not  going  to  be  a  university  of  the  type  of 
the  Madras  or  the  Bombay  University.  Ours  is  going  to  be  a 
university  not  to  increase  the  unemployed  but  to  find  work  for  all 
the  people.  In  other  words,  it  is  going  to  be  a  vocational  and  in¬ 
dustrial  centre  of  education.  Our  university'  is  going  to  make  ns 
real  men  by  imparting  physical  culture  and  also  by  the  formation 
of  the  University  Training  Corps. 

Sir,  there  is  another  side  to  the  picture.  At  this  time,  during 
the  course  of  the  general  discussion  on  the  budget  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  that  nearly  half  the 
income  of  the  State  is  spent  for  the  salary  of  officers,  and  one  im¬ 
portant  community — the  Muslim  community — is  left  out  of  con¬ 
sideration.  The  pausity  of  Muslims  in  all  departments,  the  utter 
neglect. in  some  and  the  complete  absence  among  the  high-paid 
officers  not  to  speak  of  any  departmental  head  compels  me  to  bring 
home  to  the  Government  that  justice  is  not  being  doue  to  the 
Muslim  Community.  Sir,  I  am  mindful  of  the  statement  of  the 
De  wan- President  in  the  Lower  House  that  no  member  should  speak 
for  any  particular  individual.  Sir,  I  can  speak  for  my  community 
and  I  think  and  hope  that  the  Government  will  not  take  it  that  I  am 
speaking  for  a  particular  individual  when  I  speak  of  the  only  indi¬ 
vidual  of  whom  I  can  speak  of.  May  I  ask,  Sir,  whether  it  is  fair 
on  the  part  of  any  Government,  whether  it  is  poor  or  rich,  whethor 
it  is  democratic  or  autocratic,  that  the  only  Muslim  lady  graduate  of 
this  community  is  not  entertained  in  service  in  spite  of  the  commu¬ 
nity’s  continuous  cry  for  the  last  three  years  ?  Is  it  too  much  to 
ask  that  the  Muslim  community’s  request  that  at  least  one  Doctor 
should  be  appointed  from  among  their  community  should  be 
granted?  Will  this  House  believe  me  when  I  say  that  some  25 
years  back,  one  Muslim  from  Travancore  qualified  himself  for  a 
Doctor  and  applied  to  Government  for  a  job.  There  was  no  god¬ 
father  for  him  and  he  was  not  given  a  job.  He  had  to  go  for  War 
service  and  he  returned  with  added  experience.  Still  he  was  not 
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entertained  in  service  here.  Sir,  British  India  was  more  generous 
to  him.  May  I  ask,  Sir,  if  we,  who  are  in  search  of  jobs,  are  to 
go  out  of  our  dear  country,  a  country  for  the  preservation  of  which 
our  forefathers  shed  their  very  blood.  Is  it  uot  a  fact,  Sir,  that 
out  of  99  candidates  who  passed  the  Malayalam  Typewriting  Exa¬ 
mination,  there  was  only  one  individual  from  the  Muslim  commu¬ 
nity  and  that  solitary  individual  was  not  entertained  in  service  ? 
I  am  mentioning  these  examples  to  show  that  from  top  to  bottom 
whenever  there  is  a  question  of  the  appointment  of  a  Muslim  his 
claim  is  overlooked  downright-  Sir,  I  am  mindful  of  the  fact  that 
there  are  certain  rules  and  precedents  for  appointments.  But  I  ask 
whether  these  rules  and  precedents  are  adhered  to  always.  Whom 
ever  the  Government  want  to  appoint  anybody,  no  rule  will  come 
in  their  way.  But  when  the  Muslim  applies'for  appointments,  rules, 
precedents,  waiting  lists,  and  I  do  not  know  wind  not,  will  come 
in  the  way.  Was  not  the  precedent  that  magistrates  will  not  be 
taken  from  the  Bar  violated  recently  ?  But  when  the  Muslim 
applied,  the  precedents  will  come  in  the  way.  The  appointment  of 
the  Public  Service  Commissioner  has  not  in  any  way  improved  our 
lot. 

Mr.  Kottoor  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  May  I  know  from 
the  member  which  is  the  rule  referred  to  by  him  saying  that  no 
member  of  the  Bar  shall  be  appointed  as  magistrate? 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  Sir,  I  said  precedent.  I  think 
my  honourable  friend  will  understand  the  difference  between  prece¬ 
dents  and  rules.  Sir,  the  appointment  of  .‘(ho  Public  Service  Com¬ 
missioner  has  not  ameliorated  the  conditions  of  the  Muslims  nor  is 
he  capable  of  bettering  their  conditions  under  the  e  Mating  rules. 
The  Government  have  reserved  to  themselves  the  power  to  appoint 
anybody  at  any  time  if  they  so  want  Sir,  this  special  reservation 
of  power  with  the  Government  to  appoint  any  man  to  any  post  is 
•  simply  to  do  justice  to  all.  In  British  Lidia  when  power  was 
handed  over  to  the  people  the  Governor  reserved  to  himself  what  is 
called  the  reservation  right.  If  it  is  not  to  do  justice  to  all,  I 
cannot  understand  why  such  a  power  is  reserved  with  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  Those  days  are  gone  when  the  Government  slid  crocodile 
tears  and  said,  with  lip  sympathy,  that  no  Muslim  was  qualified 
enough  for  appointments.  Those  days  arc  gone.  Now  we  have  got 
members  in  our  community  fit  enough  to  occupy  any  post  in  Travan- 
core.  Sir,  we  have  got  seme  four  doctors.  We  have  got  about  a 
dozen  Law  graduates  with  four  to  twelve  years’  practice  in  the 
Bar. 

Mr.  P.  I.  Simon  ( Municipal  Councils)  :  May  I  know  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  inclusive  of  the  honourable  member  himself? 
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Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail .  There  is  not  a  single  Munsiff 
from  the  Muslim  community  at  this  time.  Will  any  honourable 
member  of  this  House  question  tho  legality  of  the  action  or  the 
justice  of  the  action  if  the  Government  appoints  one  Muslim  as 
Munsiff,  one  Muslim  as  Sirkar  Vakil,  one  doctor,  one  lady  teacher, 
in  short,  one  Muslim  in  each  department. 

Due  to  the  benevolent  action  of  Government  in  regard  to  fee 
concession  and  scholarships,  we  arc  able  to  produce  some  qualified 
hands,  but  the  Government,  as  if  to  avoid  the  displeasure  of  hearing 
the  woes  of  the  members  of  the  community,  have  come  out  witlu 
G.  0.  I  refer  to  G.  0.  It.  Dis.  1070/37  Education  dated  13th  July 
1937.  This  G.  0.  is  to  the  effect  that  the  half-fee  concessions, 
hitherto  allowed,  will  bo  continued  only  if  the  students  aro  certified 
to  be  poor.  Sir,  I  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  that  this 
condition  “provided  they  are  poor”  will  have  the  desired  effect  in 
the  near  future.  1  mean  there  will  be  no  applicant  at  all  hereafter. 
More  about  this  when  the  demand  comes.  In  summing  up  the 
grievances  of  the  Muslims,  I  only  say  that  there  is  a  limit  even  to 
patience. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.Kesavan  Nair :  Sir,  the  Financial 
Secretary  has  been  able  to  produce  a  surplus  budget  at  least  to  his 
owu  satisfaction.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  revenue  to  the  extent 
of  Rs  5'62  lakhs  and  there  have  been  savings  to  the  extent 
of  Rs  2*36  lakhs.  When  these  amounts  are  added  together,  we 
arrive  at  the  figure  of  Rs  7-  98  lakhs  and  if  to  this  the  anticipated 
surplus  is  added,  we  get  the  figure  Rs.  11‘52  lakhs  which  is  the  sur¬ 
plus  that  the  Financial  Secretary  has  been  able  to  show.  No  doubt, 
during  the  current  year  we  were  exceptionally  fortunate,  particularly 
in  view  of  the  bountiful  share  that  we  were  able  to  get  from  the 
.Cochin  Harbour.  So  far  as  other  incomes  are  concerned,  I  do  not 
think  there  is  room  for  us  to  be  so  much  satisfied.  If  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  ihe  income  or  if  there  has  been  a  decrease,  the  Finan¬ 
cial  Secretary  ought  to  have  explained  why  this  difference  occurred. 
It  shows  also  that  he  was  erroneous  in  his  forecasts.  That  also  is 
a  reason  why  we  should  scrutinise  moi’e  carefully  the  budget  esti¬ 
mate  for  the  year  1113. 

Coming  to  the  actual  savings  that  we  have  been  able  to  make, 
the  total  increase  amounts  to  Rs  9.01  lakhs*  If  the  decrease  in 
revenue  that  has  actually  occurred  amounting  to  Rs4'46  lakhs  is  de¬ 
ducted  from  the  increase,  we  get  a  balance  of  Rs  4’55  lakhs,  which 
is  the  net  increase  in  our  revenues.  The  surplus  of  Rs.  3‘54  lakhs 
which  we  had  anticipated  last  year  should  be  deducted  from  that 
amount  and  then  the  actual  surplus  will  be  only  Rs  l- 01  lakhs,  I 
do  not  think  it  requires  any  prayer  from  us  nor  the  touch  of  a 
Midas  to  show  this  petty. surplus. 

Vo,  X  No.  3. 
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So  far  as  our  revenues  are  concerned,  no  doubt  we  were  able  to 
show  an  increase  of  Rs  9-01  lakhs.  But  considering  the  fact  that 
during  1111  the  arrears  due  under  land  revenue  amounted  to  I  lls  9 
lakhsfthe  collection  of  Iis  2‘4G  lakhs  is  not  one  about  which  we 
may  be  proud  of.  Just  now  in  answer  to  an  interpellation  put  by 
an  honourable  member,  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  stated 
that  in  1111,  2,895  acres  were  sold  in  auction  for  realising  arrears  of 
land  revenue.  If  through  these  coercive  steps  Government  were 
able  to  realise  Rs.  2.46  lakhs,  I  do  not  think  there  is  room  for 
satisfaction.  In  regard  to  the  increase  of  Rs  _ ’79  lakhs  under  in¬ 
come  tax,  we  need  not  thank  any  one  for  showing  so  much  increase 
in  spite  of  the  super-tax  imposed  on  us.  The  Debt  Conciliation 
Boards-those  ameliorative  institutions  which  should  have  come  into 
operation  earlier  have  been  delayed  and  naturally  the  increase  in  the 
sale  of  stamps  have  occurred. 

So  far  as  our  budget  estimate  for  1H3  is  concerned,  wo  have 
budgeted  for  an  anticipated  income  of  Rs.  249  lakhs  which  is  only 
Rs  2  lakhs  below  the  figure  for  the  current  year.  As  I  have  already 
submitted,  this  year  we  have  been  exceptionally  fortunate.  This 
year’s  income  should,  on  no  account,  be  the  criterion  for  us  to  draw 
the  next  year’s  budget  estimate.  When  we  come  to  the  expenditure 
side  We  have  provided  for  an  additional  expenditure  of  Rs.  (j  lakhs 
more  than  this  year  for  the  next  year.  The  actual  expenditure  we 
have  incurred  in  1112  comes  to  Rs  240  lakhs.  Next  year  you  have 
provided  for  an  expenditure  of  Rs  246  lakhs.  There  is  a  hare  sur¬ 
plus  Of  Rs.  2-6  lakh-s  in  the  Budget  of  next  year.  Coming  to  this 
surplus  I  should  say  that  it  has  been  the  unfortunatufate  of  our  Gov- 
emment  that  from  the  year  1104  till  this  year,  our  net  Government 
balance  has  been  steadily  on  the  decline.  In  1104,  the  Government 
balance  was  Rs  17 O' 1-3 lakhs.  In  1105,  it  came  down  to  Rs.  165-57 
lakhs;  in  1108  it  Was  Rs  119-74  lakhs ;  in  1109  it  dwindled  down 
to  Rs  147  lakhs;  in  1110  it  was  Rs  108  lakhs;  in  1111  it  came 
down  further  to  Rs.  1 8.14  lakhs;  and  in  1112  the  balance  will  bo 
Rs.  7  4v61  lakhs .  If  the  -Financial  Secretary’s  estimate  has  to  be 
accepted  ms  correct  we  find  that  towards  the  close  of  Ills  our  net 
Government  balance  is  going  to  fee  Rs  40 ’32  lakhs.  On  going 
through  th<a  Statement  of  the  Financial  Secretary  before  this  House 
last  year,  I  And  that  he  has  stated  that  the  net  Government  balance 
which  may  be  considered  as  the  irreducible  minimum  for  this  Go¬ 
vernment  to  function  is  Rs  46’  84  lakhs.  Our  actual  Government 
balance  is  Rs,  4Q'32  lakhs.  This  year  we  find  him  stating  that  the 
irreducible  minimum  is  Rs  49*18  lakhs.  Whatever  that  be  it  is 
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strange  to  hear  the  Financial  Secretary  making  a  statement  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  irreducible  minimums  that  we  have.  Our  Govern¬ 
ment  balance  has  gone  down  actually  to  oneforth  of  wl;at  it  was 
seven  years  ago.  From  the  year  1108  onwards  cur  budget  has 
been  closing  with  a  deficit.  In  1111  and  1112  the  Financial  Secre¬ 
tary  has  been  able  to  show  a  surplus  budget.  I  submit  this  surplus 
would  not  have  occurred  if  it  were  not  for  the  ingenious  classifica¬ 
tion  of  the  Financial  Secretary  which  ho  says  is  consistent  with  the 
orthodox  canons  of  finance.  If  the  original  classification  was  adhered 
to,  in  1111  and  1112  and  possibly  in  1113  there  would  have  been 
deficits  during  these  years,  also. 

Sir,  before  1  proceed  further  I  wish  to  mention  a  certain  fact 
on  which  I  would  like  to  have  enlightenment.  At  page  30  of  the 
speech  of  the  Financial  Secretary,  he  expects  an  income  of  Rs-  7,000 
from  the  Tinctures  by  selling  it.  But  (he  Dewan-President  in  his 
speech  at  the  Joint  Session  of  the  Legislature  (vide  page  7  of  Yol. 
X  No.  1  of  the  Council  Proceedings)  says  that  we  will  gctRs.  20,000 
by  the  sale  of  tinctures.  Thus  thore  is  some  difference  between 
these  two  statements.  I  would  like  to  he  enlightened  on  that. 

Since  the  time  at  my  disposal  is  limited  I  shall  make  a  brief 
reference  to  ono  or  two  matters.  The  amount  at  our  credit  'is  gilt- 
edged  securities  is  IIs  155  lakhs  whereas  theAmounts  deposited  in 
our  Savings  Bank  account  comes  to  Rs.  190  .lakhs  which  is  our 
liability. 

President :  That  was  corrected.  It  is  only  Rs.  170  lakhs. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair :  There  is  some  dis¬ 
crepancy,  still, 

Sir,  I  would  invite  your  attention  to  two  other  questions  that 
are  confronting  us  viz.,  the  Transport  Scheme  and  the  University 
question.  With  all  the  vehemance  at  my  command,  I  must  say  that 
the,  members  of  the  Legislature  were’  most  unfairly  treated.  Gov¬ 
ernment  should  have  consulted  the  Legislature  before  they  entered 
on  schemes  of  such  capital  expenditure.  We  should  not  have  been 
deprived  of  this  fundamental  right  which  we  are  expected  to  possess. 
If  the  Government  had  taken  us  into  their  confidence  they  would 
have  had  our  advice.  On  the  other  hand,  what  we  find  is  that  Gov¬ 
ernment  have  ordered  buses  and  appointed, an  officer  for  the  univer. 
sity  without  giving  us  any  information  nor  have  they  cared  to  ask 
for  our  permission,  I  should  say  that  this  treatment  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  of  the  most  enlightened  State  in  India  is  quite  unfair  and  un¬ 
merited.  (President’s  bell.) 

Mr.  K-  M.  Korah:  ( Vaikam ,  Koitayam  and  Changanachery 
cum  Peermade )  :  Sir,  the  budget  has  been  discussed  at  length  in 
the  Lower  House. 
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President :  Generally,  the  Lower  House  is  not  referred  to 
in  those  terms.  The  usual  Parliamentary  practice  is  to  say  simply 
“in  another  place 

■  Mr.  K  M-  .Korah :  Sir,  the  budget  has  been  discussed  in 
another  place  and  by  my  predecessors  here.  I  shall  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  budget.  It  was  with  vary  great  pleasure  that 
we  heard  from  the  Financial  Secretary  that  the  financial  condition 
of  our  State  is  quite  stable  and  sound.  On  a  careful  study  of  the 
assets  and  liabilities  of  the  State,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  1.  have  to 
differ  from  him.  His  statement  is  not  quite  correct.  During  the 
last  two  years  we  have  taken  a  loan  of  Its.  50’<89  lakhs  and  another 
loan  of  Rs  60  lakhs  and  our  cash  balance  has  been  reduced  by 
lis  50'80  lakhs.  Now  we  are  going  to  withdraw  Rs  20'36  lakhs 
from  our  surplus  investments  in  Gilt  Edged  Securities.  We  have 
already  consumed  in  sinking  fund  amounting  to  about  Rs.  7 1  lakhs 
earmarked  to  pay  for  the  Quilon-Shencottah  Hail  way.  In  addition 
to  these,  the  deposits  in  the  Savings  Banks  and  other  institutions 
during  these  2  years  have  increased  by  anotherJRsl2  lakhs  When  we 
calculate  these  figures,  it  becomes  clear  how  far  our  liabilities  have 
been  increased  during  these  2  years.  The  deposits  in  the  Savings 
Banks  have  to  be  returned  when  demand  is  made.  The  deposits  in 
the  Savings  Bank  alone  come  to  Rs.  19P44  lakhs.  I  do  not  say 
anything  about  the  deposits  in  ether  institutions.  Our  cash  balance 
at  the  end  of  1113  comes  to  Rs  4913  lakhs.  Under  those  circmn- 
stances  I  am  led  to  conclude  that  our  financial  condition  is  not  so 
stable  or  safe  as  is  stated  to  be. 

My  second  observation  is  that  the  Financial  Secretary  has  been 
considerably  partial  to  those  residing  within  the  Municipal  limits  of 
Trivandrum.  The  Government  have  already  spent  nearly  lls.  11.810 
lakhs  in  the  course  of  last  10  years  for  capital  works  in  Trivandrum, 
viz.,  Chackay-Tampanoor  Railway  Extension,  Willingdon  Water 
Works  and  Drainage  Scheme,  Town  Planning,  and  Trivandrum 
Electric  Supply  and  Telephone  Schemes.  After  having  spent  so 
much  in  the  course  of  the  last  ten  years,  provision  is  made  in  the 
ensuing  year  for  the  following  works  namoly,  the  Drainage  Scheme, 
Town  Planning  and  Broadcasting  and  the  total  allotment  comes  to 
Rs.  12-90  lakhs.  While  this  amount  has  been  allotted  for  import¬ 
ant  schemes  within  the  Municipal  Town  of  Trivandrum,  for  means 
of  communication  in  other  parts  of  Travancore  only  Rs.  90,460  have 
been  allotted. 

Sir,  Roads  and  canals  are  absolutely  necessary  and  the  people 
are  always  crying  for  that.  To  mention  a  few  examples  may  1  point 
out  the  fate  of  Challackal  canal  in  Changaiiacherry  taluk  alid  the. 
Alleppey-Changanacherry  canal  in  Ambalapuzha-Changanacherry 
taluks,  I  am  sorry  that  the  Financial  Secretary  did  not  think  it 
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worthwhile  to  allot  even  {  of  what  has  boon  sot,  apart  iu  Trivan¬ 
drum  for  town  planning  for  the  r"sfc  of  Travanooro  for  moans  of 
communication.  I  concede  that  Trivandrum  being  the  capital  of 
our  State  and  a  place  where  distinguished  visitors  come  our  roads 
should  be  iu  a  perfectly  good  condition.  The  point  which  I  wish  to 
emphasise  is  that  at  least  a  reasonable  proportion'of  the  amount  spent 
here  should  bo  set  apart,  for  the  rest  of  Travaneoro.  The  Financial 
Secretary  appears  to  be  very  particular  of  preparing  a  surplus  budget. 
At  the  same  time  ho  wanted  to  make  provision  for  Trivandrum. 
Therefore  it  is  not,  surprising  that  he  could  not;  allot  amounts  for 
the  rest  of  Travaneoro. 

My  next  observation  is  that  no  provision  is  made  in  the  budget 
,  either  to  relieve  the  agricultural  people  or  to  improve  the  present; 
system  of  agriculture.  Government  seem  to  he  very  much  interested 
in  introducing  new  schemes.  However  advantageous  and  profita¬ 
ble  they  may  be,  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Government  ought 
•  to  have  been  turned  to  the  amelioration  of  the  agriculturists.  It  is 
admitted  on  all  hands  that  95  per  cent  of  the  agriculturists  are 
heavily  burden d  under  debts.  I  concede  that:  a  regulation  has  already 
been  passed  and  a  sum  of  lis.  5*5  lakhs  has  boon  allotted  for  the 
establishment  of  Conciliation  Boards.  But,  my  point,  is  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Regulation  are  quite  inadequate  to  improve  the  situa¬ 
tion,  Unfortunately  I  must  say  that  the  rules  passed  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  have  practically  taken  away  the  good  parts  of  the  regula¬ 
tion.  Conciliation  Boards  should  be  established  throughout  the 
whole  State  so  that  all  the  agriculturists  who  are  debtors  may  take 
advantage  of  them.  Another  point  I  wish  to  deal  in  this  connection 
is  about  the  pecuniary  jurisdiction  of  these  Conciliation  Boards.  It 
is  said  that  the  pecuniary  jurisdiction  is  limited  simply  because,  there 
is  no  institution — I  mean  a  bank,  in  Travancore,  which  could  pay  off 
the  conciliated  amounts.  According  to  the  rules  of  the  Land  Mort¬ 
gage  Bank  only  amounts  up  to  Rs  5,000  could  be  paid  off.  The 
present  Conciliation  Officers  have  jurisdiction  only  up  to  'Rs  6,000, 
10,000  and  15,000.  Even  there  if  the  amounts  are  conciliated  I  do 
not  know  how  the  Land  Mortgage  Bank  could  pay  off  that  sum.  It 
is  my  humble  suggestion  that  the  pecuniary  jurisdiction  of  these 
Boards  should  be  made  unlimited  so  that  if  by  any  chance  any  pri¬ 
vate  adjustment  between  the  creditor  and  the  debtor  after  concilia¬ 
tion  could  be  effected  they  may  take  advantage  of  it-  In  this  con¬ 
nection  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  big  agriculturists  of 
Kuttanad  are  not  in  any  way  benefited  by  the  Conciliation  Boards. 
Most  of  them  are  big  agriculturists.  Their  debt  comes  to  very  big 
amounts.  My  suggestion  is  that  the  pecuniary  jurisdiction  should 
be  unlimited,  for  the  whole  of  Kuttanad.  May  1  request  on  behalf 
of  Kuttanad  that  a  separate  Board  be  established  for  the  whole  of 
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Kuttanad  with  pecuniary  jurisdiction  of  an  unlimited  nature.  I 
fear  whether  I  may  be  failing  in  my  duty  if  I  do  not  make  a  refer¬ 
ence  with  regard  to  the  pitiable  state  of  Kuttanad.  It  seems  to 
me  that  Kuttanad  has  been  a  place  neglected  by  the  Government. 
1  do  not  know  the  reason  for  that.  I  am  mindful  of  the  fact  that  a 
sum  of  Rs.  35,000  has  been  allotted  for  the  construction  of  wells 
for  the  ensuing  year.  This  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
budget  as  far  as  I  know  that  a  provision  of  the  kind  has  been  ear¬ 
marked  in  the  budget.  May  I  ask  at  the  same  time  whether  the 
Government  have  allotted  any  amount  for  means  of  communication 
in  Kuttanad  ?  May  I  know  whether  any  amount  has  boon  allotted 
for  preventing  the  cocoanut  palm  disease  ?  Sir,  that  disease  appears 
to  be  a  very  contagious  one.  Unlike  other  places  there  is  plenty  of 
cocoanut  cultivation  in  Kuttanad.  People  are  having  cocoanut  culti¬ 
vations  on  lands  created  by  them  for  that  purpose.  Therefore 
the  nature  of  the  amounts  that  might  be  spent  in  connection  with 
the  raising  of  plants  on  lands  can  better  be  imagined  than  expressed. 
If  the  disease  is  allowed  to  continue  like  this  say  for  another  15 
years  I  fear  whether  we  may  got  even  oadjans  i'or  thatching  out¬ 
houses. 

Another  point  I  wish  to  refer  is  about  paddy  cultivation  in 
Kuttanad,  The  failure  of  crops  last  year  is  quite  unprecedented 
I  turned  over  the  pages  of  the  budget  to  see  whether  any  mention 
is  made  about  that  aspect  of  the  matter.  To  my  great  surprise  I 
found  that  not  even  a  small  amount  has  been  allotted  by  way  of 
advancing  money  to  the  cultivators— I  mean  the  grant  of  special 
loans  to  the  Punja  cultivators.  At  this  rate  I  fear  how  the  Kutta- 
nad  people  could  carry  on  cultivation  in  (lie  coming  year.  The 
next  point  I  have  to  urge  is  with  regard  to  the  acidity  of  the  soil 
and  the  ravages  done  by  the  rice  swarming  caterpillars.  Nothing 
has  been  done  to  prevent  the  ravages.  The  people  of  Kuttanad  are 
also  subjected  to  troubles  during  times  of  flood.  Sir,  if  you  have 
the  kindness  to  Visit  Kuttanad  during  times  of  floods  you  can  see 
more  or  less  the  severe  hardships  that  the  people  are  ’subjected  to. 
On  a  consideration  of  these  facts,  the  only  remedy  that  I  could  sug¬ 
gest  so  that  Kuttanad  may  be  benefited  is  to  constitute  Kuttanad 
as  a  separate  taluk.  I  wish  that  at  'least  under  your  administration 
it  may  become  ah  accomplished  fact. 

Lastly  I  would  refer  to  another  important  matter.  We  the 
members  of  the  Samj  ukta  party  :have  come  here  with  a  definite 
programme  of  trying  to  effect  communal  justice  in  the  matter  of 
appointments  to  the  public  service.  When  we  make  a  demand  for 
effecting  justice  in  the  matter  of  appointments  it  might  appear  to 
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some  that  wo  are  a  little  bit.  narrow-minded  or  that  wo.  are  always 
harping  on  this  .one  matter.  But  that  cannot  bo  helped.  The 
system  of  recruitment  to  public  service  has  been  the  chief  cause  of 
communal  trouble.  I  mean  communal  rivalries  in  the  Slate. 
The  unrepresented  communities  have  been  carrying  on  this  agita¬ 
tion  for  the  last  so  many  years.  Fortunately,  the  Government 
realise  the  injustice  done  to  the  unrepresented  communities  and 
passed  certain  orders  to  mitigate  their  grievances.  But  necessary 
directions  to  the  appointing  authorities  have  produced  no  desirable 
results.  At  List i  the  imporlant  communities  organised  themsolvos 
and  the  Government  realising  the  magnitude  of  (lie  injustice  finally 
issued  a  G.  0.  on  the  25th  June  1985.  Subsequently  in  1936  a 
Public  Service  Commissioner  was  appointed  and  till  now  it  is  a 
surprising  thing  to  find  that  not  even  a  single  person  from  among 
the  unrepresented  communities  has  been  appointed  in  the  General 
and  Revenue  Secretariat.  We'l,  Sir,  it  is  not  the  appointment  of  a 
Public  Service  Commissioner  or  the  enactment  of  certain  rules  con¬ 
nected  with  that — it  is  not  such  paper  transactions  that  we  want. 
We  want  something  substantial  to  bo  done  in  the  matter  of  redress 
to  the  unrepresented  communities.  Lotus  hope  that  under  your 
able  administration  this  problem  will  be  solved  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Mi**  G.  Narayatta  Aiyar ;  Sir,  1  heartily  congratulate 
you  and  thank  you  for  the  initiation  of  a  scheme  with  the  object 
of  granting  relief  to  those  who  were  hard  hit  by  the  revision  of  pay 
due  to  the  standardisation  scheme,  namely,  the  rates  of  pay  of  low 
paid  subordinates,  drawing  Rs  100  and  below  who  form  a  major 
portion  of  the  Government  servants.  1  also  congratulate  you  for 
launching  broad  and  constructive  schemes  in  a  bold  manner,  name¬ 
ly,  the  inauguration  of  a  university  for  Travancore,  and  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Transport.  We  have  entire  confidence  in  you  Sir,  that  the 
schemes  undertaken  by  you  will  be  crowned  with  success.  We 
will  be  fully  justified  in  our  aspiration  that  the  experience  gained 
by  yon  in  other  countries  Will  be  made  use  of  for  carrying  out  the 
schemes  adumbrated  here  and  because  of  the  fact  that  broad 
schemes  initiated  .and  taken  up  by  you  elsewhere  were  very  succes* 
f  ul.  When  the  Pykhara  Scheme  was  first  thought  of  by  you  there 
was  a  lot  of  opposition  from  the  people  ;  obstacles  of  very  serious 
magnitude  had  to  be  overcome  for  starting  the  scheme.  Now  that 
has  resulted  in  a  most  profitable  venture  to  the  Madras  Govern¬ 
ment. 

President:  The  honourable  member  will  please  remember 
that  the  time  at  his  disposal  is  only  15  minutes.  By  the  time  the 
Pykhara  scheme  is  disposed  of  there  will  not  be  much  time  for  the 
member  to  speak  on  the  Budget. 
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Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar :  Whenever  a  new  policy  is  pro¬ 
posed  or  a  new  scheme  is  started  there  will  be  opposition  in  the 
country.  Indians  are  always  pessimistic  in  every  thing  new. 
That  accounts  for  the  want  of  success  andjprosperity  of  the  Indians. 
The  success  and  prosperity  of  all  western  nations  are  due  to  their  ad¬ 
venturous  spirit  The  western  nations  always  undertake  new 
schemes.  They  are  always  pioneers  in  the  matter  of  starting  new 
ventures  and  most  of  tin m  are  very  successful.  Unless  we  make  a 
bold  stand  in  such  directions  it  may  not  be  possible  for  us  to  succeed 
and  prosper.  Mistakes  may  have  to  he  committed  and  they  have 
to  be  overcome. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  the  Financial  Secretary 
also  for  his  clear  exhaustive  and  frank  statement  on  the  finances  of 
our  State.  I  am  alsojglad  that  he  has  made  up  his  mind  to  remain 
here  in  spite  of  better  attractions  elsewhere.  I  thank  the  Govern¬ 
ment  for  retaining  his  services. 

Sir,  ip  the  budget  speech  we  are  not,  told  whether  [  the  average 
income  of  the  people  has  increased,  what  tlieir  present  economic  con¬ 
dition  is.  We  are  not  told  whether  any  stops  have  been  taken  or 
going  to  be  taken  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  agricul¬ 
turists  especially  the  cocoanut  growers  who  form  the  major  part  of 
the  population  in  North  Travancore,  The  cocoanut  plantations 
have  sustained  very  severe  loss  in  recent  years.  The  fall  in  the 
price  of  cocoanut  products  in  recent  years  have  affected  them 
seriously  and  they  stand  in  need  of  urgent  relief. 

The  imposition  of  excise  duty  on  ( cocoanut,  products  is  peculiar 
to  this  country  alone.  This  duty  is  condemned  by  all  civilised 
Governments  and  economists.  It  is  high  time  that  some  relief  is 
done  by  Government  to  the  cocoanut  growers  by  abolition  or  redu¬ 
ction  of  this  duty. 

Coming  to  the  buget  proper  I  wish  to  say  is  that  the  allotment 
of  RsJ  70,000  for  new  roads  is  very  inadequate.  The  country  is 
purely  agricultural  and  the  means  of  communication  is  one  of  the 
important  things  to  be  attended  to  by  Government.  It  is  one  of 
the  urgent  necessities  for.  the  agricultural  population.  In  North 
Travancore  the  allotment  under  means  of  communication  is  scanty. 
For  the  year  1111  provision  for  new  roads  was  Its.  1,46,995;  for 
1112,  it  was  ilts  1,46,150.  For  the  year,  1113  the  budget  provi¬ 
sion  is  only  Its  72,000  which  is  less  than  half  of  the  previous 
years.  There  have  been  agitations  for  opening  new  roads  and 
canals  on  repeated  occasions  and  the  Government  have  not  bestow¬ 
ed  any  attention  in  that  matter.  This  is  a  very  deplorable  state 
of  affairs. 
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Thun  Uni  next,  subject  which  I  would  wish  (o  cull  the  attention 
of  the  House  is  the  in:tdtM|U  it, e  provision  for  Village  Pnnehayats. 
No  new  Pandmyats  are  projxisc.'il  to  be  established  next  year. 
During  the  course  of  interpellations  to-day  it  was  replied  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  that  notwithstanding  memorials  and  representations 
from  tlie  public  that  the  Government  have  gut  reports  from  the 
Division  Peishkars  that,  there  is  no  necessity  for  establishing  more 
Village  Panehayats.  The  total  rural  population  in  the  State  as  per 
the  census  is  -1"),  44, 3 G~>  and  the  number  of  Villages  898(1. 
During  the  course  of  interpellations  on  8-H-12  it  was  admitted  on 
the  side  of  Government  that,  there  is  a  scheme  before  the  Govern¬ 
ment  for  increasing  the  Village  Panclmyats  and  making  them 
efficient;.”  The  present;  statement  is  inconsistent  and  contradic¬ 
tory.  It  will  be  seen  easily  that  the  nature  of  the  reports  sub¬ 
mitted  by  Peishkars  we  have,  to  see  is  a  sham.  What  was  the  trend 
of  the  public  opinion  on  the  matter  previously.  Before  the  Village 
Panchayat  .Regulation  was  passed  as  Regulation  VU  of  .1100,  .the 
Official  Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  when  introducing  the  bill  has 
said  as  follows  :  I  think  it;  is  reasonable  and  necessary  to  read  a 
few  lines  from  it. 

“There  has  been  a  demand  in  many  Sessions  of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular 
Assembly  from  1912  for  the  creation  of  Local  .Boards  with  a 
view  to  foster  and  develop  local  self-Govomment  even  in  rural  areas 
and  its  satisfaction  has  been  promjsod  by  Government  more  than 
once.  In  1921,  the  Dewan,  in  his  address  to  the  Assembly,  stated 
as  follows;  —“It  is  under  contemplation  to  widen  the  Sphere  of  local 
self-Government  by  extending  it  to  rural  areas . It  Is  the  inten¬ 

tion  of  Government  to  create  two  sets  of  local  bodies.  One  will  be 
the  Village  Administrative  Panchayat  with  specific  sources  of  in¬ 
come  and  definite  powers  and  responsibilities,  such  as  tho  main¬ 
tenance  and  control  of  local  roads  and  ferries  and  the  supervision 

of  primary  education  and  local  sanitation . ”  This  Bill  has 

been  drafted  with  a  view  to  give  eSect  to  the  aforesaid  statement, 

“In  introducing  the  Bill,  the  Official  Member  in  charge  said: — ,  'Every¬ 
where  the  cry  has  been  that  there  should  be  an  increased  associa¬ 
tion  of  the  people  in  the  work  of  administration,  and  it  is  with 
that  view  that  a  scheme  of  local  self-government  has  been  started. 
So  far  as  Travancore  is  concerned,  we  have  it  in  the  urban  areas 
and  that  has  been  in  existence  for  the  last  twenty  five  years.  But 
no  attempt  has  yet  been  made  to  introduce  it  in  the  rural  'areas, 
the  urgent  necessity  for  its  extent! on  to  rural  areas  will  be  evident 
from  the  following  extract  from  the  Government  of  India’s  Reso¬ 
lution  of  1918  on  Local  Self-Government  ; 

“The  domian  of  urban  and  rural  self-government  was  the  great  train¬ 
ing  ground  from  which  political  progress  and  a  sense  of  responsi¬ 
bility  have  taken  their  start  and  it  was  felt  that  the  time  has  come 
to  quicken  the  advance,  to  accelerate  the  rate  of  progress  and  thus 
to  stimulate  the  sense  of  responsibility  in  the  average  citizen  and 
to  enlarge  his  experience. 
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“In  accordance  with  this  pronouncement,  Village  Fancha.yats  have 
be«n  established  in  British  India  In  the  various  provinces  and  also 
in  other  Indian  States.  80  far  as  Travancore  is  concerned,  the 
people  here  have  not  been  backward.  In  other  words,  there  has 
not  been  any  want  of  agitation  in  this  particular  matter. 

“It  will  bo  conceded  by  the  House  that  however  much  any  willing 
Government  may  try  to  administer  to  iho  needs  of  the  whole  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  State  and  to  tho  innumerable  villages  in  the  State, 
it  will  not  ho  possible  to  pay  the  necessary  attention  throughout 

tho  State . Therefore  it  will  ho  scon  that  on  account  of  the 

growing  needs  of  tho  pooplo  it  may  not  ho  possible  to  satisfy  all 
the  villages  ’  ’ 

It  wits  with  chest)  words  that  tlm  Hill  was  introduced  in  the 
House.  That  being  (ho  ease,  Government  arc,  convinced  that  there 
is  veal  demand  for  Village  Pnndiayafs  and  there  1ms  been  repeated 
requests  in  tho  Popular  Assembly.  The  Peculation  was  passed  in 
1100.  Now  nearly  twelve  years  have  passed  since  the  .Regulation 
was  passed.  But  till  now  there  are  only  six  or  seven  Panchnyats 
throughout  the  whole  stale.  That  there  has  been  constant  demand 
for  more  Village  Panchaynfs  is  admitted  during  ihe  course  of  in¬ 
terpellations.  If.  has  been  impossible  for  heads  of  departments  to 
satisfactorily  attend  to  rural  needs.  When  there  is  a  request  from 
non-official  members  of  this  House  for  certain  amenities,  in  rural 
areas  such  as  hospitals  or  roads,  we  get  Urn  usual  reply  that-  there 
is  no  fund.  If  the  Government  would  consult r  this  question  in  all 
its  aspects  and  start  Village  pauohayats  in  the  various  rural  areas, 
much  of  the  responsibility  of  the  Government,  could  be  overcome. 
In  this  connection  1  wish  to  point  out  to  ihe  House  what  we  see  in 
the  sister  State  of  Cochin  or  in  other  British  Indian  States.  There 
are  a  large  number  of  Village  Panchayafs  in  British  India,  Cochin 
Mysore  and  Barodu.  The  provision  for  Village  Panchaynfs  in  the 
sister  State  of  Cochin  whicn  has  got  an  income  of  only  a  crore  of 
rupees  is  Ids.  2.  14  lakhs.  The  amounts  which  Mysore  and  other 
States  provide  are  also  very  big.  The  Village  Panclmyats  in  those 
places  are  doing  very  satisfactory  work  there.  Government  can 
divert  their  attention  to  major  items  leaving  the  rural  requirements 
to  be  attended  to  by  tho  Village  Panchayats.  “The  Bill  is  inten¬ 
ded  for  the  purpose  of  fostering  and  developing  local  self -govern¬ 
ment.”  When  such  is  the  object,  of  the  Bill  why  nothing  is  done 
in  the  course  of  the  last  12  years.  That  is  very  regrettable.  I 
hope  that  at  least  now  Government,  will  realise  tho  necessity  for 
more  Village  Panchayats.  'Ihe  nature  of  the  so  called  enquiry 
made  by  the  Division  Peishknrs  is  flimsy.  When  a  report  is 
called  from  the  Division  Peishkar  he  naturally  sends  it  to  the 
Tahsiklar  and  finally  it  is  done  by  the  Proverthicar.  It  all  de- 
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pends  upon  the  Frown  hiear’s  reports.  Memorials  ami  petitions 
are  ignored.  Government  only  look  to  t  he  report  of  the  Division 
Peishksir  which  is  based  on  (he  repoius  of  the  IVoverthirnr. 

I  have  to  submit  aim;  her  eimitnstnmv  for  the.  notice  of  the 
House-  'rhere  is  now  the  system  of  paying  personal  pay  lo  a 
number  uf  persons  in  Government  service.  There  might  have,  been 
justification  for  personal  pay  in  earlier  days.  For  holding  a  parti¬ 
cular  post  \vu  bad  to  got  down  exports  from  outside  and  wo  had 
to  agree  to  the  personal  pay  demanded  by  them.  Now  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  there  are  sufficient  qualified  and  capable  hands  in 
Travaneore.  We,  see  many  Trnvanooreans  holding  responsible 
places  outside  the  Stale  and  discharging  (heir  dulics  satisfactorily. 
As  such  the  system  of  giving  of  persona!  pay,  I  submir,  is  unjust 
and  a  cause  for  heartburning  and  disappointment  to  people  with 
the  similar  qualifiealions.  I  hope  that;  Government,  will  seriously 
consider  that  question  in  future. 

The  Municipalities  of  Nagerooil,  Alleppey  and  Sheneotfa  are 
to  be  given  a  grant  of  lis.  30'G8  lakhs  for  water  supply  schemes 
of  this  half  is  said  to  bo  a  gift  and  the  other  half  as  a  contribution 
to  be  repaid  by  the  Municipalities  with  interest  in  instalment. 
This  policy  is  bad.  My  submission  is  that  the  Municipalities 
should  not  be  granted  any  gift  for  enjoying  certain  amenities.  If 
they  want  additional  amenities  they  must  pay  for  it.  The  whole 
amount  may  be  paid  as  a  loun-  Let  it  be  repaid  in  50  or  GO  years. 
The  free  payment  of  the  tax  payer’s  money  as  a  gift  is  highly 
objectionable  when  we  see  that  enough  attention  is  not  paid  to 
rural  parts.  So  I  request  the  Government  to  treat  the  whole 
amount  as  a  loan  to  be  repaid  at  a  low  rate  of  interest.  The 
allotment  for  rural  reconstruction  is  quite  inadequate. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P-  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  (.Kantnayapol- 
ly,  KarlikapaUy  and  Ambalapuiha  cum  Shertala ) :  l[ congratulate 
the  Financial  Secretary  only  on  the  courtly  language  ha  has  used. 

I  do  not  so  much  congratulate  him  on  the  Budget  he  has  presented- 
I  expected  great  things  out  of  it ;  new-modellod  as  it  is  called,  there 
is  no  new  source  of  income  tapped.  Under  the  claim  that  he  is 
following  old  and  orthodox  canons  of  public  Finance  huge  items  of 
expenditure  are  included  for  schemes  of  doubtful  utility. 

Before  I  deal  with  the  Budget,  may  1  protest  against  the 
members  of  the  House  being  treated  as  school  children  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment.  The  Legislature  is  called  together  to  endorse  the  Gov¬ 
ernmental  acts,  even  as  Tudor  Parliaments.  As  regards  that 
attitude,  I  have  only  to  say  that  we  are  not  unaware  of  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  elsewhere  ;  and  that  educationally  we  are  not  behind  British 
India,  As  regards  the  University  we  are  threatened,  as  it  were,  by 
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the  Government  saying  “  it  is  an  accomplished  fact-”  We  have  to 
take  it  lying  down.  We  are  not  expected  to  utter  a  word  against 
it.  It  would  appear  as  if  Arch  Angel  Gabriel  appeared  before  the 
Head  of  the  Administration  and  said  “  Get  ye  up,  Pound  a  Univer¬ 
sity  here  on  the  Rock  of  Palayam  When  we  ask  for  details  about 
the  University,  we  get  verbose  phrases  in  reply.  We  are  told  words 
reminiscent  of  an  undergraduate’s  reproduction  of  Cardinal  New¬ 
man’s  essays  on  “  University”.  Then  we  are  told  that  our  Univer¬ 
sity  would  teach  to  make  all  things  from  pin  ominous  to  motor 
bodies.  Then  we  are  confronted  with  cerium  loose  phrases.  We  are 
told  that  our  University  will  keep  alive  indigenous  culture  and  at; 
the  same  time  imbibe  the  universal  culture  and  so  on-  Government 
would  tell  us  that  a  University  would  solve  the  problem  of  educated 
unemployment.  How,  I  ask  ?  Instead  of  leaving  unemployed  meu 
of  one  kind  of  education,  the  University  would  create  another  kind 
of  unemployed  men.  Further,  how  is  the  University  going  to  work? 
Is  it  a  cottage  industry' of  the  Government?  Is  the  University 
going  to  be  a  minor  Department  of  the  State,  something  like  the. 
Anchal  or  Co-operative  Department  ?  May  !  repeat,  here  that  one 
essential  condition  of  a  University  is  that  it  should  have  academic 
freedom.  How  are  we  going  to  have  it?  If  al;  all  there  was  the 
necessity  of  a  university  the  proper  course,  for  the  Government  was 
to  come  before  the  House,  with  a  University  Bill.  Now  as  it  is,  we 
are  not  told  whether  the  University  will  be  unitary,  or  federal, 
residential  or  non-residentiul,  teaching  or  affiliating.  Wlum  we  ask 
for  it,  we  are  told  that  the  new  University  is  not  going  to  be  of  the 
existing  model.  That  is  the  only  secret  we  are  told.  We  are  told 
that  in  some  ways,  it  would  excel  even  Oxford  and  Cambridge.  We 
are  told  it  would  be  the  best  University  in  this  world,  We  have  to 
believe  it.  Then  one  thing  !  What  about  the  staff  ?  I.  challenge  the 
Government  whether  they  can  point  to  one  professor  here,  who  has 
extended  the  domains  of  knowledge  by  Research  work  of  any  merit, 
and  who  has,  thereby,  some  reputation  in  the  world  of  science  or  of 
scholarship?  Suppose  the  local  professors  are  christened  as  “  Uni¬ 
versity  Professors  ”?  Would  it  improve  their  quality  or  I  he  qu¬ 
antity  of  their  teaching  ? 

In  the  years  to  come,  we  cannot  rely  on  any  great  income  from 
Excise  with  any  progressive  administration,  the'income  from  Excise 
would  be  dwindling.  With  such  a  decreased  source  of  income  and 
increased  source  of  expenditure  for  the  University,  I  do  not  know 
what  the  future  will  be  like- 

About  the  Transport  scheme,  we  are  told  that  Travancore 
Government  is  getting  socialistic,  and  control  of  transport  is  the 
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first;  step  towards  socialistic.  Government..  It  only  umttHcK  us.  I  cun 
assure  file  <  jovirmneiil  tint  w«i  arc  not  in  any  manner  influenced  by 
any  capitalist..  (Some  of  u.s  arc  almost  indifferent  in  the.  matter.  Why 
should  there  bo  this  needless  hurry  by  the  Government  ami  ereate 
suspicion  in  the.  minds  of  the  people  V  We  wish  that  the  Transport; 
scheme  also  should  not  end  in  the  same  maimer  as  the  Travancore 
Sugars. 

Mr.  K.  R'  Elenkatll  :  Sir,  a  careful  reading  of  tint  budget 
reveals  two  distinctive  tendencies  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
One  is  that,  of  drawing  indiserimiimrley  sometimes  from  the  accu¬ 
mulated  supplies  of  previous  years  for  working  new  capital  schemes 
and  the  other  a  persistent  indifference  to  look  to  the  real  rural 
needs  of  the  population.  Sir,  during  the  past,  years  ever  since 
1104  the  balances,  which  ought;  to  have,  been  spent  for  definitely 
useful  schemes  calculated  to  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the 
agriculturists,  have,  been  drawn  on  steadily  with  the  result  that;  tiro 
figure  of  accumulated  surpluses  have,  been  come  down  from  Us.  170 
lakhs  and  Us.  40  lakhs  and  odd  according  to  budget  for  1113, 
Sir,  I  believe  nobody  will  got  offended  if  (he  representatives  show 
an  eagerness  and  anxiety  that  not  a  pie  from  the  hard  earned  sur¬ 
pluses  is  ill-spent  or  mis  "Spent,  We  have  now  reached  in  the  words 
of  the  Financial  Secretary,  a  figure  which  represents  the  minimum 
balance  required  as  regards  our  cash  balance  which  is  expected  to 
stand  next  year  at  Rs.  40'13  lakhs.  I  need  not  reiterate  that  no¬ 
body  need  be  offended,  if  I  say,  that  the  public  are  anxious  to  see 
that  the  large  amounts  of  capital  expenditure,  whether  they  may 
be  reproductive  or  otherwise,  really  do  go  to  advance  the  interests 
of  the  community  at  large  if  not  in  the  immediate  future,  at  least 
in  the  distant  times  to  come.  I  may  say  that  some  of  the  schemes 
launched  upon  by  Government  are  really  splendid  but  my  submis¬ 
sion  is  that  no  scheme  should  prove  in  the  long  run  to  be  failures  or 
ill  thoughtout  ones. 

Now,  Sir,  when  the  Rubber  Factory  was  started  high  hopes 
were  entertained  by  the  authorities  concerned.  An  expert  was  also 
imported  on  a  high  salary.  But  I  then  pointed  out  that  as  long  as 
there  was  no  definite  agreement  with  the  expert,  as  regards  the 
terms  of  his  service,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  continue  the  factory 
if  the  expert  had  to  leave  the  service,  as  we  had  no  one  who 
knew  the  technics  of  the  science.  And  now  the  very  same  thing 
has  happened.  Mr.  Helen  got  himself  at  logger  heads  with  the 
Government  and  they  were  forced  to  choose  either  to  close  the 
factory  or  to  entrust  it  to  a  private  concern.  As  regards  the  Tra¬ 
vancore  sugars  when  in  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  in  1109 
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Sir  Muliainad  Habibullah  who  it  will  ba  conceded  is  no  less  a  states¬ 
man  than  any  oilier  Dewan  we  had  as  the  head  of  oiu'  .administra¬ 
tion  assured  us  that  the  Sugar  Factory  at  Tliuckalai  was  goiug  to 
be  a  profitable  concern  as  he  had  known  the  exceptional  capabilities 
of  Mr.  N.  S.  T.  Cliarry  for  over  a  period  of  twenty  years. 

President :  The  honourable  member  should  not.  reveal  wliafc 
had  taken  place,  by  way  of  conversation,  in  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee. 

.Mr.  K.  R.  Blenkatll  :  In  the  case  of  the  Sn»-ar  Factory 
we  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  a  sum  of  I.  lakh  ami  08  thnusaml 
rupees,  the  difference!  between  the  tolnl  sale  proceeds  and  the  share 
value  of  Rs.  1  lakh  and  (57  thousand  it  is  written  oil'  instead  of 
being  credited  towards  capital  receipts.  The  share  amount  comes 
to  Ids.  1  likh  and  87  thousand  when  we  deduct  the  amount 
written  off  from  the  sale  value.  If  it  is  a  sale  deed  why  not  this 
amount  be  credited  to  the  capital  receipts  of  the  State  as  I  said. 
The  right  of  the  Government  to  got  20  per  cent  pro  111;  1  presume 
1b  in  lieu  of  the  share  amount  taken  by  the  Government. 
But  as  I  find  it  would  have  been  proper  to  realise  die  amount  from 
the  new  company  and  added  on  to  the  capital  account  receipt  of  the 
Government  instead  of  being  written  off.  1  appreciate  the  policy  of 
the  present  Government  of  writing  oil'  unrealisable  amounts 
instead  of  keeping  bad  accounts , as  is  shown  in  the  case  of  the  State 
Aided  Bank  on  which  account  nearly  lakhs  has  Inson  written  off. 

Coming  to  the  topics  of  corruption  and  communal  reprosen  fa. 
tion  in  the  Public  Service,  I  cannot  but  say  that  1  do  not  see  any 
logic  in  the  argument  that  only  low  paid  officers  resort  to  the 
practice  of  corruption.  Sir,  ithere  are  officers  drawing  big  salaries 
or  moderate  salaries  receiving  bribes  in  the  open  market.  I  know 
Sir,  persons  receiving  bribes  for  deciding  cases  in  favour  of  parties 
and  persons  who  receive  bribes  to  got  idle  auction  of  lands  post¬ 
poned  or  avoided.  If  an  auction  sale  of  a  properly  is  fixed  upon 
for  such  officers  on  receipt  of  commission  from  the  party  see  that 
it  is  not  effected.  Now  Sir,  corruption  is  rampant  in  our  Service 
and  there  is  no  use  in  blaming  a  particular  community  or  rank  of 
service.  It  is  ouly  character  and  tradition  and  not  mere  rank 
in  service  that  lias  to  account  for  this.  I  may  not  be  mis¬ 
understood  as-  one  belonging  to  a  particular  community  which  is 
holding  a  ‘kuthaka’  in  the  field  of  public  service  when  1  say  that  I 
am  not  an  advocate  of  communal  representation.  By  adopting  the 
present  policy  of  apportioning  offices  to  several  communities  and 
yielding  to  the  agitation  of  communities  Government  is  not  going 
to  satisfy  any  community.  Sir,  when  we  are  not  having  a  res¬ 
ponsible  Government  I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  any  benefit  in  adopting 
this  policy  or  safety  in  public  service. 


Sir.  I  ask  who  is  finally  amt  ultima  ely  lv-pnnHhk  I'm-  live 
efficimi:  ailniinistnuion  of  nur  couirry  It  is  Ilia  Highness  (he 
Maharaja  with  tin;  help  of  his  trust- <1  minis'or.  If  everything  goes 
wall  or  anything  gop*  ill  the  final  re-ponsihility  ivsls  with  His 
Highness  the  Maharaja  an<l  the  Dewaii  ;[Mr.  hisavnn  N:dr  I/car, 
hear.']  So  for  flic  sake  of  efficiency  in  the  I’uhlio  Service  man  of 
character,  abiliiy  and  efficiency  should  employed  in  Hovunnuenv 
service.  I  have  heard  from  persons  who  lmd  been  advocating  c<>m- 
lnnm'ism  that  disproportionate  representation  should  he  allowed  fo 
eortiiin  communities  best  fitted  for  it  as  Far  example  (he  Arayu  eun:r 
munitfy  in  the  Fisheries.  But.  I  may  then  say  that  ihere  are  other 
comnmnihes  which  are  by  tradition  and  ancestry  particularly  fit:  and 
deserving  to  appointments  in  other  departments  and  there  ia  no 
logic  in  taking  another  and  eomdstont  view  when  it'  comes 'to  that. 
For  instance,  the  military  can  ha  opened  primarily  to  Nail's  who 
have,  been  the  fighting  class  from  years  past.  In  tint  ease/  tradi¬ 
tion  and  past  service  of  a  partieuhir  community  is  to  be  taken  into 
account.  So  my  submission  is  that,  in  the  matter  ofreemitme.nl 
to  the  military  and  the  police  this  fact  should  be  fairly  counten¬ 
anced  by  advocates  of  communalism  if  they  argue  tradition  and  in  ■ 
heritted  talent  in  the  ease  of  pome  other  communities  In  prefer¬ 
ence  to  population  basis  for  communal  representation  taluk  basis  and 
the  proportion  of  revenue  from  each  taluk  can  be  taken  as  the 
general  basis  for  recruitment:  ;  for  them  it  will  serve  somewhat  to 
effect  equity  of  economic  distribution.  That  is,  in  my  view,  terri¬ 
torial  representation  is  more  beneficial  and  equitable  than  communal 
representation.  I.  do  not  care  if  a  very  large  number  of  Christians 
of  Parur  or  Thiruvalla  are  given  jobs  in  large  proportions  and  the 
London  Mission  Christians  in  South  Travancore  are  ignored. 
Neither  communal  justice  or  territorial  justice  could  then  be  done. 
So  also  the  case  with  Nairs  in  North  and  South  Travnncora  The 
attraction  for  Government  service  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  income 
derived  by  way  of  salary  is  steady  iind  descent.  Sir,  certain  com¬ 
munities  are  being  preferred  now  because  there  was  a  time  when  the 
whole  responsibility  of  administration  rested  with  than.  They  then 
sacrificed  their  everything  for  the  sake  of  the  country.  'What  I  am 
saying  is  that  for  the  development  and  advancement — both  material 
and  territorial  Nairs  had  to  shed  their  blood,  and  Muslims  too  had 
their  share,  and  the  Christians  also  had  their  share,  to  some  extent 
and  the  conditions  had  given  them  political  preference.  But  that  is 
not  the  case  when  the  country  is  in  peaceful  prosperity.  Now  Sir, 
we  have  no  fear  of  invasion  from  outside  because  we  are  under  the 
safe  shadow  of  British  protection.  But  there  was  a  time  when  the 
country  was  at  stake  and  when  the  communities  in  political  sphere 
had  to  take  great  risks  in  discharging  their  duties.  And  as  a  matter 
of  fact  if  the  people  of  our  State  are  called  to  the  front  in  the 
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battlefield,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  there  will  be  clamour  among 
communities  to  respond  to  the  call. 

President :  Order,  order.  The  honourable  member  will  see 
that  he  doe;  not  make  any  sweeping  observations  against  any  com¬ 
munity  or  communities. 

Mr.  K,  R.  Elenkath  :  Sir,  I  only  say.  that  tlm  present 
G-overnment  service  is  not  inve.sefd  with  any  serious  responsibility 
risk  or  danger.  Now  people  clamour  lor  Government  jobs  for  it 
is  the  most  lucrative  employment  without  industry  ami  risk.  Why 
should  this  clamour  be  persistent  ami  irresistible  ?  Because  (hero 
are  three  things  which  arc  attractive.  Firstly,  there  is  the  safety 
and  security  of  service,  secondly  the  income  derived  is  steady  and 
decent  and  thirdly  there  is  power  and  authority  going  along  with  it 
which  impel  respect  from  the  Public. 

The  House  adjourned  for  lunch  at  1  i\  m.  and  met.  again  at 
2  p.  m.  with  the  President  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Kochickal  P.  Balakrishtian  Tampi :  Sir,  I  lmvc  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.  In  my  speech  this  morning  I  only 
meant  to  say  that  the  tendency  of  some  of  the  actions  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  was  to  promote  or  to  increase  bitterness  between  the 
different  communities  in  the  State. 

President :  Presiding  over  this  body,  it  is  my  duty  to  see 
■  that,  in  the  proceedings,  no  tiling  occurs  that  would  savour  of  any¬ 
thing  detracting  from  the  dignity  or  the  importance  of  the  deli¬ 
berations  of  this  House.  In  the  circumstances  indicated  by 
Mr.  Balakrislman  Tampi,  I  am  prepared  to  take  the  assurance  that 
he  has  just  given. 

In  the  circumstances  I  think  it  wid  conduce  to  the  dignity  and 
proper  decorum  of  this  House  if  the  portion  of  the  proceedings 
adverted  to  be  expunged  from  the  official  proceedings  of  this 
House  ;  and  I  order  accordingly. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  Sir,  I  was  dealing  with  the  attra¬ 
ctions  of  Government  service  which  have  been  at  the  bottom  of 
this  clamour  for  communal  representation  which  some  things  have 
to  some  extent  become  undesirable  and  nasty.  A  substantial  redu¬ 
ction  of  the  high  salaries  of  the  superior  Government  appointments 
and  sharing  of  responsibility  at  least  partially  with  regard  to  certain 
departments  with  representations  of  the  people  will  go  a  great 
way  in  minimising  the  attraction  for  Government  service  and 
consequently  of  communal  clamour  to  some  extent.  Sir,ll  am  not 
against  any  person  or  community  being  accorded  justice  in  service  ; 
but  I  cannot  reasonably  appreciate  the  idea  of  equal  distribution 
according  to  the  number  of  heads  in  each  community,  of  all  the  ap¬ 
pointments  in  all  the  grades  and  in  all  the  offices  of  the  departments  of 
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Government.  That  is  neither  practicable  nor  fair.  In  a  way  that  will 
be  dangerous  also.  We  cannot  expect  any  officer  recruited  on  com¬ 
munal  grounds  to  be  impartial  or  just  ;  because  there  will  be  the 
consciousness  in  him  that  he  owes  his  appointment  to  his  commu¬ 
nity.  Naturally,  he  will  be  inclined  to  be  partial  to  the  members  of 
his  community.  Sir,  the  Leader  of  the  Sarnyukta  Party  said  that 
there  was  corruption,  favouritism  and  nepotism  in  the  higher  ranks 
of  the  public  service.  I  ask  him  whether  the  principle  of  communal 
representation  is  not  likely  to  increase  such  corruption  favouritism 
and  nepotism  and  to  make  it  the  order  of  the  day.  A  few  years 
ago,  when  corruption  on  the  part  of  a  particular  officer  in  high 
rank  was  brought  to  public  notice  the  members  of  his  com¬ 
munity  raised  the  cry  that,  if  a  single  hair  of  that  officer  was  tou¬ 
ched,  the  community  would  rise  up  and  make  it  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  run  the  administration.  Sir,  such  things  should 
not  happeu.  It  will  be  in  the  interests  of  the  Government  to  see 
that  efficiency  alone  counts  for  recruitment  to  public  service. 
There  is  nothing  to  be  surprised  at  the  fact  that  the  persons  belon¬ 
ging  to  the  communities  of  Dewan  llainayyan  Dalawa  and  Kuja 
Kesava  Das  if  they  have  at  any  time  been  over  represented  on  ac¬ 
count  of  historical  reasons  and  the  traditions  of  their  service  to  the 
country  and  am  of  opinion  that  their  posting  should  not  be 
made  to  suffer  on  that  account  by  being  forced  to  give  up  their 
legitimate  share  at  least  in  future  representation.  To  penalise 
the  glorious  service  rendered  by  their  ancestors  would  be  very  hard 
and  cruel.  Their  disabilities,  if  there  is  any,  could  be  removed, 
only  slowly. 

Mr.  C.  N  Thuppan  Nambootiripad  ( Jenmies )  ■_  cru<6, 
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a©R^co"(®mo§cBrofl®n6o  c8>od3j0o6inr&“  <gro®flca6  (Qjcoocoaoocfl  a^uagj 
sn§^°.  cooiasnaoidlfoicclmoo  ao«a_joOo  a5)©TaMa>G<B»i»o§o  oosiormlcuira 
(noaaisDejo  cBrogf  <g)Ojj[lt8i©aocQ)ajla>o  cosoronaiKBcnoaoiorio  a_icoQ>oai> 

oolcy  ataTlTon^j.  @Q®g_jo3o  .aicTO)ce>§f]ca&  ffltfl>osn§Qj®3fm  a<3)aa:a>sBia®ja 
oQ)Oorrou  mrpfgT'a uajocflofflaa  cnjoamoss  oaffiisswiffiocnojci^soann  <uo 

65Sl^j“  acOaaia)65eOoc9S»OOQri  ^oJaM0COffl^§®ronQJ(a3(TD^!0.  aToUCJOSSS 
^aocnTl  oogj  ojtoljUQQJo  mnaDl^}D<o6a:((g)Qa  aogjfflo  jajlsnmsjjo  rml©] 
rycfia}!  uoob  auoaS]cfl63<a>oQ)g6i.  (gra(®lcoo(o6  cruafl»!cooocB)  a<oo®a 
aiaacrafl  goaflas  a  is  a'SoajCuejstroogqaeoceQAayo  gooilas  go^joraoi 
(arD“4(iaiao(!®  a<Daiia>6ses>a  oflGacosgBgfltoiaralonD  aiKPmmfl  gocMlas 
OQ|a'a^Ac^o®ruc^  (stscQjsgjQatOTB)  <? itxjo mro oorflg-pd^ cmrafl cio  ccoi 
®6nnabq,“  ®@i5]a*»sn»mosn©u. 

a®ooo«<oo  cu51o_jo(i)0aaaia«Bi)fflajj_lodloQjo  o®crf!<aa“  ojocsdocio 
asnaffirieio  «r®  ruf1g-jod)|®acibace>0o  aJro5cmfflrDainv©<orin'<D&  oroanlfflCTJ 
asoliy  ojOQft’oib  nri)Tca(aiag,a  (macfHosnjf  goGoJoCo  acnoecuooqjcmlgj. 
o^jtmocsDOejo  gonjoDoarBaanw  6nsn^oa°  cna®®  m,Tnro®fi<^dK;cnoffla)CT®<m 
a  cm  32)0®®°  ogjac^o  (srpgligjoayo,  @ror®|<D6  o_iai  qjst)(0vl«8>^,a  cr>  & 
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®@oo]D^&06tracros>aJ83flajo  caroaiffloo)  ros^d)®^a^oj<tsom<a>o^<OTril(D6 
^®s  cooi$)smdt>cf  aoi^ancoijsrm'.toS  <0>@tf]c9®6ro6>2ionDu  srDifliejooQ) 
auifflAosni"  mraidMoaJo  ol\®^^©<&o§g.ono. 

Mr.  K  K*  Kuruvila  :  Sir,  I  do  not  propose  to  take  up 
much  o£  the  time  of  the  House  by  repeating  what  has  already 
been  said.  I  only  want  to  point  out  one  or  two  fact*,  Fou,  Sir, 
in  one  of  your  speeches  said  that  one  of  the  main  objects  of  the 
Government  is  to  rehabilitate  the  peasantry  in  this  country.  I  as 
one  who  is  very  much  interested  in  the  peasantry  had  very  great 
hopes  as  to  the  methods  that  would  be  adopted  towards  that  pur¬ 
pose.  I  have  therefore  looked  into  the  budget  from  that  point  of 
view  and  I  have  thought  that  these  are  the  particular  departments 
which  deal  with  the  agriculturists.-  Agriculture,  Co-operation,  Indu¬ 
stries,  Public  Health,  Sanitation  and  Protective  Irrigation.  The 
amounts  that  are  budgetel  for  these  departments  altogether 
amount  to  Rs.  9,92,000  odd.  Comparing  tbaCamount  with  the  budget 
amounts  for  the  towns,  not  only  of  Trivandrum,  but  of  Nagercoil, 
Alleppev  and  Quilon  also,  the  amount  comes  to  Rs.  27,74,900. 
Putttng”  all  the  amounts  foi  the  uplift  of  the  rural  part  with  the 
amounts  that  are  spent  for  the  development  of  the  towns  you  find 
that  the  amount  spent  for  the  development  of  the  towns  is  about  3 
times  that  for  the  rural  population.  If  you  take  the  rural  popula¬ 
tion  and  their  need  into  consideration,  I  feel  that  it  ought  to  have 
been  reversed.  The  amount  that  ought  to  have  been  spent  for  the 
country  ought  to  have  been  27  lakhs  and  the  amount  for  the 
towns  9  lakhs.  It  .is  certainly  curious 'that  the  report  for  1111 
says  that  some  of  these  departments  have  returned  the  amounts 
that  were  given  to  them.  In  1111  the  departments  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Fisheries  and  Industries  have  returned  to  the  Treasury 

. . lakhs  of  rupees.  Not  to  remain  behind 

the  Education  Department  has  made  a  saving  of  Rs  1-15  lakhs. 
The  most  curious  thing  of  all  is  that  out  of  the  amount  of  Rs  1 0,000 
given  to  the  Protector  of  the  Depressed  Classes  he  has  spent  only 
Rs  8,383  making  a  saving  of  Rs  1.617  for  the  Department.  This 
seems  to  ba  very  strange.  We  from  the  floor  of  the  House  say  again 
and  again  that  the  amounts  budget  ted  for  the  rural  population  are 
very  small,  that  a  comparatively  large  amount  is  being  spent  on  the 
towns,  and  yet  even  out  of  these  small  amounts  savings  are  made. 
This  reminds  me  of  the  parable  of  the  man  who  received  one  talent 
from  his  master.  He  hid  it  very  closely  under  the  ground  aud 
when  the  master  came  and  asked  for  it  he  gave  the  whole  amount- 
back.  He  did  not  get  much  approval  from  his  master  for  that  act. 
I  do  not  similarly  want  the  Heads  of  Departments  to  return  all  the 
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amounts  this  year  saying  that  the  rural  population  is  completely 
satisfied  and  happy* 

One  thing  more  iu  regard  to  that.  Whenever  a  cut  is  made, 
as  is  usual  the  cut  is  made  at  the  bottom-  I  am  told  that  when  it 
was  proposed  to  make  a  cut  for  the  Public  Works  Department, 
almost  the  first  thing  that  was  done  was  to  remove  the  Public 
Works  Section  at  Yennikulam  which  was  a  Section  particularly  in¬ 
tended  for  the  rural  population.  This  seems  to  be,  Sir,  a  rather 
hard  method  of  dealing  with  the  rural  population  of  this  country, 

Another  thing  is  that  as  you  go  from  place  to  place  you  hear 
of  great  complaints  from  the  rural  population  about  getting  loans 
from  Government  such  as  the  agricultural  loans,  the  industrial 
loans  and  other  loans.  What  is  the  difficulty  that  these  poor 
people  E eel?  They  say  that  they  have  got  to  wait  at  the  doors  of 
one  person  after  anoiher  to  get  these  loans.  With  the  strict  valu¬ 
ation  of  property  and  the  difficulty  to  get  the  loans,  it  is  not  possi¬ 
ble  for  them  to  make  proper  use  of  the  loans  which  Government 
have  kindly  proposed  to  give  the  people.  I  am  glad,  Sir,  that  in 
one  of  your  speeches  you  have  said-  that  corruption  should  be 
stopped.  Those  of  us  who  argue  on  that  point  cannot  give  evi¬ 
dence  before  you  as  if  io  were  in  a  court.  So  long  as  the  law  re¬ 
mains  as  it  is,  the  man  who  offers  a  bribe  and  the  man  who  takes  a 
bribe  are  equally  culpable  and  why  should  this  man  who  goes  from 
man  to  man  and  who  bribes  one  man  after  another  include  one  more 
penalty  for  his  act  ?  You  cannot  expect,  Sir,  that  a  man  like  that 
will  venture  to  do  that.  I  plead  that  if  corruption  in  the  country 
must  be  stopped  it  must  be  ou  the  basis  that  the  people  must  be 
free  to  report  to  yon  what  they  feel  to  be  their  difficulty,  Now,  it 
may  be  said  that  the  large  amounts  that  are  spent  on  the  indu¬ 
strialisation  of  the  country  indirectly  help  the  people.  I  feel  that 
to  a  certain  extent  it  may  be  true.  Looking  ahead  the  scheme  for 
the  industrialisation  of  the  country  will  be  valuable  for  the  people 
of  the  country.  But  if  it  is  to  be  really  valuable,  you  must  have, 
Sir,  an  efficient  service.  If  we  look  into  the  failures  of  any  of 
these  schemes,  the  Kubber  Factory  or  the  suger  trust,  we  will  see 
that  this  is  because  the  service  has  not  been  efficient.  No  Dewan 
however  well-intentioned  he  may  be,  and  no  Government  however 
helpful  it  wants  to  be,  can  really,  carry. out  its  purpose -if  it  is  handi. 
capped  by  a  set  of  inefficient  men.  I.  believe  that  much  of  the  • 
complaint  on  this  communal  question  would  have  been  saved  if  we 
are  absolutely  satisfied  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  men  at  the  head. 
If  you  had  a  really  efficient  man  to  r.un  the.  Kubber  Factory  and  if- 
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he  developed  it,  we  would  not  have  been  faced  with  a  deficit.  We 
got  somebody  from  outside  for  this  purpose  and  we  found  that 
things  were  not  alright.  It  is  efficiency  we  want.  We  always  have 
a  kind  of  suspicion  when  we  hear  that  yau  are  getting  your  man 
from  London  or  from  somewhere  else.  That  is  because  the  man 
who  was  in  charge  of  the  Rubber  Factory  has  not  made  it  a 
success.  We  hope,  Sir,  that  the  men  whom  you  invite  to  this 
country  will  not  be  of  this  type.  If  you  will  excuse  me  Sir,  I  will 
take  an  analogy  from  English  history.  I  was  reading  the  other  day 
a  comparison  between  the  Tudor  period  and  the  Stewart  period. 
It  is  said  that  the  Tudor  Sovereigns  on  the  whole  we rp  inferior  in 
point  of  intelligence  and  capacity  to  the  Stewart  kings.  But  their 
failure  was  absolutely  due  to  the  fact  that  they  were  unfortunately 
not  able  to  secure  the  services  of  very  able  men.  The  Tudor  kings 
perhaps  with  the  exception  of  Queen  Elizabeth  were  fortunate  in 
securing  better  and  more  capable  men.  If  you  will  attend  to  this 
one  fact,  I  believe  that  much  of  this  discussion  of  the  question- of 
communal  representation  might  have  been  saved. 

I  may  be  permitted  also  to  speak  a  few  words  on  the  Univer¬ 
sity  question’ and  on  transport.  I  have  always  stood  for  watyou 
call  the  nationalisation  of  industries.  Sir,  you  said  you  want  to 
nationalise  particular  types  of  industries.  I  may  say,  Sir,  that  I 
am  in  favour  of  nationalisation  of  all  types  of  industries.  Ire- 
member  that  at  one  time  the  capitalists  in  this  country  gave 
dividends  of  80  and  8'5  per  -cent.  But  considering  the  question  of 
wages  I  have  felt  *ba-t  it  was  difficult  for  the  labourers  who  get  4 
annas  even  to  get  6  annas,  while  80  and  85  per  cent,  dividends  were 
distributed,  to  the  shareholders.  The  State  need  not  be  entirely 
democratic  if  it  wants  nationalisation,  but  I  have  sometimes  felt 
that  if  the  State  wants  nationalisation  to  succeed,  it  must  have  a 
very  efficient  service.  If  Russia  succeeds  in  -  nationalisation  it  is 
because  Stalin  is  very  strict  oil' his  subordinates,  it  is  because  Stalin 
would  not  admit  of  inefficiency  in  any  department. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  whatever  be  the  nationalisation  that  is 
attempted,  it  will  be  taken  in  hand  by  efficient  people  and  that 
the  profit  would  ultimately  go  not  to  the  towns  but  to  the  rural 
population  and  the  workers  and  labourers  of  the  country. 

Then  about  the  university.  I  accept  the  principle  of  establi¬ 
shing  a  university  in  Travancore  as  an  ideal.  The  main  difficulty 
is  whether  it  would  be  possible  for  Travancore  ro  have  a  university 
with  the  reputation  and  the  recognition  which  it  ought  to  have. 
You  say,  Sir,  that  it  is  going  to  be  a  specialised  type  of  university 
with  special  attention  to  the  technical  department.  I  am  surprised 
to  find  from  the  report  that— as. if  it  were  a  start  for  a  technical 
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departmant — the  manual  training  in  the  Training  College  and  the 
primary  schools  ai  e  abolished.  The  Financial  Secretary  in  his  re- 
port  says  that  a  little  saving  has  been  made  by  abolishing  the 
manual  training  school  in  the  Training  College  and  in  the  Ver¬ 
nacular  schools.  What  is  more,  a  departmental  man  has  been  sent 
out  to  study  the  introduction  of  technical  subjects  in  the  first  form 
of  the  English  Schools.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out  what  he 
has  done.  If  you  abolish  the  training  classes  in  the  vernacular 
schools  and  if  you  make  a  small  beginning  in  the  first  form  with  a 
gentleman  who  has  not  even  visited  a  few  of  our  aided  schools,  I 
do  not  know  how  a  big  edifice  can  be  built  upon  such  a  slender 
foundation.  I  have  heard  that  in  Arqercia  they  erect  buildings  60 
storeys  high  beginning  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  But  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  so  here.  I  think  that  the  special 
officer  must  be  deputed  to  look  into  this  part  of  the  question, 
namely,  the  recorganisation  of  the  technical  subjects  betore  the' 
University  question  is  taken  up.  I  accept  the  principle  of  the 
University  but  I  believe  that  the  foundation  must  be  made  firm  be¬ 
fore  it  is  started. 

I  wish  to  speak  a  word  about  the  Excise  Department.  The 
Excise  Commissiouer  says  in  his  report  that  the  policy  of  the  Ex¬ 
cise  Department  is  the  gradual  attainment  of  prohibition  and  the 
Excise  Commissioner  has  adopted  certain  methods  to  realise  that 
policy.  But  I  cannot  get  the  impression  that  these  methods  will 
achieve  the  desired  effects.  If  prohibition  should  be  introduced 
gradually  in  the  country,  these  are  not  the  methods  to  be  adopted. 
There  are  two  great  stock  arguments  against  prohibition.  One  is 
that  America  did  not  succeed  in  that.  And  the  other  is  that  Tra- 
vancore  is  a  country  where  illicit  trade  is  going  on.  America  is  not 
India  or  Travancore.  And  I  do  not  think  that  that  comparison  can 
hold  good  here.  There  is  another  thing.  The  department  com¬ 
plains  that  it  is  difficult.  I  can  understand  how  the  department 
which  cannot  stop  the  sale  of  liquor  after  the  scheduled  time  can 
carry  out  prohibition.  If  you  want  really  to  introduce  prohibition, 
why  don’t  you  first  stop  arrack  altogether.  Let  the  sale  of  arrack 
be  stopped  altogether.  Then  we  will  deal  with  toddy.  With  these 
few  words  I  resume  my  seat. 

Mrs  Aberanam  Gnanasikhamony  ( Nominated ) ;  Sir, 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  thanking  Government  for  having  given 
representation  to  women  in  both  the  Houses  of  this  Legislature  ena¬ 
bling  us  thereby  to  represent  our  feelings  and  grievances  personally 
before  Government. 

I  congratulate  the  Financial  Secretary  on  the ‘  clear  budget  he 
has  presented  to  us.  We  are  glad  to  find  that  Government  have 
made  proision  for  the  improvement  and  extension  of  the  Womens 


117 


UBNMUIi  DISCUSSION  OF  THE  BUDGET 

Hospital  at  Taikad,  for  the  appointment  of  more  Health  Nurses  and 
Midwives,  for  the  continuance  of  medical  inspection  of  schools  and 
for  rural  reconstruction.  1  wonder  whether  the  primary  schools 
are  also  included  in  this  medical  inspection.  I  understand  that 
there  is  a  rule  in  the  Excise  Department  that  liquor  shops  should 
not  be  located  within  two  furlongs  of  a  public  institution  such  as 
school  or  Church.  But  the  vicinity  of  such  arrack  and  toddy  shops 
is  not  a  healthy  example  to  the  school  going  children.  I  therefore 
entreat  the  Government  to  see  that  this  rule  is  being  enforced 
throughout  the  State.  In  the  Education  Department  there  is  a  fund 
called  the  Travancorc  Licensed  Teachers,  Providefit  Fund.  I  am 
sorry  to  find  that  the  Vernacular  School  teachers  are  denied  the  be-' 
nefit  of  such  a  fund  The  Vernacular  School  teachers  in  the  de¬ 
partmental  schools  get  pension.  But  the  teachers  in  management 
shools  are  denied  even  the  provident  fund.  These  teachers  also 
do  the  same  work  as  the  teachers  in  departmental  vernacular  schools 
.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  daring  this  regime,  the  ma¬ 
nagement  schools  and  the  vernacular  schools  will  not  receive  a  step¬ 
motherly  treatment.  The  primary  school  lays -the  foundation  of  a 
child’s  education.  In  99  per  cent  of  the  cases  the  teaching  in  pri¬ 
mary  schools  is  done  by  teachers  who  hold  the  V.  S.  L.  0.  certifi¬ 
cate.'  These  teachers  do  not  have  sufficient  background  as  to  under¬ 
stand  the  various  new  methods  of  teaching  now  in  vogue.  When 
they  awake  and  just  open  their  eyes;  the  school  year  closes.  This  sys¬ 
tem  of  one  year’s  training  course  especially  for  the  primary  school 
teachers  is  not1  at  all  sufficient.  The  teachers  are  notable  to  do  full 
justice  to  their  training.  I  therefore  request  the  Government  to 
raise  the  period  to  two  years.  With  these  remarks  I  resume  my  seat. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjwkrishna  Pillalu  Sir,  more  than  one 
speaker  in  this  House  and  elsewhere  pointed  out  as  a  very  interes¬ 
ting  feature  of  the  budget  that  has  been  presented  the  existence  of 
the  surplus.  I  have  been  listening  to  arithmetical  disquisitions  as 
to  whether  this  surplus  trill  materialise  or  not.  When  I  1  ook 
at  the  budget,  the  most  interesting  thing  I  find  about  it  is  not  so 
much  the  surplus  or  according  to  some  members  a  deficit,  but’. the 

most  serious,  significant  and  important  feature  of  oar  finances. is 
that  our  revenues  have  definitely  become  inelastic  and  our*  expen¬ 
diture  is  growing  if  we  are  to  meet  the  progressive  needs  of.  the  ad¬ 
ministration.  The  main  question  that  ought  to  face  those  people 
who  want  to  give  constructive  suggestions  for  the  administration  of 
the  State  is  how  this  difficulty  can  be  tided  over.  Sir,  l  find  that 
in  spite  ol  the  fairly  large  surplus  and  the  peak  point  of  revenue, 
our  revenue  side  is  not  as  elastic  as  it  should  be.  We  have. to  find 
out  sources  by  which  we  must  augment  our  revenue..  No  Iiegis- 
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lature,  no  democracy  for  that  matter,  likes  an  enhancement  of 
taxation  even  if  it  were  possible.  In  Travanoove  it  may  be  said 
safely  that  the  agriculturist  who  pays  for  the  cost  of  the  admini¬ 
stration  is  not  able  to  bear  any  further  increase  to  liis  burden.  We 
have  to  find  out  new  sources.  And  I  must  say  Government  have 
been  at  it  and  have  now  launched  upon  a  scheme  of  nationalisation 
of  transport  with  a  view  to  get  a  source  of  revenue  which  will  be 
expanding.  When  that  question  is  taken  up,  vested  interests  are 
against  it.  Government  will  have  to  face  them.  1  can  understand 
the  vested  interests  opposing  the  scheme,  because  it  affects  their 
pocket.  But  the  thing  I  cannot  understand  is  people  who  talk  on 
the  pretext  that  they  are  supporting  the  interests  of  the  common 
tax  payer  saying  that  this  is  not  a  scheme  which  is  liked  by  the  public, 
that  it  is  not  in  the  interests  of  the  public-  With  regard  to  the 
starting  of  any  scheme,  it  may  be  said  that  because  Government 
failed  with  regard  to  the  sugars  or  the  rubber  factory,  they  will 
fail  in  every  undertaking  that  they  take  up.  That  is  a  pessimistic 
view  of  things  with  which  we  cannot  progress  at  all.  If  we  think 
in  that  way  it  will  all  be  gloom  and  no  sunshine.  But  we  have  to 
find  out  some  means  for  meeting  the  cost  of  a  progressive  admini¬ 
stration.  What  are  the  suggestions  for  that  purpose  ?  Govern¬ 
ment,  after  all,  is  functioning  for  the  people.  If  you  recognise 
that  as  the  fundamental  principle  of  all  administrations  you  have 
got  the  responsibility  to  suggest  alternative  schemes  of  taxation. 
Government  must  be  carried  on.  What  is  the  most  equitable  tax 
that  we  can  point  out  ?  Not  that  I  am  finding  fault  with  anybody 
who  has  criticised  the  Transport  scheme-but  let  nobody  say  that 
he  is  objecting  to  this  scheme  on  behalf  of  the  public  or  the 
labourers. 

I  can  under, stand  the  objection  made,  if  it  is  frankly  stated  that 
it  is  on  behalf  of  the  vested  interests. 

I  wish  to  suggest  one  other  industry  which  the  Government 
may  take  up  to  augment  their  resources' — I  mean  the  salt  industry. 
That  is  one  of  those  industries  which  the  Government  ought  to 
nationalise,  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  one  of  those  industries  from 
which  a  profit  can  be  assured  without  any  chance  of  failure.  For, 
the  profit  is  made  on  account  nf  the  power  of  Government,  on 
account  of  the  fact  that  the  Government  fixes  the  price  of  salt  by 
which  a  licensee  is  allowed  to  sell  it.  In  other  words,  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  by  imposing  a  price  derive  a  small  profit  from  their  share  of 
salt.  I  think,  when  the  period  of  license  is  over,,  the  Government 
must  consider  the  question  ,of  taking  over  the  supply  of  salt  and 
making  profits  from  this  industry  which  is  a  sure  source  of  income 
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to  Government.  So  also  in  the  case  o£  the  minerals  to  which  the 
Dewan  in  his  speech  alluded  to  the  other  day.  I  think,  more  than 
the  minerals,  more  than  any  other  industry,  the  salt  industry  is  the 
one  in  which,  the  Government  can  directly  and  legitimately  enter 
into  and  make  profits.  On  a  rough  calculation,  I  find,  even  as 
things  are,  even  as  the  manufacture  goes  at  present,  which  is  very 
inefficient  and  about  which  there  has  been  a  loud  and  real  com¬ 
plaint,  if  the  Government  ‘would  take  up,  and  nationalise  that  in¬ 
dustry  and  manufacture  salt  in  the  proper  way,  they  will  get  some¬ 
thing  between  Ks-  9  &  10  lakhs  more  than  the  revenue  they  now 
get,  by  way  of  imposition  of  duty  on  that  industry.  This  is  a 
question  on  which  the  Government  have  to  enter  into,  because,  it  is 
an  absolutely  justifiable  step. 

One  should  not  be  lulled  into  a  sense  of  security  by  saying  that 
this  year’s  surplus  is  a  largo  surplus.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  as  one 
looks  at  the  Budget,  one  is  faced  with  the  iuelastic  nature  of  our 
revenues  and  when  we  consider  the  various  problems  that  we  have 
to  tackle  we  have  to  consider  our  sources  of  revenue.  As  my  hon¬ 
ourable  friend  Mr.  Kuruvila  pohited  out,  the  immediate  problem 
for  the  Government  is  to  devote  their  attention  to  the  rural  popu¬ 
lation.  How  much  money  is  wanted  to  ameliorate  their  condition  ? 
How  can  that  money  be  found  ?  The  Government  have  to  find  a 
source  of  revenue  which  will  be  very  necessary  for  meeting  the 
needs  of  a  progressive  administration.  I  particularly  want  to  sug¬ 
gest  to  Government  and  they  must  also  make  it  absolutely  clear  and 
beyond  a  shadow  of  doubt,  that  they  have  to  cut  down  the  expen¬ 
diture  to  the  margin  of  efficiency.  Because,  if  the  Government  want 
to  take  public  opinion  with  them  as  to  the  necessity  of  further  tax¬ 
ation,  or  for  enhancement  of  the  revenue,  to  convince  a  growing 
democracy,  to  get  real  co-operation,  the  people  must  be  made  to 
understand  beyond  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  the  Government  are  hus¬ 
banding  their  resources  most  carefully  by  eliminating  waste  -  where- 
ever  possible  and  by  spending  money  at  the  margin  of  efficiency. 
It  is  not  enough  for  the  Government  to  say  that  they  have  reduced 
the  expenditure  to  the  minimum.  They  must  say  that  they  are  not 
spending  a  pie  more  than  it  is  absolutely  necessary.  That  position 
has  to  be  made  absolutely  clear,  because,  a  good  deal  of  the  consent 
and  co-operation  of  the  people  depend*  upon  psychology.  That 
favourable  psychology  can  be  brought  about  if  the  Government  are 
able  to  eliminate  the  suspicion  that  may  exist  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  without  a  foundation,  or  on  account  of  very  scanty  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  the  matter. 

Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  repeat  many  of  the  arguments  that  have 
been  touched  upon.  But  I  may  be  failing  in  my  duty,  and  I 


120  THE  TBAVANCORE  BBI  GHITEA  STATE  COUNCIL.  [7'i'H  AUGUST  1937, 


[Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai.] 

would  not  be  frank  to  myself  if  I  did  not  congratulate  the  Financial 
Secretary  on  his  very  lucid  and  frank  statement  on  the  Budget. 
Sir  we  who  have  been  accustomed  to  the  budgets  of  previous  years, 
know,  what  a  relief  it  is  to  read  the  Budget  speech  for  the  year  1 113. 
Before  the  honourable  members  think  of  criticising  the  Financial 
Secretary,  they  must  look  at  the  previous  budgets  when  they  will 
find  the  difference.  What  a  frank  statement  we  have  got?  The 
Financial  Secretary  can  well  afford  to  be  frank,  because,  1  say  that 
after  having  carefully  looked  into  the  budget,  and  after  having  had 
some  experience  of  looking  at  it  rather  critically,  I  must  counter  the 
statement  that  has  been  made  by  my  friend  on  the  other  side  — I 
mean  Mr-  Korah,  who  said  that  the  finances  of  our  State 
are  not  sound.  Nobody  who  looks  into  the  Budget, 
who  looks  into  the  assets  and  liabilities  and  the  clear  sta¬ 
tement  as  presented  by  the  Financial  Secretary,  can  lightly  say  that 
the  finances  of  the  State  are  not  sound,  not  absolutely  sound.  Sir, 
the  lie  direct  to  that  accusation  has  been  given. by  the  subscription 
of  hard-headed  business  men  to  the  loan  that  was  floated  by  the 
Government.  Therefore  there  is  no  necessity  for  considering  the 
statement  which  has: been  made  without  sufficient  responsibility  that 
the  finances  of  the 'State  of  Travaucore  are  not  sound.  The  Finan¬ 
cial  Secretary  who  knows  the  details  of  the  Budget:  also  knows  that 
the  people  outside  the  State  will  look  into  it  critically.  I  cannot  ac- 
cept!the  pronouncement  of  Mr.  Korah-  It  is  not  fair,  it  is  not  right 
to  make  wild  allegations  without suffie’ent  data  that  the  finances  of 
the  State  are  not  sound.  That  is  not  the  responsibility  expected 
of  this  House-  That  is  not  the  way  in  which  this  House  should 
pass  criticisms. 

Another  statement  was  also  made  by  Mr.  Korah  regarding  the 
communal  question.  I  am  loath  .to  touch  that  question  or  discuss 
‘it.  But  when  facts  are  misrepresented  either  wolf  ully  or  for  want 
of  information,  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of  this  House 
to  correct  it.  It  has  been  stated,  1  was  astounded  to  hear,  that.no 
appointment  was  given  to  the  members  of  thej  unrepresented  com¬ 
munity  since  the  appointment  of  the  Public  Service  Commissioner, 
Sir,  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  stated  elsewhere,  quite  autho¬ 
ritatively -that  about  two  thousand  appointments  were  recommended 
by  him  to  Government  and  the  Government  had  accepted  all  those 
two  thousand  nominations  and  those  appointments  were  brought 
into  effect.  Can  anybody  in  the  face  of  such  an  authoritative  state¬ 
ment  light-heartedly  say  that  not  a  single  appointment  has  been 
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made  from  among  the  unrepresented  communities  since  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  ?  In  other  word?,  can  it 
bo  said  that  no  member  from  the  un-represented  community  got  a  job 
after  the  formation  of  the  office  of  the  Public  Service  Commissioner, 
They  are  statements  which  may  be  good  enough  for  platforms  to 
misguide  the  innocent  people,  but  they  arc  not  the  sort  of  statement 
that  should  he  made  in  a  honourable  House  like  this  when  we  have 
the  authority  of  the  statements  made  by  persons  who  are  competent 
to  make  such  statements.  1  think,  Sir,  that  such  statements  ought 
not  to  be  made  in  a  light  hearted  way. 

I  want  to  discuss  at  some  length  regarding  certain  schemes 
for  Travail  core  which  have  been  adverted  to  by  some  of  my  friends. 
No  doubt  these  questions  have  been  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  very  prominently,  because,  they  are  things  with  which 
the  people  and  their  representatives  are  legitimately  interested  at 
this  juncture.  One  point  has  been  made  by  some  speakers,  rather 
a  technical  point  I  should  consider,  that  the  House  has  not  been 
consulted  regarding  these  questions  before  the  Government  launch¬ 
ed  upon  them-  Sir,  if  it  were  a  fact,  if  it  were  in  substance  true, 
I  would  have  been  one  of  the  first  to  take  objection.  Let  us  take 
the  question  of  a  University  for  Travancore.  The  question 
whether  Travancore  should  have  a  University  or  not  is  not  a  new 
one-  It  was  a  question  that  was  engaging  the  attention  of  the  en¬ 
lightened  public  of  Travancore  for -the  last  25  years.  If  I  remem¬ 
ber  right  the  idea  that  there  should  be  a  University  for  Travancore 
has  been  mooted  in  -a  former  Legislative  Council  by  a  non-official 
member.  It  was  not  carried  by  a  majority  of  the  House,  but  it 
was  accepted  by  Government.  On  the  suggestion  made  by  the  non- 
offieia]  member  and  after  a  full  considei  ation  and  discussion,  that 
proposition  was  accepted  by  Government,  and  the  Government 
appointed  a  Committee  and  the  Committee  reported.  These 
are  all  facts  known  to  public  men  in  Travancore,  known 
to  people  who  have  been  living  with  their  eyes  -wide  open. 
It  is  not  at  all  a  new  question  to  be  decided  by  a  few 
people  formally  called  together.  Whether  Travancore  should  -have 
a  University  or  not  is  what  the  Government  have  decided.  The 
nature  of  the  University  and  the  details  of  it  have  not  yet  :been 
decided.  The  only  question  that  the  Government  have  decided  is 
that  Travancore  must  have  a  University.  In  regard  to  this  I  am 
sure,  the  Government  have  made  the  assurance  that  if  and  when  a 
University  is  made  and  the  details  are  worked  out,  the  people,  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  and  all  interests  concerned,  will  be 
consulted  and  their  opinions  taken.  Now  it  seems  to  me  the  criti¬ 
cism  is  the  other  wa}?.  Why  did  not  the  Government  hying  all 
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these  things  before  the  House  in  the  form  of  a  draft  bill?  That 
would  be  doing  exactly  the  opposite  of  what  the  honourable  mem¬ 
ber  who  criticised  the  scheme  is  desiring-  In  a  draft  bill,  the 
details  will  be  more  or  less  in  a  solidified  condition,  and  it  will  be 
very  difficult  to  modify  those  things  by  amendments.  That  will  be 
prejudging  the  opinion  of  this  House.  There  have  been  various 
questions  like  this,  on  which  the  Government  have  taken  the 
opinion  of  the  people.  Let  him  who  says  that  there  need  not  be  a 
University  for  Travancore  collect  information  with  regard  to  that 
question  If  he  says  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  University,  at 
this  juncture,  I  must  say  that  he  has  not  valued  the  earnings  of 
the  people  of  the  t'tate  for  the  last  25  years.  He  has  not  under¬ 
stood  the  conditions  in  which  he  is  living.  He  is  not  aware  of  the 
passing  of  the  Government  of  India  Act  and  the  section  dealing 
with  education  which  makes  it  a  Federal  subject,  and  therefore  it  is 
imperative  for  Government  to  evolve  a  University  scheme  of  their 
own. 

President :  The  honourable  member  has  only  two  minutes 

Mr.  Kottur  iKunjukrishna  Pillai :  Sir,  both  the  shape 
and  form  of  the  Madras  University  hereafter  will  be  changed. 
Everything  will  be  guided  by  the  Federal  legislature  in  which  what 
representation  we  have  is  well-known.  Whether  a  University  is 
necessary  or  not  is  to  he  decided  by  the  size  of  the  territory  in 
which  it  is  located.  That  question  has  to  be  decided  on  various 
other  considerations.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  ground  on  which 
this  proposal  can  be  attacked.  Least  of  all  the  technical  ground  of 
not  consulting  the  House  beforehand.  It  is  easy  to  rouse  up  the 
feelings  of  the  House  by  saying  that  they  have  not  been  consulted, 
that  they  have  not  been  cared  for  and  so  on.  But  it  should  not  be 
done  without  a  basis.  I  think,  Sir,  with  regard  to  a  University 
that  charge  cannot  be  levelled. 

I  am  thankful  to  the  honourable  member  who  spoke  before 
me  and  I  must  express  that  before  I  sit  down,  I  refer  to 
Mr.  Kuruvila—  regarding  the  question  of  efficiency.  I  think  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  what  he  said. 

The  clamour  for  communal  representation  gains  point  and  gets 
the  appearance  of  a  grievance,  because  the  paramount  question  of 
efficiency  has  not  always  been  kept  in  view  in  the  matter  cf 
appointments.  If  the  paramount  question  of  efficiency  is  not 
always  kept  as  the  sole  criterion  for  appointments  it  is  very  legiti- 
■  mate  to  say  that  appointments  can  be  made  on  some  other  basis. 


As  Mr.  Kuruvilu  poinled  out,  all  people  who  urn  lor  (he  welfare  nl 
the  State,  for  the  most  efficient  service  at  the  minimum  cosi,  will 
stand  by  efficiency.  Government  must  pay  pirn  ieular  attention  to 
the  words  he  has  uttered  regarding  the  question  of  efficiency.  All 
our  success  depends  upon  it. 

Mr-  Hajee  Hassan  YacoobSa|t:  taros®*®  aKiou 
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asmsanosnim.ieortsil  (snjoatuca.oc^'’lsB0  §ooj  <e>sf]cp)a-r>rg)o  Gai 
coormlctsi  ooso_jo<Bc96i5n§«3iosno0.  a_i^3/loJO(TU(o5  fflaarxs^o  goaice.0 
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Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai :  Sir,  I  congratulate  the 
Financial  Secretary  for  the  excellent  surplus  Budget  he  has  pre¬ 
sented  tons.  As-the  honourable  member  Mr.  Kuiijiikrishna  Pillai 
has  pointed  out  the.  Budget  which  the  Financial  Secretary  has 
presented  this  year  is- really  a  vast  improvement  over  the  previous 
years’  Budget.  He  has  explained  every  point,  how  the  various  items 
have  been  classified  and  if  there  is  an  expectation  of  an  increase  of 
revenue  the  basis  for  such  expectations.  Specific  instance  is  worth 
mentioning  in  this  connection.  During  the  discussion  of  the  Budget 
for  1110,  I  asked  explanation  from  the  then  FI.  Secretary  the  reason 
for  the  actual  fall  in  1109and  the  anticipated  increase  for  1110.  The 
answer  was  that  there  was  a  fall  of  such  an  amount  and  that  lie 
expected  to  receive  that  amount  in  1110.  The  present  Financial 
Secretary  does  not  give  any  room  for  such  doubts  or  suspicious. 
He  opens  his  heart  to  us  and  clearly  gives  explanation  for  every 
anticipation.  Ihe  most  important  and  pleasing  feature  of  the 
Budget  is  this.  The  Government  after  making  adequate  provision 
for  nation,  building  activities,  for  schemes  of  public  utility  and 
lasting  benefit  to  the  public,  have  not  taxed  additionally  the  poor 
agriculturists.  That  is  the  point  which  is  most  gratifying.  Whether 
in  the  matter  of  sanitation,  medical  relief  or  other  things  affecting 
the  welfare  of  the  peasants,  we  have  been  amply  provided  for 
and  yet  without  resorting  to  any  fresh  taxation.  I  congratu¬ 
late  the  Government  and  the  Financial  Secretary  for  such 
an  achievement.  How  is  this  achieved?  By  vigorously 
pursuing  the  campaign  against  smuggling  and  the  evasion  of  the 
payment  of  income  tax.  This  har.  been  pointed  out  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  1  myself  had  pointed  out  this  to  Government  and  they 
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have  not  been  paj-ing  proper  attention.  Lakhs  and  lakhs  of  rupees 
have  been  lost  by  Government  on  that  account.  1  congratulate  the 
Government  and  the  Financial  Secretary  for  the  bold  venture.  The 
Financial  Secretary  asked  for  co-operation  in  this  matter-  Any  one. 
who  has  got  the  interests  of  the  Agriculturists  will  certainly  co¬ 
operate  with  him.  The  Budget  is  indicative  of  a  general  admini  - 
trative  and  Financial  policy  of  the  Government  What  is  the  future 
programme  ?  In  a  discussion  of  the  Budget  we  are  discussing  the 
financial  and  administrative  policy  of  the  Government.  But  in 
discussing  that  policy,  the  test  that  has  to  be  applied  is  whether  it 
js  calculated  to  improve  the  material  and  moral  needs  of  the  people, 
how  far  it  serves  the  needs  of  the  people  ?  That  is  the  standard  to 
be  applied.  The  future  programme  as  laid  down  in  the  Budget  is 
to  implicitly  try  to  carry  out  faithfully  the  message  of  His  Most 
•Gracious  Highness  the  Maharaja  communicated  to  us  at  the  opening 
of  this  Reformed  Legislature. 

This  is  the  message 

“There  is  need  tor  a  wide  outlook  and  a  patriotism  that  transcends 
temporary  and  accidental  barriers  of  birth  and  creed  and  to  bring 
about  rehabilitation  of  our  agriculture  and  the  development  of  our 
industries  and  the  genera]  levelling  up  of  our  standards  with  a  view 
to  secure  for  our  People  the  peace  and  prosperity  t-hat  are  the  aim 
as  well  as  the  justification  of  all  Governments.” 

With  a  firm  determination  to  implicitly  carry  out  this  noble 
ideal  Government  have  launched  upon'sehemes  which  are  calculated 
to  improve  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  State-  We  have  also  get 
the  speech  of  the  Dewan  made  at  the  Joint  Session  of  the  Legislature 
supplementing  and  explaining  the  speech  of  the  Financial  Secretary. 
From  that  speech  the  future  policy  of  Government  is  very  clear.  The 
prosperity  and  welfare  of.  the  country  can  only  be  secured  side  by 
side  with  industrial  expansion  and  industrial  progress.  The  further 
statement  is  the  most  appealing  and  that  is  that  the  lot  of  the  agri¬ 
culturists  can  never  be  improved  without  subsidiary  cottage  indus¬ 
tries.  This  is  a  point  that  has  very  much  appealed  to  me* 

I  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  even  persons  holding  10  and  12 
acres  of  land  cannot  get  sufficient  yield  to  meet  their  expenses. 
Unless  subsidiary  cottage  industries  are  developed,  there  is  no 
salvation  for  the  agriculturists.  It  is  with  a  view  to  secure  this 
object  that  the  Government  have  come  forward  with  the  University 
Scheme.  That  scheme  is  calculated  to  secure  to  the  country  the 
impetus  for  industry.  Under  the  existing  University  System  we 
are  getting  educated  men  unfit  for  any  other  work  except  for 
Government!  job.  They  have  not  got  the  impetus  for  manual  work. 
Under  the  new  scheme  of  the  University  the  object  is  to  give  special 
training  for  industrial  development  and  industrial  expansion.  If 
that  is  the  object,  I  am  sure  your  ambition  to  raise  Travancore  to 
the  level  of  Japan  by  improving  the  cottage  industries  will  be 
Vol.  X.  No.  s. 
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realised.  We  do  not  want  the  type  of  University  that  we  were 
having  till  now.  Jt  is  not  sufficient  to  start  industrial  enterprises 
here  and  there.  Unless  our  young  men  get  that  impetus,  there  is 
no  salvation.  It  is  that  aspect  which  has  to  be  emphasised  and  whidi 
our  University  should  strive  at.  It  is  very  easy  to  criticise  the 
speech  of  the  Financial  Secretary.  But  it  is  very  difficult  to  suggest 
constructive  schemes.  The  responsibility  lies  m  us.  Ihe 


problem  at  the  pres 


;  time  is  how  to  increase  the  income  of  -the 


State.  The  Head  of  the  Administration,  a  man  with  ripe  ex¬ 
perience  and  knowledge  of  the  countries  in  and  outside  the  Empire 
has  given  us  advice.  He  is  there  to  guide  us.  We  will  follow  him 
and  trust  him.  He  has  sufficiently  explained  once-or  twice  in  his., 
address,  how  he  is  going  to  work  it  up. 

Therefore,  I  appeal  to  the  honourable  members  to  heartily . 
co-operate  with  him  in  working  out  the  schemes.  Sir,  there  is  also 
another  aspect  of  the  budget.  We  have  seen  an  all-round  expansion 
and  improvement  and  any  one  who  compares  the  present  condition 
of  things  with  the  past  will  surely  be  struck  with  the  great  improve¬ 
ments  brought  about  in  our  State.  But  one  sad  feature  in  the 
budget  is  the  absence  of  provisions  for  the  relief  of  poor  agricul¬ 
turists.  Sir,  in  your  address  you  stated  that  the  land  revenue 
problem  is  one  of  the  most  pressing  problems  and  in  Travancorr. 
there  is  a  great  inequality  in  the  matter  of  taxation-  About  this 
inequality  of  taxation  I  have  been  again  and  again  urging  upon  the 
attention  of  Government  for  the  last  ten  years  that  taxation  -in 
Nanjinad  is  extremely  high  compared  with  the  other  parts  of  .the 
State.  After  the  late  Honourable  liamaiengar  you  are  the  first 
Dewan  to  boldly  recognise  this  fact. 

President :  The  Honourable  Member  has  two  minutes  more. 

Mr.V.S.  Arumnkham  PiHai :  I  request  you  Sir,  that  some 
suitable  remedy  may  be  found  out  to  relieve  the  pioor  agriculturists 
of  It  an  jin  ad  from  the  heavy  burden  of  over-taxation  and  thus,  do 
away  with  the  inequalities  in  the  matter  of  assessment  of  tax  in' 
Travancore.  You  suggested  Sir,  that  as  a  remedy  you  propose  to 
reorganise  the  scheme  of  taxation  on  the  basis  of  income  tax.  I 
submit  Sir,  that  is  a  very  fair  and  equitable  proposal  and  I  appeal 
to  you  that  immediate  effect  may  be  given  to  it.  I  would  be  failing 
iii  my  duty  if  I  don’t  touch  upon  the  Transport  Scheme. 

■On  xhe  principle  that  Transport  is  one  of  ihe  items  of  public 
utilities  I. accept  the  Scheme.  In  this  connection  I  may  say  that 
certain  mis-statements  and  misapprehensions  have  been  given  rise 
to  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  compensation  to  deserving  indrwi--1 
dual  bus  owners  and  as  regards  the  absorption  of  their  workmen.  In 
the  interests  of  the  country  I  appeal  to  .Government  that  the  scheme 
should  be  given  effect  to  as  early  as  practicable.  We  -are  confident, 
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in  the  light  of  your  address  to  the  Joint  Session  of  the  legislatures 
and  your  other  relevant  statements,  that  there  is  no  reason  for  any 
misapprehensions.  I  plead  on  behalf  of  certain  deserving  people 
that  Government  should  give  them  due  compensation.  With  these 
Words  I  resume  my  seat. 

Mr.  N,  V.  Chacko  ( Parur ,  Kunnatnad  and  Muvattupuzha 
cunt  Devicolam )  :  The  Financial  Secretary  began  his  financial 
statement  in  the  spirit  of ,r  tickle  me  Toby  and  I  will  tickle  thee.  ”  I 
am  saying  this  because  on  page  2  of  the  Financial  Secretary's  speech 
there  is  some  grateful  complimentary  remarks  ttliich  seem  to  be  out 
of  place  in  a  financial  statement. 

On  page  10  of  the  Financial  Secretary’s  speech  it  is  seen  that 
he  has  referred  to  the  apparent  respectability  of  the  capitalists  in 
our  place.  I  don’t  know  whether  there  are  capitalists  among  the 
agriculturists  of  the  northern  frontiers  but  I  can  say  that  the 
agriculturists  there  are  really  more  respectable  than  they  appear  to 
be,.  Such  is  the  case  of  the  agriculturists  everywhere  in  the  world. 
It  is  the  Government  officials  that  are  generally  less  respectable  than 
they  appear  to  be.  The  Financial  Secretary  says  that  the  agricul¬ 
turists  of  my  place  in  North  Travancore  are  engaged  in  smuggling.  - 

President  :  No  such  Statement  seems  to  have' been  made  by 
the  Financial  Secretary.  ••• 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  Sir,  the  statement  is  not  literally 

•  quoted,  but  all  the  same  it  gives  an  implication  as  I  have  said.  I  am 
making  this  observation  with  reference  to  page  10  of  the-Fin'ajacial 
Secretary’s  speech,  Your  Honour. 

President :  The  Honourable  Member  is  forgetting-  himself 
and  thinks  that  he  is  in  a  law  court. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko:  I  beg  the  Chair’s  pardon.  Sir,  it  is 
-  stated  by  the  Financial  Secretary  that  smugglers  are  backed  up  by 
apparently  respectable  capitalists.  1  may  say,  that  it  is  not-  the 
.  ease-;  and  90  per  cent  of  the  people  there,  are  quite  honest,  loyal 
.  and  law  abiding.  Smuggling  may  be  done  in  the  dark  at  night 
.by  Certain  people.  But  ordinary  agriculturists  are  not  even  aware 

•  of  it.  What  really  happens  is  that  respectable  persons  very  often 
■atre  taken  to  task  for  smuggling.  I  may  inform  the  House  that  I 
have  no  sympathy  with  the  smugglers.  I  do  not  even  use  tobacco 
in  any- form.  •  The  ..  Financial  Secretary  says  that  the  amount  of 

.  consumption  ;o£  tobacco  per  head  in  Parur  is  only  lbs.  2  while  in 
South  Travancore  it  comes  to  10  lbs.  per  head.  He  might  as,  well 
have  said  that  the  amount  of  consumption  of  tamarind  in .  Parur 
.  is  Very  much  lets,  than  that  in  South  Travancore.  This  difference 
-.is.  due.ho  the  fact  that  the  people  of  Parur  do -  mot .  chew:  as  much 
as  those  of  South  Travancore.  Any  tobacco  that  is  smuggled 
may  not  have  been  used  in  the  frontier  areas  also. 
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President :  The  honourable  Member  is  unduly  pessimistic 
about  his  own  locality. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko:  dir,  I  am  only  stating  that  there  is 
really  a  grievance  for  our  people  there,  which  must  be  redressed, 
The  real  reason  for  the  carrying  on  of  smuggling  is  that  the  officers 
of  the  Excise  department  receive  bribes. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai  :  May  I  know  whether 
the  member  objects  to  the  compaign  against  smuggling  ? 

'  President:  Order,  Order.  The  honourable  member  will 
proceed. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  Certainly  the  strictest  action  could  be 
taken  for  preventing  smuggling  and  to  punish  the  smugglers. 
Even  if  it  be  regarded  as  big  a  crime  as  murder  I  have  no  objection 
to  it.  Another  reason  which  induces  smuggling  is  that  in  Cochin 
the  price  of  tobacco  is  very  low  while  at  the  same  time  the  price 
obtaining  in  Travancore,  is  very  high.  Therefore  it  is  not  strange 
that  some  are  tempted  to  take  to  smuggling.  It  is  something  like 
putting  a  young  man  and  a  girl  in  a  room  and  asking  them  to  be 
praying  always. 

President  :  The  honourable  member  must  kuow  when 
and  where  to  stop. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  If  these  excise  officers  did  not  accept 
bribes  it  would  be  practically  impossible  for  people  to  smuggle. 
It  is  believed  by  all  people  that  all  the  excise  officers,  (with  the 
exception  of  the  Commissioner)  from  the  Assistant  Commissioner 
to  the  peon,  receive  bribes  regularly.  This  is  not  my  own  belief 
but  it  is  the  belief  of  all  people  in  our  place.  If  you  want  to 
stop  smuggling  the  first  thing  you  should  do  is  to  stop  bribery. 

Now  about  the  Reserve  Police  who  are  stationed  at  Rama- 
mangalam  in  the  Muvattupuzha  taluk.  I  may  here  mention  one 
instance  which  will  show  how  cruel  and  wanton,  the  attacks 
they  made  on  the  respectable  citizens  of  the  locality  there.  When 
they  were  driving  the  Police  Van  along  the  public  roads  in  an 
afternoon  some  people  collected  around  it  simply  out  of  curiosity  to 
have  a  look  at  the  vehicle,  for  it  was  a  curious  specimen  of  motor 
vehicle.  All  the  people  thus  assembled  were  assaulted  all  along  in 
roads  by  the  Policemen  who  got  out  of  the  bus  for  that  purpose. 
Sir,  what  I  ask  is  could  these  people  be  taken  to  be  smugglers  ? 
They  approached  the  Police  without  any  fear  because  they  were 
really  innocent.  The  smugglers  who  had  time  to  know  of  the 
Reserve  Police  would  not  certainly  approach  the  Van.  Complaints 
were  made  by  the  aggrieved  persons,  to  the  Government,  the  District 
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Magistrate  and  to  the  Police  Commissioner  about  this,  but  the 
grievances  are  not  vet  redressed.  Now,  the  poor  people  ask,  is  there 
a  Government  in  "Travancore  after  all  ?  It  is  no  wonder  that  they 
ask  such  a  question-  When  there  is  a  charge  against  the  safety 
of  the  person  or  the  safety  of  property  it  is  certainly  the  first  and 
foremost  duty  of  Government  to  enquire  into  that-  Sir,  I  request 
yon  that  you  yourself  should  come  to  the  place  and  see  things. 
This  incident  is  repeated  in  other  places  also.  The  only  people  who 
escaped  assaults  were  the  smugglers.  All  the  respected  people 
whom  the  Reserve  Police  met  with  were  assaulted.  You.  cannot 
walk  along  the  road  with  a  lantern  in  your  hand  if  it  is  dark 
because  you  willjbe  stopped  on  the  way  and  asked  why  you  carried 
a  lantern  if  you  are  not  a  smuggler.  If  you  go  without  any  lantern 
you  will  be  asked  why  you  did  not  carry  a  lantern  if  you  are  not  a 
smuggler.  Sir,  the  agriculturists  there  have  to  wake  themselves  up 
early  in  the  morning  at  3  o’  clock  for  agricultural  purposes.  Even 
a  buffaloe  there  is  said  to  have  been  blinded  by  the  Reserve  Police. 
I  do  not  know  what  part  the  buffaloe  took  in  smuggling.  When 
■the  Police  Commissioner  came  to  the  spot  he  admitted  to  quiet  res., 
pectable  people  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  genuiness  of  the  com¬ 
plaints  and  that  he  would  punish  the  delinquents.  But  he  seems 
to  have  said  in  the  Legislative  House  that  he  was  not  satisfied 
with  them.  Sir,  what  will  even  the  smugglers  think  of  this  ?  They 
will  think  that  they  are  much  better  than  the  Police  Commissioner 
of  Travancore  in  the  matter  of  honesty.  One  important  thing  in 
Travancore  that  stauds  against  good  Government  is  that  all  adum- 
berate  cleverness  and  not  character.  It  is  character,  and  not  clever¬ 
ness  that  counts.  I  would  request  heads  of  all  departments  to  in¬ 
culcate  this  fact  in  all  their  subordinates,  They  must  teach  them 
this  lesson  not  by  precept  alone  but  by  examples  also.  Sir.  even 
one  Jenmi  was  abducted  from  the  public  road  and  taken  to  the 
Reserve  Police  quarters  and  made  to  sign  papers  denying  facts 
which  are  patently  true.  He  had  telegraphed  about  the  high¬ 
handedness  c£  the  Reserve  Police  to  the  Dewan  and  other  authori¬ 
ties.  It  was  therefore  that  he  was  made  to  sign  papers  against 
truth  by  intimidating  him.  The  Jenmi  complained  to  the  District 
.  Magistrate  about  this  and  that  complaint  was  published  in  the 
papers.  If  Nambuthiri  Jenmies  are  treated  like  this  what  would  be 
the  fate  of  the  poor  agriculturists?  With  regard  to  the  Reserve 
Police  stationed  at  Ramamangalam  in  the  Muvattupuzha  taluk,  the 
first  thing  that  I  want  from  Government  is  that  these  incidents 
should  not  be  repeated.  Thenjjustiee  should  be  done  to  the  aggrieved 
persons.  I  take  strong  objection  to  the  statement  by  the  Financial 
Secretary  implying  that  the  people  in  Northern  Frontier  parts  of 
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Travancore  are  only  apparently  respectable.  All  tile  subjects  of 
His  Highness  the  Maharaja  in  the  Northern  Frontier  parts  of;  Ira- 
vancore  are  really  respectable  and  law  abiding.  Smuggrarg  is  alko 
referred  to  as  a  nefarious  practice.  To  buy  tobacco  from  Cochin  and 
to  sell  it  in  Travancore  is  only  a  technical  offence.  It  does  not  iff* 
valve  any  wickedness. 

President:  Nefarious,  in  Latin,  only  means  what;  'cannot 
be  done  ;  ‘fas’  and  ‘nefas’  mean  what  can  and  what  cannot.be 
done. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko:  I  referred  to  the  Concise  Oxford 
English  Dictionary  and  there  it  is  stated  that  'nefarious’'  means 
‘iniquitous’  or  ‘wicked’.  (Lcnighttr.) 

President :  That  i*only  the  secondary  meaning. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  Sir,  it  has  already  been  suggested  thart 
the  salaries  of  our  officers  must  be  reduced.  '  Hitherto,  whenever 
that  suggestion  was  made,  the  Government  used  to  reply  that  the 
salaries  in  British  India  were  huge  and  that  the  salaries  hare  were 
■comparatively  low.  But,  now,  the  salaries  in  British  India  are  bet- 
coming  very  low.  Therefore,  we  also  can  very  well  think  c£ 
reducing  the  salaries  here.  At  the  same  time,  I  would  request- rhfri 
■the  pay  of  officers  of  the  lower  grades  should  be  increased,  ) 

This  subject  takes  me  on  to  the  question  of  communal  represen¬ 
tation  which  1  wanted  to  avoid  referring  to.  Anyhow,  some  of'  my 
friends  have  already  raised  that  question,  and  I  also  will  speak  a 
word  or  two  about  it. 

It  has  been  stated  here  today  that,  according  to  traditions  atid 
ancestry,  certain  communities'  had  naturally  been  given  more  of 
Government  appointments. 

Mr.  K  R.  Elenkath .  A  word  of  personal  explanation,  Sir. 
What  I  said  was  that  'posterity  should  not  suffer  if,  on.  account 
of  tradition . . 

President:  The  honourable  member  made  it  perfectly  clear, 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  Sir,  we  have  to  take  into  eon  si  deration 
existing  circumstances  and  not  pist  history.  If  we  go  back  to  past 
history,  Darwin  tells  us  that  our  ancestor  was  a  hairy  quadruped 
probably  arborial  in  its  habits. 

President :  That  cannot  certainly  apply  for  recruitment  to 
the  public  service-  {Laugfitir.)  ' 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  What  I  mean  is -that  we  must  take  into 
account  existing  circumstances  and  not  past  history.  It  is  only  fair 
,  that  we  have  the  members  of  all  the  communities  "to  sit  and  work 
’  together  for  the  common  good  of  the  Country.  I  hope  every  one 
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in  the  country  will  sympathise  with  the  grievances  of  the  under¬ 
represented  communities.  I  do  not  think  tdiat  there  is  any  need  to 
argue  that  question  now,  because  Government  have  already  accepted 
the  principle  of  communal  representation.  Only,  they  should 
give  effect  to  that  ungrudgingly. 

I  would  also  like  to  urge  upon  the  Government  the  need  for 
regional  representation.  To  us  in  the  North  it  seems  that,  so  far  as 
the  Government  are  concerned,  Travancore  extends  only  from  the 
Cape  up  to  Quilon,  and  not  further  north..  At  any  rate,  that  is 
our  impression.  There  is  not  one  women’s  hospital  in  the  North 
beyond  Quilon,  for  instance.  It  would  seem  as  though  there  are 
no  women  in  North  Travancore.  {Laughter.)  Till  recently,  it  was 
not  difficult  lor  us  to  get  admission  to,  and  treatment  in,  the 
General  hospital  at  Ernakulam';  but  now  (hat  has  become  very 
difficult.  It  is  highly  necessary  that  lady  doctors  are  appointed  in 
all  the  hospitals  in  North  Travancore,  and  a  women’s  hospital  is 
established  as  early  as  possible  in  North  Travancore,  in  some  central 
place  like  Muvattupuzha  or  Perumpavoor. 

We  are  also  suffering  for  want;  of  sufficient  means  of  communi¬ 
cation.  The  few  roads  that  we  have  are  not  quite  fit  for  the  fine 
cars  of  the  Heads  of  Departments  to  pass  through,  in  order  that 
they  might  realise  ou meeds  in  the  matter.  There  are  short  dis¬ 
tances  which,  if  opened  up  with  roads  and  culverts,  wrill  make  long 
routes  available  for  easy  traffic.  I  hope  Government  will  look  into 
the  matter  and  do  the  needful. 

Mr.  James  Fletcher  (Kalkulam  and  Vilavanhodmm  Neyya- 
tilnkara) :  I  congratulate  the  Financial  Secretary  on  his  havipg 
presented  a  surplus  budget  ;  and  I  hope  that  we  will  : continue  to 
have  only  surplus  budgets  hereafter.  There  has  been  a  steady  pro¬ 
gress  in  all  directions. 

Sir,  the  condition  of  the  agriculturist  alone  has  not  materially  im¬ 
proved.  He  is  more  and  more  involved  in  debts;  and,  in  Travan¬ 
core,  the  rate  of  interest  is  very  high.  Measures  have  to  be  taken 
to  relieve  the  agriculturist  of  his  debt.  Government  have,  I  know 
recently  passed  the  Agriculturist  Belief  Act  and  have  also  establish¬ 
ed  Conciliation  Boards  at  different  centres.  But,  this  Regulation 
is  only  of  doubtful  utility.  Because,  it  only  provides  for  the 
scaling  _  down  of  debts  Sir,  that,  by  itself,  cannot  give  any 
real  relief  to  the  agriculturist.  I  would  suggest  to  Government 
the  need  for  helping  the  agriculturist  with  the  necessary  funds 
to  pay  off  such  scaled  down  debts.  Government  themselves,  can 
undertake  to  advauce  loans  to  the  agriculturist,  or  that  can  be  done 
through  the  Land  Mortgage  Bank,  or  some  other  agency.  I  would 
prefer  the  Land  Mortgage  Bank,  because  they  can  ascertain  where 
there  is  real  debt  and  how  much  money  would  be  necessary  for  the 
discharge  of  it,  ^ 
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In  this  connection,  I  would  like  to  point  out  that  the  present 
rate  of  interest  charged  by  the  Land  Mortgage  Bank  i_s  too  high. 
It  is  6£  per  cent,  per  annum.  I  would  suggest  that  it  should  be 
reduced,  as  early  as  possible,  to  4  per  cent.  I  would  also  urge  the 
Government  to  introduce  new  cottage  industries  and  also  to  develop 
the  existing  ones  to  relieve  the  unemployment  of  the  agriculturist 
during  the  period  between  the  cultivation  seasons.  That  will  to  a 
great  extent,,  relieve  the  agriculturist  of  his  present  poverty. 

Sir,  Travaneore  has  a  teeming  population,  and  we  all  have  a 
sense  of  pride  and  satisfaction  in  that.  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  find  out  means  of  'increasing  the  wealth  of  this 
teeming  population  of  the  country.  Our  cost  of  living  has  in¬ 
creased  considerably.  I  realise,  Sir,  that  you  have  already  started 
many  beneficial  industries,  for  the  benefit  of  our  people.  I  would 
like  to  lay  stress  on  one  industry  which  deserves  specialmention. 
Travaneore  has  a  coast  line  of  about  200  miles,  and  fortunately  the 
sea  around  has  abundant  fish.  There  is  great  scope  for  the  fishing 
industry.  The  Census  Report  shows  that  our  annual  harvest  of 
fish  amounts  to  90,000  tons  of  which  about  two- thirds  are  consumed 
locally  and  one-third  exported,  Our  annual  income  from  export  is 
about  Rs.  40  lakhs.  I  would  suggest  that  this  income  should  be 
increased  by  the  Government  giving  some  facilities  and  help  to  the 
fisherfolk.  Flow,  the  fishermen  are  steeped  in  poverty  and  are  liv¬ 
ing  under  most  insanitary  conditions.  They  form  a  very  backward 
community  and  deserve  special  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  The  Public  Health  Department  will  testify  to  the 
insanitary  condition  of  the  villages  in  which  the  fisherfolk  are  now 
living  and  to  the  fact  that  these  villages  are  always  visited  by  in¬ 
fectious  diseases,  and  epidemics  like  cholera  and  small-pox.  These 
epidemics  take  a  heavy  toll  of  human  life  every  year.  An  intensive 
work  of  amelioration  and  uplift  of  this  backward  community  has 
to  be  carried  on  urgently. 

,  I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  the  Government  are  alive  to  the 
real  condition  of>the  backward  communities.  I  would  request  the 
Government  to  include  a  few7  non -officials  also  to  co-operate  with  the 
Protector  of  Backward  Communities  in  his  amelioration  work.  I 
would  also  request  that  the  coastal  village  of  Poonthurai  in  this 
town  be  made  one  of  the  centres  for  this  amelioration  work. 

Sir,  the  fisherfolk  also  remain  idle  for  about  4  months  in  the 
year  when  the  sea  is  rough.  Coirmaking,  button-making  and  other 
industries  may  be  introduced  and  popularised  among  them.  Non! 
credit  co-operative  societies  may  also  be  introduced  for  the  benefit 
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of  these  poorfisherfolk,  I  am  sure  the  improvement  of  their  con¬ 
dition  will  improve  the  wealth  of  the  country.  I  know  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  are  very  sympathetic  towards  them.  When,  recently,  in 
the  Muttom  village,  there  was  scarcity  of  water,  the  moment  the 
matter  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  Government,  they  immediately 
took  it  up  and  sent  thfir  lorries  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  af¬ 
fected  areas.  There  is  scarcity  of  good  drinking  water  throughout 
the  coastal  region  ;  and  that  is  one  of  the  causes  for  the  spread  of 
disease  among  these  people.  I  would  therefore  request  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  make  permanent  arrangements  wherever  possible,  for 
the  supply  of  good  drinking  water  for  these  poor  people. 

Another  point  also  I  would  mention.  The  State  is  fortunate 
in  having  a  great  natural  advantage  In  the  well-stocked  fishing 
grounds  all  along  the  coast*.  Full  advantage  has  not  yet  been  taken 
of  this.  I  suggest  that  Government  may  evolve  schemes  parallel 
to  those  now  in  use  in  Japan,  the  United  States  and  other  places  so 
that  there  may  be  deep  sea  fishing  on  a  large  scale  and  curing  and 
canning  of  these  fishes  for  export  to  outside  countries.  This  will 
bring  a  perennial  source  of  income  to  the  State. 

I  would  say  a  word  about  the  commercial  transport  scheme.  I 
am  glad  that  Government  has  embarked  on  very  important  com¬ 
mercial  schemes.  Of  these  the  transport  scheme  would  be  a  great 
source  of  income  to  the  Government.  I  would  support  it  for  the 
following  reasons :  The  road  that  is  dow  co  be  taken  is  the  road 
from  Trivandrum  to  Cape  Comorin  and  in  this  road  there  are  about 
60  buses  plying  for  hire  every  day.  These  buses  are  using  petrol 
for  running.  The  proposed  buses  would  be  Diesel  Engine  buses 
using  crude  oil.  These  motor  buses  use  each  six  gallons  of  petrol 
on  this  calculation  the  daily  consumption  of  petrol  comes  to  360 
gallons  and  the  cost  at  Re.  1-8  As.  per  gallon  comes  to  Rs.  540. 
But  crude  oil  is  cheaper  and  it  costs  only  1/3  of  the  price  of  petrol. 
So  the  work  will  be  carried  on  by  Diesel  Engine  buses  at  a  cost  of 
Rs.  180  per  day.  There  will  thus  be  a  profit  of  Rs.  360  per  day. 
I  am  sure  there  will  be  a  profit  to  the  extent  of  1  lakh  of  rupees  per 
year  by  the  use  of  these  Dies-d  Engine  buses  on  this  road 
alone. 

Mr.  P.  I.  Simon  ( Municipal  Council)  :  Sir,  we  have  met  to 
discuss . 

President :  Order,  order.  At  half-past  four  the  discussion 
automatically  terminates  and  I  wish  to  afford  two  or  three  more 
honourable  members  opportunity  to  speak  before  I  call  upon  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  reply.  So  honourable  members  would  help 
in  the  general  discussion  and  would  help  their  colleagues  by  being 
as  brief  as  possible. 
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Mr.  P.  I.  Simon  :  We  have  met,  Sir,  to  discuss  the  budget 
scatemeni' ?  for  the  year  1113,  at  a  time  when  we  feel  that  we  are 
emergin''  from  an  economic  strain  that  has  materially  been  affecting 
our  resources  for  a  long  and  continuous  period  from  1105  onwards, 
The  actuals  of  1112  show  a  remarkable  betterment  of  our  revenues 
which  helps  us  to  leave  a  surplus  of  about  R$  11 1/2  lakhs  which 
is  the  highest  figure  on  record  after  1104.  A  revenue  estimate  of 
about  Rs  2 19°  lakhs  is  therefore  but  a  fair  and  legitimate  esti¬ 
mate  for  the  year  1113  in  view  of  the  actuals  of  1112  and  in  view 
of  the  improvement  of  the  economic  conditions.  We  have  the 
assurance  from  the  Financial  Secretary  that  he  has  not  made  any 
extravagant  anticipation.  I  would  say  that  this  is  a  superfluity,  in 
so  far  as  knowing  as  I  clothe  Financial  Secretary  it  would  be  physi¬ 
cally  impossible  for  him  to  make  any  extravagant  anticipation  either 
towards  revenue  or  an  estimate  in  respect  of  expenditure.  The 
anticipated  fall  in  revenue  is  mainly  under  customs  and  this  amount 
comes  to  about  Rs  11  lakhs.  But  for  it  the  revenue  for  1113  would 
have  been  the  highest  on  record.  The  one  characteristic  of  the 
budget  which  strikes  any  one  is  the  sort  of  now  life  and  vigour  visi¬ 
ble  in  all  that  the  Government  propose  to  undertake  during  the  next 
year.  There  is  an  active  programme  of  industrialisation  with  the 
object  of  improving  the  economic  conditions  of  the  people  of  the 
State.  The  intention  of  the  Government  to  rehabilitate  the  agri¬ 
culturists  and  to  provide  him  with  some  subsidiary  occupations  in 
the  form  of  cottage  industries  has  also  been  declared.  A  sum  of 
about  11s  98  lakhs  has  been  provided  in  the  budget  for  capital  ex- 
penditure  on  productive  and  non-productive  works.  This  makes  a 
total  investment  of  about  Rs.  4crores  and  I  congratulate  the  Govern¬ 
ment  on  the  very  valuable  investment  they  have  made.  The  Go¬ 
vernment  are  also  trying  to  increase  their  revenue  by  launching 
effective  campaigns  against  smuggling  in  the  northern  frontiers. 
The  increase  in  expenditure  in  recent  years  has  been  rather  very 
conspicuous.  It  is  about  Rs  19  lakhs  more  than  what  it  was  in 
1  ]  0 !.  It  May.  be  said  that  a  progressive  administration  cannot  help 
spending  more  and  more.  But,  Sir,  the  increase  in  expenditure  is, 
I  should  think  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  progress  we  have  made 
between  1104  and  1112.  Sir,  the  cause  of  the  agriculturists  is 
advocated  in  season  and  out  of  season,  here  and  elsewhere.  1  would 
a’ls  i  join  wholeheartedly  and  say  that  the  agriculturists  require 
relief.  Government  are  doing  their  best  to  afford  relief  to  the  poor 
agriculturists.  The  Debt  Conciliation  Boards  have  been  formed. 
But  what  about  the  urban  population?  No  voice  has  ever  been  heard 
either  here  or  elsewhere  to  plead  for  the  urban  population.  Re¬ 
presenting  as  l  do  the  Municipalities  of  the  Slate  1  think  it  is  my 
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paramount  duty  to  plead  for  thp  Municipalities.  According  to  the 
last  census  there  are  46  towns  in  the  State  with  an  average  popula¬ 
tion  of  about  12,000  in  each.  The  proportion  of  the  urban  popu¬ 
lation  to  the  rural  population  is  rapidly  increasing.  Out  of  the  46 
towns  only  17  are  organised  into  Municipalities.  Formerly  there 
were  19,  including  Haripad  and  Mavelikara,  two  towns  noted  for 
their  historic  importance,  who  have  ceased  to  have  Municipalities. 
There  are  now  therefore  29  towns  without  Municipalities  ;  Govern, 
ment,  1  should  think,  ought  to  take  immediate  steps  to  organise 
Municipalities  in  these  towns. 

The  provision  in  the  budget  for  providing  amenities  to  the 
citizens  in  the  town  is  really  inadequate.  Government  have  no 
doubt  provided  a  total  of  Rs.  1-5*42  lakhs  for  water  supply  to  the 
towns  of  Nagercoil,  Alleppey  and  Shencoltah.  There  is  also  a  pro¬ 
vision  of  Rs.  7*5  lakhs  for  the  drainage  scheme  for  Trivandrum, 
and  also  another  provision  of  Rs.  3*90  lakhs  for  the  town  planning 
scheme.  There  is  also  a  provision  of  Rs.  50,000  for  grant  to  Muni¬ 
cipalities,  The  honourable  member  Mr.  Narayana  Iyer  had  con¬ 
demned  the  practice  of  giving  grants  to  Municipalities  by  Govern¬ 
ments.  it  was  on  the  ground  that  it  is  the  tax -payers’  money  that 
is  being  given  to  Municipalities,  as  if  my  friend  would  not  recognise 
the  existence  of  tax-payors  even  within  Municipalities.  The.  muni¬ 
cipalities  also  are  occupied  by  tax-payers  and  they,  are  also  'entitled 
to  a  legitimate  share  of  the  tax  towards  providing  them  with  the 
amenities  of  the  town.  As  one  representing  the  Municipalities  I 
should  thank  ihe  Government  for  making  all  the  above  provisions. 
But  I  should  say  that  they  are  grossly  inadequate  in  view  of  the 
imminent  necessities  of  our  Municipal  towns.  The  Municipalities 
in  the  State  are  controlled  and  super  vised  by  the  Government  and 
the  principal  justification  for  such  supervision  and  control  is  that 
they  are  still  in  the  process  of  being  organised  and  are  being  sup¬ 
ported  by  Government  grant.  I  should  think  that  these  Municipal¬ 
ities  will  outgrow  such  situation  and  will  grow  into  autonomous 
units,  themselves.  The  total  provision  for  grants  to  Municipalities 
is,  as  I  said  before,  only  Rs.  50,000  which  works  up  to  only 
Rs-  3,000  for  each  Municipality.  A  larger  provision  could  have 
been  made  as  the  development  of  these  Municipalities  as  useful  in¬ 
stitutions  does  require  substantial  grants.  The  Trivandrum  Muni¬ 
cipality  of  which  I  am  a  member  has  been  the  recipient  of  very 
liberal  grants  from  the  Government  but  still  our  development  has 
been  chequered  or  hampered  a  good  deal  on  account  of  want  of  re. 
sources.  We  wish  to  find  our  Municipalities  pulsing  with  life  and 
energy,  bold  in  enterprise  executing  on  our  own  initiative  policies  of 
far-reaching  public  importance.  But  our  resources  are  limited. 
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The  Government  have  taken  up  street  lighting,  water  supply, 
drainage  and  town  planning.  They  require  a  very  heavy  initial 
outlay.  But  the  water  supply  and  drainage  have  to  be  maintained 
by  us  and  Government  have  fixed  the  contribution  we  have  to 
make.  The  town  planning  seheme  recently  taken  up  by  Govern- 
ment  has  had  also  a  chequered  progress.  The  scheme  is  calculated 
to  beautify  the  town  and  make  it  worth  living  in.  The  place 
where  the  town  planning  scheme  has  been  given  effect  to,  1  mean 
the  Kaudiar  road,  can  by  itself  compare  favourably  to  roads  in  the 
big  cities  of  Europe.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  Government  have 
made  a  provision  in  the  budget  for  continuing  the  scheme.  There 
are  still  other  legitimate  obligatory  functions  which  may  be  left  to 
be  done  by  the  Municipalities.  Government  should  put  us  in  the 
way. 

I  shall  make  a  constructive  suggestion.  The  Municipality  of 
Trivandrum  ought  to  be  helped  to  have  a  land  policy  of  its  own. 
As  at  present  constituted,  even  the  proambokes  are  not  absolutely 
vested  in  the  Municipalities.  I  would  pray  that  Government  be 
pleased  to  move  in  the  matter  and  give  away  all  the  lands  at  their 
disposal  to  the  Municipalities  so  that  they  may  make  a  revenue  out 
of  the  increasing  value  of  lands  and  avoid  direct  taxation  for 
enhancing  our  revenue. 

The  next  thing  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Dewan 
is  that  all  the  civilised  western  countries  have  applied  the  principle 
of  Municipalisation  to  economic  undertakings.  Even  in  Madras  we 
have  been  told  recently  that  the  corporation  is  proposing  to  muni¬ 
cipalise  the  theatres.  In  general  it  may  be  said  that  Municipal 
enterprise  is  favoured  when  one  or  the  other  of  the  following  con¬ 
siderations  carry  special  weight:  (l)  Where  the  enterprise  is  concerned 
with  the  health  safety  and  convenience  of  the  public  and  (2)  where 
the  enterprise  involves  the  use  of  public  property  as  the  tramways 
in  relation  to  the  street.  Behind  all  the  enterprises,  there  is  the 
question  of  powerful  financial  motive,  the  desire  to  raise  revenue 
freely  in  other  ways  than  by  direct  taxation.  The  public  utility 
services  are  now  largely  becoming  the  work  of  local  authorities  in 
Europe  and  America. 

We  may  also  be  helped  to  do  something  towards  the  relief  of 
the  poor.  The  poor  problem  is  proving  a  menace  to  the  dwellers  in 
the  towns  and  something  substantial  ought  to  be  done  to  house 
them.  If  the  Government  'would  help  us  to  have  a  land  policy  of 
our  own,  we  wdl  be  able,  to  do  it  substantially  so  as  to  alleviate  the 
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problem  of  the  beggars  in  the  towns.  -  Also  we  will  be  able  to  pro¬ 
vide  public  parks,  playgrounds  and  other  conveniences  and  amenities 
for  the  town  dwellers.  ^  As  the  time  is  up  I  shall  deal  with  the 
matters  that  are  left  under  the  varions  demands  that  are  to  be  made 
in  the  ensuing  days  of  the  sitting  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Eric  Hall  ( Travancore  Planters )  :  Sir,  when  I  came  here 
I  did  not  intend  to  speak  at  this  stage.  But  I  got  my  inspiration 
from  the  several  speakers  who  spoke  on  the  Financial  Secretary’s 
very  fine  budget  and  the  speech  which  he  made  in  elucidating  it.  I 
consider  the  budget  as  a  progressive  budget.  In  all  progressive 
countries  at  the  present  day  expenditure  is  tending  to  increase  and 
I  am  sure  Travancore  is  not  going  to  lag  behind.  Otherwise  it  will 
not  be  progressive  but  going  back. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  Government  reserves  being  made 
use  of  for  capital  expenditure.  That  is  what  I  call  progress. 
Money  should  make  money.  Money  should  work.  Money  which 
is  buried  in  the  ground  is  no  good  to  anybody.  Therefore,  the  bud¬ 
get  is  a  sign  of  progress.  It  is  impossible  in  framing  a  budget  to 
satisfy  every  one.  The  object  of  the  Financial  Secretary  should 
be  to  satisfy  the  majority  as  far  as  possible-  From  the  speeches  of 
several  members  of  this  House  I  think  that  the  budget  has  been  a 
very  great  success. 

I  have  few  remai’ks  to  make  on  certain  icems.  In  the  matter 
of  the  University  1  admit  that  education  is  a  necessary  thing.  But 
there  is  a  possibility  of  the  results  of  our  education  being  not  bene¬ 
ficial.  Unemployment  has  been  a  result  of  education.  After  this 
University  comes  into  bsing  there  is. a  possibility  of  unemployment: 
increasing.  But  there  is  a  means  of  preventing  this,  and  the  me¬ 
thod  has  been  suggested  by  you,  Sir,  in  your  speech  to  the  Joint 
Session  of  the  Legislature.  The  curriculum  of  the  University 
should  be  such  as  to  ensure  not  unemployment  but  employment. 
It  should  not  be  as  it  has  been  in  the  case  of  Ceylon.  It  is  said 
that  in  Ceylon  a  roan  goes  to  the  University  College,  passes  the 
Matriculation  Examination  and  take  his  degrees.  The  Principal 
said  the  other  day,  “they  are  ashamed  of  their  fathers.”  Let  not 
the  students  of  the  University  of  Travancore  be  ashamed  of  their 
fathers.  Let  them  go  and  receive  the  benefits  of  the  University, 
and  work  if  necessary  with  their  fathers. 

On  the  question  of  smuggling,  I  have  no  experience  of  smug¬ 
gling  and  therefore  I  cannot  go  into  the  details.  But  it  is  quite 
obvious  from  the  speakers  that  there  are  whole-time  smugglers. 
Taking  that  for  granted,  I  would  suggest  that  a  little  increase  be 
given  to  the  subordinate  staff  of  the  Excise  Department  whose  duty 
it  is  to  detect  smuggling,  That  will  have  the  desired  effect.  It  is 
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also  said  that  bribery  is  rampant  there.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
doubt  about  it  although  I  have  not  given  any  bribe  myself.  I 
think  that  bribery  and  corruption  may  be  obviated  'by  a  slight  in- 
crease  in  remuneration  to  the  subordinate  staff.  This  is  a  line  of 
action  which  I  merely  suggest. 

The  Government  of  Travancore  has  to  be  congratulated  the 
way  on  which  it  has  got  rid  of  the  rubber  factory  and  the  sugar 
factory. 

With  regard  to  the  P.  VV.  D.  I,  am  constrained  to  complement 
the  department  on  the  work  it  has  done,  not  within  the  past  year 
or  decade  alone  but  during  the  last  two  and  a  half  decades  during 
which  period  L  have  considerable  experience  of  the  work  done  by 
the  department.  Several  new  bridges  have  been  opened,  new  roads 
and  new  buildings  constructed. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  say  since  the  time  is  short.  Again,  I 
congratulate  the  Financial  Secretary  ou  his  very  able  budget, 

Mr.  M.  K.  Ananthasiva  Aiyar  (Nominated)  :  Sir, — 

President :  I  can  give  you  only  four  or  five  minutes. 

Mr.  M.  K.  Ananthasiva  Aiyar :  Sir,  I  also  congratulate 
the  Financial  Secretary  on  the  surplus  budget.  It  is  significant  to 
note  that  neither  the  revenue  has  been  over  estimated  nor  the  ex¬ 
penditure  under- estimated.  I  welcome  the  university  and  the  tran¬ 
sport  schemes.  But  I  have  to  point  out  that  in  preparing  the 
scheme  for  transport,  the  difficulties  thafpeople  now  experience  will 
not  be  lost  sight  of.  The,  sitting  accommodation  in  the  present  buses 
is  very  uncomfortable,  the  fares  are  not  steady,  protection  from 
weather  is  meagre,  the  behaviour  of  the  staff  is  most  undesir¬ 
able.  Government  will  have  to  see  that  such  a  state  of  affairs  will 
not  be  found  in  the  new  scheme.  Government  deserve  to  be  con- 
gratulated  in  having  been  successful  in  placing  the  burden  of  con¬ 
ducting  the  Rubber  Factory  and  the  Sugar  Factory  on  private 
firms. 

The  relief  to  the  lower  subordinates  who  have  been  hard  hit 
by  the  standardisation  scheme  is  adequate.  In  this  connection,  I 
may  also  point  out  certain  undesirable  features  of  the  standardisa¬ 
tion  scheme.  For  instance,  both  the  Head  Accountants  and  the 
Deputy  Tuhsildars  in  the  Taluk  Offices  are  in  the  cadre  of  Rs.  40-70. 
At  the  same  time>  the  Deputy  Tahsildar  is  superior  in  rank  to  the 
Head  Accountant,  But  there  are  cases  in  which  Head  Accountants 
draw  a  higher  salary  than  the  Deputy  Tahsildar.  Similarly,  some 
second  judges  draw  a  lower  salary  than  the  munsiffs  whose  judg¬ 
ments  go  to  the  former  for  appeal. 
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The  fact  that  the  financial  condition  of  our  State  is  very 
stable  has  to  be  conceded.  But  if  that  state  of  affairs  has  to  be 
continued,  we  have  to  be  on  the  alert  to  have  a  surplus  every  year. 
( President's  bell.) 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rerigaswami  Aiyar  ( Financial  Secre¬ 
tary  to  Government)  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to 
the  criticisms  made  by  some  of  the  honourable  members. 

The  first  point  made  is  that  our  balance  is  decreasing.  Sir,  our, 
balance  was  built  by  the  accumulated  surpluses  of  the  past,  and  it  is 
ouly  right  and  proper  that  that  surplus  should  be  repaid  to  the  tax 
payers  in  the  shape  of  beneficial  and  ameliorative  schemes.  This 
is  whac  has  actually  been  done.  -1  have  myself  pointed  out  in  para 
;'i8  of  my  budget  speech  that  we  have  spent  as  much  as  three  crores 
of  rupees  in  recent  years  on  development  schemes.  Our  capital 
expenditure  was  confined  to  commercial,  industrial,  developmental 
ami  productive  works  of  a  public  character,  and  in  creating  assets 
of  lasting  public  utility  which  will  benefit  the  future  generations. 
That  is  the  proper  financial  and  administrative  policy.  The  money 
raised  from  the  people  should  be  returned  to  them  in  a  shape  which 
will  benefit  them.  Further,  capital  expenditure  has  also  given 
certain  indirect  beneficial  results.  In  addition  to  providing  increased 
amenities  and  conveniences  to  the  public  at  large,  during  the.  course 
of  execution  of  certain  works,  by  the  employment  of  labour,  unem¬ 
ployment  has  been  mitigated  to  a  certain  extent  and  the  level  of 
wages  has  also  been  raised.  Thus,  both  directly  and  indirectly  the 
capital  expenditure  has  resulted  in  primary  and  secondary  benefits 
to  the  people.  Further,  the  capital  expenditure  was  incurred  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Legislature  in  the  several  years.  I  may  say 
Sir,  that  it  has  been  the  consistent  policy  of  the  Government  to 
consult  the  Legislature  in  every  case  of  capital  expenditure. 

Sir,  hoarding  is  after  all  a  negative  virtue  and  spending  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  is  a  (positive  achievement.  There  need 
be  no  cause  for  pessimism  at  all  and  no  criticism  need  be  made  that 
the  financial  condition  of  the  State  is  not  good,  because  as  I  have 
indicaced  that  the  policy  pursued  has  been  to  spend  on  schemes 
beneficial  and  ameliorative  to  the  people. 

The  criticism  has  been  made  that  there  is  a  surplus  this  year 
and  that  the  policy  of  having  surpluses  is  wrong.  It  will  be  noticed 
from  the  budget  that  we  have  *pent  almosc  all  our  reserves,  we 
have  therefore  to  build  up  a  reserve.  In  all  States  and  countries 
the  aim  is  to  have  a  surplus.  Our  surplus  this  year  is  only 
nominal.  So  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  it. 

The  point  was  brought  up  that  our  Savings  Bank  liabilities 
are  not  covered  by  assets.  Sir,  as  will  Be  seen  from  page  12  ol  the 
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budget,  the  Savings  Bank  liability  amounts  to  Rs  194  lakhs,  The 
investments  in  Gilt  Edged  Securities  of  the  Government  of  India 
amount  to  Rs.  216  lakhs.  So  that  the  whole  of  the  Savings  Bank 
liability  is  covered  by  the  Gilt  Edged  Securities. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  :  May  I  know 
from  the  Financial  Secretary  whether  the  whole  of  this  sum  is 
invested  in  Gilt  Edged  Securities  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswmi  Aiyar  :  Yes,  Sir.  The 
whole  of  the  sum  is  in  Government  of  India  Gilt  Edged  Securities 
which  are  first  class.  Even  out  of  the  194  lakhs  shown  in  the 
liability  side,  only  TO  lakhs  represent  the  amount  on  ordinary  ac¬ 
counts  due  to  private  individuals.  The  balance  represents  fixed 
deposits  private  accounts,  security  deposits  and  amounts  due  to 
devaswom  fund  etc. 

As  I  said  elsewhere,  even  if  there  is  a  run  on  the  Government 
for  the  return  of  the  deposits  held  in  the  Savings  Banks,  the  Gov- 
eminent  are  in  a  position  to  meet  them.  There  need  be  no  appre¬ 
hension  in  the  minds  of  members  on  that  point. 

I  may  incidentally  explain  with  reference  to  the  observation  of 
one  honourable  member  about  communal  representation.  Of  course, 
it  is  a  controversial  subject  and  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  that 
now.  With  reference  to  what  was  said  here,  1  shall  briefly  explain 
the  practice  followed  in  the  Government  of  India-  Communal 
principle  is  applied  in  regard  to  direct  initial  recruitments  only  it 
is  not  at  all  applied  to  promotions.  It  is  held  that  vested  interests 
should  be  respected  and  that  promotions  should  be  made  in  strict 
accordance  with  seniority  and  merit.  That  is  what  the  Govern¬ 
ments  in  British  India  have  stressed  over  and  over  again. 

One  honourable  member  pointed  out  in '  regard  to  the  Sugar 
Factory,  why  there  should  be  a  write  off  in  respect  of  receipt.  The 
point  is  this.  The  Government  had  invested  on  it  about  Rs.  4 
lakhs  and  odd.  The  factory  was  working  at  a  loss  for  several 
years  and  the  defecit  was  accumulating.  The  total  value  of  the 
ysets  as  shown  in  the  balance  sheet  did  not  represent  the  true 
aste  of  affairs.  The  sum  representing  the  difference  between  the 
staonnt  invested  in  the  concern  and  the  sale  proceeds  was  written 
a  mas  capital  loss. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  When  the  total  amount  invested  in 
the  concern  was  Rs  4  lakhs  odd  why  is  it  now  stated  that  the 
Government  have  given  the  concern  for  only  Rs.  3  lakhs  odd  p 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar :  We  have 
already  said  that  the  diference  of  Rs  1*38  lakhs  has  been  written 
ofE  as  capital  loss. 
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Mr,  K.  R.  Elenkath:  What  about  Rs.  80,000  mentioned 
in  the  speech  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar :  That  ivas  the 
sum  offered  for  purchasing  the  rights  of  all  the  share-holders  in  the 
Company.  Such  a  transaction  was  brought  about,  because,  the 
Government  had  to  enter  into  a  new  arrangement  with  the  Travan- 
core  Sugars.  .  . 

Another  honourable  member  said  that  there  exists  too  much 
of  personal  pay  in  the  salaries  of  officers.  Personal  pay  in  several 
cases  is  mostly  due  to  standardisation  in  salaries  recently  effected 
by  Government.  An  officer  who  was  in  receipt  of  particular  salary 
for  a  series  of  years,  in  spite  of  standardisation,  his  pay  was  not 
affected.  He  had  to  be  given  the  old  rates  of  pay  drawn  by  him. 
That  accounts  for  personal  pay  in  several  cases  as  pointed  out  by 
the  member. 

Then  some  members  criticised  that  the  allotments  set  apart  for 
public  works  were  not  sufficient.  That  is  not  correct.  The  usual 
provision  has  been  made.  More  money  has  been  allotted  than  in 
the  previous  year.  For  instance,  provision  for  new  and  incom¬ 
plete  works,  including  the  one  to  be  met  from  the  Road  Fund,  in 
the  next  year,  is  over  Rs  6  lakhs,  on  which  over  Rs  3  lakhs  re¬ 
presents  provision  for  new  works-  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  have  provided  more  funds  this  year  than  last  year  under  the 
heads  Public  Works  Department,  Medical,  Sanitation  and  Educa¬ 
tion. 

One  honourable  member  took  exception  to  the  use  of  the  words 
“apparently”  respectable  capitalists  in  connection  with  the  smug¬ 
gling  of  tobacco.  What  I  meant  was  that  the  people  who  connive 
at  smuggling  and  who  act  illegally  cannot  be  deemed  to  be  respec¬ 
table  in  the  eye  of  law.  The  term  was  not  intended  to  people  to 
whom  the  cap  does  not  fit. 

Several  demands  were  made  for  purposes  such  as  peasantry, 
agriculture  and  allied  matters-  1  can  only  say  that  with  the  in¬ 
exorable  limitations  on  finance  at  our  disposal,  all  that  is  possible 
has  been  done.  When  the  finances  improve,  more  allotment  will  be 
thought  of  in  those  directions. 

Regarding  the  reduction  in  the  rate  of  interest  in  Land  Mort¬ 
gage  Bank,  the  whole  question  of  the  future  of  the  Bank  is  still 
under  consideration  of  the  Government-  The  point  raised  by  the 
member  will  also  be  considered  in  that  connection. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  At  page  2,  of  the 
budget  estimates  under  Revised  Estimate  for  1112  I  have  a  doubt. 
The  figures  in  that  column  when  totalled  up  give  a  different  number 
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than  the  one  shown  there.  Will  the  Financial  Secretary  please 
explain  that  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  ;  Probably  there 
may  be  some  clerical  error.  I  shall  look  it  up. 

Mr.  Q.  Narayana  Aiyar:  Why  should  there  be  grants 
to  municipalities  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar :  It  is  un. 

doubtedlv  the  policy  o£  Government  in  all  places  to  make  grants  to 
municipalities.  According  to  the  funds  available  with  Government, 
such  a  contribution  is  made.  Even  a  premier  corporation  such  as 
the  Madras  Municipal  Corporation  depends  on  Government  grants, 
There  is  nothing  novel  about  it. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  :  Will  the  Finan¬ 
cial  Secretary  please  enlighten  rue  regarding  the  allotment  under 
Tincture  Factory  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  :  The  observa¬ 
tions  of  the  Dewan  President,  as  referred  to  by  the  member,  were 
made  in  one  of  his  earlier  speeches.  But  when  the  negotiations 
were  concluded,  Rs.  7,000  was  the  figure  arrived  at. 

President :  There  are  two  minutes  more  for  winding  up 
this  part  of  the  debate. 

Mr-  K-  M.  Korah :  I  rise  to  offer  a  word  of  personal  ex¬ 
planation.  When  I  said  in  a  most  emphatic  way  that  not  even  a 
single  appointment  has  been  made  in  accordance  with  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Public  Service  Commissioner,  I  meant  about 
appointments  made  in  the  Secretariat.  If  I  have  not  made  it  clear, 
I  wish  to  do  so,  now. 

Mr.  Abdul  Tayeb  Sheikh  Kaderbhoy  {Commerce  ad 
Industry,  South ) :  Though  the  debate  has  practically  closed  now,  I 
wish  to  offer  a  few  remarks.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  right 
But  all  the  same,  I  request  the  permission  of  che  Chair  to  speaka 
word.  I  congratulate  the  Financial  Secretary  for  presenting  a  sur¬ 
plus  budget  but  we  have  to  wait  tiil  the  close  of  the  year-  and  see 
whether  it  gives  any  surplus  or  not.  I  welcome  the  action  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  in  regard  to  the  University  question.  **■ 

In  the  matter  of  Transport  I  have  my  doubts  whether  their 
venture  will  be  a  success.  Our  Government  in  most  of  their  under¬ 
takings  have  failed.  It  may  be  that  some  other  Governments  hare 
succeeded  in  that.  It  does  not  follow  therefore  that  this  Govern¬ 
ment  should  imitate  that. 
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One  honourable  member  suggested  that  the  manufacture  of  salt 
should  be  undertaken  by  Government,  In  that  case,  all  the  business 
of  the  merchants  in  this  country  will  also  be  recommended  by 
others  to  be  run  by  Government.  In  that  case,  we  merchants  will 
have  to  go  away  to  some  other  country  for  carrying  c'on  our  trade. 
There  will  be  nothing  for  the  merchants  to  do  in  this  country. 

President  :  That  is  not  the  object  of  of  this  Government 

Mr.  Abdul  Tayeb  .Sheikh  Kaderbhoy  ;  I  only  wish  to 
draw-  the  attention  ot  Government  how  far  similar  suggestions  could 
be  made  with  advantage. 

Legislative  Business. 


President :  The  House  will  now  proceed  to  the  discussion 
of  the  Legislative  Business  in  the  Agenda. 

THE  TR A  VANCORE  GENERAL  CLAUSES 
REGULATION  (AMENDMENT)  BILL. 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai  {Additional  Head 
Sirkar  Valid)  :  Sir,  1  beg  to  move  that  the  Travancore  General 
Clauses  Regulation  (Amendment)  Bill  as  passed  by  the  Sri  Mulam 
Assembly  be  taken  into  consideration. 

This  Bill  seeks  to  effect  certain  changes  more  or  less  formal 
in  the  designations  of  the  law  officers  and  the  chief  Medical  officer  of 
the  State.  It  will  be  noticed  from  the  Bill  that  the  “ Head  Sirkar 
Vakil”  is  proposed  to  be  designated  hereafter  as  “Advocate  General,” 
and  the  “Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakil”  and  Sirkar  Vakils  as  “Gov¬ 
ernment  Pleaders”  ;  and,  the  chief  Medical  officer  who  is  now 
designated  as  “Darbar  Physician”  is  proposed  to  be  designated 
hereafter  as  “Surgeon  General”.  I  am  sure  that  the  honourable 
members  will  notice  that  these  changes  in  designation  are  in  con¬ 
sonance  with  the  designations  adopted  in  sister  Provinces.  In 
regard  to  the  ‘‘Advocate  General”  particularly  the  predecessor  of. 
this.  House  has  passed  a  measure  to  convert  the  “Vakils”  into 
“Advocates.”  It  is  only  in  the  fitness  of  things  that  when  ‘Vakils’ 
come  ‘Advocates,’  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  should  become  the  Advocate 
General”.  In  this  connection  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
honourable  members  to  the  time,  when  this  change  will  come  into 
operation.  The  operation  clause  lays  down  that  the  measure  shall 
come  into  force  on  such  date  as  ‘Our  Government’  may  appoint  in 
that  behalf  by  Notification..  The  idea  is  that  these  changes  should 
take  effect  immediately  after  the  Vakils  become  ‘Advocates’  by  the 
Bar  Council  Regulation  being  put  inte  operation.  This  Bill  which 
is  a  purely  non-controversial  measure  will  I  trust  be  accepted  by 
the  House. 
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Mr.  C.  V-  Chandrasekharan  :  I  second  it. 

President  :  Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Travancorc 
General  Clauses  Regulation  (Amendment)  Bill  as  passed  by  the  Sri 
Mulam  Assembly  be  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  motion  rvas  carried. 

The  House  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  Bill,  clause  by 
clause. 

Clause  1. 

The  question  that  Clause  1  of  the  Bill  do  stand  part  of  the  Bill 
was  put  to  vote  and  carried. 

Clause  1  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  2. 

The  question  that  Clause  2  do  stand  part  of  the  Bill  was  pat 
to  vote  and  carried. 

Clause  2  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Peamble. 

The  question  that  the  Preamble  do  stand  part  of  the  Bill  was 
put  to  vote  and  carried. 

The  preamble  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Title. 

The  question  that  the  Title  do  stand  part  of  the  Bill  was 
put  to  vote  and  carried. 

The  Title  was  added  to  the  Bill, 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai ;  Sir,  I  move  that 
the  Bill  as  passed  by  the  Sri  Mulam  Assembly  be  passed. 

ThejMotion  was  put  and  carried. 

THE  TRIVANDRUM  CITY  MUNICIPALITY  BILL. 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai:  I  move  that 
the  House  do  agree  to  the  motion  of  the  Assembly  that  the  Trivun- 
uU  nn  u"  M-uulciPal  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  both 
the  Chambers.  The  honourable  members  will  remember  the  message 
from  the  Assembly  read  this  morning  by  the  Secretary  that  the 
Assembly  has  recommended  that  this  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Joint 
Committee  of  both  the  Chambers.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this 
nouse  will  agree  to  that  recommendation. 

Mr.  C.  V.  Chandrasekharan ;  1  second  it. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried. 
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THE  TRAVANCORE  DISTRICT  MUNICIPALITIES  BILL. 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai :  I  beg  to  move 
that  this  House  do  agree  to  the  motion  of  the  Assembly  that  the 
Travancore  District  Municipalities  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  of  both  the  Chambers. 

Mr.  C.  V  Chandrasekhar  an  :  I  second  it. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

President :  The  House  will  now  adjourn  and  meet  again 
on  Monday  at  11  a.  M. 

The  House  adjourned  at  4*32  p  m. 


E.  I.  CHACKO. 

Secretary  to  the  Sri  Chitra  State  Council , 


Annexure. 

THE  TRAVANCORE  GENERAL  CLAUSES 
REGULATION  (AMENDMENT)  BILL, 

(As passed  by  the  Sri  Chitra  State  Council . 

A  Regulation  to  amend  the  Tsavancobb  General  Clauses 
Regulation  of  1072  fob  certain  purposes. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  Travancore  Genera llClauses 
Regulation  of  1072  (II  of  1072)  for  certain  purposes 
Preamble.  hereinafter  appearing;  It  is  hereby  enacted  as 

follows  : 

1.  (1)  This  Regulation  may  be  called  the  Travancore  General 
Short  title  and  Clauses  (Amendment)  Regulation,  1112. 

Commencement. 

(2)  It  shall  come  into  force  on  such  date  as  Our  Government 
may  appoint  in  that  behalf  by  notification  in  Our  Government  Gazette. 

2,  In  the  Travancore  General  Clauses  Regulation  of  1072,  (II  of 
.  Addition  of  two  1072),  after  Section  20  the  following  section  shall 

Sections  to  Begula-  be  added  namely;— 
tionll  of  1072.  J 

“21  (1)  The  expression  ‘Head  Sirkar  Vakil’  shall  mean  the  Ad¬ 
vocate-General  appointed  as  such  by  Our  Govern- 
Advoc*te-General.  ment  ;  and  whatever  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  may  do 
may  be  done  by  the  Advocate-General  in  the  name 
of  the  Advocate  General. 

(2)  The  expressions  ‘Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakil’  and 
_  ‘Sirkar  Vakil’  shall  mean  the  Government  Pleader 

Pieadflrrnment  appointed  as  such  by  Our  Government  and  whatever 

the  Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  or  the  Sirkar  Vakil 
may  do  may  be  done  by  the  Government  Pleader  in  the  name  of 
the  Government  Pleader. 

22.  The  expression  ‘Durbar  Physician’  shall  mean  the  Surgeon- 
General  appointed  as  such  by  Our  Government  and 
Surgeon-Q-eneral.  whatever  the  Durbar  Physician  may  do  may  be 
done  by  the  Surgeon-General  in  the  name  of  the  Surgeon-General.” 

Trivandrum,  E.  I.  CHACKO, 

7th  August  1937.  Secretary  to  the  Sri  Chitra,  State  Council 
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(OFFICIAL  RFPOBT.) 

SECOND  COUNCIL- _ 

VOLUME  X— NUMBER  4 

FIRST  SESSION-198711112. 


Monday ,  the  9th  August ,  1937125th  Karkatakam,  1112- 

The  Council  met  at  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall,  at  Eleven 
of  the  Clock,  with  the  President  Sachivottamn  Sir  C.  P.  Ramaswami 
Aiyar,  K.  c.  I.  e.,  in  the  Chair. 

MEMBER  SWORN. 

Dr.  G.  D.  Noke?  (Public  Service  Commissioner)  was  sworn  in. 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 

Municipal  Employees. 

13,  ^Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  ( Trivandrum  and 
Nedum'ingad  cum  Chirayinkil)  ■  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state  whether  persons  employed  in  the  general  establishment  of 
the  various  municipalities  in  the  State  are  considered  as  Govern¬ 
ment  servants  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai 

{Chief  Sec- etary  to  Government)  •  No. 

Mr-  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  May  I  know  Sir,  whe¬ 
ther  there  was  any  order  by  the  Government  to  the  effect  that  act¬ 
ing  service  in  the  Municipalities  will  be  counted  as  Government  - 
service  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajvasevanirata  Dr.  N,  Kunjan  Pillai: 

I  don’t  remember  Government  having  issued  such  an  order  re¬ 
cently. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  5ahib :  May  I  know  from  Gov. 
eminent  whether  they  are  aware  that  endorsements -were  given  to 
candidates  to  the  effect  that  their  acting  service  in  Municipalities 
will  be  counted  as  Government  service? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  PilJai : 
That  might  have  been  done  formerly  but  now  Government  have 
decided  that  service  in  the  municipalities  will  not  le-  treated  as  Gov¬ 
ernment  service. 
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Mr.  M.  s.  Anirudhan  ( Karunagapally ,  Kartihapally  mi 
A  mbalapuzha  cum  Shertala )  :  May  I  know  when  this  decision  was 
arrived  at  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai 

Quite  recently. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  (Karunagapally 
Kartihapally ,  and  Ambalagmzha  cum  Shertala )  :  May  I  know 
whether  that  decision  of  Government  has  any  retrospective  force? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 

No. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  ( Kalkulam  and  Vilamnkod  cum 
Neiji/attinhara) :  May  I  know  from  Government  whether  acting 
service  in  the  municipalities  entitles  an  employee  exemption' from 
age-bar  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 

Those  who  were  entertained  by  the  municipalities  before  the  14th 
June  1936,  if  they  were  not  over  25  years  of  age  then,  will  ba  ex¬ 
empted  from  age-bar  for  recruitment  to  the  public  service. 

Acquisition  of  binds  for  Jishe  mien’s  colony  at  Quilon. 

11.  ^Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahim  an  Sahib  :  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  •. 

(a)  what  is  the  total  area  acquired  for  the  fishermen’s  colony 
a  :  Quilon  ; 

lb)  at  whose  instance  wa*  this  acquired  ; 

(c)  whether  any  portion  of  the  mosque  premises  at  Jonah- 
puram  also  was  acquired  ;  and 

(d)  whether  there  were  complaints  from  Muslims  regarding, 

this  ?  ! 

Mr.  K.  George  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income-tax  Commis¬ 
sioner)  :  (a)  1*44  acres.  \ 

(b)  The  proposal  for  the  acquisition  of  lands  at  Jonah-  i 

puram  originated  as  the  result  of  a  meeting  held  in  the  Office  of  the 
District  Magistrate,  Quilon,  in  connection  with  the  relief  wort 
among  the  sufferers  from  the  fire  in  the  Quilon  beach  in  1103.  1 

(c)  No.  1 

(d)  Yes.  { 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rah-iman  Sahib:  May  1  know,  Sir,  when 

ther  any  portion  of  land  near  the  mosque  was  taken  possession  f; 

President:  The  honourable  member  will  kindly  raise  his  f 
voice. 

•  i^1"'  F’  ^eor?e  :  ft  seems  bir,  that  there  is  a  mosque  in  the 
neighbourhood.  1 
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Mr-  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  May  I  know  what  por¬ 
tion  was  taken  possession  of  near  the  mosque  ? 

Mr.  K.  George:  The  whole  area  of  land  taken  possession 
of  is  1*44  acres  comprised  in  Survey  Nos.  7363/2,7364,  7305  and 
7372  of  the  Quilon  Pakutlii. 

Mr.  N-  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib:  May  I  know  whether 
the  area  is  all  round  the  mosque  ? 

Mr.  K.  George  :  No,  Sir.  I  do  net  know  whether  they  are 
all  round  the  mosque. 

Mr  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib :  May  I  know  whether  it 
is  not  a  fact  that  the  land  was  taken  possession  of  in  spite  of  the 
opposition  by  the  Muslim  community  there  ? 

Air.  K.  George  :  Government  considered  the  petitions  sent 
in  by  the  Muslims  of  the  locality  but  finally  decided  to  acquire  the 
lands. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  May  I  know  whether 
the  Government  did  not  receive  any  complaints  before  they  decided 
upon  taking  possession  of  the  lands  ? 

Mr.  K.  George  -  There  were  complaints.  And  those  com¬ 
plaints  were  looked  into.  But  finally  Government  decided  to  take 
possession  of  these  lands. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  ( Nominated ) :  In  view  of  the 
negative  answer  to  part  (e)  may  I  know’  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
complaints  received  by  Government  ? 

Mr.-  K.  George:  The  complaint  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
land  was  near  ihe  mosque. 

Mr*  T.  Mahomed  Ismail ;  May  I  know’  what  action  was 
taken  on  the  complaint  ? 

Mr.  K.  George  :  I  have  already  answered  that  question, 
Sir. 

Mr,  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  ( Quilon  cum  Kun- 
n  ittur)  :  May  I  know  whether  the  late  Dewan  Mr.  Austin  visited 
this  place  in  connection  wi.h  similar  complaints  made  and  whether 
orders  -were  passed  after  that  local  inspection  by  the  Dewan  ? 

Mr.  K.  George:  I  don’t  know  whether  it  was  Mr.  Austin 
who  vr-ited  and  inspected  the  locality.  I  find  that  the  Dewan  in¬ 
spected  the  site  on  17-8-1107. 

Construction  of  the  Vernacular  Primary  Girls'  School  at 
Perumathura. 

16.  ^Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  when  the  construction  of  the  Vernacular  Primary 
Girls’  behool  at  Perumathura  (in  Chirayinkil)  was  sanctioned  j 
and 

(b)  at  what  stage  that  work  now  is  ? 


150  THE  TBAVANCOEE  SEI  CHITEA  STATE  COTJHOflS.  [9lH  AUGUST  1037 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  (Ag.  Director  oj  Public  Instruction) 
(a)  Tin;  construction  of  a  building  for  the  school  has  uot  yet  been 
sanctioned.  .  „  , 

(/>)  This  does  not  arise  m  view  of  the  answer  to  pare  (a). 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib:  May  I  know  at  what 

stage  i he  proposal  rests  regarding  the  construction  of  a  building 
for”the  Vernacular  Primary  School  at  Perumathura  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill :  4  cents  of  land  have  to  he  acquired, 
After  the  acquisition  is  made,  steps  will  be  taken  to  construct  a  buil¬ 
ding. 

Mr.  N.  Abdar  Rahiman  Sahib  :  Was  there  any  Gazette 
Notification  of  the  acquisition  proceedings  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  MoudSill:  1  do  not  think  that  any  Gazette  Noti¬ 
fication  on  this  matter  has  appeared  as  yet- 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib:  May  I  know  why  the 
matter  is  being  delayed  like  this '? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill :  Sir,  the  matter  is  under  correspond¬ 
ence  ivitli  the  Revenue  authorities.  As  soon  as  it  is  settled,  neces¬ 
sary  steps  will  be  taken  for  the  construction  of  building. 

Bridge  across  the  Mimchil  River  at  Erattupetta. 

16.  '^Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state : 

( a)  whether  there  was  any  representation  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  bridge  across  the  Minachil  river  at  Erattupetta  ;  and 

(b)  if  so,  what  action  has  been  taken  on  the  matter  ? 

Mr-  G.  B-  E  Truscott  {Chief  Engineer,  Hoads,  Buildings 
and  Irrigation)  :  Yes  g 

(b)  It  has  been  decided  that  the  question  of  constructing  a 
bridge  at  Erattupetta  crossing  would  be  considered  after  the  Mena- 
chil  bridge  on  the  Lalom-Ponkunnam  road  has  been  completed. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  May  I  know  from  Govern¬ 
ment  when  the  bridge  on  the  Lalam  Ponkunnam  road  will  be  com¬ 
pleted. 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott:  Is  the  member  referring  to  the 
bridge  or  the  road  ? 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail:  My  question  is  about  the 
second  part  of  the  answer. 

President :  Honourable  members  will  please  raise  their  voice 
go  that  others  will  be  able  to  hear  them. 

Eoadjrom  Alleppey  to  Changanachery  or  Tir walla. 

17.  &Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  : 
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(,-()  whether  tharo  is  any  propos.i1  for  the  construction  of  a 
roii'l  hetw:en  Alleppey  and  Changatiachery  or  between  Alleppey  and 
Tim  valla  ;  ... 

(b)  whether  they  have  received  any  representation  from  the 
people  for  the  construction  cf  such  a  road  ;  and 

(,.•)  if  so,  what  ac.ion  has  been  taken  on  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  Q.  B  E.  Trtl  scott  :  (»)  Yes,  between  Alleppey  and 

gannehicy. 

(b)  Yes. 

(c)  The  question  is  under  consideration. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  With  reference  to  answer  to  part 
(b)  may  I  know  the  approximate  estimate  '! 

Mr.  Q.  B-  E.  Truscott :  No  estimate  has  been  prepared 
but  it  will  probably  cost  about  Ss.  10  Jakhs. 

Admission  of  non-Mahomed  n  pupils  to  the  English  High 
Scho'i,  Alleppey. 

IS.  ^Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  (/ amr,  Kunnctnad  and 
Muoattupucha.  cum  Dev-icolam)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state ; 

(a)  whether  non-Mahomedan  pupils  were  given  admission 
into  die  Government  English  High  School  at  Alleppey  ;  and 

(b '  if  the  answer  to  part  («■)  is  in  the  affirmative,  when  was 
such  permission  granted,  and  the  reasons  that  influence  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  grant  such  permission  ? 

Dr.  Kh  L.  Moudgill :  la.  Yes. 

( b )  Permission  was  granted  in  1931-S2  as  the  strength  in 
the  school  was  poor  and  as  the  leading  Muslims  of  the  locality  were 
for  throwing  the  school  open  to  all  communities. 

Mr.  G-  Narayana  Aiyar  :  May  I  know  what  is  the  total 
strength  of  the  school  ? 

Dr.  K.  L  Moudgill :  The  toial  strength  is  233. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar :  May  1  know  what  is  the  pre¬ 
sent  total  strength  of  the  non-Mahomedan  pupils  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Mondgill :  The  total  strength  of  the  non-Maho* 
medan  pupils  is  29. 

Applications  Jor  conciliation  of  debts, 

19,  ^Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  a  statement  showing: 

(cr)  the  number  of  peti  ions  for  conciliation  of  debts  received 
at  the  various  debt  conciliation  boards  till  the  end  of  Mithunam 
1112  ;  and 

lb)  the  places  from  which  those  petitions  were  received  ? 
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Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 

(a)  anrl  (/»  *dratements  furnishing  the  information  are  laid  on  the 
table. 

Candidates  selected  by  the  Public  Service  Commissioner 
at  the  examinations  held  in  11 11. 

20.  #Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  the  number  of  candidates  selected  by  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner  for  appointment  in  the  Intermediate  Division  of  the 
Public  Service  as  per  the  Selection  Examinations  held  by  him  in 

ini; 

(, b )  the  number  of  appointments  made  from  the  above  can¬ 
didates  till  1-1 1-1112  according  to  their  castes  ; 

(c)  are  all  the  candidates  appointed  till  the  above  date  in 
service,  and,  if  not,  how  many  of  them  are  out  of  service  ;  and 

(d;  are  fresh  persons  from  the  above  list  being  appointed 
when  previously  appointed  persons  in  acting  vacancies  remain  out 
of  service  on  account  of  the  termination  of  the  vacancies  in  which 


they  have  been  acting  ? 

Dr.  G.  D.  Nokes  : 

(a)  Clerks  with  English  qualification  ...  510 

Clerks  with  Vernacular  qualification  ...  33 

Typists  on  i!s.  25  ...  16 

Clerk-Typists  on  Rs,  20-25  ...  4 


(b)  A  state  neut  I  giviog  the  information  is  appended. 

'(c)  All  the  candidates  recruited  are  not. in  service  now.  It, 
is  not  possible  to  state  how  many  are  out  of  the  service 
as  they  do  not  all  notify  the  Public  Service  Commis¬ 
sioner’s  Office  as  directed.  . 

(d)  Yes. 

Public  Service  Examination. 

21.  ^Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state: 

(a)  whether  there  was  any  examination  by  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner  of  the  V.  S.  L.  C.  and  Y.  H.  holders  for  re¬ 
cruitment  in  the  Registration,  Judicial,  Revenue  and  other  depart¬ 
ments  ; 

(5)  how  many  appeared  for  the  examination  and  how  many 
passed  ;  and 

(c)  how  many  of  those  who.  passed  the  examination  were 
entertained  in  service  till  15-11-1112  ? 


*  Vide  Appendix  X.  Page  155. 
!  Vide  Appendix,  II.  Page  156. 
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Dr.  G.  D.  Nokes  : 

(а)  Yes  ; 

(б)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  Public  Service  Depart¬ 
ment  sheet  of  the  Gazette  dated  the  20th  October  1936. 

( c )  one. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahim  an  Sahib  :  How  many  Muslims 
hare  passed  this  examination  ? 

Dr.  G.  D.  Nokes  :  The  information  is  contained  in  the  de¬ 
partmental  sheet  of  the  Government  Gazette  referred  to  in  (A) 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  Will  the  Government 
kindly  furnish  this  information  as  I  am  not  in  a  position  tc,  get 
that  Gazette  now  P 

Dr.  G.  D.  Nokes  :  Neither  am  I  in  a  position  to  get  a  copy 
of  the  Gazette  now. 

Mr-  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  .■  With  regard  to  part  (c)  of  the 
answer  may  I  know  when  was  that  gentleman  entertained  in 
service  ? 

Dr.  G.  D.  Nokes  :  I  cannot  give  the  exact  date. 

Mr-  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  May  I  know  to  which  com¬ 
munity  he  belongs  ? 

Dr.  G.  D.  Nokes  '•  “Other  Hindu,”  so  far  as  I  can  recollect. 

Mr.  M-  S.  Anirudhan  :  May  I  know  whether  any  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  lias  been  turned 
down  by  Government  ? 

Dr-  G  D.  Nokes':  This  -question  does  not  arise,  Sir. 

President :  The  honourable  member  may  answer  it. 

Dr.  G.  D.  Nokes  :  So  far  as  1  am  aware,  no  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  mine  on 'recruitment  has  been  over-ruled  by  Government. 

Appointments  made  by  the  Financial  Secretary. 

22.  '^Mr.  M.  5.  Anirudhan:  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  statement,  by  caste,  of  persons  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Financial  Secretary  as  probationary,  acting  or  tern* 
porary  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar ;  ( Financial 
Secretary  to  Government)  :  The  staff  of  the  financial  Secretariat 
was  temporary  in  the  first  instance  and  consisted  mostly  of  persons 
transferred  from  the  Account  Office  (old  Financial  Section)  and 
the  General  Secretariat.  A  statement,  by  caste,  of  persons  newly 
appointed  by  the  Financial  Secretary  (other  than  transfers)  is  given 
below : — ■ 

Caste.  No. 

Vellaln  _  1 

Ch  era  mar  Christian  1 
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Statement,  by  caste,  of  the  staff  of  the  Financial 
Secretary’s  office. 

9o  r.  K.  M.  Korah  (Fathom,  Kotiayam  and  Changana- 
cliery  cum  Peermade) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on 
the  table  a  caste-wav  statement  of  the  staff  now  working  under  the 
Financial  Secretary  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  :  A  sta'ement 
showing  the  information  required  is  given  below  =  — 


Caste.  No. 

I.  Hindu— -Brahmin  7 

Xayar  12 

Ezhava  2 

Other  Caste  Hindu  1 

Other  Hindu  1 

II  Muslim  3 

III  Christian— Marthomite  1 

Other  Christian  1 


Statement,  by  caste,  o'1" appointments  nvHie  by  the  linandal 
Secretary  in  1111  and  1112. 

24.  ^Mr.  K.  M.  Korah:  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  lay  on  the  table  a  caste-war  statement  of  appointments  made  in 
the  Financial  Secretariat  in  1111  and  in  1112: 

(а)  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Public  Service  Commis¬ 
sioner  ;  and 

(б)  without  such  recommendation  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  :  The  appoint- 
meats  in  the  Financial  Secretariat  were  mostly  cases  of  transfers 
from  other  departments.  A  list  of  new  appointments  made  in  the 
Financial  Secretariat  is  given  below  '• — 


(a) 

Year. 

Caste. 

No. 

mi 

Nil, 

1112 

Ezhava 

1  On  the  advice  of  the 
Public  Service  Com¬ 
missioner. 

(4) 

1111 

Other  Caste 
Hindu 

Other  Christian 

1  Peon 

1  Peon 

1112 

Acting  appointments  for  periods  less  than 
one  month  only  made. 
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Appendix  I. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  19. 


Statement  showing  the  number  of  petitions  received  for 
conciliation  by  the  Boards. 


Name  of  the  Board. 

j  No.  of  conciliation 
j  applications. 

Kottayam  T}  Chief  Conciliation  Board. 

.J  11 

Nagercoil 

...  31 

Trivandrum 

19 

A  lleppey 

...  1  17 

Kottayam  I 

...  |  14 

Muvactnpuzha 

...  10 

(5) 

Statement  showing  the  names  of  Boards  and  the  number  of 
applications  received. 


Name  of  Board. 

Name  of  pakuthi. 

No.  of  applications. 

Kottayam  II.  Chief 

Kottayam 

9 

Gjiiciliation  Board. 

Kummanam 

1 

Nagercoil. 

Vijayapuram 

1 

Nagercoil 

12 

Vadaseri 

11 

Vadiveeswararu 

8 

Trivandrum. 

Chengazhasseri 

4 

Iranimuttam 

6 

Palkulangara 

4 

Alleppey. 

Vanchiyoor 

Ariyad  South 

8 

Alleppey 

10 

Champakulam 

1 

Pulimkunnu 

2 

Kynakari 

1 

Kottavam  I. 

Tiruvarppu 

7 

Kumarakam 

4 

Aimanam 

2 

Kottayam 

1  received  by  trans¬ 
fer  from  the  Chief 
Conciliation  Office. 

Muvattupuzha. 

Arakuzha 

3 

Tirumaradai 

3 

Mulavoor 

2 

Muvattupuzha 

|  2  - 
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Appendix  II. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  20. 

Statement  re  appointments  made  from  among  the  candidates 
selected  by  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  as  per  the 
examination  conducted  in  3111, 


Clerk  Rs.  20-25  (English 
qualification). 


Typist  Rs.  25-40 


Clerk-Typist  or  Typist  Rs.  20-25 


Clerk  (Vernacular  qualification) 


Brahmin  18 

Nayar  54 

Kammala  10 

Ezhava  13 

Other  Hindu  17 

Muslim  9 

Jacobite  15 

Marthomitc  11 

Syriac  Catholic  3 

Latin  Catholic  6 

S.  I.  U.  Church  3 

Other  Christian  3 

Brahmin  2 

Nayar  1 

Ezhava  1 

Other  Hindu  1 

Mrrthomite  1 

Brahmin  8 

Nayar  _  7 

Kammala  1 

Ezhava  5 

Other  Hindu  4 

Jacobite  1 

Latin  Catho'ie  2 

S.  I.  U.  Church  1 

Other  Hindu  1 


VOTING  OF  DEMANDS  FOR  GRANTS. 


DEMAND  I— LAND  REVENUE  AND 
TAXES  ON  INCOME. 

Mr.  K.  George:  Sir,  I  move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding 
Rs.  10,08,917  under  Demand  I — Land  Revenue  and  Taxes  on 
income. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  oppose  the  motion 
on  the  ground  that  non-caste  Hindus  and  non- Hindus  are  not 
adequately  represented  jn  the  Land  Revenue  Department.  This 
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Department  was  a  sealed  book  to  these  communities  and  was  opened 
to  them  by  a  Royal  Proclamation  on  the  1st  Chingom  1098.  It  is 
now  15  years  since  that  proclamation  has  been  issued  and  on  going 
through  a  caste-war  list  of  the  appointments  made  in  this  Depart¬ 
ment  it  is  seen  that  the  intention  with  which  this  depaitment  was 
thrown  open  to  these  communities  is  not  properly  appreciated  by 
the  appointing  authorities.  Of  the  Tahsilcars  more  than  75  per 
cent,  are  appointed  from  caste-Hindus.  Of  the  4'5  Proverthicars 
285  are  Hairs,  25  are  Brahmins,  Other  Hindus  47,  Jacobites  15, 
Marthomite  1,  Syrian  Catholic  1  and  Ezhavas  4.  Of  the  333  ap¬ 
pointments  the  share  given  to  these  communities  is  very  scanty. 
The  same  is  the  case  with  the  appointments  of  accountants.  Out 
of  the  573  accountants,  397  are  Hairs.  From  these  statements  it  is 
clear  that  even  after  this  department  was  thrown  open  for  other 
communities  the  encouragement  shown  to  the  over-represented 
community  in  the  Department  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  encour¬ 
agement  given  to  those  who  were  shut  out  from  the  department  for 
a  very  long  time.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  said  from  the 
treasury  Benches  that  the  Proverthicars  are  not  appointed  direct 
but  they  are  promoted  from  the  lower  ranks.  But  ia  this  case 
what  I  would  request  the  Government,  in  view  of  the  disabilities  to 
which  these  comm, unities  have  been  put  to,  is  that  they  must  also 
be  directly  recruited. 

Mr.  Kochika!  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  =  May  I  know 
what  those  disabilities  are  in  the  matter  of  recruitment  ? 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  They  were  shut  out  for  a  very 
long  time  from  the  department.  Fifteen  years  have  passed  Sir, 
since  the  department  was  opened  to  these  communities.  But  the 
statistics  of  appointments  made  may  convince  any  one  that  the 
claims  of  these  communities  were  not  adequately  recognised.  I 
would  request  the  Government  that  a  definite  proportion  of  the 
vacancies  may  be  filled  up  by  recruitments  from  Ihese  communities. 
With  these  words  I  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  N-  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  Sir,  in  supporting  the 
motion  I  wish  to  add  a  few  words.  The  cry  for  adequate .  repre¬ 
sentation  of  under-represented  communities  in  the  public  service 
has  been  going  on  for  so  many  years  not  only  so  far  as  the  Revenue 
Department  is  concerned  but  also  cf  others.  Even  after  the  sepa¬ 
ration  of  the  Devaswom  Department  from  the  Revenue  Department 
what  was  expected  has  not  yet  happened.  Owing  to  a  variety  of 
reasons,  certain  communities  were  excluded  from  appointments 
even  in  the  lower  ranks  of  service  in  the  Revenue  Department. 
Even  after  the  bifurcation  of  Devaswom  from  Revenue,  the  progress 
made  in  appointing  members  of  backward  communities  at  least  as 
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Proverthicars  and  Accountants,  has  been  rather  slow.  Sir,  after 
the  year  1097,  so  far  as  Muslims  are  concerned,  there  'are  only 
2  Muslims  who  were  able  to  secure  Proverthicar’s  posts.  As  for 
the  Accountants,  the  number  is  very  small. 

Mr.  Q.  Nairayana  Aiyar  s  May  I.  knotv  whether  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  honourable  member  that  appointments  should  be 
made  on  population  basis  or  on  qualification  basis  ? 

President  :  Order,  order.  I  think,  on  the  whole,  consider¬ 
ing  that  honourable  members  have  got  only  ltJ  minutes  each,  inter¬ 
ruption  has  to  be  confined  to  those  on  which  information  is  abso¬ 
lutely  essential  and  indispensable. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib :  “  Both  ”  is  my 

answer  to  the  honourable  member’s  question.  Even  so  far  as  the 
clerical  establishment  is  concerned,  appointments  of  -  qualified 
Muslims  are  not  made.  As  a  result  cf  long  and  persistent  agitation 
Goverffnaent  were  pleased  to  appoint  a  Public  Service  Commissioner 
and  he  is  invested  with  certain  powers.  But  so  far  as  1  am  aware, 
not  a  single  Musalmau  was  appointed  either  by  promotion  from  the 
lower  grade  or  by  direct  recruitment,  as  Proverthicar  or  Accoun¬ 
tant. 

When  the  rules  do  not  prohibit  direct  recruitment  to  these 
grades,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  Government  do  not  take 
steps  h  r  direct  recruitment  to  these  grades.  What  I  would  suggest 
is  to  remove  these  colossal  inequalities  in  the  public  service  and  to 
reserve  a  certain  per  centage,  say  50  per  cent.,  of  the  Proverthikars’ 
and  Accountants’  posts  to  be  filled  by  direct  recruitment  from  the 
various  backward  communities  alone.  It  has  been  the  cry  of  some 
people  that  the  Public  Service  Recruitment  Rules  themselves  are 
not  quite  satisfactory,  especially  so  far  as  the  lower  grade  and  the 
intermediate  grade  are  concerned.  Although  considering  the  pay 
of  the  Accountants,  their  posts  should  come  within  the  lower  divi¬ 
sion,  Government  have  included  those  posts  in  the  intermediate 
division  ;  the  same  is  the  case  with  regard  to  the  Proverthikars  also. 
And  the  Departmental  Heads  are  given  powers  in  the  matter  of 
promotion.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  when  promotions  are  made 
in  the  Proverthikars’  vacancies,  the  authorities  concerned  follow  the 
Public  Service  Recruitment  Rules.  I  would  suggest  to  Govern¬ 
ment  that  this  important  question  of.  making  direct  recruitments  in 
regard  to  these  appointments  must  be  taken  up  and  given  effect  to 
as  early  as  possible,  so  that  the  grievances  of  a  large  section  of  the 
population  which  was  hither  to  shut  out  absolutely  from  these  ap¬ 
pointments  may  be  redressed. 
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I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  bringing  to  the  notice 
of  the  Laud  Revenue  Commissioner  certain  sad  features  regarding 
the  markets  in  the  State.  A  substantial  amount  is  c.  fleeted  by  way 
of  toll  a  from  these  markets,  private  as  well  as  public  markets.  It 
is  clear  from  the  Administration  report  that  not  even  a  small  frac¬ 
tion  of  the  amount  collected  i>  being  spent  for  the  upkeep  of  these 
markets.  Speaking  of  my  constituency,  in  the  Nedumangad  market, 
the  market  is  so  small  and  considering  the  large  number  of  people 
who  gather  there,  it  is  rather  pitiable  to  see  that  a  large  number  of 
them  are  compelled  to  sit  on  the  road-side  and  vend  their  articles, 
this  is  a  great  public  nuisance  and  obstruction  to  traffic.  Buses 
and  motor  cars  find  it  very  difficult  to  pass  along  the  road.  The 
very  location  of  the  market  on  the  road-side  causes  great  incon¬ 
venience  to  the  public.  The  area  is  very  much  congested  and  both 
the  sellers  and  the  buyers  in  the  market  are  put  to  great  inconveni¬ 
ence.  The  sanitary  arrangements  are  also  very  unsatisfactory. 
The  market  has  to  be  extended  and  improved  as  early  as  possible. 
I  understand  that  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  has  inspected 
the  market,  Sir,  provision  for  the  extension  of  this  market  has 
been  made  in  the  budget  on  more  than  one  occasion  in  the  past  ; 
but  unfortunately,  nothing  has  so  far  been  done. 

Similarly,  in  the  market  in  Chirayinkil  and  in  many  markets 
around  the  Trivandrum  town,  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  bad, 
and  some  of  them  are  not  even  swept  properl}'  ;  several  of  them 
have  no  wells  for  the  supply  of  good  drinking  water  to  the  market¬ 
going  public.  I  would  urge  upon  the  Government  that  at  least  a 
portion  of  the  collections  from  these  markets  might  be  spent  on 
their  upkeep  and  improvement. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai  ( Tovala  cum  Agastees- 
vavam)  :  Sir,  I  also  rise  to  oppose  the  Demand.  My  object  is 
entirely  different  from  those  of  the  previous  speakers.  1  want  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  glaring  inequality 
in  the  assessment  of  land  tax  in  the  country  and  to  impress  upon 
the  Government  the  urgent  necessity  of  thoroughly  overhauling  the 
existing  land  revenue  system  so  as  to  secure  an  equitable  distribu¬ 
tion  of  tax  burdens  by  basing  them  entirely  on  the  income  derived 
from  the  land. 

Sir,  in  Naujinad,  you  have  a  glaring  and  clear  instance  of  this 
inequality  of  assessment.  Years  ago,  Dewan  Ramaiengar  has  stated 
thus : — 

“  The  present  inequality  of  assessment  such  as  it  is,  is  another  evil  of 
great- magnitude.  Generally,  to  the  north  of  Trivandrum,  the 
assessment  of  land  is  moderate.  But,  in  the  southern  taluks,  nota¬ 
bly  in  Thovala  and  Agast-eesvaram,  the  burden  is  both  onerous  and 
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unequal.  Complaints  of  over  assessment  and  the  incidence  of  the 
Government  demand  are  frequent  The  margin  of  profit  is  said  to 
be  small.  There  is  no  accumulation  of  capital  The  bulk  of  the 
agricultural  population  are  able  to  derive  but  a  bare  subsistence 
from  the  land.  Without  a  more  equal  distribution  of  taxation  and 
a  moderately  fixed  assessment,  it  is  idle  to  expect  any  great  exten 
sion  of  cultivation  or  economic  progress.” 

I  may  submit,  Sir,  that,  in  the  matter  of  taxation,  Nanjinad 
is  being  accorded  a  step-motherly  treatment.  As  has  been  stated 
in  thi3  House  during  the  last  4  years,  there  are  lands  in  Nanjinad 
which  pay  a  tax  of  Rs.  35  per  acre,  a  rate  which  does  not  obtain 
anywhere  in  the  whole  of  the  civilised  world.  Honourable  members 
may  be  aware  of  the  rate  of  assessment  in  the  adjoining  Tinnevelly 
District  in  the  Madras  Presidency  where  the  the  rate  is  highest.  The 
average  rite  in  the  Tambaraparny  area  is  Rs.  lil-15-6.  The  average 
rate  in  the  Madras  Presidency  is  Rs.  6-6-0.  In  Tanjore  in  there- 
settled  area  it  is  Rs.  6-S-7- 

Mr,  K.  George  :  Those  figures  represent  only  the  average. 

Mr.V-  5.  Arumukham  Pillai  ;  Yes.  So  far  as  Nanjinad 
is  concerned,  it  has  been  admitted  by  the  Land  Revenue  Commis¬ 
sioner  himself  that  the  uverege  is  Rs.  20  per  acre. 

Mr.  K.  George  :  No- 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai :  Sir,  I  put  a  question  to 
the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  and  he  answered  that  in  Agas* 
tees  varam  the  average  was  Rs.  20  per  acre  Anyhow,  Sir,  from  the 
figures  that  are  now  given  it  will  be  clear  that  the  rates  in  Nanji- 
nad  are  much  higher  than  the  rates  even  in  the  Tinnevelly  Listrict. 
where  the  lands  are  much  more  fertile  than  the  lands  in  Nanjinad. 
As  I  have  stated,  Sir,  the  maximum  in  Nanjinad  is  Rs.  So  Per  acre; 
that  cannot'  be  disputed -by  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner. 

The  Economic  Depression  Enquiry  Committee  has  reported  that 
the  maximum  yield  per  acre  will  be  24  kottas  per  annum  ;  and  they 
have  estimated  the  cost  of  cultivation  which  is  rather  heavy  in  Nan- 
jinad  at  Rs.  84  per  acre  per  annum.  Taking  the  price  of  paddy  at 
Rs.  4  or  5  per  kotta  which  is  the  present  market  rate,  it  is  clear 
that  the  ryot  will  not  have  enough  to  pay  the  full  tax  of  Rs.  35 
per  acre. 

No w,  let  us  compare  this  rate  with  the  rates  in  other  parts  of 
the  State.  Our  brethren  in  the  North  are  making  enormous  profits 
out  of  tea,  rubber,  cardamoms  and  cocoanuts  ;  and  they  have  been 
making  huge  profits  during  the  last  two  centuries  without  paying 
any  substantial  portion  to  the  coffers  of  <the  State.  You,  Sir,  in 
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your  address  have  kindly  adverted  to  this  question  and  have  stated 
thac  you  propose  to  equalise  the  burden  of  taxation.  \  ou  have  also 
stated  that  there  have  been  encroachments  since  the  last  Settlement, 
encroachments  for  which  Government  do  not  derive  any  revenue  at 
present.  In  the  interest  of  the  tax-payers  of  Yanjinad,  I  appeal  to 
you  to  take  vigorous  steps  against  these  eneroackers.  Sir,  this  is 
even  more  important  than  smuggling  ;  it  is  worse  than  evasion  of 
income-tax.  1  am  also  aware,  Sir,  cf  your  statement  that  land  re¬ 
venue  also  should  be  based  on  the  income  derived  from  the  land. 
1  also  knowr  that  you  are  aware  of  the  high  and  excessive  rate  of 
assessment  in  South  Travaucore.  You  are  the  proper  person,  and 
I  appeal  to  you,  Sir,  to  help  us  with  the  relief  that  we  deserve.  I 
am  fully  confident  that  when  a  great  lawyer  and  bold  statesman  like 
yon  is  at  the  helm  of  affairs,  vigorous  steps  will  be  taken  to  redress 
the  grievances  of  the  people  of  Nanjinad. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath:  I  also  rise  to  oppose  the  motion. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  communal  representation  in  the 
public  service  I  merely  want  to  suggest  that  the  principle  which 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Government  in  regard  to  the  revision  of 
the  constituencies  and  the  franchise  may  well  be  extended  to  this 
question  of  communal  representation  in  the  public  service  also.  It 
is  true  that  some  communities  had  disabilities  in  the  matter  of  get¬ 
ting  educational  and  economic  facilities.  Such  communities  that  have 
really  suffered  from  lack  of  education  and  had  other  disabilities 
need  only  be  given  reservation  as  regards  representation  on  the  basis 
of  population  or  on  the  number  of.  qualified  hands.  All  other  ap¬ 
pointments  may  be  made  by  holding  competitive  examinations  or 
other  tests  so  that  they  may  fight  in  the  field  of  efficiency  and  we 
will  have  only  the  most  efficient  hands  in  the  service  from  among 
them. 

Coming  to  the  plight  of  the  ryots  of  Yanjinad  and  Edanad,  I 
endorse  every  word  of  Mr,  V  S.  Arumukham  Pillai.  While,  even 
in  the  most  fertile  land  in  the  adjoining  Tiunevelly  District  the 
average  rate  is  only  Rs.  9-15-0  per  acre,  it  is  Rs.  16-2“-12  in  the 
taluks  of  Thovala,  A gasteeswaram  and  Kalkulam.  Sir,  when  soon 
after  you  assumed  office  as  Dewan,  the  public  presented  you  with 
an  address  at  Yagercoil,  and  yon  weie  then  kind  enough  to  assure 
us  that  you  will  take  immediate  steps  to  remedy'  the  legitimate 
grievances  of  the  suffering  ryots.  That,  is  one  point  which  affects 
in  general  cultivators  for  a  long  time.  But  coming  to  this  year  and 


162  THE  TEAVAHCOBB  SEI  CHIT11A  STATE  COUHCIL[STH  AUOUST1937 
rMr-  K.  R.  Eleiikatb.] 

rb-  v-ir«  imt  prior  to  this  I  am  ar  a  loss  to  understand  the  attitude 
of~(&>wrVment  and  whv  they  have  not  been  at  all  sympathetic  to 
the'mo*t  distressed  rvots  in  Travancore.  Sir,  according  to  the 
fi,- cures  supplied  to  this  House,  we  find  that  there  has  been  an 
abnormal  increase  in  the  collection  of  arrears  as  well  as  o£  the  cur¬ 
rent  revenues  from  agricu'tnral  lands.  In  this  year’s  budget 
wheivus  Government  anticipate  losses  in  certain  heads  and  increase 
in  other  heads,  they  have  nothing  to  say  about  the  land  revenue, 
Probably  they' do  not  anticipate  the  necessity  forgiving  any  remis. 
sion  nest  year.  They  probanly  think  that  the  ryots  do  not  under¬ 
go  any  suffering  at  all  and  have  no  complaint  against  Government 
or  against  nature  itself.  Sir.  I  wish  to  deal  in  detail  about  this 
when  moving  the  adjournment  motion  this  after-noon. 

As  regards  coercive  steps  it  is  alarming  to  find  that  even  in 
the  sending  of  demand  notices  as  well  as  in  the  actions  taken  with 
regard  to  destraint  of  property,  sales  of  movable  and  immovable 
property  the  figures  of  1110  and  1111  show  very  abnormol  differ¬ 
ences.  Many  of  these  come  to  nearly  double  and  in  some  cases 
more  than  double.  Whereas  in  1110  the  number  of  demand  .notices 
was  793,000  and  odd,  it  has  risen  to  864,639  in  1111.  Coming  to 
the  action  taken  for  the  recovery  of  movables,  whereas  the  number 
stood  at  only  788  in  1110,  it  stood  in  111.  at  1,785.  So  also  with 
regard  to  the  amount  realised.  Whereas  one  is  Its.  19,106,  the 
other  is  Rs.  8,058. 1  only  make  a  passing  reference  to  these  to  show 
that  Government  is  very  stringent  and  strict  in  adopting  coercive 
measures.  Is  it  because  the  ryots  have  become  very  prosperous  and 
the  economic  depression  has  disappeared  that  Government  took  such 
an  attitude?  But,  Sir,  we  find  it  has  not  been  the  case  with  the 
ryots  even  though  Government  would  seem  to  take  such  a  view. 
If  the  demand  notices  had  been  on  the  increase  and  at  the  same 
time  the  Government  was  not  put  to  the  necessity  for  auctioning 
the  lands,  then  I  would  not  have  found  fault  with  their  presumable 
view.  But  what  we  find  is  that  the  number  of  cases  of  auction 
sale  doubles  itself  and  the  amount  realised  on  the  same  is  so.  That 
shows  the  abject  inability  of  the  ryot  to  pay  and  that  the  realisa¬ 
tion  of  re  venue  has  been  taking  place  in  the  most  coercive  manner. 
I  cannot  put  up  with  this  attitude  of  the  Revenue  Department. 

Sir,  coming  to  the  general  method  of  realising  the  assessment 
on  land  we  find  that  the  means  adopted  in  geueral  are  not  satisfac- 
tory.  There  is  much  corruption  in  the  department.  It  may  be 
because  the  iowpaid  officers,  when  they  get  an  opportunity  to 
deal  with  poor  ryots  by  taking  stringent  measures  under  instruc¬ 
tions  from  their  superiors  against  the  ryots  exploit  to  their 
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advantage  for  coercive  and  stringent  measures  being  adopted.  The 
ryots  are  in  a  very  helpless  condition  and  it  is  only  very  natural 
than  thev-  are  inclined  to  bribe  the  officers  in  order  that  they  may 
no:  be  deprived  of  their  small,  pieces  of  lands.  Government  there¬ 
fore  are  giving  greater  opportunities  to  these,  officers  to  extract  from 
the  poor  not  only  what  is  due  from  then?  but  considerably  something 
more.  We  cannot  find  fault  with  the  ryot  but  only  sympathise 
with  him  for  such  action;  for  the  poor  ryot  is  forced  to  resort  to 
such  m  ?ans  just  in  order  to  avoid  his  land  being  alienated. 

In  this  connection  I  would  refer  to  the  observation  made  by 
my  distinguished  friend  Mr.  Kuruvilia,  the  other  day,  that  the  best 
zneans  of  doing  away  with  corruption  would  be  to  change  the  law 
relating  to  it  in  order  that  he  who  bribes  may  not  be  penalised. 
Then  and  then  only  he  will  be  readily  eomingin  to  give  evidence 
before  the  authorities  on  the  action  taken  by  them.  As  I.  referred 
to  yesterday  I  know  of  a  Tahsildar  and  a  first  class  magistrate  to 
boot — a  very  honourable  post  indeed  who  in  every  act  of  his  recei¬ 
ves  a  bribe,  I  know  that  before  deciding  cases  ha  receives  bribes. 
In  realising  taxation  and  dealing  with  coercive  steps  he  gets  his 
commission  and  does  what  is  proper  for  his  brief. 

President  :  It  is  a  pity  the  honourable  member  does  not 
bring  that  instance  to  the  notice  of  Government. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  ••  I  have  brought  it  to  the  notice  of 
the  Government  by  means  of  an  interpellation  in  response  to  public 
opinion  as  well  as  my  own  feeling.  I  may  say  that  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Hindu  community,  lest  communalisrn  may  attribute  motives 
and  that  he  is  a  personal  friend  of  mine,  lest  it  may  be  construed 
that  I  have  any  personal  spite  for  him,  for,  in  these  public  matters 
friendships  and  other  things  ought  not  to  count  and  I  will  be. 
betraying  my  constituency  and  the  public  concerned  if  I  do  not 
bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  such  dangerous  attitude  and 
corrupt  methods  of  officers. 

I  only  want  to  urge  upon  the  Government  that  they  may  be 
more  sympathetic  to  the  ryots  and  that  the  Revenue  Commissioner 
may  instruct  his  subordinates  to  do  their  work  properly  and  in  such 
a  way  that  the  least  trouble  may  be  caused  to  the  ryots. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  :  Sir,  I  rise  to 
oppose  the  demand.  My  main  object  in  doing  so  is  to  protest  again* t 
the  action  of  Government  in  having  imported  a  foreigner  to  look 
after  the  income  tax  work.  From  the  year  1109  onwards  HU 
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the  present  year  the  amounts  that  we  have  been  receiving  under 
Income-tax  "has  been  steadily  increasing.  The  net  revenue  that 
we  realised  under  the  item  of  income-tax  in  1109  amounts  to 
Rs,  3,81,226.  In  11 10  we  were  able  to  realise  Rs.  5,21 ,786,  an 
increase  of  about  -2  laths.  In  HU  we  were  able  to  realise 
Rs.  4,86,130.  That  shows  a  deficit  of  about  a  lakh  and  the  Income- 
tax  Commissioner  explains  this  as  due  to  the  trade  depression. 
Coming  to  1112  we  anticipated  an  amount  of  Rs.  3,50,000  but  we 
got  Rs  6,28,000,  about  Rs.  78,000  over  the  anticipated  amount. 

Mow  what  we  have  to  consider  when  we  take  up  the  question 
as  to  whether  there  is  the  necessity  to  import  a  foreigner  is  whether 
our  Income  Tax  Department  with  its  Income-tax  Commissioner 
who  is  probably  the  first  Travancorean  Land  Revenue  and  Income 
Tax  Commissioner  who  draws  a  four-figure  pay,  and  with  the  ex¬ 
perienced  Revenue  officers  and  the  43  collectors  that  we  are  having 
at  our  disposal  cannot  function  without  the  help  of  a  foreigner. 
We  find  that  from  the  year  1109  onwards  we  were  able  to  collect 
90  per  cent,  of  the  amounts  that  were  demanded,  in  1111  we  have 
issued  5,114  C.  and  D.  notices.  Of  these,  only  2,152  persons  were 
assessed.  That  is  less  than  50  per  cent,  so  that  in  the  matter  of 
making  demands  the  department  was  not  at  all  inactive.  Let  us  see 
whether  all  'he  demands  were  realised.  As  I  submitted  at  the 
outset  90  per  cent,  of  the  demands  were  met.  Of  the  2,152  persons 
who  were  assessed  in  1111  only  226  persons  appealed-  Of  these 
145  appeals  were  allowed-  That  means  that  over  5  0  per  cent,  of 
the  appeals  were  allowed,  which  again  means  that  over  60  per  cent, 
of  the  persons  were  unfairly  taxed.  Now,  what  was  the  position 
in  1109  and  what  was  the  position  in  1110  ?  I  pointed  out  to  the 
House  that  our  income  tax  has  been  increasing.  In  1109,  276 
appeals  were  preferred  by  persons  stating  that  they  were  unfairly 
assessed.  Of  these,  178  appeals  were  allowed.  That  means  50  per 
cent,  of  the  people  were  unfairly  assessed  in  1.109  also.  In  1110,  219 
appeals  were  preferred  praying  that  the  appeals  should  be  allowed 
and  that  they  were  unfairly  assessed  by  the  collectors.  Of  these, 
143  appeals  were  allowed.  That  means  that  even  in  the  year  1110 
about  50  per  cent,  of  the  persons  were  unfairly  assessed  by  way  of 
income  tax.  bo  far  as  these  C.  and  D.  notices  are  concerned,  I 
submitted  to  the  House  that  the  income  tax  officers  are  very  active, 
and  that  only  half  of  the  C.  and  D.  notices  that  were  issued  were 
subjected  to  assessment. 

President :  Very  active  as  regards  smaller  incomes. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair .  But  Sir  I  submit 
that  I  fail  to  see  the  necessity,  in  the  light  of  the  statistics  I  have 
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given,  for  importing  a  foreigner,  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  we  have  got  a  Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Commissioner, 
and  a  senior  officer  who  has  been  appointed  as  a  Deputy  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Income  Tax.  Under  such  circumstances,  wherein  lies  the 
necessity  of  the  importation  of  a  foreigner  ?  i  believe  I  have  been 
able  to  point  out  to  the  House  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  such 
an  oppointment.  If  the  Government  was  able  to  bring  home  to 
this  House  the  necessity  of  appointing  a  new  iofficer,  I  could  have 
understood  it. 

So  far  as  our  land  revenues  are  concerned  I  should  submit  a 
word.  The  condition  of  the  agriculturists,  though  much  reference 
has  been  made  in  the  opening  address  that  his  condition  is  being 
looked  into,  I  should  submit,  is  in  no  way  better-  He  has  to  bring 
his  commodities  to  the  market.  He  has  to  pay  a  very  decent 
amount  by  way  of  market  tolls.  If  he  takes  his  commodities  in  a 
cart  he  has  to  pay  the  P.  W.  D.  authorities  by  way  of  tolls  there 
also.  If  he  has  to  export  his  commodities,  he  has  to  pay  customs 
duties.  With  the  paltry  amount  that  he  gets  after  meeting  these 
he  has  to  purchase  his  necessaries.  Mr.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  was 
submitting  that  in  the  Nedumangad  Taluk  in  the  matter  of  levying 
market  dues  complaints  after  complaint  have  gone  to  Government.  Sir, 
mass  petitions  have  been  sent  to  Government.  We  convened  a  meet¬ 
ing  and  sent  up  resolutions,  but  the  Tahsildars  are  always  keen  in 
showing  that  year  by  year  the  amount  that  Government  gets  is  on 
the  increase.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the  market  contractors  bid  for 
higher  amounts  because  they  are  allowed  to  collect  any  amount  they 
choose.  1  would  request  the  Government  to  kindly  go  into  this 
question,  particularly  into  the  complaints  that  we  have  made  so  far 
as  the  markets  of  Nedumangad  are  concerned. 

Mr-  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi:  Sir,  I  also 
oppose  the  motion,  but  not  for  tbe  reasons  adduced  by  my  friend 
Mr.  Kesavau  Nair.  On  the  other  hand  I  certainly  welcome  the 
appointment  of  an  expert  for  the  time  being  to  set  right  our  Income 
Tax  Department.  In  British  India  also,  as  far  as  I  understand, 
the  Income  Tax  Department  began  as  an  appendage  of  the  Land 
Revenue  Department  and  as  the  work  and  the  scope  of  the  Income 
Tax  Department  developed  it  was  found  necessary  to  form  a 
separate  department.  Moreover  Income  tax  is  a  highly  technical 
and  specialised  thing,  The  Tahsildars  and  Income  Tax  collectors 
have  not  got  sufficient  time  to  do  this  work  and  to  study  methods 
of  collection.  When  the  honourable  member  points  out  that  there 
have  been  evasions  of  payment  that  very  fact  onlv  shows  that  we 
should  so  regulate  the  collection. 
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Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair ;  Sir,  as  a  word 
of  personal  explanation,  I  may  say  that  I  never  stated  that  there 
has  been  evasion. 

President :  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi 
referred  to  you. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  In  1108  when 
the  Assembly  threw  out  the  grant  for  the  appointment  of  Income 
Tax  Inspectors,  it  was  decided  by  this  House  to  appoint  Income 
Tax  Officers  on  a  higher  pay,  with  greater  responsibility.  We 
take  it  as  a  compliment  to  this  House  that  the  results  of  such  ap¬ 
pointments  have  justified  the  proposal.  Therefore,  one  of  the 
most  welcome  features  in  the  new  budget  is  the  short  time  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  specialist  who  has  had  special  knowledge  of  income  tax 
administration  in  British  India.  My  only  fear  is  that  the  climatic 
conditions  and  the  conditions  of  our  Service  Regulations  are  not  so 
inconvenient  as  not  to  give  temptation  to  that  man  to  continue 
longer  than  may  be  necessary. 

Then  another  point  was  raised  in  the  discussion  ;  if  it  were  not 
by  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Anirudhan  I  would  have  been 
intolerant.  Time  after  time,  honourable  member,  were  rising  and 
wasting  the  time  of  the  House  I  think  it  is  not  unparliamentary  to 
use  the  word  ‘wasting'  by  repreating  terms  of  “communal  justice 
and  injustice.”  It  provokes  my  smile.  All  our  learning  is  wasted 
on  ill-timed  statistics.  After  all,  it  is  not  quite  proper  that  we  barp 
upon  these  things.  For  historic  reasons,  some  men  must  have 
chosen  to  enter  the  lower  grades  of  the  Government  service.  My 
sympathy  goes  out  to  them  for  being  at  everybody’s  bidding.  The 
worst  punishment  one  can  contemplate  in  a  civilised  society  is  ,to 
appoints  man  as  a  Proverthicar.  Not  only  before  Government 
officers  but  even  before  pretentious  Council  members,  they  are 
servile.  For  Mr.  Anirudhan  to  think  that  they  are  monopolising 
the  service  is  a  perversion  of  history.  If  any  other  member  had 
stated  that,  I  would  have  replied  that  these  pathalogical  cases  must  be 
looked  into.  What  does  it  matter  whether  the  tax  collector  is  a  . 
Vysia  or  a  KshatriaV  That  does  not  matter.  What  does  it  matter  ; 
whether  the  Anehalmaster  is  a  Vysia  or  a  Kshatria  ?  At  every  turn  ! 
of  the -discussion,  whether  it  be  a  bridge  proposed  by  Mr.  Truscott  j 
or  income  tax  or  revenue  affair  proposed  by  Mr.  George,  it  is  saM  j 
that  “la  Kshatrias  and  11  Vedans  are  there.  One  more  Vedan  j 
should  he  taken  in,  otherwise  it  would  be  social  injustice.”  I  would  j 
appeal  to  Ahr.  Anirudhan  -to  remember  that  it  will  be  bad  grace  for 
a«  honourable  member  to  take  up  his  time  in  talking  of  these 
things  when  the  whole  of  India  is  seriously  concerned  with  other 
matters, 
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President  :  ‘‘Wasting  the  time  of  the  House”  is  not  un- 
parl iamen rary  language. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi:  For  certain 
inequalities  there  must  have  been  historic  reasons.  After 
all  at  this  juncture  I  should  say  that  there  is  absolutely  no 
inequality  in  this  land.  There  is  nothing  like  slave  trade 
here.  There  is  nothing  preventing  a  naan  in  aspiring  to  the 
highest  office  in  the  State.  If  Mr.  Auirudhau  and  others 
desire  it,  they  can  succeed  to  the  Dewanship  at  Bhaktbivilas.  But 
simply  because  one  is  a  Yedan,  on  ethnological  grounds  that  he 
should  get  an  office  is  not  justice.  We  are  all  opposed  to  the 
appointment  of  Brahmins  even  in  religious  offices  because  birth  is 
not  considered  to  be  a  valid  ground  for  appointment ;  certainly  it 
does  not  appeal  to  our  logic,  A  few  years  ago  people  of  certain 
other  communities  must  have  chosen  to  get  into  sane  lucrative 
trade,  they  must  have  engaged  in  industries  and  have  had  a  good 
time  of  it.  After  all  the  connotation  of  words  has  changed  in  Indian 
India.  ‘Community,’  ‘justice,’  and  ‘social,’  have  very  different 
connotations  in  the  Oxford  Dictionary.  Certainly  it  is  very  tire¬ 
some  to  hear  respectable  and  honourable  members  repeating  about 
‘justice’  and  ‘injustice’  in  this  connection.  [  am  afraid  if  these  are 
rendered  into  a  gramaphone  plate  and  played  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  every  session,  it  would  amply  satisfy  some  of  my  honourable 
collegues. 

Mr.  M-  Qovittdan  (Nominated)  :  Sir,  I  have  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  agree  with  Mr.  Anirudhan  in  the  matter  of  inadequacy  of 
representation  of  certain  communities  in  the  Be  venue  Department, 
I  know  that  Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  will  characterise  my  speech  as 
a  waste  of  time.  Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  can  afford  to  do  that. 
His  community  enjoys  practically  a  monopoly  o£  appointments  in 
the  Revenue  Department.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  is  very  funny  and  in¬ 
teresting  to  see  a  member  of  that  community  assuming  a  degree  of 
indifference  and  attaching  unimportance  to  the  subject,  asking  other 
members  not  to  waste  time  because  after  all,  it  is  nothing  whether 
a  Kanikkaran  or  anybody  else  holds  an  appointment.  That  is  too 
transparent  an  advocacy  that  we  can  easily  see  through.  Sir,  there 
is  very  great  hardship  for  ub.  It  is  the  birthright  of  every  citizen 
to  have  a  fair  share  in  the  administration  of  the  country.  If  un¬ 
fairness  was  shown  by  certain  communities  at  the  beginning  by 
monopolising  certain  appointments,  that  is  communal  injustice.  It 
is  I  know  very  unfashionable  even  to  use  the  word  communal  sim¬ 
ply  because  the  articulate  section  of  the  community  has  attached  a 
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connotation  to  the  word  ‘  communal  ’  with  a  disparaging  associa¬ 
tion.  I  submit  that  it  is  too  late  in  the  day  for  these  metheds  oE 
advocacy  to  succeed.  Be  fair  to  all  communities.  Those  who  have 
taken  a  lictle  undue  share  should  be  prepared  to  share  it  with  others. 
1  would  not  take  up  any  more  time  on  this  subject  except  to  give 
one  or  two  constructive  suggestions.  Sir,  in  the  matter  of  recruit¬ 
ment  to  the  Revenue  Department,  the  rotation  in  force  for  inferior 
service  has  not  been  applied  to  the  Accountants  from  whom  by 
promotion  Proverticars  are  recruited,  Why  was  that  not  applied  P 
It  was  not  applied  because  it  is  stated  that  the  Accountants  are 
responsible  officers  although  their  pay  is  that  of  the  inferior  grade. 
Why  are  nor  Proverticars  directly  recruited  direct  from  outside? 
Simply  because  the  appointment  i*  stated  to  be  responsible.  Then 
I  say  recruit  them  from  the  Accountants.  But  the  accountants  are 
included  in  the  intermediate  division  though  according  to  their  pay 
they  should  come  in  the  inferior  grade.  Since  accountants  have 
beau  put  in  the  intermediate  grade,  60  per  cent  of  them  have  to  be 
recruited  by  efficiency  test  and  40  per  cent,  only  according  to  com¬ 
munal  representation.  I  submit  that  it  is  very  hard.  It  was  very 
reassuring  to  hear  the  Revenue  Commissioner  stating  in  another 
place  that  there  is  an  idea  of  reserving  a  fair  share  of  the  appoint¬ 
ments  of  Proverticars  for  direct  recruitments  of  qualified  hands.  That 
is  all  very  well.  But  I  ask  whether  that  will  remove  the  inequality 
My  answer  is,  no.  Even  if  you  reserve  a  good  share  of  it  for  ap¬ 
pointment  direct  according  to  rotation,  still  a  good  share  will 
remain  for  promotion  from  the  ranks  of  the  Accountants.  The  only 
effective  way  of  removing  this  unfairness  is  to  put  the  Accountants 
in  the  inferior  grade  to  which  they  properly  belong.  If  that  is  done 
the  inequality  in  the  Proverticar’s  grade  will  disappear  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years  when  promotions  are  made  from  the  Accountant’s 
grade  to  the  Proverthicar’s  grade. 

Another  point  I  wish  to  refer  to  is  about  the  appointment  of 
Revenue  probationers  as  is  done  elsewhere.  You  say  that  experi¬ 
ence  is  required  for  revenue  work.  What  about  the  I.  C.  S,  men  ? 
When  they  enter  the  Revenue  department,  they  h  ive  no  experience 
of  revenue  work.  They  are  associated  with  all  classes  of  work.  They 
are  even  given  second  class  aud  third  class  Magistrates  powers,  We 
have  got  ever  so  many  B.  As  and  B.  Ls,  fully  qualified  to  hold  any 
appointment  in  public  service.  They  can  be  taken  as  Revenue 
probationers  and  given  training  if  the  Government  are  really  serious 
to  give  adequate  representation  to  the  unrepresented  communities. 
That  is  so  far  as  communal  representation  is  concerned. 
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It  is  true  that  Government  must  have  resources  to  discharge 
their  functions  and  meet  the  needs  of  a  progressive  administration. 
They  'must  collect  raxes.  But  when  I  look  at  the  bulk  of  volumes 
of  the  Gazette  and  find  the  enormous  number  of  coercive  steps 
taken  in  respect  of  properties  for  arrears  of  tax.  I  shudder.  The 
number  of  the  coercive  steps  has  become  so  great  that  anybody  will 
be  shocked  to  note  it.  These  coercive  steps  are  proposed  to  be 
taken  for  the  realisation  of  nominal  sums.  There  should  be  some 
redress  for  this.  Another  matter  is  that  there  must  :be  enough 
money  for  running  this  progressive  administration.  Where  is 
money  to  come  from  ?  Many  sources  are  indicated  no  doubt.  My 
point  is  this.  Many  of  us  are  enjoying  trees  without  paying  any 
tax  for  them.  I  ask  why  not  the  Government  conduct  a  fresh 
Land  Kevenue  settlement  ■>  30  or  40  years  have  elapsed  since  the 

last  settlement.  When  I  suggest  that,  in  a  Council  mostly  com¬ 
posed  of  land  owners,  it  will  be  a  very  unpopular  suggestion.  At 
least  some  of  my  friends  will  feel  it  as  hard.  The  fact  is  that  we 
are  enjoying  extensive  lands  -with  trees  without  paying  any  tax  for 
the  trees-  Attention  of  Government  should  be  directed  to  that 
aspect  of  the  matter.  A  fresh  settlement  would  only  be  a  just  and 
fair  method  of  solving  this  problem. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  ;  May  I  know  from  the 
member  when  the  next  settlement  is  due  ? 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  :  I  am  not  in  possession  of  information 
in  regard  to  that.  It  is  long  over-due,  so  far,  I  know,  at  least  in 
a  large  number  of  Taluqs. 

Mr.  M.  K.  Anantha  Siva  Aiyar  (Nominated) :  From  the 
administration  report  of  1111,  I  find  that  the  number  of  defaulters 
in  1111  in  regard  to  payment  of  tax  whose  properties'  were  sold 
was  20,890.  The  revenue  derived  on  that  score  in  1111  was 
Rs.  78,094.  In  the  year  1113  revenue  under  this  head  is  estimated 
to  come  to  Rs.  85,00 0.  From  this  we  have  to  presume  that  sales 
will  certainly  be  on  the  increase  in  future  years  also.  This  is  a  very 
bad  symptom  of  the  present  economic  condition  in  the  country. 
There  may  be  cases  in  which  Pattadars  allow  their  properties  to  be 
sold  and  purchased  in  the  name  of  other  persons  for  the  purpose  of 
defrauding  their  creditors.  Even  after  allowing  a  margin  for  such 
sales,  the  figure  is  appalling.  In  .the  interests  of  the  tax  paying 
people  and  in  view  of  the  present  economic  chaos  and  loss  of  credit 
among  the  people.  I  would  suggest  for  the  kind  consideration  of 
Government  the  adoption  of  the  method  followed  by  the  Civil 
Courts  in  the  matter  of  realising  decree  amounts  for  the  recovery  of 
arreai’s  of  revenue  also.  If  a  property  comes  up  for  auction  on 
account  of  arrears  of  tax,  such  sale  may  be  adjourned  to  a  specified 
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date  on  payment  by  the  defaulter  of  a  portion  of  the  amount  due. 
If  necessary,  his  written  consent  may  be  taken  that  on  default  of 
payment  of  the  balance  on  the  adjourned  date,  the  property  may 
be  sold  without  making  a  fresh  proclamation  on  that  account.  That 
is  the  procedure  now  followed  by  the  Civil  Courts  and  I  hope  the 
same  procedure  may  be  followed  here  also  with  advantage  both  to 
the  Government  and  the  people  alike.  The  same  procedure  may  be 
followed  in  respect  of  the  arrears  under  Excise  revenue  also.  No 
doubt  the  only  justification  for  iny  suggesting  this  course  is  the 
present  economic  condition  of  the  country. 

In  the  matter  of  loans  such  as,  the  Agricultural,  Industrial, 
Land  Mortgage  Bank  and  special  loans,  it  is  seen  that  heavy  sums 
are  still  in  arrears.  In  the  case  of  Agricultural,  Industrial  and  Land 
Mortgage  Bank  loans,  the  present  practice  is  for  the  realisation  in  a 
lump  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  arrears  i.  «.,  not  only  the  defaulted 
instalments  but  also  the  whole  of  the  future  instalments.  This  is 
really  a  very  hard  process.  I  would  suggest  that  some  concession 
be  granted  in  the  matter  of  realisation  of  arrears.  In  taking  pro¬ 
ceedings  for  the  whole  amounts  due  under  such  loans,  ,the  Land 
Revenue  Department  is  not  able  invariably  to  realise  anything  be¬ 
cause  they  do  not  get  people  to  purchase  the  properties  when 
brought  to  sale.  I  would  suggest  an  alternatiue  course  in  that  con¬ 
nection.  Lf  that  is  adopted,  better. results  could) be  achieved.  When 
properties  are  sold  for  back  arrears  alone,  a  stipulation  may  be  made 
that  such  properties  will  be  a  charge  for  the  amount  of  future  in¬ 
stalments  also.  The  purchaser  ’  of  the  property  can 'step  into  the 
shoes  of  the  original  debtor  and  pay  the  future  instalments  on  the 
due  dates. 

This  will  be  an  advantage  both  to  the  defaulter  as  well  as  the 
purchaser.  The  defaulter  if  he  wants  set  aside  the  sale  will  have 
to  pay  within  BO  days  of  the  date  of  the  auction  .only  that  amount 
for  which  the  property  has  been  sold  viz.,  the  back  arrears.  I  will 
give  an  illustration,  suppose  a  party  has  j,taken  Rs.  10,000  under 
Agricultural  loan.  He  defaults  in  the  payment  of  the  first  instal¬ 
ment  say  Rs.  1,000.  The  procedure  now  is  that  his  properties  fare 
proclaimed  for  sale  for  ad  the  Rs.  10,000.  The  difficulty  is  to  find 
out  a  bidder  at  this  period  of  depression.  Who  has  got  the  money  to 
pay  in  a  lump  ?  I  believe  there  is  none.  The  Government  could  nols 
get  purchasers.  Consequently  they  adjourn  the  sale.  Again  the 
properties  come  np  for  auction  at  another  time  and  the  same  fate 
follows.  Therefore  it  will  be  in  the  interests  of  both  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  people  alike  to  follow  the  lines  suggested  by  me  viz-, 
to  sell  the  properties  for  the  arrears  alone  i.  e.,  Rs.  1,000  in  this 
case,  with  a  stipulation  that  the  .properties  will  be  a  charge  for  the 
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mean  that  they  pleaded  for  communal  representation  iii'all  its  grue¬ 
some  form.  They  must  have  been  meant  to  say  that  communal 
representation  ought  to  be  adopted  with  due  reference  to  efficiency. 
That  ouorht  to  be  accepted  by  Government.  The  Government  have 
already  accepted  the  principle  cf  communal  representation  in  a  quali¬ 
fied  manner.  I  would  also  plea  for  communal  representation  in  a 
qualified  manner  vh  .  that  efficiency  must  be  given  due  preference 
before  giving  efLot  to  communal  representation.  When  this  House 
discusses  on  vital  questions  concerning  the  State,  its  prosperity,  and 
the  well-being  of  the  people,  these  questions  are  often  ignored  and 
forgotten  in  the  process  of  this  fight  for  communal  representation. 
There  is  a  cry  for  distribution  of  offices  to  members  of  all  the  com¬ 
munities.  ft  is  not  worse  than  crying  for  one’s  self.  Tt  is  only  an 
extension  of  the  principle  of  self  that  you  cry  for  the  community  to 
which  you  belong.  To  avoid  this  regrettable  phonomenon  that  is 
prevelent  in  this  House  and  elsewhere,  the  Government  ought  to 
take  some  immediate  action.  Of  course,  with  due  reference  to 
efficiency,  communal  representation  ought  to  be  given  Sir,  on  the 
merits  of  it,  this  is  all  that  I  have  to  say, 

I  have  to  speak  a  word,  being  a  member  representing  the 
municipalities  of  the  State,  about  the  Land  Revenue  Department. 
The  Land  Revenue  Department  ought  to  assist  the  municipality  to 
have  a  land  policy  of  its  own.  There  are  slums  in  the  towns  and 
they  are  Government  lands.  All  these  must  vest  in  the  munici- 
pality,  and  the  Land  Rsvenue  Department  must  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  Poramboke  lands  within  the  municipality  which  belong  to 
Government  are  not  vested  in  the  municipality.  1  would  suggest  that 
all  such  lands  must  vest  in  the  respective  municipalities .  In  the 
Trivandrum  municipal  area,  all  the  Government  lands  must  be 
handed  over  to  the  municipality  so  that  they  may  tackle  housing 
problems  etc.  The  slum  area  must  also  be  allowed  to  be  acquired 
by  the  municipality  so  that  they  may  enhance  their  resources  by 
reclaiming  those  lands,  making  them  fit  for  occupation  and  letting 
them  out  for  building  purposes.  In  regard  to  the  question  of 
extension  of  town  limits  I  have  to  say  a  word.  That  work  also  may 
be  allowed  to  be  done  by  the  municipality.  The  extension  of  the 
municipal  towns  may  be  allowed  to  be  effected  by  the  municipality, 
and  the  municipality  can  be  helped  to  acquire  the  lands  in  the  parts 
to  which  the  towns  may  be  proposed  to  be  extended  and  thereby 
the  municipalities  can  share  in  the  increasing  value  of  the  lands 
Sir,  on  hehalf  of  the  municipality  I  seek  the  assistance  of  the  Land 
Revenue  Department  to  enable  the  municipalities  to  develop  a  land 
policy  of  their  own. 
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Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  Sir,  in  opposing  the  demand  I 
wish  to  make  clear  one  point.  Not  a  day  passes  here  without  a 
reference  to  communal  representation.  It  is  the  wish  of  every  one 
that  there  must  be  an  end  to  this  question  as  early  as  possible.  I  do 
not  know  what  is  meant  by  ‘efficiency’.  People  who  oppose  commuual 
representation  think  that  they  ere  the  custodians  of  efficiency . 

To  me  it  appears  that  efficiency  is  willingness  to  work,  pre¬ 
paredness  to  work  and  honesty  in  work.  If  any  man  has  got  the 
qualifications,  the  educational  qualifications  necessary  for  a  certain 
appointment,  if  he  is  willing  to  work  and  {if  he  is  honest  in  his 
work  ;  why  not  he  be  given  preference  to  the  members  of  other 
communities  who  are  over  represented.?  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  efficiency  I  want  to  make  it  clear  that  I  do  not  request 
Government  to  give  any  appointment  to  a  single  Muslim  who  is  r.ot 
efficient.  Without  giving  an  opportunity  to  a  man  how  can  you 
test  his  efficiency?  if  only  an  opportunity  is  given  and  if  you  find 
that  he  is  inefficient  dismiss  him,  if  he  is  dishonest  punish  him,  if 
he  is  currupt  prosecute  and  send  him  to  jail.  But  as  long  as  there 
is  no  means  of  measuring  the  efficiency  of  work,  before  he  is  given 
an  opportunity  to  work,  I  do  not  know  how  this  question  can  be 
solved.  I  think  according  to  the  rules  framed  by  Government 
during  the  time  of  Dewan  Mr.  Raghaviah  communal  considerations 
were  conditionally7  accepted  by  Government  by  fixing  that  “other 
things  being  equal  preference  will  be  given  to  members  of  un¬ 
represented  communities”-  1  ask  what  are  these  “other  things”. 
The  most  important  thing  for  an  appointment  is  educational  quali¬ 
fications.  ‘‘Other  things”,  as  I  said,  will  be  his  certificates  as  to 
his  character  and  his  ability.  Now  take  a  concrete  instance.  For 
the  appointment  of  a  doctor,  11.  b.  b.  s.<  qualification  is  necessary. 
Suppose  there  is  a  vacancy  of  a  doctor  and  half  a  dozen  doctors 
apply  for  it.  Suppose  there  is  an  applicant  from  the  unrepresented 
communities  who  has  got  certificates  for  his  qualification  from  his 
Professors  and  others  and  certificates  from  the  heads  of  other  hos¬ 
pitals  that  he  has  got  experience  and  that  he  is  honest  and  'efficient. 
How  can  we  justly  that  that  man  alone  is  left  out  and  all  the 
others  are  appointed.  If  such  is  the  case  and  I  assert  that  this  is 
what  takes  place  in  Travancore,  then  I  must  boldly  say  that  “other 
things”  are  not  necessary  qualifications  that  constitute  what  is  called 
efficiency.  But  these  “other  things”  go  to  constitute  what  is  called 
favourirism.  It  is  not  efficiency.  It  is,  if  I  am  permitted  to  say 
so,  is  hypocricy  pure  and  simple.  I  wish  to  point  out  one  example 
which  will  show  how  the  Government,  for  favouring  some  interested 
parties  are  violating  the  Government  rules  under  the  shelter  of 
“other  things  being  equal”.  There  was  a  vacancy  of  a  Lecturer  in 
the  Law  College*  Many  people  applied,  There  was  also  one  man 
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from  the  unrepresented  communities.  The  rules  laid  down,  includ¬ 
ing  the  “other  things”  that  1  have  said  before,  that  a  High  Court 
"Vakil  of  three  years  standing  is  eligible  for  the  post.  This  member 
of  the  unrepresented  community  had  that  qualification.  Suddenly 
there  comes  another  rule  that  only  High  Court  Vakils  of  five  years' 
standing  will  be  appointed.  It  did  not  stop  there.  There  were 
some  people  interested  in  some  particular  individual  and  they 
wanted  to  do  what  is  called  favouritism. 

President:  The  demand  is  in  relation  to  Laud  Revenue  and 
Taxes  on  Income  and  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  Law 
College  need  not  directly  involve  except  by  means  of  illustration. 
The  honourable  member  will  bear  that  in  mind. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  Sir,  I  began  by  saying  that  I 
will  point  out  one  case  only  as  an  illustration. 

President :  By  the  time  he  finishes  the  illustration)  his 
time  will  be  over.  He  has  got  only  two  minutes  more, 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  Then  there  came  another 
change,  in  the  rules  in  the  form  of  N.  B.  explaning  that  the  practice 
of  five  years’  standing  does  not  mean  practice  in  the  High  Court 
only  but  includes  practice  in  the  District  Court  also.  That  was 
because  one  gentleman  whom  somebody  wanted  to  favour  had  not 
got  five  years’  practice  in  the  High  Court.  He  had  five  years’ 
practice  in  the  District  Court  only. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillal  :  May  I  know  who 
makes  appointments  in  the  Law  College? 

Mr-  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  I  say  that  it  is  £  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Travancore, 

I. bring  these  facts  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  so  that 
these  inequalities  and  favouritism  must  be  stopped.  Sir,  I  want  to 
emphasise  one  thing.  As  long  as  these  inequalities  last  in  Travan¬ 
core,  as  long  as  due  deference  is  net  shown  to  efficiency  and  I  do 
not  want  anybody  to  be  appointed  who  is  not  efficient.  Let  it  be 
clearly  understood  that  the  clamour  for  communal  representation 
will  go  on.  Under  the  mask  of  efficiency  let  there  be  no  favouri¬ 
tism,  no  son-ism,  no  son-in-law-ism.  I  only  want  that  this  in¬ 
equality  must  be  done  away  with.  Let  every  one  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  show  efficiency. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillal  :  I  wish  to  say  a  few 

words  on  this  motion.  I  will  at  once  enter  into  the  question  of 
communal  representation  because  I  must  not  be  considered  un¬ 
fashionable  and  forsooth  anti-national !  It  has  come  to  that,  now- 
a-days.  My  good  friend  Mr.  Simon  said  that  this  question  must  be 
given  a  quietus,  J  agree  entirely  with  him.  Every  member  of 
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this  House  will  agree  with  that  desire  and  wish  expressed  by  my 
friend.  But  the  question  is  how  to  do  it  ?  Government  have  been 
trying  to  quietus  this  question  and  trying  to  solve  this  agitation 
and  cry.  They  have  tried  every  means  in  their  power  and  they 
have  made  concessions  after  concessions.  Even  after  giving  effect 
to  the  recommendations  of  the  admittedly  communally  minded 
people  in  the  Public  Service  Recruitment  Report,  the  cry  becomes 
louder  and  louder  every  day.  I  can  safely  say  that  whatever  else 
might  have  been  achieved  by  giving  concessions  and  trying  to  solve 
the”question  by  recoguisi  ig  communal  representation,  it  has  not 
achieved  greater  concord,  and  satisfaction  among  the  communities. 
With  ever  added  privilege  given,  leniency  shown,  the  cry  seems  to 
rise  louder  and  louder.  That  is  a  psychological  question  which  the 
Government  may  do  ivell  to  look  into,  it  has  been  stated  over  and 
over  again  as  though  it  was  in  the  power  of  a  community  that  hap¬ 
pens  to  hold  jobs  perhaps  a  little  more  in  variation  to  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  their  population  to  put  a  stop  to  this  clamour-  I  think  the 
attack  must  be  made  if  it  has  to  be  made  at  all  on  the  appointing 
authority  and  not  on  the  communities  who  hold  the  posts.  What¬ 
ever  that  be,  Mr.  Govindan  has  said  that  in  the  Land  Revenue  De¬ 
partment  one  community  has  got  a  monopoly7.  He  knows  more 
than  anybody  else  the  historical  reason  for  that.  When  other  people 
were  engaged  in  mther  professions  which  were  more  remunera¬ 
tive  there  were  only  this  set  of  people  to  carry7  on  the  duties  of 
Government.  Some  of  them  undertook  this  duty  and  they  cannot 
be  found  fault  for  that. 

Mr.  M.  Govindn  ••  May  I  know  whether  other  people  were 
admitted  to  schools  in  these  days  ? 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  They  may  not  have 
been.  Is  the  community  that  is  now  in  service  responsible  for  it  ? 
They  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  that  1  can  even  say  that 
communities  that  are  economically  poor  may  be  given  a  special 
treatment  with  regard  to  appointments.  {Hear,  hear).  But  T  can¬ 
not  understand  the  logic  of  people  educationally  on  a  par  with 
other  communities  in  the  matter  of  education  attributing  motives  to 
communities  and  crying  for  communal  representation  for  them  also 
creating  unnecessary  opposition.  Everything  depends  upon  the 
way  in  which  the  case  is  presented-  One  can  sympathise 
wnh  the  feeling  that  is  behind  a  grievance.  People  who  are 
really  aggrieved  may  say  very  hard  things.  But  there  is  a  limit. 
My  friend  Mr.  Ismail  said  that  there  is  a  limit  to  patience.  There 
must  be  a  limit  to  exaggeration  also.  What  is  the  position  with 
regard  to  this  question  with  reference  to  the  demands  made  by  the 
socalled  unrepresented  or  under-represented  communities,  a  G.  0. 
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has  been  issued  and  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  and  he  is  asked  to  make  appointments  with  the  definite 
object  of  giving  fair  and  equitable  representations  to  all  interests 
in  the  State.  That  has  been  done  and  that  is  being  done  by  him. 
We  cannot  say  anything  against  it  unless  we  see  how  it  is  worked. 
If  von  want  a  change  regarding  the  Public  Service  Recruitment 
Rules  then  yon  can  move  for  it.  But  the  question  is  whether  a 
chancre  is  now  called  for.  If  any  change  is  contemplated,  that  will 
again° lead  to  trouble.  Give  a  fair  trial.  Let  us  not  try  to  make 
the  maximum  demand  and  make  a  sort  of  bargain  even  when  these 
rules  are  working.  There  should  not  be  an  undue  stress 
on  this  point  and  one  should  not  be  unduly  irritating.  Every 
body  can  understand  the  demand  for  a  fair  representation  in  Public 
Service  consistent  with  efficiency.  Having  considered  every  aspect 
of  the  question  a  man  in  whom  the  unrepresented  communities  had 
the  fullest  confidence  issued  a  G.  0.  and  formulated  rules  for  the 
recruitment  into  Public  Service.  A  man  who  cannot  possibly  be 
said  to  be  biased  or  partial  is  put  in  charge  of  it.  If  you  are  not  go¬ 
ing  to  be  satisfied  with  the  present  arrangemeut  and  are  attributing 
motives  to  other  communities  and  if  Government  are  going  to  yield 
to  this  clamour  we  will  be  doing  nothing  definitely  good  for  the 
country  or  for  the  communities  concerned.  Let  us  give  this  experi¬ 
ment  a  fair  trial.  Let  us  see  the  results.  If  there  are  defects,  if 
there  are  dificiencies  we  will  be  the  first  to  come  forward  and  advo¬ 
cate  the  abolition  of  all  legitimate  grievances.  There  can  be  no 
question  with  regard  to  that. 

Mr.  M.  (lovindan  ;  May  I  know  whom  does  the  member 
mean  by  ‘we’  ? 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  You  said... 

President :  The  honourable  member  will  address  the  Chair. 

Mr  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai:  By  £we’  I  meant  the 
communities  whom  the  honourable  member  referred  as  the  mono¬ 
polists  of  thy  appointments  in  the  Land  Revenue  ! 'Apartment. 

Then  1  come  to  the  question  of  taxation.  It  is  very  unneces¬ 
sary  to  say  that  the  people  in  Forth  Travancore  taluks,  that  is  to 
say,  taluks  north  of  Trivandrum,  are  enjoying  very  much  or  are 
gaining  very  much  and  that  they  have  got  a  very  good  money  crop 
viz.,  cocoanuts,  and  they  are  living  in  luxury  leading  and  affluent 
life  to  press  the  claims  of  South  Travancore.  It  may  be  that  there 
are  differences  in  the  incidence  of  taxation  which  must  be  looked 
into.  But  it  does  not  seem  proper  that  you  should  throw  mud  on 
the  people  of  Forth  Travancore . 
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President :  Attributing  prosperity  is  not  throwing  mud. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai:  Sir,  the  honourable 
member  said  at  the  same  time  that  we  in  North  Travail  core  are 
evading  payment  of  tax. 

Mr.  V-  S.  Arumukham  Pillai :  Sir, . 

President  :  The  honourable  member  has  not  yielded  his 
place . 

Mr-  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  :  I  have  not  yielded. 
Sir,  we  are  all  agreed  or.  the  point  (hat  the  incidence  of  taxa¬ 
tion  Id  Nanjinad  is  really  heavy.  That  can  be  admitted.  But  we 
must  also  realise  the  fact  that  a  good  portion  of  the  general  tax 
payers’  money  is  spent  there  for  the  purpose  of  irrigation  facilities. 
By  this,  I  do  not  wish  to  pay  that  the  present  burden  of  tax  in 
South  Travancore  is  justified.Far  from  it.  That  is  not  my  point.  But 
I  must  say  this  much  in  defence  of  the  North  Travancore  taxpayer 
who  has  been  unfairly  attacked. 

Sir,  with  regard  to  iuGome  tax  I  wish  to  say  one  word.  There 
is  general  agreement  on  the  point  that  the  income-tax  is  one  of  the 
niosc  legitimate  taxes  that  can  be  collected.  If  we  are  agreed  that 
the  burden  of  the  taxpayer  should  be  lightened  we  must  find  out 
other  sources  of  revenue.  One  of  the  most  legitimate  means  for  it  is 
to  collect  tax  from  the  people  who  can  afford  to  pay.  It  is  a  noto¬ 
rious  fact  that  everywhere  soma  people  who  can  afford  to  pay  in¬ 
come-tax  have  been  evading  payment  by  ingenious  and  intricate 
ways  and  means.  It  has  been  pointed  out  by  various  commissions 
appointed  in  British  India  to  enquire  into  this  question  that  they 
have  found  very  many  ingenious  methods  adopted  by  people  who 
can  afford  to  pay,  to  evade  the  payment  or  income-tax.  But  here 
the  officers  are  not  so  much  experienced  as  to  cope  with  the  ability 
of  the  people  who  evade  payment.  Unless  they  have  got  the  same 
experience  of  these  ingenious  people  it  is  impossible  to  find  out  and 
scotch  the  offenders.  For  this  purpose  Government  have  very  pro¬ 
perly  appointed  a  man  who  I  am  sure,  will  have  the  special  and  ex¬ 
pert  knowledge  required  and  wide  experience  in  the  field. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  : Sir,  may  I  know...... 

President:  Order.  Order.  The  honourable  member  must 
restrain  himself.  Unless  a  member  when  on  bis  legs  yields  his 
place  no  other  honourable  member  can  interrupt  him.  It  may  be 
some  times  when  the  honourable  members  in  the  treasury  benches 
are  talking  it  is  considered  proper  that  they  should  be  given  proper 
facilities  not  to  be  interrupted  as  between  members  who  do  not 
belong  to  the  treasury  benches.  Therefore  it  is  that  I  called  the 
honourable  member  to  t  order  more  than  once.  The  honourable 
member  should  restrain  himself  and  seek  other  opportunities. 
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Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  Sir,  on  a  point  of  order.  When 
an  honourable  member  makes  a  wrong  statement  is  it  not  fair  that 
lie  should  answer  our  questions  on  that,  statement  ? 

President  :  If  on  any  occasion  an  honourable  member  who 
is  trying  to  interrupt  another  honourable  member  is  able  to  see 
that  a  misrepresentation  or  a  wrong  statement  is  made  by  the 
honourable  member  the  general  etiquette  is  that  he  is  allowed  his 
turn  of  time  to  put  forward  his  point  of  view. 

Mr  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai:  Sir,  it  is  necessary  for 
our  officers  to  get  proper  experience  to  see  that  the  administration  of 
the  income-tax  department  is  carried  on  efficiently  and  also  to  see 
that  the  offenders  who  evade  income-tax  should  be  brought  to  book. 
For  this  it  is  necessary  even  at  the  expense  of  considerable  amounts 
of  money,  to  get  down  a  really  efficient  man  to  be  in  charge  of  this 
department  for  a  period.  With  regard  to  that  principle  we  can 
very  well  agree. 

President  :  The  honourable  member  has  only  a  minute 
more. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair :  May  I  know 
from  the  member  what  that  “we”  means  ? 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  “We”  has  got  that 
ordinary  meaning. 

President;  Order,  Order. 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  :  Is  the  member  agreeable  to  a  fresh 
settlement  ? 

President :  The  agreeableness  of  the  honourable  member  is 
not  decisive., 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  ( Todupuzha  cum  Meenachil) :  Sir,  I 
also  join  the  chorus  set  up  by  the  party  .'to  which  I  belong  for 
removing  inequalities  in  public  service.  I  must  concede  we 
have  come  at  a  very  sad  pass  in  this  particular  prob’em.  It  is 
a  very  painful  thing  that  the  cry  for  communal  representation  has 
reached  a  point  beyond  the  limit  of  our  patience.  But  I  must  also 
bring  to  the  notice  of  this  House  that  it  is  a  necessary  evil.  Taking 
facts  as  they  are,  communities  which  are  poorly  represented  in 
services  have  to  put  forward  their  claims.  As  my  friend 
Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  said  the  claim  for  which  they  make 
this  cry  may  be  too  much.  Yes,  that  also  I  concede.  But  I  would 
request  my  friends  on  the  other  side  to  concede  the  fact  that  when 
unrepresented  communities  are  crying  for  fair  play  and  justice  they 
should  not  be  decried  systematically. 

Sir,  now  I  pass  on  to  another  important  question  which  I  want 
to  impress  upon  Government.  It  is  with  regard  to  certain  disabilities 
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that  a  set  o£  tax  payers  are  nut  to,  Sir,  I  refer  to  the  Tea  Re¬ 
striction  Scheme.  A  large  section  of  the  land-owning  people  of  Tra¬ 
vancore  are  also  tea  estate  owners.  Under  the  present  scheme 
there  in  an  Indian  Tes  Control  Act  and  following  that  Act  Travan- 
core  Government  also  have  promulgated  Tea  Cultivation  Restric¬ 
tion  Regulation  If  of  1109.  The  Government  of  Travancore  have 
not  made  any  rules  thereunder.  By  a  notification  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Gazette  the  Travancore  Government  have  appointed  the  Indian 
Tea  Licensing  Committee  as  the  licensing  authority  for  Travancore 
also.  But  Sir,  I  wish  to  impress  upon  the  Government  and  this 
House  that  the  Tea  Restriction  Scheme  us  worked  by  the  Indian 
Tea  Licensing  Committee  is  working  great  hardship  on  the  tea 
estate  owners  in  Travancore.  Particularly,  the  small  tea  estate 
owners  are  much  affected  by  the  working  of  the  scheme.  Their 
grievances  are  not  heard  by  the  commictee.  The  committee  has  got 
plenary  powers.  So  the  decisions  of  the  committee  are  not  ap¬ 
pealable.  Since  no  appeal  lies  to  any  other  authority  the  grievan¬ 
ces  of  the  aggrieved  tea  owners  remain  unredressed. 

IVIr.  K.  George  :  What  is  the  nature  of  their  grievance  ? 

Mr.  R.  Y.  Thomas  :  I  am  coming  to  that.  The  most  im¬ 
portant  of  their  desabilities  is  that  under  the  Restriction  Scheme 
the  Licensing  Committee  is  not  issuing  quota  rights  to  many  of 
these  estate  owners  particularly  to  those  planters  <  r  those  plantings 
which  were  made  before  1928  and  which  were  not  manufacturing  tea 
during  any  one  of  ithe  years  from  1929  to  1932.  There  are 
large  areas  of  tea  under  cultivation  in  Travancore  which  are 
refused  export  rights  under  the  scheme.  The  argument  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  is  that  under  the  definition  of  crop  basis  in  the  Act  they  are 
not  able  to  grant  or  issue  these  export  rights  to  certain  tea  estate 
owners.  The  crop  basis  is  defined  in  the  Indian  Tea  Control  Act 
as  ‘‘the  maximum  production  of  a  tea  estate  in  any  one  of  the  years 
1929,  1930.  1181  and  1932  with  the  addition  of  an  allowance  for 
new  clearings  according  to  the  specified  schedule.’’  According  to 
the  specified  schedule  the.  first,  second  and  third  year  do  not  get 
any  crop  basis;  but  the)  fourth  get  200  lbs.,  fifth  300  lbs.,  and  so  on. 
Su,  as  long  as  the  crop  basis  is  denned  as  the  maximum  produc¬ 
tion  of  an"  estate  in  any  one  of  the  years  from  1929  to  1932,  they 
are  not  able  to  give  quota  to  any  plantations  planted  before  1928 
which  did  not  produce  or  manufacture  tea  during  any  one  of  the 
basic  years.  1  may  say  that  the  interpretation  may  or  may  not 
be  correct.  But  according  to  me  and  according  to  a  large  number 
of  authorities  on  the  mutter  the  interpretation  is  incorrect-  I  wishito 
bring  home  to  the  Government  the  fact  that  the  committee  has 
not  been  uniform  in  refusing  quota  to  the  planters  who  were  not 
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producing  fea  for  basic  years.  There  are  instances  where  estates 
planted  before  192S  and  have  not  produced  tea  during  the  basic 
years  from  1929  to  1932  have  been  given  quotas.  This  is  a  very 
o-reat  injustice.  The  poignancy  of  the  injustice  becomes  intensified 
when  we  realise  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  those  who  have  been 
refused  are  small  tea  estate  owners  who  own  3  acres,  5  acres  and 
10  acres.  Those  who  are  owning  large  acreages  are  granted  quotas. 

President :  The  honourable  member  has  two  minutes  more, 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  :  Since  I  have  very  little  time  at  my 
disposal  I  do  not  propose  to  go  over  all  these  things  in  detail.  But 
1  -wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  and  the  Government  that 
the  crop  basis  as  defined  in  the  analogous  Act — I  mean  the  Indian 
Rubber  Control.  Act -is  the  same  as  that  in  the  Tea  Control  Act. 
There  the  Indian  Rubber  Licensing  Committee  has  interpreted  the 
provision  very  liberally.  And  they  are  issuing  quotas  to  all  the 
rubber  cultivators  whether  the  plantings  were  made  before  the  basic 
years  or  whether  they  were  made  after  the  basic  years.  I  ask,  Sir, 
why  Government  has  not  interfered  in  this  matter.  If  one  Com¬ 
mittee  can  interpret  the  rules  in  a  liberal  way,  why  not  the  other 
Committee  also  interpret  the  same  rules  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  ( Parur ,  Kunnatnad  and  Mu - 
vuttuptcha  cum  Peiuol&m) :  I  also  oppose  the  Demand.  I  want 
to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  the  grievances  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  on  account  of  the  face  that  notices  are  not  now  being  issued  by 
Revenue  Department,  of  the  sales  of  lands  for  arrears  of  tax,  to  all 
the  parties  interested  on  the  lands  sold.  For  instance,  lands  are 
now  being  sold  behind  the  back  of  the  hypothecatees,  mortgagees, 
decree-holders  and  others  holding  a  charge  or  lien  on  the  lands  sold 
without  notice  to  them.  As  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Ananthasiva  Aiyar, 
cases  are  not  wanting  in  which,  in  order  to  defeat  the  creditors  of 
their  charge  over  the  properties,  the  debtors  default  the  payment  of 
tax,  allow  the  lands  to  be  sold  for  arrears  of  tax  and  buy  them  back 
in  the  name  of  a  near  relation.  At  present  these  charge-holders 
have  no  easy  means  of  knowing  the-  sales.  There  appears  to  be  no 
provision  in  our  law  for  giving  them  intimation  of  such  sale?. 
There  is  provision  elsewhere  for  notice  to  such  charge -holders  on 
their  depositing  a  fee  of  one  rupee  with  the  revenue  authorities 
together  with  a  statement  showing  the  pints  over  which  theyhave  a 
charge  in  order  to  become  entitled  for  notices  of  the  auction  sales 
-of  the  properties  subject  to  the  charge  If  such  a  provision  is 
made  here  also,  most  of  the  auction  sales  coul  1  be  avoided,  the 
■charge -holders .would  be.  saved  from  loss  of  their  rights,  and  jjtbe 
Government  will  get  their  revenue  in  time  besides  the  additional 
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income  from  the  charge -holders.  I  raised  this  question  last  time  ; 
still  nothing  has  been  done  so  far. 

Then,  Sir,  at  present,  the  tax  on  the  Merlon: -crop  properties 
falls  due  on  the  15th  of  Jidavam.  It  is  not  always  possible  to 
finish  the  harvest  and  the  sale  of  the  paddy  by  that  date  ;  and  the 
price  of  paddy  is  always  low  till  the  end  of  Mithunam.  Therefore, 
if  the  due  date  for  payment  of  tax  on  those  properties  be  post¬ 
poned  to  Karkatakam,  the  poor  agriculturist  will  be  able  to  get  a 
fair  price  for  his  paddy  and  to  pay  the  Government  dues  in  time. 
This  point  also  1  raised  last  year  ;  and  nothing  has  been  done 
so  far. 

When  portions  of  a  propety  are  sold  in  private  sales,  the  pro- 
verthi  officers  ought  to  go  to  the  property,  sub-divide  it  properly 
and  then  do  the  pokkuvarm  ;  that  was  the  practice  before.  Now, 
instead  of  doing  that,  they  merely  sit  in  their  office  and  do  the 
pokkuvt  ruvu  and  mark  out  the  plots  in  the  plan.  This  gives  room 
for  a  lot  of  mischief  and  dispute  between  the  old  owner  and  the 
new  owner.  I  hope  and  request  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner 
to  remedythes  e  defects  and  redress  the  grievances  of  the  public  at 
an  early  date, 

Mr.  K.  M.  Korah  (Vaikom,  Kottayam  and  Chang^nac  fiery 
cum  Peermctde)  As  regards  the  question  of  communal  representa¬ 
tion,  I  wish  to  make  our  position  clear,  We  have  nothing  against 
any  community.  We  never  wanted  that  any  of  the  officers  now  in 
service  should  be  removed.  All  that  we  want  is  that  the  principle 
of  communal  representation  should  be  accepted  and  acted  upon.  It 
is  clear  from  the  working  of  the  Public  Service  Recruitment  Rules 
that  the  rules  are  not  satisfactory  and  do  not  redress  the  grievances 
of  the  unrepresented  communities. 

At  page  22  of  his  speech,  the  Financial  Secretary  has  referred 
to  the  question  of  the  survey  of  minor  circuits.  It  is  well  and  good 
that  stringent  measures  should  be  taken  against  the  people  who  now 
occupy  certain  lands  and  do  not  pay  any  tax  to  the  Government, 
But  my  suggestion  is  that  wherever  it  is  found  that  the  occupants 
are  poor  and  landless,  some  concession  should  he  shown  to  them. 
This  need  be  done  only  if  it  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Government  that  the  parties  concerned  are  really  poor  and  landless. 
In  such  cases,  irrespective  of  the  question  of  the  caste,  creed  or 
community  of  the  party  concerned,  the  land  should  be  registered  in 
favour  of  the  occupant  free  of  taravila  ;  of  course,  such  assignment 
may  be  subjected  to  future  assessment, 
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I  fully  agree  with  my  friend  Mr.  Elenkath  .that  the  agri. 
culturists  do  not  got  from  the  Government,  the  sympathy  and  con- 
sideration  that  they  deserve.  In  my  pari  of  the  country,  Kudanad, 
the  crop  last  year  was  a  hopeless  failure.  We  really  find  it  difficult 
to  pay  the  tax  this  year.  I  therefore  request  that  we  may  be  given 
remission  of  at  least  -50  per  cent,  of  the  tax. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Godavarma  Raja  ( Edavaga )  :  My  friend, Mr. 
Govindan  has  referred  to  the  question  of  direct  recruitment  of 
Tuhsildars.  !  would  also  urge  that  Tahsildars  may  be  recruited 
direct  and  employed  as  probationers  for  a  few  years,  as  is  done  in 
British  India.  I  hope  Government  will  take  early  steps  in  that 
direction, 

Mr.  K-  George :  Sir,  a  great  deal  of  the  discussion  centered 
round  the  general  question  of  communal  representation  ;  and  I  have 
nothing  to  say  about  it.  But,  I  shall  deal  with  the  question  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  my  Department. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  representation  of  certain  communities 
in  the  grades  of  Proverthicars  and  Accountants  i;  poor-  As  everybody 
knows,  there  are  certain  historical  reasons  which  have  brought  about 
the  present  position,  and  I  need  not  dilate  upon  them.  It  was  only  in 
1098  that  the  Revenue  Department  was  thrown  open  for  all  the 
communities  of  the  htate  till  then  non-Hindus  and  non-caste  Hindus 
has!  no  right  of  entrance  into  this  department.  I  must  say,  Sir,  that 
since  1098,  some  progress  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of  recruitment 
from  the  various  communities  to  appointments  in  the  Revenue  De¬ 
partment.  Sir,  the  position  cannot  be  changed  all  at  once;  only  a 
gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  hands  belonging  to  the  unre¬ 
presented  communities  can  be  expected. 

A  suggestion  has  been  made  that  Proverthicars  should  be  re¬ 
cruited  direct.  A  reference  to  the  Public  Service  Recruitment 
Rules  will  show  that  direct  recruitment  to  the  Proverthi- 
kars’  grade  is  permissible.  The  practice  all  along  has  been  to 
make  the  appointments  only  by  promotion  from  the  grade  of 
Accountants.  The  question  of  direct  recruitment  to  the  Proverticars’ 
grade  is  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Abdur  Rehiman  Sahib  referred  to  the  market  in  Nedu- 
mangad.  I  inspected  it  once  and  found  that  it  was  very  congested. 
On  my  proposal,  Government  have  sanctioned  its  extension.  It 
w-as  not  possible  last  year  to  acquire  the  land  necessary,  on  account 
of  paucity  of  funds.  Provision  has  been  made  in  the  budget  for 
the  next  year,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  acquire  the  lands  next  year- 

In  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  market,  I  think  the 
market  has  a  watcher  or  a  scavenger.  I  shall  however  instruct  the 
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Tahsildar  to  see  that  proper  sanitary  arrangements  are  made  in  that 
market. 

I  shall  now  deal  with  the  vexed  question  of  taxation  in  Nanji- 
nad.  It  is  true  that  the  average  tax  in  Nanjinad  is  much  higher 
than  the  tax  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  That  does  not  mean  that 
the  land  cannot  bear  the  tax.  That  is  a  different  point.  It  was 
stated  that  ihe  average  tax  in  Nanjinad  is  Ks  20.  per  acre  per 
annum.  It  is  not  so;  it  is  only  Ks.  12. 

Mr.  V- S.  Artltnukham  Pillai  :  In  answer  to  my  question 
last  year,  did  not  the  honourable  member  himself  say  that  it  was 
Ks.  20  ? 

Mr.  K-  George  :  I  am  speaking  of  the  average  tax. 

The  tax  in  Tovala  and  A gastees varans  varies  from  Re.  1-6-11 
to  Rs.  17  per  Acre  per  annum  for  single- crop  land,  and  from 
Re,  1-22-10  to  Rs.  25-15-7  for  double  crop  land.  It  is  true  that,  in 
the  case  of  tank-bed  conversions,  the  rate  is  high-  But,  as  I  said, 
the  average  rate  in  Nanjinad  is  only  Rs.  12  per  acre  per  annum. 
And,  there  are  reasons  for  that. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai :  Did  no;  the  member 
himself  say,  last  year,  in  answer  to  a  question  put  by  me,  that  the 
average  in  Nanjinad  was  Rs.  20  per  acre,  whereas  in  Thinnevelly, 
it  was  Rs.  14-9-0  V 

Mr.  K.  George;  No,  Sir;  if  I  had  said  that,  it  is  a  mistake. 

Sir,  it  is  a  mistake  to  assume  thit  this  high  rate  of  assess¬ 
ment  in  Nanjinad  was  introduced  in  the  last  settlement.  As  I  have 
stated  elsewhere,  the  rates  were  high  in  Nanjinad  even  before  the 
Settlement;  they  were  only  lowered,  at  the  time  of  the  Settlement  by 
about  4  percent  in  Tovala  and  Agasteesvaram  and  2  percent  in 
Eranial.  Nevertheless,  the  rateiis  high;  and  there  are  reasons  forthat. 

In  the  first  place,  the  lands  in  Nanjinad  are  far  superior  to  the 
lands  in  the  other  parts  of  the  State. 

Mr.  V-  S.  Arumukham  Pillai ;  May  I  know-  from  the 
member  the  average  yield  in  Nanjinad  during  the  last  4  or  5 
years, 

Mr.  K.  GeorSe:  I  am  speeking  the  about  the  settlement 
rates  and  not  about  the  yield  during  the  last  few  years. 

Sir,  we  all  know,  that  the  price  of  paddy  land  in  Nanjinad  is 
comparatively  very'  high,  it  is  almost  double  the  price  of  laud  in 
other  parts  of  the  State.  Further,  the  lands  to  the  north  of  Quilon 
are  mostly  single-crop  lands,  whereas,  in  Nanjinad  the  lands  are 
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By  that  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  is  no  justification  at  all 
for  the  complaint  that  the  lands  are  heavily  assessed,  and  in  proof  of 
it  my  honourable  friend,  Mr.  Arumukham  Pillai  has  just  read  out 
a  portion  of  the  Memorandum  by  Dewen  Ramiengar. 

Mr.  Elenkath  :  May  I  know  from  the  honourable  member 
the  maximum  rate  of  tax  in  places  to  the  north  of  Trivandrum  ? 

Mr.  K.  George  :  The  average  rate  of  tax  for  the  whole  of 
Travancore,  including  Nanjinad,  is  Rs.  2-2(5  chs.  2  cash  per  acre. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  I  wanted  to  know  the  maximum  rate 
of  tax  in  places  to  the  north  of  Trivandrum. 

Mr-  K.  George  I  have  not  taken  the  figures.  As  I  said, 
I  do  not  deny  the  fact  that  there  is  a  comparatively  heavy  taxation 
in  Nanjind  and  we  hope  that  in  course  of  time  it  will  be  possible  to 
remedy  that  evil. 

Reference  was  made  to  the  large  number  of  demad  notices 
issued  by  the  Department. 

President :  Order,  order.  The  House  will  now  adjourn  and 
meet  again  at  2  o’  clock. 

The  Council  adjourned  for  lunch  at  1-2  p,  m-  and  reasumalated 
at  2  p.  h.  with  the  President  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  K.  George:  Sir,  I  was  at  the  question  of  coercive  steps- 
In  the  mat:er  of  coercive  steps  nobody  would  be  more  happy 
than  the  officers  in  the  Revenue  Department  to  avoid  resor¬ 
ting  to  coercive  steps.  The  rules  lay  down  that  the  tax  should  be 
paid  in  the  Pakuthy  Cutcheries.  That  rule,  it  is  well-known, 
is  more  honoured  in  its  breach  than  in  the  observance.  How¬ 
ever,  I  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  or  two 
aspects  of  that  matter,  namely  that  although  in  1111  the  num¬ 
ber  of  demand  notices  was  8,64,639,  the  percentage  of  attachment 
to  demand  notices  was  only  6.  Coming  further,  there  were  19,106 
cases  of  sale  of  immovable  property,  but  the  percentage  of  confir¬ 
mation  of  the  sales  was  only  27.  Therefore  it  will  be  seen  that 
these  staggering  figures  do  not  actually  show  that  any  very  undue 
hardship  has  been  unflicted  on  the  people.  As  1  said,  we  should 
very  much  like  to  have  no  resort  to  coercive  steps  and  for  that  the 
tax  payers  should  also  co-operate. 

Mr.  Kesavan  Nair  referred  to  the  appointment  of  a  special 
officer  for  income  tax.  Sir,  as  it  is  well-known  the  income  tax  law 
is  a  very  complicated  law  and  we  have  been  in  this  country  admini¬ 
stering  that  law  without1  any  special  trainmg.  This  law  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  1097  and  since  then  we  have  been  administering  it  with¬ 
out  a  special  examination  by  any  expert.  In  British  India  there  have 
been  several  occasions  when  experts  examine  into  the  working  of 
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the  Income  Tax  Law  and  I  should  think  that  it  is  exeedingly  de¬ 
sirably  that  an  expert  who  has  had  experience  of  the  working  of 
that  complicated  measure  in  British  India  is  brougt  down  hereto 
help  us  to  work  that  Regulation  more  effectively. 

Mr.  Nedu manga  d  R.  Kesavan  Nair:  May  I  know 
from  the  honourable  member  whether  a  perion  of  6  months  -would 
be  enough  for  us  to  grasp  the  exact  working  of  the  system  m 
British  India. 

Mr.  K.  George:  Fairly  adequate.  Sir.  There  are  ever  so 
many  ways  of  evasion  of  tax.  The  usual  methods  of 
evasion  are  manipulation  of  accounts,  manipulation  of  stock,  in¬ 
clusion  of  capital  expenditure  as  revenue,  classification  of  ones  own 
capital  as  loans  given  by  relations  and  so  on.  These  are  the  ways 
tbit  we  have  come  across  in  the  country.  From  various  reports 
that  I  have  read  about  the  evasion  of  income  tax  in  British  India 
I  think.  Sir,  that  there  should  be  many  other  ways  which  are  in¬ 
scrutable  to  us  now  and  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  if  an  officer 
who  is  thoroughly  experienced  in  the  working  of  the  Income  Tax 
Law  in  Britishlndia  is  brought  here  to  look  into  the  working  of  the 
Regulation  here  and  not  only  suggest  changes  in  the  practices  but 
also  suggest  changes  in  the  law  itself. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R-  Kesavan  Nair  :  May  I  know 
from  the  honourable  member  the  special  qualification  of  the  officer, 
apart  from  the  experience  that  he  has  in  British  India  V 

Mr.  K.  George  .  I  understand,  Sir,  that  he  is  an  Assistant 
Commissioner  of  Income  Tax  in  British  India  and  I  take  it  that  in 
British  India  they  appoint  to  this  post  only  persons  who  have  got 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Income  Tax  Law  and  its  practical 
application. 

The  honourable  member,  Mr.  Ananthasiva  Aiyar  referred  to 
one  or  two  points.  One  was  about  the  sale  of  lands  for  repayment 
of  loans.  lie  suggested  that  if  a  man  defaults  in  the  repayment  of 
an  agricultural  loan,  the  land  may  be  sold  for  the  amount  of  the 
instalment  due  and  the  balance  made  recoverable  Lorn  ihe  purchaser 
in  instalments  of  the  loan.  That  question  was  once  examined,  if  l 
rememb.-r  right,  and  l  think  there  are  certain  legal  difficulties  in  the 
way.  I  believe,  Sir,  the  Revenue  Recovery  Regulation  itself  will 
have  to  be  amended.  Also  the  question  whether  it  would  not  be 
disadvantageous  to  the  borrower  who  has  defaulted  the  loan  amount  is 
one  which  requires  very  careful  consideration.  As  I  said,  it  was  once 
examined  and  I  think  the  legal  opinion  was  that  it  was  not  practi¬ 
cable  under  the  law  as  it  is.  The  honourable  member  referred  to  the 
case  of  special  loans.  Sir,  the  special  loans  were  given  for  a  special 
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purpose  and  they  were  originally  granted  on  the  security  of  a 
certain  amount  of  paddy  with  land  as  collateral  security.  The 
persons  who  took  the  loans  took  care  to  get  back  the  paddy  and 
the  only  security  left  was  the  land.  The  result  is  that  now  these 
loans  which  come  nearly  to  Rs,  75,000,  are  outstanding  repayment 
and  it  has  to  be  considered  whether  it  would  be  safe  to  allow  any 
further  concession  to  these  defaulters.  It  may  ba  that  the  lands 
themselves  have  deteriorated  in  value,  fhe  question  was  once  con¬ 
sidered  by  Government  and  Government  declined  to  .give  the  ordi¬ 
nary  terms  to  those  who  have  borrowed  under  the  Special  Loans 
Rules. 

Th*1  honourable  member,  Mr.  Thomas  referred  to  the  hardships 
which  small  tea  land  owners  are  put  to  under  the  Tea  Cess  Scheme. 
Sir,  on  that  matter  I  am  not  sure  whether  even  this  Government 
have  any  power  to  interfere.  I  believe,  if  he  has;  any  grievance 
about  the  working  of  the  scheme  he  will  have  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  Government  of  India. 

Mr.  R.  v.  Thomas :  What  I  wanted  to  suggest  was  that 
the  Government  of  His  Highness  the  Maharaja  of  Travancore  must 
move  the  Government  of  India  to  make  amendments  or  provisions 
so  that  'he  disabilities  existing  at  present  may  be  removed. 

Mr-  K.  George  ••  The  honourable  member,  Mr.  G.  Narayam 
Aiynr  made  a  suggestion  regarding  special  notice  being  .given  to 
hypothecate*  and  other  charge- holders  when  property  is  sold  for 
default  of  land  tax.  Probably  he  is  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
system  of  maintaining  a  Special  Notice  Register  has  already  been  in¬ 
troduced  with  the  Sanction  of  Government.  The  register  will  be 
maintained  in  each  Taluk  Office  and  any  person  who  has  any 
by pothen cation  right  or  any  other  right  in  the  properties  may  get 
his  name  registered  in  the  taluk  on  payment  of  an  annual  fee  of  eight 
annas  in  respect  of  the  lands  included  in  a  particular  patta.  A 
person  who  registers.his  name  will  get  a  notice  of  the  sale. 

The  honourable  member  also  referred  to  the  question  of  the 
alteration  in  the  date  of  payment  of  tax  on  punja  lands.  He  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  date  may  be  altered  from  the  15th  Edavom  to  the 
15th  Mithunam,  This  proposal  was  once  considered  and  it  was 
tried  for  sometime.  It  was  found  that  the  effect  of  it  was  not  at 
all  satisfactory.  When  the  proposal  was  once  again  made  on  the 
floor  of  the  Legislature,  it  was  referred  to  the  various  Division  Peish- 
karsfor  opinion  and  they  reported .  If  this  is  done,  it  will  not  be 
advantagous  either  to  the  ryots  or  to  the  Government  ;  for  the  tax¬ 
payers  who  would  have  paid  the  tax  in  Edavom  would  not  pay  the 
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tar  even  in  Mithnnam  and  when  coercive  steps  are  resorted  to,  it 
will  not  be  possible  to  complete  them  before  the  end  of  the  year.  In 
view  of  these  considerations,  I  am  against  the  postponemet  of  the 
collection  of  tax  on  the  punja  lands. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  May  I  know  from  the  honour¬ 
able  member  whether  the  rate  of  payment  in  Mithunam  was  not 
higher  ? 

Mr.  K.  George  :  It  may  be  higher  slightly,  but  the  fact  re¬ 
mains  that  the  owners  of  paddy  lands  may  sell  off  their  paddy  in 
Evavom  and  may  not  pay  the  tax  in  Mithunam.  So.  it  is  better 
for  the  ryots  themselves  that  they  pay  the  tax  as  soon  asthe  harvest 
is  collected  instead  of  waiting  anpther  month. 

The  honourable  member,  Mr.  Korah  referred  to  the  question  of 
giving  lands  free  of  taravila  to  poor  people  when  they  are  registered 
after  the  proposed  survey,  There  is  already  a  provision  in  the 
Puduval  Rules  that  indigent  people  can  get  lands  free  of  taravila,. 
But  they  must  be  indigenet  and  they  should  not  have  any  lands 
anywhere  in  the  State.  In  such  cases  special  concessions  are  pro- 
vided  for  in  the  Puduval  Rules.  The  maximum  extent  of  land 
which  could  be  given  to  such  people  is  3  acres  for  a  family. 

Reference  was  made  to  the  rates  of  tax  in  certain  kayal  lands 
in  Kuttanad.  The  rates  of  tax  were  fixed  at  a  time  when  the  lands 
were  auctioned  and  there  was  no  objection  from  any  quarter  that 
the  rates  were  high.  In  fact,  when  the  lands  were  auctioned  there 
was  such  a  large  demand  that  the  prices  went  up  very  high.  It  is 
only  recently  that  the  question  is  being  brought  up  that  the  rates 
are  high.  It  is  true  that  in  one  or  two  cases  the  rate  was  reduced, 
but  there  were  special  reasons  for  that.  For  instance  the  rate  of 
tax  in  the  R  Block  was  reduced.  That  was  after  an  investigation 
of  the  question  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  who  said  that 
the  land  in  the  R.  Block  contained  a  lot  of  limeshells  and  that  it 
was  of  poor  quality.  Bur  in  regard  to  the  rest  there  are  no  special 
reasons  to  reduce  the  tax.  The  question  was  once  considered  and 
Government  decided  that  the  question  of  reduction  of  tax  in  the 
other  blocks  must  wait  until  the  next  settlement. 

The  question  that  a  sum  of  Rs.  10,08,917  under  Demand  I — 
Land  Revenue  and  Taxes  on  Income  be  granted  was  put  and 
carried. 

The  grant  was  made. 

Vol  X  No.  4. 
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DEMAND  II  —PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSIONER,— 

Rs.  20,401. 

Dr-  G.  D.  Nokes  i  Sir,  I  move  for  a  grant  of  Rs.  20,401 
under  Demand  II  — Public  Service  Commissioner. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib :  Sir,  I  oppose  the  de¬ 
mand  and  in  doing  so,  I  wish  to  point  out  certain  defects  in  the 
working  of, the  rules  of  the  Public  Service  Department.  Sir,  this 
morning  we  heard  one  honourable  member  pointing  out  that  it  is 
fashionable  to  cry  for  communal  representation  in  these  days.  Sir, 
when -opportunities  are  denied  to  certain  communities  even  to  have 
admissions  to  scho.ds  and  colleges  and  when  restrictions  are  placed 
even  in  the  race  for  education  and  as  a  result  of  that,  in  that  race 
for  education  and  for  securing  appointments  when  certain  com¬ 
munities  have  fallen  far  behind,  is  it  fair  to  decry  this  legitimate  de¬ 
mand  for  proper  representation  in  public  service?  As  already  said 
owing  to  a  variety  of  reasons  certain  communities  could  not  get 
admission  to  schools  av;d  colleges.  It  was  odIv  early  this  year  that 
admission  to  five  or  sis  schools  was  given  to  certain  communities. 
Again  the  Thekkatheruvu  Girl’s  School  was  thrown  open  only  the 
other  day.  When  there  are  restrictions  even  in  regard  to  schools,  is 
it  not  reasonable  that  ,  with  the  consciousness  of  the  people  being 
aroused,  they  begin  to  assert  their  rights  ?  There  is  certainly  a 
feeling  in  the  country  that  certain  communities  are  overrepresented 
in  publ;c  service.  One  community  alone  has  secured  more  than  50 
per  cent,  of  the  appointments.  Out  of  about  25,000  appointments, 
the  Muslims  have  got  only  about  600  appointments  and  the  vast 
majority  of  these  appointments  are  in  the  lower  ranks.  This  cry 
for  communal  representation  in  public  service  has  been  going  on 
for  several  decades.  Successive  Dewans  of  this  State  have  tried  to 
taokle  this  problem  by  issuing  circulars  and  communiques  and  by 
calling  forth  caste  war  returns  of  appointments  and  so  forth. 

President ;  Order,  order.  No  doubt  every  honourable 
member  has  ten  minutes.  But  in  these  and  similar  matters  I  take 
it  that  a  number  of  members  would  like  to  speak.  Therefore  I 
tbjnk  the  honourable  member  would  be  consulting  not  only  his  own 
convenience  but  also  the  convenience  of  his  own  colleagues  if  he 
will  be  a  little  brief.  I  shall  allow  him  five  minutes. 

Mr.  N.  AbdUr  Rahiman  Sahib  :  The  problem  has  been 
tackled  by  v^rio.us  heads  of  administration.  At  Iasi;  a  committee 
wa$  appointed  which  went  into  the  whole  question  and  submitted  a 
report..  The  recommendations  of  the  committee  were  carefully 
scrutinised  by  Government  and  a  G.  0.  was  issued  and  the  present 
Public  Service  Commissioner  was  appointed.  According  to  the 
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classification  adopted  by  Government  the  whole  service  was  classi¬ 
fied  into  three  groups,  the  superior  service,  the  intermediate  service 
and  the  lower  division.  Sir.  in  the  report  of  the  Public  Service 
Department,  Government  have  made  the  following  observations' 
“The  Public  Service  Commissi  oner  has  heavy  work  to  do  in  organising 
his  office  and  evolving  a  new  system  o£  recruitment.  And  the' 
results  achieved  during  the  first  year  are  encouraging.” 

My  position  is  that  this  statement  is  not  quite  correct.  The 
results  of  the  experiment  made  during  the  first  year  are  nob 
sufficiently  encouraging.  So  far  as  the  appointments  in  the  lower 
division  are  concerned,  I  wish  to  point  out  certain  defects  in  the 
actual  working  of  the  rule  of  rotation.  I  find  that  a  man  who  has 
acted  for  six  months  is  waiting  outside  while  a  fresh  man,  or  one 
who  has  put  in  only  one  month’s  service,  is  continuing  in  service 
in  a  long  vacancy.  How  could  that  anomaly  be  justified  ?  Before 
these  rules  Were  put  into  operation  there  was  a  well  established  co£t-- 
vention  that  a  man  who  has  acted  for  a  longer  period  will  be  con. 
turning  in  service,  and  when  there  is  no  vacancy  in  that  particular 
office  the  man  who  has  acted  for  a  less  period  or  the  shortest  peridd 
as  the  case  may  be  will  . have  to  go  out.-  Even  that  principle  is-  not 
being  followed  nowr-  1  am  not  able  to  understand  how  such  a  state 
of  affairs  was  brought  about.  The  departmental  officers  are  given 
powers  to  fill  short  vacancies.  My  submission  is  that  the  d'ep&rt- 
rnental  heads  should  not  be  given  any  power  to  appoint  hands  even- 
for  one  day.  It  is  because  such  powers  are  given  to  them  that  the 
rules  arc  being  violated  and  there  are  complaints.  In  fieg'ard  to  the 
filling  in  of  vacancies,  what  I  urge  is  that  the  Public  Service-  Com. 
missoner  must  furnish  a  list  of  acting  men  in  the  department  con¬ 
cerned  and  those  vacancies  should  be  filled  up  by  persons  whose 
names  are  in  the  list.  The  approximate  number  of  short  v&'ctacieA 
which  will  arise  in  the  course  of  one  year  could  be  easily  estimated 
beforehand  and  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  should  be  asked  to 
give  a  list  of  persons' who  may  be  appointed  to  those  vacancies,  ff 
that  is  done,  these  mistakes  wall  not  arise. 

Sir,  If  the  rules  are  properly  enforced  how  will  Government 
account  for  the  only  Muslim  Malayalam  Shorthand  reporter  being, 
kept  out  of  office  now  while  those  who  passed  with  him  have  been 
appointed  V  How  do  they  account  for  the  first  Muslim  Lady 
Graduate  being  kept  out  of  office  ?  In  regard  to  the  intermediate 
division  what  I  would  suggest  is  that  the  powers  for  promotion 
given  to  the  departmental  heads  should  be  carefully  scrutinised"  by 
the  Public  Service  Commissioner."  An  appeal  also  should  lie’fiO-Hiin'. 
Otherwise  there  will  be  cases  of  injustice  and'irreguiarity.  Moreover 
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monthly  returns  must  be  called  for  from  departmental  heads  in 
respect  of  promotions  given  by  them,  A  vigilance  committee  con¬ 
sisting  of  representatives  of  important  communities.must  be  appointed 
to  look  into  the  matter.  ( President's  bdl .)  While  closing  I  would 
point  out  one  more  thing,  In  Mysore  the  Miller  Committee  re¬ 
commended  that  in  order  to  level  up  inequalities  of  representation, 
preference  must  be  given  to  backward  communities  in  all  appoint¬ 
ments  for  seven  years.  That,  rule  could  very  well  be  followed 
here, 

Mr.  C.  N.  Tuppan  Nambutiripad  ( Jenmies )  ■  nruA,  at 
ffler^aiOcSa  nuotruOffllcesaiOai)  6ro3uro  ao](i 
6mcruj]«5)cu3Q2)lffllc0arrio.  <si$j)%afl<oo  cejsmjeaoaeTl  geejOcoo  fflcSjogcea* 
Q0cro^.  <sro§l(^o:cGc!5YffiO§,d3iSl  sooiogsltSfflajoai  oolcyRjrariaslgjj*  goam 
6xoo  QiAg^lcQ)iyoirolcDl@CjQJoso  (srocro'niroUy  cntn^roflfoloru^sooQKOtalaei 

<663  Q2)U®OT)OmS;OVQJo  fiJ@|<868<0i<xir|61£JOnD  ClblgrgOOOOQJo  CUOOQIOCUCTTXOO 

6n®°.  a®|)OCOeocoafloaiQe)(mtnl«36  coaiS)6n2atoaoaJ(h«rrol^ai«sonr)  oooajo 
(BTD©  t»®la»oaan§§a.<ogj.  goaro0  gesjocoo  6xfl>o§<8aooi)  6i©0j§.o  (aroesbl 
acio  g.(8|jo coo  <flf|§]ao>  <8i®sfl»cn  cnealiSfflocA  aeioooBo^o.  §dcb  crfleicgg 
<a>o©j<Mia(oiaio§o  afltoki^omisoroo^o  ^sl  grosmo  cosooocib  onioad 
cBsaacno"  a®ool<ei3  (stooonracrnlgp  (gro'olcooroS  gsgjoc do  coCocfliOaDSg,  (bid 
aJle&offlo  a^)8g_jo^o  mai6)6roiaiolr^(tns)cmai](Dlc96)6ras>i2icTD050&u  a06iabo 
(Brael'Qjocojo. 

©snsoafooar!  Q0ool<063  a-iocmaioaas,a giu  c/o©]oa)ocm  gooiocojo 
8ciooc8al«ai6rioo  gsepcoo  6ice>o§o9si0al>  a0ai0gg.(oo6nou.  aoaioaijto  <scno 

<661061(0  £G3jOCOo  6>c9o3§(BTB>3<a6  S3006ffflOo<663  alga©  (TU89>SOOl]cb]s 

cooao.  cro£?aocn;65G§n®m  gjoonnioeuj  <a>®no<6s>o<6sn  gsajocoo  6><&o §<69 
gcqjoOo  cao©^(SODQa51cs5o  fflooggocTyjOrnojo,  ailejoejonruQjo  auledl 

££  m$Q.<ai.Co  a^jgjoco)0 sajo^o  g.6nsom5]  ogjaio  akot&coflgj.  (groeraalsicr) 
(mi^aDOQjfQjofflfloodii^imro-aastod^  Gooiocoiioailgjotawi  affloglacn 

g_GSj0CO(01©fl(!5&  COloa)efl<6Q(im@6)c0jO6n|U  <3  SB  GSOoSJo  (U>oeyg3aD6SBOo<86>0 

6no ;  oflsoociaJl^  or^oicUcafflrm^aomeBeOo^osno0.  nru(^soQ3)(njo(3fl 
cdlei^jo  sai6iroaacrn  aios]^”  <s®  <TO(0-io  nm-jl£e>®n^c8>sflsYooo;a6  cr^co 
aJ<ftffl(im!5S03Q)t66)0<flb  qqio6)(oo(03  ®<sfii(X!jo  csTlgocrb  aodig^salgy.  (Sroai 
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o^acmototiilt&Offlo  fflTCQixsas  ffiat&cmlejlKBorrwKsi  basTi}  csigroyaodafticg^ 
coJoejo  srogf  orDQJdBJsf*  ao-iceiOfflajooTlroraflaso.  <srDd5f|aoo©5  smocp^as) 
fficnoasioattn  g_eSjOcyio  acao^csasmaacno  aji8c&cQ)oa6rp®f!<a&  ®rc<g)  cr^co 
aJcflfiinrui^QocsDtSsiOcSQ  0oi@G2i  ei&o^csaoc^.  ogyuncxoi  acaocojfa^sl 
GnootfisT)  GQjapo  g®1J acD°  acft>o§c9S'oa6  a®mr>06ino  OTaiaaraaiKi0  ratios 
aooffl^55CTnaOT833!<o6  ^colcsa  a-ioocycuoaosa.®  Goaocnjiracn)  msicnmo 
doaoj^ssraila  ;(©sa  g Ggpcoo  acejo^t&aoqj,  ag)cmosno"> 

®©§ojW>  gG^joo:  6  cioootfe6irpa0cno  oikbgcojoOo  axTO^ranralnru^ 
eoc2)(m!3nciou  sicnooitsiacm  cefl^c&cofigj.  ejoabtfooic^cfta^QaismA,  a® 
aa^OU  cS3mflnM6fP(i>  gjOSeiOCQ)  @Gg)0:O6BBOo  aOGtDOO~K)Qll(p)GBOa>SS  .  §d 
(®1®6  cnoo-^rafiakarcefe0  agj'®ao'@o  c&aalaaiaroiigGgjocoo  c93l0aiocib  cruo 
culcssaacnogg.^  nfujgjo  ®i@Gejo.ai!.ajo©6  amn^jlejocao.  <3Tt>ra>6)c&osn|f 

(STS^culrao  eoco\iyO(o&  ooaraioos  aunocDOjo  melcaaonddsdn^orarm  cn^oo 
o_icafli(Tu^ieoeQ)6se^,a3  <o<aai a®  (graiaJcMiorugjeocmesBVi  GaoocealradKio 
ssaaacTPQgs  co!mcQj5n§o:cn<o3crnO(a6  nmaocDomaa-isoaocnflosmo  (gal 
aJcam,TO!53oOQ)S5aa'lstcffi;Cfi®'>  aros>ra>o«s  nuaooooiQjo  er^cno-i(9flianjg)eo 
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oi kaal.Q-jaceiOgg.  cno* 

Mr.  Q.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  Sir,  it  has  to  be  said  1  that  in 
view  of  the  finances  of  the  State,  the  salaries  of  officers  are  a  little 
too  high.  It  is  because  of  that  that  everyone  thinks  that  if  he  goes 
to  Government  service  he  can  get  a  decent  salary. 

If  the  posts  are  made  in  such  a  manner  that  only  those  who 
are  really  competent,  who  could  afford  to  work  for  the  country,  who 
could  usefully  serve  the  country,  could  enter,  then  much  of  this 
problem  could  be  satisfactorily  solved.  The  motto  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  servants  should  be  service  to  the  country.  It  should  have  no 
relation  whatsoever  to  the  pay  or  to  the  prestige  of  the  country. 
If  such  an  attitude  is  taken  1  am  sure  much  of  the  clamour  regard¬ 
ing  communal  representation  could  be  avoided. 
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The  sources  of  revenue  have  become  at  a  stand  still,  but  the 
administration  is  top  heavy.  Every  day  the  expenses  are  increasing. 
It  is  hmh  time  to  revise  the  scale  of  pay  in  proportion  to  the  expen. 
diture.  °  It  is  also  seen-  that  similar  s*eps  are  under  contemplation 
in  sister  Provinces.  I  wish  our  Government  will  follow  the  same 
principle  viz.,  that  the  Government  posts  are  not  made  as  attractive 
as  they  are  now. 

Mr.  K.  R-  Elenkath  :  Sir,  I  wish  to  make  a  few  observa¬ 
tions  with  regard  to  the  proportionate  representation  in  Government 
sarvics  and- the  much- misunderstood  clamour  for  efficiency  that  has 
been  referred  to  by  Mr.  Ismail.  It  may  not  be  misunderstood  that 
some  communities  advocate  efficiency  as  a  test  for  appointments  be¬ 
cause  they  think  that  efficiency  is  their  sole  monopoly.  They  do  not 
sa-y  that  only  certain  communities  have  real  efficiency  and  others 
lack  it  in  general.  Far  from  it. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  May  I  know  from  the  member, 
which  community  advocates  efficiency  and' which  does  not? 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  That  is  my  point  also.  The  com¬ 
munities  who  advocate  representation  on  the  basis  of  population  give 
only  a  secondary  place  to  efficiency  in  the  matter  of  communal  re¬ 
presentation,  There  are  very  efficient  men  from  among  the  unre¬ 
presented  communities  who  have  not  got  representation.  Supposing 
there,  is  a  Muslim  who  is  the:  best  qualified  and  the- most  efficient  for 
the  appointment-  but  on  the  basis  of  population  lias  a  chance  of 
being  entertained  in  the  service  only  on  a  lesser  proportion  than  say 
the  Nair.  The  Syrian  Christian  or  the  Ezhava  who  may  have  can¬ 
didates  with  minimum  ^qualification  and  whose  community  may  be 
less  represented  on  the  basis  of  its  population.  The  claims  of  the 
most  efficient  candidate  will  have  to  be  over- looked  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  there  are  more  efficient  men  from  some  other  un-represent, 
ed  communities,  unrepresented  on  the  basis  of  their  larger  popu- 
lation.  Therefore,  a  Muslim  even  though  he  may  be  the  most  effi¬ 
cient  of  the  candidates  has  a  sure  chance  of  losing  the  opportunity 
for  entry  in  service  at  a  very  favourable  occasion.  The  claims  of 
an  efficient  candidate-  belonging  to  any  other  backward  community 
having  less  population  will  have  to  be  over-looked  when  the  chances 
for  appointments  arise  and  have  the  most  efficient  candidates  in  those 
backward  communities.  I  ask  whether  some  communities  should 
suffer  because  of  the  fact  that  they  belong  to  communities  which 
are  low  in  point  of  population  and  the  best  men  among  them  asked 
to  stay  away  cm.  account  of  the  fact  that  he  was  destined  to  belong,  to 
such  a  community.  The  question  of  ‘efficiency  will  govern  the 
claims  of  all  communities.  When  there  are  many  qualified  men 
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from  all  the  communities  there  is  very  chance  of  the  unrepresented 
communities  getting  chance  of  representation  in  the  Public  service 
in  larger  proportion  if  there  are  very  efficient  men  among  them. 
This  question  has  therefore  to  he  viewed  in  that  light. 

As  regards  promotions  I  was  surprised  to  hear  from  ray  friend 
Hr.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  that  the  Public  Service  Gc mmissioner 
should  be  an  appellate  authority.  Imagine  a  subordinate  officer 
working  under  a  particular  departmental  head,  who  is  expected  to 
know  and  judge  his  merit  or  efficiency,  and,  when  promotions  come 
the  Public  Service  Commissioner  made  the  final  authority  in  de¬ 
ciding  cases  of  promotions.  It  is  the  declared  policy  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  give  promotions  on  the  basis  of  merits  and  seniority. 
How  can  the  Public  Service  Commissioner,  who  has  nothing  to 
do  with  departmental  administrations,  choose  the  best  from  a  parti¬ 
cular  department  in  deciding  cases  for  promotions. 

Mr.  N-  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  I  wish  to  offer  a  word 
of  personal  explanation.  I  only  said  that  the  jiromotions  made  by 
the  departmental  heads  must  be  scrutinised  by  the  Public  Sendee 
Commissioner.  There  must  also  be  a  right  of  appeal  to  him  in 
cases  of  hardship. 

Mr.  K.  R-  Elenkath  i  My  point  is  that  he  is  not  compe¬ 
tent  to  scrutinise  the  promotions  effected  by  the  departmental  heads. 
He  is  not  expected  to  know  nor  competent  to  judge  the  merits  of 
particular  subordinates  who  are  working  in  departmental  offices  for 
he  is  not  in  touch  with  every  department  and  every  office.  Thei’e* 
fore  he  should  have  neither  the  authority  to  scrutinise  the  promo¬ 
tions  nor  the  right  of  appeal.  Power  of  recommending  for  or 
giving  promotions  should  entirely  rest  with  the  heads  of  depart¬ 
ments.  Some  honourable  members  said  that  the  Government  must 
have  the  ultimate  power  of  making  appointments.  I  think  even  noiv 
that  power  rests  with  Government.  The  Public  Service  Commis¬ 
sioner  makes  recommendations  to  Government  according  to  certain 
rules.  Therefore,  there  will  be  nothing  to  complain  if' the  recom¬ 
mendations  are  made  properly  and  they  are  carried  out  by  Govern¬ 
ment,  after  due  consideration. 

Speaking’  about  communal  representation  by  some  honourable 
members,  I  do  not  know  why  mention  is  made  of  one  particular 
community  alone  holding  monopoly.  There  are  departments  where 
certain  communities  other  than  the  one  whom  they  have  in  mind, 
are  over  whelmingly  represented.  I  do  not  want  to  mention  the 
name  of  such  communities.  I  do  not  hold  the  view  that  a  commu¬ 
nity  may  be  said  to  be  over  represented  by  calculating  on  the  mere 
basis  of  number  without  consideration  to  the  grades  of  services  and 
is  the  income  derived.  The  59  per  cent  referred  to  by  an  honourable 
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member  includes  the  appointment  of  peops,  police  constables  and 
sepoys  in  the  military  and  cavalry.  Communities  engaged  in  mer¬ 
chandise  and  other  remunerative  occupations  did  not  care  for  some 
of  these  jobs  and  nairs  came  into  fill  the  places.  In  former  times 
the  pav  in  these  lower  services  was  much  smaller  6  fanams  and 
7  fanams  constituted  the  pay  of  even  the  Proverthicar  or  Adhikaji 
which  was  considered  as  very  honourable  for  he  was 
considered  the  biggest  man  within  the  unit  of  his  authority.  It 
was  only  very  recently  their  pay  was  raised.  It  stands  to  no 
reason  to  fix  percentage  to  communities  without  any  consideration 
to  the  percentage  of,  state  funds  they  receive  by  way  of  salaries.  If 
a  community  which  has  but  20%  of  representation  on  population 
basis  consumes  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  total  salaries  can  it  be 
said  that,  that  community  less  represented  than  a  community  having 
40  or  even  50  per  cent,  representation. 

While  appreciating  the  judgment  of  the  Government  in  appoint¬ 
ing  a  very  competent  officer,  who,  in  a  very  short  time  has  proved 
to  be  one  of  the  best  officers  in  the  State,  the  Government  should 
take  into  consideration  the  foul  play  that  is  being  committed  by  his 
subordinates.  Among  the  European  community,  we  generally 
find  a  very  laudable  quality  though  not  always  a  safe  one.  I  should 
think  that,  they  love  and  put  implicit  faith  on  the  people  who  sing 
to  their  tunes  and  who  are  nearest  to  them.  When  they  once  take 
a  particular  man  into  their  confidence,  they  implicitly  believe  him 
and  act  according  to  his  directions.  We  had  such  European  officers 
formerly  also.  There  was  a  Chief  Justice  here  for  getting  favours 
from  whom  many  graduates  and  under-graduates  used  to  approach 
his  butler,  because  he  -was  in  the  confidence  of  the  Chief  Justice  and 
wras  known  to  yield  very  great  influence  with  that  Chief  Justice. 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  :  Does  the  honourable  jnember  advice 
the  other  officers  also  to  do  the  same  thing  ?< 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath :  Far  from  ic.  That  is  not  my  point. 
My  case  is  that  the  commissioner  should  not  lay  such  impl  icit  faith 
on  his  subordinates  show  indifference  in  minutely  scrutinising 
their  work.  I  myself  have  received  complaints  where  the  claims  of 
persons  within  the  same  communities  have  been  over-looked  on  ac¬ 
count  of  questionable  actions  of  the  subordinates  of  the  commis¬ 
sioner,  In  the  appointment  of  subordinates  in  that  C’s 
office,  Government  will  see  that  the  previous  official  history  of 
these  persons,  are  carefully  looked  into.  They  must  be  entertained 
only  if  they  are  men  of  unquestionable  character.  My  point 
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in  saying  this  is  that  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  should  very 
carefully  scrutinise  before  making  the  appointments  sending  recom- 
mendations  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  :  Sir,  I  also 
oppose  the  motion.  I  sympathise  with  Dr.  Hokes  who  has  been 
given  the  work  of  reconciling  the  irreconcilables.  It  is  as  difficult 
to  make  logically  workable  rules  regarding  the  recruitment,  as  is  to 
make  a  text  bcok,  say,  on  Arithmetic  with  a  ‘Nair  bins,’  or  a 
Chemistry  book  with  a  ‘Christian  bias’.  Public  Administration  is  to 
be  guided  by  principles  other  than  those  that  are  sought  to  be  urged 
now  by  some  honourable  members  of  this  House,  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Government  did  so  out  of  malice  to  the  High  Court,  by 
depriving  it  of  the  services  of  a  Judge.  My  proposal  is  that  that 
place  may  be  abolished-  It  is  an  ill-wind  that  blows  nobody  good, 
When  honourable  member  after  member  says  that  all  is  wrong 
with  the  Service  Commissioner,  the  most  proper  thing  is  to  abolish 
the  post.  It  is  said  that  no  justice  is  done  to  certain  communities 
which  are  said  to  be  unrepresented  in  the  public  service.  I  am  one 
of  those  who  think  that  no  community  has  a  right  to  be  represented 
as  a  community  in  the  public  service.  The  public  service  has  to  be 
manned  by  people,  who  are  declared  competent  because  of  efficiency 
as  well  as  character,  and  not  by  ethnological  considerations.  I  can, 
with  equanimity,  see  the  whole  public  service  manned  by  members 
of  any  one  particular  community.  I  can  absolutely  without  any 
qualms  of  conscience  say  that,  that  no  community  as  such,  has  a 
claim  to  an  office  under  Government.  I  want  to  assure  also  that, 
representing  as  I  do  the  largest  constituency  in  the  State,  outside 
the  Council,  there  is  no  trouble,  or  agitation  worth  speaking.  It  is-- 
not  of  any  auto-biographical  interest,  am  I  not  an  aspirant  to-  office, 
because  I  say  this.  There  are  some  lawyers  who  complain  ;  there 
are  certain  newspapers  which  make  a  complaint  on  communal  lines. 
Naturally,  those  of  us  who  cannot  stand  on  our  legs,  those  who 
cannot  compete  with  others  in  the  open  field,  it  is  quite  probable 
that  we  may  want  to  come  in  by  some  ticket  or  other.  If  I  am  a 
Lawyer — I  am  not  an  aspirant  to  office  purely  a  hypothetical 
case— and  I  want  to  become  a  judge,  the  usual  consideration  is  my 
professional  ability  and  character.  On  that  ground,  if  I  can  have 
no  chance  of  becoming  a  Judge,  there  is  the  other  probability  of 
my  claiming  that  I  belong  for  argument’s  sake,  to  a  particular  sub¬ 
section  among  the  Nairs,  which,  during  say  the  last  37  years,  was 
not  represented  in  the  Judicial  service,  Now,  Government  made 
an  initial  blunder  of  working  in  terms  of  communities  and  even 
when  the  Government  benches  reply  to  these  things,  they  them¬ 
selves  are  not  clear  about  this.  They  have  laid  down  a  rule,  "that 
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communities  have  a  right  to  be  represented.  You  are  less  than 
just  to  those  communities — for  want  of  a  proper  term  I  use  that 
expression,  whose  voice,  is  not  so  often  heard.  In  the  case  of  re¬ 
presentation  of  say,  Pulayas  and  other  men,  you  are  unjust.  In 
the  matter  of  such  recruitment,  a  serious  injustice  is  caused  to  them. 
The  first  boy  who  has  passed  say  the  School  Leaving  or  Inter¬ 
mediate  examination  in  that  community,  may  have  the  chance  as 
it  is  of  getting  earlier  into  Government  service  than  the  boys  of 
other  communities.  I  am  sure  that  Dr.  blokes  may  give  them  all 
the  help  he  can.  But  then,  if  many  boys  of  that  community  qualify 
themselves,  they  may  be  disappointed.  No  exaggerated  hopes 
should  be  given  to  any  people  regarding  the  possibility  of  their 
children  getting  into  Government  service. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  Whether  it  is  fashionable  or 
not,  whether  it  is  foolishness  or  not  I  wish  to  speak  about  this 
question  once  again.  I  wish  that  this  question  may  not  arise  at 
all.  But  unfortunately  we  are  driven  to  it  again.  About  character 
and  efficiency,  I  said  this  morning,  that  I  shall  be  the  last  man  to 
ask  for  appointment  for  any  Muslim  if  he  is  not  competent  to  hold 
that  post.  Efficiency  is  the  only  thing  I  care  for.  My  prayer  is 
that  the  Muslim  also  must  be  given  an  opportunity  to  show  his 
efficiency. 

Coming  to  the  Public  Service  Commissioner,  I  only  congra- 
tulate  him  because  he  has  got  only  half  the  work  to  do  with  regard 
to  appointments.  Most  of  the  important  appointments  are  made 
by  the  Government  and  they  are  filled  up  by  Government. 

Coming  to  my  community  out  of  25,000  appointments  only 
500  are  given  to  Muslims.  It  will  be  interesting  to  note  what  all 
these  appointments  are.  They  constitute  clerks,  peons,  mochees 
and  Arabic  munshis.  We  cannot  find  even  a  single  Muslim  get¬ 
ting  more  than  Rs.  300. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  :  May  I  know 
whether  Mr.  Habib  Muhammad  is  not  a  Musalman  ? 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  He  is,  and  so  I  think,  he  is 
given  only  Rs.  300. 

Sir,  to  count  the  number  of  Muslims  who  draw  between 
Rs.  100  and  300  the  fingers  of  one  hand  are  too  many.  I  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  Mr.  Thuppan  Nambooripad  that  it  is 
not  practical  to  strictly  adhere  to  population  basis.  We  shall  be 
satisfied  for  the  present  if  the  Muslim  community  is  given  at  least 
25  per  cent,  of  what  we  can  legitimately  aspire  according  to  tb? 
population  basis, 
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As  for  the  promotion  I  wish  to  say  a  word.  The  other  day, 
the  Financial  Secretary  said  that  recruitment  is  made  to  public 
service  according  to  population  basis  only  with  regard  to  initial 
appointments.  I  fully  agree  with  him.  Our  prayer  is  that  our 
claims  should  be  borne  in  mind  when  initial  recruitments  are  made, 
because  initial  recruitment  is  resorted  to  in  all  big  appointments. 
As  for  the  subordinate  appointments,  there  are  only  peons  and  clerks 
and  the  like  getting  Its.  10  or  15.  What  is  the  use  of  promoting 
them'?  They  will  at  the  most  get  Rs.  50-  I  fully  agree  with  the 
Government  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  give  appointments 
according  to  communal  basis  only  for  initial  recruitment.  I  pray 
that  our  claim  may  also  be  considered  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  ( Parur ,  Kunnatnad  and  Muvattupuzha 
cum  Devicolam)  :  This  question  of  communal  representation 
relates  to  the  saddest  thought  and  therefore  it  should  be  considered 
as  the  sweetest.  So  many  members  could  not  tolerate  the  venti- 
lat-ai  and  vindication  of  the  grievances  of  the  unrepresented  com¬ 
munities.  That  is  adding  iusult  to  injury.  Listening  to  the 
arguments  of  both  sides,  I  find  that  there  is  no  real  difference  bet¬ 
ween  those  who  pray  for  communal  representation  and  those  who 
seem  to  oppose  it.  Of  course,  those  who  seem  to  oppose  it  say 
that  they  are  not  responsible  for  their  over-representation  in  the 
services.  Certainly  they  are  nod  responsible,  and  nobody  makes 
them  responsible,  for  it-  If  anybody  has  made  them  responsible 
for  it,  I  think  it  is  wrong.  Bat  the  real  fact  is  that  it  is  a  mis¬ 
understanding  that  anybody  has  made  them  responsible  for  it. 
Nor  is  there  a  case  that  efficiency  should  not  be  regarded.  But  it 
should  not  be  made  an  ideology.  When  a  person  is  appointed 
to  any  post  it  does  not  mean  that  he  is  the  most  efficient  man  for 
the  post  in  the  Universe.  Among  the  over-represented  communi¬ 
ties  it  is  not  the  most  efficient  man  that  is  generally  selected  for 
appointment.  It  is  not  practically  possible  to  point  out  for  any 
post  the  most  efficient  man  in  any  community  at  any  time.  What 
is  important  is  whether  the  man  appointed  is  sufficiently  efficient 
to  carry  on  the  administration.  Nobody  will  say  that  a  man  who 
is  not  sufficiently  efficient  should  ba  appointed.  Even  when  appoint¬ 
ments  were  made  only  from  certain  communities  a  Proverthicar  is 
reported  to  have  said  <c5>oo3)^cTC)osrK)0,  qj<d*  ogjoroosna'’  mjoaaco 
oaasno0,  Q^)cmdlaQ)ocii)  ajoslgjocmo  o^acmg-jlsliy  (Q_)OJ(aroTlcQ)0®0iS®l 
(mocoi  amaacngg)  amc^o.”  That  is  an  illustration  of  an  appoint¬ 
ment  where  efficiency  was  not  cared  for  when  there  was  no  ques¬ 
tion  of  communal  representation.  Thus  there  is  always  a  chance 
of  those  who  are  not  the  most  efficient  being  selected  for  appoint¬ 
ment  from  any  community.  We  shall  not  be  understood  to  mean 
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that  we  are  asking  for  communal  representation  without  any  re¬ 
gard  to  efficiency.  Efficiency  is  not  the  mouopoly  of  any  parti, 
cular  community.  In  the  words  of  a  Calculus  xknther,  “what  one 
fool  can  do,  another  fool  also  can  do.”  If  you  give  equal  oppor¬ 
tunities,  say  to  the  Ezkavas  they  can  even  excel  every  other 
community  in  Travancore  in  all  respects.  I  do  not  now  speak  of 
the  Syrian  Christian  community.  Without  giving  all  the  communi¬ 
ties  equal  opportunities,  there  is  no  meaning  in  saying  that  they 
are  not  efficient.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  how  could  certain  communi¬ 
ties  prove  their  efficiency?  It  is  because  they  had  opportunities 
for  the  same.  If  others  also  get  such  opportunities  then  they  too 
will  be  able  to  prove  their  efficiency.  We  do  not  find  fault  with 
any  community  for  its  over  representation  in  the  past.  vVe  only 
ask  that  we  too  should  be  given  opportunities  under  the  present 
circumstances  to  serve  the  Government  as  early  as  possible-  Now 
that  should  not  take  us  generations  together.  Nowadays  in  10 
years  the  world  history  is  re-written.  Even  5  years  is  too  long 
for  giving  full  effect  to  communal  representation.  Take  the  case 
of  British  India-  Within  the  last  fifteen  years,  from  1922  to  1931 
what  changes  have  taken  place  there!  I  do  not  refer  to  European 
countries  now.  It  must  be  very  easy  for  the  Government  to  give 
equal  representation  to  all  the  communities  since  the  communities 
who  claim  communal  representation  do  possess  sufficient  qualifi¬ 
cations  to  serve  the  country.  We  are  asked  by  one  honourable 
member  to  go  back  by  30  years.  Then  why  not  we  go  hack  by 
50  or  300  years  ?  If  we  go  back  300  years,  perhaps  the  Muslims 
will  be  found  to  have  a  better  claim,  than  now,  because  at  that  time 
they  were  ruling  the  country. 

President :  I  do  not  think  the  Musalmans  ruled  Travan¬ 
core. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko:  I  said  that  only  as  an  illustration. 

I  did  not  mean  it  to  refer  to  Travancore.  I  hope  I  am  not  mis¬ 
understood.  I  think  those  who  listen  to  me  are  only  wiser  than  I. 
We  should  not  try  to  go  back  by  one  minute.  We  should  only  ’ 
look  forward  and  take  the  present  conditions  into  consideration. 
If  other  people  cannot  understand  the  depth  and  intensity  of  the 
grievances  of  the  unrepresented  communities  who  form  the  bulk  of 
the  most  loyal  subjects  of  His  Highness  the  Maharaja,  perhaps 
they  may.  be  pardoned.  One  honourable  member  said  that  he  re-, 
presents  the  biggest  constituency.  I  do  not  know  the  area  of  that 
constituency.  But  I  can  say  that  I  also  represent  a  sufficiently 
big  constituency  including  Parur,  Kunnatnad,  Muvattupuzha  and 
Devicolam  taluks,  and  I  know  that  those  who  elected  me  are 
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keenly  for  communal  (representation  without,  of  course,  spoiling 
efficiency.  Let  it  be  understood  that  we  have  no  quarrel  with 
other  communities*  Our  prayers  are  to  Government,  and  cert  iinly 
we  have  complaints  against  particular  officers  who  do  not  faith¬ 
fully  follow  the  orders  of  Government  in  the  matter  of  communal 
representation  but  try  to  evade  them  in  all  possible  ways. 

Mr.  A.  Easwara  Pillai  ( Kottarakara  and  Pattanapumm 
cum  Shencottah) :  Sir,  much  has  been  said  about  communal  re¬ 
presentation  and  I  don’t  wish  to  deal  with  it  at  length.  Sir,  I 
venture  to  submit  that  every  citizen  has  got  a  right  to  share 
the  responsibilities  of  the  State.  The  State  exists  for  the  benefit 
cf  all  citizens,  Though  it  is  the  natural  right  of  every  citizen 
to  serve  for  the  State,  all  are  not  required  and  all  are  not  com¬ 
petent  for  the  purpose.  Fence  it  is  indispensed  to  select  some  to 
do  the  duties  of  Government  without  any  regard  for  caste, 
creed  or  community.  Only  consideration  which  would  weigh  is 
efficiency  of  the  persons  selected.  The  claims  of  candidates  should 
be  considered  not  on  communal  basis  but  on  individual  basis. 
Opportunities  should  be  given  to  all. 

Sir,  ODe  honourable  member  has  said  that  a  muslim  who  has 
passed  the  Malayalam  Short  hand  was  :not  given  an  appointment. 
I  know  that  there  are  several  others  in  different  communities  who 
have  passed  the  same  examination.  Why  the  claim  of  the 
muslim  alone  should  be  considered  ?  Why  the  fundamental  rights 
of  others  should  be  denied  ? 

The  claims  put  forward  by  backward  communities  for  reser¬ 
ving  the  offices  to  them  alone  for  some  time  is  also  equally  untena¬ 
ble.  My  submission  is  that  fundamental  rights  of  citizens  should 
be  denied  and  the  right  of  any  individual  should  be  denied  merely 
because  he  belongs  to  a  particular  community.  There  should  not 
beany  difference  between  man  and  man. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai  :  During  the  last  four 
years  I  managed  to  proceed  without  touching  the  question  of  com¬ 
munal  representation.  Now  that  several  members  have  advocated 
the  cause  of  their  respective  communities,  I  think  I  will  be  failing  in 
my  duty  if  I  do  not  advance  the  cause  of  my  community  also. 
When  the  report  of  the  Public  Service  Recruitment  Committee  was 
discussed  in  this  House,  I  advocated  the  principle  that  representation 
should  be  given  in  proportion  to  the  tax  or  contribution  that  is 
given  to  the  coffers  of  the  State.  That  principle  has  not  been  ad¬ 
hered  to.  As  that  is  not  done,  if  communal  representation  is  going 
to  be  accepted,  I  submit  that  my  community  should  be  given  pre¬ 
ference  over  other  communities.  My. friend  Mr.  Mahomed  Ismail 
Was  talking  about  (he  representation  of  Mahomedans  in  Government 
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service.  He  was  saying  that  there  was  not  even  a  single  Mahomedan 
drawing  above  Bs.  300.  I  submit  that  in  my  community  there  is 
not  even  a  single  officer  except  a  Superintendent  in  the  Secretariat 
drawing  Ks.  150  and  above.  Of  course  some  of  my  honourable 
friends  are  labouring  under  a  confusion  with  regard  to  the  Com¬ 
munity  to  which  1  belong.  I  belong  to  the  Nanjanad  Vellala 
community  which  is  entirely  a  separate  community  by  itself  distinct 
from  other  .comm unites.  Of  course  my  community  is  not  vooi- 
ferous  with  regard  to  its  claims  in  the  public  service. 

Mr-  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  =  May  I  know  to  which 
community  Mr.  C.  S.  Lekshmanan  Pillay  belongs  ? 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai  :  He  does  not  belong  to 
my  community.  To  differentiate  one  community  from  another, 
the  laws  governing  the  communities  and  their  respective  customs 
are  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  The  hlanjinad  Vellala  commu¬ 
nity  and  the  community  to  which  the  gentleman  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  member  belongs  are  entirely  different  communities.  The 
Nanjanad  Vellala  community  is  labouring  under  serious  drawbacks. 
They  are  entirely  confined  to  Travancore.  They  have  no  relation 
with  the  people  outside  the  ghats.  Sir,  there  are  15  law  graduates 
in  my  own  community.  Much  more  than  in  Mr.  Ismail’s  commu¬ 
nity.  So,  my  submission  is  that  that  in  the  matter  of  representation 
in  the  public  service  my  community  has  a  better  claim  because  we 
pay  a  larger  amount  of  tax  in  proportion  to  our  population  and  we 
are  at  the  same  time  very  law  abiding  and  loyal  to  His  Highness  the 
Maharaja.  This  can  be  testified  by  many  historical  facts.  With 
these  words  I  resume  my  seat. 

Dr-  G.  D.  Nokes  :  Sir,  the  primary  interest  of  Government 
in  recruiting  the  Public  Service  is  that  they  should  have  the  best 
men  available  for  the  Service.  I  avoid  the  use  of  the  phrase  ‘‘most 
efficient”  deliberately,  as  it  appears  to  rouse  unnecessary  pas¬ 
sions.  When  the  principle  of  rotation  is  applied  to  the  matter  of 
recruitment  from  different  communities  you  do  not  necessarily  ob¬ 
tain,  in  all  circumstances,  the  best  man,  because  some  communities 
are  admittedly  backward.  Government  have  realised  this  difficulty, 
and  as  a  compromise  have  conceded  to  the  backward  and  under-re- 
presented  communities  (who  are  in  many,  but  not  all,  cases  identical) 
certain  valuable  privileges.  The  attitude  of  Government,  as  has 
been  pointed  out  by  me  in  another  place,  has  been  consistently 
favourable  to  the  under-represented  and  backward  communities.  I 
do  not  wish  to  recapitulate  what  has  already  been  declared  as  their 
policy  by  Government  or  the  evidence  for  it  in  the  Public  Service 
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Recruitment  Rules,  but  J  would  like  briefly  to  remind  the  honour¬ 
able  members  o£  this  House  of  the  existing  privileges  granted  to 
the  under-represented  communitiesamder  the  Public  Service  Recruit¬ 
ment  Rules  as  theyBare  being  worked  now. 

In  the  Intermediate  Division  special  provision  is  made  with 
regard  to  the  age  o£  the  members  of  backward  communities  when 
they  enter  the  Public  Service.  Special  preferences  and  additional 
marks  on  account  of  backwardness  are  given  to  them  in  the 
Selective  Tests.  Forty  per  cent  of  the  total  vacancies  are  reserved 
for  the  appointment  of  the  under-represented  communities. 

In  the  Lower  Division  there  is  the  principle  of  rotation  which 
gives  advantages  to  the  hitherto  under-represented  communities 
both  by  rank  and  in  the  number  of  places.  The  first  community  in 
the  rotation  is  a  backward  community  and  the  last  is  one  which  has 
been  described  as  over-represented.  The  number  of  places  in  the 
rotation  will  be  found  to  be  advantageous  to  the  under-represented 
communities,  by  comparison  with  those  for  the  other  communities. 

Now,  Sir,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  these  Rules  have  been  operat¬ 
ing  for  less  than  a  year,  I  am  beginning  to  wonder  how  far  any  agit¬ 
ation  against  the  policy  of  Government  in  the  matter  of  recruitment 
can  be  justified. 

It  is  said  by  one  honourable  member  that  the  rules  do  not  re] 
ally  operate  at  all,  and  all  important  appointments  are  made  by  Gov-“ 
ernment.  Sir,  to  this  I  can  only  say  that  the  honourable  member 
suffers  from  *n  erroneous  impression.  It  is  not  true  that  no  per¬ 
ceptible  change  has  occurred  in  the  personnel  of  the  Government 
Service.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  number  o£  recruit¬ 
ments  made  in  the  Higher  Division  is  very  small.  The  vast  major¬ 
ity  of  recruitments  are  in  the  Intermediate  and  Lower  Divisions  and 
are  made  by  the  various  appointing  authorities,  whom  it  is  my  duty 
to  advise.  I  may  repeat  what  I  have  said  elsewhere  for  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  House,  that  in  the  course  of  the  last  10  or  11  months 
I  have  advised  about  2000  recruitments  according  to  the  rules,  and 
that  Government  have  not  “  interferrecl  ”  in  any  one  of  these  re¬ 
cruitments.  They  reserve  power  to  make  exceptions  to  the  Rules 
and  have  done  so  in  some  cases,  but  so  far  as  I  am  aware  in  very 
few.  Hence  I  . should  like  to  ask  the  honourable  members,  who  are 
under  the  impression  that  Government  are  ‘‘  interfering  ”  with  my 
duties  as  Public  Service  Commissioner,  to  eradicate  this  erroneous 
impression  from  their  minds  and  treat  the  subject  from  this  point 
of  view.  Here  is  a  new  system  which  has  begun  to  operate  only  for 
a  short  period  on  definite  rules  framed  with  the  intention  of  be¬ 
ing  fair  to  all  communities.  There  .  may  be  exceptions  to  the 
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general  rule,  but  only  when  adequate  reasons  exist.  Now,  Sir,  that 
being  the  position,  can  the  honourable  members  opposite  say  that 
the  rules  are  not  operative  ?  The  only  answer  to  that  question 
is  ‘No.’ 

When  the  Government  issued  their  Public  Service  Recruitment 
order  about  two  years  ago,  they  said  that  this  new  system  should 
be  put  into  force  as  a  tentative  measure  for  three  years.  Those 
three  years  have  not  passed.  Within  that  period  it  is  impossible 
for  any  one  to  judge  the  results  of  the  working  of  the  system  or  to 
say  truly  that  the  rules  are  not  working  properly  or  are  being 
worked  to  the  detriment  of  the  under-represented  communities.  In 
view  of  the  sympathetic  attitude  shown  towards  these  under-  re¬ 
presented  communities,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  for  only  a  short 
time  have  the  rules  been  operated,  I  appeal  to  the  members  of  all 
communities  to  give  this  experimental  measure  sufficient  time  in 
which  to  operate,  so  that  we  can  get  the  desired  result  from  the 
new  scheme- 

If  in  fact  any  minor  modifications  of  the  rules  are  required, 
that  may  be  made.  Some  such  minor  modifications  have  been 
already  made  at  my  suggestion,  because  I  realised  that  certain 
difficulties  in  practice  could  be  overcome  by  suitable  alterations.  If 
any  honourable  member  has  any  valid  reason  for  suggesting  that 
the  rules  should  be  amended  he  should  inform  me,  and  I  shall 
bestow  careful  consideration  on  it.  So  much  as  preface. 

Now  let  me  turn  to  the  specific  criticisms  which  have  been  made 
against  the  operation  of  the  rules  by  the  honourable  member  op¬ 
posite  to  me,  who  said  that  the  first  year’s  working  of  the  rules 
was  discouraging  to  the  under-represented  communities,  but  encour¬ 
aging  to  Government  He  quotes  the  last  words  from  the  order  on 
the  Administration  Report  of  my  department  for  the  year  1111. 
Yet  the  rules  came  into  full  force  only  from  the  1st  of  Kanni  1112. 
In  those  circumstances,  I  do  not  understand  how  he  bases  his  cri¬ 
ticism  on  a  report  for  the  year  1111. 

Then  there  is  a  great  deal  of  misunderstanding  among  many 
■  members  opposite  about  seniority.  It  is  said  that  junior  men  who 
have  been  continuing  in  service  from  June  1935  are  preferred  to 
their  seniors.  Yet  it  has  been  clearly  specified  in  the  Rules,  Sir, 
that  persons  with  long  acting  service  will  be  preferred  to  all  others 
irrespective  of  community,  and  during  the  present  year  I  have,  in 
accordance  with  Part  VI  of  the  Rules,  been  substituting  long  service 
candidates  for  their  juniors  appointed  in  the  transitional  period. 
Again  the  first  community  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  rotation  is 
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“Other  Hindu  and  Miscellaneous”.  The  candidate  from  that  com¬ 
munity  who  is  recruited  may  never  have  been  in  service.  But  im¬ 
mediately  such  a  candidate  is  recruited  a  cry  goes  up  on  all  sides 
that  juniors  without  acting  service  are  being  appointed  while  their 
seniors  are  ignored.  Yet,  if  you  want  the  principle  of  the  rotation 
to  be  applied  you  must  take  the  consequences  of  the  rotation. 
Therefore  this  complaint  is  groundless.  But  1  add  that  the  question 
of  seniority  is  one  of  very  considerable  difficulty,  though  it  does 
not  primarily  concern  me.  I  am  concerned  with  the  recruitment  of 
candidates,  and  not  with  what  happens  to  them  when  they  get  into 
the  Service. 

On  the  question  of  filling  up  short  vacancies,  Government  have 
passed  orders  permitting  recruitments  for  one  month  without  refer¬ 
ence  to  my  office.  The  appointing  authorities  are  made  solely 
responsible.  I  found  that  the  whole  system  might  break  down  if 
such  arrangements  were  not  made-  So  I  recommended  to  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  they  accepted  my  recommendation,  that  for  the  short 
period  of  one  month  a  vacancy  could  be  filled  by  the  appointing 
authority.  But,  the  candidate  appointed  cannot  be  continued  after 
a  month.  If  he  is  so  continued  there  is  a  very  simple  remedy.  The 
Account  Office  will  object  to  his  pay  and  refuse  to  pass  his  pay  bill 
for  the  excess  period-  That  is  a  very  effective  check  on  that  rule. 
I  have  had  occasional  letters  from  inferior  or  subordinate  appointing 
authorities,  who  have  misunderstood  the  Rule,  saying  that  men 
who  had  been  put  in  short  vacancies  and  were  continued  after  one 
month  could  not  get  their  pay.  To  those  letters  I  replied,  “Quite 
right.  Your  powers  of  appointment  are  for  one  month,  not  five 
weeks.”  The  limits  of  the  rule  are  now  well  understood,  and 
there  i<  no  justification  for  the  suggestion  that  it  is  being  abused. 

President:  The  honourable  member  has  two  minutes 

more. 

Dr.  G.  D,  Nokes :  The  suggestion,  Sir,  made  by  the  honour¬ 
able  member,  that  such  recruitments  should  be  made  from  approved 
lists  of  candidates  has  been  anticipated.  The  Government  order 
contains  provision  for  that,  and  the  order  will  be  put  into  force 
when  Lower  Division  registration  is  more  complete. 

With  regard  to  promotion,  Sir,  the  Rules  are  not  concerned 
with  promotion,  and,  so  far  as  the  Public  Sendee  Commissioner  is 
concerned,  I  hope  he  will  not  be  made  responsible,  in  addition  to 
bis  present  duties,  for  hearing  appeals  from  every  person  in  the 
service  who  is  disappointed  at  some  one  else’s  promotion. 

As  to  the  suggestion,  made  by  one  of  the  honourable  members, 
that  a  committee  of  Commissioners  would  be  better  than  a  single 
Vol.  X-  No.  i. 
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individual,  I  have  to  remark  that  this  proposal  has  been  made  on 
many  occasions.  But  I  have  time  now  only  to  state  that  if.  you 
have  a  committee  or  a  board  representing  various  communities,  I 
am  afraid  that  you  will  only  be  adding  fuel  to  the  fire  of  commu¬ 
nal  rivalries  which  the  appointment  of  a  single  Commissioner  was 
designed  to  quell. 

President :  Order,  Order. 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  :  May  I  know  whether  there  is  any 
objection  to  the  publication  of  the  operation  of  the  rules  periodically 
in  the  Government  Gazette  so  as  to  inspire  confidence  among  the 
public  ? 

Dr.  G-  D.  Nokes  :  The  Administration  Report  is  published 
every  year.,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  burden  my  small 
staff  with  the  publication  of  periodical  reports  at  intervals  of  less 
than  a  year.  If  any  member  of  the  House  requires  information,  he 
has  only  to  write  to  me. 

Sir,  in  justice  to  my  subordinates,  I  must  mention  the  sugges¬ 
tion  or  innuendo  that  my  office  is  being  run  by  junior  clerks  or 
menials-that  advice  on  recruitment  is  really  given  by  my  butler  !  I 
have  noticed  this  type  of  statement  about  other  European  cfficers  in 
various  newspapers,  which  I  have  read  with  contempt.  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  repudiating,  on  behalf  of  each  European  officer  in 
the  State,  the  suggestion  that  he  is  unduly  influenced  by  his  sub- 
ordinates.  Such  statements  should  not  be  given  encouragement  on 
the  floor  of  this  House,  for  they  can  only  be  described  as  nonsen¬ 
sical  drivel. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  =  May  I  know  whether  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  has  received  any  complaints  from  applicants  that  their  claims 
have  been  overlooked  ? 

Dr.  G.  D.  Nokes :  If  I  advise  one  recruitment,  there  will  be 
forty  disappointed  persons,  most  of  whom  will  complain  that  their 
claims  have  been  overlooked,  when  they  have  really  been  carefully 
considered. 

In  view  of  the  shortage  of  time  and  having  dealt  with  the 
specific  points  raise  1  with  regard  to  the  Rules,  I  would  like  again 
simply  to  repeat  my  plea  that  members  who  feel  that  their  com¬ 
munities  are  not  dealt  with  as  they  wish  should  realise  that  the 
Rules  are  there  for  the  amelioration  of  their  position,  and  that,  in 
due  course,  they  will  obtain  that  amelioration. 

Mr-  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  :  Will  the  honour¬ 
able  member  withdraw  the  expression  ‘nonsensical  drivel  ?  ’ 
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President:  Ido  not  think  he  referred  to  :my  honourable 
memLer  of  r  his  House.  Is  that  not  so,  Dr.  Nokes? 

Dr.  G.  D-  Nokes  :  I  did  not  refer  to  anj  member.  If  I  had 
done  so,  I  should  have  used  appropriate  words. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath:  Is  that  Parliamentary  language 

Sir  ? 

President:  I  shall  consider  that. 

I  am  sure  Dr.  Nokes  did  not  mean  any  offence  to  any  honour¬ 
able  member  -.  he  is  not  capable  of  it. 

Dr-  G.  D.  Nokes  :  Certainly  not.  I  was  referring  to  state¬ 
ments  published  outside  the  House. 

The  motion  that  ?.  sum  of  Rs.  20,401  under  Demand  II — 
Public  Service  Commissioner  be  granted  was  put  and  carried. 

The  grant  was  made- 

DEMAND  III — EDUCATION — excluding  Travancore 
University  and  All-India  Oriental  Conference- 

Dr-  K.  L.  Moudgill  (Ay.  Director  of  Public  Instruction) 
Sir,  I  rise  to  move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Rs-  48,42,680,  under 
Demand  III  — Education,  excluding  Travancore  University  and  All- 
India  Oriental  Conference. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  I  oppose  the  Demand. 

Before  proceeding  further,  I  would  like  to  point  out  ihat  most 
of  the  departmental  reports  do  not  contain  an  index  or  even  a  table 
contents,  so  that,  it  is  not  possible  to  find  out  easily  a  particular 
item  unless  you  go  through  the  whole  report.  That  is  the  case 
with  almost  all  the  reports,  for  instance,  the  reports  of  the  Land 
Revenue  Department,  the  Excise  Department,  the  Medical  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  Education  Department,  the  Forest  Department,  the  In¬ 
dustries  Department  and  the  Co-  operative  Department.  Sir,  these 
reports  are  distributed  outside  the  State  also.  If  anybody  there 
wants  to  ascertain  the  position  in  regard  to  a  particular  matter,  it 
will  not  be  possible  for  him  to  do  so  unless  he  reads  through  the 
whole  report.  I  would  therefore  request  that  early  steps  may  be 
taken  by  the  Government  to  include  an  index  or  a  table  of  contents 
in  every  one  of  the  departmental  reports. 

Coming  to  the  Education  Department,  I  have  serious  objection 
to  the  manner  in  which  high  schools  are  now  being  conducted.  Sir, 
the  headmasters  of  the  departmental  English  High  Schools  are 
being  paid  a  very  decent  salary,  as  also  the  senior  Assistants.  But, 
the  results  would  show  that  the  Department  does  not  pay  adequate 
attention  to  the  teaching  in  high  schools.  Sir,  the  results  in  the 
E.  S.  L.  C.  examination  are  published  in  the  Gazette.  The  average 
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for  the  State,  according  to  the  first  list,  is  43  per  cent.  Taking 
into  account  the  supplemental  list  -'also,  the  average  comes  to  44 
per  cent. 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  :  May  I  correct  the  Member,  Sir? 

It  is  54  per  cent. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  I  thank  the  Member  ;  1  made 
a  mistake. 

■Sir,  there  are  about  24  institutions  maintained  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  Judged  by  the  results,  we  find  that  12  of  them  are  below 
the  standard.  I  shall  just  give  a  few  instances.  In  Eraniel  the 
percentage  is  29  ;  in  the  Alleppey  Mahomedan  School  also  it  is  29  ; 
34  in  Quilon  ;  32  in  Thuckalay  and  Neyyattinknra  etc.  On  the 
whole,  it  may  be  said  that  the  results  in  the  Government  schools 
are  not  at  all  satisfactory.  The  report  does  not  contain  a  review 
of  the  work  in  the  various  departmental  schools  especially  the  High 
Schools  of  Government.  The  head  of  the  department  does  not 
seem  to  bestow  sufficient  attention  on  this  subject.  I  hope  suffi¬ 
cient  attention  is  paid  to  this  subject  also  in  future.  I  find,  Sir, 
that,  in  the  Colleges,  sufficient  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  results. 

I  submit  that  high  school  education  deserves  even  greater  atten¬ 
tion  than  collegiate  education .  Hitherto  the  practice  was  to  calcu¬ 
late  the  percentage  of  passes  on  the  total  number  of  students  in  the 
class.  But  now,  finding  the  unsatisfactory  results  the  percentage 
is  being  calculated  on  the  number  sent  up  for  the  examination  ;  the 
number  eliminated  at  the  selection  examination  is  left  out  of 
account  now.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  for  that  change. 

Then  again,  it  is  found  that  in  the  same  school  the  results  are  . 
very  good  when  there  is  a  particular  headmaster,  and  turn  poor 
when  that  headmaster  leaves  the  school  and  some  one  else  takes  the 
place.  That  is  the  case  with  regard  to  some  teachers  also.  I 
think  the  Head  of  the  Department  does  not  properly  scrutinise  the 
work  of  headmasters  and  the  assistants.  There  is  also  another 
anomaly.  The  headmasters  get  Ks.  300,  and  some  of  them  even 
more  as  personal  pay.  The  Inspectors  also  get  only  Ks.  300  or  so. 
Naturally,  the  headmasters  do  not  attach  much  weight  to  the  re¬ 
ports  of.  the  Inspectors. 

There  is  also  the  dislocation  of  work  caused  by  the  frequent 
transfers  of  teachers  from  one  school  to  another.  1  would  suggest 
to  the  Government  to  make  it  a  rule  that  every  teacher  should 
serve  in  a  particular  school  for  3  years  at  a  stretch. 
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Sir,  we  have  invested  and  tire  spending  a  lot  of  our  money  on 
our  Government  schools,  and  the  teachers  and  headmasters  are  paid 
very  decent  salaries.  It  is  highly  deplorable  that  the  results  in  the 
departmental  schools  are  not  at  all  satisfactory. 

There  is  also  another  serious  complaint  about  the  delay  in  the 
issue  of  grant  memos.  Often,  it  takes  even  9  and  10  months  of 
the  year  for  these  memos  to  be  issued.  Formerly,  these  grants  were 
subject  to  revision  only  once  in  three  years  :  but  now  it  is  being 
done  annually.  There  is  a  lot  of  complaint  about  the  delay  in  the 
issue  of  the  grant  memos.  The  managers  of  aided  schools  are  put 
to  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  on  account  of  such  delay.  I  would 
request  the  Director  to  expedite  the  matter. 

There  is  also  another  suggestion  that  I  have  to  make  to  improve 
the  efficiency  of  the  teaching  staff.  Now,  increments  are  being 
granted  to  them  automatically.'  It  must  be  made  a  rule  that 
teachers  who  are  not  able  to  show  satisfactory  results  will  not  be 
given  their  increments. 

I  have  a  word  to  submit  about  games  fees  which  are  now  being 
collected  by  the  headmasters.  Now,  it  would  seem  that  tnis  fee 
becomes  the  personal  property  of  the  headmasters  ;  even  in  most 
schools  where  there  is  no  playground  or  not  sufficient  playground, 
this  fee  is  being  collected  from  the  pupils.  As  instances,  I  may 
mention  the  schools  at  Muvattupuzha,  Todupuzha,  Vaikom  etc. 
Besides  the  amounts  realised  from  the  pupils,  there  is  also  a  grant 
given  by  the  Government.  I  fear  the  money  is  not  being  properly 
used  in  all  schools.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Department  to  see  that 
facilities  are  provided  for  games  and  the  amounts  collected  well 
spent  or,  no  fee  should  be  collected  for  games  in  places  where  there 
are  no  facilities  for  proper  games.  Also,  the  accounts  under  this 
head  must  be  properly  and  regularly  audited. 

Sir,  there  is  a  strong  rumour  that  the  Civil  Courts  in  Trivan¬ 
drum  are  to  be  shifted  to  the  Vanchiyoor  Sri  Mula  “Vilasom  Hudi 
School  buildings.  The  public  have  very  serious  objection  to  that 
'course-  Firstly,  there  is  sentimental  objection  since  the  institution 
has  been  started  in  memory  of  and  connected  with  the  name  of  the 
late  lamented  Sri  Mulam  Tirunal  Maharaja  of  world  wide  fame. 
Further,  it  is  the  premier  institution  in  the  town  with  a  tradition 
behind  it. 

President :  1  find  that  one  honourable  member  had  given 

notice  of  a  motion  to  omit  the  grant  under  this  Demand. 
That  was  brought  to  my  notice  only  just  now ;  otherwise,  I  should 
have  called  that  member  first.  Now  we  have  only  a  minute  more 
for  commencing  tha  debate  on  the  adjournment  motion.  If  that 
debate  is  over  before  5  p.  m.,  that  member  will  be  called  upon  to 
speak  ;  if  not,  be  can  do  so  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  I  beg  leave  to  move  that  the  business 
of  the  House  be  now  adjourned  to  discuss  a  definite  matter  of  urgent 
public  importance,  namely,  the  distressing  situation  of  the  ryots 
of  Nanjinad  and  Edanad  caused  by  the  failure  of  the  Kodayar  Re- 
servoir  at  a  critical  period  when  irrigation  facilities  for  the  next 
Kanni  crop  were  most  needed  in  that  area.” 

Sir,  every  one  of  the  members,  on  this  side  as  well  as  in  the 
Government  Benches,  will  realise,  I  hope,  that,  although  this  question 
affects  only  one  part  of  the  State,  it  is  so  important  that,  if  not 
looked  into  immediately,  may- result  in  very  great  suffering  to  the 
cultivators  and  loss  to  the  Government  in  as  much  as  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  hardworking  ryots  will  be  devoid  of  their  means  of  livelihood 
and  the  Government  a  considerable  portion  of  their  revenue. 

Sir,  I  shall  first  of  all  picture  before  the  House  the  sad  and 
pitiable  plight  of  the  ryots  of  'Nanjinad  and  Edanad  which  com¬ 
menced  in  1104  and  had  been  continuing  with  greater  intensity  ever 
since.  We  had  from  1103  to  feel  slowly  then  the  effect  of  the  eco¬ 
nomic  depression.  It  was  keenly  felt  by  the  public  at  large  and  by 
the  ryots  in  particular.  Sir,  nature  also  has  been  cruel  to  the  ryots 
because  in  1104  there  was  a  draught  and  consequent  failure  of  the 
Kodayar  Reservoir.  The  agriculturists  were  hoping  from  one  crop 
to  another  to  get  something  in  excess  in  order  that  their  longstand¬ 
ing  debts  may  he  as  far  as  possible  cleared.  But  .Sir,  every  crop 
has  been  except  on  a  very  few  occasions  failing  and  as  such  not  only 
have  they  been  rendered  incapable  of  remitting  their  taxes  in  time 
but  they  have  also  been  pur  to  the  direst  necessity  of  not  even  being 
able  to  live  peacefully  and  without  anxity.  Sir,  I  may  here  men¬ 
tion  an  instance  of  the  sad  plight  of  a  big  landholder.  When  I  was 
touring  with  some  friends  for  collecting  signatures  of  four  of  the 
biggest  landholders  in  every  taluk  in  order  to  move  the  government 
to  take  steps  for  the  relief  of  agricultural  indebtedness.  We  went  to 
Thovala  to  meet  'one  of  the  biggest  landholders  there.  But  we 
could  not  find  him  in  his  house.  My  Honourable  friend  Mr.  Aru- 
mukhom  P-illai,  will  remember  that  this  gentleman  who  is  here  now, 
who  was  paying  a  tax  of  more  than  Rs.  500  per  annum  was  hiding  in 
his  house  just  to  escape  from  a  civil  warrant.  I  only  mention  this 
instance  to  show  that  as  a  result  of  this  economic  depression 
even  the  biggest  landholders  have  been  in  trouble  and  now  as  their 
ill-fate  would  have  it  nature  itself  has  been  cruel  and  has  served  to 
augment  their  suffering.  Now  Sir,  coming  to  the  Kodayar  Project 
it  has  failed  not  only  in  1110  but  in  11 12  also  and  has  made  them 
utterly  incapable  of  raising  even  the  barest  means  for  their  subsis¬ 
tence  not  to'  say  of  their  inability  to  pay  land  tax. 
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Now  I  will  compare  the  draught  and  failure  of  Kodayar  a  couple 
of  years  back  with  that  of  the  current  year.  One  important  differ¬ 
ence  that  we  notice  is  that  just  before  the  cultivation  season  began 
in  1110,  the  cultivators  as  well  as  the  irrigation  branch  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  knew  that  there  was  going  to  be  a  scarcity  of 
rain.  Because  as  soon  as  and  even  just  before  the  Kumbhom  crop 
season,  there  was  only  very  scanty  water  in  the  Kodayar  reservoir 
as  the  figures  will  show.  On  the  8th  of  Dhanu  i.  e.  just  before  the 
Kumbhom  harvest,  the  water  level  was  only  at  5’30  ft.  Just  after 
the  Kumbhom  crop  it  fell  down  to  1’85  ft.  That  means  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  as  well  as  the  ryots  could  rightly  anticipate  failure  of 
Kumbhom  crop  and  as  well  as  a  gloomy  prospect  of  any  irrigation 
facility  for  the  nest  crop.  I  mean  the  Kanni  crop  of  1111.  This 
scarcity  of  water  continued  persistently,  came  down  to  T75  in  24-7-10 
after  which  there  was  no  need  for  irrigating  fields  for  the  harvest 
season  was  over.  The  water  level  continued  in  the  same  way  and 
the  figure  even  went  further  down.  As  regards  the  Kanni  crop, 
generally  the  agricultural  period  in  the  season  when  the  sheaths  and 
ears  of  corn  come  out  is  in  Edavom,  so  from  the  middle  of  Edavom 
the  ryots  are  in  all  anxiety  for  ivater,  for  scarcity  of  water  would 
mean  great  loss  of  even  the  expenses  of  cultivation.  On  the  19th 
Edavom  1110  the  figure  of  the  water  in  the  reservoir  stood  at 
3’25  ft.  and  this  went  further  down  on  1st  Mithunom  to  T5.  So 
the  Government  as  well  as  the  ryots  knew  of  the  condition  suffici¬ 
ently  early  and  at  the  various  turns  The  Government  was  well- 
advised  in  having  published  press  communiques  in  time  as  regards 
the  two  crops.  One  was  issued  in  Dhanu  and  the  other  in  Edavom 
so  that  theryotsicould  very  well  foresee  the  situation.  The  ryots  and 
the  whole  public  considered  that  it  was  a  warning  from  Government 
and  they  abstained  from  even  cultivating  their  lands,  other  than  the 
small  extent  mainly  ayacut  lands  which  had  begun  to  be  cultivated 
As  a  result,  the  knowledge  cf  the  probability  of  the  scarcity  of  water 
and  warning  of  the  Government  lands  which  were  actually  under 
cultivation  for  the  Kanni  crop  of  1111  were  much  less  in  extent 
than  that  for  the  coming  Kanni  season,  because  in  addition  to  the 
small  seasonal  rains  that  they  have  been  having  from  this  Kumbhom 
the  Kodayar  reservoir  contained  on  21st  Kumbhom,  19‘6  ft.  of 
water  and  there  was  a  legitimate  reason  for  the  ryots  to  expect  that 
there  will  be  rains  coming  in  the  usual  Edavappathi  season.  With 
this  end  in  view  they  began  to  cultivate  all  the  available  extent  of 
land  at  their  disposal.  But  although  in  Edavom  this  year  as  shown 
by  the  figure  on  8:h  day,  the  water  stood  at  21'05  ft.  It  suddenly 
and  unexpectedly  went  down  to  fi'^o  on  3rd  Mithunam.  On  11th 
Edavom  it  went  to  the  minimum  point  in  the  season  namely  3*4  ft. 
Sir,  as  soon  as  it  reached  that  point  and  there  was  no  prospect  of 
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rain,  there  was  great'  agitation  and  heart-burning  among  the  people 
and  measures  were  adopted  by  the  public  to  bring  it  to  the  notice 
of  Government.  You  will  remember  Sir,  that  I  wrote  to  you  a 
letter  in  which  I  stated  the  condition  of  ryots  and  suggested  means 
for  augmenting  the  supply  in  the  Kodayar  reservoir  and  if  found 
necessary  for  even  adopting  measures  to  penalise,  conversion  of  any 
further  extent  of  garden  land  into  paddy  fields-  Timely  Restric¬ 
tion  of  cultivation  by  the  use  of  Kodayar  water  may  also  be  adopted 
as  is  done  in  British  India.  With  regard  to  the  area  within  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  perinial  reservoirs  as  Periyar  in  British  India,  Sir,  for 
the  first  crop  a  certain  extent  is  allowed  to  be  watered  from  the 
Periyar  Reservoir  and  if  any  further  area  is  cultivated  it  is  penalised 
with  an  assessment  of  Rs  150  per  acre-  Other  remedial  measures 
may  be  dealt  with  later  on.  Now,  what  actually  happened  this  time 
was  this.  While  the  extent  of  land  under  cultivation  was  much 
less  than  30,000  acres  in  1110,  this  time  it  went  up  to  86,000  acres 
even  in  the  early  period  of  cultivation.  Seeing  the  seriousness  of  the 
situation  the  auihorities  of  the  Government  called  together  on  the 
11th  Edavom  1112,  a  meeting  of  the  leading  landholders  of  Nanji- 
nad  and  Edanad  which  was  presided  over  by  the  Division  Peish- 
kars.  Ever  since  that  date  the  extent  of  cultivated  area  increased  by 
4,573  acres  according  to  the  latest  figure  available  then  the  total 
extent  going  up  nearly  to  40,000  acres  for  as  soon  as  the  little  water 
that  Whs  available  in  the  Kodayar  Reservoir  was  given  out  to 
the  lands  which  were  actually  cultivated  and  which  could  not  be 
neglected,  the  neighbouring  land  holders  made  use  of  the  occasicn  and 
even  went  to  the  extent  of  stealing  the  water  which  was  intended  for 
the  neighbouring  lauds  and  attempting  with  risk  whether  they  could 
get  something  out  of  their  lands  also  if  providence  favours  them  with 
rain.  If  rains  had  not, fallen  fortunately  and  in  time  though  a  -little 
late,  the  whole  ex  tent  of  land' which  had  been  cultivated  early  as  well 
as  lately  would  have  dried  up  and,devastecl.  But  now  the  rains  have 
to  some  extent  helped  the  cultivators.  But.even  then  more  than  ten 
per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area  I  come  to  understand,  are  to  be  given 
karivu  remission  because  they  do  not  give  any  yield.  Now  what 
is  the  loss  to  Government  ?  The  Kodayar  project  area  cultivates 
nearly  56,000  acres  of  land  at  present  comprising  of  30,000  acres 
of  Ayacut  and  26  acres  of  (converted  lands.  Sir,  when  the  Kodayar 
project  was  conceived  and  it  was  finished  Government  immediately 
undertook  to  see  that  all  the  available  lands  were  converted  for 
paddy  cuPivarion  and  they  even  appointed  a  special  officer 
Mr.  R,  Mahadeva  Iyer.  Along  with  that,  they  did  an  unwise  act. 
That  is,  they  directed  this  officer  to  see  that  all  the  supplementing 
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reservoirs  were  auctioned  away  and  they  continued  this  policy  till 
1926.  In  this,  they  committed  a  big  folly.  It  is  true  tbat  thereby 
they  earned  nearly  Rs.  7  lakhs.  But  that  proved  to  be  the  policy 
of  killing  the  goose  that  lay  the  goldeu  eggs.  For  gaining  Rs.  7 
lakhs  they  left  the  cultivators  to  dogs  and  in  this  very  sorrowful 
plight  they  risked  large  and  successive  remissions  of  land  revenue. 
Nearly  18,427  acres  are  now  left  fallow  in  Thovala  and  Agastis- 
waram  taluks  and  these  lands  are  mainly  garden  lands  which  have 
been  converted  bringing  by  way  of  watercess  alone  nearly  3  lakhs  of 
rupees  to  the  State  coffers  in  addition  to  garden  assessment.  The 
government  has  also  to  lose  land  tax  of  Ayacut  lands  which  will 
claim  for  kariva remission. 

President :  Order,  order.  The  honourable  member  will 
note  that  under  the  rules  the  maximum  time  allowed  for  a  speech 
is  15  minutes.  The  honourable  member  has  4  minutes  more. 

Mr.  K.  R-  Elenkath  •  That  being  so,  I  will  only  just  give 
out  some  suggestions  by  which  these  occurrences  may  be  as  far  as 
possible  avoided.  Sir,  it  was  in  1907  that  the  Kodayar  project 
was  completed  and  the  Government  adopted  then  the  policy  of 
auctioning  away  tank  beds  and  at  the  same  time  registering  away 
poramboke  lands  nearby-  Then  there  was  the  Forest  Department 
which  has  been  indiscriminately  leasing  out  coupes  under  the  coupe 
system  as  a  result  of  which  trees  were  felled  and  removed,  thereby 
causing  not  only  disafforestation  but  also  silting  up  in  the  reservoir 
as  well  a.s  in  the  channels-  Streamlets  and  cals  were  formed  also  as 
a  result  of  the  timbers  being  removed  by  elephants.  Much  debate 
there  was  in  the  other  House  about  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of 
disafforestation.  Sir,  the  theory  of  a  forest  not  affecting  rainfall 
has  been  exploded  and  not  the  opposite  theory.  That  is  my  view. 
The  British  Government  is  very  keen  on  the  preservation  and 
conservation  of  the  Periyar  Catchment  Area.  They  do  not  allow 
even  a  leaf  to  be  touched  by  anyone  and  as  a  result  we  find  that 
there  are  many  wild  beasts  in  that  area.  When  we  turn  to  the 
Kodayar  area  we  find  that  anybody  can  enter  the  inmost  recesses 
of  the  forest  and  can  even  make  his  dwelling  there  very  comfort¬ 
ably.  Sir,  this  policy  ought  not  to  have  been  commenced  by  the 
Government  from  the  very  b  ginning. 

Then,  there  is  the  erosion  as  a  result  of  which  not  only  the  bed 
of  the  resevoir  but  also  the  channel  beds  and  tank  beds  were  silted 
up.  in  this  conneetion.aud  in  .speaking  generally  qf  the  condition  of 
tanks  1.  am  reminded  of  what  happened  in  the  Nagercoil  High  School, 
a  few  months  back.  The  Headmaster  asked  the  students  to  write  an 
essay  on  the  use  of  tanks.  One  of  them  described  the  tanks  in  Nanni- 
nad  as  Goldsmith  described  thevillage  schoolmaster’s  table  as  abed  by 
night  mid  a  chest  of  drawers  all  the  day.  The  boy  wrote  that  ehe 
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tanks  in  the  South  that  he  had  seen  were  playgrounds  in  summer 
and  a  small  watery  place  where  they  could  play  with  paper  boats 
during  the  rainy  season.  That  ia  how  these  tanks  are  looked  into 
by  the  Government.  I  shall  now  mention  about  the  effect  of 
rainfall  as  far  as  the  Kodavar  Catchment  Area  is  concerned  In 
1907  when  the  project  was  completed  there  was  a  rainfall  of  166 
inches  as  is  shown  by  memorial  stone. 

But  now,  it  has  become  less  than  one-half,  for  it  has  come 
down  to  nearly  80  inches.  This  is  due  to  the  havoc  done  to  the 
forests.  I  shall  suggest  one  or  two  means  of  preventing  this  and 
then  close  my  speech.  There  has  been  an  agitation  for  the  enact¬ 
ment  of  a  Minor  Irrigation  Regulation.  The  Government  moved 
in  the  matter  and  published  a  draft  bill.  I  do  not  know  what  has 
happened  to  that.  The  recommendations  of  the  Minor  Irrigation 
Committee  was  for  the  enactment  of  such  a  law,  including  among 
other  provisions  that  of  investing  the  P.  W,  D.,  with  power  to 
penalise  encroachnts  on  tank  beds  and  other  irrigational  sources. 
Every  means  must  be  adopted  to  help  towards  the  success  of  the 
Kodayar  Project.  By  diverting  the  trubatries  in  the  sources  the 
water  of  the  reservoir  may  be  augmented.  The  right-bank  channel 
should  be  extended  by  diverting  the  waters  of  Chittar  No.  1  and  2 
so  that  the  people  of  Yilavanoode  and  Neyyattiukara  also  may 
benefit  by  facilities  for  Irrigation.  Measures  should  also  be  adopted 
to  prevent  overflowing  or  make  use  of  water  that  overflows  instead 
of  it  being  allowed  to  run  to  waste.  Water  was  overflowing  the 
Pachipra  dam  for  many  days  in  Kanni  1112,  an  year  when  we  even 
are  having  great  -  scarcity  of  water.  If  a  dam  is  put*  up  at  a 
place  called  Kakkachal  or  Vananpara,  the  water  could  be  diverted 
to  the  channel  lower  down  the  main  channel  for  at  that  place  the 
channel  is  on  a  higher  level. 

There  was  a  dam  there  as  early  as  1801  but  the  two  ends  of 
it  were  cut  down  by  some  people  for  fear  of  flood  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  This  may  be  restored.  With  these  words,  I  commend 
the  motion  to  the  acceptance  of  the  House  and  request  the  Mouse, 
both  officials  and  non-officials,  to  pay  their  due  consideration  to  this 
problem  and  see  that  the  maximum  endeavour  is  made  for  allivaat- 
iug  the  suffering  and  distress  of  the  ryots. 

Mr.  V-  5.  Arumukhom  Pillai:  Sir,  I  support  the 
motion,  ihe  late  Mr.  Watts,  in  the  course  of  his  speech  referring 
to  Nanjinad,  said  that  the  people  of  Nanjinad  are  perfectly  indifferent 
whether  Rama  or  Havana  was  the  King  so  long  as  they  have  suffi¬ 
cient.  water  in  the  Kodayar  Reservoir.  That  is  perfectly  true.  This 
indicates  that  water  is  the  life-blood  of  the  people  of  Nanjinad.  The 
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people  never  take  part  in  any  agitation.  But  when  they  find  that 
there  is  no 'water  for  irrigation  they  become  restless  and  raise  a  hue 
and  cry.  For,  if  in  one  crop  they  are  not  able  to  get  paddy,  they 
will  have  to  starve.  That  is  why  I  said  that  water  has  got  a  pecu¬ 
liar  significance  so  far  as  Nanjinad  is  concerned.  My  friend  Mr. 
Elenkath  referred  to  a  respectable  citizen— he  did  not  mention  cor¬ 
rectly  the  amount  of  tax  he  was  paying,  he  was  paying  Rs.  600  — 
but  that  gentleman  could  not  get  out  for  fear  of  civil  warrant.  Any¬ 
one  who  is  closely  acquainted  with  Nanjinad  will  really  feel  pity  for 
these  people,  There  are  several  reasons  for  their  pitiable  condition. 
As  I  said  this  morning  the  heavy  and  excessive  taxation  is  the  main 
reason.  The  people  of  Nanjinad  are  taxed  beyond  their  capacity. 
Before  1104  they  were  getting  something.  But  their  savings  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  jewels  worn  by  their  women.  Since  1104,  they  have 
been  disposing  of  these  jewels  in  order  to  pay  the  tax  and  to  meet 
other  obligatory  payments.  Now,  they  are  absolutely  penniless. 
This  state  of  affairs  has  been  brought  about  not  only  by  the  excessive 
taxation  but  also  by  several  other  circumstances.  I  do  not  want  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by  repeating  all  that  my  friend  has 
said.  I  do  not  want  also  to  repear  what  happened  in  regard  to  the 
Kanni  crop  of  1111  as  I  have  sufficiently  dealt  with  it  already.  With 
regard  to  Kanni  crop  of  1111  after  some  attempts  we  were  able  to 
get  50  per  cent  remission-  We  are  grateful  for  that.  But  in  view 
of  the  face  that  the  people  of  Nanjinad  have  been  paying  excessive 
tax,  in  view  of  their  miserable  condition  and  in  view  of  the  un¬ 
foreseen  circumstances  responsible  for  their  insufferable  damage,  they 
ought  to  have  been  given  full  remission.  Anyhow  it  is  a  thing  of 
the  past  and  I  do  not  want  to  dwell  upon  it  now. 

In  discussing  this  adjournment  motion  we  have  to  refer  to  the 
question  of  remission.  My  learned  friend  has  not  referred  to  that 
aspect  of  the  matter.  On  the  last  occasion  I  stated  the  several  cir¬ 
cumstances  that  had  brought  about  the  miserable  condition  of  the 
ryots.  From  the  year  1110,  nature  herself  was  against  the  ryots. 
In  the  year  1110,  though  there  was  no  tarissu,  all  the  crops 
failed  because  of  the  failure  of  the  Kodayar.  In  1111  the  people 
became  wise  by  prior  experience  and  did  not  raise  cultivation.  A 
Press  Communique  was  issued  then.  The  Government  said  that 
the  ryots  of  Nanjinad  gained  immensely  because  of  the  warning 
contained  in  the  Communique  and  on  that  ground  refused  re¬ 
mission.  That  was  the  mentality  of  Government  at  that  time. 
Anyhow  we  are  thankful  for  the  50  per  cent  remission.  I  appeal  to 
the  Government  in  view  of  our  bitter  experience,  to  make  provision 
for  remission.  The  absence  of  airy  provision  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  Engineers  had  high  hopes  of  the  Kodayar  Project,  I  am  not 
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an  expert,  and  I  do  not  want  to  criticise  the  opinion  o£  the  Engi¬ 
neers  who  constructed  the  reservoir.  They  thought  that  the  re¬ 
servoir  would  be  a  complete  insurance  against  drought.  That  was 
the  reason  for  prohibiting  the  grant  of  remission  for  tarissu  If 
the  Government  are  really  sympathetic  to  the  interests  of  the  ryots, 
they  would  not  have  cared  for  the  rule  but  would  have  granted  re¬ 
mission  in  spite  of  the  rule.  If  the  word  ‘remission’  tied  their 
hands,  Government  could  have  easily  got  over  the  difficulty  and 
awarded  compensation  if  they  really  had  the  mind  to  relieve 
them.  The  rule  would  not  have  stood  in  the  way.  In  view 
of  our  bitter  experience,  in  view  of  the  precarious  supply  of 
Kodayar  water,  and  the  utter  futility  of  the  reservoir,  I  submit  that 
the  rules  should  ba  revised.  Sir,  it  was  this  provision  that  stood  in 
the  way  of  granting  remission.  This  provision,  I  may  submit,  if  I 
may  be  excused  for  using  the  term,  is  an  uncivilised  piece  of  legis¬ 
lation,. if  it  is  unable  to  protect  the  legitimate  interests  of  the  ryots 
For,  it  is  not  only  his  right  to  get  remission  but  it  is  also  his  right 
not  to  cultivate  his  land.  It  is  not  a  civilised  piece  of  legislation 
and  it  must  he  erased. 

My  learned  friend  referred  to  irrigation  facilities.  During  the 
tanssu  of  1 1 1  i  and  1111,  1  sent  up  a  series  of  recommendations  to 
the  Chief  Engineer  aud-if  I  remember  right  he  told  me  that  he-re- 
commended  those  things  to  the  Government.  I  think  the  Govern¬ 
ment  were  not  able  to  grant  us  what  we  required  for  want  of 
fund,  Now  again  the  agricultural  Board  has  sent  up  similar  re¬ 
solutions  and  I  r.  quest  the  Chief  Engineer  to  give  sympathetic 
consideration  to  those  resolutions  and  try  to  avert  a  similar  mis¬ 
erable  situation  in  future. 

My  learned  friend  referred  to  the  necessity  for  an  additional 
reservoir.  He  referred  to  Chit  tar  Nos.  1  and  2.  J  submit  that 
these  will  in  no  way  be  useful  to  the  ryots  of  Nanjinad.  Ferumjani 
Reservoir  alone  may  ba  beneficial  so  far  as  Nanjinad  is  concerned. 

There  is  one  other  point.  Huge  sums  of  money  have  been 
spent  on  the  right  bank  channel.  It  is  useful  to  the  ryots  of  Vila- 
vankod-  It  is  ruinous  to  the  agriculturists  of  Nanjinad  and  quite 
unsafe  to  the  project  itself.  With  these  woids  I  support  the 
motion. 

Mr..  James  Fletcher  ( Kalkulam  and  Vilavankod  cum 
Neyi/a  tjikaia)  ■■  1  support  the  motion  and  state  my  reasons 

for  that.  The  dis.ressing  si  nation  in  Nanjinad  "cannot  be 
denied.  There  has  been  a  low  and  inadequate  rainfall  for 
a  number  of  years.  The  Nanjinad  people  have  been  depending 
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on  min  for  their  paddy  cultivation.  The  cultivation  requires 
a  lari’,'.;  quantity  of  water  throughout  the  year.  With  a  view  to 
ensure  an  everlasting  water  supply,  the  Government  constructed 
a  dam  at  Pachippnrai  at  a  great  cost.  They  were  so  sure  of  an 
unfailing  supply  of  water  from  that  dam.  So,  they  sold  away 
smaller  reservoirs,  I  mean  tanks,  in  other  localities  which  were 
considered  as  a  reserve  to  collect  the  surface  water  that  is  supplied 
by  rain.  Those  tanks  were  available  in  earlier  days.  They  served 
the  purpose  of  Pachippara  Reservoir  in  the  matter  of  distribution 
of' water.  Necessary  water  was  reserved  in  those  tanks.  They  were 
distributing  the  rain  water  collected  by  them  to  their  surroundings 
in  small  quantities  according  to  the  needs  of  the  paddy  fields.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  if  those  small  reservoirs,  viz.,  tanks,  had  been  kept 
up,  shortage  for  water  now  experienced  would  not  have  occurred. 
Whenever  there  is  not  sufficient  water  in  the  smaller  reservoirs,  the 
land  owners  could  claim  water  from  the  bigger  reservoir  and  get 
the  necessary  water  for  their  cultivation.  But  now,  every  rjot  has 
to  apply  to  the  big  reservoir  and  that  is  not  capable  of  supplying 
the  necessary  water.  This  has  been  the  experience  fc  r  the  last  few 
years  and  ryots  have  found  it  impossible  to  carry  on  their  paddy 
cultivation.  Added  to  this,  there  is  another  difficulty  that  has  come 
in.  viz.,  the  low  price  of  paddy-  The  paddy  that  was  selling  at  Rs. 
10  per  Lvottah,  has  now  fallen  to  Rs.  4  or  Rs.  5.  per  kottah.  It  has 
almost  enme  to  a  price  whicli  is  below  the  cost  of  production. 
Again,  there  is  paddy  coming  from  outside  to  complete  with  local 
paddy,  so  much  so,  the  so  called  land  owner  has  beeome  very  poor 
in  all  respects.  Over  ai  d  above  that,  there  was  a  serious  break  in 
the  monsoons.  There  was  no  rain  at  all  for  a  long  period.  The 
fodder  was  destroyed.  The  catte  became  unfit  for  cultivation.  In 
that  way  also,  the  cultivator  became  poorer.  He  had  not  much 
reserve  at  his  disposal.  Of  course,  as  my  friend  Mr.  Arumugham 
Rillai  has  already  said,  some  of  these  rich  land  owners  had  been 
keeping  their  reserves  in  gold  ornaments  on  their  women- folk. 
They  have  all  been  sold,  so  much  so,  all  their  reserves  have  become 
exhausted.  Now  their  position  is  distressing.  What  can  be  done 
in  this  situation?  What,  are  the  possibilities  of  helping  the  ryots? 
If  it  goes  on  for  some  time  more,  there  wilt  be  unbearable  distress, 
To  relieve  that  condition,  I  would  suggest  that  in  the  place  of  tanks 
which  have  been  taken  away,  new  ones  must  be  established-  Tanks 
which  have  not  been  sold  and  in  a  neglected  condition,  may  be  im¬ 
proved,  so  that  in  every  locality  there  may7  be  a  reservoir  for  water, 
to  be  utilised' for  the  initial  preparation  of  the  lands  for  cultivation. 
Secondly,  I  would  suggest  that  a  special  nrigauon  officer  be 
appointed  to  take  necessary  steps  and  find  out  the  ways  and  means 
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to  improve  the  possibility  of  supplying  water  to  the  paddy  fields  in 
Nanjinad.  Thirdly,  I  would  also  suggest  that  the  forest  depart¬ 
ment  be  asked  not  to  interfere  in  the  catchment  area  where  there 
should  be  a  large  number  of  forest  trees,  which  would  stop  the 
clouds  and  bring  more  rain  in  South  Travancore.  I  may  also 
inform  the  House  that  wherever  there  are  thick  forests,  there  will 
be  a  chance  of  attracting  rain  clouds.  The  rain  water  would  not 
flow  away  suddenly  on  account  of  existence  of  trees,  but  will  flow 
in  small  quantities.  Therefore,  the  forest  areas  should  be  very 
carefully  conserved. 

The  last  and  the  most  important  point  is,  that,  under  the 
ptesent  rules,  a  cultivator  is  not  entitled  to  claim  remission  of  tax 
when  a  piece  of  field  is  left  as  tharisu.  The  owner  has  to  beg  for 
remission  of  tax.  I  pray  that  the  rules  be  so  framed  that  if  the 
land  is  allowed  to  lie  fallow,  on  account  of  failure  of  monsoon  no 
tax  should  be  collected  from  him.  For  those  lands  left  unculti¬ 
vated  due  to  the  failure  of  monsoons  and  due  to  want  of  water  in 
the  reservoir.  I  suggest  that  remission  of  tax  be  given  by 
Government  as  early  as  possible. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  Sir,  a  Chinese  Philoso¬ 
pher  once  remarked  that  the  well-being  of  a  people  is  like  la  tree, 
agriculture  is  its  root,  commerce  and  manufacture  its  branches  and 
life,  and  when  the  root  is  injured,  the  leaves  fall,  branches  break 
away  and  the  tree  dies.  This  pre-eminently  applies  to  a  country 
like  ours,  which  is  perdominently  an  agricultural  country.  It  is 
admitted  on  all  hand,  Sir,  that  the  agriculturists  form  the  backbone 
of  the  entire  population,  and  as  such,  the  contentment  of  a  peasant 
is  the  well-being  of  the  whole  State. 

Adjournment  motions  of  this  character  form  an  annual  feature 
of  the  Budget  Session  of  the  Legislature.  The  geological  survey 
has  shown  that  the  soil  in  Nanjanad  has  almost  exhausted  and  that 
unless  there  is  the  application  of  chemi  al  or  scientific  manure,  the 
maximum  yield  cannot  be  obtained.  Also,  there  are  complaints 
that  the  ryots  do  not  get  green  leaf  manure.  They  cannot  have 
access  to  forests  on  account  of  the  various  restrictions  placed  in 
regard  to  this.  Again,  the  phenomenal  fall  in  the  price  of  agri¬ 
cultural  products  is  a  factor  to  be  reckoned  with.  There  is  absolutely 
no  margin  of  profit  for  the  average  peasant.  To  add  to  this,  cost 
of  cultivation  is  rather  heavy.  You,  Sir,  have  also  admitted  that 
taxaTon  in  Nanjanad  is  inequable  and  requires  revision.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  need  hardly  say  that  the  condition  of  an 
average  peasant  in  South  Travancore  is  very  pitiable. 
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If  there  are  defects  in  the  Remission  Rules,  it  is  high  time  that 
Government  should  revise  them,  and  iu  cases  where  there  have  been 
failure  of  crops  on  account  of  reasons  beyond  the  control  of  the 
peasant,  adequate  relief  measures  must  be  taken  up  by  Government. 
Certainly,  the  Government  must  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  peasant, 
because,  it  is  in  the  contentment  of  a  peasant  that  the  whole  pro¬ 
sperity  of  the  country  depends.  With  these  observations,  I  support 
the  motion- 

Mr.  K.  George  :  Sir,  the  condition  of  the  agriculturists  in 
Nanjinad  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  monsoons  this  year  is  a 
matter  which  lias  been  causing  anxiety  to  Government.  During 
the  past  two  or  three  years,  the  seasons  in  Nanjinad  have  not  been 
altogether  favourable.  This  -year,  the  Left  Bank  Channel  was 
opened  for  irrigation  on  the  2  0th  May  1137,  when  the  water  level 
in  the  reservoir  was  2 1*2  ft.  Then,  gradually,  owing  to  the  failure 
of  the  rains,  the  level  in  the  reservoir  sank  and  the  weekly  reports 
indicated  that  there  was  room  to  fear,  a  serious  scarcity  of  water  in 
the  reservoir.  From  the  reports  of  local  officers,  it  is  seen  that,  at 
present  there  is  an  extent  ot  about  38,000  acres  under  cultivation 
as  against  50092  acres  of  paddy  land  commended  by  the  Kodayar 
Project.  I  do  not  now  vouch  for  the  exactness  of  the  figure. 
From  the  reports  of  the  Division  Peishkar,  Trivandrum,  I  find, 
that,  in  Tovala  the  extend  of  Kanvu  land  is  441*18  acres,  partly  in 
the  commanded  areas  and  partly  in  the  uncommanded  areas,  and 
under  Thuriau  2740*38  acres,  partly  in  the  commanded,  and  partly 
in  the  un  commanded  areas-  In  Agastiswaram,  the  extend  of  the 
lands  on  which  crops  said  to  have  failed  on  account  of  Ka,Hvu  is 
1398*63  acres  and  those  iu  fallow  land  is  11*005  acres.  Now,  Sir, 
the  situation  disclosed  by  these  figures . 

Mr.  K.  R-  Elenkath  :  What  about  Kalkulam  ? 

Mr-  K.  George :  The  extent  of  land  were  crops  have  been 
affected  under  Karivj  is  about  6408  acres  and  those  under  Tho.nm 
is  3501*8  acres.  These  figures  are  disquieting.  Of  course,  they 
mean  that  the  ryots  in  those  tracts  have  been  unable  to  cultivate  a 
large  sxtend  of  area  of  land  on  account  of  scarcity  of  water  in  the 
Pachipara  dam-  Also,  it  means  that  in  places  where  cultivation 
has  been  attempted,  the  failure  of  the  rains  and  the  scarcity  of 
water  in  the  dam  have  affected  the  crops. 

Now,  the  first  point  to  be  considered  is  what  is  Government 
going  to  do  with  regard  to  these  lands  which  are  either  left  unculti¬ 
vated  or  which  have  been  cultivated  but  whose  crops  have  failed. 
In  regard  to  both  these  there  are  certain  provisions  in  the  rules. 
As  regards  Karivu  there  is  provision  for  remission  in  the  taluks  of 
Tovala,  Agasteeswaram,  Kalkulam  and  most  of  the  taluks  of  the 
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Trivandrum  Division,  and  the  ryots  effected  by  karivu  are  entitled 
under  the  karivu  rules  to  claim  remission.  They  have  to  submit 
applications  within  certain  specified  dates  and  those  applications  will 
be  considered  and  necessary  inspections  will  be  made  by  the  taluk 
officers  and  the  ryots  will  gee  the  remission  as  a  matter  o£  right. 
In  regard  to  fallow  remission,  the  rules  at  present  allow  such  remi- 
sions'only  in  certain  pakuthies  c£  the  Toyala  and  Agastaswaram 
taluks.  Outside  these  specified  areas  no  fallow  remission  is  now 
provided  for.  Obviously,  this  is  due  to  the  expectation  that  there 
will  be  ample  water  in  the  Kodayar  channel  to  satisfy  the  needs  of 
the  ryots  in  these  areas. 

Mr-  V  5.  Arumukham  Pillai  :  Is  there  not  a  provision 
that  if  the  Kodayar  reservoir  is  not  sufficient  Jto  supply  the  nece¬ 
ssary  water,  water  cess  may  be  remitted  F 

Mr.  K.  George  :  I  am  unable  to  say  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment. 

As  I  said,  the  restriction  of  the  fallow  remission  in  certain 
pakuthies  in  Tovala  and  Agasteswaram  taluks  was  evidently  based 
oil  the  assumption  that  the  supply  of  water  will  not  fail.  Last 
year  and  this  year  there  has  been  a  shortage  of  water  due  to  scar¬ 
city  of  rainfall.  But  that  cannot  be  considered  as  to  be  the  nor¬ 
mal  condition  in  these  taluks;  for  there  were  years  even  in  recent 
times  when  the  reservoir  has  overflown.  So  that  it  cannot  be  safe 
to  say  that  the  reservoir  is  a  failure.  These  years  are  special  years 
where  the  rainfall  has  been  viry  scanty,  and  in  these  .years — last 
year  for  instance  there  was  scarcity  of  water  for  the  kanni  crop  of 
1111  and  the  Government  have  been  pleased  to  grant  remission  of 
water  tax  in  the  case  of  the' lands  left  fallow.  So,  what  I  wish  to 
mention  to  the  House  is  that  there  is  no  material  or.  substantial 
reason  for  making  general  rules  for  the  grant  of  fallow  remission 
in 'south  Travancore  more  than  what  the  rules  at  present  contemplate. 
But  in  years  like  the  present  when  there  has  been  drought  and 
where  lands  have  been  left  fallow  on  that  account.  Government 
will  be  prepared  to  .consider  the  question  of  remission  sympatheti¬ 
cally.  In  regard  to  lands  affected  by  karivus,  the  present  rules 
make  ample  provision  for  remission.  But  so  far  as  fallow  remis¬ 
sion  is  concerned  I  would  suggest  that  the  Government  may  be  left 
to  deal  with  the  matter  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each  year. 

In  the  course  of  the  d'seussion  one  or  two  suggestions  were 
made  about  improving  the  capacity  of  the  reservoir.  I  must  con¬ 
fess  that  they  are  matters  with  which  the  Chief  Engineer  would  be 
in  a  better  position  to  give  an-  answer.  But  I  understand  from  him 
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that  there  are  proposals  under  consideration  for  increasing  the 
present  storage  capacity  of  Kodayar  reservoir  by  25  per  cent.  As 
regards  the  question  of  wastage  of  water,  1  am  told,  that  action  is 
being  taken  in  making  the  dam  leakage-proof.  Government  will 
consider  these  matters  carefully. 

'i  he  question  was  raised  about  the  removal  of  encroachments. 
If  er.cronchmcn  s  are  found  m  any  part  of  the  Slate  the  Land  lie- 
venue  officers  are  bound  to  take  action  in  regard  to  them  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Land  Conservancy  Regulations,  They  have  got 
powers  in  dealing  with  encroachments  on  porambokes  and  Govern¬ 
ment’s  Policy  is  to  conserve  all  tank  porambokes  and  to  evict  all 
encroachers  on  such  porambokes  summarily. 

Mr.  K.R.  Elenkath  In  disposing  of  the  motion,  I  hove 
to  make  a  few  observations  in  order  to  urge  upon  the  Government 
that  they  should  immediately  take  some  steps  calculated  to  minimise 
the  grievance  of  the  ryots  in  the  Kodayar  Project  area.  First 
with  regard  to  the  remission  of  tax.  The  Land  Revenue  Commis¬ 
sioner  himself  has  admitted  that  it  was  on  the  expectation  that  the 
Kodayar  Project  will  never  fail  that  no  provision  was  made  for  the 
tharisu  remission.  A  few  years  ago  I  moved  a  token  motion  in  the 
Assembly  to  the  effect  that  Government  may  take  early  steps  to 
revise  the  land  remission  rules  in  order  that  the  remission  may  be 
claimable  by  ryots  if  there  is  a  failure  of  crops  by  reasons  beyond 
their  control.  That  motion  was  passed  by  an  overwhelming  majo¬ 
rity.  The  Commissioner  was  asked  to  recommend  the  necessary 
amendments  in  the  Rules.  We  do  not  know  what  has  become  of 
the  recommendations  he  has  submitted  before  the  Government. 
I  urge  upon  the  Government  to  see  that  the  rules  are  so  framed 
that  the  ryots  can  claim  a  remission  when  there  is  failure  of  crops 
due  to  causes  beyond  their  control  under  which  tharisu  or  fallow 
remission  will  fail  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  water.  The  Com¬ 
missioner  said  that  the  Government  can  even  otherwise  do  it.  I  am 
fully  aware  of  that.  My  point  is  that  the  ryot  should  not  be  made  to 
depend  entirely  on  the  grace  of  the  Government.  He  must  have  a 
sense  of  security  and  safety  as  regards  his  position.  Otherwise 
what  is  the  use  of  having  provision  for  karivu  remissions?  The 
Government  can  even  if  there  is  no  provision,  grant  karivu  remission 
after  due  investigations.  My  point  is  just  as  there  is  provision 
in  the  rules  for  karivu  remission,  there  should  be  provision  for  the 
tharisu  remission  also. 

One  thing  about  inspection  also.  As  it  is,  it  is  the  Proverthi. 
cars  who  go  to  the  fields  and  see  whether  the  owner  thereof  can 
claim  remission,  for  the  Tahsildar  could  not  possibly  inspect  all  the 
fields.  The  authorities  who  are  responsible  for  the  distribution  of 
the  Kodayar  water  are  the  P.  W.  D.  authorities. 
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They  know  each  field  which  has  not  been  cultivated  to  which 
water  has  or  has  not  been  supplied.  Government  will  be  well  ad¬ 
vised  if  they  arrange  that  in  future  these  inspections  shall  be  held 
jointly  by  the  Revenue  and  P.  W.  D.  authorities.  Another  factor 
to  which  Government  give  due  consideration  is  that  there  are  now 
no  adequate  supervising  authority  as  regards  the  Kodayar  Project 
area.  There  is  one  Division  Officer  and  one  sub-division  officer. 
But  they  are  not  entirely  in  charge  of  irrigation  works  and  much  of 
their  time  is  consumed  in  looking  after  works  connected  with  com¬ 
munications,  buildings  etc..  When  the  Kodayar  Project  was  completed 
and  given  operation  to,  there  was  a  separate  irrigation  division  to 
look  after  the  distribution  of  water  with  two  sub-divisions.  It  ivas 
abolished  subsequently.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  Koda¬ 
yar  Project  has  not  been  properly  looked  after.  My  submission  is 
that  a  full  time  Division  Officer  with  adequate  staff  should  be  ap¬ 
pointed  and  put  in  charge  solely  of  the  Kodayar  Project  work,  so 
that  even  in  the  matter  of  the  distribution  of  water  they  must  have 
close  attention  besides  devoting  timely  attention  to  works  of  repairs, 
improvements  and  the  means  of  irrigation  etc,,  of  the  project  area. 
A  joint  inspection  of  the  Land  Revenue  authorities  and  the  P,  W. 
authorities,  as  I  said  before,  will  help  to  investigate  and  recommend 
more  equitable  remissions  and  therefore  I  would  suggest  that  these 
things  should  receive  the  due  consideration  of  ^  the  House  and  the 
Government.  On  that  hope  and  in  view  of  the  sympathetic  answer 
given  by  the  Government  member,  I  beg  leave  of  the  House  to 
withdraw  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  by  leave  of  the  House  withdrawn. 

President:  The  House  will  now  proceed  with  the  voting 
oE  Demands. 

DEMAND  III— (contd.) 

Mr.  K.  K.  Kuruvilia:  There  is  no  civilized  country  in  the 
Avorld  which  does  not  think  of  a  reorganisation  of  the  educational 
system  not  only  of  Colleges,  not  only  of  Universities  but  of  secon¬ 
dary  and  primary  education.  Travancore  Education  Department 
still  works  on  an  educational  code  which  was  framed  at  the  time  of 
Dr.  Mitchell,  I  believe,  27  years  ago.  I  therefore  feel  that  it  is 
high  time  that,  the  Educational  Code  should  be  revised. 

I  want  to  deal  this  afternoon  on  one  aspect  of  the  Educational 
Code  where  it  relates  to  grant-in  aid.  A  few  figures  which  I  give, 
1  hope,  will  bring  home  to  this  House  how  unjust  the  distribution 
of  money  has  been.  As  regards  secondary  education  there  are  42 
Government  English  Schools  and  240  aided  schools.  Government 
spends  Rs.  3,52,984  on  Government  English  Schools  and  on  240 
aided  English  schools  it  spends  in  the  form  of  grant  Rs.  42,076. 
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If  you  calculate  it  by  situ  pie  arithmetic  you  will  find  that  on  the 
average  Government  spends  Rs.  8,450  on  Government  schools  and 
Rs.  175  on  English  aided  schools.  Take  again  the  Malayalam 
schools.  There  are.  988  Government  Malayalam  schools  and  2283 
aided  Malayalam  schools.  In  calculating  it,  you  find  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  spends  Rs.  1761  on  Government  Malayalam  schools  while 
it  spends  Rs.422  on  aided  schools.  This  is,  Sir,  at  a  time  when 
the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  cannot  whisper  that  aided  insti¬ 
tutions  cannot  compare  favourably  with  Government  institutions.  I 
challenge  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  in  point  of  results  or  in 
any  other  point  whether  he  could  state  that  Government  institutions 
have  been  superior  to  aided  institutions.  If  this  is  so,  is  it  fair  that 
aided  institutions  receive  so  meagre  a  support  from  Government  ? 

The  grant-in-aid  code  is  based  on  the  idea  that  the  manager 
could  contribute  toivards  current  expenses  is  a  myth.  Except  in 
the  cases  of  a  few  well  organised  societies  I  don’t  think  any 
manager  is  really  contributing.  When  Mr.  Statham  was  here,  I 
remember  to  have  discussed  with  him  and  said  that  if  any  change 
in  the  grant-in-aid  code  system  is  brought  about  he  should  not 
think  that  the  manager  should  contribute.  Mr.  Statham  did  not 
accept  it.  I  find  from  the  papers  that  when  he  went  to  Madras  he 
has  made  a  rule  that  only  10  per  cent,  of  the  total  grant  should  be 
contributed  by  the  manager.  I  am  sorry  that  the  Travancore  at¬ 
mosphere  did  not  mellow  his  mind  as  Madras  has  done.  I  hope 
that  the  present  Director  will  be  influenced  by  this  idea.  Therefore 
I  say  that  if  a  change  is  proposed  it  may  be  made  in  such  a  way  that 
the  grant  in -aid  managers  should  not  be  asked  to  pay. 

I  have  three  suggestions  to  make  in  regard  to  this.  One  is 
that  the  grant-in-aid  should  not  be  wasted  on  inefficiently  run  insti¬ 
tutions.  If  you  would  waste  it  on  such  institutions  all  honest 
institutions  will  suffer.  The  managers  of  such  institutions  will 
manipulate  accounts  and  cause  the  teachers  to  sign  for  payments 
which  they  have  not  received.  It  also  places  a  premium  on  ineffi¬ 
cient  schools.  If  a  school  fails  to  provide  a  good  result,  the  num¬ 
bers  of  the  pupils  decrease  and  the  deficit  increases.  Why  should 
the  efficiently  run  institutions  suffer  ?  If  the  department  wants  to 
go  into  the  scheme  in  detail  I  shall  present  it.  But  the  time  at  my 
disposal  I  fear  will  not  allow  me  to  do  so. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai :  Mr.  Statham  was  damag¬ 
ing  tho  cause  of  the  private  school  managers  in  his  report.  Does 
the  member  know  that  ? 

Mr.  K.  K.  Kuruvilla:  I  don’t  know  that  there  are  such 
statements  made  in  the  report,  I  do  not  say  that  there  are  no  mis¬ 
managed  institutions.  What  I  am  saying  is  that  if  the  aided  ins ti- 
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tutions  fall  below  the  Government  institutions  in  efficiency  they 
should  be  closed . 

The  next  thing  that  I  have  to  say  is  that  the  private  school 
teachers  should  receive  special  consideration  from  the  department. 
I  know  personally  a  number  of  teachers  on  whose  head  the  burden 
of  the  institution  falls  are  very  poorly  paid.  What  I  want  to  im¬ 
press  upon  the  House  is  that  the  contribution  of  the  department  to 
the  provident  fund  of  the  teachers  is  not  satisfactory.  At  present 
the  department  contributes  one  chuckrara  per  rupee.  Suppose  we 
entertain  a  graduate  teacher  on  Rs.  35  per  meusem.  In  25  5 ear’s 
time,  his  pay  may  rise  up  to  Rs.  100  but  only  on  rare  cases.  Then 
the  average  comes  to  about  Rs.  65  per  mensem.  In  that  case  the 
Government  contribution  will  be  about  Rs.  48  or  Rs.  50  a  year. 
If  a  teacher  serves  for  25  years  the  Government  contribution  will 
be  Rs.  1,250.  That  is  ten  months  salary  of  a  second  grade  Gov¬ 
ernment  school  teacher.  The  second  grade  teacher  I  suppose  gets 
Rs.  125  per  mensem.  Then  in  ten  months  he  gets  Rs.  1,250.  It 
is  not  difficult  at  all. 

The  third  point  I  want  to  raise  is  this.  The  .Department  al¬ 
ways  speaks  of  money.  In  fact,  every  Department  does  it.  The 
Department,  as  I  said  in  the  beginning,  has  returned  a  lakh  of 
rupees  as  unspent  balance.  Such  Departments  cannot  certainly 
plead  lack  of  money.  I  can  legitimately  ask,  if  there  are  aided 
institutions  which  have  produced  better  results  than  Government 
institutions,  if  they  can  be  compared  favourably  with  Government 
institutions,  why  not  a  few  more  of  the  Government  institutions  be 
transferred  to  private  managements.  I  do  not  say  that  they  should 
be  transferred  to  every  management,  if,  after  investigation,  the 
Department  finds  that  there  are  particular  organisations  which  can 
command  the  services  of  men  who  will  work  not  for  money  but 
for  service,  if  such  organisations  can  be  discovered,  why  not-  some 
of  the  Government  institutions  be  transferred  to  such  private 
agencies  and  the  savings  utilised  for  the  benefit  of  better  education 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  teachers  in  the  country  ?  I  do  not 
make  anyother  appeal  now,  because,  I  want  to  concentrate  on  this. 

I  do  not  want  to  deal  with  the  communal  question  in  regard  to 
educational  matters,  because  I  am  anxious  that  education  at  least 
should  be  above  oommun il  rivalry.  (Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna 
Pillai,  Hear ,  hear .)  At  least  in  one  matter,  let  us  be  above  the 
communal  problem,  and  deal  with  it  on  higher  grounds  of  genero¬ 
sity  and  charity,  and  think  of  the  poor  teachers  who  do  an  abso¬ 
lutely  useful  work  in  the  aided  schools  which  compare  very  favour¬ 
ably  with  the  Government  institutions  in  the  country.  . 
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Mr.  Kcchickal  P,  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  Sir,  I  rise 
to  oppose  the  Demand-  There  has  been  no  steady  policy  kept  by 
the  Government  in  educ  itional  matters.  Three  or  four  years  ago, 
Mr.  Statharo  was  invited  to  assist  us  in  remodelling,  reforming  our 
education.  A  valuable  report  was  produced.  It  was  discussed  on 
the  floor  of  the  Legislature.  Government  agreed  to  certain  funda¬ 
mental  reforms  recommended  by  him.  Now  the  wind  has  turned. 
In  the  Administration  Report  of  1109,  Government  said  that  they 
have  accepted  certain  recommendations  of  the  Education-  Reforms 
Committee,  especially  the  lengthening  of  the  elementary  school 
course  to  5  years  and  the  establishment  of  technically  biased- 
schools.  But  now  there  is  absolutely  no  mention  about  the  leng¬ 
thening  of  the  elementary  english  school  course.  Nor  is  there  any 
very  serious  mention  about  the  starting  of  technical  bias  schools, 
because. — I  am  deliberately  calling  it  a  fad — of  the  University  fad. 
I  am  not  saying  anything  disparagingly  about  the  Director  of 
of  Public  Instruction  because  in  1110  he  had  been  franker.  He 
said  about  accommodation  and  equipment  in  schools  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  report  with  any  satisfaction  regarding  the  accommod¬ 
ation  of  Vernacular  schools  and  it  is  particularly  unfortunate  to 
have  to  state  that  generally  speaking  the  accommodation  in  depart¬ 
mental  schools  is  less  satisfactory  than  the  accommodation  in  aided 
schools.  Further  down,  he  says — owing  however  to  retrenchment 
it  was  not  possible  to  provide  funds  for  the  rebuilding  of  any 
departmental  or  aided  schools  except  when  local  people  came  for¬ 
ward  with  help.”  Lower  down  still  he  says— “many  departmental 
schools  are  in  urgent  need  of  equipment  and  particularly  furniture 
but  it  is  not  possible  to  meet  tbeir  requirements.  In  1110  the 
Director  continues  the  same  old  elegiae  note  that  accommodation 
in  departmental  schools  is  extremely  inadequate  and  unsatisfactory. 
Thanks  to  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  for  this  admission. 
Many  schools  have  not  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  existing 
strength  and  a  large  number  of  departmental  primary  schools  also 
are  cruelly  overcrowded.  Government  are  unable  to  accept  the  pro¬ 
posal  owing  to  financial  retrenchment.  At  page  92  the  Director 
says  in  many  vernacular  schools  equipment  is  unsatisfactory,  as  un¬ 
satisfactory  as  accommodation  in  many  middle  schools  and  primary 
schools.  A  fairly  large  proportion  of  pupils  have  to  squat  on  the 
dirty  mud  floor  for  want  of  benches. 

In  spite  of  these  things  I  am  tempted  to  congratulate  the  Gov¬ 
ernment.  I  must  do  it  because  they  have  faith  in  themselves  and 
because  of  thair  hopefulness.  Of  course  they  are  not  concerned 
•with  this  grant  for  Elementary  Education.  They  seem  to  think 
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that  they  are  so  well  prosperous,  so  well  literate  so  well  situated  as 
regards  secondary  and  vernacular  education  as  to  go  in  for  the 
transplanting  of  the  New  Jerusalem- . namely  the  University. 

President :  There  is  no  University  yet  in  Jerusalem. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P-  Balakrishnan  Tampi:  That  is  a 
biblical  phrase,  Sir.  Now  I  think  it  is  not  an  act  of  statesmanship 
to  go  in  for  any  higher  education  without  setting  right  elementary 
education.  There  has  been  a  confession,  there  has  been  repeated 
admission  on  the  part  of  the  department  that  the  accommodation 
and  equipment  of  the  elementary  education  is  very  inadequate. 

Mr.  C.  V.  Chandrasekharan  (Special  University  Officer ); 
Does  the  honourable  member  suggest  that  the  colleges  should  be 
abolished. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  I  would  even 
recommend  that,.  If  the  Government  cannot  manage  properly 
elementary  and  secondary  schools,  they  had  better  close  the  colleges. 
In  the  administration  report  for  1110  it  is  stated  that  the  Director 
has  considered  the  proposal  sent  by  the  Inspector  of  schools  for  the 
revision  of  the  curricula  of  studies  of  the  elementary  schools  and 
it  is  not  a  very  creditable  thing  either  to  the  Department  or  to  the 
Government  that  so  far  they  have  not  had  time  to  think  about  the 
revision  of  the  curricula  of  studies.  If  for  more  than  six  lakhs  of 
boys  of  tender  age  the  Government  cannot  provide  accommodation, 
if  they  are  still  crawling  on  dirty  mud  floors  and  if  the  Government 
could  not  provide  a  suitable  curricula  of  studies,  if  the  Government 
have  not  provided  for  their  not  lapsing  into  illiteracy  again  and  if  the 
same  Government  thinks  of  starting  a  new  brand  ‘patented'  Univer¬ 
sity  I  would  again  repeat  that  it  is. not  a  very  wise  administrative 
act-  {Hear,  hear.) 

Sir  the  support  given  to  the  private  schools  is  also  very  meagre. 
There  is  no  provision  made  for  the  medical  inspection  of  children 
in  secondary  schools.  Even  the  arrangement  made  for  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  elementary  school  children  is  not  adequate  There  are  other 
educational  matters  also  which  are  being  sorely  neglected.  Much 
has  been  said  about  the  training  of  teachers,  but  it  is  not  a  very 
wholesome  feature  that  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  elementary 
school  teachers  are  not  yet  trained. 

A  larger  number  of  training  schools  should  have  been  opened. 
But  it  is  not  something  which  appeals  to  the  imagination.  It  is  not 
a  matter  which  is  being  talked  very  much  in  the  newspapers.  It 
must  be  the  aim  of  every  Government  to  do  whatever  it  can  for 
elementary  education.  Secondary  education  and  collegiate  education 
might  be  considered  as  a  luxury.  It  is  the  primary  duty  of  the 


DEMAND  III  EDUCATION  EXCLUDING  TRAVANCOBE  UNIVERSITY  225 
AND  ALL  INDIA  ORIENTAL  CONFERENCE. 

State  to  see  that  primary  education  is  re-organized  and  placed  on  a 
sound  basis.  Without  looking  to  that,  Government  are  trying  to 
impose  a  superstructure  without  a- foundation. 

The  aid  given  to  the  depressed  classes  is  very  meagre.  The 
Director  admits  that  there  is  a  wholesome  reaction  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  grant  of  8  as,  to  every  pupil,  and  that  there  is  a  large  increase 
of  depressed  class  pupils  going  to  schools.  1  wish  Government  had 
made  provision  to  give  greater  concession  by  giving  them  midday 
meals  and  clothes  and  books.  If  only  Government  had  done  this 
without  going  in  for  luxuries,  they  would  certainly  have  come  in 
for  congratulation  from  all  right-tbinking  people. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair :  Sir,  I  oppose  the 
demand.  My  views  are  entirely  in  agreement  with  the  views  ex¬ 
pressed  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi.  If  this 
Government  that  has  been  spending  20  per  cent,  of  their  revenues 
on  education  could  not  properly  organise  primary  education,  there  is 
no  exaggeration  when  we  say  that  our  Colleges  may  be  abolished. 
The  standard  of  teaching  so  far  as  the  primary  schools  are  concern* 
ed  has  been  very  frankly  admitted  by  the  Director  in  his  Administ¬ 
ration  Report  for  3111  at  page  7  to  be  higher.  He  has  also  stated 
about  the  majority  of  students  going  to  private  institutions.  What 
doe3  that  mean  ?  It  means  that  Government  schools  are  inefficient 
as  compared  with  private  schools.  The  department  is  not  attaching 
any  importance  to  the  supervision  of  Government  schools.  The  in¬ 
efficiency  of  Government  schools  is  mainly  due  to  the  frequent 
transfer  of  teachers.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  Government  will 
have  to  mee t  a  very  decent  amount  by  way  of  T.  A.,  it  also  tells 
upon  the  discipline  of  the  students.  When  a  student  finds  that  he 
has  no  fixed  teacher  for  a  complete  year,  there  is  no  wonder  that  he 
does  not  get  proper  discipline.  The  teacher  also  does  not  attend  to 
his  teaching  properly.  Due  to  these  things  there  is  a  lack  of  dis¬ 
cipline  in  the  schools.  ~  ' 

I  wish  to  submit  a  word  in  the  matter  of  giving'grants,  I  mean 
additional  grants,  to  non-departmental  schools.  In  this  connection  I 
would  invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  paragraph  in  the 
Departmental  Administration  Report  for  thefyear  1111,  It  reads 
thus  : 

“The  total  number  of  private  schools  decreased  to  61  .being  due  to 

withdrawals  and  overlapping  of  schools . 

The  strength  of  these  institution  however  increased  by  sixteen 
thousand  and  odd.” 

What  I  want  to  point  out  is,  if  the  Government  had  thought 
it  fit  to  effect  cancellation  of  schools  for  which  they  granted  re¬ 
cognition  and  thus  decreased  the  figure  by  61  schools,  it  goes  to 
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show  that  there  was  no  proper  scruteny  at  the  time  when  the 
recognition  was  recommended.  _  Again,  before  giving  grant  to  a 
particular  school,  there  is  a  specific  condition  enjoining  the  managers 
to  oive  a  declaration  that  their  financial  position  to  run  the  school 
is  sound  and  enough  for  its  maintenance.  If  the  authorities  had 
been  careful  in  strictly  applying  that  condition,  1  am  sure,  there 
would  not  have  been  such  decrease  in  the  number  of  aided  schools 
after  aid  was  given  to  them. 

So  far  as  attendance  in  schools  is  concerned,  there  is  a  plea 
decidedly  for  a  revival  of  the  aided  schools.  This  is  the  relevant 
portion  of  the  report. 

“  The  total  number  of  pupils  under  instruction  In  private  institutions, 
is  57*1  percent,  while  42'9  percent,  (admittedly  a  lesser  number) 
refers  to  departmental  institutions”. 

That  admittedly  shows,  a  lesser  number  of  students  are  reading 
in  departmental  institutions. 

I  would  also  invite  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  com¬ 
pletely  drop  the  technical  section  in  schools  now  under  the  care  of 
the  Education  Department.  So  that  it  may  be  given  to  the  Indust¬ 
rial  Department.  I  understand  that  separate  grants  are  being  given 
for  technical  institutions  run  under  the  Industries  Department. 
Why  provision  should  be  made  for  the  same  subject  under  two  in¬ 
stitutions  is  a  question  that  I  cannot  understand.  I  pointedly  ask, 
why  when  there  is  an  Industrial  Director  to  look  after  technical 
institutions,  there  should  ;also  be  a  Chief  Inspectress  of  English 
Schools,  if  my  information  is  correct,  for  the  same  purpose.  Where¬ 
in  lies  the  necessity  of  maintaining  two  separate  departments  for 
one  subject-matter.  If  the  technical  departments  are  brought  under 
the  control  of  one  department,  whether  it  is  the  Industries  or 
Education  Department,  there  will  not  arise  the  contingency  of 
spending  T.  A.  for  those  two  departmental  hands.  It  could  not 
be  said  that  grants  are  given  to  the  Education  Department  to  impart 
instruction  to  girls.  I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  instructions  are 
freely  imparted  to  boys  and  -girls  in  the  Industrial  Department 
also. 

Another  point  that  I  have  to  speak  about  is  the  grant  of  half 
a  rupee  allowed  to  the  teachers  of  private  schools.  If  the  Govern¬ 
ment  do  not  see  the  half  a-  rupee  so  granted  is  paid  to  the  teacher 
they  stand  condemned.  My  point  is,  if  that  is  the  grant  allowed 
by  Government  for  the  teacher  it  should  ensure  to  the  benefit  of  the 
teacher.  It  is  said  that  almost  all  the  managers  of  aided  institutions 
are  most  mercilessly  depriving  their  subordinate  teachers  the  grants 
allowed  by  Government.  If  it  were  in  substance  true,  I  have  to 
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condemn  it  with  all  the  vehemence  I  can  command.  These  teachers 
si<m  for  that  amount,  but  half  the  share  goes  to  the  managers.  I 
would  invite  the  attention  of  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  to 
see  that  proper  scrutiny  is  placed  on  these  managers  so  that  the 
amounts  that  they  receive  by  way  of  grants  may  be  paid  to  the  poor 
vernacular  school  teachers  in  order  that  they  may  not  be  deprived 
of  their  legitimate  dues. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  I  wish  to  speak  a  few 
words  on  this  demand.  It  has  been  pointed  out  that  aided  schools 
are  working  more  efficiently  than  the  departmental  schools. 
Judged  from  the  results  in  the  examinations,  we  find  that  the 
departmental  schools  are  not  faring  as  well  as  they  might  be,  and 
that  fact  has  to  be  taken  note  of.  Government  have  to  concentrate 
their  attention  on  the  efficiency  of  teaching  and  the  maintenance  of 
discipline  in  the  schools.  Sir,  representing,  as  I  do,  Quilon,  I 
know  perfectly  well  that  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  or  more  the 
condition  of  the  departmental  school  there  has  been  anything  but 
satisfactory.  It  has  to  be  admitted  that  the  discipline  of  the  school 
is  at  a  very  low  level  and  there  have  been  instances,  very  glaring, 
which  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Divisional  Inspector 
and  the  Director.  Transfers  have  been  effected  and  all  that  could 
be  done  has  been  done  but  wdth  no  improvement.  Transfer  of  one 
person  and  the  substitution  of  another  has  not  apparently  improved 
matters  because  the  effect  of  the  transfer  apparently  has  not  been 
satisfactory.  It  has  also  to  be  pointed  out  that  the  constant  trans¬ 
fers  in  the  department  as  a  whole,  and  particularly  in  the  Verna¬ 
cular  section,  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Director  by  me 
very  often  and  I  have  pointed  out  specific  instances  of  a  teacher 
being  transferred  from  one  place  to  another  twice  or  even  three  times 
within  one  or  two  months.  That  practice  has  to  be  put  an  end  to . 

It  has  been  very  correctly  pointed  out  that  Government  spend 
the  tax  payers  money  on  a  liberal  scale  by  way  of  grant  and  that 
the  maximum  result  of  the  expenditure  has  not  been  realised.  I 
hope  that  the  Director  will  look  into  this  matter  seriously  and 
rectify  the  error. 

I  have  to  point  out  another  matter  that  has  been  suggested  by 
my  friend  Mr,  Kuruvilla,  the  disparity  now  existing  between  the 
pay  of  teachers  in  Government  schools  and  aided  schools.  It  is 
very  great.  I  think  there  must  be  some  arrangement  by  which 
there  may  be  .a  more  equitable  standard  established  with  regard  to 
pay  in  departmental  and  private  schools.  When  I  say  that,  I  will 
have  to  remind  that  the  Department  will  have  to  exercise  greater 
control  with  regard  to  the  appointments  to  be  made  in  the  aided 


528  THE  TRAVATS'CORE  SRl  CS1TEA  STATE  COUNCIL.  [9th  AUGUST  1937. 


[Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai.] 
schools  as  a  whole.  Though  my  friend  Mr,  Kuruvilla  may  say 
that  there  is  no  necessity  of  communal  representation  in  the  case 
of  the  Education  Department,  i  will  be  the  first  person  to  endorse 
that  point  of  view.  It  has  to  be  pointed  out  that  in  aided  schools 
which  are  mostly  denominational  communal  considerations  have  full 
svay  in  the  matter  of  appointments-  It  has  been  very  correctly 
pointed  out  by  a  former  Director,  I  mean  Mr.  Me  Alpine,  that  there 
is  absolutely  no  difference  between  aided  schools  and  Government 
schools  in  the  matter  of  the  source  of  the  pay  of  both  sets  of  teachers. 
The  difference  is  merely  this.  In  one  case  they  provide  for  pension 
and  give  pay  from  the  treasuries,  in  the  case  of  aided  schools  Gov¬ 
ernment  give  their  pay  by  way  of  grant-in-aid  to  managements. 

President :  The  House  will  now  adjourn  and  meet  again 
to-morrow  at  11  a.  m. 

The  House  adjourned  at  5  r.  m. 


E.  I.  CHACKO, 

Secretary  to  the  Sri  Chitra  State  Council . 
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The  Council  met  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall,  at  Eleven 
of  the  Clock,  with  the  President,  Sachivotta'ma  Sir  C.  P.  Ramaswami 
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MEMBERS  SWORN. 

The  following  members  were  sworn  in  : — ■ 

1.  Mr.  James  Simpson  [Darhar  Physician) 

2.  K.  P.  P.  Menon  ( Electrical  Engineer •) 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 

Construction  of  the  bridge  at  Kattamurahal. 

25.  ^Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  ( Trivandrum  and 
Nedumaugad  cum  Chirayinkil ):  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to 
state : 

(a)  when  the  construction  of  the  bridge  at  Kattamurakal 
(the  road  from  the  17th  mile  stone  near  the  present  toll  station  on 
the  Trivandrum --Quilon  road  to  Chirayinkil)  was  sanctioned  ;  and 

( b )  whether  they  are  aware  that  people  are  experiencing 
great  difficulties  for  want  of  this  bridge  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott  {Chief  Engineer,  Roads,  Buildings 
and  Irrigation)  :  (a)  The  construction  of  a  bridge  has  not  been 

sanctioned. 

(6)  No. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  .Sahib  :  May  I  know  whether 
there  was  any  proposal  to  construct  a  bridge  there  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott  :  No,  not  as  far  as  I  am  aware. 
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Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  May  I  know  whether 
any  estimate  was  prepared  for  the  purpose  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  Is  the  honourable  mem¬ 
ber  aware  of  the  difficulties  experienced  by  the  people  for  want  of 
a  bridge  there  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib:  Has  the  honourable 
member  inspected  the  place  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott  =  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib :  Has  the  Executive 
Engineer  inspected  the  place  ? 

Mr,  G.  B.  E.  Truscott :  I  cannot  say,  Sir. 

^The  Electrical  Executive  Engineer. 

26.  ^Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  (Trivandrum  and 
Nedumangad  cum  Ohirayinkil)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state : 

(a)  whether  any  stipulation  has  been  made  regarding  the 
term  of  office  of  the  present  Electrical  Executive  Engineer  when  he 
was  appointed  ; 

(5)  whether  they  made  any  advertisement  for  the  place  of  an 
Electrical  Executive  Engineer  fixing  up  his  qualification  before  the 
present  Engineer  was  appointed  ; 

( e)  if  the  answer  to  the  above  question  is  in  the  affirmative 
the  qualification  required  by  them  and  whether  the  present  Ele¬ 
ctrical  Executive  Engineer  has  that  requisite  qualification  ;  and 

(d)  whether  there  are  Travancoreans  in  Government  service 
and  outside  duly  qualified  to  hold  the  place  of  the  Electrical  Exe¬ 
cutive  Engineer  ? 

Mr.  K.  P.  P.  Menon  : 

(a)  Yes.  For  a  period  of  3  years. 

(6)  Yes. 

(e)  The  qualifiations  required  for  the  post  are  specified  in  the 
notification  R.  0-  C.  No.  1638/84/P.  W.  dated  4-10-34  inviting  ap¬ 
plications  for  the  post.  The  present  Executive  Engineer  has  the 
requisite  qualification.  Copy  of  the  Notification  is  placed  on  the 
table. 

(d)  None  at  that  time  with  the  qualification  and  experience 
prescribed- 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  :  May  I  know 
whether  any  extension  has  been  granted  to  the  Electrical  Executive 
Engineer  ? 

Mr.  K.  P.  P-  Menon  :  No,  Sir. 

*  Pi*  Appendix  I  Page. 
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Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair?  Are.  there  any 
Travancoreans  to  hold  that  place  ? 

Mr.  K.  P.  P.  Menon  =  There  may  be. 

District  Hospital ,  Panii\ 

27.  ^Mr.  Q.  Narayana  Aiyar  (Parur,  Kunnatanad  and 
Muvattupuzha  cum  Devicol^m)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  slate: 

(a)  whether  there  is  any  pay-ward  or  contagious  diseases 
ward  in  the  District  Hospital  at  Parur  ; 

(b)  the  average  number  of  out  patients,  new  as  well  as  old, 
attending  the  hospital  daily  j 

(c)  the  average  daily  attendance  of  in-patients  in  the  hos¬ 
pital  ; 

(d)  the  number  of  surgeons  and  assistants  employed  in  the 
hospital,  as  well  as  the  number  of  compounders  employed  ;  and 

(e)  whether  there  were  honorary  house-surgeons  in  the  hos¬ 
pital  at  any  time,  and,  if  so,  their  number  and  the  year  when  there 
were  such  house-surgeons? 

Mr.  James  Simpson  :  (a)  So. 

( b )  The  average  for  11  months  of  1112  is  513‘76. 

The  average  for  12 months  of  1111  is  467-02. 

(c)  69-29  in  1112  and  63’48  in  1111. 

(d)  One  Deputy  Surgeon,  two  Sub-Assistant  Surgeons  (one 
male  and  one  female)  and  two  compounders. 

(e)  No. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  May  I  know  in  which  ward  of 
the  hospital,  patients  suffering  from  contagious  diseases  are  now 
being  treated  ? 

Mr.  James  Simpson  :  Generally,  in  the  septic  ward. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  Where  is  this  septic  ward,  in 
the  Parur  Hospital  ? 

Mr.  James  Simpson  ;  One  wal’d  is  used  for  septic  cases. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  Is  the  Parur  Hospital  located 
within  the  municipal  limits  ? 

Mr.  James  Simpson:  I  do  not  know  the  limits  of  the 
Parur  Municipality  ;  but  1  would  think  so. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar :  Has  any  representation  been 
received  for  the  putting  up  of  a  separate  ward  for  contagious  dis¬ 
eases  ? 

Mr.  James  Simpson:  Yes. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  When  was  such  representation 
received  ? 

Mr.  James  Simpson  :  I  claim  notice. 
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Mr.  G-  Narayana  Aiyar:  What  action  has  been  taken  on 
the  representation  ? 

Mr.  James  Simpson  :  The  whole  question  of  hospitals  in 
the  State  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government,  and  the 
Parur  Hospital  will  be  given  its  due  consideration  in  the  new  scheme 
when  it  is  taken  up. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  ( Kalkulam  and  Vilavankod  cum 
NeyyaUinkara ) :  May  I  know  the  distance  between  the  septic 
ward  and  the  general  wards  ? 

Mr.  James  Simpson :  I  claim  notice. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  ( Nominated )  :  May  1  know 
whether,  except  in  the  General  Hospital,  Trivandrum,  there  are 
honorary  house  surgeons  working  in  any  other  hospital  in  the 
State  ? 

Mr-  James  Simpson  :  Is  that  ill  order,  Sir?  The  ques¬ 
tion  specifically  relates  to  the  Parur  Hospital. 

President  It  is  not  ill  order. 

Paliivasal  Hydro-Electric  Scheme. 

28.  '^Mr.  T-  Mahomed  Ismail  :  Will  the  Government  be 

pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  -when  the  Paliivasal  Hydro-Electric  Scheme  is  expected 
to  be  completed  ; 

(b)  the  total  expenditure  so  far  iccurred  on  the  scheme  ;  and 

(c)  the  date  on  which  power  is  expected  to  be  supplied  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  original  forecast? 

Mr.  K.  P.  P.  Menon  :  (a)  Before  the  end  of  1938. 

(b)  Rs.  70,15,586-20-0  to  the  end  of  Edavom  1112. 

0)  January  1  937. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  May  I  know  the  reasons  for 
the  delay  ? 

Mr.  K.  P.  P.  Menon  :  Unfortunately,  difficulties  arose,  one 
in  regard  to  the  foundation  of  the  power  house  and  the  other  in 
regard  to  the  tunnel. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  :  With  reference  to 
part  (5),  may  I  know  whether  Major  Howard  and  Sgr.  Morsello 
were  paid  any  fees  ? 

Mr.  K.  P.  P.  Menon :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R-  Kesavan  Nair  :  May  I  know  the 

amounts  ? 

Mr.  K.  P.  P.  Menon  :  I  claim  notice. 

Statement,  by  caste ,  of  Assistant  Surgeons. 

29.  *Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  ( Karmagapally ,  Kartikapally 
and  Ambalapuzha  cum  Shertala )  :  Will  the  Government  be  .pleased 
to  place  on  the  table  a  statement,  by  caste,  of  thet  Assistant  Surgeons 
in  the  Medical  Department? 
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Mr.  James  .Simpson:  The  statement*  is  placed  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  M-  S.  Anirudhan  :  May  I  know  the  date  on  which  an 
Ezhava  was  appointed  as  Assistant-  Surgeon  ? 

Mr.  James  Simpson  :  I  claim  notice. 

List,  by  caste ,  of  candidates  selected  for  admission  to  the  Madras 
Medical  College. 

30.  ^Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  list,  by  caste,  of  the  candidates 
selected  by  them  ever  since  they  took  up  the  responsibility  of  selec¬ 
ting  the  candidates  for  the  Madras  Medical  College  ? 

Mr.  James  Simpson  :  The  list  f  is  placed  on  the  table. 

Officers  responsible  tor  the  get-up  of  the  Temple  Entry 
Stamps. 

31.  ^Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  =  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  the  names  of  officers  who  were  chiefly  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  get-up  of  the  Temple  Entry  Stamps  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswrni  Aiyar  {financial  Secre¬ 
tary  to  Government) :  1.  The  designs  were  drawn  by  the  Engraver 

in  the  Stamp  Manufactory. 

2.  The  blocks  were  prepared  at  Madras  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Superintendent,  School  of  Arts. 

Consultation  with  Philatelist  before  issue  of  the  Temple 
Entry  Stamps. 

32.  ^Mr.  M.  S-  Anirudhan  :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  whether  they  have  consulted  any  philatelist  of 
merit  before  the  Temple  Entry  Stamps  were  issued  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar ;  The  answer  is 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  M.  5.  Anirudhan  :  May  I  know  why  the  Government 
did  not  consult  any  philatelist  before  the  Temple  Entry  Stamps 
were  issued  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  :  We  had  no 

time,  Sir. 

*  List  of  Temple  Entry  Stamps  printed. 

33.  ^Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan:  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  list  showing  the  number  of  Temple 
Entry  Stamps  printed  by  them  and  the  cost  thereof  ? 


Vide  Appendix  II  Page, 
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Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  :  The  statement* 
required  is  placed  on  the  table. 

Representations  re  the  insufficiency  of  the  Kodayor  reservoir. 

U  ^Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai :  ( Tovala  cum  Agasti. 
swaram) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state. 

(a)  whether  they  have  received  representations  that  the 
Kodayar  reservoir  is  by  itself  insufficient  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the 
existing  lands  ; 

( b )  whether  they  have  received  representations  for  supple- 
men  ting  the  Kodayar  Project  by  small  supplemental  reservoirs ; 
and 

(c)  what  aGtion  has  been  taken  on  those  representations  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott  :  (a)  &  (b)  Yes. 

(c)  The  matter  is  under  the  consideration  of  Government. 

Mr.  V.  S-  Arumukham  Pillai :  With  reference  to  par 
(c)  may  1  know  how  long  it  has  been  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Government  ? 

Mf.  G.  B.  E-  Truscott  :  Since  the  representations  were 
received. 

Mr.  V.  S  Arumukham  Pillai  :  Do  the  Government 
have  any  definite  scheme  in  view  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai;  What  is  that  scheme 
please  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott  ;  The  idea  is  to  investigate  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  supplementing  the  reservoir  by  constructing  storage 
reservoirs  on  one  or  more  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Parayalar  Kiver_ 

Mr.  V-  S.  Arumukham  Pillai;  Has  any  expert  been  con- 
suited  in  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott;  The  officers  of  the  department 
are  sufficiently  well  aware  of  the  requirements  of  the  reservoir  and 
of  the  possibility  of  supplemental  reservoirs. 

Women  and  Children's  Hospital  for  Alleppey. 

35.  ^Mr.  M.  S>  Anirudhan  :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  the  reasons  for  delaying  the  proposal  for  opening  a 
hospital  for  women  and  children  at  Alleppey  ? 

Mr.  James  Simpson  :  The  acquisition  of  a  proper  site  is 
under  correspondence. 

Mr.  M.  S,  Anirudhan  ;  May  I  know  the  stage  at  which 
the  acquisition  proceedings  are  pending  ? 

*Vid«  Appendix  IV  page. 
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Mr.  James  Simpson  :  The  Dewan  himself  inspected  vari¬ 
ous  sites  and  has  chosen  one.  The  Land  Revenue  Department  and 
the  Darbar  Physician  have  suggested  a  certain  site.  If  the  acqui¬ 
sition  charge  are  not  too  much,  it  will  be  acquired. 

Mr-  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  May  I  know  whether  there  is 
any  proposal  to  open  a  women  and  children’s  hospital  in  any  other 
centre  ? 

Mr.  James  Simpson  :  No,  Sir. 

Opening  a  road  from  Alleppey  to  Ghanganacherry. 

86.  ^Mr-  K.  M.  Kora  ( Vailom ,  Kottayam  and  Changana- 
chery  cum  P 'ter made)-.  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  they  have  received  representations  from  the 
people  of  Kuttanad  for  the  opening  of  a  road  between  Alleppey  and 
Changanaehery  ;  and 

(£)  what  steps  they  have  taken  in  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  Q-  B.  E.  Truscott  :  (a)  Yes. 

(J)  The  question  is  under  consideration. 

Application  for  patronage  to  the  Sidha  Vaidya  Sangham. 

37.  «fMr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  ;  Will  the  Government  be 

pleased  to  state  :  (a)  whether  they  have  received  a  memorial  from 

the  All  Travanccre  Sidha  Vaidya  Sangham  praying  for  patronage 
from  the  Government  to  their  premier  institution  at  Munchira  in 
Vilavankod  taluk  ;  and 

( b )  if  so,  what  action  was  taken  on  it  ? 

Mr.  K.  N.  Govindan  (Ag.  Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  It  is  receiving  the  attention  of  Government. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  May  I  know  the  date  on  which  the 
memorial  was  received  ? 

Mr.  K.  N.  Govindan  ;  274-1937. 

Statement ,  by  caste ,  of  Superintendents  in  the  Secretariat. 

38.  ^Mr.  M.  S  Anirudhan :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  statement,  by  caste,  of  the  Superin¬ 
tendents,  acting  and  temporary,  in  the  Secretariat  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 
Pillai  .  (Chie'i  Secretary  to  Government) :  The  statement  re 
acting  Superintendents  is  placed  on  the  table-  There  are  at  present 
no  temporary  Superintendents. 

*  Vide  Appendix  V— page  . 
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Audit  of  the  Account  Section  of  the  Secretariat. 

39#  Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state  : 

(a)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Account  section  of  the. 
Secretariat  is  never  audited  ;  and 

(5)  if  this  Section  is  regularly  audited,  will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  the  audit  report  of  the  Account 
Section  for  the  last  three  years  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr,  N.  Kunjan 

Pillai  :  O)  Yes. 

(b)  In  view  of  the  answer  to  part  {a),  this  does  not  arise. 
Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  May  I  know  the  reasons  why  the 

accounts  of  the  section  are  not  audited  at  all  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 
Pillai  ;  A  G-  0.  dated  the  10th  August  1923  give  a  list  of  the 
offices  the  accounts  of  which  arc  to  be  examined  and  audited  by 
the  Outside  Audit  Department  of  the  Account  Office,  and  the 
Account  Section  of  the  Secretariat  is  not  included  in  that  list. 


Appendix  I. 

"Vida  Answer  to  Question  No.  26 

Notification  re  qualifications  of  the  Electrical  Executive 
Engineer. 


Situation  Vacant. 

Applications  are  invited  for  the  post  of  an  Executive  Engineer  in  the 
Electricity  Department,  Travancore,  on  a  salary  of  Es.  600-100/3-700 
per  mensem  plus  Es-  40  per  mensem,  permanent  conveyance  allowance. 
The  post  is  temporary  for  three  years.  The  selected  candidate  when 
entertained  will  be  governed  by  the  Travancore  Civil  Service  Eegul- 
ations  in  the  matter  of  leave,  travelling  allowances,  etc.  No  expenses 
will  he  paid  by  Government  to  the  selected  candidate  for  joining  duty 
nor  to  those  whom  Government  may  like  to  interview  when  the  selec¬ 
tion  is  made. 

Applications  will  be  considered  only  from  those  who  are  corporate 
members  of  the  Institution  of  Electrical  Engineers,  London,  or  who 
possess  equivalent  qualifications.  The  applicants  should  have  had  at 
least  ten  years’ experience  in  the  design,  execution  and  management 
of  electric  supply  undertakings,  Those  who  possess  administrative 
experience  in  addition  to  the  above  qualifications  will  be  preferred. 
The  selected  candidate  will  be  expected  to  be  fully  conversant  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Indian  Electricity  Act. 
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Preference  will  be  given  to  Travancoreans. 

The  primary  duties  of  this  officer  will  be  the  management  and 
control  of  the  Trivandrum  and  Quilon  Electric  Supply  Undertakings  in 
addition  to  the  supervision  of  the  electrical  installations  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  buildings  in  the  various  parts  of  the  State  and  also  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Trivandrum  Telephone  Exchange. 

A  thorough  knowledge  of  internal  combustion  engines,  high 
tension  equipment  and  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  distri¬ 
bution  net  work  is  most  essential. 

The  selected  candidate  will  work  under  the  direction  of  the  Elec¬ 
trical  Engineer  to  Government. 

Applications  should  reach  the  undersigned  on  or  before  the  2:5th 
October  193 i  and  should  be  accompanied  by  copies  of  three  recent 
testimonials.  The  selected  candidate  will  be  expected  to  join  duty 
forthwith. 


Apendix  If. 

Vide  .Answer  to  Question  No.  29 

Statement,  by  caste,  of  Assistant  Surgeons  in  the 
Medical  Department. 


A.  Hindu. 

Brahmin  7\ 

Nayar  13\ 

Other  Hindu  *7 

Ezhava  1 

B.  Christians. 

Jacobite  3\ 

Marthomite  5 

Syriac  Catholic  ll 

Latin  Catholic  l) 

South  Indian 

United  Church  2 

Other  Christians  7 
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Appendix  III. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  30 

List,  by  caste,  of  the  candidates  selected  for  admission 
to  the  Madras  Medical  College. 


1932 : 

Hindus  : 

Nayars  2 

Christians  : 

Jacobite  1 

S.  I.  U.  C.  1 

Other  Christians  2 

1933 : 

Hindus  : 

Nayar  1 

Ezhava  1 

Other  Hindu  1 
Chbistians  : 

Syrian  Christian  1 
S.  I.  U.  C.  1 

Other  Christian  1 

1934 : 

Hindus  : 

Nayars 
Christians  : 

S.  I.  U.  C. 

1935  .* 

Hindus  : 

Brahmin 
Other  Hindu 

1936  : 

Hindus  : 

Other  Hindus 

1937: 

Hindu  : 

Other  Hindu 
Christian  *. 

Jacobite  Syrian  1 


2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 


2 

4 


3 


3 


2 

1 

2 


2 

1 

1 
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V tde  Answer  to  Question  No.  33 

Statement  of  Temple  Entry  Stamps  printed. 


Denominations.  Sh  ets 

6  Cash  stamps. 

12 

1J  Chackram  stamps  ... 

3 

Total  cost.  Es.  1286-10-5. 

Appendix  V. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  38 

Statement  re  Ag.  Superintendents  in  the  Secretariat. 

No.  of  acting  Superintendents.  Community  to  which  they  belong. 

3  Nayar. 

PRESS  REPORTS  OF  EXPUNGED  PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  Kottoor  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  ( Quit  on  cum 
Kunnattur  :  Sir,  I  wish  to  raise  a  question  of  importance  for  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair  before  beginning  the  debate  on  the  Demands 
for  Grants. 

Certain,  remarks  were  ordered  by  the  chair  to  be  expunged 
from  the  official  proceedings  on  the  first  day  of  this  session.  I 
find  that,  in  the  issue  of  the  Malaysia  Manorama  of  the  26th 
Rarkatakam  1112,  all  those  statements  which  the  President  had 
ordered  to  be  expunged  have  been  published  with  glaring  head  lines. 
I  want  a  ruling  from  the  Chair  whether  this  is  in  accordance  with 
the  courtesy  expected  from  the  Press  and  consistent  with  the  co¬ 
operation  that  is  required  of  them.  I  bring  this  matter  to  your 
notice,  Crir,  because  the  President  is  the  custodian  of  the  rights 
privileges  and  dignity  of  the  House,  and  as  I  consider  this  publi¬ 
cation  with  such  glaring  headlines  is  in  contravention  of  the  instruc¬ 
tion  from  the  chair,  I  raise  this  Question  for  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 

President :  My  attention  was  drawn,  even  before 

Mr.  Kottoor  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  made  his  observation,  to  this 
publication.  The  Rules  on  the  matter  are  perfectly  clear.  This  is 
what  is  stated  in  tu’skine  May’s  Parliamentary  Practice. 

“The  publication  of  the  dabates  of  either  house  has  been  re¬ 
peatedly  dec  ared  to  be  a  breach  of  privilege,  ana  especially  false 
and  perverted  reports  of  them.  No  donbt  can  exist-  that  if  either 
house  desire  to  withhold  their  proceedings  from  the  public,  H  is 
within  the  strictest  limits  of  their  jurisdiction  to  do  so,  and  to 
punish  any  violation  of  their  orders,” 
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As  is  well  known,  under  every  system  of  Parliamentary  pro. 
cedure,  the  Press  is  admitted  into  the  House  as  a  matter  of  courtesy 
and  not  as  a  matter  of  right ;  and,  so  long  as  the  representatives  of 
the  Press  are  present  in  the  House,  they  arc  so. present  on  the  in- 
vitation  of  the  person  presiding.  Therefore  it  is  that  what  are 
called  permits  are  being  granted  to  the  representatives  of  the 
Press. 

It  is  equally  well  known  that  every  Legislature  very  carefully 
guards  its  own  dignity  and  privileges.  One  of  such  privileges  is 
the  publication  of  the  proceedings  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent 
to  which  the  House  decides  to  publish  them.  It  is  open  to  any 
House,  and  to  the  Chairman  or  the  President,  to  say  that  a  parti- 
cular  day’s  proceedings  shall  not  bo  published  in  the  Press  ;  and  it 
is  the  etiquette  and  the  practice  of  the  Press  to  respect  that  privilege 
of  the  House,  apart  from  all  questions  of  legal  rights  and  obliga¬ 
tions. 

That  being  the  case,  it  was  very  unfortunate  that  a  highly 
reputed  paper  like  the  Malayala  Manorama  should  have  published 
proceedings  which  were  expunged  by  a  ruling  of  the  Chair.  I  wish 
to  state  definitely  that  it  is  within  the  prerogative  and  the  jurisdi¬ 
ction  of  the  Legislature  and  of  the  President  acting  as  the  spokes¬ 
man  and  custodian  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  House,  to 
enforce  respect  for  and  obedience  to  the  rulings  of  the  chair  and  the 
decisions  of  the  House. 

The  present  instance  is  probably  a  case  of  first  impression. 
I  have  given  this  warning  ;  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  Press  of  the 
State  will  respect  this  ruling  and  act  in  accordance  with  its  spirit- 
VOTING  OF  DEMANDS  FOR  GRANTS— (contd.) 
demand  III— education  department  excluding  travancobb 

UNIVERSITY  AND  ALL  INDIA  ORIENTAL  CONFERENCE 
CONCLUDED. 

Mr.  Kcttoor  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  :  Sir,  I  was  at  the 

question  of  the  status  and  emoluments  of  employees  of  private 
schools  as  compared  with  those  of  the  employees  of  the  depart¬ 
mental  schools.  Sir,  they  all  do  the  same  kind  of  responsible  work  ; 
still,  there  is  very  great  disparity  in  their  emoluments.  While  fully 
sympathising  with  the  sentiments  expressed .  by  the  honourable 
member  Mr.  Kuruvilla  that  the  private  schools  should  be  given  more 
liberal  grants  and  thereby  enabled  to  give  better  remuneration  to 
their  staff,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  forget  the  fact  that,  in  Travan- 
core,  many  of  the  priyate  schools  are  denominational  schools  over 
which  the  Government  do  not  seem  to  have  sufficient  control  especi¬ 
ally  in  the  matter  of  recruiting  hands  for.  those  .schools.  The  re¬ 
sults  in  the  examinations  may  be  on;  the  whole  better  in.  the  private 
schools  than  in  the  Government  schools  That  doe's  not  necessarily 
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mean  that  all  is  well  with  the  private  schools.  Certainly,  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  schools  are  far  from  satisfactory.  I  would  urge  that  the 
Government  should  first  exercise  greater  control  with  regard  to  the 
recruitment,  emoluments,  prospects  and  permanency  of  tenure  of 
the  employees  of  the  private  schools,  and  then  think  of  treating 
the  private  schools  on  a  par  with  departmental  schools.  Certainly 
some  adjustments  can  be  made  by  which  the  pay  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  school  teachers  may  be  scaled  down  and  the  pay  of  the  private 
school  teachers  may  be  raised. 

I  fully  agree  that  honest  managements,  efficient  managements 
should  be  given  encouragement.  Those  that  show  a  deficit,  in 
their  budgets,  caused  by  reduction  in  the  strength  on  account  of 
inefficiency  of  the  staff,  should  not  be  encouraged.  In  fact.  I  am 
fully  aware  that  honest  managements  are  now  at  a  disadvantage. 
I  fully  agree  with  Mr.  Kuruvilla  in  that  respect  also.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  c'ictum  laid  down  by  the  honourable  member  who 
has  such  a  wide  experience  of  educational  matters,  that,  in  educa¬ 
tion  at  least  we  should  not  be  communal,  we  should  rise  above  the 
so  called  principle  of  communalism.  I  fully  endorse  that  view. 
But  that  must  be  accomplished  in  the  private  schools  also. 

The  deplorable  condition  of  primary  and  secondary  education 
has  been  pointed  out  and  the  .argument  was  advanced  that  only 
after  you  build  up  every  primary  school  substantially,  only  after 
you  floor  them  up  with  marbles  that  you  should  consider  the 
question  of  higher  education.  Sir,  I  have  heard  people  saying  that 
one  must  first  of  all  look  to  his  own  selfish  interest,  then  take  up  his 
family,  then  consider  the  affairs  of  his  taluk,  and  then  his  country. 
Sir,  human  life  is  not  long  enough  for  this  compartmental  process. 
It  is  absolutely  impossible  to  think  of  perfection  at  every  stage  and 
to  wait  for  further  progress  till  such  perfection  is  reached.  Sir, 
if  you  neglect  higher  education  till  you  are  able  to  attain  absolute 
perfection  at  the  primary  stage,  where  are  you  going  to  find  the  re¬ 
quired  number  of  efficient  hands  for  teaching  the  pupils  of  the  pri¬ 
mary  schools  ?  (Mr,  C.  Y.  Chandrasekharan :  Special  Uni¬ 
versity  Officer ,  Hear ,  hear.)  Sir,  1  fear  much  lip  sympathy  has  been 
wasted  on  these  primary  schools.  I  think  it  is  foolish  to  suggest 
that  all  the  colleges  must  be  abolished  and  to  argue  in  the  same  breath 
that  only  Travancoreans  should  be  appointed  as  teachers  in  all  our 
schools.  I  think  it  is  not  quite  possible  to  give  the  necessary 
vocational  bias  to  secondary  education  so  that  all  pupils  will  not 
indiscriminately  go  forward  to  the  colleges,  but  will  branch  off  as 
and  when  occasions  arise  under  the  present  arrangement.  That, 
certainly,  may  not  be  quite  possible  so  long  as  you  have  not  got  the 
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full  control  over  your  educational  policy,  and  that  is  now  dictated 
to  you  by  the  Madras  University.  That  is  the  very  reason  why 
we" want  to  have  the  education  in  such  a  progressive  State  as  Tra. 
vancore  completely  in  our  hands.  We  cannot  wait  till  all  the  pro. 
vinces  in  British  India  get  enlightened  and  allow  them  to  shape  their 
policy  with  their  totally  different  stage  of  development.  We  have  to 
progress  ahead.  A  State  like  Travancore  will  have  special  needs, 
special  circumstances,  special  average  in  literacy  and  special  methods 
will  have  to  be  adopted  to  suit  our  conditions.  All  this  will  be 
impossible  without  a  complete  .control  over  the  educational  policy. 
It  will  be  more  difficult  Sir,  after  federation  because  education  be. 
comes  a  central  subject  and  any  change  in  education  can  be  made 
only  with  the  concurrence  of  the  federal  authorities  under  an  order 
known  as  the  adaptation  of  Indian  law  of  1937  by  virtue  of  Section 
293  of  the  Government  of  India  act — which  says  that  all  the  Uni¬ 
versities  will  have  to  adopt  changes  in  accordance  with  the  changes 
effected  in  regard  to  education  in  the  federal  statute  regarding  the 
subject.  If  the  policy  of  education  in  colleges  is  changed  by  the 
central  authority  it  can  be  done  only  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
federal  Legislature.  How  much  influence  we  will  be  able  to  wield 
to  make  prominent  our  special  needs  is  well  known.  Our  represent¬ 
ation  and  our  number  in  the  federal  Legislature  is  well  known  and 
it  is  likely  that  we  will  always  be  overwhelmed.  Therefore  I  think 
Sir,  that  in  the  interests  of  Travancore,  in  the  interests  of  Primary 
and  secondary  education  in  Travancore,  as  well  and  in  the  interest 
of  the  special  needs  and  requirements  of  Travancore  it  is  absolutely 
necessary,  nay  inevitable,  that  we  should  have  a  completely  free 
educational  system  and  the  educational  system  of  the  State  as  a 
whole  can  be  improved  only  if  it  is  reformed  not  only  in  the  primary 
stage  or  seconury  stage  but  from  top  to  bottom.  With  these  words, 
Sir,  I  resume  my  seat. 

Mr.  N,  Abdul  Rahiman  Sahib:  Sir,  the  percentage  of 
Muslims  under  instruction  to  the  population  of  Muslims  is  only  5  9 
and  the  number  of  Muslims  under  instruction  in  1098  was  14,607 
and  in  1107  it  was  21,800  only.  It  is  clear  from  these  figures  that 
the  rate  of  increase  has  been  very  slow  on  an  average  of  only  650 
per  year.  The  percentage  of  literates  above  5  years  old  to  the 
population  in  the  Muslim  community  is  804.  It  is  also  evident 
from  this  Sir,  that  so  far  as  this  community  is  concerned  more  than 
60  per  cent  still  require  to  be  brought  under  instruction.  The 
Education  Eeforms  Committee  lias  made  a  thorough  study  of  the 
educational  system  of  the  country.  After  examining  the  position  of 
Muslims  educationally  they  say  that  the  slow  progress  made  by  the 
Muslims  in  regard  to  education  justifies  further  encouragement  and 
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that  everything  possible  must  be  done  to  improve  the  educational 
condition  of  the  Muslims.  The  Committee  was  presided  over  by 
no  less  a  person  than  Mr.  E.  M.  Statliam  who  with  his  wide  ex¬ 
perience  in' the  field  of  education  had  certified  to  the  effect  that  the 
Muslim  community  labours  under  serious  disabilities.  It  is  also 
well  known  to  you,  Sir  more  than  anyone  else,  that  the  commuinty 
labours  under  very  serious  handicaps.  To  start  with,  there  is  the 
difficulty  of  studying  Arabic  one  of  the  most  difficult  languages 
and  because  of  want  of  facilities  for  studying  Arablic,  the  Muslim 
students  were  rather  reluctant  to  go  to  school.  It  is  as  a  result  of 
these  considerations  and  also  owing  to  certain  historical  and  political 
reasons  that  certain  concessions  were  given  to  Muslims.  These 
concessions  served  as  an  incentive  for  them  to  seek  education.  It 
was  in  the  year  1919  that  a  G.  0.  ivas  issued  allowing  certain  con¬ 
cessions  to  Muslims  according  to  which  2  scholarships  in  colleges 
and  a  few  in  schools  were  given  to  Muslims,  Consequently,  step  by 
step  and  stage,  by  stage  gradual  progress  was  made  by  the  Muslims. 
But  the  advantages  of  these  concessions  were  not  fully  utilised  and 
we  are  only  still  gradually  realising  them.  It  is  at  that  time  that 
the  fee  concession  question  has  been  revised  and  now  various  res¬ 
trictions  are  placed  in  the  matter  of  granting  fee  concessions.  Of 
course  it  is  clear  from  the  new  rules,  that  Muslim  students  will  be 
given  fee  concessions,  “provided  they  are  poor”.  But  it  is  in  the 
practical  application  of  this  rule  that  difficulties  are  experienced. 
After  these  rules  have  appeared  in  the  Gazette,  hardly  a  day  has 
passed  without  some  student  or  other  going  to  me  for  certificate  of 
poverty.  Of  course  headmasters  and  headmistresses  are  given  the 
discretion  to  allow  concessions.  But  what  is  the  condition  of  the 
average  Muslim  student.  There  is  an  erroneous  impression  that 
Muslims  are  wealthy  and  that  they  can  afford  to  pay.  But  the 
vast  majority  of  the  students,  I  submit,  are  poor.  The  rich  people 
are  rather  indifferent  to  the  children  studying  and  they  seldom 
come  up*  It  is  the  condition  of  the  average  poor  students  that  we 
have  to  take  into  account.  What  do  we  find?  01  course,  the 
Tahsildar  also  is  given  the  power  to  issue  certificates,  but  imagine 
the  condition  of  a  student  who  seeks  to  secure  a  certificate  of 
poverty  from  an  officer  or  Tahsildar.  The  officer  or  Tahsildar 
who  does  not  know  the  financial  condition  of  the  parents  of  the 
student  will  be  rather  unwilling  to  issue  a  certificate  of  poverty 
and  the  burden  of  proof  of  poverty  is  heavily  on  the  student  and 
in  his  attempt  to  secure  the  certificate  of  poverty  he  is  seriously 
handicapped.  Again  what  is  the  standard  of  poverty  ?  When 
there  was  the  scare  of  the  fee  concessions  being  withdrawn,  repre* 
sentations  were  made  to  Government  and  we  got  an  encouraging 
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reply  that  nothing  will  be  done  so  as  to  seriously  affect  the  interests 
of  Muslims  in  the  matter  of  education  and  we  kept  quiet.  But 
what  do  we  find  now  ?  We  find  that  a  Muslim  student  who  wants 
the  benefit  of  the  fee  concession  will  nave  to  produce  evidence  of 
his  poverty.  It  is  there  that  I  lay  emphasis.  Instead  of  making  a 
rule  like  that,  it  would  have  been  better  if  some  standard  was  fixed 
regarding  poverty.  Say  people  who  pay  income-tax  or  people  who 
pay  a  round  sum  as  land  revenue  such  people  might  be  exempted. 
In  that  case  there  will  be  no  hardship.  But  when  it  is  quite  clear 
that  the  community  has  not  progressed  perceptibly  in  the  matter  of 
education,  when  the  figures  and  statistics  show  that  it  will  take  a 
long  time  for  the  Muslim  community  to  stand  on  a  par  with  the 
advanced  communities  educationally,  the  sudden  withdrawal  of 
these  privileges  accorded  to  them  -would  certainly  retard  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  Muslim  education.  The  reasons  mentioned  for  the  modi¬ 
fication  in  the  matter  of  fee  concessions  are  that  there  were  cases  of 
failed  students  enjoying  fee  concessions  for  years  consecutively  and1 
that  the  Director  had  occasion  to  recommend  individual  cases  of 
backward  communities  deserving  fee  concession.  Simply  because 
there  were  such  cases,  is  it  fair  or  justifiable,  Sir,  to  make  such 
serious  modifications  in  this  mattter  ?  Unfortunately  when  this 
question  was  mooted  in  the  sub-committee  appointed  by  the  Advi¬ 
sory  Board  there  was  no  Muslim  member,  and  the  feeble  voice  of 
the  single  Muslim  member  in  the  Board  was  little  better  than  a  cry 
in  the  wilderness.  That  was  the  reasou  why  this  change  has  taken 
place.  1  bag  to  submit,  Sir,  that  for  some  years  to  come  the  old 
rules  may  be  allowed  to  continue.  Unless  the  standard  of  poverty 
is  fixed,  the  students  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  prosecute  their 
studies.  Already  there  are  signs  to  show  the  inability  and  helpless 
position  of  the  parents  to  send  their  children  to  schools  and  colleges. 
We  find  that  recently  there  have  been  many  instances  indicating  lack 
of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  concerned.  Last  year, 
there  was  a  provision  in  the  Budget  for  appointing  6  Arabic  In¬ 
structors  in  Primary'  Schools.  Unfortunately  not  a  single'appoint- 
ment  has  taken  place  though  we  are  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  the 
amount  is  about  to  lapse.  Sir,  I  have  already  pointed  out  that 
without  adequate  facilities  for  religious  instruction,  the  Muslims  are* 
reluctant  to  take  to  education.  It  was  on  realisation  of  these  diffi¬ 
culties  that  the  Government  was  sympathetic  enough  to  make  allot¬ 
ments  and  if  the  officers  do  not  carry  out  the  purpose  for  which 
the  allotments  have  been  made,  I  need  hardly  say  that  the  effect 
will  rather  be  the  reverse.  Sir,  the  Arabic  Instructor’s  pay  is  only 
Rs.  12  and  the  saving  that  is  to  be  effected  by  evading  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  these  6  instructors  is  not  much.  On  the  other  hand  will 
not  their  appointments  go  a  great  way  in  giving  a  further  impetus 
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to  Muslim  education.  Again,  the  amount  of  the  scholarships  in 
the  colleges  has  been  reduced  by  25  per  cent,  by  the  retrenchment 
committee.  There  are  only  two  scholarships  of  Rs.  10  in  the 
colleges  and  these  have  been  reduced  to  Rs,  7-8-U. 

Mr.  C.  V.  Chatidrasekharan:  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  that 
cut  affected  all' communities  and  all  kinds  of  scholarships  ? 

Mr.'N.  Abdur  Rahim  an  Sahib  :  What  I  am  concerned 

with  is  the  Muslim  eommuniry.  I  know  there  were  genuine  cases 
of  poor  students  who  were  in  receipt  of  the  ten  rupees  and  who 
were  very  much  affected  by  the  cut  of  Rs.  2J. 

There  was  an  interval  of  two  hours  in  Colleges  on  Fridays  to 
enable  the  Muslim  students  to  go  for  prayer  and  return.  But  one 
system  is  followed  in  the  Arts  College  while  another  system  is 
followed  in  the  Science  College.  There  appears  to  he  no  unifor¬ 
mity  in  the  matter.  Now  I  hear  that  oven  this  concession  has  been 
taken  away. 

I  understand  that  fer  the  first  time  a  Mahomedan  lady  gradu¬ 
ate  has  applied  for  a  scholarship  and  it  lias  not  yet  been  granted, 
(President s  Bell.) 

Mr.  P-  I-  Simon  (Municipalities) :  Sir,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  educational  reform  has  long  been  overdue  in  our  State. 
The  existing  system  of  education  has  been  experimented  upon  long 
enough  for  us  to  know  the  evil  results,  thereof.  The  present  system 
has  produced  a  number  of  Graduates  knowing  more  of  1 9th  century 
prose  and  Shakespeare  than  anything  else.  It  is  on  account  of  such 
unemployed  Graduates  all  around  us  that  according  to  me  the  cry 
for  communal  representation  has  become  so  loud  as  this.  (Mr.  Ko- 
cliikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tam  pi :  Bear,  hear.)  It  is  high  time  that 
we  put  a  stop  to  such  a  system  of  education  on  account  of  which 
unemployment  increases.  Sir,  education  is  intended  to  develop  the 
faculties  of  individuals.  It  must  give  them  the  preparation  for 
complete  living.  It  must  make  them  know  their  business.  It 
must  enable  them  to  organise  industrial  concerns.-  Nothing  short 
of  it  I  should  think  will  solve  the  problem  of  unemployment. 
Modern  civilisation  developes  along  industrial  and  commercial  lines 
and  it' is  the  duty  of  every  State  to  adjust  its  educational  scheme  in 
accordance  therewith. 

The  question  then  is — are  we  to  dissociate  ourselves  from  th? 
present  Madras  University  to .  which  wre  are  affiliated  so  that  we 
may  reform  the  existing  system  of  education.  T  should  say  yes. 
It  is  imperative  that  before  we  think  of  any  reorganisation  of  the 
educational  system,  we  should  have  a  University  for  ourselves.  It 
is  no  new  idea  Sir, 
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President  :  Order,  order.  The  honourable  member  j8  of 
course  in  order  in  speaking  of  higher  education  generally,  but  he 
will  undoubtedly  remember  that  there  is  a  separate  grant,  grant 
No.  IV  for  University.  So  he  will  distribute  his  remarks  so  as  to 
deal  with  other  matters  also. 

Mr.  P.  1.  .Simon  :  Then  I  shall  go  to  the  question  of  pri¬ 
mary  education.  It  was  stated  that  primary  education  is  not  carried 
on  efficiently  at  present.  In  all  advanced  countries  their  larger 
conception  of  municipal  Government  as  embracing  the  entire  cor¬ 
porate  life  of  the  community  the  local  authorities  act  as  official 
patrons  of  learning,  arts  and  sciences.  My  plea  therefore  would 
be  that  there  should  be  a  decentralisation  as  regards  primary  educa¬ 
tion.  The  State  should  not  have  it  all  for  itself.  Let  it  delegate 
its  function  of  imparting  primary  education  to  the  municipalities. 
Let  them  be  permitted  to  experiment  on  it.  I  should  think  that 
the  municipal  bodii  s,  in  those  municipal  centres  where  they  exist, 
will  be  able  to  do  it  efficiently,  perhaps  more  efficiently  than  how 
the  State  itself  is  now  doing.  In  all  western  countries  the  public 
schools  are  the  pride  of  the  towns.  Public  schools  we  also  should 
be  enabled  to  start  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  conduct  schools  on 
efficient  lines,  organise  games,  organise  excursions,  and  also  orga- 
'  nise  the  exhibition  of  films  with  educational  value  for  the  purpose 
of  educating  these  children  of  ours,  organise  school  gardens  and 
organise  children’s  clubs.  All  these  are  eminently  of  great  educa¬ 
tional  value  and  such  Things  ought  to  be  done  by  municipalities. 
Perhaps,  with  all  its  big  schemes,  the  Government  may  not  be  able 
to  impart  primary  and  secondary  education  so  efficiently  as  the 
municipalities  will  be  able  to  do  if  they  are  given  the  necessary 
facilities. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  T ampi :  May  1  know 
from  the  honourable  member  whether  anything  stands  in  the  way 
of  municipalities  taking  up  such  work  now  ? 

Mr.  P.  I.  Simon  :  The  State  should  only  be  concerned  with 
laying  down  the  regulations  and  rules,  as  to  how  education,  primary 
and  secondary,  should  be  conducted.  But  the  actual  conduct 
should  be  left  to  the  municipalities,  which  they  are  ready  to  do  if 
only  the}  are  asked.  They  have  not  been  asked  so  far  and  1 
should  think  that  Government  should  seriously  consider  this  pro¬ 
position  of  mine. 

The  municipalities  ought  legitimately  to  have  a  share  in  the 
intellectual  life  of  the  town.  One  of  the  duties  of  the  municipalities 
as  conceived  in  other  advanced  countries  is  to  advance  the  education 
of  the  working  classes  and  refine  their  tastes  and  habits.  The 
municipalities  must  be  enabled  to  found  public  libraries  and  reading 
rooms.  In  Trivandrum,  for  instance,  a  number  of  reading  rooms 
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can  bj  opened  with  advantage  for  the  benefit  of  the  working  classes. 
In  advanced  countries  several  libraries  are  opened  by  the  municipa¬ 
lities  in  order  to  provide  reading  matter  for  the  citizens.  These 
reading  rooms  will  contribute  a  good  deal  for  popuhr  enlighten* 
meat. 

All  children  should  not  be  treated  alike.  Travaneore  with  all 
its  educational  advancement  has  not  one  institution  for  educating 
defective  children  sucli  as  the  deaf  and  the  dumb.  There  should 
be  special  provision  for  teaching  defective  and  crippled  children. 
All  these  are  matters  which  ought  to  engage  the  attention  of  Gov. 
eminent  when  they  seek  to  reform  education.  I  have  one  construc¬ 
tive  suggestion  to  put  forward.  There  is  a  conception  that  muni¬ 
cipalities  exist  for  nothing.  This  is  born  out  of  ignorance.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  educate  the  citizens  in  order  that  they 
may  know  what  these  municipalities  are  for.  •  That  should  form  a 
subjpct  of  teaching.  The  curriculam  ought  to  be  modified  and 
should  be  made  to  include  even  for  the  primary  schools  the  history 
and  growth  of  at  least  one  municipal  city  of  the  west  in  each  class 
of  the  primary  schools.  In  the  secondary  schools  students  should 
be  taught  the  more  advanced  subjects  of  municipal  organisation, 
municipal  government,  municipal  finance  and  Municipal  taxation. 
With  these  observations  I  support  the  motion. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  •.  Sir,  I  oppose  the  demand. 
As  a  member  nominated  by  Government  to  look  after  the  interests 
of  the  Muslim  community,  I  thiuk  I  shall  be  failing  in  my  duty, 
both  to  the  Government  and  to  the  community,  if  I  do  net  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  Government  how  the  G.  0.  ft.  Dis.  1070/37/Edu¬ 
cation  dated  the  19th  July  1937,  is  calculated  to  cut  at  the  very  root 
of. Muslim  education  in  Travaneore.  The  feeling  of  the  community 
is  clearly  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  both  Houses  of  Legislature  ad¬ 
journment  motions  were  tabled.  But  they  were  not  allowed.  This 
G.  0.  supersedes  all  the  existing  rules  with  regard  to  fee  concession 
to  students.  It  says,  “  Mahomedan  boys  shall  be  given  half-fee 
concession  in  Colleges  and  in  English  and  Vernacular  school*  pro¬ 
vided  they  are  poor  ;  in  the  case  of  Vernacular  schools  the  conces¬ 
sion  shall  be  subject  to  the  percantage  restriction,  Maliomedan  girls 
will  he  given  full  fee  concession,  provided  they  are  poor”.  How 
this  G.  0.  will  adversely  affect  Muslim  education  in  this  State,  I 
shall  point  out.  It  was  by  G.  0.  No.  E.  1989  dated  31st  May  1919 
on  Mahomadan  education,  that  Muslims  were  first  given  half  fee 
concession.  After  careful  consideration  of  the  conditions  of  Muslim? 
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the  following  coii cessions  were  given  to  them  by  that  G.  0.  1.  Af¬ 

fording  facilities  to  teacii  Arabic,  2.  the  appointment  of.  a-  Mahu- 
medan  Inspector,  3.  granting  of  half  fee  concessions  to  all  Muslim 
bovs  reading  in  schools  aud  Colleges,  4.  granting  of  full  fee  con¬ 
cession  to  Muslim  girls,  5.  opening  separate  Vernacular  schools 
for  Muslim  girls  wherever  necessary  and  6.  grant'ng  special  scholar¬ 
ships  reserved  for  Muslim  boys  and  girls. 

Sir,  in  spite  of  these  concessions,  the  backward  nature  of  the 
Muslim  community  is  clearly  seen  from  the  statement  in  the  .  last 
Census  Report.  It  says  that  the  literacy  -figures  for  all  communi¬ 
ties  in  the  State  is  408  per  cent,  for  males  and  16*8  per  cent,  .for 
females  ;  whereas  for  Muslims  it  is  21  per  cent,  for  males  and  2-4 
per  cent,  for  females.  -The  failure  of  the  efforts  of  Government  to 
improve  the  Education- of  Muslims  was  fully  realised  by.  the  Statham 
Committee  which  says,  “  the  percentage  cf  Muslims  under  instruc¬ 
tion  to  the  total  population  of  Muslims  was  5’9.  Comparing.,  this 
figure  with  the  percentages  for  children  of  all  communities  under 
instruction  and  for  Hindu  and  Christian  children,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  percentage  of  Muslims  under  instruction  is  extremely  .low”. 
The  report  adds  that  even  if  all  Muslim  children  of  all  ages,. reading 
in  classes  1  to  5  arc  taken  into  account,  the  percentage  of  Muslims 
in  classes  1  to  5  to  the  total  school  going;  population  of  Muslims  is 
only  o4  o,  and  it  is  obvious  that  over  60  per  cent  of  the  Muslims  of 
school  going  age  still  require  to  be  brought  under  instruction”. 
And  again,  even  among  the  children  under  instruction  wastage  and 
stagnation  were  very  high, -for  only  2'7  per  cent,  reached  class  5. 
“  The  figures  show  that  Muslims  have  made  very  little  progress  iu 
English  education,  and  their  advancement  at  the  secondary,  stage 
compares  unfavourably  with  the  advancement  of  all  other  commu¬ 
nities.  Amongst  Muslim  girls,  English  education  scarcely  exists,  at 
all-’'  Sir,  while  commending  upon  special  measures  such  as  I  have 
stated  above,  the  same  committee  states  that  while  we  consider 
that  the  institution  of  special  scholarships  for  Maliomedans  forms 
a  satisfactory  feature  of  the  special  steps  taken  to. encourage  Maho- 
medan  pupils,  we  are  of  opinion  that,  the  present  backward  state  of 
Mahomadan  higher  education  requires  that,  in  future,  there  should 
be  a  larger  provision  of.  scholarships  f.or  Mahomedan  pupils  in 
English  schools'’.  The  Committee  recommended  the  continuance 
of  the  special  preferential  treatment  to  Muslims  in  future  also. 
They  oven  wont  further  and  recommend  the  granting  of  increased 
facilities  by  way  of  concession  and  scholarships. 

It  is  only  three  years  since  the  report  -was  made.  I  do  not 
know  what  wonderful  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  matter  of 
Muslim  education  during  this  short  time.  I  do  not  think  any 
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.Alladin’s  lamp  has  come  in  as  far  as  Muslim  education  is  concerned. 
Rut  there  came  the  Education  Advisor)'  Board  which  recommended 
the  taking  away  of  some  concessions.  The  only  Muslim  member  in 
that.,  body.  1  .understand,  strongly  protested  against  any  change  in 
the  existing  rules  and  he  has  given  his  dissenting  minutes. .  In  this 
connection  I  want  to  make  one  point  clear.  Concessions  are  given 
t.Q  the  Muslims  because  the  Government  wanted  the  country’s  pro- 
oyess  as  a  whole.  If  any  one  community  is  backward  the  State  as 
a  whole  will  be  back  ward.  Therefore  I  ask.  the  Government  whether 
they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Muslim  community  has 
advanced  enough  not  to  give  these  concessions. 

Sir,,  the  taking  away  of  concession  to  those  who  are  not  poor  is 
good  in  principle,  it  is  better  still  for  argument.  But  the  practical 
difficulty  of  producing  these  certificates  is  very  great.  Tahsiidnrs 
are.  authorised  to  give  poverty .  certificates.  But  they  refer  such 
questions,  to  the  Proverticar  of  the  place  where  the  student  resides. 

.  1  hope  it  would  be  easy  to  get  a  certificate  from  a  Proverticar  if  only 
rhe  man  is  rich  and  not  poor,  it  would  have  been  better  if  Govern¬ 
ment  showed  how  this  poverty  should  be  measured.  They  could 
have  said  that  those  who  pay  income  tax  or  professional  tax  or 
land  tax  of  10  or  15  Rs.  should  not  be  given  an y  concession. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Muslim  community  lias  not  taken 
full  advantage  of  the  educational  facilities  already  afforded  to  thorn, 
and  that  Muslim  education  is  still  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition 
and  the  hard  facts  and  figures  .  quoted  do  not  show  .any  necessity 
for  a  change-.  I  appeal  to  Government  to.  continue  these  conces¬ 
sions  at  least  for  another  ten  years  as  a  tentative  measure.  If, 
however,  Government  want  to  stick  to  this  G.  0.  I  would  request 
■  them  to  modify  it  to  the  effect  that  those  who  pay  income  taxor 
professional  tax  or  land  tax  of  Rs.  10  will  not  be  given  half ,  fee 
concession.  In  the  name  of  my  community  I  pray  for  this  modi¬ 
fication. 

Sir,  let  me  say  a  word  about  the  Inspectorate.  The  institu¬ 
tion  of  the  Mahomedan  Inspectors  of  Schools  was  formed  according 
to  the  G.  0.  of  1919.  A  Mahomedan  Inspector  was  appointed  in 
.  the  first  grade  in  the  provincial  staff  and  placed  under  the  direct 
c  ontrol  of  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction.  Formerly  we  had 
,two  Mahomedan  Inspectors  getting  Rs.  160  per  mensem.  Now 
although  the  present  Inspector  is  more  qualified,  he  is  a  B.  A.  and 
L.  T.  and  a  specialist  in  Muslim  theology  he  gets  only  Rs.  40  while 
his  •  subordinate  Munshis  are  getting  Rs.  45  and  Rs.  50.  The 
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Statham  Committee  iveoui mended  the  apppoinlment  of  4  Maho- 
medan  Assistant  Inspectors.  But  we  have  only  one  Assistant  Ins 
peetor.  If  the  plea  against  the  appointment  of  4  Inspectors  is 
dearth  of  hands,  I  can  say  that  there  arc  at  least  half  a  dozen  B.  A., 
L,  T’s  who  have  considerable  teaching  experience  in  management 
schools  and  who  can  be  appointed  as  Assistant  Inspectors. 

An  honourable  member  pointed  out  that  the  amount  set  apart 
in  the  last  year’s  budget  for  the  appointment  of  Arabic  Munshis 
has  lapsed.  What  a  pity?  I  do  not  know  why  it  lias  lapsed.  In 
this  connection  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  that 
Arabic  Munshis  who  have  put  in  10  to  15  years  of  service  have  not. 
yet  been  confirmed.  I  do  not  know  the  reason.  It  is  only  in¬ 
difference  to  Muslim  education. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  appointment  of  the  only  Muslim 
lady  gradua  :e.  and  I  do  not  want  to  say  anything  more  about  her. 

Mr.  Abdul  Tayeb  Sheikh  Kaderbhoy  ( Commerce  and 
Industry,  South)  :  Sir,  I  fully  support  the  arguments  put  forward 
by  Mr.  Abdur  Kaherran  Sahib  and  Mr.  Ismail  Sahib  and  request 
Government  to  consider  the  arguments  put  forward  by  them  and 
see  that  the  grievances  of  the  Mahomedan  community  are  redressed. 
S'r,  Arabic  Munshis  are  appointed  only  in  a  few  schools.  There¬ 
fore  it  is  difficult  for  pupils  to  go  to  these  schools  from  a  long  dis¬ 
tance  and  take  instruction  therein.  I  have  nothing  more  to  add 
but  to  support  these  two  mjiubers. 

Mrs.  Abernam  Gnanasikhamony  ( Nominated ) ;  Sir, 
in  supporting  the  motion  I  have  great  pleasure  to  find  that  it  is  only 
on  adequate  and  on  right  lines  that  the  Education  Department  de¬ 
mands  this  sum.  The  budget  says  “  the  expenditure  next  year  is 
estimated  at  11s.  49*65  lakhs  and  it  is  about  5?0  per  cent,  of  the  total 
revenue  of  the  State.  I  can  once  again  say  it  is  only  rightly  done. 
It  is  education,  and  it  is  the  real  education  of  a  country  that  brings 
about  the  true  citizens  of  the  land. 

The  benefit  of  education  is  not  to  be  measured  or  determined 
by  examination  results  alone.  The  menial,  moral  and  physical 
aspects  of  the  child  are  to  be  looked  into.  Efforts  are  to  be  taken 
for  the  building  up  of  character,  which  can  effectively  be  done  in 
schools  and  colleges.  The  other  departments  are  only  to  reap  the 
benefit  of  the  work  done  by  the  education  department  whether  good 
or  bad.  A  duty  bound  teacher  or  professor  unconsciously  breathes 
this  spirit  into  his  students.  In  the  same  way  all  the  qualities 
whether  good  or  bad  are  being  imbibed  by  the  student  from  their 
teachers.  These  good  qualities  are  to  be  got  only  by  real  good 
training  in  well  organised  and  well  conducted  schools.  I  know  one 
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College,  the  motto  of  which  is  “  Lighted  to  lighten  ”  and  its  pro¬ 
ducts  now  scattered  throughout  India  are  really  lights.  They  are 
found  to  be  so  nice,  so  pure  in  thought,  word  and  deed.  The  suffer¬ 
ing  humanity  draws  their  attention  most.  Attributing  motives  to 
others’  good  intentions  is  far  from  such.  1  hope  there  are  big  people 
here  who  can  attribute  such  traits,  to  their  Colleges.  I  strongly 
feel  it  is  no  use,  simply  producing  graduates  who  are  not  able  to 
procure  a  living  for  them  ;  and  for  that  1  fully  hope  the  present 
scheme  of  education  by  our  worthy  President  is  going  to  be  a  sure 
remedy. 

It  is  very  encouraging,  Sir,  to  note  that  special  provisions  are 
being  made  for  the  benefit'of  the  backward  communities  for  their 
uplift.  Our  Government  time  after  time  do  spend  nnuey  to  make 
special  provision  for  communities  backward  in  education  by  giving 
fee  concessions,  scholarships,  &c.  These  communities  in  those  days 
perhaps  concentrated  their  attention  more  on  trade,  agriculture  and 
other  industries  than  on  education  in  schools.  It  is  the  Government 
that  inculcated  in  them  a  desire  for  education  and  now  they  are  in  a 
good  position.  Anyhow  no  harm  in  crying  for  more.  I  hope  the 
backward  classes  also  by  the  policy  wh  ich  is  going  to  be  adopted 
are  sure  to  come  forward  with  a  good  spirit. 

It  is  my  prayer,  Sir,  to  see  that  well-organised  and  well-con¬ 
ducted  aided  schools  are  as  far  as  possible  encouraged.  So  many 
good  things  are  said  about  Japan.  in  this  connection  I  would  like 
to  say  one  thing.  A  plant  in  a  pot  or  a  basket  of  flowers  or  a 
basket  of  any  eatable  with  only  the  addiess  on  a  label  attached  to  it 
travels  safely  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  The 
passengers  even  water  the  plant  when  found  fading.  There  is  no 
need  for  the  notice  “  Beware  of  pick  pockets  ”  in  their  railway  com¬ 
partments.  This  they  attribute  to  their  mode  of  education.  We 
look  to  other  advanced  countries  and  adopt  their  good  methods  in 
every  way.  Let  us  try  to  sow  seeds  of  good  habits  in  schools  so 
that'  we  get  the  future  generations  better. 

Mr-  R.  V.  Thomas  ( Todupu:ha  cum  Mtenachil):  Sir, 
I  fully  agree  with  the  views  expressed  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
K.  K.  Kuruvilla.  The  Government  must  take  a  more  sympathetic 
attitude  towards  aided  institutions  and  the  teachers  in  aided  schools. 
I  request  the  Government  to  make  provision  for  a  good  number  of 
aided  school  teachers  being  drafted  on  to  departmental  schools. 
■The  aided  school  teaelnrs  after  long  years  of  self-less  service  have 
to  retire  in  penury..  The  Government  must  move  in  the  matter  of 
instituting  a  decent  Provident  fund  in  favour  of  the  grant-in-aid 
school  teachers,  Those  who  are  engaged  in.  shaping  the  future  of 


0;>-2  THE  TEAVAHCOBE  SBI  CHITEA  STATE  COTmCIE.  [10TH  AUGUST  1937 

[Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas.] 

our  boys  and  girls,  of.  the  youth  of  the  .hind,  should  be  better  attend¬ 
ed  to; 

Primary  education  must  be  given  a  greater  push.  But  higher 
education  must-  not  be  pushed  to  the  back-ground.  Both  higher  and 
lower  education  must  run.  parallel .  No"  Government  can  afford  to 
wait  till  primary  education  is  spread  among  the  entire  mass  of 
people  to  give  a  start  to  higher  education.  I  disagree  with  the 
opinions  expressed  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Kottur  Kunju- 
krishna  Pillai  when  he  said  that  a  greater  control  should  be  exorcised 
by  the  Government  in  the  matter  of  appointment  of  teachers  in 
aided  schools.  It  may  tend  to  lower  the  standard  in  aided  schools. 
The  high  standard  which  the  aided  schools  have  now  attained  is 
likely  to  be  injured  if  the  Government  is  allowed  to  interfere  in  the 
details  of  the  internal  administration  of  aided  schools'. 

I  disagree  with  the  opinion  of  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Simon 
that  educational  institutions  may  be  entrusted  to  the  care  of  the 
municipalities.  I  want  to  point  out  that  at  present  the  municipal 
councils  are  entrusted  with  the  work  of  sanitation  and  health  -in 
municipal  areas.  As  far  as  I  know  the  work  they  are  doing  in  the 
field  of  sanitation  and  public  health  in  the  municipal  areas  are  not 
satisfactory.  •  : 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  Has  the  member  any  experi¬ 
ence  of  the' municipality  ? 

$Lr-  R.  V.  Thomas  :  No.  Still  I  know  something  about 
the  work  of  the  municipalities.  I  have  gone  to  ail  thfe  major 
municipalities  in  Tiavancore  and  their  work  with  regard  to  public 
health  and  sanitation  is  entirely  unsatisfactory.  1  request'  my 
honourable  friend  for  the  municipalities  to  concentrate  all  his  atten¬ 
tion—  and  see' that  his  colleagues  also  do  the  same — to  see  that 'sani¬ 
tation  of  areas  entrusted  to  them  are  properly  attended  to-  In 
theory  it  may  be  good  to  entrust  education  with  the  munieipa'ities. 
But  there  are  practical  difficulties  in  the  way.  I  he  municipal 
bodies  are  not  at  present  discharging  the  work  of  improvement  of 
sanitation  in 'towns  to  bur  satisfaction  and  when  that  is  done  satis¬ 
factorily  we  can  think  of  entrusting  education  also  with  th  an. 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  (dominated)  ■  Sir,  I  am  sorry  that  I 
h/ave  to  differ  from  the  honourable  member  who  just  spoke  against 
the  necessity  or  desirability  of  entrusting  the  duty  of  imparting 
elementary 'education  to  municipalities.  My  impression' is  that  the 
problem  of  solving  illiteracy  in  this  land  has  not  been  tackled'  With 
sufficient  effect  notwithstanding  the  120  years  of  educational  effort. 
The  best  way  that  we  can  do  it  is  to  entrust  the  municipal  bodies 
with  the  duty  of  imparting  elementary  education  and  adopting  a 


DEMAND  III — EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  EXCLUDING  253 

TRAVANCORE  UNIVERSITY  AND  ALL-INDIA  ORIENTAL  CONFERENCE. 

measure  of  compulsion  to  be  tried  in  municipal  areas  to  begin  with 
so  that  in  course  of  time  we  may  extend  it  to  other  parts  of  Travan- 
core  also.  I  find  from  the  report  of  the  education  department  that 
enquiries  are  made  of  the  Inspectors  of  various  divisions  as  to  how 
the  problem  could  be  solved  by  adopting  a  measure  whose  opera¬ 
tion  may  extend  to  a  period  of  10  years.  If  I  remember  right,  as 
to  what  the  reports  are,  what  measures  Government  intend  adopting 
in  these  things  the  Government  have  not  taken  us  into  the  secret. 

I  may  suggest  that  a  measure  of  compulsion  may  be  tried  first  in 
municipal  areas  and  that  scheme  may  be  given  effect  to  immediately. 

The  next  point  I  wish  to  urge  is  this-  The  Government  wan-  * 
ted  retrenchment.  I  can  fully  understand  the  proposition,  viz.,  that 
wherever  there  is  waste  there  should  be  retrenchment-  But  in  the 
case  of  the  Education  Department  the  axe  was  applied  in  the  wrong 
place.  That  is  my  humble  opinion  because  it  is  the  fee  concession 
that  was  hit  by  the  Government.  I  should  even  say  that  it  was 
harder  hit  than  was  intended  by  the  Advisory  Board  of  which  I 
happend  to  be  a  member.  The  Advisory  Board  no  doubt  recom¬ 
mended  some  retrenchment.  In  that  connection  I  shall  take  the 
instance  of  two  communities  and  show  how  that  fee  concession  has 
affected  them-  I  am  afraid  of  even  mentioning  the  word  community 
because  Mr.  Kuruvilla  is  opposed  to  it,  Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna 
Pillai  hates  it  and  even  my  friend  Mr.  Simon  does  not  like  it. 

Ml*.  C.  V.  Chandrasekharan  :  May  I  correct  the  member, 

Sir  ?  The  orders  of  Government  in  the  matter  of  fee  concession 
are  more  favourable  to  backward  communities. 

President :  It  is  alright  for  a  non-official  member  to  divulge 
confidential  communication.  But  the  official  members  need  not. 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  :  I  may  point  out  that  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  Advisory  Board  is  given  in  the  Departmental  Keport 
itself.  Hence  my  reference  to  that. 

President :  That  is  alright.  But  the  attitude  of  particular 
members,  what  they  voted  upon,  how  they  voted,  what  they  said, 
all  those  things  are  not  indicated  in  the  reports  supplied  to  the 
House.  It  is  not  supposed  to  be  divulged. 

Mr.  M.  Govindan ;  I  do  not  say  how  1  voted  in  the 
Advisory  Board.  I  only  say  that  I  happened  to  be  a  member  of 
that  body.  What  I  say  is  that  the  Board  recommended  some  re¬ 
trenchment  in  fee  concession.  I  shall  illustrate  it  by  quoting  two 
communities,  the  backward  and  the  forward  comm  unity.  Among 
the  backward  communities  Ezhavas  were  included  and  in  the  for¬ 
ward  community  Hairs  are  included,  Eahavas  and  Mahomedans 
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are  classified  as  members  of  the  backward  communities,  but  the 
Mahomedans  are  given  special  provisions. 

hi  the  case  of  Ezhavas,  the  recommendation  was  to  the  effect 
that  a  fee  concession  of  15  per  cent,  should  be  granted.  The  previ¬ 
ous  rule  was  that  SO  per  cent,  of  the  Ezhavas  should  get  it  if  they 
are  poor  and  10  per  cent,  of  the  Nairs  will  also  get  that  concession 
provided  they  are  poor.  It  was  sought  to  be  changed  by  the  board 
reducing  the  per  centage  to  15  per  cent,  and  7jper  cent,  to  Ezhavas 
and  Nairs  respectively.  When  the  recommendation  came  to  the 
Government—  I  do  not  know  how  they  did  it— they  made  no  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  Ezhava  and  the  Nair.  The  difference  was  wiped 
off.  They  reduced  the  concession  to  7J  per  cent,  for  both.  Sir,  I 
submit  that  is  very  hard  A  difference  was  sought  to  be  maintained 
by  the  Advisory  Board  between  these  communities.  But  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  abolished  that  difference.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  got 
any  new  figures  on  the  matter  of  literacy.  We  proceeded  on  the 
basis  of  figures  of  the  last  Census.  If  that  were  the  procedure 
adopted  by  the  Government  there  is  no  reason  for  Government 
making  a  change.  If  according  to  the  future  census  the  percentage 
of  literacy  changes  and  a  deserving  class  is  promoted,  to  the  cadre  of 
h  forward  class,  then  I  can  understand  it.  I  should  be  glad  to  share 
the  credit  of  the  promotion  if  the  class  be  mine,  The  fact  is  that 
the  Government  are  not  in  possession  of  any  such  figures  as  will 
warrant  a  change. 

There  is  yet  a  more  unkind  or  rather  the  unkind  cut.  The  prin¬ 
ciple  of  communal  representations  has  been  adopted  in  that  matter- 
Ezhava  is  classed  with  a  number  of  communities,  such  as  the 
Vellala,  Kshatriya,  Ambalavasi,  etc.,  as  “  other  classes."  There  is 
separate  representation  in  this  matter  for  Brahmins,  Nairs  and 
Christians,  who  are  more  advanced  in  education.  What  is  more  the 
Yellalas,  Kshatriyas  and  Ambalavasis,  &c.,  who  are  also  more 
advanced  in  education  are  clubbed  with  backward  Ezhavas.  More 
of  their  children  will  be  studying  in  schools  and  the  Ezhavas  cannot 
therefore  get  the  benefit  of  fee  concession.  Mr.  Kottur  Kunju- 
krishna  Pillai’s  community,  the  Brahmin  and  the  Christian  commu¬ 
nities  and  others  alone  will  enj  >y  that  concession  whereas  that  con« 
cession  is  practically  denied  to  the  Ezhava. 

President :  The  time  is  up. 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  (Ag,  Director  of  Public  Instruction)  '• 
Sir,  so  much  has  been  said  about  the  Educational  improvements 
and  there  is  little  time  to  reply  to  all  the  points  raised.  I  am 
thankful  for  all  the  valuable  suggestions  put  forward  by  the 
members  and  such  pf  them  as  have  been  already  taken  up  will  be 
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expedited  and  others  that  require  consideration  will  be  given  due 
consideration.  '  . 

The  pleas  on  behalf  of  the  Mahomedan  community  have  been 
advanced  by  the  honourable  members  concerned  with  a  certain 
amount  of  feeling  apparently  owing  to  some  misapprehension  that 
exists  in  the  minds  of  these  members  and  on  the  basis  of  some 
erroneous  calculations.  I  hope  that  they  will  be  satisfied,  presently 
after  hearing  me.  I  would  say,  Sir,  that  the  Mahomedan  com¬ 
munity  has  been  given  some  special  privileges  in  the  p~st  and  that 
these  are  being  given  even  now.  The  fee  concession  is  intended 
to  all  those  who  are  poor.  I  have  had  some  experience  of  Maho¬ 
medan  students  who  actually  felt  that  they  were  not  doing  the 
right  thing  by  enjoying  such  concession.  Under  the  rules  framed 
by  Government,  it  was  not  possible  to  collect  full  fees  frem  them. 
People  who  pay  a  tax  on  incomes  exceeding  Its.  5,0  JO  were  enjoy¬ 
ing  that  concession.  We  know,  Sir,  that  sons  of  high  paid  officers 
in  this  State  have  been  enjoying  that  concession  much  against 
their  wish.  The  change  that  Government  havi  now  made  is  that 
poverty  shall  be  the  criterion  for  such  aid.  I  am  sure  this  prin¬ 
ciple  is  not  going  to  work  that  degree  of  hardship  which  it  has 
been  urged  it  will.  A  poverty  certificate  need  not  be  secured  only 
from  a  Tahsildar.  Any  member  of  this  House  or  of  the  other 
House  is  competent  to  give  that  certificate  and  that  will  certainly 
be  honoured.  ' 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  Should  not  that  certificate 
be  verifi  d  ? 

Dr.  K  L.  Moudgilt  =  Certificate  of  poverty  produced  from 
these  persons  will  be  honoured.  A  retired  officer  who  was  at 
one  time  a  Gazetted  officer  is  eligible  1  o  give  a  poverty  certificate. 
It  is  also  provided  that  persons  of  recognised  standing  can  give 
that  certificate. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  Is  that  certificate  final? 

Dr.  K.  L.  MoudgiM  :  Each  certificate  for  poverty  will  be 
judged  on  tho  merits.  Ifjou  begin  to  lay  down  restrictions  on 
the  basis  of  payment  of  tax,  then  only  the  question  of  verification 
by  proverticars  arises.  Jf  it  is  a  certificate  issued  by  him,  then 
only  verification  comes  in.  ( Hear ,  hear) :  The  getting  of  a  poverty 
certificate  is  a  simple  matter  and  should  be  no  impediment  in 
deserving  cases. 

In  quoting  the  Statham  Report,  the  members  have  overlooked 
one  serious  fact.  The  figures  in  that  report  related  to  the  year 
1107.  A  substantial  progress  has  been  made  by  the  Muslim. 
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community  since  that  time.  The  number  of  Muslims  undergoing 
educa'ion  during  the  year  1107  was  about  21,000  as  against  31,000 
in  1111.  There  is  an  appreciable  further  increase  in  that  direction 
for  the"  year  1112-  The  percentages  quoted  by  Messrs.  Abdur 
Rahiraan  and  Mahomed  Ismail  are  all  old  figures.  It  is  well  known 
that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  disparity  in  regard  to  _  the  figures  in 
respect  of  males  and  females  undergoing  education  in  the  Muslim 
community.  So  far  as  muslim  girls  are  concerned,  they  are  going 
to  enjoy  a  full  fee  concession,  without  any  percentage  restriction, 
provided  that  they  are  poor.  In  regard  to  the  backwardness  of 
educa  ion  among  the  Muslim  girls,  the  department  is  taking  special 
measures  during  the  past  two  or  three  years  to  cure  such  defects. 
I  may  also  say  that  the  suggestions  put  forward  by  Mr.  Abdur 
Rahiman  and  Mr.  Ismail  will  also  be  considered.  Their  misappre¬ 
hension  was  built  on  inaccurate  data. 

Adverse  opinions  have  been  expressed  and  some  members 
opined  that  colleges  arc  not  doing  any  good  at  all  and  therefore 
retrenchment  should  be  effected  in  collegiate  education.  I  may  say 
in  this  connection,  that,  progressively  expenditure  on  collegiate 
education  is  gradually  going  down  and  that  expenditure  on  primary 
education  is  going  up.  I  am  surprised  at  the  opinion  that  was 
seriously  put  forward  ihat  colleges  should  be  closed,  that  there  is 
no  scope  for  a  University  and  that  by  doing  so  Vernacular  Education 
would  be  improved.  Is  it  to  create  more  literacy  according  to  the 
present  system  of  education?  No  one  will  endorse  that  view. 
Along  wnh  the  improvement  of  primary  education  there  is  also 
the  demand  that  our  education  should  have  a  new  orientation. 
Where  is  that  orientation  to  come  from,  unless  it  is  '.o  come  from 
an  improved  system  of  higher  education. 

Then  I  turn  to  the  vocational  aspects.  Government  have  been 
devoting  special  attention  to  vocational  bias  in  education.  It  may 
be  said  that  for  introducing  a  vocational  bias  in  our  schools  we  do 
not  want  a  University.  May  I  invite  the  attention  of  the  honour¬ 
able  members  to  the  fact  that,  so  far  as  University  education  is 
concerned,  rightly  or  wroDgly,  it  has  come  to  be  like  a  hall  mark 
on  a  man’s  education.  When  we  examine  University  education, 
we  have  at  present  purely  literary  course.  Everywhere  in  second¬ 
ary  schools  pupils  do  not  take  to  vocational  training  because  it 
dees  not  lead  to  the  University  courses  of  instruction,  fro  it  is 
very  necessary  i  hat  we  should  make  provision  for  such  courses  in 
the  University  itself  because  if  no  such  instruction  is  given  to  the 
students  in  the  course  of  the  College  education,  pupils  will  not  take 
up  such  subjects  in  schools  even  if  they  are  offered, 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  :  Sir,  1  rise  to  a  point-  of  order.  The 
member  is  talking  about  the  University. 
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Dr-  K.  L.  Moudgill :  I  am  talking  about  the  revision  of 
secondary  education.  In  order  that  vocational  bias  may  be  given 
to  secondary  education  in  the  new  orientation  of  education,  it  is 
very  necessary  that  we  should  revise  the  education  at  the  top  also. 
I  am  grateful  to  the  honourable  member  opposite  who  has  spoken 
about  this  question  and  I  shall  not  deal  with  it  further. 

The  position  of  the  grant-in  aid  schools  and  private  schools 
has  come  in  for  a  considerable  amount  of  criticism-  One  of  the 
subjects  of  complaint  is  with  regard  to  the  examination  results 
of  Government  schools  and  private  schools.  I  have  admitted  in 
another  place  that  the  results  in  the  Government  schools  are  not 
sis  good  as  they  are  in  private  schools.  But  at  the  same  time  we 
have  to  remember  a  number  of  facts  which  may  bring  about  this 
disparity  in  results.  Government  institutions  are  open  to  all  com¬ 
munities  in  the  State.  The  same  may  be  said  theoretically  of  pri¬ 
vate  institutions  also,  but  if  you  examine  the  admissions  made,  it 
will  be  s?en  that  there  is  a  certain  degree  of  selection  open  to  the 
private  shools  which  the  Government  schools  cannot  enjoy.  There¬ 
fore  it  is  not  fair  to  compare  the  results  pure'y  on  mathematical 
data. 

Mr.  K.  K,  Kuruvilla  ( Matelikara  and  TirwaUa  cum  Pat- 
tanamtitta) :  But  what  about  schools  where  there  are  no  Govern¬ 
ment  schools.  ? 

Dr.  K.  L.  Moudgill  :  In  Government  schools  ihe  strength 
is  very  much  larger  than  in  private  schools.  Mr.  Kuruvilla  had 
mentiond  that  there  are  42  Government  English  schools  and  240 
private  English  schools.  But  when  we  look  at  the  number  of 
schools  we  should  also  look  at  the  strength  of  these  schools. 
Whereas  there  are  some  16,000  students  in  42  Government  schools, 
there  are  only  43,000  students  in  240  private  schools,  the  average 
strength  being  nearly  400  in  Government  schoo's  and  180  in  pri¬ 
vate  schoo's.  That  is  an  important  fact  that  has  to  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

Transfers  are  inevitable.  If  transfers  were  not  to  be  effected 
it  would  lead  to  a  number  of  hardships  which  the  honourable 
members  of  this  House  will  not  be  slow  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
Government.  Every  effort  is  made  to  avoid  excessive  transfers. 

I  submit  that  examination  results  are  not  the  only  criterion  by 
which  the  work  of  a  school  has  to  be  determined.  I  would  have 
given  figures  from  private  schools  to  cap  the  low  figures  of  passes 
in  Government  Schools  that  have  been  given  by  Mr.  Karayana 
Aiyar.  But  it  is  not  in  my  interest  to  obtain  merely  an  advantage 
in  the  debate.  Even  as  there  are  low  figures  in  Government  schools, 
s.o  there  are  low  figures  in  private  schools-  In  priyate  schools  there 
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are  certain  facilities  which  cannot  be  found  in  Government  schools. 
In  making  this  observation  I  do  not  in  any  way  minimise  the  signi¬ 
ficance  of  the  results.  I  wish  to  assure  this  House,  as  I  said  in 
another  place,  that  the  Department  has  been  taking  action  in  regard 
to  those  schools  where  the  results  are  poor.  It  is  not  open  to  me  to 
say  what  action  has  been  taken  in  specific  cases  since  the  action  that 
has  been  taken  is  confidential.  Honourable  members  will  accept 
my  assurance  that  explanations  have  been  called  for.  liesults  have 
been  reviewed  in  regard  to  the  percentage  of  passes  in  different 
subjects  and  explanations  have  been  called  for  from  the  teachers 
responsible  for  teaching  those  subjects.  Warnings  have  been  given 
to  the  teachers  that  in  the  matter  of  judging  their  efficiency,  the 
examination  results  in  different  subjects  will  be  given  due  considera¬ 
tion  and  will  be  taken  special  notice  of. 

Now,  Sir,  I  turn  to  the  question  of  grant-in-aid. 

President :  The  honourable  member  has  four  minutes 

more. 

Dr.  K-  L.  Moudgili :  Mr.  Kuruvilla  had  suggested  that 
Government  schools  should  be  transferred  to  managements  of  pri¬ 
vate  schools.  Sir,  theoretically  speakmg  that  demand  may  be  said 
to  be  a  logical  one.  But  is  that  demand  made  consistent  with  the 
prevailing  conditions  in  the  country?  Would  that  demand  find 
endorsement  nil  over  the  country?  When  applications  for  new 
schools  are  made  on  the  basis  of  communities,  when  people  belong¬ 
ing  to  one  community  say  that  because  they  are  members  of  a  parti¬ 
cular  community,  their  children  cannot  be  admitted  in  any  other 
school.  They  want  a  separate  school ;  or  a  Government  school. 
When  all  these  difficulties  are  daily  brought  to  the  notice  not  only 
of  the  Government  and  of  the  Department,  but  of  the  honourable 
members  of  this  House,  is  it  feasible  for  us  to  say  that  such  a 
change  should  ha  made?  Of  course,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  financial 
gain  if  these  institutions  were  handed  over  to  private  managers, 
But  may  I  ask  the  honourable  member  if  he  can  come  forward  with 
the  name  of  a  management  whose  bona-f  ides  would  be  acceptable 
to  everybody.  Everybody  can  make  general  remarks,  but  when  we 
come  to  particulars  then  only  we  find  the  practical  difficulty  in 
putting  them  into  effect.  That  circumstance  cannot  be  ignored  and 
it  will  be  readily  conceded  that  that  proposition  cannot  be  lightly 
entered  into  by  Government. 

Mr.  Kuruvilla  gave  some  figures  in  the  matter  of  contribution 
of  grants  which  were  rather  startling.  But  I  think  these  figures 
require  some  review  and  revision.  He  men  tioned  that  there  are  42 
Government  English  schools  and  240  private  English  schools  and 
that  the  amount  of  money  spent  on  a  private  school  is  Its.  175 
whereas  it  amounts  to  Ks  8,450  in  the  case  of  Government  schools, 
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But  then  there  is  another  criterion  that  has  to  be  applied.  While 
the  number  of  private  schools  is  240,  actually  only  76  schools  get 
aid.  The  grant  which  has  been  avt  rased  for  240  schools  is  really 
distributed  to  76  schools.  Why  is  it  that  the  Department  does  not 
give  the  grant  to  the  other  schools?  It  is  because,  as  Mr.  Ivuruvilla 
remarked,”  we  give  aid  on  the  basis  of  deficiency.  These  schools 
have  no  deficit  to  show  or  do  not  require  any  grant.  There  is  one 
other  fact  also.  It  is  not  by  way  of  grant-in-aid  alone  that  Govern¬ 
ment  gives  help  to  private  schools.  There  is  what  is  called  the  fee- 
concession  grant.  That  is  an  expenditure  to  Government  so  far  as 
the  private  institutions  are  concerned.  In  addition  to  the  grant  of 
Rs.  42,000  wich  was  referred  to  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Kura  villa,  there  is  the  figure  of  about  Its.  1,10,000  which  Govern¬ 
ment  gives  by  way  of  fee-concession  grant,  So  the  figures,  appal¬ 
ling  as  they  are  made  to  appear  at  first  sight,  are  not  really  so  when 
we  go  into  the  details. 

bow,  I  would  lefer  to  the  proposal  of  opening  Municipal 
schools.  That  is  a  very  large  subject.  Some  figures  which  I  can 
quote,  1  would  show  that  the  position  in  this  State  is  rather  different 
from  those  elsewhere.  In  this  Slate  the  entire  expenditure  for 
education,  is  borne  by  Government  tilone.  Rs.  49  lakhs  spent  on 
that  account  is  not  a  small  amount.  Now  take  the  case  of  Mysore 
State.  Whereas  they  spend  Ks.  51  lakhs  from  Government  funds 
Rs.  6^  lakhs  comes  from  local  funds.  So  far  as  Madras  is  concerned 
the  help  from  local  funds  is  even  greater.  Government  spend  Rs. 
137  lakhs  while  local  funds  contribute  Rs.  53^  lakhs.  Municipal 
schools  would  indeed  be  a  blessing.  But  I  think  local  funds  must 
be  harnessed  and  local  effort  must  be  tapped. 

The  question  that  a  sum  of  Rs.  48,42,680  under  Demand  III 
Education  Department  excluding  Travancore  University  and  all 
India  Oriental  Conference  be  granted  was  put  to  vote  and  carried. 

The  grant  was  made. 

DEMAND  IV— TRAVANCORE  UNIVERSITY,  ALL 
INDIA  ORIENTAL  CONFERENCE  AND  UPLIFT 
OF  BACKWARD  COMMUNITIES. 

Mr.  C.  V.  Chandrasekharan  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  move  for  a 
grant  not  exceeding  Rs.  1,08,790  under  Demand  IV — Travancore 
University,  All  India  Oriental  Conference  and  Uplift  of  Backward 
Communities. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  ( Karmaga * 
pails,  Rartikapalli  and  Ambalapuzha  cum  Sherlala )  :  Sir,  I  op¬ 
pose  the  demand.  In  opposing  the  demand  I  wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Honse  to  the  extreme  impropriety  and  unwisdom 
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of  starting  a  University  now  at  this  juncture.  So  far  as  the  Orien¬ 
tal  Conference  is  concerned,  there  is  no  harm  done  by  it.  Incidentiy 
we  get  an  advertisement  in  cultural  circles  and  the  sum  involved  ig 
not  very  big  either.  We  know  where  we  start  and  what  we  do- 
But  as  regards  the  University,  we  are  taking  a  leap  in  the  dark. 
Nobody  knows  anything  clearly  about  it.  From  the  conversations 
and  explanations  I  have  had — not  only  from  the  explanation  green  by 
such  officials  as  the  able  Director  of  Public  Instruction  but  also  non¬ 
official  exponents  of  the  Government  creed  as  Mr.  Kottoor  Kunju- 
krishna  Pillai  -I  could  not  get  any  clear  information  about  the 
University.  This  is  not  the  way ,  I  again  repeat  it,  that  a  respon¬ 
sible  Legislature  has  to  be  approached  with  a  demand.  Nothing 
has  been  told  regarding  the  expenditure 'involved  in  the  scheme. 
When  we  ask  about  the  probable  cost  of  the  University  we  are  told 
that  we  want  a  small  allowance  of  about  Ks.  80,000  to  make  certain 
structural  alterations  ;  a  window  here  and  a  screen  there.  Then, 
they  say,  we  shall  get  a  University.  That  is  the  idea  now  of 
the  Government.  Even  in  the  matter  of  transporting  one  Col¬ 
lege  from  one  place  to  another,  the  Madras  Christian  College,  from 
the  crowded  city  to  the  suburbs,  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  in  spite 
of  the  Governmental  grant  of  200  acres  of  land  ‘it  cost  3  several 
lakhs  of  rupees  to  the  management.  The  University  is  still  in  the 
nebulous  condition,  passing  through  the  mind  of  the  Director  of 
Public  Instruction  or  of  the  Government,  I  do  not  know  whose.  If 
the  Government  have  to  effect  a  change  how  many  lakhs  of  rupees 
would  it  cost  to  the  tax  payer  ?  Whether  it  is  advisable  at  this 
juncture  to  start  k  University,  whether  there  is  infra  dig  to  go  to 
Madras  or  to  any  other  provincial  centre  for  education  we  have  to 
consider  with  anxiety  and  earnestness.  As  regards  culture,  educa¬ 
tion  or  anything  that  embellishes  mind  or  spirit  we  h..ve  never  been 
provincial.  Down  from  historical  times,  I  do  not  want  to  go  to 
ancient  History,  the  palmy  days  of  Toxila,  Benares  or  Patna.  1 
do  not  want  to  refer  to  the  Medieval  Universities  of  Europe  which 
attracted  scholars  from  all  countries.  Even  in  our  own  time  we  had 
never  provincial  feelings  with  regard  to  education.  Especially  on 
the  eve  of  federation,  when  our  men  have  to  show  that  tliev  are 
equal  to  the  Tamilian  and  the  Andhra  it  is  really  not  undesirable 
that  our  children  should  be  getting  opportunities  to  show  their 
talents,  to  show  their  equality  with,  or  superiority  to  the  Tamilian 
or  Andhra.  We  are  unable  to  know  the  contents  of  the  University. 
We  do  not  know  what  quality  the  University  has  in  view  we  do 
not  know  how  Travancore  University  is  going  to  train  and  in  what 
manner  it  is  going  to  be  different  from  other  Universities.  If  it  i8 
going  to  be  different  from  other  Universities  then  I  should  think 


DEMAND  IV-  TRAVANCORE  UNIVERSITY,  ALL  INDIA  ORIENTAL  26i 
CONFERENCE  AND  UPLIFT  OF  BACKWARD  COMMUNITIES. 

would  be  mischievous  and  if  it'  is  going  to  be  like  others  then  it 
would  be  superfluous.  In  either  case  a  university  would  be  fraught 
with  great  dangers  to  the  future  will  being  of  the  higher  education 
of  this  country.  When  Government  bring  forward  such  a  proposal  it 
is  not  unusual  to  get  for  the  Government — it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at — a  few  supporters  for  them.  But  for  people  who  come  to  this 
House  with  a  sense  of  responsibility  it  would  be  difficult  to  lend  one’s 
support  to  a  scheme  which  is  not  well-conceived.  I  have  been  hearing 
my  Punjabi  friend  talking  about  the  hall  mark  of  culture,  world  cul¬ 
ture  and  so  on  reminiscent  of  the  usual  peroration  at  the  fag  end  of 
convocation  addresses.  But  my  honourable  friend  did  not  choose 
to  say  in  what  way  or  form  the  University  is  to  he  ushered.  I  do 
not  see  any  Bill  in  this  House  for  the  purpose  of  formation  of  a 
University.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Government  takes  the 
University  to  be  like  a  weaving  school  or  a  carpentry  school.  If 
Government  are  earnest  in  the  matter  of  gauging  or  understanding 
public  opinion  of  this  country,  I  am  sure,  Government  will  come 
forward  with  a  very  definite  proposal,  in  the  form  of  a  University 
Bill. 

Mr.  M-  S. .  Anirudhan  :  May  I  know  whether  he  is  op¬ 
posed  to  the  idea  of  a  University  ? 

President :  Obviously. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi:  Not  at  all. 

I  am  not  opposed  to  the  idea  of  a  University.  But  a  University 
started  without  any  plan  I  am  certainly  opposed  to. 

I  have  to  raise  another  objection-  Elsewhere  I  find  that  the 
Government  used  the  august  name  of  His  Highness  the  Maharaja 
to  canvas  support  for  a  Governmental  measure,  I  protest  against 
it.  The  name  of  His  Highness  the  Maharaja  should  never  be  drag- 
.  ged  into . 

President  :  The  honourable  member  is  dragging  in  the 
name  of  His  Highness  the  Maharaja  by  his  remarks.  ( Hear ,  hear.) 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  I  leave  it 
at  that. 

I  have  made  the  Government  understand  what  I  mean.  I 
think  Government  also  will  not  repeat  that  mistake. 

President :  The  honourable  member  is  entirely  wrong  in  his 
inference. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P,  Balakrishnan  Tampi:  lam  glad 
to  be  corrected. 

1  appeal  to  this  House  that  it  should  never  lend  their  support 
to  the  scheme.  Governments  may  come  and  Governments  may 
go.  But  especially  when  we  have  no  responsible  Government,  this 
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House  should  never  lend  its  support  to  this  measure  merely  to 
humour  the  fancies  of  ono  particular  Government.  I  request  that 
the  honourable  members  must  think  twice  before  they  give  their 
support.  It  is  a  question  affecting  more  than  4000  young  men  of 
this  land  of  today ;  and  many  more  of  the  future.  Have  we  consulted 
4000  guardians  regarding  the  future  of  their  wards.  If  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  can  force  a  University  upon  us,  they  cannot  force  us  to 
send  our  children  to  the  University.  One  can  lead  a  hores  to  water 
but  twenty  cannot  make  him  drink-  I  say  that  there  will  be  pro- 
tes  s  throughout  the  land  against  this  University  and  there  will  be 
wide-spread  agitation.  With  these  words,  I  oppose  the  scheme. 

Mr-  M.  Govindan  :  Sir,  again  I  am  having  the  misfortune 
to  differ  from  my  learned  friend  -who  has  just  spoken  with  regard 
to  the  University  Scheme.  It  seems  that  my  friend  is  so  fond  of 
beautifully  turned  phrases  that  I  find  myself  at  times  very  difficult 
to  follow  him  and  find  out  what  his  real  objection  is  with  regard  to 
the  starting  of  a  University  in  Travancore.  So  far  as  I  could 
gather,  his  objection  is  that  the  proposal  is  vague  and  parochial. 
I  hope  that  I  have  summed  up  his  objections  correctly. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P-  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  No. 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  :  I  think  I  have,  My  friend  says  that 
the  scheme  is -vague.  But  what  I  state  is  that  when  the  University 
comes  into  being  if  is  going  to  be  a  concrete  realisation  of  the  idea- 
Now  the  scheme  is  not  before  as  in  all  its  definiteness.  When  the 
idea  materialises  it  will  be  a  definite  one.  And  I  may  also  say  it  is 
going  to  be  more  than  definite.  It  is  going  to  be  concrete.  Sol 
submit  that  the  first  objection  about  vagueness  falls  to  the  ground- 

The  next  objection  is  that  as  we  are  going  to  rub  shoulders 
with  the  people  outside  our  State  when  the  Federation  comes  the 
idea  of  a  separate  University  for  us  is  a  parochial  one.  I  ask  my 
friend  whether  he  has  studied  the  local  conditions  elsewhere  to  find 
out  how  much  territorial  area  is  necessary  for  a  University.  Is  not 
Travancore  enough  ground  for  a  University.  We  are  not  going  to 
shut  out  students  from  outside  so  far  as  I  can  understand.  We 
are  going  to  conduct  the  University  in  a  manner  attractive  enough 
to  invite  students  from  all  parts  of  our  State  and  even  from  the 
other  side  of  the  ghats-  Everything  depends  on  the  manner  in 
which  the  University  is  conducted. 

.  Everybody  is  talking  about  giving  a  practical  turn  to  education 
by  investing  it  v.th  a  vocational  bias.  But  nobody  seems  to  relish 
the  idea  of  trymgit.  What  I  ask  is  why  not  make  the -attempt. 
Travancore  is  said  to  be  in  the  forefront  of  educated  India.  Then 
why  should  we  not  be  the  first  in  the  field  to  rrake  an  attempt  at 
this  educational  innovation.  If  we  succeed,  then  there- is  no  reason 
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why  we  should  not  venture.  If  the  education  imparted  in  the 
University  is  of  proved  value  then  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will 
attract  students  from  outside  even  from  such  educational  centres  fts 
Calcutta,  Madras  and  Bombay  to  where  we  are  now  sending  our 
children  for  higher  education.  So,  why  should  there  be  am  assump-' 
tion  that  we  are  only  going  to  have  one  window  there  and  another 
little  building  here  for  a  University.  Why  should  Mr.  Balakrishnan 
Tampi  apprehend  that  our  Colleges  will  have  to  be  shifted  to  a 
central  place  in  order  to  have  a  University.  Colleges  may  be  spread 
all  over  the  Statei  and  yet  I  say.  we  can  have  a  University.  My 
friend  was  talking  that  the  Christian  College  at  Madras  was  shifted 
at  an  enormous  cost  to  a  central  place  in  the  city.  Here  Trivandrum 
itself  is  a  good  educational  centre.  We  have  got  so  many  colleges  at 
present,  perhaps  a  few  more  may  be  necessary.  That  will  come  in 
course  of  time.  My  own  impression  is  that  there  is  no  real-objection 
at  all  to  this  University  idea.  But  all  the  same  I  am  not  going  to 
support  the  Demand  but  I  oppose  it  as  there  is  attached  to  the 
Demand  for  University  another  item  that  is  for  the  Protector  of 
Backward  Classes. 

Sir,  the  backward  class  is  hard  hit  again  by  means  of  the 
innovation  in  the  rules  regarding  fee  concessions.  By  reading  the 
first  four  rales  it  would  appear  that  full  fee  concession  is  intended 
to  be  given  to  the  pupils  of  backward  communities.  Everybody 
would  see  that  the  rules  framed  are  very  difficult  and  intricate  and 
I  find  that  the  full  Bee  concession  promised  in  rale  2  is  taken  away 
in  rule  1 1  which  says  that  the  fee  concession  granted  to  pupils  of 
backward  communities  comprised  in  rule  2,  3  and  4  above  is  subject 
to  conditions . >'  Thatds  hard.  Then  again ‘‘full  fee  con¬ 

cession  and  half  fee  concession  is  intended  to  be  given  to  the  com¬ 
munities  with  less  than  25  literates  in  English  per  ten  thousand  of 
populafion-” 

President :  The  honourable  member  has  only  3  minutes 
more. 

Mr.  M.  Qovindan  =  This  is  what  Rule  11  says;  ‘‘The 
fee  concession  granted  to  pupils  of  the  communities  comprised  i- 
Rules  2,  3  and  4  above  are  subject  to  the  condition  that  the  number 
of  pupils  enjoiug  such  concession  in  the  Preparatory,  or  the  Middle 
or  the  High  School  section  in  English  Schools  or  the  High  or  the 
Middle  School  section  in  Vernacular  Schools  shall  not  exceed  15  pur 
cent,  of  he  strength  of  the  particular  communal  divi  ion  to.  which 
the  pupils  belong  in  that  section,  any  fraction  less  than  one  being 
rounded  into  one.’’  I  submit,  Sir,  this  is  a  retrenchment  to  the 
concession  already  granted  to  the  pupils  of  certain  backward  com¬ 
munities.  But  Government  does  not  perhaps  actually  in  tend.,  this,. 
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In  fact,  it  has  not  been  the  recommendation  of  the  Advisory 

Dr-  K.  L.  Moudgill :  Sir,  may  I  say  that  the  information  is 
not  correct  ?i  ......  ' 

Mr.  M.  Qovindan  :  Which  is  the  mtormation  that  my 
honourable  friend  says  is  not  correct? 

President :  The  honourable  member  will  please  proceed. 

Mr-  M.  Qovindan  :  Sir,  these  rules  were  published  in  the 
Gazette  dated  the  20th  July  1937.  I  am  only  giving  Rule  No.  2 
along  with  Rule  No.  11  to  impress  upon  the  House  that  only  15  per 
cent,  of  the  total  strength  of  the  community  in  the  class  is  benefited. 
Sir,  I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  provisions  of  the  rules  ns  they  hit 
hard  on  the  pupils  of  the  backward  communities.  1  know  that  the 
present  Director  of  Education  did  not  recommend  it.  But  this  is  a 
rule  passed  by  the  Government. 

President :  Order,  Order.  Considering  the  limited  time  at 
our  disposal  for  this  Demand  and  considering  the  fact  that  there  are 
many  other  members  also  who  want  to  speak,  each  member  should 
take  only  5  minutes  to  speak  on  the  Demand. 

Mr.  Q-  Narayana  Aiyar :  Sir,  I  support  the  Demand. 
That  there  is  urgent  need  for  a  thorough  overhauling  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  educational  system  has  been  will  recognised  by  eminent  men. 
So  long  as  we  are  dependent  on  a  foreign  University  such  a  change 
may  not  be  easily  possible.  The  idea  of  having  a  separate  Univer¬ 
sity  for  Travancore  has  been  established  long  ago-  The  idea  of 
starting  a  University  here  emanated  from  the  recognition  of  the 
fact  that  the  present  system  of  education  was  deficient  in  many  res¬ 
pects.  Almost  all  provincial  Governments  as  well  as  educationists 
have  declared  that  the  system  of  education  obtaining  in  different 
provinces  is  defective  and  have  to  be  changed.  Even  the  Imperial 
Government  had  to  get  down  experts  from  outside  for  considering 
the  question  of  reorganising  the  system  of  education.  In  several 
convocation  addresses  also  suggestions  are  being  made  for  bringing 
about  feasible  changes  in  educational  systems. 

The  present  system  of  education  that  we  have  got  makes  us 
dependent  on  outside  agencies.  We  are  forced  to  send  our  young 
men  outside  to  get  degrees  and  diplomas  in  various  technical  studies. 
And  these  outside  agencies  are  not  always  encouraging  our  young 
students.  For  instance  the  Medical  College  at  Madras  has  put  a 
serious  restriction  in  the  matter  of  admitting  our  students.  So  is  the 
case  of  the  Engineering  Colleges,  the  Forest  College,  Agricultural 
College  and  other  technical  colleges  so  far  as  the  question  of  admit¬ 
ting  our  students  are  concerned. 
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Though  Travancore  occupies  the  front  rank  fin  the  matter  of 
education;  it  is  not  independent  and  cannot  stand  upon  its  own  legs 
so  far  as  Education  is  concerned.  Therefore  it  is  high  time  for  us 
to  have  a  University  for  ourselves  to  meet  our  special  needs  in  the 
matter.  So  long  as  Travancore  remains  as  one  of  the  progressive 
States  why  not  make  it  lead  other  States  in  the  matter  of  educa¬ 
tional  innovation.  Sir,  I  am  glad  to  submit  that  the  intelligent  and 
exhaustive  exposition  of  the  subject  given  by  Mr.  C.  V.  Chandra- 
sekharan  delivered  elsewhere  regarding  the  scheme  will  satisfy  the 
critics  who  complain  i  hut  they  are  being  left  in  the  dark  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  necessity  as  vrell  as  the  details  of  the  University.  From 
that  learned  speech  of  the  Special  Officer  it  will  be  seen  that  the're' 
are  valid  reasons  for  starting  a  University. 

Sir,  coming  to  the  question  of  the  University  proper,  I  suggest 
that  it  should  have  its  own  distinct  advantages  over  other  Univer¬ 
sities.  We  are  fully  confident  in  your  capacity  that  i:  will  be  star¬ 
ted  in  a  very  efficient  manner.  What  I  submit  is  that  it  should  be 
begun  on  a  very  sound  and  strong  financial  basis  able  to  withstand 
all  set-backs  in  future.  The  University  should  also  serve  as  an  effe¬ 
ctive  instrument  for  allaying  the  communal  tension  and  must  be 
above  it.  I  would  request  the  Government  to  pay  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  see  that  the  graduates  and  diploma  holders  of  our  University 
are  recognised  not  only  throughout  the  whole  of  India,  but  through¬ 
out  the  western  countries  also  where  our  diploma  holders  will  have 
to  go  for  higher  studies.  Sir,  there  are  some  Universities  which 
are  not  recognised  in  western  countries  and  the  students  who  pass 
out  of  those  Universities  experience  much  difficulty  to  get  themsel¬ 
ves  admitted  in  western  Universities  for  higher  studies.  I  would 
also  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  that  before  beginning 
the  University  they  must  also  take  in  hand  the  work  of  industriali¬ 
sation  of  the  State,  so  that  they  can  avert  the  problem  of  educated 
unemployment  in  future.  Side  by  side  with  the  t  abling  of  stu¬ 
dents  in  technological  courses,  industries  .should  also  be  started 
where  these  young  men  could  get  practical  training.  I  hope  that 
Government  will  take  that  also  under  their  consideration.  Although 
we  are  not  supplied  with  the  details  of  the  scheme  we  have  more  or 
less  been  convinced  of  its  possibilities  by  the  learned  speech  of  the 
University  Special  Officer.  He  has  also  assured  us  that  there  is 
sufficient  time  to  work  up  all  the  details  and  even  a  bill  may  be 
brought  up  to  evolve  the  details  of  the  scheme,  and  by  suitable 
amendments  any  modifications  or  additions  can  be  made  in  the  ori¬ 
ginal  scheme.  For  all  these  things  there  is  sufficient  time. 

Sir,  I  would  submit  one  more  fact  for  the  consideration  of 
Government.  In  the  University  carricula  Sanskrit  should  be  given 
a  distinct  and  prominent  place,  Sanskrit  is  the  key  to  Indian  culture 
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Study  o£  Sanskrit  must  be  made  compulsory  in  all  classes.  It 
is  the  lauo-uao-e  of  gods.  Ail  the  ancient  books  are  in  Sanskrit. 
Due  place°should  be  given  to  classics  in  Sanskrit.  There  are  exhaus¬ 
tive  original  scientific  treatises  on  astrology,  astronomy,  anatomy, 
medicine,  hygiene  etc.  With  these  few  remarks  1  resume  my  seat. 

Mr.  Haji  Hussan  \ akoob  Sait  ( Commerce  and  Industry , 
north) :  *  uuri>,  fflro(|j<h®mro®ca  (sroao&aflsMcno.  «jT|Raan'B>Ooi®rfl<o6 
qsb  mxhcnAaJooooai  aunoaJl«nao»cmjB®i8jo«n  co3<flS  oTleafaDoaocl 
cBasaiffltfl  QJl(Beoo65es>a  (BX©{©mn.a«o®m»n(Dld)SQJoal)  cruoallcssrmraa 
600°.  aHg)o@jO(njailo33  &'<airol®6  aoaQjsis  <oog|jo  (gm^tmanaocm  a«a  ad] 
ejfflKD  ^joail.Ojpgosnsfflflejo  (gjOLcalAQalajo^Joaun  odltbsmcrullrmao 
£asT!  s3co6Be^.®s  goscoilroi  enjOcemtofroJo  aiiiad'lg-pScestffiriejg)  tmtxwpaj 
cgjao6rR>u.  ooizEjas  mxbmaj&Joooomcea  aoo,  rooaj65egl(o6  .sa-josmejjojo 
flrrsocoiAOfflcyo  mHaGlcfiafflamo  aaaab  aBooJcrdlceacno,  oi*lsj3|janmoj1 
najcoimcTirab  olkcmocSiao  colrcs&cscacno  mxssooQicaaoAcfla  coaisxsnmabokri 
odlcrroo  (^§<b><d6  (TU©3jcry«BB^o  <sif®cTD^m^6Si3ao  6)ajm)“«as>Ao§gE)  mo 
aj©s)SQ2)iscc»l®6  oH|)oi|jocn)ffl(SKn  (sroeltijaiflsig-j^ccTrojsmo . 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  ( Parur ,  Kunnathunad  and  Muvattu- 
puzha  cum  Devicolam ) :  Sir,  the  idea  of  a  University  is  certainly 
charming  enough.  But  during  the  course  of  the  discussions  on  it 
I  several  questions  cropped  up  in  my  mind.  We  are  told  that  very 
many  evils  from  which  we  suffer  can  be  removed  with  the  help  of  a 
University.  Were  similar  evils  in  other  countries  removed  by 
Universities?  Are  there  Universities  started  with  similar  objects  as 
those  of  the  proposed  Travancore  University?  [t  would  be  very 
good  if  the  hopes  cherishpd  by  the  Government  were  realised.  In 
Travancore  the  remedies  prescribed  and  applied  are  very  often 
worse  than  the  diseases  themselves.  A  large  number  of  people  have 
got  fears  about  the  starting  of  a  University  in  Travancore,  They 
fear  that  the  hopes  of  the  Government  may  not  be  realised.  They 
fear  that  even  the  wisest  men  may  have  blind  spots  in  their  intellect. 
If  our  University  will  be  able  to  cure  all  over  ills,  other  countries 
are  sure  to  follow  our  example. 

Sir,  a  large  number  of  Travancore  students  study  outside  the 
State.  So  if  a  University  is  started,  special  attention  should  be 
paid  to  provide  accommodation  for  all  the  Travancoreans  who  are 
students  in  the  college  classes.  Facilities  for  education  in  North 
Travancore  are  scanty.  Therefore  a  large  number  of  high  schools 
and  middle  schools  also  will  have  to  be  opened  in  North  Travancore. 
For  that  purpose  suitable  concessions  should  be  given  to  private 
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agencies  in  the  matter  of  starting  schools,  recognition,  grants  etc. 
The  generality  of  people  in  Travancore  have  no  idea  as  to  what  our 
University  is  going  to  be  like.  They  have  fears  whether  it  will  be 
a  success.  Those  who  have  their  fears  about  the  proposed  Univer¬ 
sity  do  not  speak  it  out  owing  to  their  chappore  mentality  in  the 
story  told  in  the  Children’s  Encyclopaedia  in  English  and  in 
“(SjcniawoOsiciio  aejsacnffisoo”  in  Malayalam. 

Still  some  children  may  have  givein  expressions  to  it.  I  am 
not  speaking  against  the  idea  of  a  University  for  Travancore.  I 
am  only  afraid  that  if  it  does  not  fulfil  the  hopes  and  anticipations 
and  expectations  with  which  it  is  started  our  failure  would  be 
almost  irreparable  and  our  disappointment  will  be  very  sad  indeed. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  Sir,  I  support  the  demand. 
In  doing  so  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words.  Sir,  with  no  stretch  of 
human  imagination  I  can  understand  how  there  can  be  any  man  in 
Travancore  who  cannot  understand  the  advantages  derived  by  the 
establishment  of  a  University,  We  are  not  making  a  leap  in  the 
dark.  Any  enlightened  member  of  this  House  can  see  that  for  the 
education  of  our  children,  as  we  desire  them  to  be  educated,  a  Uni¬ 
versity  of  our  own  is  necessary.  As  for  the  question  of  time  *\  e., 
whether  it  is  the  proper  time  or  not,  to  start  a  University  my  sub¬ 
mission  is  that  we  have  been  only  too  late.  1  think  the  present  is 
the  most  opportune  time  to  start  a  University.  Sir,  with  regard  to 
the  fear  that  our  University  may  not  get  due  recognition  from  out¬ 
side,  let  us  drop  that  fear  springing  from  our  inferiority  complex. 
J.  hope  that  the  University  will  have  special  faculties  for  imparting 
physical  instruction  to  the  pupils  to  make  them  fit  citizens  of  the 
State.  With  these  words  I  heartily  support  the  scheme. 

Mr-  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  Sir,  my  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  who  is  not  now  in  his  seat  has  ap¬ 
pealed  to  this  House  to  feel  a  sense  of  responsibility  on  the  decision 
of  this  question.  I  am  glad  that  he  realises  the  absolute  necessity 
of  responsibility  in  an  important  question  of  this  magnitude  viz., 
the  question  of  starting  a  University  in  Travancore.  Sir,  he  had 
been  attacking  persons  who  were  advocating  the  idea  of  an  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Travancore  as  the  non-official  exponents  of  a  Governmental 
creed. 

The  Council  adjourned  for  lunch  at  1  p.  m..  and  reassembled  at 
2  p.  m.  with  the  President  in  the  Chair. 

MEMBER  SWORN. 

Yastuvidya  Kusala  C.  Balakrishna  Rao  was  Sworn  in. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  Sir,  my  friend 
Mr,  Balakrishnan  Tampi  was  saying  that  those  who  supported  the 
new  University  idea  were  exponents  of  the  governmental  creed-  I 
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do  not  believe  that  I  can  be  snuffed  out  of  existence  _  by  a  cynical 
phrase  like  that.  Do  not  look  into  the  source  from  which  particular 
creeds  emanate.  For  my  part,  I  do  not  do  that ;  I  look  into  the 
creed  and  judge  for  myself.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  a  misstate¬ 
ment  to  say  that  this  University  Scheme  is  a  governmental  creed. 
As  I  have  myself  pointed  out  on  another  occasion,  the  idea  of^a 
University  for  Travancore  emanated  from  the  non-official  benches 
composed  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  composed  of  gentle¬ 
men  at  least  as  much  representative  and  responsible  as  my  honour¬ 
able  friend  Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi.  It  was  they  that  put  forward 
the  idea  of  a  Travancore  University.  It  was  only  then  that  the 
Government  appointed  an  expert  committee  which,  after  careful 
enquiry,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  University  must  be  esta¬ 
blished,  and  that  it  must  be  a  Travancore  University.  Sir,  I  am 
referring  to  the  report  submitted  by  Kao  Bahadur  K.  V.  Kenga- 
swanai  Aiyangar,  as  the  Chairman  of  the  committee  in  which 
there  is  a  very  long  chapter  discussing  the  pros  and  cons  of  this 
question. 

Sir,- what  I  would  like  my  friend  Mr.  Tampi  to  do  is  that  he 
should  not  make  himself  the  slave  of  an  out-worn  creed,  namely, 
to  oppose  every  proposal  for  the  mere  reason  that  it  has  been  put 
forth  by  the  Government.  He  must  be  open  to  conviction  ;  he 
must  listen  to  the  reasons  advanced.  If  he  will  be  open  to  convi- 
ction,  I  am  sure  that,  even  within  the  limited  time  at  my  disposah 
it  will  be  possible  for  me  to  convince  any  reasonable  man  that  a 
University  for  Travancore  is  a  necessity.  Sir,  where  is  the  necessity 
or  justification  for  our  decrying  ourseivee  like  this  ?  Mr.  Tampi 
was  saying  that  Travancore  was  a  small  State,  that  therefore  the 
University  would  also  have  to  be  a  very  small  one,  and  that  even 
the  windows  of  our  colleges  were  small.  Sir,  I  really  cannot  see 
what  exactly  his  idea  is  of  a  University.  He  seems  to  think  in 
terms  of  the  Christian  College  buildings  at  Thambaram,  and  their 
windows,  and  suggests  that  the  windows  and  doors  of  the  Science 
College  are  to  be  changed  when  the  University  Scheme  takes  effect. 
I  would  very  respectfully  submit  to  my  friend  that  he  would  do 
well  to  revise  his  idea  of  a  University.  May  1  ask  him  what  he 
thinks  of  the  Annamalai  University  ?  What  does  he  find  there  to 
justify  a  University  ?  There  is  only  one  college  ;  and  1  understand 
that  there  are  only  about  500  students  there  ;  Mr.  Tampi  himself 
admitted  that  now  there  are  at  least  4,000  students  in  Travancore 
aspiring  for  University  education-  Again,  what  is  the  Delhi 
University?  There  are  only  two  colleges  and  a  scanty  number  of 
students.  What  are  the  cources  of  study  there  ?  What  about  the 
Patna  University,  and  the  various  other  Universities  cropping  up  in 
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different  parts  of  India  ?  Without  looking  into  these  facts,  without 
ascertaining  the  basis  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  start  a  university 
here,  it  is  very  uncharitable  to  say  the  least,  merely  to  oppose  the 
scheme,  assuming  that  one  has  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  pos¬ 
ing  oneself  as  the  most  patriotic. 

There  is  also  another  mental  defect.  I  may  be  pardoned  for 
saying  that  in  regard  to  my  friend.  I  am  speaking  in  all  serious- 
uess  and  with  considerable  pain.  Somehow,  he  seems  to  look  at  this 
question  with  a  defeatist  mentality.  Why  should  we  consider  our¬ 
selves  as  low,  mean  or  degraded  ?  I  cannot  see  any  justification  or 
reason  for  such  an  attitude.  There  must  be  .something  wrong  at 
the  root  of  affairs,  something  fundamentally  wrong.  .No  reasonable 
man  can  take  an  attitude  like  that  with  regard  to  one’s  own  country, 
one’s  own  culture  and  one’s  own  legitimate  importance  in  the  affiairs 
of  the  world.  There  is  no  use  in  decrying  ourselves  like  that.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  facts  do  not  justify  that  attitude.  I  am  not  asking 
for  our  claims  to  be  boosted  up.  Nobody  wants  that.  Put  for¬ 
ward  cur  claims  ou  the  basis  of  facts  which  have  been  proved  be¬ 
yond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  Compare  the  claims  of  Travaneore 
for  a  separate  University  with  those  of  the  Andhra,  with  those  of 
Annamalai,  with  those  of  the  Delhi  University.  I  am  sure,  if  you 
do  that,  you  will  not  seriously  contest  the  reasonableness  of  the 
present  proposal.  Nobody  who  does  not  merely  show  a  kind  of  lip 
sympathy  towards  responsibility,  who  is  serious  about  his  respon¬ 
sibilities,  will  ever  be  able  to  say  that  Travaneore  does  not  need  a 
University  of  its  own. 

Sir,  another  objection  has  been  raised,  namely,  that  the  de¬ 
tails  of  the  University  Scheme  have  not  been  placed  before  the 
Legislature.  I  must  say,  Sir,  that  it  is  exactly  for  that  purpose 
that  the  grant  for  the  scheme  has  been  put  forward  as  a  separate 
Demand,  and  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature  have  been  invited 
to  put  forth  their  suggestions  in  the  matter.  It  is  no  use  laying 
that  the  Government  have  not  put  forth  the  details  of  the  scheme. 
Where  are  your  suggestions,  the  suggestions  of  the  honourable 
members  of  the  Legislature  5  You  suggestions  would  have  been  of 
great  help  to  the  Government.  Before  the  Government  scheme 
solidifies,  why  not  you  get  hold  of  the  opportunity  offered  to  you, 
and  offer  your  constructive  suggestions  ?  Such  suggestions  would 
I  think  certainly  have  been  quite  welcome,  and  we  would  have  been 
very  glad  to  consider  them.  Further,  Government  have  definitely 
assured  that,  before  final  decisions  are  arrived  at  in  regard  to  the 
details  of  the  scheme,  the  representatives  of  the  people  will  be 
consulted  again.  What  more  can  be  claimed  ?  Sir,  I  am  not  afraid 
Vol.  X.  No.  5. 
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if  I  am  going  to  be  characterised  as  a  supporter  of  the  ‘Govern¬ 
mental  creed.’  Merely  because  a  proposal  has  been  brought;  for¬ 
ward  by  Government,  lam  not  disposed  to  oppose  it.  Ido  not 
want  to  earn  cheap  popularity  like  that.  I  do  not  believe  in  it.  In 
fact,  Sir,  my  friend  Air.  Tampi  himself  was  not  believing  in  it  ;  he 
too  was  a  non-official  exponent  of  official  schemes  in  the  recent 
past.  But  T  have  nothing  to  again.  I  do  not  expect  to  gain 
anything  by  becoming  an  exponent  of  the  proposals  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  In  fact,  1  do  not  think  Mr.  Tampi  can  say  that  about 
himself  for  his  erst  tvhile  policy  with  as  much  clean  conscience  as  I 
can.  I  do  not  want  to  say  anything  further  regarding  that  matter. 

I  appeal  to  this  House  to  consider  the  question  dispassionately 
and  without  a  defeatist  mentality  but  with  full  confidence  in  our 
future,  full  confidence  in  the  legitimate  importance  that  we  certainly 
have  in  India,  as  a  cultured  State,  as  an  enlightened  State.  If 
Travancore  has  no  claim  for  a  separate  University,  few  other  parts 
of  India  can  be  said  to  have  the  claim.  I  should  think  that  this  is 
the  time  for  us  boldly  to  launch  on  such  schemes  and  get  the  re¬ 
ward  of  having  shaped  out  an  independent  policy  which  would  serve 
as  a  model  to  other  people,  especially  in  the  matter  of  making  radical 
changes  in  the  educational  system,  changes  which  we  need  so  much. 

Mr.  N-  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  ;  Sir,  there  is  no  gain¬ 
saying  the  fact  that  Travancore  stands  foremost  in  point  of  educa¬ 
tion.  We  have  got  10  colleges.  It  is  too  Late  in  the  day  to  con¬ 
tend  that  there  are  no  facilities  here  for  a  University  of  our  own. 
Sir,  this  question  has  been  discussed  on  the  floor  of  the  Legislature 
years  ago,  and  it  was  finally  decided  that  we  must  have  our  own 
University,  Our  system  of  education  is  very  dufeclive  in  various 
respects.  The  graduate,  at  present,  is  fitted  only  to  be  a  quill- 
driver.  His  education  does  not  enable  him  to  earn  his  livelihood. 
What  -we  want  is  bread-winning  education.  We  have  had  too 
much  of  literary  education.  What  we  now  need  is  vocational 
education.  Ic  has  been  pointed  out  that  the  details  of  the  scheme 
have  not  been  placed  before  the  Legislature.  But,  as  my  friend 
Mr.  Govindan  has  pointed  out,  1  am  sure  it  will  be  ‘a  ‘concrete 
University’  so  to  speak.  Especially  since  the  scheme  has  been 
undertaken  by  His  Highness’s  Government  guided  by  a  great  states¬ 
man,  it  will  certainly  enure  to  the  benifil;  of  the  country  at  large. 
1  hope  some  of  our  problems,  like  that  of  unemployment,  will  be 
solved  by  this  new7  University  scheme. 

In  this  connection,  may  I  point  out,  Sir,  the  necessity  for 
affording  facilities  for  Arabic  study  in  the  colleges.  The  Educa¬ 
tion  Keforms  Committee  of  1933  has  pointed  out  that  if  Arabic  is 
to  be  taught  in  the  higher  classes  it  will  surely  most  fittingly  find 
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a  place  among  the  language  groups  at  the  secondary  stage.  May  I 
also  point  out  the  necessity  for  introducing  Urdu  at  least  in  the 
high  schools.  Iam  sure  these  matters  will  be  considered  by  the 
Special  Officer. 

It  is  high  time,  Sir,  to  introduce  compulsory  primary  educa¬ 
tion  at  least  so  far  as  the  backward  communities  are  concerned 
since  the  percentage  of  literacy  among  them  is  very  low.  Our 
requirements  are  growing  every  day,  and  it  is  certainly  worthwhile 
therefore  to  have  a  University  of  our  own  so  that  at  least  the 
future  generation  may  be  happy  and  self-sufficient. 

Mr.  C.  V.  Chandrasekharan  Sir,  It  is  of  happy 
augury  that  the  proposal  to  establish  a  University  in  Travancore 
has  met  with  very  favourable  reception  at  the  hands  of  the  honour¬ 
able  members  of  this  House. 

Sir,  one  or  two  honourable  members  went  so  far  as  to  say  that 
the  Government  have  insulted  the  Legislature,  or  at  least  have 
shown  disrespect  to  the  Legislature,  in  having  decided  upon  the 
scheme  without  reference  to  the  Legislature.  Sir,  this  question, 
as  has  been  repeatedly  pointed  out,  has  been  before  the  public  and 
the  Legislature  in  Travancore  for  the  last  25  years  ;  I  shall  not 
take  up  your  time  by  dealing  with  the  history  of  the  quesiion. 
But,  I  would  like  to  bring  one  significant  fact  to  the  notice  of  this 
House,  namely,  that,  more  than  12  years  ago,  a  very  strong  and 
competent  Committee  presided  over  by  the  late  Kao  Bahadur 
Krishna  Aiyangar,  a  Committee  of  which  such  distinguished  educa¬ 
tionists  as  the  late  Rev.  Fr.  Honore  and  Dr-  John  Mathai  were 
members,  came  to  the  unanimous  conclusion  that  a  University  for 
Travancore  is  desirable  and  feasible,  aud  that  the  resources  of  Tra¬ 
vancore  for  the  establishment  of  the  University  are  far  more  ade¬ 
quate  than  the  resources  of  Mysore  when  Mysore  started  a  Univer¬ 
sity,  or  the  resources  of  Nag  pore  or  Andhra  who  were  at  that  time 
contemplating  the  establishment  of  separate  Universities. 

The  Annamalai  University  had  not  been  thought  of  at  the 
time.  Well,  Sir,  I  contend  that  public  opinion  has  unequivocally 
expressed  itself  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  a  University  for 
Travancore,  not  only  public  opinion  but  the  legislature.  The 
legislature  of  the  time  had  repeatedly  made  represelations  to  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  go  forward  with  this  question.  Government  have, 
therefore,  not  come  to  a  decision  on  this  important  matter  without . 
reference  to  public  opinion  or  without  reference  to  the  legislature. 
So  far  as  the  present  legislature  is  concerned,  Sir,  when  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  came  to  a  decision  on  this  question,  the  legislature  was 
not  in  Session  and  what  Government  hay?  done  is  in  consonance 
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with  modern  democratic  practice.  Look  at  America,  look  at 
England.  In  democratic  countries  when  an  important  policy  is 
enunciated  by  Government,  it  is  not  so  much  on  the  floor  of  the 
legislature  as  before  large  public  meetings  representing  the  electo¬ 
rate.  Since  the  present  Dewan  came  to  office  he  has  repeatedly 
invited  the  attention  of  the  public  to  this  question  and  has  repeat¬ 
edly  announced  the  intentions  of  the  Government  in  this  matter. 
To  say  that  the  legislature  was  not  consulted,  to  say  that  the  legis¬ 
lature  was  insulted  is  therefore  an  exaggeration  and  I  am  here,  Sir, 
to  say  on  behalf  of  Government  that  nothing  was  farther  from  the 
intentions  of  Government  than  to  show  any  disrespect  or  to  slight 
the  legislature. 

Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  repeat  what  I  said  in  another  place 
regarding  the  details  of  the  University  Scheme,  but  1  would  like  to 
say  this.  I  was  appointed  as  Special  Officer  only  about  two 
months  ago  and  I  have  been  working  at  the  details  and  a  scheme 
in  rough  outline  is  ready.  We  are  not  starting  a  University  de 
now.  We  have  got  the  constituent  parts  of  the  University,  the 
essential  constituent  parts  of  the  University.  We  have  got  the 
faculty  of  Arts,  the  Faculty  of  Science,  the  Faculty  of  Law  and  the 
Faculty  of  Teaching.  One  honourable  member  referred  to  Tliam- 
baram  and  asked,  “What  have  we  here?”  Well,  Sir,  the  total  outlay 
on  buildings  and  equipment  for  the  existing  colleges,  and  other 
institutions  which  may  be  of  service  to  the  University  will  be 
nearly  Its.  75  lakhs  and  what  we  are  doing  now  is  creating  an 
organisation  which  will  enable  these  various  essential  units  of  the 
University  to  function  more  usefully  and  to  produce  better  results. 
The  type  of  University  we  are  going  to  establish  is  a  Teaching 
University  at  Trivandrum  with  all  the  resources  of  the  various 
colleges  at  Trivandrum  co-ordinated  and  integrated  under  one  uni¬ 
fying  administrative  control.  It  has  been  acknowledged  on  all 
hands  that  a  teaching  university  is  a  far  better  type  and  more  fruit¬ 
ful  of  good  results  than  an  affiliating  university.  A  Teaching 
University  will  be  established  at  Trivandrum,  but  as  affiliated 
colleges  exist  at  present,  as  there  are  four  colleges  in  the  mofussal, 
these  colleges  as  a  special  case  will  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of 
the  university.  The  organisation  of  the  University  will  be  on 
modern  approved  lines.  Are  we  going  to  create  a  University  as  a 
department  of  Government  ?  No,  Sir.  The  University  will  come 
into  existence  by  statute.  But  whether  it  is  feasible  to  bring  a 
bill  before  the  legislature  is  a  different  question  especially  as  we 
have  to  keep  to  our  time-table  with  regard  to  the  University.  We 
propose  to  establish  the  University  in  June  or  July  1938.  If  it  is 
not  possible  to  bring  a  bill  before  the  Legislature  the  Regulation 
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■will  be  issued  as  a  Proclamation,  but  provision  will  be  made  for 
amendments  to  the  Regulation  by  the  Legislature.  The  Dewan, 
Sir,  has  no  more  than  one  occasion  offered  to  place  the  scheme 
when  it  is  ready  before  the  representative  members  of  both  the 
Houses  for  criticism  and  for  suggestions.  Sir,  this  question  is  a 
very  old  one  as  I  said,  but  what  has  happened  today  is  that  it  has 
been  re-vitalised  by  new  ideas  and  new  ideals.  The  modem  ideal 
of  a  university  is  that  it  should  serve  the  community,  that  it  should 
subserve  the  economic  and  social  needs  of  the  people.  Well,  that 
is  the  ideal  that  we  shall  keep  in  view  in  organising  this  University. 
Government,  Sir,  have  embarked  upon  a  policy  of  industrialisation, 
of  rapid  and  vigorous  industrialisation.  We  need  trained  men. 
We  need  trained  men  for  the  various  scheme,  agricultural,  com¬ 
mercial  and  industrial,  which  Government  have  undertaken  or  pro¬ 
pose  to  undertake  in  the  near  future.  So,  Mr.  Narayaua  Aiyar’s 
point  will  be  met.  It  is  not  easy  to  solve  the  problem  of  un¬ 
employment-  The  honourable  member  Mr.  Chacko  said  ‘To  expect 
the  university  to  be  a  panacea  for  all  evails  is  to  court  disappoint¬ 
ment.”  Well,  Sir,  no  one  has  been  so  foolish  as  to  say  that  the 
University  will  be  a  panacea  for  all  evails.  Unemployment  is  a 
huge  and  extremely  difficult  problem  and  it  is  not  going  to  be 
solved  in  a  day.  Unemployment  is  not  going  to  be  solved  quickly. 
I  would  like  the  honourable  members  to  bear  that  in  mind.  Rut 
in  Province  after  Proviive,  in  State  after  State.  Unemployment 
Enquiry  Committees  have  been  appointed  and  there  is  one  recom¬ 
mendation  common  to  all  their  reports  and  that  recommendation 

is _ Gn  the  one  hand  provide  more  openings,  industrialise  the 

country.  You  must  provide  industrial  opmings,  develop  large 
scale  industries,  small  scale  industries,  cottage  industries.  On  the 
other  hand,  re-organise  your  educational  system.  Unless  the  un¬ 
employment  problem  is  tackled  from  both  these  angles  there  is  rio 
hope  of  solving  it.  Accepting  this  view,  which  is  not  a  peculiar 
view  of  this  Government,  which  is  the  view  cf  several  expert  Un¬ 
employment  Euquiry  Committees,  which  is  the  view  of  the  Sapru 
Committee,  which  is  the  view  of  the  British  experts  who  have  sub¬ 
mitted  their  report  recently  to  the  Government  of  India,  Gov¬ 
ernment  are  proceeding  forward. 

Well,  Sir,  why  have  a  University  immediately  ?  If  we  start  a 
University  immediately,  we  shall  be  able  to  supply  trained  men 
only  two  or  three  years  hence  according  to  the  duration  of  the 
technological  courses  that  we  provide.  Strictly  according  to  our 
needs,  in  relation  to  the  industrial  policy  and  the  industrial  schemes 
that  have  been  adopted  or  that  are  going  to  be  adopted  by  Govern¬ 
ment,  what  are  called  technological  courses  in  the  University  will 
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be  organised  and  developed-  As  I  said,  there  will  be  courses  in 
mechanical  engineering,  electrical  engineering,  motor  engineering  or 
transport  engineering.  Also,  deliberately  with  a  view  to  help 
Industry,  Agriculture  and  Forest  Departments  of  the  State  we 
shall  have  a  research  Section  for  this  University  and  the  Research 
Section  will  undertake  to  deal  with  practical  problems  presented  to 
it  by  industrialists,  planters  and  agriculturists.  It  will  set  before 
itself  such  practical  tasks  as  how  to’ assist  in  the  utilisation  of  our 
forest  produce,  how  to  help  in  overcoming  difficulties  of  tea 
planters,  how  to  hedp  in  the  starting  of  new  industries  on  a  com¬ 
mercial  scale.  Those  are  the  most  important  aspects  of  develop¬ 
ment  that  arc  contemplated  at  present. 

With  regard  to  the  cultural  side  it  is  not  going  to  be  stifled. 
We  have  already  got,  as  I  said,  the  foundations  and  the  constituent 
parts  of  the  cultural  faculties,  the  humanistic  faculties  and  these  will 
be  better  organised  and  better  fostered  under  an  Oriental  Faculty 
which  will  specialise,  I  may  assure  Mr.  Narayana  Aiyar,  in  Sanskrit 
and  Malay alam  and  to  a  certain  extent  in  Tamil  also. 

Well,  Sir,  those  roughly  are  the  essential  features  of  the  new 
University  Scheme.  I  was  rather  surprised  and  pained  that  the 
honourable  member  Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  should  have,  thought 
it  fit  to  indulge  in  rather  cheap  sneers  and  sarcasm  about  the  new 
University-  Well,  Sir,  the  definite  points  raised  by  Mr,  Bala¬ 
krishnan  Tampi  have  been  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  leader  of 
the  Progressive  Party  and  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Govindan. 
Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi,  Sir,  is  an  old  student  of  mine  and  I  hupe 
I  can  take  soire  liberty  with  the  honourable  member.  Ju  one  way, 
it  is  very  refreshing  to  find  that  he  is  still  a  boy,  a  boy  at  heart. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  I  would  ask 
the  honourable  member  to  withdraw  that  patronising  term  ‘  a 
boy 

President :  Order,  order.  So  far  as  my  recollection  goes, 
calling  a  boy  is  not  indulging  in  unparliamentary  expression. 

Mr.  C.  V.  Chandrasekharan  :  What  I  had  in  mind.  Sir, 
is  that  in  our  college  debating  society  Mr.  Balakrishnan  r.l  ampi 
always  used  to  delight  in  fire  works.  However  serious  the  subject 
may  be,  his  main  object  was  to  score  a  debating  point  and  to  turn  a 
neat  phrase.  Well,  Sir,  in  his  speeches  on  the  University — all  his 
speeches  have  been  so  far  mainly  on  the  University — in  the  Budget 
discussion  and  in  the  discussion  on  the  Education  Demand  and  to¬ 
day  he  has  been  indulging  in  pyrotechnic  display  and  he  has  been 
quoting  Scripture  like  another  famous  gentleman  in  history  to  suit 
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his  purpose,  I  have  clearly  explained,  Sir,  that  this  is  not  a  new 
idea  suddenly  dawning  upon  Government.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
rather  unfair  and  improper  to  say  that  a  number  of  subordinate 
officers  are  trying  to  humour  the  fancies  of  a  transitory  Govern¬ 
ment.  All  this  is  unfair  and  out  of  place.  But  1  can  assure  the 
House  that  my  esteemed  friend  Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  really 
approves  of  the  idea  of  a  University  as  he  himself  admitted  ;  and  I 
have  always  found,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  a  colloquial  ex¬ 
pression,  without  meaning  any  offence,  that  his  bark  is  worse  than 
his  bite. 

Well,  Sir,  the  scheme  is  now  being  prepared  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  India  will  be  consulted  in  the  matter  and  their  suggestions 
and  advice  will  be  taken  and  representative  members  of  both  the 
Houses  will  be  given  an  opportunity,  as  the  Dewan  said,  to  advice 
me  and  the  Advisory  Committee  on  the  various  aspects  of  the 
Scheme.  I  may  assure  the  House  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Govern¬ 
ment  to  meet  as  far  as  practicable  the  wishes  of  both  the  Houses 
and  to  be  guided  by  public  opinion  in  the  matter.  No  one  wants  to 
follow  a  liush-hush  policy  iu  this  business.  This  is  not  a  hole  and 
corner  affair.  This  is  a  big  undertaking  which  Government  have 
launched  upon  with  a  full  sense  of  their  responsibilities  and  I  am 
very  glad  to  find  that  the  House  welcomes  and  favours  the  proposal. 

The  question  that  a  sum  of  Rs.  1,08,790  be  granted  under 
Demand  I V-— Travancore  University,  All. India  Oriental  Conference 
and  Uplift  of  backward  communities — was  put  to  vote  and  carried. 
The  grant  was  made. 

DEMAND  V— EXCISE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  C.  O-  Madhavan  {Excise  Commissioner)  :  Sir,  i  move 
for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Rs.  7,32,928  under  Demand  V— Excise 
Department. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  Sir,  I  oppose  the  Demand.  The 
abkari  policy  of  Government  has  been  declared  to  be  the  gradual 
attainment  of  prohibition.  This  policy  had  been  declared  long  long 
ago.  Fortunately  we  now  find  from  the  report  that  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  local  toddy,  opium  and  ganja  is  on  the  decrease.  There  is 
perceptible  decrease  in  the  number  of  cocoanut  trees  tapped.  The 
Commissioner  says  that  the  decrease  is  due  to  economic  depression. 
But  the  Government  are  finding  fault  with  him  and  say  that  it  is 
due  to  smuggling.  Anyhow  1  submit  that  revenue  from  abkari  is 
an  immoral  source  of  revenue.  It  should  not  be  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration  for  fixing  expenditure.  The  fact  that  there  is  a  gradual 
decrease  in  consumption  now  will  itself  go  to  show  that  the  public 
are  aware  that  prohibition  ought  to  be  attained,  I  think  it  is  high 
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time  for  the  Government  to  try  prohibition  in  select  areas.  What¬ 
ever  may  have  been  the  fate  of  such  trials  formerly  the  time  has 
now  arrived  when  the  Government  should  take  it  up  seriously.  In 
this  connection  I  have  also  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government 
that  there  will  be  further  decrease  in  the  consumption  of  these  arti¬ 
cles  and  it  is  likely  to  decrease  further  with  the  advancement  of 
more  literacy  and  civilisation.  I  therefore  submit  that  Government 
should  at  once  try  prohibition  at  least  in  select  areas.  It  can  be 
seen  from  the  report  that  the  arrears  are  on  the  increase.  The  arrears 
which  were  very  small  in  1104  has  risen  to  nearly  nine  lakhs  of 
rupees  in  1111.  The  Excise  Commissioner  admits  that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  realise  the  arrears  because  the  properties  of  most  of  the 
contractors  are  very  much  encumbered.  In  his  report  for  1  Xl  1  the 
Commissioner  says  that  because  the  properties  are  highly  encumber¬ 
ed  it  is  not  possible  to  get  high  amounts  in  auction  sales  and  that 
it  will  be  impossible  to  recover  the  arrears  since  many  of  the  con¬ 
tractors  have  no  property  without  encumbrances.  That  will  go  to 
show  that  sufficient  care  is  not  being  taken  by  the  department  at 
the  time  of  the  sale  of  shops  to  see  whether  those  who  bid  the  sales 
are  solvent  or  not.  In  order  to  show  a  greater  amount  of  revenue 
the  shops  are  sold  to  those  who  bid  high  without  caring  to  see 
whether  they  are  solvent  or  not  and  what  will  bo  the  reasonable 
rental  of  shops.  In  order  to  avoid  this  loss  it  will  be  better  if  the 
Assistant  Commissioners  who  have  local  knowledge  better  than  the 
Excise  Commissioner  are  allowed  to  conduct  the  auction  sales.  The 
presence  of  the  Tahsildars  at  the  time  of  the  auction  is  of  no  use. 
On  account  of  the  economic  depression  people  make  rash  bids.  I 
request  that  greater  care  be  bestowed  on  this  aspect  of  the  question. 

Then  it  has  been  said  that  smuggling  is  going  on  on  a  very 
large  scale.  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  that  the 
public  are  not  solely  responsible  for  the  smuggling.  The  Depart¬ 
ment  is  also  responsible  for  it.  I  have  got  a  letter  from  a 
responsible  person  who  asks  me  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House 
that  the  smuggling  is  going  on  mainly  with  the  aid  of  the  depart¬ 
mental  subordinates.  He  goes  on  to  say  that  the  people  who  are 
prepared  to  pay  duty  find  it  very  difficult  to  do  so  because  the  de¬ 
partmental  subordinates  stand  in  their  way.  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  for  me  to  read  the  letter  fully.  Ido  not  say  that  all  the 
subordinates  are  having  a  hand  at  smuggling.  There  are  very  res¬ 
pectable  and  honest  men  among  them.  Government  should  see  that 
the  department  is  above  suspicion.  It.  is  not  enough  if  a  large  force 
is  sent  out  to  put  down  smuggling.  Unless  The  subordinate  officers 
are  honest  it  will  not  be  possible  to  put  down  smuggling. 

Another  matter  which  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  House  is  about  the  present  currency  which  is  a  source  of  diffi¬ 
culty  to  all  departments.  The  importers  of  dutiable  articles  have 
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to  pay  duty  in  British  rupees  annas  and  pies.  The  tariff  value  of 
dutiable  articles  is  calculated  in  British  currency.  For  instance 
kerosine  oil,  the  duty  on  which  is  Bh.  Rs.  3  as.  9  per  gallon.  For 
lubricating  oil  the  duty  is  2  annas  6  pies  per  gallon.  Government 
say  in  their  report  that  an  anna  is  equal  to  one  chackram  12  cash. 
But  on  correct  calculation  it  will  amount  to  one  ch.  12 J  cash.  Since 
it  is  not  possible  to  pay  half  a  cash  people  have  to  pay  1  ch.  and  13 
cash  per  anna.  In  this  way,  a  lot  of  money  is  being  realised  in 
excess  from  the  public  because  the  people  are  notable  to  pay  in  Tra- 
vancora currency.  Excise  departmentgets an  income  of  about  Rs.  2,000 
under  the  head  priyavasi  which  is  made  up  of  this  item  mostly.  The 
merchants  have  to  keep  two_sets  of  books,  one  for  Travancore  cur¬ 
rency  and  the  other  for  British  currency.  Government  say  that 
British  coins  are  current  here  while  in  the  same  breath  they  say 
that  Travancore  coins  alone  should  be  accepted.  In  the  chellan  forms 
issued  by  Government  we  find  no  place  for  one  anna  or  half  anna 
or  quarter  of  an  anna  because  they  are  not  capable  of  being  correctly 
commuted  into  Travancore  coins.  Of  course  it  is  a  privilege  to  have  a 
currency.  It  is  therefore  better  to  declare  the  value  of  the  British 
rupee  as  equivalent  say  to  32  chackrams  or  a  pie  as  equal  to  3  or  4 
cash  as  may  be  fit-  Even  the  poor  people  have  to  loose  in  these 
transactions.  I  submit  that  serious  attention  should  be  given  to  this 
matter  which  is  a  source  of  daiiy  loss  to  everybody,  tourists  find 
this  very  difficult  and  inconvenient.  Much  time  is  taken  in  offices  in 
calculation.  I  hope  and  pray  that  the  Government  will  redress 
this  defect  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  :  Sir,  I  also  rise  to 
oppose  this  Demand.  The  main  reasons  for  my  opposing  this  de¬ 
mand  are  to  point  out  the  irregularities  that  are  existing  in  the  de¬ 
partment  which  result  in  the  increase  in  arrears  due  from  abkari. 
There  is  also  another  defect  that  I  would  like  to  point  out  namely 
the  decrease  in  the  consumption  of  arrack  that  result  in  the  loss  of 
lakhs  of  rupees  of  income  to  Government.  I  would  also  point  out 
the  unsatisfactory  method  in  the  manufacture  of  salt  by  the  con¬ 
tractors  in  the  various  factories  c£  the  State. 

From  the  statistics  supplied  to  us,  we  find  that  in  the  year  1105 
Rs.  39,975  were  due  to  Government  under  arrears  under  a bkari. 
While  in  the  end  of  1111  the  arrears  rose  up  to  Rs.  8,56,162.  If 
the  Commissioner,  or  for  that  matter,  if  the  Excise  authorities  had 
been  vigilant  and  keen  in  seeing  that  the  powers  vested  in  them  to 
realise  these  arrears  were  fully  used,  I  submit  that  these  arrears 
would  not  have  accumulated  to  this  frightful  extent.  I  am  afraid 
that  if  the  arrears  are  allowed  to  accumulate  like  this,  there  would  be 
a  tendency  on  the  part  of  Government  to  write  them  off,  These 
Vo.X.  No.  5. 
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arrears  are  amounts  that  the  contractors  did  actually  get.  This  sum 
of  lis.  eight  lakhs  has  been  received  by  the  contractors  from  the 
people,  but  owing  to  the  ineffective  control  of  the  department  Gov¬ 
ernment  are  not  able  to  receive  it. 

Another  point  that  I  would  stress  upon  is  the  illicit  manufact¬ 
ure  or  distillation,  whatever  you  call  it,  o£  arrack  in  different  taluks 
due  to  the  ineffective  control  of  the  department.  The  quantity  con¬ 
sumed  in  1107  was  58,027  gallons.  In  1111,  the  quantity  reduces 
itself  to  38,757  gallons.  There  is  a  decrease  of  20,000  gallons.  When 
this  is  considered  along  with  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  offences 
detected  by  the  Excise  Department  the  inference  is  clear.  Illicit 
manufacture  is  going  on  and  the  department  is  not  able  to  detect  it. 
It  is  not  because  the  Judiciary  is  indifferent  in  the  matter  of  convic¬ 
tions  for  the  percentage  of  convictions  invariably  comes  to  96  per 
cent. 

Sir,  the  Excise  department  is  not  vigilant  in  the  matter  of  in¬ 
vestigating  the  illicit  preparation  of  arrack  that  is  being  carried  on 
in  the  country.  My  friend  Mr.  Narayana  hiyar  submitted  that  the 
Commissioner  explained  that  the  decrease  in  the  consumption  of 
arrack  was  mainly  due  to  economic  depression.  The  Government 
was  not  prepared  to  accept  that  position.  They  stated  that  it  was 
due  to  illicit  distillation  that  was  going  on  during  these  years  and 
not  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  economic  depression.  In  spite 
of  economic  depression  that  was  prevalent  in  the  country,  highest 
quantity  of  arrack  was  consumed  in  1108. 

Another  point  that  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House 
is,  about  the  thoroughly  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  manufacture 
of  salt  that  is  produced  from  the  15  factories  of  our  State.  Experi¬ 
ments  have  been  going  on  from  the  year  11 05  onwards  with  a  view 
to  get  good  salt,  and  to  exercise  the  strictest  kind  of  control  over 
the  factories,  so  that  we  may  get  good  salt.  Unfortunately,  till 
11 1 1,  the  experiments  have  proved  unsuccessful.  We  know  that 
the  Government  are  not  permitting  us  to  take  in  good  salt  by  way 
of  import.  Government  wants  us  to  consume  that  kind  of  salt,  I 
mean  bad  salt,  that  the  factories  are  producing-  Departmental 
reports  for  the  years  1107,  1108  and  1111  of  the  Industries  Depart¬ 
ment  show  that  the  salts  were  sent  from  the  factories  to  the  Indus¬ 
tries  department  for  analysis.  The  result  was  that  the  salts  were 
found  to  be  positively  bad  for  consumption.  In  the  year  1111,  24 
samples  were  sent  for  examination.  Out  of  these,  18  samples  were 
found  to  be  bad  and  unlit  for  human  consumption.  On  analysis, 
they  were  found  to  contain  magnesium  chloride.  What  is  needed  is, 
that  the  salts  should  contain  sodium  chloride.  Magnesium  chloride 
has  more  of  the  properties  of  epsom  salt.  Imagine  the  condition 
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of  the  50  lakhs  of  people  in  Travancore  who  are  put  to  the  necessity 
of  a  consuming  salt  that  contain  more  of.  the  properties  of  epsom 
salt.  It  has  also  to  be  noticed  that  these  50  lakhs  of  people  are  con¬ 
suming  this  at  the  rate  of  19  pounds  per  individual  per  year.  I 
submit  that  we  are  not  allowed  by  Government  or  the  department 
to  consume  good  salt.  Only  in  DevicoJam  and  Sheneottah  this  salt 
is  not  exported  on  account  of  the  cost  in  transport.  The  Commis¬ 
sioner  would  have  tried  his  best  to  supply  this  salt  to  those  places 
also  but  difficulties  of  trans  port  stood  in  his  way. 

The  causes  which  occasions  the  manufacture  of  salt  having  the 
properties  of  epsom  salt  are  due  to  the  defective  supervision  of  the 
excise  authorities  in  the  manufacture  of  salt.  I  am  told  that  brine 
is  scored  in  a  reservoir.  From  there  it  goes  to  a  condenser,  and 
thence  to  the  crystalliser.  In  that,  it  is  allowed  to  remain  till  salt  is 
heated  to  the  extent  of  BO  degrees-  If  it  is  allowed  to  remain  there 
for  greater  time,  the  quantity  of  salt  will  increase  but  the  quality 
becomes  bud.  The  quality  of  the  salt  produced  in  that  maimer 
partakes  the  nature  of  epsom  salt  as  I  said  before.  The  contractors 
who  are  keen  in  seeing  a  greater  production  in  quantity,  regardless 
of  the  quality  must  be  thwarted  and  the  brine  should  not  be  allowed 
to  remain  there  for  a  period  more  than  the  SO  degrees  heat  that  is 
needed.  I  submit  that  if  the  Commissioner  pays  surprise  visits  or 
asks  his  subordinates  to  test  the  brine  at  the  point  of  30  degrees 
when  it  is  taken,  this,  kind  of  bad  salts  would  not  have  been 
produced. 

I  submit  that  so  far  as  the  manufacture  of  salt  is  concerned  we 
have  probably  the  greatest  prospect  in  the  State.  Wo  arc  in  a 
position  to  make  from  the  15  factories  working  here  about  13  lakhs 
of  maunds  that  we  are  now  consuming.  We  have  also  more  of 
good  brine  required  for  the  manufacture  of  salt  :  that  would  also 
enable  us  to  make  more  of  good  salt.  It  is  also  possible  for  us  to 
export  salt  and  compete  with  foreign  salts  provided  our  quality  is 
good.  But  at  this  rate,  with  the  ineffectual  supervision  as  I  sub¬ 
mitted  we  will  not  be  in  a  position  to  manufacture  good  salt-  We 
will  only  continue  to  manufacture  the  imperfect  salt  which  I  sub¬ 
mitted  a  little  while  ago  with  the  result  that  we  have  to  be  self 
sufficient  with  the  idea  that  our  salt  industry  has  no  better  future. 
I  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commissioner  to  this  aspect  of  the 
matter,  so  that  he  may  remedy  these  defects. 

I  was  adverting  to  the  analysis  of  our  salt  by  the  Industries 
Department  and  stated  that  the  experiment  of  makiug  good  salt 
was  throughout  a  failure.  For  fear  of  time  I  do  not  wish  to  refer 
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to  the  other  departmental  reports  for  quotations.  But  I  would 
invite  the  attention  of  Government  to  a  para  from  the  Admininis- 
tration  report  for  the  year  111  which  at  page  6  says  thus  : 

“Work  for  Hie  Excite  Department . . . 

24  samples  of  salt  from  various  alloms  forwarded  by  the  Excise 
Commissioner  were  analysed  in  the  Laboratory.  This  was  with  a 
view  to  find  out  how  far  the  products  from  the  several  factories 
conformed  in  their  purity  to  the  usually  accepted  requirements. 
With  the  exception  of  some  Jhalf  a  dozen  samples,  all  the  others 
showed  a  large  percentage  of  magnesium  salts.  These  analytical 
results  show  that  the  manufacturers  have  not  taken  sufficient  pre¬ 
cautions  to  see  that  the  quality  was’-maintained.” 

The  last  sentence  ought  to  be  that  the  Department  have  not  ex¬ 
ercised  that  amount  of  vigilance  that  was  expected  of  them. 

What  I  wish,  to  submit  is,  that  the  department  should  see  that 
the  quality  of  salt  is  improved.  I  also  bring  home  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  as  well  the  Commissioner  that  the  amount  of  vigilance  which  is 
expected  of  them  in  the  matter  of  scrutinising  the  manufacture  of 
salt,  should  be  throughly  done.  The  attention  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  should  also  be  concentrated  for  realising  the  arrears  due  to 
Government  from  the  contractors  which  amount  they  get  from  the 
people  concerned. 

Mr.  M.  K.  Ananthasiva  Aiyar  ( Nominated ):  Sir,  I  also 
oppose  the  motion.  Considerable  stress  is  laid  on  the  fact  that 
smuggling  is  going  on  and  that  it  has  to  be  prevented  very  efficien¬ 
tly.  This  fact  is  admitted  boldly  and  openly  by  the  Government 
also.  Whether  the  budget  has  implemented  measures  for  preven¬ 
tion,  is  doubtful  to  me.  .  On  going  through  para  5  of  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  Report  of  the  Department  for  the  year  1111  it  is  seen  thus  : 

“The  C.  I.  D.  Staffs  has  already  earned  its  title  for  a  permanent  place 
in  the  Department.  It  Is  not  enough  if  the  staff  is  merely  confirm¬ 
ed.  The  time  for  widening  Its  activities  is  also  come.” 

Yet  I  find  there  is  absolutely  no  provision  in  the  budget  either 
for  the  continuance  at  least  of  tbe  original  C.  I.  D-  staff  or  for 
making  it  permanent. 

Mr-  T.  K.  Kittan  (Vaikam,  Koitayam  and  Changanachery 
cum  Peermade)  '•  and),  §d<d  cupa  aorta  fljtfajaisgtfocgjo  caoqg^srowa 
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ooo<d6  sroffiflaoD  ^a®dlc9®aoojcnofmo6nt>  cogjrg  .  sDGg-joOo  onsces 
ang^cuab  c&ggU96),a=]ais2iPsn5i\  a-jc&ayl&t,  ce>Q,Q-|u?  <9}6imJoa4° 
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ffiaJoejinru'oaiocxijo  oj§o§>«aro'fl8cii>ocQ)o  otuftrefl  g.^Q^oc/jlijJlfiigs^lejo 
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©abo  (arosliajoooo. 

Mr.  N-  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib :  Sir,  one  sad  feature 
noticeable  in  the  report  of  the  Excise  Department  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years  is  that  the  arrears  from  contractor  is  on  the  increase. 
It  is  high  time  that  this  state  of  affairs  should  be  brought  to  an  end 
as  early  as  possible.  The  reasons  stated  for  this  by  the  Excise 
Commissioner  are  that  it  is  partly  due  to  economic  depression  and 
partly  due  to  want  of  co-operation  of  the  Land  Revenue  Department 
in  realising  these  arrears.  What  I  submit  is  that  the  Government 
themselves  say  that  the  depression  is  gradually  lifting.  Even  then 
the  administration  report  of  the  Department  for  the  years  1110  and 
1111  do  not  show  that  the  arrears  are  decreasing  but  on  the  contr¬ 
ary  they  are  on  the  increase.  As  for  the  co-operation  of  the 
Revenue  Department,  I  am  sure,  if  attempts  are  made  earnestly  and 
sincerly,  these  huge  arrears  can  be  brought  down. 

Another  important  point  which  I  bring  tc  the  notice  of  the 
House  is  a  matter  which  was  dealt  with  by  various  members  viz. 
smuggling.  It  is  time  to  put  down  smuggling  with  a  high  hand. 
We  are  losing  big  amounts  on  account  of  smuggling.  Unhappy  in¬ 
cidents  also  take  place  in  attempting  to  combat  this.  Either  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  Police  Department  or  any  other  Department, 
this  state  of  affairs  should  not  be  allowed  to  continne  and  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  see  that  smuggling  is  stopped  as  early  as 
possible  so  that  this  big  amount  may  be  obtained  to  the  State 
offers. 

Another  point  which  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House 
is  with  regard  to  the  collection  of  statistics.  A  few  years  ago  pro¬ 
vision  was  made  in  the  Budget  for  deputing  a  man  to  Calcutta  for 
training  in  the  subject.  But  the  man  was  deputed  only  very  re¬ 
cently.  We  have  to  collect  statistics  with  regard  to  customs  and 
other  matters.  I  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  Excise  Com¬ 
missioner  with  regard  to  the  importance  of  this  matter. 

With  regard  to  the  sale  of  salt,  in  one  or  two  years  there  has 
been  over  production.  It  must  be  our  endeavour  to  make  our  State 
self  sufficient  in  the  matter  of  salt  production. 
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Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  ;  Sir,  my  object  in  opposing  this 
demand  is  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Government  the  policy 
adopted  them  in  auctioning  away  shops  without  any  forethought 
or  adhering  to  any  principle  and  without  looking  into  the  soundness 
of  the  persons  who  bid  in  auction.  Sir,  we  find  that  it  has  heen 
the  general  practice  of  recent  years  to  write  off  big  arrears  for  the 
reason  that  the  insolvency  of  the  contractors  have  made  them  im¬ 
possible  to  pay  the  arrears  to  Government  and  the  Government 
have  been  obliged  to  write  them  off  seeing  to  other  means  of  re¬ 
alising  them.  Although  the  Commissioner  isinvested  with  the 
powers  of  a  Division  Peishkar  he  could  not  realise  the  whole  amount 
because  of  the  insolvency  ©f  the  contractor.  So  the  main  cosideration 
which  ought  to  weigh  with  him  in  confirming  auction  is  to  see  that 
the  auctiou  holders  are  persons  from  whom  he  could  realise  the 
amounts.  It  may  be  that  then  he  may  not  be  able  to  obtain  the 
bidder  offering  the  highest  amount.  But  that  should  not  be  the 
main  and  the  only  considreation  on  the  part  of  the  department  in 
fixing  it  upon  any  contractor.  The  economic  position  or  soundness 
of  the  party  ought  to  be  the  main  consideration  in  deciding  as  to 
whom  the  shop  should  be  auctioned. 

Another  point  which  I  would  urge  upon  the  attention  of  this 
House  and  the  Government  is  with  regard  to  the  investigation 
branch  of  the  Department.  I  know  that  almost  the  whole  Excise 
force  is  mainly  in  charge  of  investigation  work.  In  the  case  of 
smuggling  as  well  as  illicit  tapping  no  leniency  should  be  shown  by 
the  Commissioner  in  dealing  with  his  subordinates.  We  are  fort¬ 
unate  in  having  now  a  very  honest  officer  as  the  head  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  But  that  is  not  the  only  salvation  required.  He  should 
utilise  his  honesty  and  see  that  the  subordinates  are  inculcated  with 
that  spirit  of  honest  service  and  then  and  then  only  we  would  be 
able  to  realise  the  maximum  amount  available.  The  Excise  and 
customs  Department  is  one  of  the  most  revenue  yielding  depart¬ 
ments  a  nd  I  should  think  the  highest  revenue  yielding  one  because 
it  brings  into  the  State  offers  more  than  a  crore  of  rupees.  I  ask 
why.  the  commissioner  did  not  adopt  means,  as  soon  as  it  was  found 
that  there  was  great  leakage  for  want  of  adequate  prevention  work  in 
the  borders,  as  regards  smuggling  of  tobacco?  For  preventing 
smuggling  of  tobacco  the  Assembly  has  very  generously  granted  in 
1108  provision  asked  for,  for  a  flying  squad.  '1  here  was  a  hope  given 
that  this  flying  squad  will  completely  do  away  with  smuggling,  and 
the  House  was  assured  that  the  amount  sanctioned  will  not  be  a  waste. 
How  this  year  there  is  a  big  reorganisation  proposed  by  which  we 
are  assured  that  from  Rs.  10  to  20  lakhs  will  be  gained  if  it  is  pro¬ 
perly  worked.  All  this  depends  upon  the  way  in  which  the  executive 
do  the  work  more  than  in  the  way  of  reorganisation  or  in  the 
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number  of  the  staff  or  the  total  expenditure  allotted  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  Sb  I  would  only  urge  that  the  executive  is  very  strongly  and 
efficiently  controlled  so  that  the  smallest  evasion  of  duty  or 
adherence  to  corruption  may  be  seriously  dealt  with.  I  would  also 
request  thai  investigation  work  should  also  be  very  properly  con¬ 
ducted  because  I  find  that  in  recent  years  the  percentage  of  con¬ 
victions  of  cases  charged  is  growing  less  and  less  because  the  nature 
of  the  investigation  has  been  much  inferior  that  it  used  to  be. 

A  word  about  salt.  I  would  suggest  that  when  issuing  salt 
licenses,  Government  will  do  well,  as  far  as  possible,  to  encourage  small 
licensees  who  corporate  themselves  into  companies.  Now  it  is  the 
monopoly  of  a  few  persons.  It  would  be  a  wise  policy  and  the  most 
equitable  one  for  the  distribution  of  profits  to  the  poor  and  the  order¬ 
ing  of  an  industry  which  has  proved  to  be  the  most  profitable  one  in 
this  State. 

Mr-  N.  V.  Chacko :  There  is  no  doubt  that  smuggling 
should  be  stopped  if  it  be  possible.  But  the  question  is  whether  it 
is  possible  to  stop  smuggling  entirely.  The  method  adopted  for 
stopping  smuggling  should  be  above  board.  It  should  not  be  by  beating 
the  law-abiding  people.  That  cannot  prevent  smuggling  in  any  way. 
If  that  is  continued  the  frightened  people  will  run  away  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  State  which  will  only  give  better  chances  to  the  smugglers. 
It  appears  that  the  Government  wants  to  stop  smuggling  because 
it  affects  the  revenue  adversely.  My  view  is  that  even  smuggling  aff¬ 
ects  the  revenue  favourably  it  ought  to  be  stopped.  The  real  cause  of 
smuggling  is  the  bribery  of  the  Excise  Department.  If  it  be  possible 
to  stop  bribery  entirely,  certainly  it  will  be  possible  to  stop,  or 
cheek  smuggling  to  the  highest  possible  extent.  If  it  is  thought 
that  smuggling  can  be  stopped  by  beating  people,  it-  must  be  possi- 
ble  to  stop  bribery  of  the  Excise  men  more  effectively  by  the  Re¬ 
serve  Police  beating  them.  Theoretically  speaking,  who  in  the 
world  does  not  deserve  to  be  whipped  ?  But  that  is  no  reason  why 
the  people  of  a  locality  without  any  discrimination  should  be 
beaten.  I  want  it  to  be  understood  that  there  is  nobody  in  Tra- 
vaucore  who  willingly  helps  smugglers.  Borne  people,  unconcious 
of  the  moral  turpitude  or  meanness  of  the  trade,  may  take  to  it. 
But  can  you  say  that  the  people  of  a  certain  locality  are  all  helping 
smugglers.  It  would  be  very  bad  for  the  State  to  broadcast  it  like  that. 
It  would  affect  the  prestige  of  the  Government  also.  So  the 
most  important  thing  is  to  try  to  stop  bribery  in  the  Department 
first  and  thus  stop  smuggling  to  the  most  possible  extent. 

Vo!,  x  No.  5 
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Mr.  M.  Govindan  ■■  1  wish  to  speak  a  few  words  about  salt. 
It  has  been  said  by  Mr.  R,  Kesavan  Nair  that  we  consume  18  lakhs 
of  maunds  of  salt  every  year.  It  is  a  very  astounding  figure. 
Usually  we  are  not  producing  these  13  lakhs  of  maunds  of  salt. 
In  one  year,  I  think  it  is  the  year  before  the  last,  when  there  was 
extraordinary  drought,  we  produced  much  more  than  13  lakhs  of 
maunds  of  salt  and  that  is  now  stated  to  be  a  reason  for  not 
assigning  lands  fit  for  salt  manufacture  to  private  individuals. 
I  submit  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  sufficient  area  given  for  salt 
manufacture  so  that  our  production  may  be  equal  to  the  consump¬ 
tion  in  ordinary  years  also.  Even  if  our  production  is  a  little  more 
than  the  consumption  in  the  State,  I  ask  in  the  same  spirit  in  which 
I  was  asking  obout  the  University  question,  why  should  we  confine 
the  sale  of  our  salt  within  Travancore  State  alone  ?  Have  we  not 
been  purchasing  Bombay  salt  and  Tuticorin  salt  for  a  number  of 
years  ?  If  you  are  able  to  produce  cheap  salt  here,  why  should  we  not 
export  it  from  Travancore  to  other  parts  in  British  India  where 
salt  may  be  obtained  cheaper  from  us.  For  instance  to  the  village 
of  Tevarom,  Bodi  and  the  other  adjacent  villages  near  the  ghats  we 
can  export  our  salt.  I  am  speaking  this  with  a  little  personal 
knowledge.  I  know  that  a  person  has  applied  for  the  assigning  of 
20  or  SO  acres  from  a  very  suitable  land  near  Cape  Comorin  further 
away  on  the  Tinuevelly  side  than  this  side. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  Were  there  many  appli¬ 
cants  for  that  area  ? 

Mr.  M-  Govindan  :  There  might  have  been  2  or  3  appli¬ 
cants.  The  difficulty  was  not  with  regard  to  the  selection  of  the 
individuals.  Government  refused  to  grant  the  license  to  anybody 
on  the  ground  that  the  production  was  more  than  the  consumption 
in  Travancore.  Of  course,  with  regard  to  the  prevention  of 
smuggling  there  is  no  difference  between  me  and  the  other  members 
who  spoke  on  the  subject.  With  regard  to  arrears,  the  sale  of  toddy 
and  arrack  shops  at  speculative  prices  at  which  the  shops  were  pur¬ 
chased  and  the  reckless  competition  among  the  shop  keepers  are 
the  reasons  for  the  accumulation  of  arrears. 

President :  It  is  time.  The  honourable  member  may  resume 
his  seat. 

Mr.  C-  O.  Mad  ha  van:  Sir,  all  branches  of  my  Depart¬ 
ment  have  been  dwelt  upon  abkari,  salt,  tobacco  and  customs,  and 
I  may  say  that  all  the  important  aspects  of  the  working  of  my 
department  have  been  subjected  to  useful  criticisms  by  the"  members 
during  the  course  of  the  discussion.  During  the  short  time  available 
for  mu '  l  would  try  to  refer  to  all  the  observations  made  by  the 
honourable  members. 
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First  of  all,  I  wo  aid  take  up  the  question  which  has  been  raised 
by  more  members  than  one  the  question  relating  to  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  heavy  arrears  pending  collection.  From  what  I  have  heard 
about  that  subject  I  think  that  there  is  some  sort  of  misapprehen¬ 
sion  regarding  the  causes  which  led  to  the  accumulation  of  these 
heavy  arrears.  I  may  inform  the  House  that  these  accumulated 
arrears  do  not  represent  the  ordinary  current  revenue  to  be  collected 
by  the  Department.  So  far  as  the  ordinary  current  revenue  is  con¬ 
cerned  it  may  be  consoling  to  the  House  to  know  that  the  collec¬ 
tions  very  often  range  between  98  per  cent  and  cent  per  cent. 
Very  little  is  left  uncollected  at  the  year  end.  I  have  already  got 
reports  from  some  of  the  Ranges  that  they  have  collected  all  the 
revenue  for  the  current  year.  I  expect  similar  reports  from  the 
remaining  Ranges  also.  I  refer  to  this' to  show  that  ordinarily  the 
current  revenue  is  all  collected  to  the  full  without  leaving  any 
arrears.  When  I  say  that  collections  range  between  98  per  cent 
and  cent  per  cent,  the  House  can  know  whether  there  can  be  any¬ 
thing  very  much  left  uncollected.  That  being  the  case  it  requires 
a  word  of  explanation  how  these  arrears  accumulated. 

The  arrears  represent  the  loss  by  sale  due  to  default  by  some 
contractors.  It  is  not  ordinary  current  revenue. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair:  May  I  know 

whether  he  is  not  authorised  to  collect  the  kist  for  six  months  in 
advance  from  those  contractors  whose  solvency  is  doubtful  ? 

Mr.  C.  O.  Madhavan  :  Yes,  Sir.  But  as  I  said  the  accu~ 
mulatea  arrears  represent  not  the  revenue  so  much  as  the  damages 
on  account  of  breach  of  contract.  These  arrears  as  the  members 
have  pointed  out  amount  to  over  9  lakhs  of  rupees.  In  the  year 
1105  it  stood,  it  is  true,  below  Rs.  40,000-  If  the  members  would 
refer  to  the  subsequent  reports,  they  would  find  that  the  9  lakhs 
which  now  appear  to  be  the  arrears  pending  collection,  over  7  lakhs 
represent  the  arrears  which  accumulated  during  1106  and’  1107. 
Subsequent  to  those  years  the  arrears  have  increased  only  by  about 
Rs  2  lakhs.  As  the  honourable  members  are  aware,  the  economic 
depression  set  in  towards  the  end  of  1105.  Shops  were  disposed 
of  in  auction  for  the  years  1106  and  1107  just  before  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  depression.  In  the  northern  taluks  the  shops  were  bid 
in  auction  for  fabulously  high  rentals.  But  before  the  bidders  could 
begin  business  depression  set  in  as  a  result  of  which,  many  of  them 
failed  to  complete  the  security  and  start  the  business.  The  shops 
had  therefore  to  be  resold.  As  the  honourable  member  from  Nedu- 
mangad  pointed  out  the  purchasers  of  shops  are  asked  to  deposit  as 
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security  three  to  six  kists  in  advance.  But  at  the  time  the  shops 
are  purchased  they  deposit  only  one  kist  or  one-tenth  of  the  annual 
rental.  If  a  shop  went  for  Rs.  1,000  Ks  100  is  deposited  as 
security  then  and  there. 

Mr.  Nednmangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  ;  May  I  know  the 
reason  why  the  arrears  went  up  to  Rs.  2  lakhs  in  1106  while  in 
1105  it  was  Rs.  30,000  ?  I  am  referring  from  page  20  of  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  Report  of  1111. 

Mr.  C.  O.  Madhavan  :  I  am  corning  to  that.  What  hap- 
pens  is  this.  At  the  time  of  the  auction  one-tenth  ot  the  annual 
rent  is  deposited  as  security.  The  remaining  two-tenths  or  more 
are  deposited  before  the  commencement  of  the  year.  Agreement  is 
executed  and  license  is  granted.  But  in  1105  before  it  was  time  to 
complete  the  security  and  execute  the  agreement,  depression  set  in. 
So  most  of  the  persons  who  took  up  the  contract  failed  to  complete 
the  security  and  start  business.  In  most  cases  the  shops  did  not 
fetch  even  one-fourth  of  the  original  rental  in  resale.  That  is  how 
the  arrears  went  up  during  the  years  1106  and  1107.  In  regard  to 
the  collection  of  these  arrears  I  may  say  that  the  position  of  the 
Government  is  not  in  any  way  better  than  that  of  an  ordinary 
Secured  creditor.  It  is  worse.  If  the  property  proceeded  against 
is  subject  to  prior  encumbrances  Government  cannot  purchase  the 
property  in  auction,  and  they  have  to  give  it  up.  That  is  what 
happens  in  many  cases.  It  is  not  that  the  solvency  of  persons  was 
not  taken  into  consideration  at  the  time  when  the  shops  were  dis¬ 
posed  of. 

Sir,  with  regard  to  the  observation  made  by  honourable  mem¬ 
ber  Mr.  Narayaua  Iyer  that  the  Excise  Commissioner  is  acting  un¬ 
aided  and  single  handed  in  the  disposal  of  shops  without  any  direct 
or  first  hand  information  regarding  the  solvency  of  bidders,  I  may 
say  that,  at  the  time  of  the  auction,  the  Assistant  Commissioner  of 
the  Division  and  the  Tahasildar  of  the  Taluk  with  his  Proverthicars 
are  invariably  present  with  the  Excise  Commissioner.  It  is  with 
the  help  and  advise  of  these  officers  that  the  shops  are  disposed  of. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath :  May  I  know  the  aggregate  amount 
of  arrears  that  has  been  written  off  since  the  year  1105  ? 

Mr.  C.  O.  Madhavan  :  I  have  not  got  that  information, 
Sir.  Sir,  to  continue  what  I  was  saying,  the  solvancy  of  a  bidder 
is  now  determined  by  the  tax  he  pays.  The  question  of  the  encum¬ 
brances'  on  the  properties  is  not  now  gone  into.  How  far  we  can 
enquire  into  the  encumbrances  on  the  properties  of  a  defaulter  is 
now  under  the  consideration  of  Government.  But  I  may  say  that 
the  question  is  beset  with  so  many  serious  difficulties.  The  soly- 
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ancy  of  a  bidder  is  at  present  judged  by  his  tax  paying  capacity. 
But  the  property  for  which  he  pays  tax  may  have  prior  encum¬ 
brances.  In  most  of  tb.e  cases . . 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R-  Kesavan  Nair:  May  I  know  when 
the  Commissioner  came  to  realise  this  ? 

Mr.  C.  0.  Madhavan  :  There  is  no  question  of  taking  the 
properties  of  the  defaulters. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R-  Kesavan  Nair  :  That  is  exactly 
what  I  wanted  to  know. 

President :  The  honourable  member  has  only  five  minutes 
more. 

Mr.  C.  O.  Madhavan  .'  The  difficulty  of  the  Government 
is  that  their  position  as  I  have  said  already  is  in  no  way  better  than 
an  ordinary  secured  creditor.  Those  honourable  members  here  who 
have  got  anything  to  do  with  money-lending  business  know  how 
difficult  it  is  at  present  to  collect  outstanding  debts.  He  is  not  able 
to  realise  even  a  fraction  of  what  he  has  to  get.  Properties  have 
gone  down  so  much  in  value.  Then  how  can  the  Government  avoid 
losing  something  ?  That  aspect  of  the  question  the  House  should 
consider. 

Mr.  K.  R-  Elenkath  ;  May  I  know  why  the  Commissioner 
went  for  fabulously  high  amounts  without  going  into  the  solvency 
of  the  respective  bidders  more  minutely  ? 

Mr.  C-  O  Madhavan  :  Sir,  shops  are  disposed  of  in  auction. 
An  offer  cannot  lightly  be  requested  on  the  ground  of  suspicion 
regarding  the  solvency  of  a  bidder.  It  is  likely  to  be  misconstrued. 
Further  it  is  a  question  of  revenue  and  the  chance  of  getting  a 
better  rental  will  not  easily  be  cast  aside. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair.  May  I  know 
whether  the  tax  paid  by  a  particular  bidder  is  the  sole  criterion  for 
his  solvency  ? 

Mr.  C.  O.  Madhavan  :  Sir,  not  only  from  1105  hut  ever 
since  the  system  began  that  has  been  the  sole  criterion. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  May  1  know  how  it 
was  that  there  was  no  arrears  at  all  under  abkari  revenue  in  a  parti¬ 
cular  period  ? 

Mr.  C.  O.  Madhavan  :  So  far  as  1  am  aware  there  was  not 
such  a  period. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  But  for  the  infor- 

rnation  of  the  Excise  Commissioner  I  may  say  that  there  was  a 
period  when  there  was  no  arrears  at  all. 

Mr.  C.  O.  Madhavan  :  But  I  have  not  seen  any  records 
to  that  effect  up  till  now..  That  much  about  the  accumulation  of 
arrears.  -  . 
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Then  another  important  point  which  was  discussed  here  is 
about  smuggling.  Mr.  Narayana  Aiyar  and  Mr.  Chacko  dealt  at 
length  on  the  subject-  Mr.  Chacko  said  that  to  stop  smuggling 
the  practice  of  receiving  bribes  by  the  subordinate  excise  officers 
should  be  stopped.  I  do  not  know  how  far  the  honourable  mem¬ 
bers  are  justified  in  making  such  sweeping  remarks.  I  do  not  deny 
that  there  may  be  black  sheep  among  the  subordinate  officers  of  the 
Excise  Department.  Human  nature  being  what  it  is,  it  can  not  be 
otherwise  But  when  any  instance  is  brought  to  notice,  the  officer 
concerned  is  severely  dealt  with.  But  to  say  that  to  stop  smug¬ 
gling,  bribery  should  be  stopped  is  too  sweeping  a  condemnation  of 
the  subordinate  officers  of  the  department. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  May  I  know  whether  the  percentage 
of  black  sheep  in  the  department  is  higher  than  the  percentage  of 
white  sheep  ?  {Laughter). 

Ml*.  C-  0.  Madhavan  :  Sir,  the  percentage  will  be  the 
same  in  all  departments  having  the  same  opportunities. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Ananthasivn  Aiyar’s  remarks  about  the 
appointment  of  more  C.  I.  D.  officers,  I  may  say  that  for  the  next 
year  two  additional  Inspectors  will  be  appointed  for  this  work.  Provi¬ 
sion  for  that  has  also  been  included  in  the  budget.  The  importance 
of  this  branch  of  work  has  been  recognised  by  Government  and 
provision  has  been  accordingly  made- 

Another  point  dealt  with  relates  to  malpractices  resulting  in  the 
fall  in  the  consumption  of  arrack.  Sir,  a  reference  to  the  review  by 
Government  of  the  departmental  Administration  Report  was  made 
by  one  of  the  honourable  members.  1  would  invite  a  reference  to 
page  7  of  the  Administration  Report  of  my  Department  which 
reads  thus : 

“Of  course  the  setting  in  of  the  economic  depression  was  responsible  in 
a  great  measure  for  the  steep  decrease  ;  but  that  is  not  the  only 
cause.  The  supply  of  arrack  had  su  important  beating  on  the 
,  drop  in  the  consumption  of  licit  arrack. 

As  an  experiment,  to  see  how  far  stronger  drink  would  increase 
the  consumption,  we  have  introduced  stronger  arrack  this  year 
and  the  result  is  already  visible.  Up  to  the  end  of  last  Mithunam, 
there  is  an  increase  of  over  8,000  proof  gallons  as  compared  with 
the  consumption  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1111.  Sir, 
people  want  strong  drinks.  Mr.  Kuru villa  and  Mr.  Narayana 
Aiyar  referred  to  the  policy  of  the  Government,  namely,  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  gradual  prohibition.  It  is  true  that  Government  have 
accepted  that  policy  and  are  really  working  in  that  direction.  But 
the  people  are  not  prepared  for  it.  They  want  liquor  ;  they  want 
strong  liquor.  Unless  public  opinion  is  created  in  favour  of  prohi- 
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bition,  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  Government  to  achieve  that 
goal.  The  attempt  to  enforce  prohibition  when  people  are  not 
prepared  for  it,  will  result  only  in  the  wide-spread  prevalence  of 
malpractices  and  the  replacement  of  licit  liquor  by  illicit  liquor- 

The  question  that  a  sum  of  Rs.  7, 32. 9^8  under  Demand  V 
Excise  Department  be  granted  was  put  to  vote  and  carried. 

The  grant  was  made. 

DEMAND  VI — ADMINISTRATION  OF  JUSTICE. 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai  (Additional  Head 
Sirkar  Vakil)  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding 
Rs.  10,94,153,  under  Demand  VI — Administration  of  Justice. 

Mr.  C-  N.  Thuppan  Nambooripad  ( Jmmies )  im>d>7  rruicul 
<o6<Sta>osiB)]acD>  cruosmcnul^0  igjcc^jc&crucCorailACo  CDaiasrca 

ciboTaabo  gogHtoflrai  ®a.osniajRBC'rT)raIlcnosn&0  sraoab  g.Sj0l<Mangf. 
ggcrnlcfesloojoai)  ogjeeJaial)  o_io<v}tom,<mU'ra  gc/oomo  sazlaoteb  <flDe§sns 
®cml83ocodraslggT«aK09  ecacryoeftoSceaecaiooc  ro;®d3saf|pj  <ft6rac9fi>0dK>] 
ffl<fto§d9ffl6ro6>acnoo^  accflAslaroae  ocosejaaioi)  a-jog^o&cTOtjf!ao  ajny 
SB.  S*CKE  So9S>fOc963Sl^lda>t0€3  OCgS&v&kV)  aJQ^Ocftfman'lotl^lCOiaS  Qjjcunfun 
®raaDcn>©Tiyu  (Bc&cvyai&o^ceftsmtiiziofnjsnt)  cujojctud.  ngjrmoiai)  anal 
(ftslctrod)  oaeainMcib  QJorruOcftcmffincK)  qcuigg.  AsHgjpAc&OocSaocm] 
6>e8>D§c663mr»  ®(0>ntVca)ijpfflO2i<a&  «a^]ao<ra®s  aflcb]  fflazfh&s’icooab  ogie&j 
.i2jcrjl<cs6  cujQicnmafljc^lggg,  cfl>osirt5YO)  cbliOcesi  astro  raj  .o-j  csrDro'Oaags"  t&izz 
o cf)  aol  can  coil  Tyl|g&.  aggooio  cesosrar®  af'.®<fls>o®<ru(ol^  -®c&o§c9fflsrn 
®0crno6fT&“.  gQSBBftOOSQJsmo  culaDtSjtc^Q-jlcaisiosiooorra  ass  aflocra 
tatmlejo  ajosroirral^lgj.  <Bro<g,<8a_to®&jra)®am  auoaicD{ist3^.as  ofleiatai 
cnjosojcmflp^o  ogQS&Joaiab  ajonruoarrailaD  Goa.-isugjgjB  aoi<0c9s>osf» 
O^sejoaicib  aJonmcAom  rail  era  gjaajgta  cfeslggltSjcaooccri  cftsmoeaOceacm 
<§f.  aacmltftisloQ'ocxb  snUg^ttsacm  aoailaoihtBQ  ruga®  c8icg)®<aTin  g)6nso 
efts  cm  rawer®0.  ffirarailejo  aflGooaafl^u  goig-pejoc^aa.  oflaflcfliCo  acufl 
jaoaro  i^affirmTeiaPcfeo  aru83>s®aJ|§grc2)crTDsn§0.  gg®  ailaai<B>«jrc»r|<o&  mil 
oI10B«<flfflOSnjn  (g^ara^ c8>o  ^@)@«51c<e5i6rBra>ocDjl|«i§ .  sraaictsas  Otyaruo 
eaJo®&)  qiIcdT  cS> itAcylcSs moral ioo  afloDiamralfflato  (Si®Qjqgj®aocnD<il 
gjegjo.  <BTDra9.coo(0&  ci^ggS)  ®<ft><ryo  aflaDtsaonrifg!0  oolooiaacioauroU^ 
rai®rm®OJ6mo. 

ggabl  o^aolcfia  (jjrtasooQSS.  laaooorosc&ocgo  gamraasit&ffisajoA 
cuDamg-jocfloa>oer®%  ©JcrzTldKxoo  gsrocolaibffiemsfflaioAcuJioicnlmro 
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Qiylai3c9ffllc5})l^sniu.  Q0crno®6  sic®  ggcrsWocSsiScaaoroab  gsrD©6tEjcio 
anmlcoocfifi  esaiofiaulofi  (srtGaJcemacejO^cesscajoOo  (8rDaa>oOo  ®@®<0bgjoo 
oJOToaAO^tSaojoooesreo  oroaiadsbopo  gooo^Ictv0  Qifeosmn  oJoamal 

gggg0  Kflaldsafflo  C8.S206UD0  (8rD@a<feo6r^u  GSOJoiiaolau"  go©  <s<a>ay  a@ 
§,mocA  flrocul<fl90©aflagjcno°  m>< efeHiy0  (srosajaai  (u.aa?l<!<6«6refla»l 

(olaacrro.  ass  soaW  orD5®lo  ®i@ao  fmoe^csacftalroii  mo^ces!§6n§o 
a2flfflecrrioca&  ©sn^o  ^cnoo  esEuo<fctujca>sn<D&  ga©  (ct©icth>1gjss  (OcSfe(scioo|l 
cryc&Oo  acftosima0  ranekitsssoo  aqoagj^ajIScafflsnslojKso.  gjgf  obloo 
OTLQfflnnlfflS  snalaotfiJ3u  n^ooojo  aieJW  anjocl^gleacio  ac&0§cfl8cn96n§o. 
(8rti@a 3>osniu  gem®6t®cn(innla5oa»l  <srD8cUc9^ace>o§teaiBcnJoOo  isroGoj 
aflfc&scDO^0  ©as  ffionoOQ,ai2abcv®sl  GaismazicimoQJc®jag-j§ca>oqjo  ®i© 
eqTyoQ,a2ia{)61(o6  saalcfla©<flssl£gl<fe|gsG  aOoagj§tamicriri«8crno«j6  1913 
(STOSaJtafiKuisirm  fruJl*®l«96)oa(D>  (as^tftgRo  6)^jgjocri)  osmoi&cuSlaai 
(argjajflcruitaocefe  <bqj6ih§  oblo^iboaidSjOo  aie>o§<9ffl0mo.  go©  ©srif  rruoco<ufl 
<e>gf|ffi&  cuoiasnaabci  (g_}®<mjc8)0  ©aDltaasnoaeicino’  (8TO@jfflicl.a^a<e>osni 
ofVogfl.aja&oaB  cn&. 

Mr.  Q-  Narayana  Aiyar  :  In  supporting  the  Demand  I 
would  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  one  grievance.  In 
the  recruitment  of  Munsiffs,  it  is  well  known  that  preference  is 
being  given  to  Vakils  practising  in  the  High  Court  ;  and  the  Vakils 
practising  in  the  mofussil  courts  are  being  completely  ignored.  It 
has  been  admitted  that  there  are  very  competent  men,  eligible  for 
appointment  as  Munsiffs,  in  the  mofussil  courts  also.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  in  British  India,  recruitment  to  the  j  udiciary  is  being  made 
from  the  Vakils  practising  in  the  mofussil  also.  In  fact,  they  are 
better  conversant  with  the  conduct  of  original  suits  than  the  Vakils 
practising  before  the  High  Court  ;  and  it  is  original  suits  that  the 
Munsiffs  have  to  dispose  of.  I  hope  that,  at  least  in  future,  the 
claims  of  the  Vakils  practising  in  the  mofussil  will  be  considered  in 
the  matter  of  recruitment  as  Munsiffs- 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas'  I  oppose  the  Demand.  I  entirely 
agree  with  what  Mr.  Narayana  Aiyar  has  stated.  There  is  also 
another  point  which  I  would  like  to  raise,  namely,  the  present  in¬ 
equality  in  the  matter  of  communal  representation  in  the  judiciary. 
This  inequality  is  very  patent.  Out  of  about  40  Munsiffs,  there  is 
only  one  Syrian  Catholic.  I  would  request  the  Government  to  try 
to  appoint  more  Munsiffs  from  among  the  Syrian  Catholics,  and 
also  to  remove  the  inequality  of  representation  in  the  Department 
in  general,  . 
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Mr.  James  Fletcher  ( Kalhulam  and  Vilanankod  ...... 

NeyyattinJcara)  :  I.  oppose  the  Demand  with  a  view  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  Government  the  following  important  points. 

With  regardito  the  recruitment  of  Magistrates  firstly.  It  has 
been  the  practice  to  recruit  them  from  among  the  clerical  staff  of 
the  Secretariat  and  of  the  Account  Office.  There  has  been  a  slight 
change  lately.  Now,  let  me  point  out  the  disabilities  of  the  clerks 
in  efficently  filling  up  the  magistrates’  posts.  A  young  man  who 
has  passed  the  b.  a.,  and  the  b.  l.,  degree  examinations  works  as  a 
clerk  for  1 0  or  15  years.  His  work  does  not  give  him  any  ex¬ 
perience  in  judicial  work  ;  he  has  no  occasion  even  to  hear  a  case 
being  argued  or  a  witness  being  examined.  Such  a  young  man, 
when  he  reaches  a  particular  grade,  is  transplanted  suddently  as  a 
magistrate  and  is  asked  to  do  a  work  of  which  he  has  absolutely  no 
idea  or  knowledge.  If  he  is  a  young  man,  with  difficulty,  he  may 
adapt  himself  to  the  change.  If  he  is  not  young,  he  invariably 
finds  it  practically  impossible  to  so  adapt  himself.  In  fact  there 
are  such  elderly  magistrates  who  do  not  know  how  to  write  judg¬ 
ments  in  accordance  with  tlis  provisions  of  the  Criminal  Procedure 
Code,  I  can  give  specific  instances  of  magistrates  whose  judg¬ 
ments  are  invariably  set  aside  for  the  mere  reason  that  they  do  not 
conform  to  the  provisions  of  the  Criminal  Procedure  Code.  This 
has  happened  in  many  criminal  appeal  cases  in  which  I  have  my¬ 
self  appeared  as  a  vakil.  The  magistrate  has  not  been  able  to  state 
in  his  judgment  the  necessary  points  for  determination  in  the 
judgment.  1  would  therefore  strongly  condemn  the  policy  of  re¬ 
recruiting  magistrates  from  the  clerical  staff.  There  may  be  a  few 
clever  men  among  the  clerks.  But  they  are  only  exceptions,  and  I 
have  no  objection  in  such  exceptionally  clever  clerks  being  recruited 
as  magistrates.  In  all  other  cases  recruitment  to  the  magistracy 
must  be  confined  to  the  Bar,  I  congratulate  the  Government  for 
having  appointed  lately  a  few  lawyers  as  magistrates  ;  they  are 
now  doing  excellent  work. 

Secondly  I  would  also  invite  the  attention  of  Government  to 
the  need  for  the  separation  of  the  judiciary  from  the  executive. 
Of  course,  for  the  sake  of  economy,  first  class  magisterial  powers 
are  given  to  certain  Tahsildars.  Often,  the  economy  of  the  ad¬ 
vantage  in  the  financial  position  works  against  efficiency.  The 
Tahsildar  is  not  able  to  -do  his  work  satisfactorily.  The  parties 
in  criminal  cases  come  from  various  parts  of  the  taluk  and  they 
wait  at  the  office  of  the  Tahsildar.  As  an  executive  officer  the 
Tahsildar  has  to  be  on  circuit  and  he  comes  late  to  the  office. 
When  he  finds  it  difficult  to  dispose  of  the  cases  and  therefore  lie 
adjourns  the  cases.  This  goes  on  throughout  the  year.  He  is 
more  particular  about  the  question  of  collecting  the  revenues  rather 
Vol.  X.  Xo.  5. 
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than  of  disposing  justice.  Therefore  I  would  request  the  Govern¬ 
ment  as  far  as  possible  to  separate  the  judiciary  from  the  execu. 
tive.  With  these  words  I  oppose  the  grant. 

Mr.  K.  M.  Korah  :  Sir,  I  oppose  the  demand  with  a  view 
to  bring  to  the  kind  attention  of  the  Government  a  few  points  con¬ 
cerning  the  conciliation  boards-  It  is  admitted  that  the  agricul¬ 
turists  deserve  the  sympathy  and  consideration  of  Government. 
Hence  conciliation  boards  have  been  established.  There  are  agri- 
culturists  throughout  the  whole  State  and  all  of  them  are  not 
benefitted  by  these  boards.  So  my  first  submission  is  that  con¬ 
ciliation  boards  should  be  established  throughout  the  whole  State. 

I  hops  all  the  honourable  members  of  this  House  will  join 
with  me  when  I  say  that  of  all  the  agriculturists  it  is  the  Kuttanad 
agriculturists  who  are  keenly  affected  by  the  present  economic  de¬ 
pression.  Taking  the  Kuttanad  agriculturists  into  consideration  it 
is  clear  that  the  present  conciliation  boards  are  practically  of  no 
use  to  them.  For  example,  in  Ambalapuzha  taluk  where  most  of 
these  large  scale  cultivators  live  and  where  the  pecuniary  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  conciliation  officer  comes  to  Rs.  5,000  where  these 
large  scale  cultivators  are  involved  in  debts  amounting  to  even 
more  than  25  to  30  thousand  rupees  they  are  actually  not  benefitted 
in  any  way  by  the  conciliation  boards.  My  submission  therefore  is 
that  a  ,  conciliation  board  with  unlimitted  pecuniary  jurisdiction 
should  be  established  somewhere  in  KuttanaJ. 

With  these  words,  I  oppose  the  grant. 

Mr.  M.  K.  Ananthasiva  Aiyar  :  Sir,  I  also  oppose  the 
motion.  That  people  in  and  outside  the  state  have  reposed  much 
reliance  on  the  credit  of  the  Travancore  State  is  unquestionable  as 
may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  the  per  cent,  loan  of  1956  was 
out  in  the  market  for  subscription  only  for  a  few  seconds  and  that 
the  applicants  for  bonds  got  only  bonds  for  18  per  cent,  of  the 
amounts  applied  for.  But  the  condition  of  the  people  is  just  the 
opposite.  They  have  not  got  the  necessary  credit.  Whatever  be 
the  exteut  or  the  value  of  the  properties  they  may  own,  they  are 
not  able  to  get  loans  of  even  very  small  amounts  from  either  within 
or  from  without  the  State,  This  is  due  to  the  want  of  confidence 
that  a  lender  ought  to  repose  on  the  borrower.  '  Wealth  production 
is  the  product  of  capital.  The  agriculturist,  the  trader,  the  industri¬ 
alist  or  anyone  who  has  got  to  do  anything  with  any  business  must 
have  capital  in  his  hands  in  order  to  succeed  in  his  enterprise.  Un~ 
usual  delays  in  the  administration  of  justice  that  is  to  say  in  the 
disposal  of  suits  ana  in  the  disposal  of  execution  applications  by 
the  civil  courts  of  the  land,  due  partly  to  the  undue  sympathy  to- 
B-ecds  the  judgment  debtors  and  the  want  of  sympi'hj  towards 
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the  decree  holders  and  due  partly  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  officers 
or  the  disinclination  to  work  on  account  of  want  of  proper  recogni¬ 
tion  of  efficiency  or  merit,  the  passing  of  the  Agriculturists’  Relief 
Regulation  with  some  special  suggestions  for  conciliation  which 
could  not  be  found  anywhere  else  and  the  establishment  of  concilia¬ 
tion  boards  without  at  the  same  time  a  proper  agency  to  pay  off 
the  conciliated  debts  are  some  of  the  reasons  for  the  fall  in  the 
credit  of  the.  people.  The  most  important  thing  that  is  now 
required  in  the  country  for  the  uplift  of  the  people  and  for  the 
starting  of  industries,  is  capital.  It  is  an  essential  thing  and  unless 
these  defects  pointed  out  are  removed  from  the  country  no  capital 
may  be  forth  coming  and  there  will  be  no  salvation  for  the  people. 

Mr.  M-  S.  Anirudhan  :  Sir,  I  also  oppose  the  motion 
The  grounds  for  my  opposing  the  motion  is,  as  in  the  case  of  every 
other  department,  in  .this  department  also  that  the  principles  of 
communal  representation  must  be  accepted.  Sir,  going  through  a 
caste-war  statement  of  the  judicial  department,  a  man  belonging  to 
the  unrepresented  communities  may  be  astounded.  The  represen¬ 
tation  is  so  very  low.  It  is  now  more  than  25  years  L  think  since 
the  Judicial  Department  has  been  thrown  open  to  our  community 
and  in  these  twenty  five  years  I  may  say  that  there  is  only  one 
Muusiff  who  is  in  service  belonging  to  our  community,  If  any 
other  section  is  taken  into  consideration  you  will  see  the  glaring  in¬ 
equality  to  which  the  unrepresented  communities  have  been  put,  I 
concede  that  in  judicial  service  efficiency  may  be  given  preference. 
But  my  point  is  that  among  the  efficient  people  the  claims  of  un¬ 
represented  communities  may  be  given  preference.  You  may  fix 
any  minimum  qualification  and  among  the  people  who  hold  that 
minimum  qualification  the  under-represented  communities  may  be 
given  preference. 

While  speaking  on  this  matter,  I  have  to  refer  to  the  recent 
G.  0.  regarding  recruitment  to  the  Judicial  service-  There  also  I 
am  very  sorry  to  see  that  nothing  is  said  about  the  adjustments  of 
communal  claims.  In  the  previous  G.  0.  it  has  been  said  that  the 
claims  of  communal  adjustments  also  may  be  considered.  But  I 
am  very  sorry  that  in  the  present  G.  0.  there  is  no  reference  to  it. 
Therefore  1  bring  to  the  kind  notice  of  this  House  that  this  is  a 
Very  glaring  injustice  done  to  those  communities  who  are  under-repre¬ 
sented  in  this  department  and  I  would  request  the  Government  that 
when  applicants  from  under-represented  community  satisfy  the 
minimum  qualification  communal  considerations  may  be  given  prefer¬ 
ence. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P-  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  Sir,  I  rise 
to  support  the  Demand  for  this  reason.  The  Goverpipent  after  all 
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came  to  a  Very  vise  decision  regarding  the  recruitment  to  the  judi¬ 
ciary.  The  G.  0- saying  that  hereafter  the  Government  and  the 
High  Court  will  bo  guided  by  efficiency  in  the  matter  of  recruitment 
to  the  judiciary  is  very  welcome  indeed.  > Sir,  in  that  matter  the 
Government  is-  only  following  the  example  set  by  all  level  headed 
men  outside,  in  the  sense  that  clients  when  they  want  legal  advice 
transcend  the  barriers  of  caste  and  community  and  go  to  the  people 
who  are  really  competent  to  give  them  proper  legal  advice.  Even 
the.  communities  to  which  some  of  my  friends  belong,  and  who 
want  communal  representation  in  the  services,  even  they  when  it 
comes  to  a  matter  of  seeking  the  advice  of  a  lawyer,  they  go  to  the 
lawyer  who  can  best  give  the  advice  and  they  go  to  a  lawyer  who 
has  character  and  ability  without  considering  the  community  of  the 
lawyer.  In  the  same  manner  when  the  Government  want  to  ap¬ 
point  a  judge  it  is  but  right  and  proper  that  they  appoint  only  those 
people  who'  will  satisfy  them  in  regard  to  character  and  ability  wi'h-, 
outireference  to  the  community  to  which  that  lawyer  might  belong.. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  Is  character  and  ability  pecu¬ 
liar  to  any  one  particular  community  ? 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  Yes.  By  long 
heredity  it  has  been  found  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  people  in 
certain  communities  are  men  of  character  and  ability  than  in  certain 
other  communities  who  made  use  of  the  educational  facilities  only 
during  the  last  10  or  15  years  and  who  have  been  recently  clamour¬ 
ing  in  season  and  out  of  season  for  representation  in  the  public 
service. 

Now,  Sir,  I.  am  in  complete  agreement  with  my  friends  who 
represented  that  there  should  be  greater  recruitment .  from  the  Bar 
to  the  Judicial  Department  and  to  the  Magistracy.  At  the  same 
time  it  is  right  and  proper  that  a  small  percentage  of  the  appoint¬ 
ments  should  be  given  to  the  men  who  are  in  clerical  service  so  that 
it  might  act  as  an  incentive  to  them  to  discharge  their  work  faith¬ 
fully  and  truly, 

I  am  sorry  I  cannot  agree  with  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Ananthasiva  Aiyar  when  he  said  that  the  law  courts  are  particularly 
delaying  matters.  It  is  a  matter  of  common  experience  that  this, 
land  is  inhabited  by  people  who  are  very  leisurely  in  their  habits. 
Therefore,  it  is  not  unusual  for  one  like  me  as  a  lawyer  to  apply 
for  time  for  filing  of  written  statements  six  or  seven  times.  The  . 
clients  go  and  request  the  valdl  to  put  in  an  application  for  time 
and  it  would  not  be  proper  to  say  that  the  judiciary  are  particularly 
anxious  to  protract  matters.  Also  the  charge  was  levelled  against 
them  that  they  are  particularly  siding  with  debtors,  Mr.  Anantha- 
eiva  Aiyar  who  has  been  favoured  by  fortune  will  certainly  lay 
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particular  strees  which  I  for  one  cannot.  .Sir,  I  have  come  across 
judges,  themselves  very  fortunate  men  whoso  bank  balance  is  by  no 
means  small  whose  outlook  is  not  in  sympathy  with  the  debtor. 

Sir,  I  forgot  to  mention  ones  thing  about  the  G.  0.  and  that  is 
with  reference  to  the  income  tax.  Of  course  income  tax  cannot  be 
an  unerring  test.  If  it  had  been  something  like  a  blue  litmus  test 
of  efficiency  I  would  have  understood  it.  If  recruitment  to  the 
Judiciary  will  depend  upon  income  tax  I  do  not  want  to  say  any¬ 
thing  disparaging  to  my  colleagues  of  the  legal  profession  ;  1  do 
not  say  that  they  are  going  to  cook  up  false  accounts,  I  only  say 
that  they  would  exert  not  a  very  enjoyable  or  eommenable  pres¬ 
sure  upon  their  clients.  And  especially  when  there  is  financial 
depression  all  round  it  is  not  right  that  the  Government  indirectly 
abet  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  to  bring  pressure  upon  the 
clients  so  that  they  may  prove  themselves  from  an  objectionable 
point  of  view  eligitlenfor  the  judicial  service. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib:  Sir,  in  opposing  the 
demand  I  would  emphasise  the  necessity  of  appointing  memebrs  of 
backward  communities  at  least  in  the  ministerial  establishment  such 
as 'process  servers,  peons,  amins  and  so  forth.  Even  after  the 
fublic  Service  Recruitment  Rules  -were  put  into  operation  I  find  only 
very  few  appointments  were  made  from  the  backward  communities- 
When  temporary  vacancies  arise  the  courts  fill  them  up, by  appoin¬ 
ting  fresh  hands  on  the  pretext  that  departmental  heads  are  given 
powers  to  fillup  vacancies  up  to  one  month.  Sir,  without  rhyme 
or  reason,  without  any  principle  whatsoever,  appointments  have 
been- going  on  in  the  ministerial  establishments  in  the  judicial  De¬ 
partment  for  the  last  so  many  years.  It  was  reasonably  expected ' 
that  at  least  after  the  rules  were  laid  down,  some  definite  principle 
will  be  adhered  to.  But  the  results  are  disappointing.  There  are 
many  E.  S.  L.  0.  holders  and  V.  S.  L.  0.  holders  who  have  passed 
the  minimum  examinations  prescribed  for  these  appointments  ;  yet 
they  have  not  been  appointed.  It  is  high  time  to  consider  the  claims 
of  these  backward  communities  and  see  that  they  get  adequete  re¬ 
presentation.  A  resolution  was  passed  at  a  former  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  effect  that  at  least  50  per  cent  of  the  magistrates 
should  be  recruited  from  the  bar.  Though  three  appointments  were 
made  from  the  bar,  I  would  emphasise  the  importance  of  consider¬ 
ing  that  resolution  in  filling  up  vacancies  of  magistrates  in  future. 
That  resolution  must  be  accepted  and  acted  upon.  I  would,  in  this 
connection,  urge  the  necessity  for  enhancing  the  pay  of  clerks  in 
these  courts  ancl  thereby  put  an  end  to  corruption.  It  is  admitted 
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on  all  hands  that  they  are  over-worked  people.  While  in  other 
officers  the  clerks  work  till  5  o’  clock  only  these  poor  clerks  in  the 
courts  go  to  office  at  8  in  the  morning  and  work  till  S  in  the  night. 
It  will  go  a  great  way  in  putting  an  end  to  corruption  if  the  pay  of 
these  clerks  is  enhanced* 

Sir,  one  word  in  regard  to  the  conciliation  boards.  If  Regula¬ 
tion  III  of  1112  is  intended  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  agri¬ 
culturists  and  if  the  benefits  should  accure  to  all  agriculturists,  I 
would  urge  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  conciliation  officers  may  be 
extended  as  far  as  possible.  For  example  in  Trivandrum  concilia¬ 
tion  was  started  in  four  pakuthies.  I  understand  that  from  the 
1st  Chingom  1118,  the  jurisdiction  will  be  extended  to  the  whole  of 
the  Trivandrum  taluk.  If  the  agriculturists  of  Chirayinkil  and 
Nedumangad  also  require  the  benefits  of  conciliation,  then  the  juris¬ 
diction  must  be  extended  to  those  areas  as  well. 

One  word  regarding  the  recent  G.  0.  The  rules  laid  down  in 
the  recent  G.  0.  are  not  quite  necessary  considering  the  conditions 
prevailing  in  this  country.  A  member  of  the  bar  who  has  an  in¬ 
come  which  is  assessable  to  income  tax  will  not  ordinarily  care  to 
enter  office.  So  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  fulfil 
these  conditions  and  it  is  not  in  my  opinion,  a  workable  proposition. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  When  I  defined  efficiency  and 
character  as  crystalised  hypocracy  and  favouritism  I  thought  there 
will  be  an  end  of  it.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the  subject  has  been 
brought  up  again.  1  understand  from  an  honourable  member  that 
efficiency  and  character  are  acquired  by  tradition.  I  ask  one  ques¬ 
tion.  We  hear  every  day  cries  from  honourable  members  accusing 
officials  as  corrupt.  Sir,  if  all  the  officers  of  Travancore  are  to  be 
accused  as  corrupt  by  the  honourable  members  of  this  House,  [  ask 
whether  it  is  the  result  of  tradition  of  the  last  so  many  years.  If 
our  service  should  be  purified,  if  we  want  efficient  administration, 
then  these  traditional  people  must  be  stopped  altogether.  So  let 
there  bo  no  question  of  this  efficiency  being  brought  forward  in  the 
mask  of  favouritsm  as  I  said  yesterday.  Sir,  if  1  am  to  dilate  upon 
this  point,  I  am  very  very  sorry  to  see  coimnunalism,  as  I  call  it,  on 
the  part  of  the  people  who  are  styled  as  efficient.  I  do  not  know 
why  these  honourable  members  quarrel  when  we  speak  of  our  right, 
as  if  they  are  the  custodians  of  this  efficiency. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pjllai:  May  1  know  from 
the  member  why  he  fights  shy  of  efficiency  p 

Mr.T,  Mahomed  Ismail :  I  do  not  fight  shy  of  efficiency. 
In  this  connection  I  must  state  one  word.  Sir,  whenever  I  am  asked 
a  question  I  am  prepared  to  answer  it  and  I  have  answered  it.  I 
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expect  the  same  treatment  from  thos  onourable  members  especi¬ 
ally  from  those  who  assume  a  defiant  attitude  and  say  ‘  I  won’t 
yield’.  Let  it  be  a  lesson  to  the  othe  members  also. 

Due  to  the  efficiency  of  these  traditional  people  who  have  ac¬ 
quired  talents  of  administration,  the  State  has  become  corrupt  to  the 
core.  It  is  again  and  again  stated  by  the  honourable  members  that 
we  want  to  purify  the  administration.  For  the  purification  of  the 
State  let  members  of  unrepresented  communities  be  taken  in  and 
thus  save  the  country  from  the  traditionally  qualified  people. 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  :  Sir,  I  am  in  favour  of  efficiency  being 
the  dominant  consideration  in  the  matter  of  recruitment  to  the  Judi¬ 
cial  service.  Sir,  I  do  not  fight  shy  of  efficiency.  (Bear,  hear.)  What 
is  efficiency  is  the  question  ?  The  trouble  comes  there.  The  most 
important  thing  is  not  the  passing  of  the  B.  L.  Degree  Examination 
in  the  first  class.  Strength  of  character  is  the  most  importani  thing 
in  the  Judicial  service.  How  are  we  going  to  test  it  ?  The  Judges 
who  hear  our  arguments  are  the  most  competent  to  judge  our 
character.  Their  recommendations  will  have  to  be  accepted.  (Bear, 
hear.)  When  we  argue  half  a  dozen  cases,  they  can  more  or  less 
make  out  what  sort  of  fellows  we  are.  If  the  Judges  are  trustworthy 
the  Government  can  safely  act  on  their  advice. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  Sir,  is  the  word  ‘  fellow-  ’  par- 
liamentary  ? 

President  :  It  is,  unless  it  is  specially  used  in  an  uncomple¬ 
mentary  sense. 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  :  It  is  for  the  Government  to  see  if  there 
is  a  community  totally  unrepresented  as  in  the  case  of  the  Muslim 
community.  In  such  cases  a  proper  candidates  may  be  selected  if 
from  among  the  members  recommended  by  the  judges  as  equally 
qualified. 

In  regard  to  incomes  about  which  everybody  has  had  his  say, 
my  own  impression  is  that  the  amount  of  income  and  the  extent  of 
practice  are  not  very  safe  tests.  There  are  various  ways  of  securing 
practice.  The  really  good  man  can  be  known  directly.  That  is  what 
I  have  to  say.  All  that  I  say  is  that  income  may  also  be  taken  into 
consideration.  But  above  all  character  should  weigh  in  recruitment 
so  that  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  impartial  administration 
of  justice  may  not  be  shaken. 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai:  Sir,  I  am  very 
glad  to  rise  up  immediately  after  Mr.  Govindan  with  much  of  whose 
speech  I  entirely  agree.  His  speech  was  confined  to  the  subject  of 
recruitment  to  Judiciary,  at  any  rate  most  of  it  was,  and  lends  con¬ 
siderable  support  to  the  rules  passed  by  Government  recently  re¬ 
garding  this  recruitment.  In  fact,  it  sounds  as  an  echo,  ar-  it  were, 
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of  the  material  portion  of  the  G.  0.  which  emphasises  efficiency  and 
character  and  the  good  opinion  of  the  judges  which  Mr.  Govmdan 
rightly  emphasised.  That  portion  of  the  G.  0.  reads  as  follows : 

“  Keci-uitment  of  District  Munsiffs,  Second  Judges.  Distoiot  Judges  and 
High  Court-  Judge3  will  in  future  he  based  primarily  on  efficiency 
and  professional  standing  at  the  Bar.  The  selection  will  be  deter¬ 
mined  not  only  by  tho  opinion  of  the  Judges  before  whom  the  ap, 
plieants  shall  have  practised  but  by  their  competence  as  proved  by 
the  actual  incomes  earned  by  them  at  the  Bar.  ” 

Sir,  the  Government  recently  considered  the  whole  question  of  re¬ 
cruitment  very  carefully  an  :1  kid  down  these  rules  in  unequivocal 
terms,  and  it  b  very  gratifying  that  they  have  practically  received 
the  approval  of  Mr.  Govindan  who  was  himself  a  judge  once.  Mr. 
Goviudan  rightly  emphasised  efficiency  as  the  dominent  considera¬ 
tion.  But  how  is  the  efficiency  to  be  measured  ?  The  rules  lay  down 
the  methods.  But  says  that  the  extent  of  the  practice  at  the  bar 
should  not  be  the  main  criterion.  But  surely  there  must  be- Rome 
tangible  tests  to  measure  the  efficiency.  What  is  the  tangible  test  ? 
One  test  is  suggested  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  obviously  the 
Judge  before  whom  the  candidate  practised.  Provision  is  made  in 
_  the  Rules  for  this  test  and  I  have  already  read  that.  But  opinions 
may  vary.  A  more  unerring  test  though  even  this  may  possibly  err, 
is  the  extent  of  the  practice  at  the  Bar.  Therefore  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  tests  as  laid  down  in  the  G.  0.  namely,  the  income  test  inter 
alia  must  be  doomed  to  be  hut  a  right  test.  )  Of  course,  there  is  pro¬ 
vision  in  the  rule- for  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  being  taken.  In 
regard  to  communal  representation  I  must  say  that  iu  the  matter 
of  recruitment  to  the  judiciary  the  main  consideration  should 
bo  ability  and  character.  The  main  consideration  should  not 
be  the  candidate’s  community.  I  can  agree  that  if  it  be  pos¬ 
sible  to  conceive  of  two  candidates  having  exactly  the  same 
character  and  ability,  and  if  in  such  a  case  one  of  them  belougs  to  an 
unrepresented  community  that  individual  may  be  preferred.  But 
apart  from  such  merely  possible  cases,  the  main  consideration  should 
bo  character  and  efficiency,  and  I  am  glad  to  think  that  Mr.  Govin¬ 
dan  also  agrees  to  it.  And  that  is  only  right  because  these  judges 
have  to  adjudicate  disputes  not  only  between  members  of  the  same 
community,  but  also  between  members  of  different  communities.  A 
case  may  go  up  before  the  judge  as  between  a  Nair  and  an  Ezhava 
or  a  Nair  and  a  Muslim  or  a  Muslim  and  Christian.  It  is  obvious 
-  therefore  that  the  judge  whoever  he  be  should  bo  a  ‘‘Judgely  ”  judge 
■rather  than  a  Mahometan  judge  or  an  Ezhava  judge  or  a  Christian 
-judge..  It  is  thus  obvious  that  the  appointments  to  the  judiciary 
'  should  not  be  made  on  communal  considerations  but  should  be  made 
in  the  larger  interests  of  the  country.  Everybody  may  have  to  go  to 
a  court  of  law  some  day  or  other  for  the  adjudication  of  some  dis¬ 
putes  or  other.  He  must  be  assured  of  impartial  adjudication  and 
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what  is  more  important,  we  must  create  in  him  a  feeling  of  confiden¬ 
ce  in  the  impartiality  of  the  judge  even  granting  that  the  judge; may 
perhaps  err.  This  is  much  more  important  in  the  interests  of  the 
State  and  the  public  in  general  who  are  of  different  communities  and 
is  undoubtedly  more  important  than  putting  a  few  rupees  and 
cliuckrams  in  the  pockets  of  this  community  or  that  community. 
Let  us  therefore  put  aside  these  communal  claims  in  this  one  depart¬ 
ment,  which  has  but  60  or  .63  officers. 

By  saying  this  T  do  not  suggest  that  the  judiciary  sdiould  be 
made  a  close  preserve  of  any  community  or  communities  or  that 
any  person  should  be  excluded  because  of  his  community,  nor  do  I 
suggest  that  efficiency  and  character  are  the  monopoly  of  any  one 
particular  community.  If  it  is  permissable  for  me  to  make  a  per¬ 
sonal  reference  1  would  in  this  connection  refer  to  our  colleague 
Mr.  Govindan.  He  was  the  first  Ezhava  to  be  appointed  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  judiciary,  he  was  first  appointed  a  Munsiff.  It  was  about 
30  years  ago.  There  was  no  rule  of  communal  rotation  then  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  fact  that  he  was  an  Ezhava  did  not  weigh 
with  the  authorities  in  a  -pointing  him.  He  was  appoiutted  un¬ 
doubtedly,  because  of  his  f-dlity,  character,  and  competency  and  I 
may  add  that  if  the  recent  G.  (’>■  were  then  in  existence,  he  would 
have  quite  satisfied  the  tests  laid  down  and  what  was  the  result, 
He  turned  out  to  be  cne  of  the  most  impartial  and  honoured 
judges,  and  he  rose  by  sheer  ability.  What  he  proved  to  be  may 
be  proved  by  any  person  whether  an  Ezhava  or  a  Nair  or  a 
Maliomedan  or  a  Latin  Catholic.  Only  he  should  be  appointed  for 
reasons  of  efficiency  and  character  and  not  for  the  reason  of  his 
community.  As  the  judge  should  necessarily  create  confidence  in 
the  litigant  public,  it  is  undesirable  to  lay  down  a  set-  rule  that 
a  person  should  be  appointed  as  a  Munsiff  or  a  Judge  because,  he 
belongs  to  a  particular  community.  It  would  be  even  mere  un¬ 
desirable  to  lay  down  a  rule,  a  mathematical  rule,  of  communal 
rotation  for  appointments  to  the  judiciary. 

In  saying  this  I  do  not  suggest  that  any  person  should  be  exclu¬ 
ded  from  the  judiciary  because  of  his  community  and  too  the  actual 
position  today  does  not  show  that  any  person  is  excluded,  because 
of  his  community  and  we  have  today  Ezhava  Judges  and  Christian 
Judges  and  munisiffs. 

One  honourable  member  deplored  that  there  is  only  one  Ezhava 
Munsiff  today.  He  might  have  perhaps  added  that  yesterday  there 
were  two.  Sir,  this  kind  of  argument  sounds  quite  unreal.  It 
looks  like  sayinc  that 

Mr.  M.  S^Anirudhan  :  May  I  ask  whether  one  Munsiff 
was  not  appointed  as  Conciliation  Officer  ? 
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Mur.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  PiUai :  Yus.  That  js 
why  I  said  that  he  might  have  added  at  least  that  yesterday  there 
were  two  Ezhava  Munsiffs,  though  one  having  been  promoted  there 
is  only  one  Ezhava  Munsiff  today.  Sir,  1  was  saying  that  this 
kind  of  argument  looks  very  unreal.  It  is  just  like  a  man  having 
one  hundred. rupee  note  alone  but  no  small  change  in  bis  pocket 
saying  that  he  has  not  a  single  pie  in  his  pocket.  Though  not  a 
Munsiff  an  Ezhava  may  be  a  judge,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  are 
Ezhava  Judges,  That  fact  does  not  apparently  count  with  my 
honourable  friend  when  he  bemoaned  that  there  is  only  one  Mmi- 
siff  from  his  community  today. 

Mr.  M.  S-  AnirudhaH  :  May  I  know  whether  it  is  not  a 
fact  ? 

Mr.  Kay alam  Paramesvaran  Pi llai :  Yes,  it  is  a  fact 
and  what  I  said  is  also  a  fact.  Are  these  not  Ezhava  Judges  today 
and  is  there  not  an  Ezhava  Conciliation  Officer  today  ?  Why  does 
not  my  friend  recognise  that  p  That  is  why  I  likened  that  argu¬ 
ment  to  a  man’s  saying  that  he  has  not  a  single  pie  in  his  pocket 
though  he  has  therein  a  hundred-rupee  note.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  House  will  appreciate  such  bemoauings  for  what  they  are  worth* 

President  :  The  honourable  member  will  please  go  on. 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  PiUai :  Sir,  that  is  all 
about  the  arguments  of  communal  representation. 

It  was  said  by  Mr.  Abdul-  Rahiman  Sahib  that  recruitment  of 
Magistrates  should  be  made  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  from  the  Bar 
and  he  deplored  that  clerks  are  made  Magistrates.  It  is  no  doubt 
true  that  clerks  are  recruited  as  Magistrates.  Evidently  Mr.  Abdur 
Rahiman  wants  them  to  be  excluded. 

Mr.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  A  word  of  personal  expla¬ 
nation,  Sir,  I  only  said  that  50  per  cent  from  the  Bar  should  be 
recruited  as  Magistrates  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  passed  al¬ 
ready  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  PiUai :  So  then  I  take  it 
that  it  is  granted  that  clerks  also  are  fit  to  be  appointed  as  Magis¬ 
trates,  because,  the  balance  50  per  cent  according  to  the  Member 
may  obviously  be  appointed  from  among  the  clerical  staff.  That 
being  so,  1  need  only  say  that  no  definite  rule  can  be  laid  down,  to 
say  that  50  per  cent  of  the  Magistrates  should  be  recruited  from  the 
Bar  and  50  per  cent  from  the  cadre  of  clerks.  Every  applicant  for 
the  place  will  be  considered  on  the  merits  and  the  best  man  selected 
for  .the  appointment.  What  I  think  would  be  the  best  rule  to 
adopt.  On  this  point,  the  House  must  also  realise  one  fact.  The 
Magistracy  forms  part  of  the  Revenue  Department  as  their  ordinary 


DEMAND  VI - ADMINISTRATION  OF  JUSTICE 


603 


promotion  is  in  the  Revenue  line-  If  50  per  cent  of  the  Magistra¬ 
tes  are  to  be  reserved  for  the  bar,  it  would  in  effect  mean  or  lead  to 
the  result  that  50  per  cent  of  the  revenue  appointments  of  Talisil- 
dars,  Assistant  Pcishkars  and  Division  Peishkars  should  be  reserved 
for  the  Bar.  This  also  has  to  be  kept  in  mind  by  honourable 
members  when  they  advocate  for  a  definite  rule  as  suggested. 

In  regard  to  Conciliation  Boards,  Mr.  Thuppan  Xambootiri 
pointed  out-  that  certain  Jenmikaram  cases  were  brought  up  for  con¬ 
ciliation.  It  was  stated  that  the  Officers  themselves  found  that  it 
was  wrong  and  eventually  rejected  the  applications.  When  few 
morey  applications  are  rejected,  people  will  realise  therules  and  there 
will  be  no  reason  for  complaint. 

Mr.  C.  N-  Thuppan  Namboodiripad  :  saAeamrormlcTD  crP 

oroiQailoJl|sa  oflejocsossmo  As’lozPajgaaa  fflcogj'lcao  cnUg^ooniy 
ojlttfl  s>A0§(Bt9B)sn§g“.  (sraeano  tfesloolsuasas  ai,ej  (Srocrgjocfi'RSKjfltw 
tMlooilejag.  (soooaotruffll^ossmo  n§<g)u? 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Filial :  That  is  a  matter 
for  legal  opinion  which  I  cannot  give  now  to  Mr.  Xambooripad. 
Anyhow  the  matter  was  decided  by  the  Judges  in  the  course  of  their 
judicial  work  and  Government  cannot  intervene.  If  any  party  is 
aggrieved,  he  should  prefer  an  appeal  and  get  a  final  ruling.  That 
ruling  will  no  doubt  be  followed  by  all  the  subordinate  courts. 
Whatever  opinion  I  can  now  give  can  only  be  given  on  behalf  of 
Government  and  Government  cannot  intervene  in  such  matters. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar,  suggested  that  the  claims  of 
members  of  mofussil  Bar  should  be  taken  into  consideration  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  recruitment  of  Munsiffs.  1  have  already  read  o 
the  House  the  main  considerations  on  which  Munsiffs  and  Judges 
will  be  recruited.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  mofussil  Bar  is  not  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  field  of  choice. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  Has  anybody  been  recruited 
from  the  mofussil  Bar  ? 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai :  Though  perhaps 
such  recruitments  may  be  few,  still  there  have  been  such  recruit¬ 
ments.  However,  the  present  rules  do  not  include  the  mofussil  Bar 
and  I  trust  that  the  claims  of  the  members  from  the  mofussil  Bar 
too  will  receive  consideration.  Sir,  I  think  I  have  covered  all 
points. 

The  question  that  a  sum  of  Rs.  10,94,152  under  Demand  Yl — 
Administration  of  Justice  be  granted  was  put  to  vote  and  carried. 

The  grant  was  made. 
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Mr.  (I.  B.  E.  Truscott :  Sir,  I  move  for  a  grant  notexcee- 
ding  Rs.  41,21,801  under  Demand  VII — Public  Works  Department 
including  capital  Expenditure  not  charged  to  revenue- 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  Sir,  I  oppose  the  grant.  My 
idea  is  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Chief  Engineer  that  local  needs 
should  be  attended  to.  No  purpose  is  served  by  simply  replying  that 
the  matter  will  be  considered.  The  Chief  Engineer  should  ascer¬ 
tain  first-hand  what  the  urgent  needs  of  the  localities  are.  The 
needs  of  my  constituency  are  very  urgent  and  deserve  immediate 
consideration.  I  hope  the  Chief  Engineer  will  bestow  special  atten¬ 
tion  and  that  urgently.  With  these  observations  I  oppose  the  grants- 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R-  Kesavan.  Nair  :  I  also  oppose  the 
grant.  My  main  object  in  opposing  the  grant  is  to  point  out  to  the 
Chief  Engineer  as  well  as  Government  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of 
the  roads  in  Travancore.  Once  upon  a  time,  our  roads  formed  the 
pride  of  Travancore.  For  that  matter,  it  formed  the  pride  of  India 
even.  That  status  is  sadly  deteriorating.  If  it  is  due  to  lack  of 
funds,  I  would  submit  that  Government  should  not  grudge  granting- 
funds  for  the  maintenance  of  our  roads-  There  is  a  device  by  which 
more  money  could  be  diverted  even  from  the  department  itself.  Our 
administration  is  top-heavy.  In  the  British  Indian  districts  where 
the  area  is  more  or  less  similar  to  that  of  Travancore,  there  are  not 
as  many  Executive  Engineers,  or  Irrigation  Engineers  or  Engineers 
prefixed  with  some  other  adjective  as  is  the  case  in  Travancore.  In 
Travancore,  there  are  7  Executive  Engineers  and  what  is  the  work 
for  these  people.  Is  there  sufficient  area  here  for  these  Engineers 
to  run  about  and  claim  T.  A.  ?  What  then  is  the  Chief  Engineer’s 
work  ?  Is  he  to  attend  to  only  the  routine  work  that  is  set  apart 
for  him?  In  the  Administration  Report  for  1111,  it  is  seen  that 
the  Chief  Engineer  was  in  camp  only  for  103  days.  It  is  obvious 
that  he  spent  the  remaining  days  in  Trivandrum.  We  do  not 
require  the  assistance  of  an  expert  Engineer,  like  the  Chief  Engineer 
drawing  a  fat  salary,  to  attend  to  the  routine  work.  If  the -routine 
work  of  the  Chief  Engineer  has  to  be  a  blended  to,  it  could  as  well 
be  entrusted  with  some  responsible  subordinate  so  that,  that  work 
may  be  properly  scrutinised.  It  is  better  to  abolish  these  seven 
posts  el  Executive  Engineers.  I  am  told,  some  of  them  have  not 
yet  been  confirmed.  I  pray  that  Government  should  not  confirm 
them  but  s  v  that  these  posts  are  abolished  from  service,  if  possible. 
No  substitutes  are  also  necessary.  To  add  to  the  list,  there  are 
8  Assistant  Engineers,  8  Sub  Engineers  and  54  Supervisors,  If  the 
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pay  of  these  16  Engineers  are  taken  away  and  apportioned  to  the 
Supervisors,  then  I  think,  work  would  be  more  efficiently  done. 
Then  Government  also  could  successfully  tackle  with  that  problem 
about  which  I  was  hesitating  to  say  anything  I  mean  communal 
representation . 

Another  submission  of  mine  is  about  local  needs.  The  roads 
in  the  metroplis  are  in  such  a  nasty  condition.  I  wonder,  if  that 
is  the  fate  of  roads  here,  how  the  village  roads  in  Nedumangad  or 
Kuttanad  for  that  matter  are  going  to  be.  I  have  sent  up  an  inter¬ 
pellation  on  the  subject,  the  answer  for  which  has  not  come  as  yet. 
In  respect  of  a  road  leading  from  Thekkummud  to  Kannanmula  there 
are  three  kinds  of  enterprises  taking  place,  they  are  ;  (1)  excavation 
for  drainage  activity,  (2)  a  second  levelling  for  water  supply  and 
(3)  a  third  levelling  by  the  Engineering  department,  with  the 
result  that  what  was  once  a  road  is  now  converted  into  a  regular 
field.  There  are  a  number  of  i roads  immediately  adjoining  Pulimood, 
which  are  exactly  similar  to  the  one  just  now  referred  to  by  me. 
Probably  it  is  for  the  Municipality  to  look  it  up.  It  is  to  the  neg¬ 
lected  condition  of  the  roads  in  general  that  1  want  to  draw  the 
Chief  Engineer’s  attention.  During  rainy  seasons,  it  is  practically 
impossible  for  one  to  travel  through  them.  There  are  many  such 
roads  in  the  Trivandrum  taluk  which  require  looking  into.  In  the 
taluks  of  Trivandrum,  Nedumangad  and  Chirayinkil  there  are 
roads,  the  work  of  which  have  been  begum  some  five  years  ago  but 
remain  incomplete  till  now.  I  hope  the  Chief  Engineer  would  take 
uote  of  all  these  facts  and  do  the  needful. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Godavarma  Raja  ( Edavaga )  :  In  considering 
this  demand  I  wish  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Engineer 
and  the  Government  to  the  necessity  of  a  bridge  at  Erattupetta 
joining  the  Palai-Erattupetta  road  and  Erattupetta-Poonjar  road. 
To  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Ismail  about  the  construction  of  that  bridge, 
the  Chief  Engineer  has  replied  that  the  construction  of  that  bridge 
will  be  taken  into  consideration  only  after  the  construction  of  the 
one  at  Palai  crossing  the  Meenacb.il  river  and  connecting  Kanjirapally 
to  Palai  road  is  over.  The  road  which  connects  Ettumanoor  with 
Poonjat  is  one  of  the  roads  where  there  is  a  heavy  traffic  and  in 
every  15  minutes  there  is  a  bus  going  from  Kottayam  to  Poonjar  or 
Palai.  This  bridge  is  quite  necessary  in  order  that  traffic  may  be 
easier  and  convenience  afforded  to  passengers  and  vehicles  taking 
goods  from  Kottayam  and  other  places  to  the  hilly  parts.  I  would 
therefore  invite  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  consider  this 
question  and  construct  the  bridge  as  soon  as  possible  and  in 
preference  to  the  bridge  proposed  at  Palai.  With  these  words,  I 
support  the  demand. 
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Mr.  C.  N.  Tuppan  Nambooripad :  cruib,  <smab  go®  ®ro 
gj’tsaDcofflOQ)  o0(TOltBfecno.  orul.  eooau'i(o6  ab oj -oaacorm  as>a 

fijiCYDtTUSfla-lO  fflAJQl||ffll<S(B>0il«s6  fSCOSSlSSl  S>S  (StgjQJ COJ(Q_jc&)0(Oo  (SrgjQJ 
00)(SYm',aian &o  aJsroo  ,o_flfiJaja.aja|>u  Slcra  ojo&jo  cusnolgYSSSBl  ggcoj] 
ioa)]|sci .  <m06>siau|j  ac&ogjasYtnlcK)  Qai^^cm  §d®  ajoaimralc© 
cusTCo  fflranoQjdl^aaiSEflejo  oJOfiJo  §d«scusho  <^asfeftcaioda»laar|§lg^. 
g38n_p}o  OTCoilas  <osngoj com^oicfti s'!  ausenioWshTOcfta 

ajgr^o  c^ao  cejoami^floa  airffo°cry  aosggp&cpjo  c&s>o  sxsYSBfilabdaslcQjo 
caao  <8rtn<fla<TJ>oloQjo  ^§*OQjaoanro“.  ora®©  ®oosgQ§.as  srosojceai 
c®as  ouaiaoccn 305no°  §d®  o_)oeioa_isrnl(zns><vn  (srsffloiil^armfflT'ejo 
goes  i-i oGo  o@ool<fia  Q_ioo^Qjoaoga.@°  gDOfnawrm  go®  ojofi]©roii®abo 
cmolffificcno^sffiaajooo  ©Yogs  aoJoal^cajacojcmnyTlcro0  (simoicojass  g§& 
sojcr^oolcsb  @ru<sbsfic®armo6fiio0.  o®^a  AoasnscrTYomb  go®  ojaai 
(uvralanbo  geematwm  cruel rnlat&osn|°  ggoossBOoaa  o_ioa’o  a.6n§3ca3fm 
OTp,aoani)Q4u  aanao-jflgacmmso-ioaaJCQiaa  cconococaaTuUc&gioao  joejo 
§g£}ofl»o®n<6]e0amD.  go®  aJOejcsrcTlario  ©erYiaic/oaio  (®o$0nmarumj®s 
gosno°.  g)ahn_j°  gooilas  c&sgits)  ciggo  g_sr©OQriT|(03cno.  <mg)^.cft>0o  eft® 
coiss  rrucpjCTaculfnao  <&3ffiK5f|©6  efcoaol  cflioojoo.aa  cmeejim  aajcml 
O693cft>a3)0Cffll(a30fTD  aJCsflof.  ogjomorob  go®  O_10ajo  aJfflToljgSiBBlca) 

fi^ooo  casffigD  ffloiaereonoai^.  (xJOej®Yonffiii^s"|  ensemoffib  aoisa 
©k»!<o6  goosae  ieai6nDo  acic&fflrQriffib  o^ffitmoctb;  t9»3imoiai^.  @dssi36>cio  ass 
a5lej:e>06rocif)s)3  >fijosno;m@!°.  go®  ajorno  ®Q_ioal^c8jasn«rooffi5  <&s 
CTn)aiaa.(aalto&^s"iag)SBnajo  8o-ioca>oaocri)](a3CTO.  go®  (uoajmooacio  emo 
goojoa&Ooni’  ago®  ®icosbi30o  tejcgKOJCQJCYOgQilceQaiDsn^.  (sroufltftajo 
ajaal(c9gstaal(o6  (SaJoAom  <9.§ [c&0oifl®osaou  s&Jsdic^0.  ffiroroflenoffib 
go®  ajoejojo  (modern TueejssB^laaj  soocujo  anboSMM&iOTg)  orusanoU® 
ffiracoaojsn^o  a^m)lca'0<8t96isrTSc8>oajo  grotgTliiftgfl.Qj'  <d~1  flame  6yqj  cross  oil 
aifflc  AilaQ0(i®abfficiola!)(®as  (ggj&oNlcoia  aosoiqj  erto ®c8j06j<s  erro . 

Mr.  M.  Govindatl  :  Now,  that  Cpvernment’s  attention  lias 
been  directed  to  the  necessity  of  adding  transport  facilities  in  this 
State,  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  the 
necessity  for  the  restoration  and  completion  of  the  A"  V.  M.  canal 
from  Thiruvallam  to  Manakudi  Kayal.  I  understand  that  lands 
already  acquired  have  in  part  been  given  on  registry;  others  are  allo¬ 
wed  to  remain  fallow.  There  are  some  places  where  there  are  natural 
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water  communications  available  oven  now.  So  the  work  will  not 
be  a  very  difficult  one.  If  the  A.  V.-  M.  canal  is  opened  the 
natural  resources  of  the  sea  board  taluks  in  South  Travancore  cm 
be  developed  and  cheap  transport  made  available  to  the  people  for 
their  goods  to  be  taken  to  Trivandrum  or  other  commercial  centres 
as  Alleppey  and  Quilon  or  even  to  the  Cochin  Harbour.  The  most 
important  distinguishing  feature  of  Travancore  is  the  cheap  water 
transport  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  Trivandrum.  The 
extension  of  it  is  easy  and  necessary.  The  attention  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  is  requested  at  an  early  date  to  that  subject.  I  may  take 
the  Chief  Engineer  into  confidence  in  this  fact,  that  at  a  large 
gathering  of  the  citizens  over  which  I  presided,  a  resolution  was 
passed  winch  has  been  submitted  to  Government  with  regard  to 
this  subject. 

I  have  only  one  word  to  say  with  regard  to  the  roads.  What 
we  find  is  that  even  the  Main  Road  is  not  kept  properl)-.  Tarring 
is  not  clone  satisfactorily.  Perhaps  it  may  be  because  we  are  asking 
so  much  about  mofussil  roads  and  therefore  the  Chief  Engineer’s 
attention  is  diverted  more  to  mofussil  than  to  the  capital.  Even  in 
respect  of  mofussil  roads,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  the  main  roads  are 
quite  all  right.  But  where  are  the  small  branch  roads  connecting 
with  the  main  roads  so  that  the  interior  of  the  country  may  be 
developed  ?  While  proceeding  to  Quilon  we  find  very  few  roads 
leading  to  the  beach.  The  villages  are  not  connected  with  the  main 
line  of  communication.  My  village  Kadakavoor  in  Chirayinkil  is  a 
very  thriving  manufacturing  centre.  There  is  no  direct  road  con¬ 
necting  this  manufacturing  centre  with  the  main  road. 

Mr.  V.  S  Arumukham  Pillai  I  oppose  the  demand. 
My  object  in  doing  so  is  to  draw  the  kind  attention  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  the  extreme  necessity  for  the  formation  of  a  separate 
division  for  the  Kodayar  Irrigation  Project.  Sir,  this  very  same 
question  was  raised  by  me  last  time  and  the  Chief  Engineer  replied 
that  the  system  has  been  entrusted  to  an  Assistant  Engineer.  My 
submission  is  that  unless  it  is  entrusted  to  a  responsible  Executive 
Engineer  with  a  separate  division  and  the  necessary  subordinates,  the 
peculiar  problems  arising  from  the  project  cannot  be  enquired  into 
and  carried  out.  The  seriousness  of  the  question  requires  full  con¬ 
centration  and  I  appeal  once  more  to  the  Chief  Engineer  to  take 
necessary  steps  for  the  formation  of  a  separate  division.  In  this  con¬ 
nection,  I  have  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the 
urgent  necessity  of  carrying  out  certain  very  important  works. 
The  Kodayar  Project,  as  originally  conceived,  was  designed  only 
to  supplement  the  then  existing  tanks.  But  the  Engineers  enter¬ 
tained  very  high  notions  about  the  project  and  those  high  notions 
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led  to  the  auctioning  away  of  a  large  number  of  tanks  in  spite  of  the 
serious  protests  from  the  people.  With  the  auctioning  away  of  the 
tanks,  the  paddy  lands  had  to  depend  entirely  on  the  Liodayar 
Project-  This  deviation  led  to  certain  difficulties  and  incon¬ 
veniences.  The  experience  of  the  years  1110,  1111  and  1112  shows 
that  it  has  been  a  great  folly  to  have  diverted  from  the  old 
system  to  the  new  system,  that  is,  from  the  supplemental  system 
to  the  perennial  system.  Now  as  a  result  of _ the  high  notions  which 
I  referred  to,  not  only  were  the  tanks  disposed  of  but  also  the 
existing  tanks  neglected.  As  a  result,  the  tanks  were  silted  up  and 
works  in  connection  witli  them  were  not  cared  at  all.  Several 
recommendations  have  been  submitted  to  the  Government  through 
the  Agricultural  Board,  The  main  recommendations  are  that  a 
supplemental  reservoir  must  be  worked  and  immediately  carried  out 
and,  if  possible,  the  capacity  of  the  reservoir  increased  by  raising 
the  height  to  10  feet  more.  The  existing  tanks  should  be 
maintained  and  the  silt  removed.  These  are  some  of  the  recommen¬ 
dations  which  have  been  passed  by  the  Agricultural  Board  and 
submitted  to  Government.  1  draw  the  attention  of  the  Government 
to  those  recommendations  and  appeal  that  they  may  be  given  effect 
to  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  irrigation  problem  to  the  ryots 
of  Nanjinad.  I  said  yesterday  that  water  is  all  important  for  irri¬ 
gation  and  the  water  problem  in  Nanjinad  is  the  life  problem 
there. 

I  wish  next  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  an 
important  grievance  of  the  Nanjinad  citizens.  That  is  with  regard 
to  the  establishment  of  a  toll-gate  at  Marumkoor.  This  toll-gate 
has  been  established  there  very  recently  and  it  is  located  just  at  the 
point  where  the  two  villages  meet.  This  is  entirely  an  additional 
imposition  of  tax  on  the  poor  ryots.  Surrounding  this  road  there 
are  paddy  fields  and  cocoanut  gardens  and  the  ryots  have  to  take 
their  manure  and  other  things  in  bullock  carts  through  this  place. 
Whenever  they  have  to  pass  through  the  toll-gate  and  they  have  to 
pass  through  every  day  they  have  to  pay  the  toll.  It  badly  affects 
the  poor  ryots.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  it  affects  the  poor  agricul¬ 
turists  alone,  ic  deserves  the  kind  consideration  of  Government  and 
it  ought  to  be  abolished.  If  the  Government  do  not  find  their  way 
to  abolish  the  toll-gate  which  they  have  instituted,  I  request,  Sir, 
at  least  the  bullock  carts  which  the  ryots  take  through  the  toll  should 
be' allowed  to  pass  freely.  Sir,  really  it  is  not  ears  and  buses  that 
are  affected  by  the  existence  of  this  toll  but  it  is  the  vehicles  of  the 
poor  ryots  who  are  already  overtaxed  and  who  are  suffering  from 
acute  poverty. 
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Then  with  regard  to  the  ports.  Sir,  I  represented  last  year 
that  the  Sri  Mulapuratn  Port  must  be  reopened.  I  pointed  out  the 
great  possibilities  of  that  Port  being  developed,  I  again  take  this 
opportunity  to  represent  to  the  Government  the  necessity  for  re¬ 
opening  that  Port  and  developing  it.  In  connection  with  this  I 
may  point  out  that  the  port  at  Colachal  also  may  be  developed. 
With  these  few  words  I  resume  my  seat. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  Sir,  in  opposing  the 
demand  I  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Chief  Engineer  the  imperative 
necessity  of  affording  good  drinking  water  to  the  people  of  coastal 
regions  by  means  of  tube  wells.  This  is  not  the  first  time  when 
this  dire  necessity  is  pointed  out  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  In¬ 
spite  of  the  repeated  representations  made,  adequate  attention  is  not 
bestowed  on  this  matter  by  the  P.  W.  Department.  Sir,  the  town 
proper  of  Trivandrum  is  enjoying  the^benefit  of  a  good  water-supply 
but  the  people  of  the  mofussil  parts  are  not  cared  for  in  this  respect 
and  the  supply  of  good  water  has  become  an  absolute  necessity  with 
them.  I  hope  that  the  Chief  Engineer  will  pay  adequate  attention 
to  this  matter. 

This  morning,  by  way  of  reply7  to  an  iterpellation,  the  Chief 
Engineer  said  that  there  is  no  proposal  to  construct  a  bridge  at  Katta- 
murakal  at  the  17th  mile  stone  on  the  Trivandrum-Quilon  road.  In 
this  connection,  I  would  mention  that  regarding  the  necessity  of 
this  bridge,  my  predecessors  have  sent  so  many  interpellations  to 
Government.  This  shows  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  bridge  there. 
In  view  of  the  many  accidents  that  take  place  and  in  view  of  the 
difficulties  experienced  by  pedestrians  in  crossing  the  river  abridge 
at  the  place  is  absolutely  necessary-  If  the  Chief  Engineer  would 
inspect  the  locality  he  will  be  convinced  of  this.  Now  there  is  only 
a  food-path  constructed  by  throwing  in  a  Eew  stones  here  and  there 
and  during  the  monsoons,  the  water  overflows  the  food-path  and  the 
people  who  want  to  cross  the  river  are  put  to  great  difficulties. 

In  this  connection  I  would  also  mention  that  the  present  con¬ 
dition  of  a  few  roads  in  Trivandrum  town  require  immediate  atten¬ 
tion  by  the  department.  I  doubt  very  much  whether  the  chief 
Engineer  has  himself  seen  these  roads.  The  Kalippankulam  road  at 
Manakad  which  is  only  one  mile  from  this  hall  and  the  Kannimel- 
kothalam  road  through  which  a  heavy  traffic  passes  along,  and  the 
Chettikulangara  road  require  immediate  attention  by  the  department 
as  they  are  in  a  bad  condition.  I  may  also  point  out.  the  necessity  of 
improving  the  Sarkara-  Chirayinkil  road.  That  road  was  controlled 
by  the  Mar  am  at  department  and  it  has  been  recently  transferred  to 
the  control  of  the  P.  W.  Department.  I  request  the  Chief  Engineer 
to  kindly  inspect  these  places  and  give  necessary  instructions  for 
these  roads  being  repaired  immediately. 
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[Mr.  N.  Abclur  Rahiman  Sahib.] 

Sir,  I  wish  to  speak  a  few  ■  words  with  regard  to  the  urgent 
necessity  of  abolishing  the  tolls.  The  most  painful  thing  about  the 
tolls  is  that  they  are  being  given  in  auction  to  foreigners.  If  they 
are  given  in  auction  to  Travancoreans,  who  are  the  sons  of  the  soil, 
it  will  afford  labour  to  a  larger  number  of  people  and  the  money 
will  circulate  within  the  country  itself  and  thereby  assuage  the 
acuteness  of  unemployment  to  some  extent.  In  spite  of  the  fact 
that  a  large  number  of  Travancoreans  gathered  to  bid  the  tolls  it  is 
seen  Sir,  that  ultimately  the  contract  is  given  to  a  foreigner.  Sir, 
taking  into  consideration  the  larger  interests  of  the  country  the  con¬ 
tracts  should  be  given  in  future  to  the  sons  of  the  soil.  Another 
pernicious  practice  in  regard  to  the  toils  is  that  sub-toll  gates  are 
opened  within  8  and  12  miles.  In  reply  to  an  interpellation  it  was 
answered  by  the  official  member  that  the  toll  stations  will  be 
put  up  within  a  distance  of  about  40  or  50  miles.  At  any  rate  that 
was  the  answer  given  by  Mr.  L.  H.  Jacob  who  was  the  Acting 
Chief  Engineer  for  about  1  year.  1  now  find  that  sub  toll  stations 
are  put  up  beween  12  and  8  miles  distances.  Sir,  it  is  rather  too 
hard,  especially  as  it  is  an  indirect  way  of  taxation,  on  the  poor  ryots. 
Therefore  it  is  only  reasonable  that  toll  station  are  opend  only  at  a 
distance  of  40  miles  ordinarily.  Another  fact  with  regard  to 
this  is  that  toll  stations  are  brought  nearer  and  nearer.  The  loll 
station  opend  at  the  21st  mile  stone  on  the  Trivandrum-Quilon 
road  has  been  brought  now  to  the  17th  mile  stone.  This  process  is 
repeated  as  each  year  passes  by.  .  And  today  we  find  that  the  toll 
station  which  was  at  the  21st  mile-stone  is  now  on  the  1 7th  mile¬ 
stone-  Similarly  with  regard  to  the  South  Travancore  liue  tolls  at 
Balaramapuram  and  Kuzhithura.  All  these  Sub-stations  were  opend 
by  the  present  Chief  Engineer.  1  would  strongly  advocate  the 
necessity  for  abolishing  sub-toll  stations  and  the  necessity  forgiving 
the  contracts  to  the  sons  of.  the  soil.  In  this  connection  I  may  also 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Chief  Engineer  the  necessity  for  impro¬ 
ving  the  port  at  Trivandrum,  viz.,  the  Valiathura  Port.  Sir,  that 
port  satisfies  the  requirements  of  a  large  number  of  people  and 
the  volume  of  trade  carried  on  through  that  port  is  not  inconsiderable. 
Goods  are  being  directly  imported  by  merchants  through  this  port. 
This  port  satisfies  the  needs  of  the  paopleiof  Nedumangad  Chirayin- 
kil  and  Trivandrum  and  other  places.  The  number  of  bags  of  rice 
and  paddy  imported  through  this  port  each  year  is  on  the  increase. 
Considering  the  amount  of  income  which  comes  to  the  State  coffers 
and  the  convenience  afforded  to  the  merchants,  it  is  highly  necessary 
that  the  Port  should  be  improved.  A  maritime  State  like  ours 
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should  certainly  develop  its  ports.  I  know  that  there  are  difficult¬ 
ies  in  the  way  but  we  must  surmount  those  difficulties  and  develop 
the  ports  in  our  State.  With  these  words  I  oppose  the  demand. 

Mr.  James  Fletcher:  I  desire  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
Government  certain  facts  regarding  the  roads  lying  between  Trivan¬ 
drum  an  1  Nagercoil  and  Nagercoil,  and  Cape.  These  roads  have  been 
left  in  a  state  of  bad  repair  for  a  long  time.  They  were  in  a  very 
fine  condition  once  upon  a  time.  Now,  of  course,  the  heavy  traffic 
which  passes  along  them  has  left  the  road  in  a  very  deplorable  con¬ 
dition.  I  specially  hold  up  these  roads  to  the  notice  of  Government 
for  the  following  reasons,  From  this  road,  the  Government  is  able 
to  obtain  a  very  large  amount  as  toll  fees.  Thus  it  is  one  of  the 
most  important  roads  in  the  State  which  brings  money  to  the  Go¬ 
vernment.  Now  any  one  who  travells  along  this  road  would  find 
that  the  many  people  who  are  living  on  either  sides  are  very  much 
annoyed  and  troubled  by  the  constant  rise  of  dust  when  a  bus  passes 
along  their  house  fronts.  Over  and  above  that  1  may  point  out 
this  fact  also.  The  road  Leads  to  one  of  the  most  important  places 
in  Travaneore  i.  e.,  Cape  Comorin.  Thousands  of  visitors  come  from 
all  parts  of  India  to  our  country  for  visiting  Trivandrum  and  speci¬ 
ally  Cape.  The  present  condition  of  this  road  is  such  that  they 
go  to  their  own  places  with  a  very  bad  impression  of  our  roads  here. 
It  is  high  time  for  the  P.  W.  D.  to  do  some  thing  or  other  by  way 
of  maintaing  it  in  a  good  condition.  It  is  also  necessary  to  consider 
the  fact  that  the  road  passes  through  thickly  populated  parts  of  the 
State.  There  is  no  lack  of  material  for  metalling  the  road.  On 
either  side  of  the  road,  granite  is  abundantly  found  and  lobour  also 
is  very  cheap  in  our  parts.  So,  I  would  urge  that  the  allotment 
made  for  the  repair  of  this  road  should  be  usefully  spent  on  it-  I 
hope  that  the  Chief  Engineer  will  take  special  interest  in  seeing  that 
this  road  is  kept  in  a  proper  condition.  Then  I  would  desire  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  another  fact  also  viz-,  that  the 
irrigation  works  in  South  Travaneore  have  been  left  in  a  very  de¬ 
plorable  condition  for  a  number  of  years.  There  are  more  or  less 
continued  failures  of  harvest  and  the  agriculturists  suffer  very  much. 
The  Irrigation  Department  has  not  been  doing  their  work  properly. 
They  have  not  planned  what  they  can  do  in  improving  the  irriga¬ 
tion  work-  The  catchment  area  of  the  Pechipara  resorvoir  could  be 


The  House  adjourned  at  5  p.  M.  to  meet  again  at  11  A.  m.  the 
next  day. 

E.  I.  CHACKO, 

Secretary  to  the  Sri  Chitra  State  Council. 
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SECOND  COUNCIL, 
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Wednesday ,  the  11th  August,  1937127th  Karkatakam ,  1112. 

The  Council  re-assembled  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall 
at  eleven  of  the  clock  on  Wednesday  the  llth  August  1937/27th 
Karkatakam  1112,  Sachivottama  Sir  C-  P.  Ramaswami  Aiyar, 
k.  c.  i.  B-,  President  presiding. 

MEMBERS  SWORN. 

The  following  members  took  the  oath  and  signed  the  rolls : 

Mr.  James  Simpson,  m.  b.  ch,  b.  ( [Darbar  Physician). 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  ( Commissioner  of  Police). 
QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 

Statement  re  the  sale  of  Sri  Chitra  Tirunal  Patavali 
text -books  to  various  publishers. 

40.  ^Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  ( Parur ,  Kunnatnad  and 
Muvaitupuzha  cum  Devicolam)  ■  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  lay  on  the  table  a  statement  showing : 

(a)  the  total  number  of  Sri  Chitra  Tirunal  Patavali  text, 
books  sold  to  the  various  book-sellers  from  the  Government  Press 
in  the  months  of  Edavam  and  Mithunam  1112  ;  and 

(b)  the  names  of  the  various  book- sellers  who  purchased  the. 
books,  their  addresses,  the  number  of  books  purchased  by  each  and 
the  dates  of  sale  to  them  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillal 

{Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  :  (a)  (i)  Total  number  of  books 

sold  to  bona  fide  book-sellers: — 
q.  p.  T.  192.  360. 
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Book  No. 

Edavam 

Mithunam 

1112. 

1112. 

I  Reader 

15,807 

2 

II 

76,613 

13,216 

HI 

74,031 

21,939 

IV  „ 

38,462 

21,762 

v 

901 

21,883 

VI 

1,983 

16,989 

Preparatory  Class 

1,976 

1,205 

252 

101 

(ii)  Total  number  of  books  sold  to  individual  purchasers. 


Book  No. 

Edavam 

1112. 

Mithunam 

1112. 

I  Reader 

4,390 

337 

II  „ 

3,361 

1,026 

III 

8,161 

2,126 

IV-  „ 

6,140 

2,004 

V  „ 

230 

2,450 

VI 

220 

1,880 

(&)  The  names  of  the  various  book-sellers  are  -'^appended. 
As  for  the  other  details,  Government  consider  that  the  labour 
involved  is  out  of  proportion  to  the  utility  of  the  information. 

Mr-  Q-  Narayana  Aiyar :  May  I  know  from  the  member 
whether  Government  have  fixed  any  price  for  these  books  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai= 

Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar :  May  I  know  from  the  member 
whether  Government  are  aware  that  books  are  sold  at  a  higher  price 
than  that  fixed  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  PHlai: 

No,  Sir  ;  Government  are  not  aware. 


Vida  Appendix  I.  Page  321. 
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Training  classes  for  police  officers. 

41.  ^Mr .  G.  Narayana  Aiyar : ,  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  they  have  opened  training  classes  anywhere  in 
the  State  for  the  training  of  police  officers  in  first  aid;  and 

(b)  if  so,  when  such  class  or  classes  were  opened,  in  what  all 
places  and  the  number  of  constables  or  police  officers  trained  till 
Edavam  1112  ? 

Mr-R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  ( Commissioner  of  Police )  :  (a)  Yes. 

( b )  Nagercoil  ...  6-6-1112 

Mavelikara  ...  1-4-1112 

Alleppey  ...  1-6-1112 

Quilon  ...  1-6-1112 

Rottayam  ...  1-5-1112 

Seventy -two  police  officers  consisting  of  22  Inspectors  of  Police 
and  50  head  constables. 

Mr- Q.  Narayana  Aiyar :  With  reference  to  the  answer 
to  part  (a),  may  I  know  from  Government  whether  the  class  exists 
even  now  ? 

Mr..R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  We  are  holding  the  class  only 
for  one  month  in  every  year. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar :  May  I  know  whether  the  class 
is  to  be  opened  again  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  It  will  be  opened  every  year 
and  the  month  will  be  fixed  by  the  JDarbar  Physician. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar :  May  I  know  whether  the  class 
will  be  held  for  one  month  every. year  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar ;  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar;  What  is  the  total  strength  of 
the  constabulary  in  the  State  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar :  About  2,000. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  May  know  whether  any  person 
in  the  staff  of  any  of  the  buses  plying  in  the  State  is  trained  in  first 
aid  ?  -  •  •  -  - 

Mr,  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  t  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  _  May  I  know  whether  any  of 
the  buses  carry  implements  of  first  aid  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar :  No,  Sir. 
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Mr.  Q.  Narayana  Aiyar :  May  I  know  from  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of' Police  whether  he  will  see  that  at  least  one  who  is  trained 
in  first  aid  travels  in  every  bus  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar :  That  is  a  matter  of  future 
action  and  will  be  considered. 

Rule  regarding  the  speed  of  motor  vehicles  in  Trivandrum. 

42.  ^Mr-  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  ( Nominated ) :  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  there  is  any  rule  to  regulate  the  speed  of  motor 
cars  and  motor  buses  running  through  the  Trivandrum  town,  and, 
if  so,  what  is  the  speed  allowed  ;  and 

(b)  is  the  rule  binding  only  in  the  case  of  taxies  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  (a)  Yes  ;  the  rule  is  that  no 

motor  vehicle  shall  be  driven  in  any  public  place  within  the  limits 
of  a  Police  Town  at  a  speed  exceeding  20  miles  per  hour  and  that 
no  motor  lorry  nor  any  motor  vehicle  of  which  the  total  weight 
laden  exceeds  2|  tons  or  which  has  a  seating  capacity  for  more  than 
24  persons  shall  be  driven  within  the  limits  of  a  Police  Town  at  a 
speed  exceeding  16  miles  per  hour. 

(&)  No  ;  all  motor  vehicles. 

Statement,  by  caste,  of  Second  Class  Magistrates. 

43.  ^Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  ( Karunagapalli ,  KartiJcapatti 
and  Ambalapuzha  cum  Shertalci) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  place  on  the  table  a  statement,  by  caste,  of  the  Second  Class 
Magistrates  in  the  State  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 

A  statement  ^furnishing  the  information  is  laid  on  the  table. 

Statement,  by  caste ,  of  the  constables'  and  head 
constables. 

44.  ^Mr.  M-  5.  Anirudhan:  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  Jay  on  the  table  a  statement,  by  caste,  of  the  constables 
and  head  constables  in  the  police  force  and  of  the  C.  I.  D.  staff  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  The  statement!  is  laid  on  the 
table. 

Statement,  by  caste,  of  Police  Inspectors. 

45.  &Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleed  to  lay  on  the  table  a  statement,  by  caste,  of  the  Police  Ins¬ 
pectors  recruited  from  1109  to  1112,  Edavam  30  ? 

*  Vidt  Appendix  II—  page  324. 

t  Vide  Appendix  III— page  325.  ' 
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Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar :  The  required  statement*  is 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan :  May  I  know  from  the  member 
why  none  of  the  Ezhavas  were  recruited  to  the  Police  Department 
from  1109  to  1111  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  There  were  no  special  reasons 
for  that,  but  I  may  t.ell  the  honourable  member  that,  excepting  the 
Nail'  and  the  Brahmin  all  the  other  communities  are  having  their 
onward  march  in  the  matter  of  representation  in  the  Department. 

Mr.  M.S.  Anirudhan:  May  1  know  whether  there  were 
any  applicants  from  the  Ezhava  community  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar :  Yes,  Sir. 

High-handedness  of  the  Police  at  Karumgapalli, 

46  ♦Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  whether  they  have  received  any  complaint  against 
the  high-handedness  of  the  police  at  Karunagapalli  in  Edavam  and 
the  step,  if  any,  taken  by  the  Government? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  Yes,  and  those  concerned  were 

punished. 

Recruitment  of  Police  Inspectors. 

47.  ♦  Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  j  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  whether  there  is  any  proposal.at.  present  to  recruit 
Inspectors  of  Police,  and,  if  so,  how  many  are  going  to  be  recruited 
and  by  whom? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  Yes :  the  matter  is  under  the 
consideration  of  Government. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  May  I  ,know  whether  Police 
Inspectors  are  recruited  direct  by  the  department  or  by  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar:  The  recruitment  of  Police 
Inspectors  now  rests  between  the  Government  and  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner. 

Licence  for  tanning  done  in  Quilon  ioivn. 

48.  ♦Mr.  N- Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  ( Trivandrum  and 
Nedumangad  cum  Chirayinkil )  ;  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state  : 

(a)  whether  tanning  is  done  anywhere  within  the  municipal 
limits  of  Quilon;  and 

(&)  if  the  answer  to  part  (a)  is  in  the  affirmative,  whether 
license  is  obtained  for  the  same? 

*  Vide  Appendix  IV.  -  Page  325. 
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Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr,  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 

(a)  and  (&)  Yes. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  May  I  know  from  the 
member  whether  complaints  were  received  about  the  location  of  this 
factory? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai 

Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  May  I  know  whether  it 
is  not  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  people? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai : 

That  was  the  complaint,  Sir. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  May  I  know  whether 
any  action  was  taken  in  the  matter? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N  Kunjan  Pillai; 

Yes.  The  Director  of  Public  Health  inspected  the  locality  and 
reported  that  the  tannery  as  it  was  situated  was  not  injurious  to 
public  health. 

Action  of  the  Reserve  Pali  e  stationed  at  Ramamangalam. 

49.  *Mr.  N.  V.  ChackO  ••  ( Parur ,  Kunnatnad  and  Muvat- 

tupuzha  cum  Devicolam)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to 
state  : 

(a)  whether  they  are  aware  that  the  Reserve  Police  camping 
at  Ramamangalam  in  the  Muvattupuzha  taluk  brutally  assaulted 
every  subject  of  His  Highness  The  Maharaja  of  Travancore  whom 
they  casually  met  on  the  public  roads  and  in  the  shops  and  bouses 
near  by,  without  identifying  or  caring  to  identify  their  victims  and 
without  the  slightest  reason  or  provocation,  while  the  Reserve 
Police  were  riding  in  a  motor  vehicle  in  the  afternoon  of  the  3rd  cf 
Kumbham  1112  ; 

(b)  whether  they  are  aware  that  similar  and  other  cruel  and 
wanton  atrocities  were  and  are  being  perpetrated  by  the.  Reserve 
Police  camping  at  Ramamangalam  on  the  agricultural  population  of 
Ramamangalam  and  places  all  round  it  including  Katamattam  and 
Mazhuvannoor  in  the  Kunnatnad  taluk  ; 

(c)  whether  the  Reserve  Police  are  under  the  control  of  the 
District  and  First  Class  Magistrates  having  jurisdiction  over  the 
places; 

(d)  whether  the  Government,  the  Police  Commissioner  and 
the  District  Magistrate  have  received  complaints  from  the  people 
about  the  assaults,  etc.,  referred  to  above  and  praying  that  they 
may  be  saved  from  any  repetition  of  the  atrocities  of  the  Reserve 
Police  ; 
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(e)  whether  the  Government  or  any  of  the  officers  referred  to 
above  have  taken  any  action  to  find  out  and  punish  the  offenders 
and  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  the  offences  mentioned  above  ; 
and 

(f)  whether  any  of  the  victims  of  the  Reserve  Police  resorted 
to  their  right  of  private  defence? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Ayangar :  («)  No. 

(b)  No. 

(c)  They  are  governed  by  the  same  rules  as  the  other 

Police. 

(d)  Yes. 

(e)  The  complaints  were  enquired  into  and  found  to  be  grossly 
exaggerated. 

(f)  There  was  no  necessity  for  it. 

Mr-  N.  V.  Chacko  =  May  I  know,  Sir,  whether  Govern¬ 
ment  are  aware  that  the  Reserve  Police  assaulted  the  people  of  the 
locality  while  they  were  riding  in  a  motor  car  on  the  3rd 
Kumbhom? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  The  answer  is  there  already. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  May  I  know  whether  Government 
made  any  attempt  to  see  whether  the  allegations  about  the  assault 
were  true  or  not? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar «  Yes,  Sir- 

Mr.  N.  V-  Chacko :  May  I  know  the  result  of  the 
enquiry? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  =  As  a  [result  of  the  enquiry  it 
was  found  that  most  of  the  allegations  were  false  and  exaggerated. 

M.  N.  V.  Chacko:  May  I  know  whether  Government 
consider  exaggeration  in  a  complaint  as  an  offence? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  If  there  is  exaggeration  there 
is  the  difficulty  in  establishing  the  real  offence  committed.  By 
exaggeration  I  mean  that  the  truth  was  not  told  and  unless  the 
truth  is  told  it  is  difficult  to  find  it  out  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  present  case. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko :  May  I  know  whether  any  attempt  was 
made  to  extract  the  truth? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  Every  attempt  was  made. 
There  was  not  only  exaggeration  but  the  want  of  identity  of  the 
persons  against  whom  there  were  allegations. 

Mr.  N.  V-  Chacko  =  May  I  know  whether  Government 
are  aware  that  it  is  impossible  to  identify  the  Reserve  Police  when 
they  are  without  any  uniform? 
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Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  It  is  not  for  Government  to 
answer  the  question  and  remove  the  impossibility. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  May  I  know  whether  a  departmental 
enquiry  cannot  be  held  and  the  offenders  punished  by  the  depart- 
ment  examining  them? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  That  is  not  possible. 

Mr-  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  May  I  know,  Sir,  whe¬ 
ther  innocent  people  have  been  roughly  handled  by  the  Reserve 
Police? 

Mr.  R-  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  It  is  already  answered,  Sir. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R-  Kesavan  Nair  ( Trivandrum  and 
Nedumangad  cum  Chirayinkil ) :  With  regard  to  the  answer  to  part 
(f)  of  the  question,  may  I  know  whether  there  was  any  necessity  for 
the  exercise  of  private  defence  because  the  victims  were  so  com¬ 
pletely  disabled? 

Mr,  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  Sir,  the  answer  is  not  in 
respect  of  a  general  case,  but  it  is  only  in  regard  to  this  particular 


Health  Units  in  the  State. 

50.  ^Mrs.  Aberanam  Gnanasikamoney  ( Nominated ) : 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  the  number  of  Health  Units  in  the  state  ; 

(!>)  the  number  of  health  nurses  attached  to  these  units ; 

and 

(c)  their  duties? 

Mr.  K.  N.  Govindan  (Ag.  Secretary  to  Government',  (a) 

one. 

(b)  Four. 

(c)  (i)  To  undertake  home-visiting  in  respect  of  pre-natal 
and  post-natal  cases,  infants  and  pre-school  children  ; 

(ii)  to  conduct  the  maternal  and  infant  welfare  clinics 

and  little  mothers,  leagues  ; 

(iii)  to  give  ante-natal  and  post-natal  advice  ; 

(iv)  to  supervise  the  work  of  midwives  and  to  attend  on 

deliveries  as  far  as  possible  ; 

(v)  to  render  nursing  service  to  patients  suffering  from 

typhoid,  tuberculosis  and  other  cases  of  prolonged 
illness  from  communicable  diseases  ;  and 

(vi)  to  conduct  vaccination  and  inoculation  amongst 
females. 
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Appendix  id. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  He  40. 

Names  of  the  various  book-sellers  who  purchased 
the  Readers  and  copy-books. 


1  Sree  Ramavilasam  Press,  Trivandrum. 

2  0.  Perumal  Pillai,  Book  Seller,  Eraniel. 

3  K.  G.  Kuruvilla,  Adoor. 

4  S.  T.  Reddiar  &  Sons,  Quilon. 

5  K.  P.  Kuruvilla,  Ckengannoor. 

6  P.  S.  Ramakrishna  Pillai,  Parur. 

7  L.  P-  Fernandez  &  Sons,  Trivandrum. 

8  Ii.  F.  Fernandez  &  Sons,  Quilon. 

9  R.  T.  Pillai,  Chalai. 

10  N.  Anantha  Pai,  Shertalai. 

11  Central  Publishing  Co.,  Trivandrum. 

12  K.  Narayana  Pillai,  Neyyattinkara. 

13  S.  Ibrahim,  Attingal. 

14  John  M.  John,  Chengannoor. 

15  P.  V.  Thomas,  Adoor 

16  P .  K.  Madhavan  Pillai,  Chalai. 

17  Imperial  Depot,  Trivandrum. 

18  Malankara  Syrian  Press,  C.  M.  S  ,  Kottayaru. 

19  K.  Narayana  Pillai,  Attingal. 

20  B.  V.  Book  Depot,  Kozhenchery,  Branch,  Trivandrum. 

21  Easwara  Vilasom  Book  Depot,  North  Parur. 

22  R.  Subramonia  Aiyar,  Parur. 

23  S  Krishna  Aiyar,  Parur. 

24  Vidvarthimithram  Book  Depot,  Kottayam. 

25  P.  V.  Paily,  Todupuzha. 

26  N.  T.  Mathai,  Muvattupuzha. 

27  S.  Meera  Pillai  Rowther,  Todupuzha  (Erattupetta). 

28  N.  Govinda  Pillai,  Varkala- 

29  &  30  K.  A.  Ittyavira,  Palai. 

31  Malayalamonorama,  Kottayam. 

32  K.  Narayanan,  Mullakkal,  Alleppey, 

33  V.  G.  Ananthan  Pillai,  Alwaye. 

34  P.  Govinda  Pillai,  Chalai. 

35  The  Reddiar  Press,  Trivandrum. 

36  K.  G.  Skaria,  Chengannoor. 

37  P.  Ayyappan,  Edapally. 

38  Sree  Krishna  Vilasom  Book  Depot,  Thirumala. 

39  Keralavilasom  Press,  Trivandrum. 

40  K.  Venkitaraman  Potti,  Kottarakara. 

41  National  Book  Depot,  Mallapally. 

42  Mathai  Varkey,  Muvattupuzha. 

43  Varkey  Korah,  Vaikam,  Kandanad. 

Vol,  X  o  6. 
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44  M.  Thomas,  Kartikapally. 

45  P.  Madhavan  Pillai,  Balaramapuram. 

46  C.  E.  Velayudhan,  Always  (T-  0.  Varkey). 

47  Said  Muhamad  Bowther,  Erattupettah. 

48  D.  Bamakammathi,  Vaikam. 

49  St-  Joseph’s  Book  Depot,  Palai. 

50  V.  Swaminathan,  Neyyoor. 

51  S.  C,  Seminary  Book  Depot,  Tiravalla. 

52  S.  T.  Beddiar  &  Sons,  V.  V.  Press,  Kottarakara. 

53  P.  Bamakrishna  Pillai,  Balaramapuram. 

54  The  Union  Book  Depot,  Mallapally. 

55  &  56  The  Educational  Supplies  Depot,  Trivandrum, 

57  P.  C.  Cheriyan,  Tiruvalla. 

58  N.  Padmanabha  Naickan,  Shertala. 

59  S.  M.  Jeganatham,  Nagercoil. 

60  M.  Perumal  Pillai,  Neyyattinkara. 

61  S,  Sankaranarayana  Pillai,  Trivandrum. 

62  P.  Kesava  Pillai,  Kuzhithura. 

63  Jayachandra  Vilas,  Ohalai,  Trivandrum. 

64  Sandesom  Book  Depot,  Kottayam. 

65  T.  I.  C.  Bros,  Chengannoor. 

66  Chinnappan,  Balaramapuram. 

67  V.  N.  Padmanabha  Shenoi,  Shertalai. 

68  Thennattu  Beddiar,  Changanachery,  Alleppey,  Kottarakara. 

69  C.  Y.  Varughese,  Chengannoor,  Central  Book  Depot. 

70  V.  I.  Mathew,  Bamapuram. 

71  M,  E.  Meera  Pillai,  Pathanapuram,  Quilon. 

72  Oomman  Philipose,  Chengannoor. 

73  Varkey  Nainan,  Chengannoor. 

74  A.  Noohukannu,  Attingal. 

76  Gee  Varughese,  Adoor. 

76  G.  Bhaskara  Pillai,  Punalur, 

77  N.  V.  N.  Book  Depot,  Trivandrum. 

78  Sreedharan  Nair,  Neyyattinkara. 

79  K.  T.  Thomas,  Chengannoor. 

80  K.  Chakko,  Kartikapalli. 

81  Universal  Medical  Stores,  Kayamkulam. 

82  Sacred  Heart  Book  Depot,  Changanachery. 

83  The  Modern  Book  Stall,  Kottayam. 

84  Kalavilasini  Publishing  House,  Trivandrum. 

85  A.  Muhamad  Moideen,  Amaravila. 

86  Thennattu  Beddiar,  Quilon. 

87  K.  A.  Ittyavirah  &  Sons,  Palai,  Kottayam. 

88  T.  G.  Brothers  Stores,  Shertalai. 

89  Sri  Bamavilasom  Press,  Quilon. 

90  S.  Varughese,  Haripad,  Quilon. 

91  P.  C.  Abraham,  Chengannoor,  Quilon. 

92  Bhashavilasom  Press,  Kozhencherry,  Pattanamtitta. 
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93  T.  J.  Koshy,  Tiruvalla,  Kottayam. 

94  S.  T.  Reddiar  &  Sons,  Kottayam. 

95  P.  V.  George  E,  0.  T.  S.  Manager,  St.  Thomas  Bros., 

Chengannoor. 

96  Chandapilla  Chacko  &  Sons,  Mavelikara. 

97  Arumukhom,  Kuzhithura. 

98  Chandapilla  Mathai  &  Sons,  Mavelikara. 

99  Abraham  Peringara,  Tiruvalla. 

100  Krishna  Pillai,  Padmanabha  Pillai,  Pattanamtitta,  Quilon. 

101  S.  Nagoor  Kani  Rowther,  Pathanapuram,  Quilon. 

102  S.  Krishnan,  Venkulam,  Mavelikara. 

103  N.  C.  Daniel,  Mavelikara. 

104  B.  V.  Book  Depot.  Trivandrum. 

105  C.  K.  Krishnan  Nair,  Ponkunnam,  Kottayam. 

106  V.  S-  Krishnan  Nair,  Chengannoor. 

107  V.  Gopala  Pillai,  Pattanamtitta. 

108  K.  G.  Chandy,  Chengannoor. 

109  Kunchandy  Thomas,  St.  Thomas  Book  Depot,  Kozhenohery. 

110  Do. 

111  Educational  Book  Depot,  Nanthencode. 

112  M.  M.  Mammen,  Kozhenohery. 

113  M.  O.  Abraham,  Chengannoor. 

114  Oommen  Varghese,  Omalloor. 

115  N.  Madhavan  Nair,  Omalloor,  Pattanamtitta. 

116  Mathan  Thomas,  Karthikapalli. 

117  M,  J.  Zacharia,  Manager,  Cherupushpom,  Palai. 

118  M.  V.  Dasakammuthu,  Vaikam. 

119  The  Manager,  C.  M.  Book  Depot,  Trivandrum, 

120  E.  K.  Alexander  &  Brothers,  Kottayam. 

121  Oommen  Varughese  &  Sons,  Adoor. 

122  C.  K.  Gangadaran,  Vaikam. 

123  A.  Sankunni  Nair,  Nedumangad. 

124  K,  Yenketaraman  Potti,  Kottarakara. 

125  S^Narayana  Pillai,  Martandam. 

126  T.  M.  Muhammed  Mitheen,  Adoor. 

127  Chacko  Oommen,  Pathanamthitta. 

128  TKe  Manager  Sri  Narasimha  Vilasom  Book  Depot,  Thuravoor. 

129  K.  G.  John  &  Sons,  Book  Sellers,  Chengannoor. 

130  The  Memorial  Press  &  Book  Depot,  Chengannoor. 

131  Y.  T.  John,  Todupuzha, 

132  The  Manager,  S.  Padmanabha  Pillai,  Thevalakara,  Quilon. 
183  Krishna  Kurup  Govinda  Kurup,  Kaipattoor. 

134  S.  T.  Reddiar  &  Sons,V.  V-  Press,  Branch,  Trivandrum. 

3  35  B.  S.  Sankaran  Nair  b.  a.,  Modern  Book  Depot,  Trivandrum. 

136  K.  G.  Thoma  Puthankavu,  CheDgannoor. 

137  Varghese  Kuryan  Nainan,  Chengannoor. 

138  R.  K.  Kadir  Moideen  Rowther  &  Brothers,  Vaikam, 
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139  V.  C.  Mathew,  Tiruvalla. 

140  E.  D.  Joseph,  Kanjirapally. 

141  N.  Venu  Gopala  Shenai,  Adoor. 

142  M.  Asan  Rowther,  Kottarakara. 

143  V.  A.  Abdul  Raghees,  Anchal,  Pattanapuram,  Quilon. 

144  K.  S-  Vamana  Pai,  Perumbavoor,  Parur. 

145  Narayana  Prabhu  Krishna  Prabhu,  Vaikom. 

1 46  A.  Joseph  (Kollappally)  Ramapuram,  Mavelikara. 

147  N.  M.  Abraham,  Modern  Book  Stall,  Branch  Puthupally. 

148  T.  K.  BalaKrishna  Variar,  Ambalapuzha. 

149  T.  I.  C.  Brothers,  Branch,  Chengannoor. 

150  Varkey  Nainan,  Book  Seller,  Chengannoor. 

151  N.T.  Abraham,  Vaikom. 

162  Abdul  Razzak,  Changanachery. 

153  K.  Lakshmanan,  Paravoor. 

154  T.  J.  Pappy,  Book  Seller,  Kottayam. 

165  George  Varghese,  General  Merchant,  Thumpamon. 

156  V.  G,  Thomas,  Puthenkavu,  Changanacherv. 

157  M.  V.  Chacko,  Thiruvella. 

158  Tiruvalla  Co-operative  Society. 

159  English  High  School  Co-operative  Society,  Vaikom. 

160  B.  R.  Sreedharan  Pillai,  Book  Sellers,  Chengannoor. 
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Vide  Ananser  to  Question  No.  43. 

Statement,  by  caste,  of  Second  Class  Magistrates- 


Hindus  : —  18 

Brahmins  «  6 

Nairs  8 

Kammalas  m 

Nadars  Mt 

Ezhavas  2 

Cheramars 

Other  Hindus  2 

Muslims  :•  2 

Christians 8 
Jacobite  2 

Marthomite  3 

■  Syriac  Catholic ' 

T.mt  n  Catholic  .1 

South  Indian  United  Church  -2 

Other  Christian 
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Appendix  III, 

Vide  Aniwer  to  Question  Ho.  44. 

Statement,  by  caste,  of  the  Constables  and  Head  Constables 
in  the  Police  Force  and  the  C.  I.  D.  Staff. 


Police  Force.  [ 

0.  I.  D 

Staff. 

H.  Cs. 

P.  Cs.  | 

H.  Cs.|  P.  Cs. 

Hindus 

171 

1739 

19 

60 

Brahmins 

11 

24 

1 

4 

Nayars 

137 

1134 

14 

43 

Kammalas 

3 

29 

... 

... 

Nadars’ 

1 

22 

... 

Ezhavas 

9 

191 

... 

6 

Cheramar  (Pulaya) 

14 

Other  Hindus 

10 

325 

4 

7 

Muslims  : 

i  11 

115  ’ 

4 

Christians  : 

24 

310 

3 

9 

Jacobites 

8 

69 

3 

Marthomites 

1 

17 

Syriac  Catholics 

8 

98 

3 

Latin  Catholics 

4 

39 

... 

1 

South  Indian  United  Church 

2 

22 

2 

... 

Other  Christians 

1 

65 

1 

2 

Appendix  IV. 

Vide  Answer  to  question  No,  45. 

Statement,  by  caste,  of  Police  Inspectors  recruited  from 
1109  to  1112,  Edayam  30. 

Hindus :  * 

Nayars  " 

Other  Hindus  £ 

Christians  :  - 

Jacobite  ^ 

Latin  Catholic  * 

Muslims  :  3 
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Report  of  Proceedings  in  Newspapers. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anjrudhan  :  Before  we  enter  into  the  next 
business  of  the  day  I  have  to  bring  to  your  kind  notice  a  matter  of 
very  great  public  importance.  Last  morning  the  very  honourable 
friend,  Mr.  Kottoor  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Chair  to  the  publication  of  a  report  relating  to  the  portion  of  a 
.speech  delivered  by  the  very  honourable  member  Mr.  P.  Bala- 
krishnan  Tampi-  iA  so  doing  he  did  not  place  the  whole  facts 
before  this  House.  (Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai:  Question.) 
The  facts  he  referred  to  were  published  in  the  issue  of  the  Malayala 
Itajyam  published  on  last  Sunday  and  in  the  Bharatapatrika  and 
the  Malayali  of  Monday.  I  think  you  are  aware  that  Mr-  Kottur 
Kunjukrishna  Pillai  is  the  Editor  of  the  Bharatapatrika.  In  that 
very  paper  also  that  report  had  been  published  and  I  am  very  sorry 
that  he  attempted  to  hide  these  facts  from  the  Chair.  The  intention, 
I  believe,  is  obvious. 

.President :  Order,  order.  The  Chair  can  take  notice  o^ 
these  factst  only  when  they  are  brought  to  its  notice  in  the  formal 
and  regular  manner.  It  was  pointed  out  to  the  Chair  yesterday 
that  the  Malayala  Manorama  published  certain  proceedings  in  con¬ 
travention  of  the  etiquette  relating  to  the  matter.  If  it  had  been 
pointed  out  to  me  yqsterday  that  other  newspapers  had  been  guilty 
of  the  same  behaviopr  my  remarks  would  have  been  extended  to 
those  newspapers  also.  My  remarks,  such  as  they  were,  and  my 
ruling  related  not  to  a  single  newspaper  though  that  newspaper’s 
conduct  was  the  particular  matter  brought  to  my  notice,  but  to  all 
newspapers  which  transgress  the  traditions  and  the  etiquette  iu 
this  House, 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  ( Quilon  cum  Kun- 
nattur)  :  Sir,  on  a  point  of  personal  explanation.  My  honourable 
friend  Mr.  AnirudhaD  in  making  the  statement  unnecessarily  and 
quite  improperly  and  unfairly  made  allegations  against  me,  Sir. 
In  the  statement  that  I  made  yesterday  I  raised  a  general  question 
and  pointed  out  a  fact  that  came  to  my  notice.  Even  now  I  believe 
that  the  Malayala  Rajyam,  the  Bharatapatrika  and  the  Malayali 
that  seem  to  have  published  the  statement  have  not  published  it  as 
the  Malayala  Manorama  did  with  glaring  headlines  which  will  catch 
the  eye  of  every  one.  The  other  papers  merely  stated  that  such 
and  such  incidents  took  place  and  there  was  not  any  such  desire  for 
publicity  of  this  particular  matter  exhibited  as  in  the  Malayala 
Manorama. 

President :  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  go  into  the 
degree  of  publicity  and  the  manner  of  publicity  indulged  in  by 
various  newspapers.  {Hear,  hear,)  My  ruling  had  reference  to  this 
question  that  any  proceedings  ordered  by  me  as  the  representative 
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and  as  the  exponent  o£  the  policy  of  this  House  to  be  expunged 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  House  should  not  be  published  in  the 
newspapers.  Every  newspaper  had  to  respect  and  abide  by  that 
ruling.  The  extent  of  the  infringement  that  may  have. taken  place 
in  a  particular  case  is  really  beside  the  point.  That  is  a  matter  for 
the  public  to  judge.  So  far  as  this  House  is  concerned,  if  it  makes 
up  its  mind  that  certain  proceedings  ought  not  to  be  published,  it  is 
expected  that  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  and  etiquette  that  these  pro¬ 
ceedings  would  not  be  published  in  any  newspaper  to  any  extent. 

Mr-  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  :  I  was  explaining  as 
to  how  the  reports  in  the  other  newspapers  did  not  catch  my  atten¬ 
tion  and  this  particular  paper  caught  my  attention  accidentally  and 
to  exculpate  myself  from  the  motive  alleged  against  me. 

President :  1  do  not  think  honourable  members  of  this 

House,  at  all  events  from  the  Parliamentary  point  of  view,  attribute 
motives  to  each  other.  They  only  point  out  facts  and  I  am  sure 
that  Mr.  Anirudhan  did  not  want  to  attribute  any  motives. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  No,  Sir. 

DEMANDS  FOR  GRANTS— (confd.) 

Demand  vii— Public  Wokks—  (contd.) 

Mr.  James  Fletcher  ( Kalkulam  and  Vilavmkod  cum 
Neyyattinkara)  ■■  Sir,  the  distress  of  the  Nanjinad  people  could 
have  been  reduced  to  a  minimum  if  the  Public  i  Works  Department 
had  forged  ahead  and  did  all  they  can  to  help  irrigation  in  the  pro¬ 
per  time.  I  therefore  suggest  that  the  Public  Works  Department 
and  the  Chief  Engineer  will  be  ordered  to  prepare  a  three-year  plan 
for  the  betterment  of  irrigation  in  Nanjinad. 

I  may  also  bring  to  your  notice,  Sir,  this  fact,  namely,  that 
the  South  Travancore  sea  coast  line  has  no  facility  for  the  people 
there  to  carry  on  their  trade  on  account  of  the  poor  roads  or  want 
of  communications.  I  suggest  that  the  Chief  Engineer  may  in¬ 
spect  the  South  Travancore  sea  coast  side  and  draw  up  a  scheme 
for  improving  the  communication  on  the  coast  line  of  South  Travan¬ 
core. 

I  may  also  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  the  fact  that 
certain  roads  have  been  proposed  to  be  constructed  in  the  Neyyat¬ 
tinkara  malarial  area  with  the  labour  of  the  local  people  at  the  in¬ 
stance  of  the  Government.  Those  roads  have  been  constructed  and 
the  lands  for  those  roads  have  been  given  by  the  people.  But  un¬ 
fortunately  after  the  construction  of  the  roads  were  over,  the  neces¬ 
sary  culverts  and  bridges  were  not  constructed  by  the  P.  W.  D.,  so 
much  so  that  the  roads  are  now  useless.  The  amount  of  money 
spent  for  the  roads  and  the  lands  given  by  the  people  have  become 
absolutely  useless.  Therefore  I  suggest  that  something  should  be 
done  to  improve  those  roads  and  complete  their  usefulness. 
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Mr.  Kallur  Narayana  Pillai  ( Mavelihara  and  Tiruvalh 
cum  Pattanamthittd)  <mcb,  SB®  <sro§j(tn!GGr:aaQ)  ssnaaoo 
ajiosno  a-aicgjomsgf.  2)@0j(of|<aoil(0)ooi^olejgg.  coiaocorcinufflc&djjajlaii 
<nxsKsf)ffl&  jailo-rf gossailctflcoA  fficusnaafiCBsnmlejgg,  aolo^Aosi&Oo  am 
^crrTlg-i  o®ontgg@°  aoaia6n2ci{>cf!aabo  ^soaTlsri  a<fl>06n§aA®8m6)a 
aw§£.flJ>osfiou  og)ffloiio  gGSiuoo.  aajogz)8?ao5ffla^as  ajaomlaaDo  (s® 
co_i<abaiffi02)0  laroegaomTlaoiio  (Bro^cWssi  fflmiono<a>cy  ifflroirrooffii  (srcaisoo) 
gjool  <saisreQjlwfflttin«j6  a-isil  ajlamroo  axua^smsg0  ®roG§afl®alaeii>o 
cuaaaosno".  (alfisaigjOj  aosaisjltsa®,  a_is5iraooo(o>l§  go®  Qcrro  moe^ 
«aa<8>§o  axurfn  rolssoosAMrnjo,  ssmlaej  <^<oficnlc»r,<moc^§c«tt" 
sroiocrb  gooTias  ajom'lflfltflaomg)*.  go®  r^cno  roioe^cftacaglmo  m-flou” 
gaamTlaflooxb  cfc<}l6m®a<&a^sr«mn.<aii  ®soi  (g-joaioojo  cmA*^0  axu<$>ssi 
gjoann  (sroallsassioi  acossB^as  <si®qjc®^sb)s§.o  (ST08a_iiSfti<a>§o  o®aaa 
asmcraaa (^lacriajOQl  (aro®co-ia3Tlce63omu5vlaou  (Bvo«§a£><armlao  cmoau&o 
coo  crulao1^jl§lgj.  ami5a8cng)(i(B>oe^dMlffi6aolcTOo  ®  aoo(slc&o_is] 
srotoiooaoan  aocmocfc  o®acmoss  miDej^sni0.  <b®  orunajimoi1  ass  ggo 
aa.ooicnj-^o  ass  -Qjor©cqj0sn§u.  aocmo(i>  s-as  sodsbbOo  ami 
sascngjii  aomoogjjocryo  asraoo^ocujo  08T®5[lJ§oG<0>os(Bflo£aas  <moafl<fl>o 
aoigisnrnloansji  aa_i§ai®offnro .  (Brosgacaoisnt0  aocrnoQgg.aicefe  (sroslcftisl 
ajjj®ecr®(b  o®6fols36  ai«®sre@°  (ara<wjoaiogjao6no  .  goffig-joOo  gj® 
(soocuflaon  cU5lg-jo(6|a0oicfl(DiciolcnBo  (©oais56axu^ortDa6naari£jo  ® 
oj0(?>ai06sso igfflo  ©oaissiaxugjoasj)  go§lffil<flafm®afij08n|f’  ratoo/las  co 
fmocrmvoTtjTiao0  ssla®  nusa^angjoOTlraldwa®.  @  a£i<6a)06eBu@ffl£S8& 
go®  aoocuo"  ^o  o  o  o  (@a-to  axuaiaJOsesil  imoaTlsasi'ss  8}00«®sOo  £ 
6n§0c9ffl|afl|gannosnou.  @  o-Q&sjossb tg«o  igooai(o56»mj(^>0(o6  (sroaflas 
G3n3ioco{oitTuffl<fi>gii^fsn§o<fl>rnomi06nou.  rsro2j)®<fto6n$“  mHan  go6iaflafl 
OQ)(i  (8®  CTUoCOfoflajflssi  ®S0  Oj(t5flgj1(Scaa6n§5g"  <8rOroyOalC®j0O6tTDU. 
axu6secr®<l-(8c0)OtfssEus)l8Qoajpl(oi>  a^jaaos"  n^crncruQ&iCTigf  ass  o-io 
ejoffl<ab^ommlcrau  - .a^sroiraac&o^ssoflofc  a_rsnol  (8®®oe!<08<a>QQ)o  go® 
a<fl>o^s5ToT!sj6  rare ag°  <^sjfafla»o<to*oi^  axu^gam".  (ftiflsratm^lcioao 
(rusjrtfflsji)  (SYomriaobo  o_i6fol  Q^sjfoSlcoiodjal  (srofflilacAo 
cioo  c&Aaao  ooidiarfldwiag-jg  aJoaiiBroflacAo  g_s56aftiosono  oossnwl 
cooeialoAauo  <e>(jusK5K5>®o-|0Oo  ajo&icmaladio  amffloaa  TOOg" 
ass  oila&nj0  asrsocoTl.  gsj&oejoscoo  co?  ssralciojciuicB^sswnBi  u® 
ool«Ao-»®o  «®^a>0o  a®  oJoaisBoTIcoi  cS>QQ)oloolcm(ga<e»oanBOW“ 
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(srotoT! oo“  ojIsqj  ®smo»  g>u  o^-mosni.  n_ioooi5)<y§£Tn@°.  © ,  o  o  o  - 
®6  o-j(Do  a^j&jaio^n  o-j«mr!  a^raoTlaj  om  w  tat®  ta-jooonoagjg 

ajoej'OtcTl aob o  annafls)  (Stoooj  gosssacio  ^slamoi«T--ioao^u  cu51a-Jo^« 
aacibo0  82&j@OjdMiaai>o  G2(a6®coo§c8aoajo  AanOeo^Ksas  cry&9jjd390 
ojo  tmrnasrricnoaa  (micro*  aoioarmoffli  mjoooca’Qjefl^.  Sc&oSGemjffilcftsaa. 
oooaolroi  ato?  axuolcm  o_icajoi&s'l  g.fflnssET'ftsacnm^roi  isroaflas  <x> 
<moco<m.minlao"  aj§sa®  rruoc&dyo  asnsoc&aocor (tscno.  (Sigjoci^&GcafiJi© 
(otoTIctd0  a  is  aaatoij  a_is'!srora):!03cori  ?.«b  ojosjo  oiga®  iBVwnjjoaicrojao 
6fiD°.  (srDdn'ieejas  cP@?o  o  o  (©njajjas  a^uejeai  ai®lca,cs8g{&. 
(sro@°  Gc&Diiiffib  o-io&ja  ene0.  a<&o^t9>SQ4iiioroc52n©6oos,cnoo  aoscuaJlcea 
a©  re n_ia ArmcmoairSYCT1*  ass  ojosjo  cusmlQaTliaaandnlat)"  a_ismo  (BTOcyooj 
slojlsscnB.  a^rmotoi  (3TC(rnlffiej<aa“  gDPcaoffltesNmm  saja^ornrai  aJGfroo 

<grocroajal^*36rracTrflgj.  cgraoilas  a®  cuoaio  gsocsl  ojefniaiflsda 
sas^f  oi^a®  m<mp.uc®jao6fro“. 

go®  aooooej(55£ocna3jl<a6  @  (usmo  (gPajo  soaiou^sajc  <b§°auiso 
uni <04°  oold^.Qj^lffllcSQcnvmocsl  tft'snaaro.  ai^fm'iraafltmoo&olsciD 
cqjo  g_«s«s)ffl(5sri(C8ajl(tnbo^ol8nD(Hjo  rruosajcrufl^*  (ueiloa  oJtflftiaJarmsnj 
sd1«od)o§^b1  coaiaijraaiQ,0  (g^ajjjraTltfiQcm  gj*  aigs®®  oruffi>Sc0>®ao6fl® . 
(tsflKSQiOQOrta  u®°3l®i(a6  (rngja^ojoaiffi®  G2.05oo'l<o6  oo)0®,sjaJ§jcfn  ®i®^_ 
cfeOo  ioeg-JoOo  oj§j5>®  ctusbso  ®®0Dgaj\eacirB6nto  agsmlcmabc&orao 
6rnf  sniru"  nuaflaru  crosrowTlQJ(!8ar)@u.  ag.(©mjacc9<S5)o  6n.<ruu  af|§ 
dTKoflcra  OTdKiQJsrr^o  nroaiic-  oyDCK)(U^l:^®c9)O§<mtolffl!cesono(g®c0>O6n^u  oq>o 
©tflaoaro  ru^lconrob  gosasfis  .as“  oofis*®  rtnoaonilg^ldascmiwlcroo  (mcrrfl 
alcsttno  oj&j  ga_i3U68)3f3o  (ruo(§af)c8srrn(5nicroo  orutooro'cEyocftcnosni . 
®rog°  agsTtficQid)  ^(ia-jo^cro’iialfflnnaosfiffl0.  aosoo  ©•ajjfleflwB’i  cjjjoai 
cnPejo  aiogjlcaislflaaoacncntio  o_io6tctoj*  a®(£U}aiq,o  c8>snis.g.ci°  <na®® 
(0)o2oa)"ld3&cno6m  ■  mrosaaio  ajsormo  alcol^0  ffiroailas  prooatnfliyotBi 
(soojolc96)u  cejosrric^snJlaloicrflcnDo  g.o-i©aio  &aT§o&ro(m~lffii<flaorn(mloro 
oraoj®©  (giQj'njnfflQjgfflroiooi  aDoatmooa  (gjaDonruajal^.  goessaao 
<a>og_pca>s  Vxno  j3d^1  sroTts"  aiga®  (moanruliyosr®0  ^cjlasoolaiao  aairru 
Q4oan-j§cro@i“.  goScasinsoca'OToanruaraw)  oj®1  id®!^  a,rmj<TU0a2> 

(g@°  acaogoocSfflffi  n/ntorOKiivm'laosaisngl  smau"  <sro(rnl®ai(/3®®n<a&  aosl 
cSacm^oola'icmmo  a_iei  (sroaolo^rruoeaijiaaOotSso  c&orostDaocOjc&cqjo  a_i6i 
Vol.  X,No.  6. 
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so-jo^o  gfloicnoc/oo&sl  mjoeiil^QjmlcftiCQjo  aai^onosni0.  (rnlraoicn 
omn_lfflo-coo'/'(i(StaoQj:(o6  aaejooksb  gD©ffi<5KJ>oa°  a^e^o  gasriio 
a^onD  auoc«>®^>^ffln!t)^  (aflcsaicnaao^foo-  aQOcofbstejoaflfflfcaamab  co 
013)502 aba"  a^oaoosmioab  ooTomidd^fflld3saT><ufl<o6  ai&aro  nrueamD 
oSJ^sof’.  (5)2)  ffisdab  0^00535,"  oosg_j0c86>l  m  gsaao  (inarm  railas 
anDam.^fflo-tBrgajoioaaaicnleiaa.  Boabm)°sxJO(bg"  o_r3Urinl(g)Sl  cooi 
asniabo,  o^aoo^^oos  wmsmaacTDosrro  a0ml<aa  ecu odh c8ao ossa 
gg".  ogjcmorob  gosa-jotfaroia  sma^sacniDcmoafe"  ao.-^i^sreoc&oflnlfflltes! 
rmoHaroo  (arom.masxiriscniliob  atmosflejl^osij^QqjTtigo&otrolroncSarmimlcToo 
c/joiaaraabq,  igjgf^jtao  ©solcttosug  u  osoo".  goffia-joOo  oo^aolejaf] 
alko'cEacm  snjr^tfcag  cocuasraaba  aP.&iacoaSCTU)  mjdflcnj" oosgsiCTcfecmo 
(srooi  a<^®a°<^)@rgJZ|oiQ'(O^CK)<!:/0Ql10  o4fO>r’aQ.'S<u^<fcOo  cooJa6naatc, 
QKts^&cqjo  ®£U(^)0(d6  gDSajosyatoKD  snjrr^saafUjDaaoce^  ctue&sQJo  oo 
o|iajo  (d^soaroi  cejsplcBaoQJfU'finosm".  .oJlfflttnsnjn^cejaa  ffirconi  e&jocfl 
832)0  08000  (BigtSsTl  «(Usa»3maoj5(arolac9<ji3SBo.  §D8g_j00o  m® 
adnasfleTirob  agjtbao-jglolifiQrrinaiafflfflYtJiacTn  saejo  0rt«»l8ajE6jo  aojecmo 
c/oaoj  j8masn§^“  ai&a©  orDmjoaic^jaosm".  ^©oqjo  ityc^oaiby 
at6506n§“  o^acibo  (g-jnruocoo  oiuornjoaolQ-p^acfeog^.cno. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  Sir,  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  department  the  necessity  for  improving  the  means  of  communi¬ 
cation  and  irrigation  in  the  northern  taluks  of  the  State.  When  we 
raise  these  questions  it  may  probably  be  thought  that  we  are  raisin  • 
too  petty  issues  before  the  House.  But  we  do  so  because  the  peopl 
feel  the  necessity  for  these  things. 

In  regard  to  the  few  roads  we  have  in  our  place,  1  may  say 
that  even  when  a  person  travels  in  a  car  along  those  roads  feels 
as  if  he  is  going  to  be  pulverised  in  no  time.  If  the  Chief  Engineer 
himself  travels  through  those  roads  especially  in  the  rainy  reason 
he  will  find  how  difficult  it  is  to  travel  along  them.  For  those  of 
us  who  have  to  travel  from  Parur  to  Trivandrum,  we  do  not  know 
when  we  reach  this  place  whether  we  have  to  go  to  the  General 
Hospital  before  we  attend  this  Council. 

There  are  only  very  few  miles  of  roads  in  the  Parur  taluk. 
Some  more  roads  are  very  urgently  needed.  For  instance  the 
Parur-Munambom  and  the  Parur-Kuriappilly  roads.  A  road  from 
Ankamali  to  Parakkadavu  and  another  road  connecting  Thammanom 
and  Kumarapuram  in  the  Kunnatnad  taluk  and  a  road  from  the 
3rd  mile  of  the  Varapetti-Pothanikkadu  road  to  the  16th  mile  of 
the  Kothamangalam-Eeriyamangalam  road  are  urgently  needed. 
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In  regard  to  irrigation,  it  appears  that  there  was  a  bund  at  one 
time  in  the  Muttar  river.  My  information  may  not  be  quite  comet 
as  it  relates  to  the  past.  As  this  bund  is  destroyed,  the  crops  on 
about  25,000  paras  of  paddy  lands  are  being  destroyed  annually. 
A  bund  with  sluice  and  shutter  may  therefore  be  proviled  in  the 
Muttar  river.  Similarly  the  people  of  Parakkadavu  need  a  shutter 
in  a  canal  from  the  Ohalakudy  river  which  will  irrigate  several 
thousand  paras  of  paddy  lauds.  With  these  words,  I  request  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  pay  special  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  Northern  taluks 
of  Travancore  with  regard  to  the  means  of  communication  by  land 
and  to  the  means  of  irrigation. 

Mr.  T,  Mahomed  Ismail  :  Sir,  the  necessity  for  con¬ 
structing  new  and  improving  existing  roads  in  South  and  North 
Travancore  is  not  as  great  as  in  the  eastern  side  of  Travancore.  [ 
wish  to  bring  before  Government  the  absolute  necessity  for  widen¬ 
ing  the  Kottayam-Kumili  road.  East  of  Mundakayam  the  road 
runs  through  hills  and  valleys.  It  is  passing  through  estates  con¬ 
trolled  by  Europeans  and  Indians.  Hundreds  of  motor  cars,  lorries 
and  bullock  carts  are  passing  through  that  road.  I  do  not  know 
whether  there  is  any  other  road  in  Travancore  which  has  so  much 
of  traffic.  L  am  mindful  of  the  fact  that  a  considerable  amount  is 
being  spent  for  the  improvement  of  this  road.  We  hear  of  accidents 
every  day  on  this  road.  I  must  say  in  this  connection  that  we 
living  in  big  towns  do  not  bear  of  accidents  that  take  place  on  this 
road.  Unfortunately  there  is  no  paper  east  of  Kottayam  to  publish 
these  accidents.  It  is  because  of  that  that  we  do  not  hear  of  the 
motor  accidents.  Therefore  my  request  is  that  the  department 
should  take  special  care  for  the  straightening  and  widening  of  this 
road. 

The  other  day  the  Chief  Engineer  answered  a  question  put 
by  me  to  the  effect  that  the  construction  of  a  bridge  at  Erattupetta 
will  be  taken  up  only  after  the  construction  of  die  bridge  on  the 
Ponkunnam-Lalam  road.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  bridge  will 
be  taken  up  at  all  as  I  do  not  see  any  provision  in  the  budget  for 
the  construction  of  the  latter.  If  that  bridge  is  not  going  to  be 
taken  up,  then  according  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  the  question  of  the 
bridge  at  Erattupetta  will  not  be  taken  up  at  all.  What  I  say  is 
that  the  bridge  at  Erattupetta  must  be  considered  irrespective  of 
the  other  bridge.  I  have  no  objection  if  the  Ponkunnam-Lalam 
bridge  is  taken  up  earlier.  My  only  request  is  that  the  bridge  at 
Erattupetta  should  not  be  postponed  simply  because  a  bridge  on 
some  other  road  has  not  yet  been  constructed. 
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There  is  afrcad  between  Kanjirapalli  and  Erattupetla.  Jusi  at 
the  place  where  this  road  branches  from  the  Kottayam-Kumili  road 
there  is  a  small  bridge.  Fmm  the  very  beginning  this  bridge  was 
in  a  dilapidated  condition.  Nobody  cares  for  the  improvement  of 
this  road.  The  traffic  in  this  road  is  considerable.  Therefore  the 
existing  bridge  may  be  maintained  properly  and  a  new  one  should 
be  constructed.  With  these  remarks  I  support  the  demand. 

Mr.  K.  M.  Korah  :  (Vaiham,  Kotl  ay  am  and  Changamchery 
cum  Peermade)  ■  Sir,  in  rising  to  support  the  demand  I  wish  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  certain  roads  and  canals  in 
the  Ohang'anachery  taluk.  As  for  means  of  communications  practi¬ 
cally  nothing  is  being  spent  for  Kuttanad.  We  have  a  few  canals 
and  rivers  which  owe  their  existence  to  nature  itself.  It  is  highly 
necessary  to  widen  and  deepen  these  canals.  As  a  typical  instance 
I  may  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  the  Vezhapra  canal  in 
Ghanganachery  taluk  through  which  a  number  of  boats  pass  every 
day.  It  is  high  time  that  immediate  steps  may  be  taken  to  widen 
and  deepen  this  canal-  The  same  is  the  case  with  a  number  of 
other  canals. 

Coming  to  the  Alleppey-Changanacherry  road,  the  question 
of  connecting  Alleppey  with  the  main  land  has  been  engaging 
the  attention  of  Government  for  the  last  few  years.  This  road 
should  be  so  constructed  as  to  serve  not  merely  the  purpose  of 
traffic  passing  between  Alleppey  and  the  mainland  but  be  of  general 
use  to  a  large  number  of  inhabitants  of  Kuttanadu  as  a  means  of 
communication.  For  that  purpose  the  road  should  be  aligned 
through  the  Central  Kuttanad  -which  is  largely  inhabited.  This  is 
not  a  very  costly  affair,  for  the  land  is  mostly  punja  land.  If  it  is 
aligned  through  any  other  place,  a  larger  amount  will  have  to  be 
spent-  My  suggestion  is  that  a  canal  also  may  be  constructed  on  the 
side  of  this  road.  About  150  feet  width  will  be  quite  sufficient  for 
the  canal  as  well  as  the  road.  According  to  a  rough  calculation 
250  acres  of  land  will  be  necessary  for  this  purpose.  The  compen¬ 
sation  for  acquisition  will  come  to  about  Rs.  11  lakhs  at  the  most. 
Another  advantage  is  that  if  this  particular  route  through  the  high 
level  and  inhabited  areas  is  chosen,  it  will  be  more  protected  against 
damage  by  floods  and  waves  than  in  lower  and  more  exposed 
situations.  Both  the  sideB  of  the  canal  and  the  road  may  be  sold 
away  to  people  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  houses.  At  present 
people  are  reclaiming  kandukrishi  lands  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
up  houses.  They  have  to  live  by  the  side  of  rivers  and  canals  for 
facility  of  movement.  If  - the  sides  of  this  road- and  canal  are  sold 
to  people  Government  will  be  able  to  get  an  enhanced  price  which 
would  cover  the  expenses  of  the  construction  of  the  road  in  a 
considerable  extent.  I  would  draw  the  attention  of  Government 
to  this  question. 
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Sir,  in  the  last  years’s  budget  a  sum  of  Rs.  4,000  was  allotted 
for  the  Kottayam-Kumarakam  road,  but  this  was  allowed  to  be 
lapsed.  But  this  year  also  there  is  the  same  allotment.  I  request 
the  Government  to  see  that  this  amount  is  not  allowed  to  lapse 
this  year. 

It  is  about  five  years  since  the  Changanachery  T.  B.  was  de¬ 
molished.  I  need  not  emphasise  here  that  importance  of  Changana¬ 
chery.  Changanachery  is  very  badly  in  need  of  a  T,  B.  and 
let  me  request  that  it  may  be  constructed  early  next  year. 

The  condition  of  roads  in  North  Travaucore  is  very  deplora¬ 
ble  and  I  may  refer  to  the  Road  leading  from  Vattapalli  to  the 
Municipal  office,  Changanachery  as  a  typical  instance.  I  am  sure 
the  Chief  Engineer  will  not  be  able  to  wralk  through  that  road.  As 
described  in  a  certain  newspaper,  you  will  find  small  tanks  and 
canals  all  along  the  road.  Therefore  a  sufficient  sum  should  be 
allotted  for  the  maintenance  of  roads  in  North  Travancore  also 

Mr.  Abdul  Tayeb  Sheik  Kaderbhoy  ( Commerce  and 
Industry ,  South) :  Sir,  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Govern¬ 
ment  and  this  house  some  important  matters  relating  to  the  needs 
of  Quilon.  Sir,  we  are  in  urgent  need  of  a  Pier  at  Quilon.  The 
business  of  Quilon  has  increased  very  much.  Steamers  are  coming 
to  Quilon  with  raw  materials  from  Africa  and  other  places.  But 
there  are  no  landing  facilities. 

I  have  to  speak  a  word  about  the  supply  of  telephone. 
Some  time] ago  postal  and  telegraph  authority  approacheduaerchauts 
in  Quilon  and  said  if  30  applications  are  received  for  the  supply  of 
telephone  they  will  be  supplied  with  telephone.  I  think  more  than 
30  people  applied  for  same  but  so  far,  nothing  seems  to  have 
been  done  in  that  direction.  I  thiuk  one  of  the  honourable  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  Lower  House  lias  also  referred  to  the  construction  of  a 
Pier  at  Quilon.  I  request  Government  to  consider  the  demands  of 
the  public  of  Quilon  and  redress  their  long  standing  grievances  as 
early  as  possible. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnac  Tampi  ( Karma ga - 

palli,  Eartikapdlli  and  Amhalapuzha  cum  Shertala)  :  Sir,  I  also 
rise  to  oppose  the  motion.  In  doing  so  I  also  want  to  ventilate  a 
few  local  grievances.  I  have  learnt  by  experience  that  instead  of 
indulging  in  the  enumeration  of  general  principles  it  will  be  better 
to  ventilate  the  local  grievances  so  that  a  remedy  could  be  obtained. 
1  have  to  talk  about  four  taluks  extending  from  Quilon  to  Cochin 
and  they  are  the  least  patronised  by  Government.  In  regard  to 
the  mileage  concerned  in  those  four  taluks  there  are  only  about 
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135  to  140  miles  of  road  maintained  by  the  Public  Works  Depart¬ 
ment.  First  of  all  I  shall  refer  to  the  Karthikapalli-Kayankulam 
road  about  which  repeated  representations  have  been  made  to  Gov- 
eminent.  The  inhabitants  waited  on  deputation  on  the  Dewan  last 
year  and  he  promised  that  earliest  possible  attention  would  be 
given  to  that  matter.  There  is  also  a  big  road  from  Shertalai  to 
Arukutty  which  is  in  a  very  deplorable  state.  One  has  to  insure 
in  a  stable  Insurance  Company  before  he  could  travel  on  the  Slier- 
talai-Arukutcy  road,  bast  year  on  account  of  the  visit  of  the 
Dewan  to  Shertalai,  the  conditions  of  the  roads  were  kept  up  for 
the  time  being,  in  good  condition.  It  is  like  a  gentleman  at  short 
notice  getting  ready  with  his  toilette  to  receive  a  visitor.  I  speak 
from  experience  that  it  is  a  very  trying  thing  to  go  from  Shertalai 
to  Arukutty.  I  am  not  unaware  that  a  part  of  the  road  is  being 
attended  to  towards  the  fag  end  of  the  year. 

Though  I  have  no  knowledge  in  Engineering  matters,  I  do 
not  pretend  to  be  an  expert —I  can  suggest  one  thing  instead  of 
bargaining  with  the  Cochin  Government  for  the  construction  of  a 
bridge  at  Arur- Cochin  frontier  another  way  could  be  explored  to 
reach  Cochin  frontier.  There  is  a  way  which  is  only  5  miles  dis¬ 
tant  from  Thuravoor  to  Cochin,  If  a  road  is  constructed  in  that 
portion,  there  will  not  be  the  difficulty  of  putting  up  a  bridge.  I 
trust  that  the  Government  and  ihe  Chief  Engineer  will  consider 
the  possibility  of  approaching  the  Cochin  frontier  in  the  manner 
suggested  by  me. 

I  endorse  every  word  uttered  by  the  member  representing 
Kuttanad.  Construction  of  roads  in  Kuttanad  also  forms  part  of 
the  responsibility  of  the  Public  Works  Department.  In  fact  the 
canals  are  very  much  neglected  ;  they  are  narrow  and  are  silted 
up.  It  has  almost  become  impracticable  for  boats  to  be  taken  that 
way  because;  the  growth  of  water- hyacinth  ?  I  believe  the  Chief 
Engineer  will  effect  the  necessary  improvements  in  regard  to  water¬ 
ways. 

Then  I  want  to  draw  the  attention  of  Government  to  a  road 
from  Alleppey  to  Chaugauachery.  There  is  only  a  distance  of  IS 
miies  and  for  travelling  that  distance  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say 
that  the  time  taken  for  travelling  in  that  road  is  equivalent  to  the 
time  taken  for  travelling  from  Trivandrum  to  Alleppey.  We  have 
to  go  through  five  taluks  before  we  reach  Changanachcry.  Similar 
is  the  case  with  the  road  from  Ambalapuzha  to  Tiruvalla.  That 
also  is  waiting  completion  all  these  years.  I  trust  the  Government 
would  expedite  the  execution  of  these  works  of  the  Public  Works 
Department.  I  shall  be  failing  in  my  duty  if  1  do  not  bring  to  the 
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notice  of  the  House  the  necessity  for  ;i  bridge  in  the  bazaar  at 
Kayenkolam.  The  existing  bridge  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  condi¬ 
tion.  I  request  the  Chief  .Engineer  to  devote  his  attention  to  this 
matter  also  as  early  as  possible. 

Mrs.  Abernam  Gnanasikhamony  ( Nominated ) :  Sir, 
in  supporting  the  motion.  I  fully  endorse  the  statement  made  by 
the  honourable  member,  Mr.  Fletcher,  regarding  the  road  from 
Nagercoil  to  the  Cape.  It  is  quite  true,  the  road  is  very  dusty  and 
that  part  of  the  road  near  Elankadai  is  rather  very  narrow  and  the 
houses  are  quite  close  to  the  road.  The  excursion  parties  from 
within  and  outside  Travancore  have  to  keep  their  buses  run  about 
half  a  mile  apart  to  keep  off  the  dust.  As  referred  to  in  the 
Budget  speech  by  our  esteemed  Dewan,  President,  the  State  expects 
many  tourists  within  a  few  months,  and  the  All  India  Oriental  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  are  sure  to  visit  the  Cape. 

In  this  connection,  mention  should  be  made  about  the  bathinn 
pool  at  the  Cape.  It  is  very  glad  to  point  out  that  the  Caps  doe's 
not  exhibit  the  sight  which  it  did  just  a  few  years  ago.  It  is  a 
very  different,  pleasing  sight  altogether.  By  the  middle  of  last 
December,  when  the  Tamil  Regional  Committee  Conference  of 
teachers  was  held  at  the  Cape,  the  Chief  Engineer  was  then  at  the 
Cape— if  I  remember  correct,— and  then  some  high  school  teachers 
and  College  Professors  were  very  much  pleased  with  the  pool  and 
were  spending  about  half  an  hour  by  its  side,  and  we,  a  couple  of 
Travancoreans,  who  had  the  opportunity  of  showing  them  these, 
were  feeling  really  very  proud.  The  sea  with  its  surroundings  is 
a  very  big  thing  to  the  people  on  the  other  side  of  the  Ghats.  The 
pool  was  then  so  full.  But  by  the  beginning  of  last  month,  i.  e., 
Mithunam,  the  pool  instead  of  being  tilled  with  water  was  about 
half  filled  with  sand. 

President :  Some  people  want  it  to  be  filled  up  with  sand. 
Mrs.  Abernam  Gnanasikhamony  :  I  hope  this  would 
have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  and  would  have 
been  remedied  by  this  time.  No  doubt  this  pool  will  be  in  perfect 
working  order  during  special  occasions,  but  my  appeal  is  that  it 
should  be  kept  so  throughout,  if  it  does  not  require  any  huge 
labour  and  cost. 

Another  road,  the  one  which  branches  off  from  the  Cape  road 
near  Eatheucaud  to  the  south  and  which  runs  through  Thamara- 
colam  at  Muhilankudy  to  terminate  near  the  new  Karayalar  Allom 
at  Kovalam,  is  hopeless.  That  is  a  neglected  bye-road  even 
though  it  has  good  traffic  because  of  salt  bandies.  An  excursion 
party  on  their  way  back  to  Nagercoil  from  the  Cape,  after  seeing 
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tlie  salt  factory  at  Kovalam  had  to  travel  through  this  road  since 
the  party  wished  to  have  a  jolly  time  iu  the  Manakudy  lake.  But 
theirs  was  a  sorrowful  plight.  They  could  not  sit  in  the  bus,  but 
had  to  walk  two  miles  while  the  bus  was  run  empty. 

I  wonder  whether  this  road  has  ever  fallen  in  the  eyes  of 
higher  Engineering  officers  than  the  maistries.  I  request  the 
Chif  Engineer  to  be  good  enough  to  get  this  grievance  redressed 
for  the  poor  salt  bandy  drivers  and  the  p:.or  bullocks.  They  pay 
toll  every  day. 

Also  I  wish  to  say  a  word  about  the  supply  of  good  drinking 
water  to  the  coastal  people  at  Muttam.  This  is  a  longstanding 
grievance  and  if  I  remember  correct,  representations  have  been 
made  on  the  floor  of  the  previous  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly 
some  years  ago.  In  those  days  water  was  carried  to  them  in  carts 
and  now  lorry  loads  are  carried  and  it  seems,  water  does  not  suffice 
them.  Is  there  no  other  way  of  remedying  this  want  ?  With 
these  few  words  I  resume  my  seat. 

Mr-  P.  I.  Simon  ( Municipal  Councils)  :  Sir,  we  have  now 
two  Chief  Engineers.  The  Financial  Secretary  has  told  us  in  his 
speech  introducing  the  budget  that  separate  divisions  have  been 
formed  under  Executive  Engineers  and  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  Chief  Engineer  for  Water  Works.  I  have  my  own  doubts 
whether  this  bifurcation  will  function  with  advantage.  I  should 
think  there  must  be  co-ordination  of  functions  between  the  two 
departments  in  the  matter  of  carrying  our  reforms.  May  own  ex¬ 
perience  is  that  there  is  a  lack  of  co-ordination  in  the  operations 
carried  on  by  these  Engineers.  I  can  cite  an  instance  which  took 
place  in  front  of  my  house.  The  road  was  tarred  and  soon  after 
it  was  dug  up  for  purpose  of  drainage.  If  the  road  is  to  be  again 
applied  with  tar  additional  expenditure  will  have  to  be  incurred  by 
the  department.  Even  before  the  existence  of  a  separate  drainage 
department,  drainage  work  was  supervised  originally  by  the  Chief 
Engineer.  Water  Works  was  also  under  his  jurisdiction.  lido 
not  deny  that  the  importance  of  the  work  may  demand  separation 
of  functions.  My  suggestion  is  that  two  departments,  while  func¬ 
tioning  should  not  come  into  conflict  on  certain  occasions  so  as  to 
entail  additional  expenditure  when  dealing  with  improvement  of 
roads. 

There  is  always  a  wrong  impression  that  the  roads  in  Muni¬ 
cipal  limits  are  under  the  municipalities.  Blame  should  not  be 
thrown  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Municipality  if  the  roads  are  not  in 
order.  As  remarked  by  me  on  another  occasion,  the  roads  do  not 
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belong  to  the  Municipality.  On  the  other  hand  they  are  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Public  Works  Department  and  if  the  roads  are  not  in 
crood  condition  the  Public  Works  Department  .should  be  approached 
for  making  improvement.  The  Municipality  has  no  jurisdiction 
on  the  roads  and  drains  in  the  town.  It  is  certainly  the  duty  of 
the  Municipality  to  clean  the  different  roads  and  draiuij  in  the 
Municipal  limits.  Nothing  else  is  expected  from  the  Municipality. 
If  we  are  allowed  to  construct  our  own  drains  perhaps  we  will  do 

it  in  a  more  better  manner.  We  will  also  see  where  drains  arc 

wanted  and  the  construction  will  be  proceeded  with  according  to 
the  order  of  importance. 

As  Mr.  Kesavan  Nair  referred  yesterday  adout  the  condition 
of  a  road  near  Pulimood,  I  have  to  state  that  the  absence  of  a 
masonry  drain  in  that  locality  which  is  responsible  for  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  road.  The  work  of  constructing  drains  is  not  the 

function  of  the  Municipality.  It  is  all  done  by  the  P.  W-  D. 

Therefore  if  the  conditions  of  roads  and  drains  are  found  to  be  had 
it  is  our  duty  merely  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Engineer 
to  those  aspects  and  seek  improvement.  I  should  say  the  blame  is 
more  on  the  P.  W.  D.  rather  than  on  the  Municipality. 

I  would  like  to  refer  to  some  local  needs.  The  road  from 
Mavelikara  to  Pandalam  is  in  a  hopeless  condition.  Similar  is  the 
fate  of  the  road  from  Tiruvelia  to  Mavelikara.  There  is  also  the 
necessity  for  a  few  bridges  on  the  Tiruvella-Mavelikara  road. 
Much  difficulty  is  experienced  on  that  score.  Two  other  places 
are  also  wantiug  in  the  matter  of  bridges,  because,  traffic  is  incre¬ 
asing  in  those  roads  every  day.  I  would  suggest  that  a  compre¬ 
hensive  scheme  in  the  matter  of  road  construction  is  very  necessary 
in  view  of  the  proposed  scheme  for  industrialisation  and  that  for 
the  rehabilitation  of  the  agriculturist.  It  is  also  proposed  to  start 
cottage  industries.  We  have  to  find  markets  for  all  the  commodi¬ 
ties  that  are  produced  in  the  villages.  There  must  be  a  complete 
network  of  communications  both  by  canals  and  roads,  so  that  it 
will  be  easy  for  the  agriculturist  to  send  their  agricultural  products 
to  the  markets. 

Of  all  the  Governmental  departments  it  is  the  Public  Works 
Department  that  comes  often  into  conflict  with  the  municipalities 
in  the  course  of  the  administration  of  their  respective  function. 
On  behalf  of  the  Trivandrum  municipality  I  have  to  acknowledge 
with  thanks  all  the  help  and  assistance  the  Department  has  rend¬ 
ered  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  municipalities  and  I  hope  the 
same  co-operation  and  help  will  be  extended  to  us  here  after  too, 
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Mr.  Kottur  Knnjnkrishna  Pillai :  Sir,  I  have  found  by 
experience  that  it  is  no  use  narrating  local  needs,  for  they  remain 
unsatisfied  even  after  repeated  and  insistent  demands  made  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  Sir,  I  find  provision  has  been  made  for  the 
third  section  of  the  Quilon- Mu  kathala  road  in  the  Budget  for  the 
last  six  years,  and  still  that  has  not  been  taken  up  and  com¬ 
pleted.  Despairing  of  the  result  of  the  representations,  I  wanted  to 
try  and  concentrate  the  attention  of  the  Government  on  a  general 
policy  of  providing  roads  in  rural  areas  in  the  order  of  importance 
by  a  five  year  plan  or  some  such  consolidated  scheme.  That  has 
been  urged  more  than  once.  No  attempt  has  still  been  made  to 
formulate  a  comprehensive  policy  of  meeting  local  needs  of  com¬ 
munication  and  constructing  roads  in  the  order  of  their  urgency. 

I  wish  to  bring  another  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  House- 
There  are  many'  incomplete  roads-  I  consider  that  the  money 
spent  on  many  of  these  in-complete  roads  is  a  waste  because  unless 
the  roads  are  completed,  no  communication  is  possible  through 
them  and  the  benefits  sought  to  be  derived  from  tbjgm  even  after 
the  expenditure  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  money  would  remain 
without  being  fulfilled.  So  also  I  have  to  point  out  that  there  are 
certain  cases  in  which  roads  meet  on  either  sides  of  streams,  but 
across  it  there  will  be  no  bridge  and  the  communication  will  be 
absolutely  difficult  and  we  will  not  be  able  to  get  our  money’s 
worth  by  means  of  communication.  I  do  not  at  all  wish  to  point  out 
any  particular  road  in  the  constituency  which  I  represent.  Many 
of  my  honourable  friends  have  given  a  list.  I  would  implore  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  consider  this  question  in  a  comprehensive  way  and  take 
up  all  the  roads  in  the  order  of  urgency  and  utilise  the  funds  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Government  in  a  systematic  manner  so  that  we 
may  be  assured  of  getting  at  least  the  absolute  necessities  for  the 
means  of  communications  in  the  rural  parts  at  least  within  a  fixed 
period  of  years.  That  is  the  suggestion  that  I  have  to  make  with 
regard  to  that. 

I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  the  necessity  of  a 
pier  in  Quilon.  In  fact  we  had  been  urging  for  it  for  the  last  six 
or  seven  years  constantly  and  1  am  informed  that  Government  have 
gone  into  the  question,  have  enquired  into  the  matter  and  investi¬ 
gated  the  possibilities  of  a  pier  and  ray  understanding  is  that  in 
Quilon  there  is  every  convenience  for  the  construction  of  a  pier  at  a 
very  small  cost  to  the  advantage  and  development  of  commerce  in 
Quilon.  It  must  be  understood  that  Quilon  is  progressing  very 
rapidly  in  the  matter  of  the  development  of  various  industries  and 
its  importance  has  to  be  re-established  sand  all  convenience  and 
encouragement  for  that  must  be  given  by  the  Government, 
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Before  I  sit  down,  I  wish  to  point  out  one  thing,  a  point  of 
complaint  with  regard  to  the  Department,  which  [  think  is  a  matter 
of  Importance.'  I  find  that  complaints  are  made  by  the  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  people  that  there  is  too  much  of  establishment  charge 
for  this  Department.  There  are  the  Supervisors,  Assistant  Engi¬ 
neers,  Executive  Engineers  and  then  the  Chief  Engineer.  All  this 
supervising  authorities,  I  can  understand,  may  be  necessary  if  the 
Department  takes  up  first  class  engineering  works  and  do  it  them¬ 
selves.  But  what  do  we  find  ?  If  we  want  a  good  bridge  then  the 
contract  is  given  to  a  reputed  company  like  the  General  Construc¬ 
tion  Company  or  some  other  company  outside  Travancore.  That  ia 
done  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  labour  of  supervision.  That  is  my 
inference-  In  olden  days  very  good  bridges  have  been  built  in 
Travancore  without  the  aid  of  these  companies  I  would  point  out 
for  example  the  bridge  at  Muvattupuzha.  It  is  an  excellent  bridge 
and  if  you  consider  that  it  was  built  years  ago  and  if  you  look  at  its 
attractive  condition  even  to-day,  its  artistic  completeness,  we  will 
find  that  it  is  possible  for  the  contractors  and  Maistries  of  Travan¬ 
core  to  build  excellent  bridges  provided  the  Department  gives  the 
necessary  guidance  and  instructions  and  provided  it  supervises  well. 
Further,  there  is  no  provision  to  properly  scrutinise  these  first 
class  works  if  that  is  necessary.  Let  us  go  to  the  companies  and 
firms  of  reputed  stability  and  skill  and  let  us  save  the  expenditure 
on  the  establishment  by  reducing  the  supervising  staff.  We  cannot 
have  it  both  ways.  If  we  caunot  make  this  large  body  of  supervi¬ 
sing  authorities  to  look  after  the  works  and  make  it  possible  for 
the  local  contractors  to  do  the  work  aud  earn  the  money,  then  we 
should  go  to  the  aid  of  the  foreign  companies.  That  is  a  matter  to 
be  considered.  I  heard  that  a  bridge  at  Jagadi  was  built  by  a  com¬ 
pany  from  outside  Travancore.  I  wonder  what  was  the  necessity 
for  it.  I  also  understand  that  the  Kannalipalotn  was  also  built  by 
a  foreign  company.  I  have  no  experience  in  engineering.  But 
from  a  lay  man’s  point  of  view  it  is  a  bad  piece  of  engineering 
work.  That  has  been  built  by  the  General  Construction  Company. 
These  bridges  are  comparati  vely  small.  They  could  have  been  done 
by  our  local  contractors  and  local  men.  The  money  would  have 
remained  here.  Government  ought  to  have  been  more  careful  in. 
this  matter  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  ever  so  many 
supervising  officers.  That  matter  has  to  be  seriously  considered. 
That  is  a  general  question  that  I  wish  to  urge  before  this  House 
and  before  the  Government. 

With  regard  to  the  Alwaye  Bridge,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be 
impossible  for  the  Engineering  Department  to  properly  construct 
it  by  the  help  of  local  contractors  and  local  labour.  Then  it  would 
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be  possible  to  construct  the  bridge  at  a  lower  cost  than  it  would  be 
possible  for  a  company  outside  Travancore.  I  understand  that  the 
Erapuzha  bridge  was  built  by  local  men  with  the  supervision  of  the 
Engineers  under  the  service  of  the  Government.  This  tendency  to 
give  all  important  works  to  established  firms  and  thereby  shirk 
their  responsibility  of  supervision  must  be  checked.  If  that  is  not 
done,  another  course  will  have  to  be  adopted.  So  much  of  super¬ 
vising  staff  will  have  to  be  stopped.  There  need  not  be  two  sets  of 
agencies  to  look  after  these  works-  Let  us  give  all  these  works  to 
firms  specialised  in  the  various  Department.  Is  the  P.  W.  Depart¬ 
ment  here  merely  to  maintain  these  roads  ?  If  the  roads  are  main¬ 
tained  properly  as  they  were  being  done  till  very  recently,  it  would 
have  been  of  some  consolation.  Practically  the  only  work  of  the 
Department  seems  to  be  the  maintenance  of  roads  and  buildings. 
It  cannot  be  denied  by  anyone  that  the  condition  of  our  roads  has 
deteriorated  very  much.  It  has  to  be  improved.  Once  our  roads 
were  the  pride  of  travellers.  Now  it  is  very  different.  I  find  that 
roads  in  British  India  are  becoming  better  while  our  roads  are  de¬ 
teriorating.  Roads  near  the  Tinnevelly  side  are  much  better.  We 
should  not  allow  these  things  to  deteriorate  like  this. 

I  entirely  agree  with  Mr.  Kalloor  Narayana  Pillai  regarding 
his  views  for  taking  up  the  northern  branch  of  the  traffic.  There 
is  great  difficulty  for  travel  to  the  north  of  Trivandrum.  I  have 
personal  experience  of  it  myself.  I  had  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  authorities  the  complaint.  There  is  urgent  necessity  to  im¬ 
prove  the  traffic  from  Trivandrum  to  North  Travancore.  But! 
must  also  request  Government  that  if  it  is  possible  for  us  to  get  in 
time  the  electric  power,  we  should  not  -waste  our  money  in  Diesel 
Engines  or  in  motor  buses  or  second  hand  buses.  It  will  be  pos¬ 
sible  to  save  the  money  for  oil  if  we  are  able  to  get  electric  trolleys. 
If  that  is  possible,  there  should  not  be  any  hurry  and  waste  our 
money  in  getting  down  buses  which  -will  become  useless  after  a  few 
years. 

Sir,  about  the  question  of  transport,  there  is  absolutely  no 
two  opinion  except  from  quarters  that  are  immediately  or  closely 
interested.  So  far  as  local  labour  is  concerned,  it  is  -well  that  Gov¬ 
ernment  takes  up  the  entire  traffic  in  the  State  including  the  traffic 
in  the  canals  and  backwaters.  A  co-ordinated  system  of  traffic  is 
an  urgent  necessity  of  any  civilized  State.  I  hope  the  example  of 
Travancore  will  be  emulated  by  other  States  and  Provinces  iu 
India  very  soon. 

Mr-  T.  K.  Kittan  {Vail'am,  Kotlayam  and  Changanacliery 
cum  Peermade.)  on  .m  gOdasPoubces  mPaul  u  o<b|S)2  crbcfj&rrio  Ji  ^oax- 
©oj  ©-ajejaTia&jceQ  <3i9ajc^©aj§l®lc0ficrr>  rruosn^ 
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o>armosnt>“  o^acifeo  orDigliQjoQfflo.  <&>o<oemo  goof  as  6i«8  Gsjoeftoqjo 
goGn-JoOo  oo3d3amrT!gj.  (a@<Bsr©aso6nf“  0101100)0131100;  mjos^c&Oo  ,3,6133 
Otsa^rtnl  ajojaioioBacrnttsfloD  <01000  nsl^6)ca>o§BQono.  srogaaAcsni 
go®  ©osjcmcTlot)  cQJDafljictK  (jyfficG'oaooojo  m51aDlteacYr)"!gj.  oia^as 
©oSj^*  igjaa-H,  cfe^joiso,  aa£03a<tsn»o'il(Di  gDOJc&Oo  (oroglq-jeilaiJs 
smsiassTltoi  (0§(omo6  Gooagtft^Bo  crxmocrx&cnm&xojmQQo  g.6n§OQ3n«3lecK) 
snagg  010^)00100^0030(0“.  aijplaso  o4S>oq)o  cuoajajo  a®gjoo  crcmotSs) 
6030.  ooscjsis  aaaaffiHnOtylaiO  ^-ojoisojo  aoq,  araosjlejcft^o  (grog) 
Cy@D‘,6)iJS 61136)0 afclffli  gDQr'Satarro  CD(!J>0(/3<JS>nrU<3ie><g)o  OSffllai-J §©1036030. 

®to@“  at©  <u>oe^ifl®l<8coo,  ■  aj*roH(S<e5)0  0o@aoco)o(o6  gojoido.  roosj 
(crroTlaaiio  a<0)cfiao,  ais<Bau,  ceflifcfisi0,  aaslsrasioq,0  ssa  oDcfcejcrucej 
(srsio  cortnocDflnfTDQc&gjio  g6naoaor!ffl]<flffl6mo.  isra  aj1a±Msrofl(o&  somflai^ 
royomjo  aanoo  aoooffasisnscoioairajal^).  gooilgami  tasnoceaecDOcSal 
no<D&  ©as' xulojaa@D6Baflor?l(fl'(i»,  ass  8<ugf’<nj6nr30&  rarocrulcg^obci0,  0^^° 
a0i&u{Tolt^§laj“  gjafaflcoWtiaoii)  <i®|“  oronaT o^j  crb  o°  gg6imfcT?)<j»<l>0O(i 
cy  orusm  ggasDloolcaiAaoifc  ®6SBacr3  a  ©  <8a_nk  ca>06norr»f>ir%\  ©ro@ 
a*06n%“  gggf  a®3  ojeflai1  ojon^otlgsiQaiq.faaomnosno".  godsfloo"  ass 
cacuoafl  <8ro(^)0  3JCO)o(macm.  (8rog>“  a«s  o^?ooajjoi(aacir3  o^ooioroi 
a<fl>oaa.oaacmoaio  .a®a.i(iosrDgl(g_}OoQ)o.  a®gga<a>oasnecma(o6  goooqo 
o-ioeiojo  000,0  asreotSscmiTnlcK)  sroojfi  aog-j  nDaojIoctaotoosna0.  (sioaui 
cogj  ojoatkaoroosfio0,  ag)Cfno<a6  (Broffigaoroialacriio  cftls/giffiejOcoauDoao 
ao^joo  jd-d  coo^taofflocQr.flnjicrnooriaritSsisfDo.  gooilas  ©6n§  Aj)aQ0gD6©jl 
oral oaA  aasnacno  ngjacibo  Gq^onl<o>a{>  all.  aanruasni  o-ioa£cno.  «© 
odocditoi  aicr3<feogja^®lcq)as  iQ_}(ruoOO<mo51(ts6  cuo«Biol|i?6n|0.  ©jlaj 
eoonjy&Oo  oil.  aoa|T,cQ).  cu3lgjo(b|aaaba«aio<tBo  aocvaf  ei  ffioomjca 

Oo  c^cib'rJli-joDj'odloafflOcso  gfflnaotflasroazcrtoo  crccimoiasenDsiacnoo  o_io 
csyono .  Q0tno(a6  go®  ©sn§^§a®a<fl«06n$o  noqjdja0  igjecoiofficno  nrulatfl 
tseacrnl^.  (gt^aocib  <a>^i<i>  ooo®oa3)6ro.ijlaa.  (8T0ai(t<a0o  ^gullas  iqj 

o^ooflxyg?  (0rorr3OLicuiQ_i6n3o  a^u&ioiOcSsn  ©<ts  ojo&Io  a-isnoldTljy  «no 

fisflaoiio  cosairmlcoiG^i-ioOo  d&ao  (Sigj^c&Oo  aJoaj<oion<o&  ea> 

(Oiolaa rnlcmtoi  a-Jo&ietsttsilaciio  ass  eocno  ^ccbcte  gojo  of]  ogjorosno  . 
6ra)6SB^.aso30il(o6  &«s  aieflooi  a«e|Ococm£>ci&  oroiaojdamoaiojo'lcasionA  ai 
(cecrei  a® (tT3ol6roi®o <o6  soc6ss0o  .woanaas  afflvitflej&^o  aoqo  g^ou 
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^vT)  njl^  (SrD.TOleejogga  ai©l.<ft  a-KsfloJOsn©0.  (srossesicD  &$>o  srg^c&Oo 
aJDA'sjroi  ©6  <o>'c  olx  sg6>f)  o  ^  ojoejo  g.ssrurajffio_iooQjl  (vjjcmosrra 

onocpjttnE?.  aD(cr,roci<ssnoo  ainl-xi)  ooctu^ojo  .ajlo-cfgDaan 

coljjffla  orn-Qian^nffllcBacrnia0.  gogf  03)  c©  ©oDo^^cojoaTo0.  ojd 
ajo  §ds'1sk5k$g  i-JOXbTi  o^'rroaJosTOYmotai  ©a-io  (^(©ejufflaosno  sa_ioca) 
gj)  .  gD<D  OJ6TOO  gQO  (OOS'affiTO)  OJOOJaaJg  rfJ,a3Jld3©0«B®SQ($o  S)(U>3t?l 

ejo§'|c9i§.eso^o  oTlai'tiiaJ^agricej^.as  ao&iaoaofl  aanaja^issatmosna". 
tsjjoannoas  .ajacBiaJo^o  arairoaoiosliouajo  gogjoenos  o-jotTIc&Oo  cnsfotofi 
c8acm@®*osn§3s™“  g2S5es,rooqjaa.  ct>^65t30o  cn;oi§on<fiaaD@“. 

President:  Will  the  Honorable  member  complete  his  speech 
in  a  few  minutes?  I  want  to  give  opportunity  to  one  more  mem¬ 
ber  before  t  call  upon  Mr.  Truscott. 

Mr.  T.  K.  Kittan  :  gaT  (oosjjjagnosgrgrm  nruc&ej  (jyojroroilA 

qo  g®«n©  jo8lTO_iffi®rt5>o§o  ijLiaroaissruoaxgfOTSiofo^sl  oosGoiwareg) 
ala®©  faro  Wjoaicgj0o&YTou.  (8ro6®3®ao  cosasvno.d  m»;)CD]<&3cml®gj83[l 
db  gocmaei  srtnaob  (rosnTcaDffllajdlajoA^aaotolacn  oblacawiaTosaorro 
aJ0o-TtJrro@®aj)®ej  go®  aolg-joAi® ad>o,o  <s.u®snamoai<^,6iroo.  cos 
coacnoaaiseTlffii  o^gjco  ooiolcojochri  cosmisroo.  aig,a®Qjsmo  00000^0 
®a>o§ioiro!osnt)“  mro.tjflsmegjgj  aeSjocommaao®®  ai^lfflltflamn©0.  ^<d 
oruoCO(C)lc8>fflagjOo  ootolcffio^Qtmrtn'crQ0  ogjcoltfla0  a®  co|(i>a§c/oo  ecoscns 
TOo-ni".  ©jlaa@0)TairiCT-jln'(£8o  Gants'0 nrosriDffii  (srarai'lcj^abci.o  aoo,  gg 
emf|cr?'oQ)OCBiO(isaox5l  goGg^oOo  ggc® ■>. :®©i®2i4Gaj(fi  §dt  cuP g_jod|®a 
ab(fle4Jn^°.  <sroa!®~’(o6  rulaxfgosEiriOfflcQJGfflQQjo  aaJiy  mjsrotoi!  <sromncjy 
cibolGCoocgo  i^sofflro)  ^(aa-Knrwl^iTeGaJ.rasni0.  go®  ggasa-iffiKsl^ainl 
acito^ffis  ag}^Ga_J®©^S~',  G.flJ(3fo>3<D&  C9a_JfOTt*o.  (SrO<8gJ[OOo 
ffioe^cSsiW  aoGmo  ggsmf.crfloQNb  ag)om  <ftsmc9gaJ©3o.  a_fi®rm  so)6as 
Cb&at  orOc9s>o®j(CKjflcc36  moarosoas  a)ss>d3w(al^.  Gc&oitajocBsoe^iflsriGaJtea1 
go®  cruosu)  Q^)cro  colosnafl^0,  a«s  a06TkfloiW®®aso  rffrooDasslry 
C®(T03(a6  eoac9>3gjOTS0o  510)65)3  Oo  GCt)Dc9al®<&Oaa.Oo .  (81®  303  agjG(S>0 

gg6is)ricolt2)(i)(ao®ro  colefflaflffla.tnaCoo  ®  d  cryijyfflfflQSgnrus* tro“  ass 
rosM  (^§an(oi>  GoaoxjiCTcoisB 01(6®°  (a-jeaoosial)  ®3>o§(BO>3®6  arolaoio 
<&o.  ®ro§o<a>  ^seaaocruo  aoT>:>om>lca)<Bflg)<0).oi  ao$®D  (Bioe^cealcroo 
gg(@&®<@  mo  03)0®  colcaudThy'’  tsrog?  csro.rccnanajoto&Goigjjo  a®!, 
xulaif^sanlajlcffii  aJo'Ucoscoco  cosiaiacmt®0  goea-joOo  osa®®  *0010 
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eafl§06flt>°.  Gsaoeiknscearm  crun£j6sagn<o&  csraGgaoo  ^©stggag  g<ud 
obI  -u®ieooocDl^l(fflcnDaaiS3‘'!(^i  gomo  (ruo@oa'<0Qcrr>@GaJoseuc£8gg.  cr> 
cgisseOo  nruoeoinceecejCGrigjooanascrB.  (3rD@6)ce,osn%°  <sro$gijD®njf|ao  rru 
aEutfcearfDftsflc©  ejoj-'Tic©  scb  af]0aooofmacm  ajKSRjrjntooeio  (OBScss) 
slg-j.  gOGg-JOOo  QJleJcSQOQjm  oila0r065B0o  g.SDiU-  (8TO(B)l(O5c0>QQIol 
(OTOGgaDcornfloa0  sla'cruajo  •ajool'Ti>6>sn(b']c9a:o.  nruooauo4°  cnctacnoffiai 
rfndl6YOYti)o.o6  aolosuaBaoc^o  eesoejl  c/offilooomfl  rnssao.  aol 

njoti^fflaaioHejo  go6Si3aoo  aojcgiooi  ©cfcoagLoo-  GzaiciA&o©]  autgcno 
6>aicmol«wo>0ffl&  GS?oen<ft>fflS^joir  gs.<D®tei]rtj>aooQn  ms®.  a_i<D'<Bc©oco 
cocoas  ceboa4fflc033sn§o6nao  goGgjoOo  egssejlcftaagjOo  c/ota'.ocuocBn  cns 
tflsiorsflffllcSacvngD0.  <srn«gacao6r»§c  ajsi^lcesilaabo  (m©cnc®j<oroilat>  a^u 
ejaioc0anm<uilciooaal  (BTOncQia1.apsag  amsni'  roi^ogj^mimort^i^gom 
(nflaou  GQJ6rt§  c^ja.'cru£iAOo  si.ajGcgjs'ragf  (SiD.-mjoajoajaosna .  §d<d  nui 
gj,0(i|aaa6o'lffii  (maaic/^roioilejajkeio  g.@a)ococmoaao«86n§  a0cno  qjo 
oq)o®«5>  oo'icy'OYoT.cffllgj.  a.®  GaeiGej  cocrucaaoiSo  §D6imf!cr?kn>(l>  o0 
cm  «.xJ(o';©6  csroaioruoooleeacmojaoana0-  cry'Q_)s>aaiG  rti<f  oryo  .msYaflcol 
cfflcbaoAnaacfr).  ^oflsaiaro)  cofaocoflSMrunjcajgjo  Qjiietno-jltfiacmroTlcro0 
a_}roko>  Goooyc&.§.as  isrgiaic/gjo  cDOtooaaocdTl  §.snt°.  ora  tail  sajog^0  go 
eg  i_i  0O0  ^ai)c9si3a®  (ftOSTOYro^aPcBa0  fijelcearmunlaD0  oigao  mj<3ce>rojg| 
en%°.  oraorlGejaa0  srgjoicrajgjg®  a-ian0  gos>g;)fflfl(o&  acts  Gc&os’l^gajo 
c9>Sooao65a'acs2)£&le4o  gogoi*  cfco®^BBOo  a51(baiorflGcafflSn§(H)06ru“.  <sra 

nssidbosag  63ffllcsaejo  mcg3G96ins3<fc<ft>a2>i£j.  moiSGa  ^sreoiaacfecoiss • 
<ao6c0s>oeJo  goraflsoog-jool  a®a51<9&u  82i@zio©<8®  S&jor^oajl.ssio 


Mr.  A.  Easwara  Pillai  {Kottarakara  and  Pattern apur am 
cum  Shencoita )  :  I  also  oppose  the  Demand.  My  reason  undoing 
so  is  to  impress  upon  the  Government  that  the  P,  W.  D.  is  not  pay¬ 
ing  proper  attention  to  the  rural  parts,  especially  the  hilly  regions 
of  the  State.  My  constituency  is  constituted  of  three  taluks,  namely 
Kottarakara,  Pathanapuram  and  Shencotlah.  There  are  only  a  few 
roads  in  these  taluks  and  they  areleft  very  miserable.  The  majority 
of  the  people  of  these  taluks  are  agriculturists.  They  have  taken 
upon  themselves  the  initiative  of  constructing  several  new  roads. 
The  people  have  represented  to  the  Government  and  to  the  Chief 
Engineer  to  take  up  these  roads  under  the  P.  W,  D,  maintenance. 
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But  the  Government  has  not  paid  proper  attention  to  their  repre¬ 
sentations.  Most  of  these  roads  have  been  neglected  by  the  people 
on  account  of  their  inability  to  maintain  them  year  after  year. 
More  than  95  per  cent  of  the  people  of  these  taluks  are  agriculturists 
and  they  have  to  take  their  agricultural  products  to  the  markets. 
Without  facilities  for  transporting  them,  they  find  it  very  difficult 
to  sell  their  agricultural  produce  for  a  profitable  price.  Unless 
transport  facilities  are  improved  in  these  taluks  the  agriculturists 
will  be  put  to  great  troubles.  Their  industry  will  be  ruined. 

The  people  of  Kottarakara  and  Kunnathur  have  been  agitating 
for  the  last  25  years  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge  across  the 
Kallada  River  at  Karim pinpuzha  on  the  Kottarakara- Sasthamcotta 
road.  It  is  an  absolute  necessity  and  I  request  the  Government,  to 
look  into  the  matter  without  delay  and  redress  the  grievances  of 
the  people. 

I  have  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  that  the  Public 
Works  Department  is  not  paying  proper  attention  to  the  irrigation 
works  of  the  country.  Sir,  we  want  a  net  work  of  irrigation  chan¬ 
nels  wells  and  tanks  especially  in  the  taluk  of  Shencottah  which  is 
so  miserable  on  account  of  the  lack  of  water  facilities.  The  taluk 
is  subjected  to  frequent  droughts.  The  periodical  rains  do  not 
contribute  sufficient  water  for  cultivation  purposes.  There  are  cnly 
a  very  few  tanks  in  the  taluk.  So,  I  request  the  Government  to  ask 
the  Public  Works  Department  to  pay  particular  attention  to  provide 
sufficient  number  of  tanks  and  wells  in  Shencotta  Taluk.  In  this 
connection  I  may  also  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  that  most 
of  the  tanks  in  the  Kottarakara  and  Fathanapuram  taluks  are  silted 
up  and  they  serve  no  useful  purpose  to  the  cultivators.  Hence  the 
Irrigation  Department  has  to  take  proper  step  to  improve  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  these  tanks.  The  salvation  of  agriculturists,  lies  in  extend¬ 
ing  the  scope  and  operation  of  minor  irrigation  department.  '  Faci¬ 
lities  for  conservation  and  distribution  of  water  may  be  provided 
without  delay. 

Mr.  G,  B.  E.  Truscott  ( Chief  Engineer,  Roads  Buildings 
and  Irrigation)  :  Sir,  as  usual  most  of  the  discussion  has  centred 
round  local  needs.  I  am  glad  to  repeat  what  I  said  in  another  place 
i.  e,,  that  the  leaders  of  the  parties  should  call  their  members  to¬ 
gether  aud  prepare  a  list  of  urgent  requirements  in  their  respective 
constituencies  in  the  order  of  priority.  That  list  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  me  and  I  will  make  a  rough  estimate  of  the  various  items 
and  submit  it  to  Government  with  my  recommendations-  That,  I 
consider,  is  the  only  way  to  meet  the  urgent  meeds  of  the  public  ; 
but  I  would  ask  the  honourable  members  to  be  careful  and  to  include 
only  the  urgent  items  in  that  list  as  funds  for  this  purpose  are 
limited.  If  all  the  proposals  which  I  have  heard  in  this  House  and 
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elsewhere  from  various  members  were  to  be  carried  out  it  would 
require  nearly  the  whole  revenues  of  the  State  for  one  year  and  I 
doubt-  then  if  all  the  needs  would  be  supplied.  I  have  in  my  office 
sanctioned  estimates  for  works  awaiting  funds  to  the  value  of  about 
16  lakhs  of  rupees-  Some  of  those  estimates  very  likely  include 
subjects  which  have  been  just  mentioned  by  the  honourable  members 
and  therefore  if  the  proposal  which  I  have  now  put  forward  is 
agreed  to  by  the  honourable  members,  I  think,  it  will  not  only  help 
the  public  but  also  assist  Government  by  saving  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  in  preparingand  answering  questions  on  local  needs. 
At  the  same  time  I  might  say  with  regard  to  the  point  raised  by 
Mr.  Kunjukrishna  Fillai  with  respect  to  incomplete  works,  that  a 
perusal  of  the  budget  will  show  that  for  some  years  past  the  amount 
allotted  for  incomplete  works  is  far  greater  than  that  allotted  for 
new  works  and  from  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  policy  of  the  De¬ 
partment  and  Government  is  once  a  work  is  taken  up  to  carry  that 
through  to  completion  as  far  as  funds  permit. 

Another  honourable  member  made  a  comparison  of  the  ex¬ 
penditure  on  accouut  of  P.  W.  D.  of  our  State  with  expenditure  in 
adjoining  territories.  Well,  Sir,  the  area  of  Travancore  is  7625 
sq.  miles  roughly,  equal  in  extent  to  the  district  of  Tanjore  in  the 
Madras  Presidency  which  is  about  7840  sq.  miles.  The  expenditure 
on  works  and  repairs  in  Tanjore  for  a  particular  year  was  about 
Es.  24  lakhs  while  that  in  Travancore  for  the  corresponding  year 
was  about  Rs.  3d  lakhs.  The  expenditure  on  establishment  for 
Tanjore  was  about  Rs.  3  lakhs  while  in  Travancore  it  was  only  about 
Rs.  4*6  lakhs.  Tanjore  expenditure  does  not  include  any  expen¬ 
diture  on  account  of  Chief  Engineer  or  Deputy  Chief  Engineer  at 
headquarters. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  ( Kalkulam  and  Vilavankod  cum 
Neyyattinkara) :  Sir, . 

President ;  The  honourable  member  does  not  yield. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  :  In  view  of  the  ruling  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent  the  official  members  should  as  far  as  possible  answer 
questions. 

President :  Order,  order  Mr.  Truscott  may  continue. 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott :  We  must  also  remember  the  fact 
that  the  Travaucore  P-  W.  D.  maintains  roads,  canals,  major,  irriga- 
tion  works  and  minor  irrigation  works.  Roads  in  British  India  are 
maintained  mainly  by  the  District  Boards  and  there  is  a  separate  de¬ 
partment  for  irrigation.  Tie  establishment  charges  in  Travancore 
are  only  about  14  per  cent,  of  the  total  allotment  while  in  Madras 
it  is  24  per  cent,  in  Bombay  26'53  per  cent;  in  the  United  ProviaceB 
Vo  X  No.  6, 
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49*76  par  cant,  find  in  the  Punjab  59"17  per  cent.  Generally  these 
fio-ures*  will  clearly  show  that' the  established  charges  of  the  P.  W.  D. 
in  Travancore  is  not  higher  than  in  other  places,  but  is  considerably 
lower. 

Mr.  K.  R-  Elankath  :  Sir- 

President  :  The  honourable  member  may  perhaps  allow 
other  honourable  members  to  put  questions. 

M.  K.  R.  Elankath  :  May  I  know  the  extent  of  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  an  Executive  Engineer  in  the  Madras  Presidency? 

Mr- Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair :  May  I  know  how 
many  Executive  Engineers  are  there  in  Tanjore? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott :  Sir.  I  have  no  information  on 
these  points.  I  was  giving  the  percentage  of  expenditure  according 
to  the  information  available  to  me.  I  cannot  say  the  exact  number 
of  Executive  Engineers  in  several^di visions  outside  the  State. 

I  would  also  like  to  say  that  the  mileage  of  roads  in  Travan¬ 
core  is  much  more  than  the  mileage  of  roads  in  the  adjoining 
districts.  With  regard  to  the  strength  of  the  staff  in  the  P.  W.  D. 
it  is  the  same  as  it  was  26  years  ago  and  the  expenditure  sanctioned 
in  1082  to  1081  was  h’s.17'94  lakhs  ’and  the  number  of  Engineers 
in  the  Department  including  the  Chief  Engineer  was  29.  Now  the 
number  is  reduced  to  24  and  the  expenditure  in  1112  was  Es.  48 
lakhs.  It  has  been  pointed  out  by  one  of  the  honourable  members 
that  I  was  on  tour  only  for  103  days  in  1111. 

President  ••  He  suggested  that  a  private  aeroplane  should 
be  used  by  the  Chief  Engineer. 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott :  I  admit  I  should  like  to  do  more 
touring  ;  but  my  movements  are  limited  as  I  am  tied  down  at  head¬ 
quarters  to  attend  conferences,  Committees  and  the  Legislatures. 
This  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  visit  as  many  places  in  the  State 
as  often  as  I  would  wish  and  Government  have  realised  that  and 
are  considering  the  question  of  some  relief  for  me  at  head  quarters, 
I  would  however  remark  that  in  addition  to  the  1 03  days  mentioned, 
I  also  toured  for  about  20  days  outside  the  State,  again  my  presence 
is  required  in  this  Chamber  for  about  20  days  in  -the  year  and  about 
double  that  number  of  days  in  the  other  Chamber.  Local  inspect¬ 
ion  of  works  are  also  not  included  in  the  days  on  tour. 

Another  memher,  1  think,  Mr.  Goviudan  spoke  about  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  A.  V.  M..  Canal.  That  has  been  considered  by  Govern¬ 
ment.  I  myself  have  studied  the  question  very  thoroughly  and  I 
cannot  say  that  it  would  be  a  practical  proposition  to  take  up  the 
completion  of  this  canal  as  the  expenditure  to  be  incurred  would  be 
far  greater  than  any  benefits  that  are  likely  to  accrue  by  its  comple¬ 
tion. 
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Mr-  Arumukham  Pillai.  stressed  the  need  for  a  separate  divi¬ 
sion  for  the  Kodsyar  Irrigation  works  as  the  officers  entrusted  with 
that  work  are  not  giving  proper  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  ryots. 
Sir,  the  Project  is  now  under  the  charge  of  an  Assistant  Engineer 
controlled  by  the  Executive  Engineer  and  l  think  their  work  is 
entirely  satisfactory.  Some  complaints  might  have  arisen  from  the 
ryots  with  regard  to  the  distribution  of  water  during  the  period  of 
drought.  But  as  far  as  I  am  aware  the  distribution  of  water  has 
been  fairly  and  properly  carried  out  by  the  Executive  officers  in 
consulation  ivith  local  inhabitants.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
raising  the  height  of  the  Pechipara  Dam  by  10  ft.  which  was 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Arumukham  Pillai,  I  may  say  that  it  is 
not  an  economic  proposition. 

Mr.  y.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai  {Tovala  cum  Agastisvaramy 
Sir,  as  a  personal  explanation  I  may  say  that  I  did  not,  state  that 
the  Executive  Engineer  and  the  Assistant  Engineer  were  not  doing 
their  work  properly.  It  seems  that  the  honourable  member  has 
misunderstood  me.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  are  doing  excellent 
work  there. 

President :  The  honourable  member  can  only  interrupt  in 
correcting  any  mistake  or  in  making  any  personal  explanation  ;  but 
he  cannot  make  a  speech. 

Mr.  G,  B.  E.  TrUscott:  So  far  as  the  raising  of  the  Dam 
is  concerned,  I  may  say  that  it  cannot  be  done  on  account  of  the 
considerable  cost  that  will  have  to  be  incurred  both  on  account  of 
the  raising  which  will  have  to  be  done  from  the  foundations  upwards 
and  also  other  contingent  works. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  May  I  know  whether . 

President :  Order.  Order.  The  honourable  member  has 
not  yielded. 

Mr.  G.  B.  E-  TrusCOtt :  Sir,  another  point  raised  by 
Mr,  Arumukham  Pillai  was  regarding  ,the  location  of  toll  gates 
by  which  I  presume  he  is  referring  to  the  toll  gate  close 
to  the  Marungoor  village.  Actually  location  of  toll  gates  close  to 
villages  does  not  entail  such  hardships  as  are  indicated  by  the 
Honourable  member,  for,  anyone  living  within  three  miles  of  the 
gate  can  compound  the  fees  leviable  for  a  whole  year  of  each  vehicle 
used  by  him ‘personally  fora  payment  of  21  times  one  toll  fee. 
Then  another  member  complained  that  toll  gate  contracts  were 
given  to  non-Travancoreans.  I  am  afraid  that  this  is  mainly  due 
to  the  fact  that  Travancoreans  are  not  enterprising  euough  to  bid. 
For,  out  of  the  21  gates  in  the  State  only  14  were  tendered  for  by 
Travancoreans, 
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Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  :  May  I  know  whether  Government 
have  at  any  time  deviated  from  the  principle  of  auctioning  tolls  by 
not  receiving  separate  tenders  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott:  We  asked  for  written  tenders  and 
they  were  sent  in.  Toll  Gates  are.  disposed  of  either  by  auction  or 
by  tenders.  And  on  the  last  occasion  tenders  were  invited  and 
tenderers  were  allowed  to  tender  for  one  or  more  gates  at  a  time  or 
for  all  the  gates  ;  and  according  to  Government  orders,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  contracts  are  given  to  Travancoreans  and  on  the  last 
occasion  some  loss  was  incurred  by  Government  in  carrying  out  this 
policy. 

Then  regarding  the  question  of  improving  the  pier  at  Quilon 
which  was  raised  by  Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  and  Mr.  Ka- 
dirbhoy,  1  would  say  that  Government  are  considering  the  question 
not  only  of  building  a  pier  at  Quilon,  but  also  of.  improving  the 
ports  south  of  Quilon.  One  member  mentioned  the  Valiat.hurai 
Port  by  which  I  presume  he  means  Valiathurai  Pier.  The  im¬ 
provement  of  this  also  is  under  the  consideration  of  Government, 
Then  a  member  referred  to  a  bridge  on  the  M.  C.  road  which  he 
complained  was  built  with  bamboos  and  cocoanut  trunks.  This 
bridge  is  not  on  the  M,  0,  road,  but  is  a  foot  bridge  across  a  small 
stream  approached  on  either  side  by  a  foot  path.  This  bridge  is 
constructed  of  masonry  piers  on  wells  and  the  two  end  spans  are  of 
reinforced  concrete  ;  but  on  account  of  the  foundations  not  having 
been  taken  deep  enough  it  was  decided  that  the  centre  span  should 
be  of  lighter  construction  and  so  a  temporary  wooden  platform  has 
been  built  and  arrangements  are  being  made  for  steel  girders  Avith  a 
wooden  platform  over. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  House  the  conditions  of  the  roads  in  his  constituency.  I  may 
say  that  unfortunately  the  allotment  for  the  maintenance  for  some 
years  has  been  reduced  by  a  certain  percentage  and  at  the  same 
time  traffic  on  roads  has  considerably  increased.  But  we  are  trying 
as  far  as  funds  permit  to  do  everything  in  the  matter  of  keeping 
the  roads  in  gocd  condition. 

President :  I  am  afraid  that  Mr.  Truscott  has  finished  his 
quota. 

Mr-  G  B.  E-  Truscott :  Sir,  Avith  regard  to  the  supply  of 
good  drinking  water  to  the  coastal  regions,  I  may  say  that  it  is  a 
very  live  question  at  the  present  time  and  the  matter  is  under  care¬ 
ful  consideration. 

Mr  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  •  Sir, . 

President:  The  honourable  member  does  not  yield. 
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Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  Sir,  he  must 
yield  at  least  once  or  twice. 

President :  I  shall  allow  one  or  two  members  to  put  ques¬ 
tions  after  Mr.  Truscott  has  finished  his  speech. 

Mr.  C.  N.  Thuppan  Namputiri  ( Travaneore  -Jenmies ): 
(srg  ojoaio  -aflon0  a^obggcn'W?)  .aanilsjsarso? 

Mr-  Q.  B.  E-  Truscott :  Yes,  Sir, 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi:  Does  the 
Chief  Engineer  contemplate  to  do  anything  at  least  next  year  for 
the  Kartikapalli  Kayankulam  road  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott :  Sir,  I  have  that  road  in  mind  ; 
but  I  would  ask  the  Honourable  member  to  submit  that  with  his 
requirements  to  the  leader  of  his  party  as  already  mentioned  at  the 
^  beginning  of  my  speech. 

The"  Demand  was  put  and  carried. 

The  grant  was  made. 

DEMAND  VIII— ELECTRICITY  AND 
TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  K.  P.  Padmanabha  Menon  ( Electrical  Engineer  to 
Government ) .  Sir,  I  rise  to  move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding 
Rs.  44,27,686  udder  Demand  VIII— Electricity  and  Telephone. 

The  Demand  was  put  to  vote  and  carried  ■ 

The  grant  was  made- 

DEMAND  IX— WATER  WORKS  AND  DRAINAGE 
DEPARTMENT. 

Vastuvidya  Kusala  C.  Balakrishna  Rao  (Water  Works 
and  Drainage  Engineer  to  Government ) :  Sir,  I  rise  to  move  for  a 
grant  not  exceeding  Rs,  25,82,640  under  Demand  IX — Water 
Works  and  Drainage  Department. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  =  With  regard  to  the 
work  done  by  the  Drainage  Department,  I  wish  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  the  Drainage  Engineer  the  present  undue  delay  in  fill¬ 
ing  up  the  excavations  that  they  make-  In  various  parts  of  the 
town,  roads  have  been  dug  up,  and  even  after  the  work  has  been 
finished  and  the  drainage  pipes  have  been  laid,  such  excavations  are 
not  filled  up  ;  and  wherever  they  have  been  filled  up,  it  has  not 
been  done  properly.  I  want  to  bring  this  fact  to  the  notice  of  the 
Chief  Engineer  for  water  works. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  :  Sir,  I  support 
the  demand,  but  I  would  be  failing  in  my  duty,  representing  as  I 
do  the  Trivandrum  town  also,  if  I  do  not  point  out  the  difficulties 
caused  to  vehicle  traffic  and  to  the  pedestrians  by  the  irresponsible 
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way  in  which  roads  are  being  dug  up  by  the  Water  Works  Depart¬ 
ment  at  one  time  succeeded  by  the  Drainage  Department  now.  I 
hope  the  Water  Works  and  Drainage  Engineer  will  give  his  con¬ 
sidered  attention  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  I  oppose  the  Demand.  Those  who 
have  secured  the  B.  Sc.,  degree,  in  engineering  of  the  Benares 
University  are  not  being  encouraged  by  the  Water  Works  Depart¬ 
ment.  Sir,  these  young  men  went  to  Benares  for  the  training 
after  being  selected  by  the  Government.  It  is  therefore  regrettable 
to  find  that  their  qualifications  are  not  being  recognised  by  the 
Water  Works  Engineering  Department. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib :  In  supporting  the 
Demand,  I  would  also  like  to  refer  to  the  inconvenience  caused  to 
the  public  by  the  unsatisfactory  way  in  which  diggings  and  back- 
fillings  are  done  by  the  Water  Works  and  the  Drainage  Depart¬ 
ment.  Many  of  the  roads  in  the  town  have  been  dug  up,  but  have 
not  been  filled  up  even  after  an  unduly  long  time  ;  and,  where  they 
have  been  filled  up  by  one  department,  very  soon,  another  depart¬ 
ment  again  digs  them  open  and  leaves  them  like  that  for  months 
together.  Sir,  this  is  not  the  first  time  that  this  matter  is  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Government.  I  know  the  complaint  was  made 
last  ye*r  also.  Still,  sufficient  attention  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
bestowed  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  Sir,  I  wish  to  make  a  few  observa¬ 
tions  for  the  guidance  of  the  Drainage  Engineer.  We  have  found, 
especially  in  the  matter  of  taking  the  drainage  line,  that,  on  repre¬ 
sentations  from  influential  and  rich  persons,  lines  once  fixed  are 
changed  to  save  the  properties  of  such  rich  men  and  are  diverted 
along  the  properties  of  poor  persons  who  have  no  influence  or  posi¬ 
tion.  A  nominal  sum  is  paid  to  such  poor  people  and  they  are 
evicted  from  their  buildings.  Sir,  such  a  policy  cannot  be  counten¬ 
anced  with  any  amount  of  toleration. 

I  would  also  suggest  that,  as  far  as  possible,  the  drainage  must 
be  taken  along  poramboke  lands  so  that  acquisition  charges  may  be 
minimised  ;  and,  in  thickly  populated  places,  buildings,  which 
though  small  afford  a  means  of  livelihood  to  the  owners  or  the  occu¬ 
pants,  tea  shops  and  other  business  centers  for  instance,  be  left  in 
tact,  as  far  as  possible. 

Vasthu  Vidya  Kusala  C.  Balakrishna  Rao :  Sir, 
honourable  member  Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  referred  to  the 
delay  in  the  filling  up  of  the  Sewer  trenches  made  in  connection 
with  the  Drainage  Project  and  also  said  that,  wherever  that  filling 
has  been  done,  it  has  not  been  done  properly.  Sir,  the  difficulty 


DEMAND  IX — WATER  WORKS  AND  DRAINAGE  DEPARTMENT.  85i 

is  this.  We  cannot  fill  up  the  trenches  immediately  the  sewers  are 
laid  and  jointed.  They  have  to  be  tested  before  back-filling.  In 
filling  up,  they  are  consolidated  in  layers  by  rammers  and  the  sur¬ 
facing  is  then  put  on  temporarily.  If  there  is  a  rainfall  soon  after¬ 
wards,  the  filling  as  in  the  case  of  all  artificial  filling  naturally  sub¬ 
sides.  We  re-do  it  twice  or  even  thrice  and  ultimately  restore  the 
road.  Naturally,  all  these  take  some  time.  That  is  inevitable  in 
the  nature  of  the  work. 

Honourable  member  Mr.  Kesavan  Nayar  also  complained  that 
a  good  deal  of  inconvenience  was  being  caused  to  traffic  on  account 
of  the  roads  being  cut  up.  That  is,  unfortunately,  an  evil  which 
goes  with  the  laying  of  water  mains  and  sewers.  But,  we  are  trying 
to  minimise  the  inconvenience  by  leaving  a  fair  way  for  traffic  to 
pass,  and  we  prevent  accidents  by  fencing  wherever  necessary. 
We  do  not  absolutely  block  any  road  unless  we  have  to  cross  a  road 
in  laying  the  sewers. 

Hononourable  member  Mr,  Anirudhnn  complained  that  the 
B.  Scs.,  in  engineering  of  the  Benares  University  were  not  being 
recruited  to  my  department.  Sir,  the  B.  Scs.^of  the  Benares  Uni¬ 
versity  are  qualified  chiefly  in  Electrical  Engineering,  whereas  I 
require  hands  qualified  in  Civil  Engineering  mostly  and  also  a  few 
hands  in  mechanical  Engineering.  That  is  the  reason  for  ray  not 
being  able  to  encourage  the  B.  Scs.  of  the  Benares  University. 

Ml*.  M-  5.  Anirudhan  :  Is  the  honorable  member  aware 
that  B,  Scs.  of.  the  Benares  University  have  been  appointed  in  the 
Water  Works  Departments  elsewhere  ? 

Vasthu  Vidya  Kusala  C.  Balakrichna  Rao:  I  am 
not  aware,  Sir. 

Honourable  member  Mr.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  also  referred 
to  the  inconvenience  caused  by  tlie  delay  in  filling.  I  have  already 
answered  that  point. 

Honourable  member  Mr.  Elankath  spoke  about  the  alignment 
of  sewers,  and  said  that,  very  often,  just  to  oblige  influential 
people,  we  alter  the  alignment  once  proposed.  In  making  a  design 
for  alignment,  we  take  care  to  see  that  substantial  property  is  not 
interfered  with  as  far  as  possible.  In  actual  execution,  w'hen  we 
find  that  the  alignment  is  likely  to  affect  a  small  portion  of  any 
building,  which  by  altering  the  alignment  a  little  bit  without  the 
design  being  interfered  with  could  be  saved,  we  do  it.  That  kind 
of  adjustment  is  done  with  a  view  to  remove  unnecessary  and 
avoidable  hardships.  I  may  assure  the  House  that,  in  doing  this, 
we  do  not  make  any  difference  between  influential  and  non-mfluen- 
tial  people  between  the  rich  people  and  the  poor  people.  The  same 
kind  of  treatment  is  accorded  to  all  alike 
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Mr.  K.  R.  Elankatfl;  May  I  ask  whether  the  depart¬ 
ment  has  had  the  necessity  of  digging  a  pit  more  than  once  ? 

Vasthu  Vidya  Kusala  C.  Balakishna  Rao ;  I  do 
not  quite  understand  what  particular  portion  the  honourable  mem¬ 
ber  refers  to. 

Honourable  member  Mr.  Llaukath  also  suggested  that  the 
alignment  of  sewers  should  better  be  along  porambokes  so  that  of 
water-mains,  we  take  the  principal  mains  generally  along  ridges 
where  most  of  the  roads  tie  whereas  in  the  ease  of  sewers  we  have 
to  follow  the  valleys  in  laying  our  intercepting  sewers  so  that  these 
may  collect  the  sewage  brought  by  the  main  and  branch  sewers 
from  the  residential  quarters  on  the  slopes  of  the  valley.  In  the 
valleys,  we  do  not  find  many  porambokes  nor  can  we  divert  or 
twist  the  alignment  in  a  crooked  manner  to  pass  through  every 
small  bit  of  poramboke  that  can  be  found  anywhere  in  the  valley. 
These  sewers  are  to  work  by  the  mere  force  of  gravity  and  not  by 
pumping  pressure.  Therefore  we  have  to  adhere  to  suitable  levels 
in  aligning  the  sewers,  and  porambokes  with  such  suitable  levels 
are  not  alwa)  s  available  along  the  alignment.  That  is  the  reason 
why  we  cannot  always  take  the  sewers  along  porambokes. 
DEMAND  X— MEDICAL. 

Mr.  Janies  Simpson  ( D arbor  Physician )  :  Sir,  I  rise  to 
move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Rs,  9,40,108  under  Demand  X— 
Medical. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib :  In  opposing  the 
motion,  I  beg  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities  the  following 
points. 

Firlly,  there  is  very  great  delay  in  the  supply  of  medicines  to 
the  hospitals  and  dispensaries  in  the  mofussil.  Sir,  it  will  be 
admitted  on  all  hands  that  this  is  the  most  important  need  of  the 
tax  payer.  If  medicines  are  not  supplied  in  time  and  are  not  made 
available  to  the  patients  when  they  really  require  them,  the  conse¬ 
quences  will  be  disastrous.  I  would  therefore  request  the  Darbar 
Physician  to  bestow  greater  attention  to  this  matter. 

Secondly,  I  wish  to  emphasise  the  necessity  for  encouraging 
Muslim  medical  graduates  by  appointing  them  in  the  department. 
Till  about  a  few  years  ago,  we  had  not  the  good  fortune  of  having 
even  one  medical  graduate  belonging  to  our  community.  Very 
recently,  three  or  four  young  Muslims  have  got  themselves  qualified 
for  the  medical  profession.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  even  the  first 
among  them  is  still  only  an  honorary  assistant  surgeon.  He  does 
not  draw  any  pay.  I  would  request  the  Government  and  the 
Darbar  Physician  to  consider  the  claims  of  the  few  Muslim  medical 
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graduates  and  the  only  L.  M.  P.  and  provide  them  in  various  im¬ 
portant  centres  as  early  as  possible.  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  their 
applications  even  for  entertainment  as  honorary  surgeons  are  not 
given  favourable  consideration.  I  would  again  request  the  Govern¬ 
ment  that  these  few  Muslim  medical  graduates  may  be  appointed  in 
important  centres  like  Quilon  and  Alleppey.  That  is  highly  neces¬ 
sary,  considering  the  fact  that  the  community  is  deplorably  back¬ 
ward  in  point  of  education. 

Mr-  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  I  oppose  the  Demand.  I  want 
to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Darbar  Physician  the  fact  that  suffici¬ 
ent  facilities  are  not  afforded  to  the  people  resorting  to  the  hospitals 
and  dispensaries  in  the  mofussil,  and  in  doing  so  I  wish  to  make 
special  reference  to  the  hospital  at  Parur.  The  Administration 
Report  of  the  department  shows  that  60,834  out-patients  visit  the 
Parur  hospital  every  year.  It  stands  fourth  in  the  State  in  point 
of  attendance  of  out-patients.  The  daily  attendance  comes  to  over 
530.  It  is  therefore  very  regretable-that  the  hospital  is  not  pro¬ 
vided  with  sufficient  facilities  and  hands.  During  the  course  of  the 
interpellations  yesterday,  we  heard  the  Darbar  Physician  himself 
admitting  that  there  was  no  pay- ward  or  contagious  disease  ward  in 
that  hospital.  Sir,  this  hospital  is  situated  within  a  few  yards  from 
the  District  Court  and  the  Munsiff’s  Court,  and  within  a  furlong 
from  the  High  School.  There  are  very  responsible  officers,  drawing 
a  salary  of  Rs.  300  and  more,  stationed  at  Parur.  Further  for 
this  hospital  which  has  a  daily  attendance  of  nearly  600  out-pati¬ 
ents,  there  are  only  2  compounders.  Sir,  how  oan  two  people 
attend  to  600  ?  The  hospital  lacks  sufficient  accommodation  for 
the  out-patients  even  to  wait.  Sir,  the  place  is  thickly  populated. 
I  should  like  to  know  where  the  contageous  disease  patients  are  ac¬ 
commodated  and  treated  and  whether  the  present  state  of  affairs 
does  not  pave  the  way  for  the  spread  of  contagion.  The  hospital 
is  situated  in  the  northernmost  end  of  Travancore.  Till  recently, 
people  from  our  part  were  able  to  get  free  access  into  the 
Ernakulam  General  Hospital  in  very  important  cases.  Now,  pro¬ 
bably  due  to  want  of  accommodation,  we  find  it  difficult  to  get 
admission  there. 

Sir,  there  is  not  even  one  women  and  children’s  hospital  in 
North  Travancore,  Besides  the  hospital  at  Trivandrum,  there  is 
only  one  at  Quilon.  It  is  therefore  highly  necessary  that  an  up  to- 
date  women  and  children’s  hospital  is  established  in  some  important 
town  in  North  Travancore,  preferably  at  Parur. 

There  has  been  insistent  demand  for  a  dispensary  at  Puthen- 
chira  in  the  Parur  taluk.  Puthenchira  is  over  16  miles  away  from 
the  Parur  Hospital  and  therefore  it  is  very  difficult  for  the  people 
there  to  take  their  patients  to  Parur.  Puthenchira  is  itself  a 
Yol.  X.  No,  6. 
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thickly  populated  place  and  is  detached  from  the  rest  of  the  taluk. 
There  have  been  repeated  representations  on  the  matter  ;  but  still 
nothing  has  been  done  so  far.  I  request  the  Government  to  take 
urgent  action  in  the  matter. 

The  House  rose  for  lunch  at  1  n.  m.  and  re-assembled  at  2  p. «, 
MEMBERS  SWORN. 

The  following  members  took  the  oath  and  signed  the  rolls. 

Mr.  R.  Dhanukoti  Pillai,  B,  A.  (Oxon),  ( Conservator  of 

Forests.) 

Mr.  G,  Kumara  Das,  m.  a.,  b.  sc.,  ( Director  of  Industries.) 

Mr.  P,  Parames varan  Pillai,  b.  a.,  b.  l.,  ( Ag .  Registrar  o~>  Co¬ 
operative  Societies.) 
DEMAND  X— MEDICAL -(oontf.) 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  Sir,  I  oppose  this  demand  in  order 
to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  the  difficulties  experienced 
by  the  patient  public  in  getting  adequate  relief  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  hospitals,  both  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  medicines  given  and 
the  conveniences  and  facilities  afforded  to  them  especially  the  in- 
pa, tients.  I  will  also  refer  to  the  difficulties  owing  to  the  inadequacy 
of  the  supply  of  medicines,  drags  and  other  conveniences  such  as 
provisions  for  bed  and  dieting  chiefly  in  the  rural  hospitals.  Sir, 
the  attraction  of  the  public  towards  Government  hospitals  as  con¬ 
trasted  with  that  towards  aided  and  mission  hospitals  is  that  they 
get  medicine  free  of  cost  and  that  they  have  a  feeling  that  they  will 
meet  with  persons  who  are  entrusted  with  the  responsibility  of 
looking  after  their  needs  on  being  paid  from  the  public  funds.  Now, 
Sir,  when  medicines  which  are  very  costly  are  required  doctors  give 
prescription  and  ask  the  patient  to  get  such  and  such  medicine 
from  the  nearest  chemist  or  druggist.  Sir,  this  is  not  only  a  hard 
case  so  far  as  the  poor  persons  who  seek  medical  aid  are  concerned 
but  it  gives  room  for  misapprehension  among  the  public  that  some 
of  these  doctors  who  prescribe  such  medicines  and  even  suggest 
the  shops  of  druggists  may  be  getting  a  commission  from  these 
druggists.  There  may  or  may  not  be  such  cases.  But  it  is  the 
duty  of  Government  to  see  that  any  cause  for  such  misapprehen¬ 
sion  among  the  public  is  removed. 

With  regard  to  certain  hospitals  in  rural  areas,  1  know  that 
some  of  the  hospitals  in  my  constituency,  for  example,  the  Para- 
sala  hospital,  has  been  deteriorating  in  very  recent  times  in  the 
number  of  patients,  in  supply  of  medicines  and  in  many  other 
respects.  Considering  that  the  Parassala  hospital  has  been  intended 
to.meet  with  and  has  been  meeting  steadily  the  requirements  of  a 
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very  large  number  of  people  in  and  around  the  town  and  consider¬ 
ing  that  there  are  no  hospitals  near  by  except  the  Neyyattinkara 
hospital  it  would  be  very  hard  if  the  people  of  Parassala,  have  to 
resort  to  the  private  hospitals  in  Murthandoin  or  other  places 
because  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  want  of 
beds  or  owing  to  shortage  of  medicine  or  other  causes.  Afore  so  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  in  the  neighbouring  taluk  of  Vilavancode 
there  is  practically  no  hospital  at  all  except  a  mission  hospital. 
There  is  only  one  Government  dispensary  recently  started  at 
Pattanam.  In  view  of  this  the  Parassala  hospital  deserves  all 
attention.  At  least  the  Darbar  Phy  sician  ought  to  see  that  it  pro¬ 
gresses  steadily.  I  find  that  one  other  reason  for  the  deterioration 
of  the  work  in  that  hospital  is  the  frequent  transfer  of  the  medical 
officers.  I  know  that  Parassala  hospital  has  been  supplied  with 
different  men  one  after  another  belonging  to  different  grades  of 
service  in  recent  times.  Formerly  the  medical  man  in  charge  of  the 
hospital  was  always  either  a  deputy  surgeon  or  an  assistant  surgeon. 
But  now  indiscriminately  sub-assistant  surgeons  have  been  placed 
in  charge  of  the  hospital  and  this  has  also  in  a  way  helped  the  de¬ 
terioration  of  the  hospital.  It  may  also  be  adopted  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  as  its  policy  to  have  one  sub-assistant  surgeon  in  all  import¬ 
ant  hospitals  under  the  charge  of  a  Deputy  or  Assistant  surgeon. 
In  the  case  of  the  hospital  to  which  I  referred,  viz.,  Parassala  there 
is  only  one  surgeon  now  in  the  grade  of  a  deputy  surgeon  but  there 
is  no  one  to  help  him.  When  he  has  to  be  absent  by  calls  of  legal 
necessities  such  as  to  give  evidence  in  a  court  of  law  and  on  other 
urgent  matters,  probably  the  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Neyyattinkara 
hospital  has  to  be  sent  there  and  not  infrequently  to  be  devoid  of 
the  services  of  any  if  other  urgent  duties  call  away  the  officer.  But 
pie  officer  sent  out  from  the  District  Hospital  will  have  to  run  back 
to  Neyyattinkara  the  very  evening  and  therefore  will  not  be  able 
to  look  after  the  duties  of  the  officer  at  Parassala  as  desired  except 
probably  at  the  hours  of  duty  at  the  hospital.  With  regard  to 
the  beds  also,  the  Parassala  hospital  which  has  not  been  meeting 
with  the  demand  till  recently  is  fast  ceasing  to  attract  patients  for 
want  of  conveniences  and  proper  attention.  It  is  not  known  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  because  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Medical  Officer  there  or  on  account  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  faci¬ 
lities  and  conveniences  given  by  the  Government. 

Another  thing  which  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Govern¬ 
ment  is  the  shabby  way  in  which  the  hospital  buildings  are  kept 
without  any  repair  or  improvement  in  time.  The  best  and  most 
appropriate  case  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  is  that  of  the 
Colachel  dispensary.  Sir,  it  is  located,  I  should  say,  in  a  cow- shed. 
The  building  can  only  be  compared  to  the  worst  cow-shed  and  it  is 
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a  pity  that  it  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  a  municipal  town  such  as 
Colachcl.  As  there  are  no  Government  hospitals  either  there  or 
near  by  this  one  which  is  practically  a  dispensary  should  be  located 
in  an  attractive  building  and  invariably  proper  men  should  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  in  charge  of  the  same.  It  is  a  hospital  having  one 
or  two  beds,  I  do  not  think  there  is  room  for  more  than  two  beds 
in  that  shed.  It  should  not  only  be  improved  but  should  be  located 
in  a  new  site.  As  far  as  the  building  itself  is  concerned,  it  will 
involve  no  loss  to  the  Government  if  the  whole  building  is  demoli¬ 
shed  because  it  is  not  worth  the  name  of  a  building  and  if  a  new 
building  is  put  up  it  should  be  put  up  in  a  new  place  which  is 
removed  from  the  middle  of  the  town.  As  it  is,  the  present  build¬ 
ing  is  located  in  a  central  place  which  is  a  few  cents  in  area.  It 
will  not  come  to  more,  than  10  cents  and  on  3  sides  it  is  bounded  by 
roads  having  heavy  and  voluminous  traffic.  Now  there  are  sites 
owned  by  the  Government  even  very  near  to  the  present  hospital. 
The  Police  Station  at  Colachel  has  been  recently  abolished  and  there 
is  only  an  outpost  there.  Sir,  it  is  a  very  decent  compound  and  for 
the  time  being  the  dispensing  work  of  the  hospital  may  be  done  in 
the  building  which  is  now  serving  as  the  station  master’s  office  and 
only  additional  small  buildings  will  have  to  be  put  up  as  wards  for 
in-patients.  I  request  the  Government  to  take  this  matter  seriouslj 
into  their  consideration. 

One  more  thing  that  1  want  to  point  out  to  the  Government 
is  the  inadequacy  of  the  temporary  provisions  in  cases  of  emergent- 
needs  in  various  localities.  In  dealing  with  this  I  would  refer  to 
the  outbreak  of  malaria  in  the  Neyyattinkava  taluk  and  the  ineffici¬ 
ency  of  the  relief  work  done.  Sir,  it  has  a  district  hospital  in  the 
middle  of  the  town  and  there  are  half  a  dozen  temporary  malarial 
dispensaries  in  the  rural  parts.  The  district  medical  officer  is  put 
in  charge  of  all  these  and  there  are  sub-assistant  surgeons  who  have 
to  work  in  one  or  two  hospitals  by  turns.  Even  in  the  district' 
hospitals  where  many  of  the  people  resort  to,  especially  during  the 
time  of  the  malarial  eptdemic  there  are  no  adequate  provisions  in 
hospital  to  take  them  in  as  in-patients  and  the  provision  that  is 
supplied  to  the  hospital  for  the  dieting  purposes  even  in  normal 
times  does  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  number  of  ordinary 
in-patients.  I  mean  that  merely  two-thirds  of  the  number  of  in¬ 
patients  will  have  to  meet  their  dieting  expenses  from  their  own 
pockets  and  get  treatment  in  the  hospital.  This,  Sir,  is  the  case  in 
ordinary  times.  But  in  abnormal  and  extraordinary  times,  such  as 
when  epidemics  break  out,  the  Government  ought  to  view  very 
sympathetically  the  difficulties  and  sufferings  of  the  rural  popula¬ 
tion  and  provide  adequate  funds  for. looking  after  the  needs  of  the 
poor  patients  in  the  hospitals.  With  these  words  I  oppose  the  demand. 
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Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  Sir,  I  oppose  the  Demand  in 
order  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  the  desirability  of  esta¬ 
blishing  more  women  and  children’s  hospitals  throughout  Tra van- 
core  on  the  model  of  the  Trivandrum  Women  and  Children’s  hospi¬ 
tal.  Women  form  a  community  by  themselves.  In  the  rural 
parts  of  the  State  there  are  several  cases  of  death  in  delivery  cases. 
But  these  are  not  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities.  I  know 
that  it  is  not  possible  to  start  hospitals  immediately  throughout  Tra- 
vancore.  But  at  least  in  important  towns,  where  people  live  crowded 
together,  it  is  only  proper  that  facilities  are  given  to  our  sisters 
who  are  not  fortunate  enough  to  stay  in  towns  like  Trivandrum.;  I 
must  make  one  suggestion  in  this  connection,  namely,  the  desir¬ 
ability  of  appointing  lady  doctors  in  all  the  hospitals  throughout 
Travancore.  Lady  doctors  are  available  in  plenty  in  our  State  now 
and  so  there  will  be  no  dearth  of  hands. 

To  me  it  appears  that  it  will  be  best  in  the  interests  of  our 
country  if  honorary  house  surgeons  are  appointed  in  all  the  hospi¬ 
tals.  Government  need  not  find  the  money  for  that  because  they 
are  not  paid  by  Government.  They  do  their  work  hoping  that 
they  will  get  some  job  under  Government  and  hoping  to  get 
money  by  private  practice,  and  thus  equip  themselves  for  the  higher 
duties  of  life  for  which  the  doctors  are  called. 
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In  this  connection,  I  hope  I  will  not  be  misunderstood  if  I 
plead  for  the  appointment  of  some  doctors  from  my  community. 
If  any  foreigner  goes  through  our  Civil  List,  he  will  be  tempted 
to  pass  the  opinion  that  no  Muslim  appears  to  live  in  Travancore . 
Let  us  not  be  put  to  such  a  predicament. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nalr  •  Sir,  I  oppose  the 
demand  though  for  a  different  purpose.  The  object  of  my  opposi- 
tion  is  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  the  Darbar  Physician  the 
necessity  for  making  more  inspections.  Government  have  already 
drawn  the  attention  of  the  Darbar  Physician  in  their  order  on  the 
annual  report  of  the  department  for  111! ; 

“  Government  wish  to  impress  uPon  the  Darbar  Physician  the  need  for 
Inspecting  all  the  medical  institutions  at  least  once  In  a  year.” 

We  have  got  a  total  of  85  Government  institutions  and  21 
grant-in-aid  institutions.  Of  these  the  Darbar  Physician  has  not 
visited  17  Government  institutions.  He  has  not  visited  12  grant- 
in-aid  institutions  during  1111. 

Mr.  James  5impson  :  Will  the  member  care  to  read  the 
report  of  the  Darbar  Physician  which  says  that  he  was  on  leave 
for  three  months  during  the  year  ? 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  =  I  have  read  it  and  I 
am  aware  that  the  Darbar  Physician  was  on  leave  from  the  1st 
Edavam  1111  to  the  32nd  Karkadakam  1111.  But  all  the  same, 
the  Darbar  Physician  was  in  charge  for  275  days  in  1111.  During 
these  275  days  only  81  inspections  were  made  by  him.  In  1111 
was  he  not  doing  duty  for  275  days?  I  would  invite  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Darbar  Physician  to  the  exact  number  of  inspections  he 
has  made.  He  has  made  only  81  inspections  during  the  nine 
months  of  the  year  he  was  in  Travancore.  The  Acting  Darbar 
Physician  was  on  inspection  duty  for  only  8  days.  Thus 
there  was  a  total  of  89  inspections  in  1111.  I  believe  it  was  on  a 
perusal  of  the  Darbar  Physician’s  report  that  Government  thought 
it  fit  to  impress  upon  him  the  necessity  for  inspecting  all  the  hos¬ 
pitals  at  least  once  in  a  year. 

Another  point  that  struck  me  when  I  went  through  the 
Administration  Report  of  the  Medical  Department  for  1111  was 
that  a  large  number  of  patients  were  absconding  from  the  hospi¬ 
tals.  There  were  76,415  in-patients  who  were  in  the  hospitals  in 
lllL  There  is  a  column  in  the  report  stating  that  the  number  of 
inpatients  that  were  absconding  during  1111  amounted  to  4910.  I 
do  not  know,  what  the  Darbar  Physician  means  by  “absconding.”  I 
referred  to  Chamber’s  Dictionary  and  I  find  that  “absconding” 
means  “to  hide  or  quit  the  country  to  escape  a  legal  process.”  I 
Siil  to  see  what  legal  process  doctors  have.  Does  it  mean  that 
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these  4,910  patients  were  running  away  from  the  doctors  out  of 
Fear  ?  I  expect  some  explanation  from  the  Darbar  Physician 
regarding  the  absconding  of  these  inpatients. 

Thanks  to  the  additional  grant  made  by  Government,  the  per¬ 
centage  of  mortality  has  been  reduced  to  one-half,  of  what  is  was 
in  1110,  Provision  has  been  made  for  diet  charges  at  Re.  1-6-13 
per  diem.  I  am  liable  to  correction  if  the  figure  in  the  administra¬ 
tion  Report  is  not  per  diem.  I  wonder  if  that  amount  so 
mercifully  allolted  by  Government  is  being  actually  spent  for  the 
patients.  I  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  Darbar  Physician  to 
page  2 ‘2  of  the  Administration  Report  for  1111  relating  to  the 
manufeture  of  Tinctures.  The  report  states  : 

“  Itis  very  gratifying  to  find  that  the  Tincture  Factory  has  been  able  to 
maks  its  working  expenses  within  less  than  that  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Medical  Stores  in  Madras  by  about  Rs.  5,000.  The  depart¬ 
ment  would  have  spent  Rs.  56,000  in  round  figures  for  Tinctures. 
The  factory  has  thus  been  responsible  to  make  a  saving  on  account 
of  the  purchase  of  medicines  for  1111,  During  the  Period  Govern¬ 
ment  were  convinced  about  the  financial  soundness  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Tincture  factory  arid  also  about  its  usefulness.  They  were  there¬ 
fore  pleased  to  sanction  its  continuance  on  a  permanent  basis 
from  1st  Chingom  1111.” 

.  Now  that  the  Tincture  Factory  has  been  sold  to  a  private  firm 
I  would  like  to  know  how  the  Darbar  Physician  proposes  to  tackle 
that  problem. 

Another  interesting  feature  that  I  see  in  the  Report  is  about 
the  management  of  the  Lunatic  .Asylum  in  Trivandrum.  During 
1111,  204  persons  were  admitted.  155  persons  continued  to  be 
lunatics  in  spite  of  the  Doctors.  25  were  cured  and  19  died.  Re¬ 
garding  2  persons  some  evasive  answer,  about  which  I  could  not 
make  head  or  toil,  is  given — “otherwise  discharged”-  Gould  it  be 
that  these  lunatics  also  had  absconded  ?  Or  could  it  be  that  these 
two  lunatics  were  dead  or  taken  away  by  their  relatives  ?  If  these 
lunatics  had  absconded,  I  should  like  to  know  what  action  has  been 
taken  in  regard  to  them. 

In  regard  to  the  observation  of  my  learned  friend  Mr.  Kallur 
Narayana  Pillai,  I  have  to  make  one  submission.  He  wanted  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  tho  increasing  number  of  in¬ 
patients  that  are  suffering  from  dysentery  in  Travancore.  In  1111 
making  allowance  for  malaria,  cholera  and  other  unexpected  diseases 
the  greatest  number  of  patients  amounting  65,171  were  suffering 
from  dysentery.  Mr.  Kallur  Narayana  Pillai  attributes  the  prevalence 
of  this  disease  to  poverty.  I  am  sorry  the  Darbar  Physician  was 
not  here  when  I  was  addressing  the  House  on  the  Excise  Depart¬ 
ment.  I  submitted  then  that  the  salt  manufactured  in  the  country 
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more  or  less  partakes  of  the  nature  of  epsom  salt.  Could  it  be 
that  these  patients  increased  because  they  consumed  these  ipsom 
salt  ?  Could  it  be  that  the  use  of  this  salt  was  in  any  way  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  prevalence  of  dysentery  ?  For  that  also  I  expect  a 
reply  from  the  Darbar  Physician. 

Mr.  M.  5.  Anirudhan  :  Sir,  I  also  oppose  the  Demand. 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  this  connection  about  the  Medical 
Department.  It  is  long  time  since  the  inhabitants  of  Alleppey 
have  been  pressing  for  the  establishment  of  a  maternity  hospital 
there.  It  is  very  unfortunate  that  no  serious  attention  has  been 
given  to  that  request.  Another  point  I  wish  to  say  is  about  the 
hopeless  condition  of  the  Alleppey  hospital.  There  is  no  room  for 
the  accommodation  of  inpatients.  Further,  the  rooms  are  not 
well  maintained  and  well  equipped.  There  is  no  cealing  to  the 
room  which  is  used  as  the  operation  theatre.  I  also  understand 
from  the  Doctor  in  charge  of  the  hospital  that  it  is  not  well  equip¬ 
ped  for  carrying  on  surgical  operations.  There  is  only  one  pay- 
ward  which  is  also  in  a  deplorable  condition.  It  is  high  time  the 
attention  of  the  Government  is  drawn  to  this  matter. 

Next  point  I  wish  to  refer  to  is  about  the  inequality  of  ap¬ 
pointments  so  far  as  the  Ezhavas  concerned.  It  is  12  years  since 
a  medical  graduate  has  been  recruited  as  an  Assistant  Surgeon  from 
my  community.  Within  12  years  there  have  been  applications  for 
appointment  from  well  qualified  men  among  the  Ezhava  community. 
It  is  very  unfortunate  that  the  department  was  not  able  to  provide 
at  least  for  one  of  them.  I  do  not  go  further  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  I  rise  to  sup- 
port  the  motion.  In  doing  so  I  may  be  permitted  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  the  Medical  Department  in  colla¬ 
boration  with  the  Public  Health  department  in  suppressing  the 
out-break  of  plague  epidemic  in  Alleppey.  Sir,  as  a  resident  of 
Alleppey  I  can  appreciate  the  wonderful  manner  in  which  the 
department  coped  with  the  situation  that  threatened  to  affect,  I 
believe,  the  whole  State.  Regarding  communal  representation  I 
would  not  yield  to  the  wishes  of  my  honourable  friend  who  said 
that  communal  representation  should  be  the  critarian  in  making 
appointments.  I  differ  from  that  view-  The  Government  should 
Dot  agree  to  this  principle  in  this  department  at  least,  because,  it 
is  a  matteer  of  life  and  death.  Ido  not  mind  if  all  the  doctors 
are  recruited  from  any  one  particular  community,  provided,  they 
are  well  equipped  for  the  place.  In  this  department  I  suggest 
that  the  Government  be  pleased  to  recruit  only  these  doctors  who 
can  impress  the  Government  about  their  fitness.  For  example,  at 
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least  to  flatter  the  vanity  of  certain  groups  it  is  possible  to  make  ap¬ 
pointments  such  as  sub-Registrar,  or  Anchnl  master  in  departments 
other  than  the  medical  department.  They  are  not  going  to  thre¬ 
aten  the  life  of  the  people.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  suggest  that 
the  doctors  for  whom  my  honourable  friends  are  holding  a  brief 
should  not  be  recruited  from  various  communities  I  would  be  glad 
if  my  collegues  would  press  on  the  attention  of  Government  the 
claims  of  persons  on  the  score  of  their  professional  ability  rather 
than  by  what  is  called  communal  claim. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  It  has  been  done  on  that  basis 
only. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  It  is  a  very 
re-assuring  reply.  I  sigh  with  relief  at  that  assurance.  If  through 
the  eloquent  appeal  of  my  friends,  this  House  accepts  such  a  propo¬ 
sition,  certainly,  it  would  work  greater  havoc  than  could  possibly  be 
conceived  of.  I  am  at  one  with  Mr.  Anirudhan  in  thinking  that 
the  medical  relief  in  the  city  of  Alleppey  requires  attention.  There 
has  been  a  promise  that  a  women’s  hospital  will  be  opened.  The 
House  can  see  on  a  perusal  of  the  report  that  the  patients  coming  to 
the  District  hospital  are  comparatively  small  in  number  because  of 
the  distance  of  the  hospital  from  the  residential  part  of  the  town. 
It  is  shoued  to  a  corner  of  the  town.  It  may  be  good  because  it  is 
in  the  beach.  In  order  to  help  the  people,  the  vast  crowds  that 
come  from  the  different  parts  of  Kuttanad  to  the  town,  I  suggest, 
that  a  small  dispensary  be  opened  somewhere  on  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town,  preferably  near  the  Boat  jetty  at  Mullakal  or  in  an  ad¬ 
jacent  place  to  Mullakal. 

I  also  wish  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Darbar  Physician 
the  necessity  for  opening  a  hospital  at  Kayankolam.  Although 
there  is  a  dispensary  which  is  very  popular  I  think  there  are  certain 
diseases  in  the  nature  of  enterics.  It  is  high  time  that  the  dispen¬ 
sary  is  converted  into  a  hospital. 

Mr.  James  Simpson  :  Sir,  the  chief  matter  which  has 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  Government  is  about  the  apparent  in¬ 
adequacy  of  medical  relief  throughout  the  State.  We  have  been 
hearing  that  the  Parur  hospital  is  not  a  first  class  hospital,  that  the 
Parassala  hospital  is  not  a  first  class  one,  the  Thuckalai  hospital  in 
South  Travaueore  is  not  in  the  nature  of  a  first  class  hospital,  that 
the  Oolachel  hospital  is  not  run  properly,  that  the  Neyyattinkara 
hospital  is  not  being  run  on  proper  lines  etc.  Now,  Sir,  if  you  look 
at  the  map  of  Travaueore  you  will  find  that  we  have  so  called  dis. 
trict  hospitals  spread  from  north  Parur  to  Nagercoil.  We  have 
district  dispensaries  placed  in  the  most  advantageous  parts  of  Tra 
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vancore.  1  admit  that  there  are  some  few  parts  of  Travancore  where 
medical  relief  could  be  brought  nearer  to  the  people. 

But  considering  the  location  of  hospitals  in  general,  in  Travan- 
core,  I  think -and  the  Government  agree  with  me — that  the  depart¬ 
ment  must  formulate  a  scheme  whereby  medical  relief  could  be 
centralised  into  districts.  We  have  first  class  hospitals  mil  in  Tri¬ 
vandrum,  Quilon,  Alleppey.  Kottayam  and  Mavelikara.  The  other 
so-called  hospitals  are  in  no  way  first  grade  hospitals  and  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  cannot  make  them  into  first  grade  ones  at  present. 

As  Mr.  Narayaiia  Iyer  pointed  out,  there  is  laxity  of  a  first 
class  hospital  in  North  Travancore.  So  far  I  agree.  Now,  take 
that  part  of  Travancore  just  outside  Kottayam.  There  are  hospitals 
at  Changanacherry,  Tiruvalla,  and  dispensary  at  Chengannoor  with 
accommodation  for  inpatients,  and  Kozhenchery.  In  those  places 
the  hospitals  are  about  8  miles  distant  from  each  other.  From 
Chengannoor  one  has  to  travel  only  6  miles  to  be  in  reach  of  a  hos¬ 
pital.  Therefore,  we  have  in  that  area  of  Travancore  about  4  hos¬ 
pitals  and  two  dispensaries.  It  is  no  doubt  that  area  is  a  highly 
populated  place.  I  ask  why  should  we  have  so  many  hospitals  for 
that  part  of  Travancore  ?  Is  it  not  better  to  make  one  larger  hos¬ 
pital  and  make  accommodation  for  housing  more  number  of  in¬ 
patients  ?  Is  it  not  advantageous  to  have  one  bigger  hospital  ra¬ 
ther  than  opening  subsidiary  hospitals  in  different  places.  We  can¬ 
not  afford  to  get  first  class  men  and  materials  to  be  distributed 
throughout  Travancore.  I  should  like  the  House  to  appreciate  my 
point  vis-,  that  instead  of  having  a  series  of  subsidiary  hospitals  to 
have  a  bigger  hospital  with  increased  accommodation  for  inpatients. 
I  am  perfectly  in  agreement  with  saying  that  the  Northern  Taluks 
should  have  a  first  grade  hospital,  if  we  are  to  have  a  first  grade 
hospital  for  every  taluk  we  have  to  consider  the  amount  of  expen¬ 
diture  that  is  involved  in  carrying  out  that  proposition.  1  consider 
that  it  is  au  impossible  proposition  at  the  present  moment. 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Parur  Hospital  I  have  to  sub¬ 
mit  a  word.  At  the  moment  the  fact  is  that  the  hospital  lies  on 
the  Cochin  frontier.  It  is  going  to  be  50  per  cent  Cochin  patients. 
There  are  a  large  number  of  patients  who  take  advantage  of  that 
hospital.  I  know  that  mostly  it  is  Cochiuites  who  are  benefited  by 
that  hospital.  There  was  some  rumour  that  Cochin  was  not  giving 
aid  to  Travancoreans.  The  rumour  I  am  glad  to  say  is  false. 

Speaking  about  South  Travancore,  in  general  terms,  what  I 
have  to  say  is  this;  There  is  one  district  hospital  at  Thuekalai.  It 
about  8  miles  from  Nagercoil  where  also  there  is  a  first  class  hos- 
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pital.  Four  miles  west  of  Thuckalai  there  is  a  Mission  hospital. 
In  Nagercoil  there  is  the  Catherine  Booth  Hospital,  Neyyoor  run 
by  the  L.  M*  S«  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  best  hospitals  in 
South  India.  So  far  about  the  location  of  hospitals  in  and  around 
Nagercoii. 

Mr.  Elenkath  pointed  out  that  the  Mission  hospitals  are  not 
giving  medicine  free  to  the  poor  people  even  though  they  receive 
grants  from  Government,  i  can  assure  this  House  that  poor  people 
are  always  given  free  medical  treatment.  This  is  what  is  being  done 
by  the  two  Mission  hospitals  that  exist  in  and  around  Nagercoil. 
It  is  a  matter  for  consideration  why  the  Government  should  keep  a 
district  hospital  at  Thuckaiai  when  there  is  one  at  a  distance  of  4 
miles  from  Thuckalai.  A  scheme  for  the  redistribution  of  hosjoitals 
is  being  considered  by  the  Department  and  before  the  House  meets 
again  something  will  be  done  in  that  direction.  But  in  this  connec¬ 
tion  we  cannot  run  away  with  the  idea  that  most  parts  of  Travan- 
core  are  definitely  lacking  in  the  matter  of  medical  relief  but  some 
parts  get  the  advantage  of  medical  relief  in  an  increasing  measure- 
To  equalise  the  system  of  relief  the  Government  are  contemplating 
a  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  medical  relief  in  a  very  equitable 
manner. 

Another  major  point  that  was  adverted  to  deal  with  the  wo¬ 
men’s  hospital  other  than  the  ones  in  Trivandrum  and  Quilon.  The 
question  of  having  a  hospital  at  Alleppey  is  engaging  the  attention 
of  government  for  some  years.  Nothing  in  the  nature  of  prepar¬ 
ing  an  estimate  has  been  done.  One  or  two  sites  have  been  chosen 
for  the  erection  of  a  hospital.  The  Dewan  visited  the  place  last 
January  in  company  with  the  Darb.ar  Physician  to  decide  a  central 
place  for  the  location  of  the  hospital.  No  arrangement  has  been 
come  to.  It  is  the  idea  of  the  department  to  locate  the  hospital  at 
Alleppey  in  a  very  central  area.  For  a  hospital,  an  area  of  some¬ 
thing  like  5  to  6  acres  is  necessary.  The  Municipality  I  understand 
has  some  land  to  be  disposed  of.  They  are  prepared  to  give  about 
80  cents  of  land  free.  4  acres  and  something  have  to  be  acquired 
at  an  approximate  cost  of  11s.  200  a  cent.  Therefore  it  is  going  to 
cost  us  about  a  lakh  of  rupees  by  way  of  land  acquisition. 

That  matter  is  before  Government.  But  we  have  to  decide 
whether  or  not  we  should  join  up  with  the  Special  Women’s  and 
Children’s  ward  there  is  at  present  at  the  District  Hospital,  Allep¬ 
pey  and  enlarge  them.  Again  we  find  that  the  present  District 
Hospital,  Alleppey,  is  far  away  from  the  centre  of  the  town.  To 
obviate  that,  I  agree  with  Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  that  a  dispensary 
would  be  sufficient  to  be  put  up  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  Alleppey. 
But  it  would  be  better  if  the  patients  come  to  the  beach  for  inpatient 
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treatment.  The  Hospital,  at  Alleppey  is  to  be  under  the  direct  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Surgeon  General  and  there  will  be  special  lady  doctors 
attached  to  the  Hospital.  I  think  it  should  be  a  much  more  feasible' 
plan. 

There  has  been  much  criticism  about  the  supply  of  medicine  to 
the  various  institutions  of  the  State. 

President  =  The  honourable  member  has  six  minutes  more. 

Mr.  James  Simpson  :  The  medicines  arrive  generally 
.  about  this  time  each  year,  about  August.  The  whole  staff  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  distributing  these  medicines  to  the  various  institutions. 
More  than  a  lakh  of  rupees  worth  of  medicines  is  received  each  year. 
Generally  after  four  or  five  mouths  indents  have  been  distributed  to 
various  institutions.  Then  tenders  are  called  for.  We  have  to  call 
tenders  from  European  firms.  It  is  generally  done  in  the  8th  or  9th 
month  of  the  year.  When  tenders  are  received,  we  have  again  to 
consolidate  and  check  them.  Last  year  I  asked  almost  all  Medical 
Officers  in  the  State  to  keep  a  portion  of  the  medicine  so  that  they 
may  not  be  put  to  difficulties  for  want  of  medicine  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year.  But  we  got  a  greater  number  of  indents  for  the 
supply  of  medicine  during  the  middle  of  the  year.  That  difficulty 
could  have  been  avoided  if  the  Medical  Officers  had  used  their  com¬ 
mon  sense  in  the  issue  of  the  medicine.  At  this  time  of  the  year, 
for  instance,  extra  indents  come  in.  The  staff  of  is  engaged  during 
this  time  of  the  year  with  annual  indents  and  it  is  difficult  to  supply. 

I  want  to  say  a  word  about  the  Tincture  Factory  run  by  the 
Department.  That  was  run  by  the  Department  on  a  temporary 
basis  up  to  the  last  year.  Last  year,  Government  decided  to  make 
it  a  permanent  institution.  Figures  which  are  seen  in  the  Tincture 
Factory  Report  will  show  that  that  factory  has  been  doing  good 
work.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it.  The  figures  show  that.  But 
you  can  see  from  the  budget  that  the  Government  are  spending 
more  than  Rs.  2  lakhs  on  the  purchase  of  European  medicines.  Go¬ 
vernment  considered  that  a  large  share  of  the  profits  went  to  some¬ 
where  which  Travancore  was  not  participating.  I  do  not  want  to 
speak  about  the  Travancore  Sugars  or  the  Distillery  at  Nagercoil. 
We  have  entered  into  an  agreement  with  Messrs  Parry  and  Co., 
whereby  we  will  buy  all  the  medicines  that  they  produce  and  they 
will  purchase  our  chemica’s  and  plant  for  the  Tincture  Factory. 
Government  will  take  back  the  medicine  produced  there.  We  will 
pay  cost  price  plus  15  per  cent.  In  a  few  years  we  will  certainly 
buy  at  a  cheaper  proportion  than  we  are  buying  at  present.  We 
hope  to  make  a  large  profit  on  this  account  in  some  years  time. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  about  House  Surgeons.  Government 
have  sanctioned  12  honourary  surgeons.  Two  of  the  honourable 
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members  said  that  the  House  Surgeons  are  confined  only  to  Trivan¬ 
drum.  That  is  not  so. 

Mr  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  :  Sir,  I  do  not 
understand  what  Mr.  James  Simpson  is  saying.  I  would  request 
the  Chair  to  ask  him  to  repeat  his  observations. 

President ’■  Ml-.  Kesavan  Nair  wants  the  Chair  to  repeat 
your  observations  with  regard  to  House  Surgeons. 

Mr.  James  Simpson  :  It  has  been  said  in  this  House,  I 
think  by  two  members,  that  the  House  Surgeons  are  being  localised 
in  Trivandrum.  That  is  not  so.  Wc  have  House  Surgeons  in  Ge¬ 
neral  Hospital,  Trivandrum,  in  the  Women’s  and  Children’s  Hospi¬ 
tal,  Trivaudrum,  in  the  District  Hospital,  Quilon,  in  AUeppey  and 
in  Kottayam.  So  the  services  of  the  House  Surgeons  are  being 
utilised  by  the  major  hospitals  in  the  State. 

>  President :  Your  time  is  up. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  :  Sir,  I  would  like 
the  Durbar  Physician  to  explain  about  the  frightful  number  of  pa¬ 
tients  who  are  absconding. 

President :  I  will  allow  one  more  minute  to  explain  that 
point. 

Mr.  James  Simpson:  If  the  member  has  seen  the  over¬ 
crowding  in  General  Hospital  he  may  realise  that  there  is  delay  in 
operation  and  it  frequently  happens  that  the  patients  before  opera¬ 
tion  goes  off  without  their  discharge. 

The  motion  that  a  sum  of  Rs.  9,40,108  under  Demand  X — 
Medical — was  put  to  vote  and  carried. 

The  grant  was  made. 

President :  On  account  of  domestic  inconvenience  Dr.  M.  K. 
Gopala  Pillai  is  unable  to  be  present  here.  The  demand  for  Public 
Health  will  be  moved  by  the  Chief  Secretary. 

DEMAND  XI— PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  SANITATION. 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 
Sir,  I  move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Rs.  2,87,220  under  Demand 
XI — Public  Health  and  Sanitation. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar :  Sir,  I  rise  to  oppose  the  de¬ 
mand.  My  main  idea  in  doing  so  is  to  show  that  the  total  amount 
for  the  Demand  is  made  up  of  the  poor  tax  payers’  money  and 
as  such  that  money  should  be  utilised  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
in  general  including  the  rural  parts.  The  benefits  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  should  not  be  confined  to  particular  centres  only.  It  should 
be  distributed  throughout  the  State. 

In  this  connection,  I  have  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
and  the  Government  to  the  difficulties  that  the  people  in  Perum- 
bavoor  have  to  face.  Perumpavoor  is  the  capital  of  Kuunatnad 
Taluk,  Perumpavoor  town  has  a  population  of  4,000  people, 
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according  to  the  last  census.  Now  the  population  can  be  estimated 
to  be  110F  less  than  10,000.  There  is  difficulty  of  good  drinking 
water  in  the  town  during  the  hot  months  of  the  year.  Good  drink¬ 
ing  water  is  one  of  the  absolute  necessities  of  every  citizen.  The 
Government  after  repeated  representations  were  kind  enough  to 
sink  four  wells  in  the  town.  But  unfortunately  there  is  no  water 
in  any  of  those  wells’ from  the  month  of  Makamrn  to  the  middle  of 
Edavam.  The  department  did  not  consult  us  nor  the  local  A  saris 
who  arc  proficient  in  finding  out  places  where  sufficient  water  could 
be  found.  If  that  was  done  a  lot  of  money  now  spent  could  have 
been  saved.  It  may  be  astounding  to  think  how  these  Asarii  are 
proficient  in  finding  out  places  where  water  could  be  found.  But  in 
practice  we  find  that  they  are  better  masters  in  this  respect.  They  are 
able  to  locate  places  from  where  miter  could  be  easily  got.  Now 
what  the  Department  has  spent  is  a  waste  of  money-  Heads  of 
Departments  who  come  to  the  locality  on  circuit  also  have  to  share 
in  this  difficulty.  In  the  well  at  the  campshed  there  is  no  water. 
Perumbavoov  is  a  crowded  town.  There  is  a  Munsiff’s  Court,  a 
First  Class  Magistrate  Court,  a  number  of  educational  institutions, 
and  a  dispensary.  This  fact  of  the  necessity  for  providing  good 
drinking  water  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Head  of  the  De¬ 
partment  by  various  persons  and  on  various  occasions.  As  yet 
very  little  attention  is  paid.  This  step-motherly  treatment  meted 
out  to  this  town  is  certainly  regrettable.  The  quota  of  tax  paid 
by  the  people  of  North  Travaucore  is  the  same  as  it  is  paid  by 
people  in  other  places.  I  therefore  request  the  Government  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  elementary  needs  of  all  the  rural  areas 
in  the  supply  of  fresh  drinking  water. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Godavarma  Raja  ( Edavaga ) :  Sir,  I  wish  to 
support  the  demand.  In  supporting  the  demand,  I  wish  to  im¬ 
press  upon  the  Government  the  necessity  of.  extending  the  work  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  to  rural  parts  also.  But  of  course 
the  Public  Health  Department  is  doing  very  good  service  to  the 
people.  But  most  of  their  services  are  confined  to  the  towns.  In 
the  rural  parts  we  do  not  get  su  fficient  help  by  way  of  medical  re¬ 
lief.  The  propaganda  work  is  confined  only  to  the  urban  areas. 
We  do  not  find  them  working  in  that  direction  in  the  rural  parts. 
Medical  relief  is  also  not  sufficient  in  rural  parts  especially  in  the 
hilly  parts  where  during  the  monsoon  seasons  there  are  very  many 
kinds  of  diseases.  Wo  do  not  find  the  Public  Health  Department 
doing  sufficient  work  outside  the  municipal  areas.  I  would  request 
the  Government  to  educate  the  public  in  matters  of  public  health 
by  means  of  lectures  and  exhibitions  in  the  rural  areas.  Public 
health  is  one  of  the  vital  needs  of  our  country.  The  rural  popu¬ 
lation  is  ignorant  of  the  rules  of  public  health  and  unless  the 
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Public  Health  Department  takes  a  keen  interest  the  health  of  the 
people  cannot  be  improved.  I  therefore  submit  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  Government  will  bestow  sufficient  attention  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Kochickal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  Sir,  I  rise 
to  support  the  Demand.  In  doing  so  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention 
of  Government  to  the  imperative  necessity  of  strengthening  the 
staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in  order  to  combat  the  fila¬ 
rial  fever  prevalent  in  Karapuram  and  in  Ambalapuzha.  The  rate 
of  mortality  from  the  disease  is  very  high  and  owing  to  lack  of 
resources  the  municipalities  are  not  able  to  cope  with  the  work  of 
preventing  the  spread  of  this  disease.  But  useful  work  has  been 
done  by  wray  of  antimosquito  campaign,  but  I  am  afraid  that  the 
Municipal  Council  at  Alleppey  has  stopped  that  work  due  to  lack  of 
funds.  Sir,  the  question  of  Alleppey  is  not  merely  a  local  question. 
Alleppey  is  the  most  important  commercial  town  in  the  State,  and 
is  very  close  to  the  Cochin  Harbour.  It  must  bo  the  duty  of  the 
State  to  bestow  all  possible  attention  in  the  matter  of  preserving 
the  public  health  of  Alleppey.  Therefore  I  appeal  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  allow  greater  sums  of  money  unstincdugly  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  to  be  spent  in  Alleppey  so  that  we  may  not  he 
put  to  the  same  plight  as  we  were  put  to  last  year  on  the  outbreak 
of  plague  epidemic. 

Mr.  R-  V.  Thomas  ( Todupuzha  cum  Minachil )  :  Sir,  j 
oppose  the  Demand  to  bring  home  to  Government  the  necessity  for 
bestowing  more  importance  to  the  problem  of  the  public  health  of 
the  citizens  of  the  State.  In  all  the  civilised  States,  public  health  is 
given  the  first  and  foremost  place.  In  our  State,  I  am  compelled 
to  remark  that  public  health  and  sanitary  conditions  are  very  un¬ 
satisfactory,  A  More  vigorous  campaign  must  be  carried  on  to 
combat  diseases  like  malaria,  filar ia,  typhoid  and  tuberculosis  which 
are  taking  away  a  very  heavy  toll  of  life  every  year  from  our 
State.  In  rural  areas  the  public  health  and  sanitary  conditions  are 
not  what  they  should  be-  But  it  is  no  better  in  urban  centres.  One 
of  the  necessary  conditions  of  sanitation  and  public  health,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  crowded  centres,  is  the  provision  for  good  first  class 
public  latrines.  I  must  say  to  the  discredit  of  this  department  that 
there  is  not  even  one  good  sanitary  public  latrine  throughout  the 
State.  Take  the  case  of  the  Municipal  town  of  Trivandrum.  With 
due  respect  to  my  friend  Mr.  Simon  I  am  constrained  to  observe 
that  even  in  the  metropolis  there  is  not  a  single  sanitary  public 
latrine  worth  the  name.  I  wish  to  impress  upon  the  Government 
the  very  great  necessity  of  putting  up  good  public  latrines,  at  least 
in  the  more  important  urban  centres  of  the  State. 
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With  regard  to  the  spreading  of  public  health  education  in  the 
rural  centres  i  have  also  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  that 
for  the  last  two  or  three  years  particularly  the  hilly  areas  have 
been  affected  much  more  than  in  former  years  with  malaria.  In  my 
constituency  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  malaria  has  been  more 
rampant  than  iu  former  years.  I  also  wish  to  suggest  that  a  large 
number  of  rural  health  visitors  be  appointed  by  Government  to 
educate  the  people  on  public  health  aud  sanitation. 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  ( Nominated ) :  Sir,  I  am  in  perfect 
agreement  with  my  friend  who  advocated  the  extension  of  the  use¬ 
fulness  of  the  most  important  department  vi:.,  the  Department  of 
Public  Health.  Sir,  recently,  an  arrangement  was  made  for  medical 
inspection  of  our  school  children  and  some  officers  were  also  ap¬ 
pointed  and  placed  under  the  Health  Department  for  this  purpose. 
These  officers  were  required  o  make  periodical  visits  to  the  schools 
and  inspect  the  health  of  the  children  and  report  to  the  authorities 
concerned.  Their  reports  show  that  a  large  number  of  school 
children  are  suffering  from  the  evil  effects  of  malnutrition  and 
others  are  suffering  from  hookworm  attacks  and  other  diseases. 
Well  Sir,  malnutrition  is  a  disease  the  treatment  of  which  will  costa 
considerable  amount  of  money  no  doubt.  Nevertheless  in  cases  of 
acute  mainutri'ion,  I  submit  that  it  is  quite  possible  for  the  Medical 
Department  to  treat  them  by  giving— 1  am  afraid  Dr.  Simpson  may 
object  to  my  encroaching  on  his  ground  but  with  his  permission 
I  may  say — cod  liver  oil  to  such  pupils.  The  reason  for  mal¬ 
nutrition  may  be  stated  to  be  that  the  children  have  nothing 
but  tapioca  to  eat.  My  view  is  that  it  is  not  the  only  reason.  In 
this  connection  I  may  say  that  as  is  natural  in  the  cases  of  kin¬ 
dred  Departments  there  is  jealousy  between  the  Public  Health  De¬ 
partment  and  the  Medical  Department.  I  find  that  the  children 
who  are  sent  by  the  Medical  Inspectors  for  treatment  in  hospitals 
are  receiving  a  kind  of  step- motherly  treatment  by  the  medical 
officers  there.  To  the  treatment  of  other  patients  they  are  more 
attentive.  Another  trouble  is  that  the  schools  are  situated  far  away 
from  the  hospitals  and  when  the  children  are  advised  to  go  to  hos¬ 
pitals,  they  do  not  usually  follow  the  advice.  My  suggestion  is  this: 
Instead  of  placing  these  Medical  Inspectors  under  the  Public  Health 
Department  they  may  be  placed  under  the  Medical  Department  so 
that  the  expected  benefit  may  be  derived  by  the  children.  Now 
although  we  get  a  palling  figures  with  regard  to  the  proportion  of 
school  children  suffering  from  all  manner  of  diseases,  I  am  afraid, 
adequate  attention  is  not  paid  for  reducing  the  number  of  school 
■children  afflicted  with  diseases.  Sir,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
public  health  of  the  children  who  have  to  grow  up  to  be  the  citi- 
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zens  of  the  country  is  a  valuable  asset.  I  submit  that  this  is  a 
matter  deserving  very  serious  attention  oE  the  Government. 

Mr.  James  Fletcher  (Kalkulam  and  ViUvankod  cum 
NeyyaUinkara)  :  Sir,  I  support  the  Demand.  The  duty  of  look¬ 
ing  after  the  public  health  of  the  citizens  is  one  of  the  primary 
duties  of  that  State.  Therefore,  I  would  say  that  the  provision 
under  this  Demand  is  not  qui'.e  sufficient.  I  would  request  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  strengthen  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
to  carry  on  their  work  with  more  zest  and  earnestness  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  country.  I  may  also  state  that  this  problem  of 
Public  Health  has  to  be  mot  in  various  ways  in  different  places.  In 
certain  places  more  educational  propaganda  might  be  necessary  for 
the  people  to  understand  the  benefits  of  preserving  good  sanitary 
conditions.  In  another  place  it  may  be  by  the  supply  of  good  drin¬ 
king  water.  Yet  in  another  place  it  may  be  the  free  supply  and 
distribution  of  medicines  for  an  epidemic  which  has  broken  out  in 
that  locality.  In  this  connection  I  may  bring  to  the  notice  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  the  fact  that  year  after  year  there  is  the  outbreak  of  cho¬ 
lera  in  the  two  taluks  of  Vilavankod  and  Kalkulam.  The  reason 
for  this  frequent  outbreak  is  often  due  to  want  of  good  drinking 
water  and  due  to  the  utter  ignorance  of  the  people  of  the  fact  that 
cholera  is  an  epidemic  and  it  could  easily  spread  through  the  water 
used  for  drinking  purposes.  If  the  people  understood  that  the 
water  that  is  available  is  boiled  and  the  germs  killed  before  they 
make  use  of  it  for  drinking  purposes  they  may  perhaps  escape  the 
infection.  That  fact  is  not  known  to  them.  Again,  there  are  cases 
in  which  the  public  do  not  know  how  to  conduct  themselves  safely 
and  properly  when  there  is  an  epidemic.  When  there  is  a  cholera 
patient,  they  do  not  know  that  he  should  be  isolated  and  kept  apart, 
the  articles  used  by  him,  or  the  evacuations  of  the  patient  ought  to 
be  carefully  destroyed  and  his  clothes  burned  and  so  on.  Thus  in 
certain  places  it  may  be  the  question  of  educational  propaganda 

Then  again,  1  would  refer  to  another  area  in  my  constituency, 
that  is,  Neyyatcinkara.  Sir,  malaria  is  still  prevalent  there.  It  is 
said  that  the  disease  is  spread  by  mosquitoes.  But  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  right.  But  in  any  case  particular  care  should  be 
taken  to  educate  the  people  about  the  manner  in  which  this  disease 
is  spread.  Then  they  will  be  very  careful  not  to  have  stagnant 
water  near  their  houses  and  thus  prevent  the  breeding  of  mos¬ 
quitoes.  In  some  places,  the  department  will  have  to  sprinkle 
kerosene  oil  or  some  such  thing  to  destroy  these  mosquitoes. 

Government  will  have  to  help  the  people  by  distributing  medi¬ 
cines  whenever  there  is  an  outbreak  of  malaria.  In  fact,  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  are  apparent,  medicines  must  be 
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distributed  and  the  spread  o£  the  disease  must  be  prevented.  I  hope 
the  Public  Health  Department  will  realise  the  importance  of  their 
work  and  will  do  their  best  for  the  health  of  the  people  of  the 
country  so  that  they  may  be  more  efficient  in  increasing  the  wealth 
of  the  State. 

Mr.  Eric  Hall  (Travancore  Planters)  :  Sir,  I  oppose  the 
Demand  with  a  view  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
the  insanitary  condition  of  the  bazaars  in  the  Peermade  and  the' 
Vandiperiyar  Districts,  These  two  Districts  are  very  near  Oumbom 
where  in  1932  there  was  an  outbreak  of  plague  which  even  spread 
into  Travancore.  I  understand  that,  about  3  years  ago,  Govern¬ 
ment  passed  orders  that  the  bazaars  should  be  inspected  by  Estate 
Superintendents  in  liaison  with  the  medical  officer,  and  reports 
submitted  to  Government.  That  has  been  done  ;  but  the  condition 
of  the  bazaars  is  still  extremely  disappointing  ;  and,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment,  the  condition  is  wholly  unsatisfactory.  Prevention  is  better 
than  cure.  Plague  should  not  come  into  Travancore  if  it  can  be 
prevented.  I  would  therefore  ask  the  Government  to  take  im¬ 
mediate  steps  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  bazaars  in 
Peermade  and  Vandiperiyar. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  Sir,  I  also  oppose  the  motion  to 
offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  public  health  of  Alleppey.  Sir,  Aileppey 
is  the  most  important  commercial  centre  in  the  State  ;  and  people 
from  different  parts  of  the  State  flock  therefor  their  business  activi¬ 
ties.  Therefore,  if  Alleppey  is  not  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition, 
the  unhealthiness  there  may  spread  to  all  parts  of  the  State  ;  the 
people  who  visit  the  place  will  carry  infection  from  Alleppey  to 
their  respective  places.  Alleppey  is  a  dirty  town.  It  is  low  and 
water-logged.  There  is  a  net-work  of  canals  with  stagnant  water, 
It  is  these  canals  that  make  the  public  health  of  Aileppey  so  bad. 

Sir,  the  resources  of  the  Alleppey  Municipality  are  very  limited 
and  are  highly  inadequate  for  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  town.  Some  time  back,  a  filarial  survey  of  the 
town  was  conducted.  But  nothing  seems  to  have  been  done  so  far 
to  combat  the  disease.  Now,  after  the  last  attack  of  plague,  a 
bigger  campaign  for  the  destruction  of  rats  is  going  on.  But  the 
authorities  are  concentrating  their  attention  on  the  rats  in  private 
houses.  Sir,  in  Alleppey,  the  rats  do  not  live  mostly  in  private 
houses.  There  is  a  net  work  of  canals  with  thick  vegetation  on 
either  side  ;  and  it  is  in  the  midst  of  such  vegetation  chat  the  rats 
mainly  live.  Therefore,  unless  effective  measures  are  taken  to 
destroy  such  vegetation,  the  rat  destruction  problem  cannot  b§ 
solved  effectively. 
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I  was  very  sorry  to  learn  from  Mr,  Tampi  that  the  mosquito 
campaign  has  been  put  a  stop  to.  Sir,  that  is  very  unfortunate. 
1  request  the  Government  to  continue  the  campaign  in  the  interests 
of  public  health  at  Alleppey. 

There  is  also  another  difficulty  with  regard  to  Alleppey.  There 
are  some  areas  in  the  town  which  are  marshy.  Such  places  have  to 
be  acquired,  filled  up  and  made  habitable. 

Mr.  P.  I.  Simon  :  Sir,  I  oppose  the  Demand  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  Public  Health  Department  the 
need  for  wider  propaganda  with  a  view  to  educate  the  people  of  the 
rural  parts,  especially  as  to  how  to  live  neatly  and  in  a  sanitary 
fashion,  how  to  keep  their  premises  clean.  That,  of  course,  will 
contribute  more  towards  their  health  than  anything  else. 

Sir,  Mr.  Govindan  was  referring  to  malnutrition  as  a  disease. 
I  do  not  know  how  he  conceived  that  idea. 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  :  It  is  not  my  idea. 

Mr.  P.  I.  Simon  ;  Malnutrition  is  nothing  but  want  of 
nutrition  or  bad  nutrition.  For  that,  the  Public  Health  Department 
should  open  child  welfare  centres  in  almost  all  the  villages.  The 
Trivandrum  Municipality  is  trying  the  experiment  here.  I  am  sure 
the  efficiency  of  the  Public  Health  Department  will  be  enhanced 
if  they  pay  more  attention  to  the  establishment  of  child  welfare 
centres  in  the  rural  parts. 

My  learned  friend  Mr-  It.  V.  Thomas  referred  to  public  latrines 
and  the  need  for  them  in  the  rural  parts,  Sir,  it  is  only  in  crowded 
cities  that  there  is  need  for  public  latrines.  In  the  rural  parts,  they 
will  be  a  nmsanee,  an  invitation  to  collect  undesirable  matter  in  one 
place.  I  should  think  that  my  friend’s  idea  in  the  matter  is 
erroneous.  My  friend  also  said  that  there  is  not  one  public  latrine 
in  Trivandrum  which  is  being  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition.  I  do 
not  know  whether  he  has  had  the  necessity  of  making  use  of  one  of 
the  public  latrines  in  this  town.  If  not,  I  do  not  think  he  is  justified 
in  making  such  a  statement.  Sir,  we  are  doing  our  best  to  maintain 
our  public  latriues  most  satisfactorily  in  view  of  the  conditions 
prevailing  in  this  town.  The  Water  Supply  Scheme  has  helped  ns 
in  a  great  deal  to  improve  our  latrines,  and  we  hope  the  Drainage 
System  will  enable  us  to  make  the  public  latrines  perfect. 

Mr-  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  =  I  also  oppose  the 
Demand  with  a  view  to  point  out  the  most  insanitary  condition  of 
the  roads  near  markets  and  bazaars  in  mofussil  parts.  1  do  not 
think  they  are  even  being  swept.  Either  there  arc  no  arrangements 
for  sweeping,  or  the  work  is  not  extracted  from  the  sweepers  if 
there  are  any.  I  do  not  think  they  are  swept  even  once  every 
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month.  In  the  interests  of  public  health,  it  is  highly  recessary 
that,  at  least  in  congested  bazaars  and  places  near  markets,  sweeping 
must  be  done  properly  and  frequently.  In  Chirayinkil,  Nedumangad, 
Navaicolam,  Kailambalam  and  such  other  places,  there  are  markets 
and  the  roads  near  about  do  not  seem  to  have  been  swept  at  all  even 
once  a  month. 

My  friend  Mr.  Simon  stated  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  public 
latrines  and  urinals  in  the  rural  parts.  I  am  sorry  I  have  to  dis¬ 
agree  with  him  In  congested  localities  where  there  are  markets 
and  bazaars,  public  latrines  and  urinals  are  indispensable. 

Mr.  N- V.  Chacko  :  Sir,  public  health  and  sanitation  are 
certainly  very  important  for  any  country.  If  public  health  is  not 
quite  essential  for  the  safety  of  the  State  at  persent,  I  am  sure 
it  will  become  very  essential  for  the  safety  of  the  future  genera¬ 
tions,  I  should  think  that  those  who  are  interested  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  public  health  of  the  country  would  do  better  to  con¬ 
centrate  their  attention  on  the  school-going  population.  Now,  we 
find  that  by  the  time  our  boys  finish  their  education,  they  are 
definitely  worse  in  point  of  health.  The  matter  is  even  more 
important  in  the  case  of  girls  who  are  to  be  the  mothers  of  the 
future  generation. 

Sir,  there  is  the  bad  habit  iifionr  country-— probably  elsewhere 
also — of  the  people  making  use  of  the  sides  of  public  roads  as  public 
latrines.  It  may  be  due  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  number  of  public 
latrines  and  also  to  the  fact  that  the  existing  latrines  are  very  bad 
and  repelling. 

Sanitation  and  public  health  are  bad  not  only  in  towns  but 
also  in  the  country  parts.  The  sanitation  of  country  parts  is  taken 
care  of  only  by  jackals. 

As  it  is,  most  of  us  are  only  food  for  germs  of  diseases,  If 
any  one  of  us  is  examined,  it  may  be  found  that  so  many'  germs 
are  living  upon  us.  It  is  ve^y  essential  that  we  should  oe  made — 
probably  the  germs  cannot  be  prevented  from  attacking  us — strong 
enough  to  resist  them.  My  impression  is  that  sufficient  heed  is  not 
paid  to  the  condition  of  the  people  in  Travancore,  probably  because, 
in  the  present  circumstances,  the  health  of  the  people  is  not  found 
very  necessary  for  the  safety  and  progress  of  the  country. 

Mr.  T.  K.  Kittan  :  ou<b,  ef],  ®anrua®obo  (sros'lfgjccoaaji® 
amocib  o®(Bfl(6<flacr».  afl§te>Oo  g.gg.  a4ffl02f|sssi=§f|®6  c^airmcmTlgjo 
eta)  aaii^(®oI](Tu.-i)®coo  a.aj^rmgja«a>osnso6rrc>0  ag<es“<icuo  cryaj<8i9s>§ 
coo©o&2io<afl  goaTlas  <&06fiBcmarmcTT)06rr&°  ofleoaLoaocsas  isroslQjooop 
(grp22a<aiosn|0  ooemo  ojl^&aleio  o.nolnal'.gjasxDlfuflmi'lejgia 
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c9je»co)o  axu^fimo.  aaucAaunro  ol'iajcK&s;0  oicoo<flsnoQ)0(oi  §00  ipoaiiroa 
a®@  ofl§ft^,asn§cno  aoeic0au  (srcolcmoo.  (srt>g>S)«a>osniu  swnocrb  ojo 
6Ksn»gg(8o-i)a£]  aaj^t&CQjo  o-ifflloaj^RnrflflnlaSliia  c8>(ggnru  gefisOcaaotinm 
aiao  c/dl<0ftflc99<s>oi8o  fflAi^onb  ggdescajo gg®  (ooaimi&scflSAOicwoojIoj . 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  :  Sir,  I  shall  point 
out  only  one  or  two  matters  on  which  I  feel  that  the  Public  Health 
Department  has  not  paid  sufficient  attention.  Though  we  had  a 
Food  Adulteration  Regulation  passed  by  the  Legislature,  I  am  so 
sorry  to  find  that  the  Public  Health  Department  was  not  vigilant 
enough  to  see  that  the  necessary  rules  have  been  made  and  that  it 
was  brought  into  effect  early  enough.  At  least,  now  when  it  has 
become  possible  for  them  to  take  action,  necessary  action  should  be 
taken  to  prevent  the  adulteration  of  food  stuffs  that  are  being  sold 
in  crowded  cities. 

Another  point  that  1  wish  to  urge  on  the  attention  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  is  the  number  of  beggars  going  about  in 
cities  with  contagious  diseases,  their  uusightly  wounds  and  the  very 
dangerous  and  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  which  they  live  and 
breed  all  sorts  of  disease  germs.  These  matters,  I  am  afraid,  are 
not  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Health  Department  sufficiently. 
Without  preventing  these  defects  it  will  be  impossible  to  secure 
proper  heaLth,  at  least  in  crowded  cities.  I  hope  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  earnest  attention  in  these  two  directions  will  be  exercised  as 
early  as  possible. 

Mr.  M.  K.  Anaathasiva  Aiyar  ( Nominated )  :  Sir,  I 
support  the  motion.  The  infectious  diseases  like  small-pox,  cholera, 
etc.,  take  an  epidemic  form  through  the  medium  of  water  is  a 
recognised  principle.  This  being  so,  a  completely  water  dogged 
area  is  liable  to  contagion  to  a  greater  extent  than  any  other  place. 
Hence  I  will  only  be  justified  in  pleading  that  greater  attention  to 
the  public  health  of  such  places  as  Kuttanad  where  only  contamina¬ 
ted  water  could  be  had  for  drinking  as  well  as  for  any  other  purpose, 
should  be  paid. 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 

Sir,  it  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  the  honourable  members 
appreciate  the  good  work  that  is  being  done  by  the  Public  Health 
Department.  The  demand  from  the  other  side  of  the  House  is  that 
more  funds  should  be  allotted  to  this  department  and  that  additional 
hands  should  be  appointed.  Sir,  I  quite  realise  the  importance 
of  developing  the  activities  and  usefulness  of-  this  department. 
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During  the  last  few  years,  particularly  after  the  amalgama¬ 
tion  of  the  Sanitary  Department  with  the  newly  formed  Public 
Health  Department,  the  activities  of  the  Department  have  been 
growing  from  more  to  more  and  Government  have  been  sanctioning 
additional  funds  and  additional  hands  from  year  to  year,  so  much 
so  I  think  we  can  take  pride  in  the  fact  that  the  proportion  of  the 
revenue  which  we  spend  on  this  department  in  Travancore  is  more 
than  the  proportion  obtaining  in  other  States  or  even  Provinces  in 
India.  By  saying  so,  I  do  not  mean  that  the  maximum  of  expendi¬ 
ture  to  he  incurred,  on  this  department  has  been  reached.  As  honour¬ 
able  members  will  see  on  a  perusal  of  the  various  budgets  for  the  last 
few  years,  the  allotments  have  been  increasing  year  after  year  and  I 
can  assure  the  honourable  Members  that  the  Government  will  not 
hesitate  to  spend  more  money  for  protecting  the  health  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  hereafter  also.  As  regards  the  work  that  is  being  done  by  the 
Department  I  must  say  that  it  compares  favourably  with  the 
work  that  is  being  done  elsewhere.  Take  for  instance  the  case  of 
malaria.  When  this  epidemic  broke  out  in  Neyyattinkarn  and 
Nedumangad  two  years  ago,  the  honourable  members  know  what 
vigorous  measures  were  taken  by  Government  to  combat  it.  By 
the  co-operation  of  the  Medical  and  Public  Health  Departments 
and  with  the  hearty  support  and  help  of  the  publicGovernment  have 
been  able  to  check  and  control  the  epidemic  which  broke  out  two 
years  ago.  There  is  no  doubt,  still  malaria  in  some  parts  of  the 
country,  but  there  it  is  endemic.  It  is  not  possible  to  exterminate 
malaria  altogether  from  the  Siate  within  a  short  time.  The  nature 
of  the  country  is  such  that  any  preventive  measures  that  we  are 
able  to  take  may  not  be  sufficient  to  get  rid  of  the  malaria  altogether 
Take  for  instance  the  parts  of  Neyyattinkara  and  Nedumangad 
where  malaria  is  now  endemic.  The  nature  of  the  country,  with 
its  hills  and  valleys,  the  paddy  fields  and  the  numerous  ponds  and 
p  iols  that  you  see  there,  is  such  that  it  is  practically  impossible  to 
fill  up  all  the  mosquito  breeding  places  and  thus  prevent  the  breed¬ 
ing  of  mosquitoes.  The  honourable  members  may  take  it  that 
Government  will  not  spare  any  pains  or  any  amount  of  money  that 
may  be  required  to  keep  this  pest  under  control  as  far  as  possible. 
Then  again  the  Department  has  been  doing  and  continues  to 
do  very  useful  work  in  the  control  of  filariasis.  Honourable  mem¬ 
bers  may  know  that  two  or  three  years  ago  they  started  this  work 
on  a  very  limited  scale  in  the  taluk  of  Shertalla  and  during  this 
ye<ar  the  operation  was  extended  to  a  much  larger  area.  It  has 
been  found  by  investigations  that  the  mosquito  which  spreads  fila¬ 
rial  fever  thrives  on  a  water  plant  called  pistia  and  if  that  plant  is 
removed  and  destroyed  filariasis  can  easily  be  controlled.  The  re- 
paoval  of  the  pistia,  from  the  tanks  and  ponds  in  Shertaiia  is  being 
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carried  on  by  the  Department.  The  real  diificuliy  is  that  th  is  pisia 
is  also  a  good  green  manure  for  crops  like  cocoanut,  plantain  and 
others  and  the  cultivators  are  rather  unwilling  to  permit  the  removal 
of  the  pistia  from  their  tanks  and  ponds.  But  the  problem  has  to 
be  solved  and  probably  we  may  have  ro  find  some  other  green  man¬ 
ure  in  the  place  of  pistia  for  these  crops,  For  the  sake  of  the 
health  of  the  people,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  this  pistia  must 
be  removed  and  destroyed  and  experiments  may  be  conducted  with 
other  water  plants  to  see  whether  a  substitute  can  be  found  for 
pistia  to  be  used  as  manure  for  cocoanut  and  other  crops. 

Regarding  the  control  of  malaria,  Sir,  in  the  town  of  Alleppey 
the  Government,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Alleppey  Municipal¬ 
ity,  did  some  work  for  a  year  or  two.  The  Municipality  contribut¬ 
ed  a  share  of  the  expenses  and  Government  contributed  the  rest. 
Later  on,  the  Municipality  refused  its  contributions  and  Govern¬ 
ment  unfortunately  were  obliged  to  discontinue  the  mosquito  control 
work.  It  has  been  said.  Sir,  that  Alleppey  is  a  very  important 
commercial  town  and  it  is  very  essential  that  the  health  of  the  town 
should  be  looked  after  properly.  The  Government  admit  it.  But 
Alleppey  being  a  commercial  town,  it  is  inhabited  by  commercial 
magnates  or  at  least  by  rich  commercial  people  and  it .  ought  to  be 
possible*  Sir,  for  the  Municipality  to  collect  sufficient '  funds  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  contribute  at  least  a  moiety  of  the 
expenditure  required  for  the  sanitation  of  the  town. 

If  the  Municipality  would  extend  a  little  helping  hand,  instead 
of  depending  entirely  on  Government  to  meet  the  whole  expendi¬ 
ture,  I  can  assure  the  honourable  members  that  Government  will 
only  be  too  glad  to  take  up  the  work  both  of  the  malarial  control 
and  filariasis  control. 

The  drinking  water  problem  Sir  is  a  very  serious  problem  and 
a  very  important  problem.  Honourable  members  know  that  the 
Government  have  begun  to  tackle  the  problem  in  various  directions. 
In  the  first  place,  they  have  started  water  supply  schemes  in  some 
important  towns.  Provision  has  been  made  in  i  he  budget  for  the 
next  year  to  investigate  the  water  supply  scheme  for  Kuttanad  and 
other  lowlying  lands  and  in  course  of  time  it  will  be  possible  to  e  - 
tend  these  operations  to  other  localities  which  stand  in  need  of  the 
supply  of  good  drinking  water. 

Regarding  the  wells  at  Perumbavur  Sir,  I  know  from  my  own 
experience  that  the  wells  there  dry  up  during  the  summ  er  months. 
Probably  the  nature  of  the  earth  there  is  such  that  you  cannot  get 
sufficient  water  even  at  a  great  depth  during  the  summer  moLths 
But  the  problem  has  got  to  be  solved  and  I  believe  that  with  the 
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co-operation  of  the  Public  Works  Department  and  the  Water  Works 
Department  it  will  be  possible  to  find  some  means  by  which  drink¬ 
ing  water  can  be  supplied  to  the  inhabitants  of  Perumbavur. 

As  regards  the  health  propaganda  work  which  has  been  refer- 
red  to  by  a  number  of  honourable  members,  Government  fully 
realise  its  importance  and  usefulness.  Health  propaganda  is  being 
carried  on  very  vigorously  by  the  department.  Honourable  mem¬ 
bers  will  sec  from  the  budget  that  provision  has  been  made  for  the 
appointment  of  an  Assistant  Health  Education  Officer.  There  is 
at  present  one  Health  Education  Officer,  and  he  goes  about  the 
country,  delivers  lectures  and  distributes  pamphlets  to  the  people. 
A  Health  Education  Van,  with  loud  speaker  equipment,  has  recent, 
ly  been  purchased  and  members  have  had  a  demonstration  of  it 
a  few  days  ago.  This  van  is  taken  from  place  to  place  and  lectures 
are  delivered  through  it  on  health  matters. 

The  statement  of  some  honourable  members  that  health  propa¬ 
ganda  and  the  activities  of  the  department  are  confined  to  towns  is 
not  qnite  correct.  No  doubt  some  work  is  being  done  in  towns. 
But  propaganda  is  being  carried  on  more  in  the  rural  parts  than  in 
the  towns.  It  may  not  be  possible  for  the  department  to  reach  all  the 
rural  parts  at  the  same  time.  It  requires  time.  But  I  may  assure 
honourable  members  that  hereafter  more  propaganda  will  be  under¬ 
taken  in  rural  parts. 

In  regard  to  rural  sanitation  and  rural  health,  there 
■is  provision  in  the  current  year’s  budget  for  appointing  some  Sub- 
Assistant  Surgeons  as  Sanitary  Officers  in  a  few  taluks  in  the  south 
The  idea  of  the  depaiument  is  to  do  intensive  work  in  a  few  select 
taluks,  particularly  in  those  taluks  where  there  is  danger  of  out¬ 
break  of  cholera  and  smallpox  as  stated  by  Mr.  Fletcher.  This 
intensive  work  has  been  started,  and  I  am  told  that  the  work  turn¬ 
ed  out  so  far  is  very  satisfactory.  One  important  item  of  work 
which  these  officers  attend  to  is  the  collection  of  accurate  vital  sta¬ 
tistics.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the  statistics  now  collected  are  very 
accurate.  Only  if  we  have  accurate  statistics  could  we  find  out  whether 
and  what  preventive  work,  should  be  done.  Along  with  the  collection 
of  statistics  preventive  work  such  as  vaccination  and  inoculation, 
is  also  being  carried  on  by  these  officers. 

Sir,  one  word  with  regard  to  the  medical  inspection  of  schools. 
My  friend  Mr.  Govindan  said  that  on  account  of  the  duality  of 
control  in  regard  to  medical  inspection  there  is  some  hitch  some¬ 
where.  This  matter  has  not  yet  come  to  the  notice  of  Government. 
The  Medical  Inspectors  are  attached  to  the  Public  Health  Depart, 
ment.  They  examine  children  and  give  tickets  to  them.  These 
•tickets  are  taken  to  the  nearest  hospital  where  they  are  given  the 
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necessary  treatment.  I  am  sure  that,  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
two  departments,  it  will  be  possible  to  carry  on  the  work  without 
any  hitch.  This  is  the  first  time  that  the  existence  of  a  hitch  is 
brought  to  the  notice  of  Government.  I  may  assure  the  honour¬ 
able  member  that  if  there  is  any  real  hitch  or  .difficulty  it  will  be 
looked  into  and  remedied. 

The  question  that  a  aum  of  Us.  2,87,220  be  granted  under 
Demand  XI — Public  Health  and  Sanitation  was  then  put  and 
carried. 

The  grant  was  made. 

DEMAND  XII— FOREST. 

Mr.  R.  Dhanukoti  Pillai  ( Conservator  of  Forests) :  Sir, 
I  move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Rs.  7,25,438  under  demand  XII 
Forest.  - 

Mr.  Kallur  Narayana  Pillai :  rrurfe,  srmod>  a>cco 
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Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  Sir,  I  oppose  this  demand  in  order 
to  criticise  the  policy  of  the  department  in  the  n discriminate  dis¬ 
afforestation.  The  upkeep  of  the  reserved  forests  in  the  most  per¬ 
fect  condition  is  a  very  important  factor  in  controlling  weather  con¬ 
ditions.  All  the  Doctors  of  Science  will  admit  that  the  forest  is 
Nature's,  best  reservoir.  It  has  been  found  by  practical  experience 
in  countries  all  over  the  world  that  wherever  there  is  strict  conser¬ 
vancy  of  forests,  a  moderating  influence  has  been  exercised  in  pre¬ 
venting  floods  as  well  as  in  causing  streams  to  form  from  forests. 
In  the  case  of  prevention  of  floods,  the  American  Government  have 
recently  been  very  strict  in  the  conservancy  of  forests  in  order  to 
prevent  the  Mississippi  floods.  Even  the  adjoining  territory  of 
British  India  is  very  strict  in  conserving  the  Periyar  Catchment 
Area.  It  was  reported  recently  that  the  British  Government  have 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Travancore  Government  and  criti¬ 
cised  the  action  of  the  Travancore  P.  W.  D.  in  removing  some 
gravel  from  the  outskirts  of  the  reserved  area.  That  shows 
how  very  particular  those  Governments  are  in  the  matter  of  pre¬ 
servation  of  forests.  It  is  from  forests,  generally  these  streams 
arise.  During  summer,  it  is  well-known  that  in  intense  forests, 
leaves  fall  and"  accumulate  in  the  ground.  They  help  to  store  up 
the  rain  water  in  forests,  so  much  so,  water  is  deposited  in  these 
fallen  leaves  and  stay  for  some  time.  During  hot  weather,  these 
waters  flow  in  small  streams.  That  is  the  reason  why  in  intense 
forest  regions,  many  streamlets  are  found.  In  times  of  need  they 
are  useful  for  irrigation  facilities,  For  example,  let  us  take  the 
Kochar  in  Trivandrum  For  years  past,  it  did  not  threaten  the 
town  with  floods.  Now,  forest  slopes  have  been  disafforested  ; 
tobacco,  ia  very  commonly  planted  in  the  forest  slopes.  Therefore 
we  find  occasional  floods  in  recent  times  in  Kochar.  Coming  to  my 
own  constituency,  there  is  an  Ela  known  as  Perimchelambu  Ela, 
which  was  never  wanting  in  water  and  which  have  had  floods  for 
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years  past.  In  recent  times,  during  winter  season,  there  is  sur¬ 
plus  water  and  in  summer,  scarcity  of  water. 

As  was  referred  to  the  other  day,  people  are  experiencing 
hardships  as  a.  result  of  the  catchment  area  of  the  Kodayar  Project 
not  well  preserved.  In  1907,  the  rate  of  rainfall  was  166  inches 
whereas  now  it  has  gone  down  to  as  low  as  89  inches.  I 
should  think  that  if  the  Government  had  taken  care  to  conserve 
the  forests  in  an  efficient  manner,  that,  would  have  helped  the 
country  to  prevent  the  excess  water  on  account  of  Hoods  and 
affording  irrigational  facilities  at  times  of  drought.  With  these 
remarks  I  resume  my  seat. 

Mr  M.  Govindan  ••  Sir,  I  was  listening  closely  the  discus¬ 
sion  regarding  the  subject  of  conserving  the  forests  of  Travancore 
and  particulary  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Elenkath’s  speech.  I 
really  confess  that  I  was  not  able  to  follow  all  his  arguments  regar¬ 
ding  floods  and  their  connection  with  the  conservation  of  forests. 
The  general  impression  of  the  public  is  that,  during  the  admini¬ 
stration  of  forests  by  the  present  Conservator,  no  advice  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  consesrvntion  of  forests  is  necessary,  because,  he  is  the 
most  conservative  of  conservators.  He  will  not.  allow  one  leaf  to 
be  touched  from  the  forests.  With  regard  to  prosecutions  for 
trespass,  I  can  speak  from  my  own  personal  experience  that  cases 
of  even  taking  stones  have  come  before  me  in  another  capacity. 
So  much  so,  I  can  take  the  House  into  confidence  and  say  that  if 
any  member  of  the  legal  profession  takes  up  an  engagement  for  the 
defence  in  a  Forest  prosecution  he  will  not  talk  to  him  from  that 
day  onward.  ( Laughter )  That  is  how  the  Travancore  forests  are 
conserved  by  the  present  Conservator  of  Forests.  Any  advice  to 
him  to  conserve  will  be  like  carrying  coal  to  Newcastle.  On  the 
other  hand  I  want  to  speak  against  his  spirit  of  conservation  to  a 
degree-  He  was  all  along  against  honeycombing  the  forests,  with 
patches  of  cultivation,  disintegration  of  the  integrity  of  the  forests 
etc.,  there  are  the  expressions  of  the  Conservator. 

I  want,  in  this  connection,  to  say  that  swampy  areas  should  be 
ear-marked  for  registry,  particularly  to  Ilarijans. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elenkath  :  May  I  know  why  the  member  is  pa 
rticular  of  getting  forest  areas  ? 

Mr  M.  Govindan  :  Lowlying  swampy  areas  are  useful 
for  cultivation.  Forests  in  low  plains  are  non  useful  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  mentioned  by  Mr.  Elenkath.  It  is  forests  in  high  elevations 
that  require  to  be  conserved  and  not  lowlying  swampy  areas.  They 
were  cultivated  once  by  the  Harijans  on  behalf  of  others.  Now 
what  I  ask  is,  the  lowlying  swampy  areas  may  be  registered  on 
their  behalf  for  purposes  of  cultivation  to  be  carried  on  by  them. 
Why  not  an  arrangement  for  the  registry  of  some  puduval  land  on 
concessional  terms  to  Harijan  communities  who  are  considered  as 
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backward.  Harijans  and  workers  in  the  ir  cause  are  deeply  indebted 
to  Government  for  their  generosity  in  granting  concessions  to  back, 
ward  communities.  Can  not  their  generosity  be  further  extended 
to  registry  of  forest  areas.  According  to  the  present  arrangement- 
some  forest  areas  can  be  disafforested  and  handed  over  to  the  Re¬ 
venue  Department  for  registry.  Before  the  lands  reach  the  Re¬ 
venue  Department,  a  plan  must  be  devised  for  the  concessional  re¬ 
gistry  of  lands  for  the  sake  of  Harijans.  They  have  no  chance  in 
competition  with  others  when  once  the  lands  reach  the  Revenue 
Department.  I  have  nothing  more  to  add. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Goda  Varma  Raja:  I  also  wish  to  _  offer  some 
remarks  on  the  question  of  conserving  forest  areas.  It.  is  admitted 
by  all  that  forests  are  a  primal  necessity  and  they  regulate  the 
coming  of  the  monsoons.  Rain  water  is  one  of  the  things  on  which 
agriculture  chiefly  depends.  Therefore  it  is  quite  necessary  that 
reserve  forests  should  be  conserved  for  the  good  of  our  country. 

I  also  agree  with  the  views  of  my  friend  Mr.  Govindan  in  the 
matter  of  registry  of  swampy  areas  on  concessional  rates  to  the 
Harijans.  To  such  of  the  Harijans  who  have  no  land,  at  least, 
registry  must  be  effected.  It  is  very  necessary  that  a  re-survey  of 
the  forests  is  effected  and  certain  areas  earmarked  for  the  backward 
classes.  I  think  that  the  Government  are  not  unmindful  of  the 
trespass  cases  in  the  reserves.  I  do  not  know  why  it  is  permitted.  . 
But  I  trust  that  Government  will  see  into  the  matter  and  do  the 
needful. 

Mr.  James  Fletcher  :  Sir,  I  desire  to  offer  a  suggestion 
on  the  floor  of  this  House  with  reference  to  the  conservation  of 
forests.  Trivandrum  is  one  of  the  biggest  towns  and  there  is  a 
need  for  large  quantity  of  milk  supply  in  this  town.  This  supply 
could  be  had  in  plenty  when  there  is  a  good  number  of  cattle.  For 
cattle,  good  feeding  is  necessary.  Where  are  we  to  get  the  fodder 
for  them-  For  Trivandrum  it  is  not  possible  to  get  grass  and 
fodder  from  distant  places  like  Nedumangad.  Transport  charges 
will  outgrow  the  cost  of  fodder.  Grass  could  be  bad  in  abundance 
during  rainy  seasons  and  they  can  be  preserved  by  the  new  process 
I  can  suggest  another  source  from  which  good  grass  can  be  got  in 
Trivandrum.  It  is  the  place  called  Mukkunnimala,  about  4  miles 
from  Trivandrum  which  has  a  reserve  forest.  It  does  not  contain 
many  big  trees  It  is  surrounded  by  villages.  I  suggest  that  this 
area  may  be. utilised  for  producing  a  large  quantity  of  fodder.  Good 
kinds  of  grass  could  be  produced  by  the  Forest  Department  and 
the  sale  of  which  will  bring  a  large  income  to  Government.  There¬ 
fore  I  suggest  that  the  Forest  Department  can  try  that  experiment 
in  that  place. 
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Secondly  my  friend  Mr.  Elenkath  referred  to  the  destruction 
of  trees  in  the  forest  area.  He  never  meant  that  the  Conservator 
is  destroying  trees  unnecessarily.  Hot  only  has  he  to  conserve  the 
forests,  but  also  he  has  to  show  a  good  income  to  the  State  from 
the  Forest  Department. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  :  Is  it  the  member’s  view  that  the 
Conservator’s  duty  is  to  show  income  even  when  he  is  convinced 
that  such  income  is  detrimental  to  public  interest? 

Mr.  James  Fletcher  :  No,  I  condemn  that  idea  In  sho¬ 
wing  incomes  to  the  State,  he  has  to  sell  certain  areas  of  forests  as 
coupes.  In  that  process  certain  areas  which  ought  not  to  be  sold 
may  come  in  for  sale.  That  is  my  point  in  this  connection.  As 
my  friend  Mr.  Elenkath  said,  the  catchment  area  of  the  Pachippara 
Dam  is  a  place  to  be  reserved  and  that  ought  not  to  come  in  for 
sale.  Trees  in  those  areas  are  valuable  and  they  must  be  preser¬ 
ved  in  the'  best  manner  possible.  This  is  what  my  fiiend  wants  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  Government.  That  is  how  I  understood  the 
matter.  By  properly  keeping  the  forests  and  forest  trees,  immense 
advantages  could  be  reaped.  Possibility  of  floods  could  be  prevented. 
Water  will  be  allowed  to  flow  out  in  smaller  quantities  in  the  forest 
regions.  There  is  serious  disadvantage  in  selling  some  of  the  places 
as  coupes  to  be  disaforested.  .Therefore  the  Conservator  should  take 
spacial  care  in  conserving  the  reserves  wherever  available  such  as 
the  catchment  area  of  the  Pechippara  Dam.  Another  point  is 
that  trees  have  the  quality  of  attracting  rain  clouds  and  stopping 
them.  Monsoons  are  properly  regulated  by  the  forests.  As 
will  be  seen  during  the  south  west  monsoons,  this  side  of  the 
ghats  gets  plenty  of  rain  while  the  other  side  of  the  ghats  there 
is  no  rain.  It  is  the  trees  on  the  ghats  that  prevent  the  rainy 
clouds  from  being  blown  away  and  help  us  to  get  more  rain.  In 
those  areas  where  the  trees  are  necessary  for  stopping  the  rainy 
clouds,  the  Conservator  may  take  special  care  not  to  destory  them. 

I  may  also  refer  to  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honourable 
member  Mr.  Govindan,  that  swampy  areas  in  the  Reserve  Forest 
may  be  registered  to  the  poor  Harijans.  I  would  modify  that  re¬ 
quest  slightly.  The  Harijans  earn  their  living  not  only  by  agricul¬ 
ture  alone  but  by  working  as  labourers  also.  If  they  leave  the 
villages  and  go  to  the  forest  areas  they  may  not  be  able  to  earn 
sufficient  for  their  living.  If  they  can  afford  to  gat  lands  registered 
near  the  villages  then  they  can  take  agriculture  as  a  side  occupation 
and  be  employed  as  labourers  in  the  villages.  With  that  modifica¬ 
tion,  I  have  no  objection  to  the  registry  of  those  lands,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  the  poor  Harijans. 
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§.asoo)lsafflle46ri%u.  gDcafloooo-joaa  go©  ojstoo  cal ^ooasnaona m reflat aa 
a«B  casroceao  c&slc&^as  c&ogflaTl^j.  <asrrt)60caosA  o_ios?jcTn  c&arn 
cflsflaoo  oYoaui)  Qflcraj(Tul@dafflsr®l<D''~lffl'lc0scnD.  cBroroflaoofflS  (tnsO  ^oljy 
acaDinieaJOcaecnjoCo  go!©aignoo,  spsaaflatsirolaisa  §d@  nr.s'lc&Oo  j$ol 
xyl|a6n§cno  a«s  racrb°l®)  eaan©S3a>°S(5>  <feslce>Oo<fla  aooccftToQ)0<D&  <sroai 
acfeosB  (rh2>ocooco®sn%u.  (srcaflciootoi  ffirasssamc^aa.  a  is  cnjoioruc 


Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  I  oppose  the  demand.  In 
opposing  this  demand,  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  o£  the  Govern¬ 
ment  a  serious  matter  with  regard  to  the  management  of  the 
forest  department.  The  Dewan  President  in  his  address  on 
another  occasion  has  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  public  that 
cashew  nut  planting  is  a  source  of  great  industry  and  that  it  has  a 
great  demand  and  prospects  here  as  well  as  elsewhere.  I  find  from 
the  Administration  Report  of  the  Forest  Department  for  the  year 
1111  that  the  area  under  cashew  nut  cultivation  was  122  acres  and 
the  total  yield  from  that  industry  was  Rs.  95.  In  the  reports  at 
page  27,  we  find  the  following  statement. 

“.No  new  area  was  planted  during  the  year  and  the  area  of  the  Plant¬ 
ations  remaine  I  the  same.  The  area  was  thinned  during  the  year 
at  a  cost  of  Rs.  42-12-0.  The  plantations  are  coming  uP  well. 
The  right  of  collection  and  disposal  oi  the  produce  was  leased 
during  the  year  for  B.  Rs.  95  against  B.  Rs,  40  realised  in  1110” . 
From  123  acres,  the  amount  realised  by  lease  was  Rs.  95.  It  is 
not  said  when  the  plantation  was  started  by  the  Forest  Depart¬ 
ment.  From  the  report,  it  is  seen  that  there  were  no  new  plant¬ 
ations  during  the  year.  As  a  matter  of  fact  ordinarily  in  takes  two 
to  three  years  for  the  tree  to  bear  fruit.  The  conditions  ought 
to  be  better  in  the  forests.  What  I  want  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  House  and  the  Government  is  that  necessary  amount  of 
attention  by  the  department  has  not  been  paid  to  this  industry 
which  is  a  flourishing  one  which  is  capable  of  yielding  very  great 
profit. 
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I  would  request  the  Conservator  to  enlighten  us  as  to  whether 
any  quantity  of  etta  for  the  purpose  of  making  paper  was  sent  to 
any  Company.  As  in  1110  and  which  what  result,  we  have  heard 
from  the  Conservator  that  we  have  got  large  quantities  of  etta  fit 
for  paper  making.  I  have  heard  the  Conservator  saying  that 
about  900  candies  of  etta  lias  been  sent  to  the  Titagar  paper  Co., 
at  Calcutta  and  that  paper  made  out  of  our  etta  was  very  satis¬ 
factory.  So  I  would  request  the  Conservator  to  enlighten  us  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  produce  was  disposed  of  this  year  and 
whether  the  Government  have  any  scheme  about  the  etta  in  our 
forest  and  which  abound  in  large  quantities  of  etta. 

Mr.  Kochikkal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  Sir,  I  also 
oppose  the  demand.  In  doing  so  I  wish  to  express  my  support  of 
all  the  proposals  initiated  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Elankath. 
Although  I  could  not  see  eye  to  eye  with  him  in  the  geological  and 
meterioligical  part  of  his  speech  from  the  point  of  view  of  public 
finance,  I  agree  with  him,  in  the  matter  of  conservation  of  the 
forests,  a  policy  which  every  civilized  Government  must  keep  in 
view.  Every  Indian  Government  was  a  little  behind  European 
countries  in  the  matter  of  conservation  because  the  country  whose 
models  we  have  been  following  in  all  cannons  of  life  was  itself  be¬ 
hind  other  European  countries  in  the  matter  of  Forest  policy.  In 
Germany  and  France,  the  land  under  forest  varies  from  4  0  to  50 
per  cent,  of  land  surface.  Therefore  there  is  nothing  alarming,  as 
suggested  by  Mr.  Kalloor  Narayana  Pillai,  in  the  fact  that  there  is 
a  large  area  under  forest  in  Travancore.  But  in  congratulating  the 
Conservator  on  his  playing  the  jealous  Dragon  of  the  Forest  as  he 
was  represented  by  Mr.  Govindan,  I  want  to  draw  his  attention 
that  the  public  of  Travancore  expected  much  greater  things  from  a 
Conservator  cf  Forests.  He  has  been  the  Conservator  for  about 
20  years.  No  great  improvements  have  been  effected  in  the  forests. 
The  minor  produce  has  not  been  properly  collected.  No  new 
policy  was  introduced  in  the  collection  of  the  produce.  Here  is  the 
Conservator  or  the  Government  coming  with  the  same  report  and 
there  is  absolutely  no  mention  about  research  work  that  ought  to  be 
done  in  the  forests.  We  hear  of  great  research  work  that  is  being 
done  in  the  forests  of  India,  especially  in  Deradun  and  other  places. 

1  was  very  much  astonished  to  come  across  a  passage  which 
refers  to  the  family  quarrel  in  the  Forest  Department.  This  is  the 
passage  I  came  across  in  the  administration  of  the  Forest  Depart¬ 
ment.  -Sir,  there  is  a  paragraph  in  the  Administration  Keport  of  the 
Department  for  111 !  in  which  it  is  said  that  many  officers  of  the 
department  were  directly  sending  pe'itions  to  Government  regar¬ 
ding  injustices  shown  to  them  in  the  matter  of  supersessions  ;  and 
all  those  family  affairs  of  the  Forest  Department,  and  that  the  head 
pf  the  family  the  patriarch  resents  it. 
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Mr.  R.  Dhanukoti  Pillai  :  May  I  know  Sir,  where  it  is 
said  ? 

Mr.  Kochikal  P-  Balakrishnan  Tampi:  I  may  refer 
my  very  honourable  friend  to  page  ol  of  the  Administration 
Report  of  his  Department  for  the  year  1111  where  he  holds  up 
with  approval  the  circular  issued  by  Government,  in  which  it  is  said 
that  it  is  not  very  fair  for  the  officers  of  the  Forest  Department  to 
directly  approach  Government.  That  it  should  become  such  a 
chronic  affair  with  the  Forest  Department  betokens  that  something 
is  rotten  in  that  department  and  if  I  may  use  the  pompous  phrase 
in  the  State  of  Denmark.  I  wish  the  Conservator  had  bestowed  more 
attention  to  the  improvement  and  the  conservation,  in  the  real 
sense,  of  the  forest.  _ln  that  sense  the  Conservator  also  may  have 
a  good  deal  to  speak  in  bis  favour.  I  do  accuse  the  attitude  of 
Government  in  the  matter  of  forests  as  not  being  the  correct  one. 
To  think  that  the  Forest  Department  is  a  department  from  which 
income  should  alone  be  taken  into  account  is  not  the  correct  view 
which  ought  to  be  taken  by  Government .  More  money  should  be 
certainly  expended  on  the  forests.  In  this  point  of  view  also  I 
sympathise  the  Gonservator  for  (being  subjected  to  such  vicarious 
criticisms. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko:  Siiy.tlie  forests  are  certainly  one  of 
the  most  important  sources  of  revenue.  But  the  attention  of  the 
Conservator  is  only  directed  to  the  work  of  cutting  the  trees  and 
sending  down  the  timber.  Provisions  for  planting  new  trees  are  not 
made,  Systematic  and  scientific  efforts  are  not  made  to  improve 
our  forests.  It  seems  that  the  main  function  of  the  Forest  Depart¬ 
ment  is  only  to  prosecute  trespassers  who  may  get  into  the  reser¬ 
ved  areas.  But  no  improvement  in  any  manner  is  done  to  the 
forests.  There  are  several  experts  in  the  department.  But  their 
services  as  experts  are  not  utilised  systematically  for  improving  the 
forests.  Prosecution  of  offenders  and  trespassers  and  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  office  are  the  only  two  main  functions  of  the  Forest  De¬ 
partment.  Such  works  can  be  done  better  by  persons  who  are 
not  specialised  in  Forestry.  Efforts  should  be  made  to  make  the 
best  use  for  all  these  experts  with  a  view  to  improve  our  forests  in 
the  real  sense  of  the  term.  IVe  are  blessed  in  our  forests  which  con¬ 
tribute  a  big  source  of  wealth  and  they  should  be  preserved  very 
zealously. 

With  these  words  I  resume  my  seat, 

Mr.  R.  Dhanukoti  Pillai :  Sir,  the  policy  of  the  Forest  De¬ 
partment  was  laid  down  as  early  as  1068  when  the  Forest  Regula¬ 
tion  was  passed.  The  State  was  then  under  the  Madras  Government 
and  in  reviewing  the  Administration  Report  in  Madras  Government 
repeatedly  pointed  out  that  the  area  of  the  forests  brought  under 
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servation  was  inadequate.  Similar  observations  also  for  a  moun¬ 
tainous  country  like  Travancore  were  made  by  successive  Residents 
and  as  a  result  about  the  year  1900  the  area  under  reservation  stood 
at  about  2100  square  miles. — Reservation  of  further  areas  was  also 
in  progress. 

Mr.  Kallur  Narayana  Pillai :  6>Raej(afiiffirBG  (Brcabajroflaoo 
w\(o0  ag)d56>ffioo§s°  crun&Jo  ©KB  alias  ooc96tcnjoo|<ea"  aJ(ufUys>ce>o§<063orn 
@s)cftosni0  8aoi3d2rifflgjcno  asTY&onxixsoioocii  i^sl  aaosmoomTlffiBcm  a® 
dtosrooaltes)0  aDaiaj^u®iaoJQ.  asruoAciiDltoi  (sroel^ooojagjgliffisreo? 

President :  The  Conservacor  will  please  proceed. 

Mr.  R.  Dhanukoti  Pillai :  Later  on  after  the  formation 
of  the  Popular  Assembly  it  was  brought,  to  the  notice  of  Govern¬ 
ment  that  the  area  brought  under  reservation  was  rather  too  much 
and  more  areas  should  be  given  to  the  people  for  cultivation.  These 
subjects  came  up  so  often  from  representative  bodies  of  the  public 
that  the  Government  called  together  a  conference  of  the  officers  of 
the  Forest  and  other  Departments  at  Quilon  to  consider  this  ques¬ 
tion.  Government  laid  down  finally  the  policy  of  the  Forest  De¬ 
partment  in  the  form  of  a  Proceedings  in  1907.  In  this  proceed¬ 
ings  it  is  laid  down  that  no  further  reservation  was  to  be  made  and 
all  lands  which  were  reserved  were  to  be  consolidated  and  since  there 
was  a  demand  for  lands  for  grazing  purposes,  more  areas  should  be 
reserved  for  this  purpose.  It  was  this  policy  that  the  department 
was  following  ever  after,  There  had  been  no  deviation  as  far  as 
that  policy  was  concerned.  But  it  so  happened  that  in  some  eases 
new  situations  arose  and  Government  found  it  necessary  to  disaf¬ 
forest  lands  where  change  of  conditions  necessitated.  So  a  judicious 
policy  of  disafforestation  wms  carried  on  since  that  time  though  the 
original  idea  of  keeping  a  certain  extent  of  area  under  reservation 
was  almost  rigidly  adhered  to. 

Mr.  Kallur  Narayana  Pillai  has  been  saying  that  even  in  spite 
of  the  policy  there  has  been  increase  in  the  area  of  reserves  in  succe- 
sive  years.  Sir,  he  mentioned  a  few  so  called  extension  Reserve — 
They  are  not  new  Reserves.  They  are  areas  which  were  proposed 
for  reservation  for  sale  nearly  25  years  ago  but  were  finally  settled 
and  proceedings  completed  only  recently.  Final  notifications  under 
Section  18  were  published  only  recently  and  perhapes  it  is  this  fact 
that  makes  him  think  that  they  were  new  Reserve.  The  small  in¬ 
crease  in  areas  which  he  referred  to  was  brought  about  by  the  final 
Survey  and  demarcation  by  which  a  few  acres  here  and  a  few  acres 
there  had  to  be  adjusted.  I  may  however  assure  the  House  that 
there  were  no  reservations  made  on  a  large  scale. 


DEMAND  XII— FOREST  DEPARTMENT. 


Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  =  Was  there  any 
proposal  to  register  some  considerable  area  in  the  reserve  forests  in 
favour  of  some  people  to  whom  the  Rubber  Factory  is  leased  out  ? 

Mr.  R.  Dhanakotj  Pillai :  If  my  friend  Mr.  Tampi  refers 
to  Mr.  Swaminadhan,  the  getleman  who  has  taken  the  Rubber  Fac¬ 
tory  on  lease.  I  may  say  that  an  application  for  the  registry  of 
1000  acres  was  received  from  him  and  I  know  Government  have 
rejected  his  application. 

Then  with  regard  to  the  grazing  blocks  Mr.  Narayrna  iiyar 
pointed  out  that  the  grazicg  blocks  which  have  been  reserved  as 
such,  are  not  noiv  opened  for  cattle  to  graze.  This  is  not  so.  Graz¬ 
ing  blocks  are  reserved  for  the  convenience  of  the  people  living  in 
the  surrounding  areas  to  graze  their  cattle.  But  as  soon  as  reser¬ 
vation  is  completed  all  such  lands  are  transferred  to  the  Itevenue 
Department.  It  is  only  to  give  a  legal  status  to  such  lands  under 
the  Forest  Regulation,  the  Forest  Department  is  going  through 
the  formality  of  reserving  such  lands. 

Next  we  come  to  the  question  of  the  swampy  areas.  This  sub¬ 
ject  has  conn  before  the  Assembly  also.  Government  appointed 
several  taluk  committees  for  this  purpose  in  different  places  and 
nearly  6000  acres  of  swampy  areas  have  been  sanctioned  by  Govern, 
ment  for  disafforestation-  But  they  are  in  different  stages  of  regis¬ 
tration  and  even  now  2000  acres  of  such  lands  are  available  awaiting 
applications.  My  friend  Mr.  Govindan  had  a  request  that  such 
-swampy  areas  should  be  given  on  registry  to  theHarijm  people.  No 
body  can  be  more  sympathetic  towards  Harijan  uplift  as  I  am  and 
this  fact  the  honourable  member  himself  knows.  But  unfortunately 
it  is  not  the  Forest  Department  that  is  responsible  for  the  registry. 
When  once  such  swampy  areas  are  disafforested  they  are  handed 
over  to  the  Revenue  Department  and  registration  proceedings  are 
attended  by  them.  Then  Sir,  as  regard  conservation  and  preservation 
of  Forests,  it  is  indeed  a  great  relief  after  listening  to  demands  else- 
where  for  the  disafforestation  of  forests  extensively  that  in  this  House 
there  is  a  unanimous  cry  for  conservation  of  Forests.  Severalihonour- 
able  members  have  suggested  that  Goverment  should  take  parti, 
cular  care  to  see  that  the  forests  are'  kept  intact.  Sir,  nobody  can  be 
more  conservative  with  regard  to  the  question  of  preserving  forests 
as  I  am.  I  feel  proud  of  the  peculiar  position  I  have  attained  as  a 
jealous  guardian  of  the  Forests  as  Mr.  Govindan  said.  Mr.  Elankath 
also  expressed  the  same  opinion  though  in  a  different  form.  There 
was  a  little  ambiguity  with  regard  to  what  he  said  and  I  am  thank¬ 
ful  to  my  friend  Mr.  Fletoher  for  clearing  ii.  A  major  portion  of 
catchment  area  of  the  Kodayar  Reservoir  is  confined  to  the  valley  of 
.  the  Muthukuzhi  Yyal.  Here  the  forest  is  impenitrable  and  is 
maintained  in  its  prestine  glory,  Man  has  not  interfered  with  this 
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area.  There  is  only  a  small  portion  o£  30  square  miles  which  we 
see  just  in  front  of  the  dam  requiring  attention.  That  area  is  occu¬ 
pied  by  hillmen  who  were  there  for  a  very  long  time.  Without 
driving  them  out  it  is  not  possible  to  preserve  that  area  intact.  Two 
coupes  of  the  Virapuli  working  circle  fall  within  the  area.  But  there 
was  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  P.  W.  D.  and  the  Forest 
Department  and  finally  the  Forest  Department  had  to  confine  their 
working  to  on8  coupe  only  and  had  practically  given  up  working  the 
other  coupe.  The  only  way  by  which  the  catchment  area  can  be 
better  preserved  is  by  asking  the  hillmen  to  go  to  some  other  place. 
However  I  do  not  know  whether  by  so  doing  we  would  be  able  to 
increase  the  rainfall.  The  rainfall  dininishes  as  men  interferes  with 
nature.  Mr.  Elankath  pointed  out  that  the  original  rainfall  at 
Pechippara  was  166  inches.  It  was  120  inches  when  the  dam  was 
constructed.  Now  it  is  80  to  93  inches  and  it  may  occasionally  go 
up  to  100  inches.  So  to  increase  the  rainfall  by  merely  preserving 
the  forests  nothing  much  could  be  done.  We  are  doing  whatever 
is  possible  to  preserve  the  catchment  area.  Mr.  Fletcher'  made 
another  suggestion  with  regard  to  the  supply  of  fodder  to  the  local 
cattle.  Travancore  c  attle  is  allowed  to  graze  free  in  all  the  reserves. 
Even  in  the  Nedumangad  Reserves  the  cattle  are  allowed  to  graze 
free.  There1  was  a  place  here  where  the  Agricultural  Department 
used  to  send  their  cattle  during  the  dry  season.  With  the  abolishing 
the  cattle  farm  at  Perukkadai  this  area  has  now  been  handed 
over  to  a  co-operative  society  which  collects  a  fee  of  one  rupee  per 
month  and  look  after  the  cattle  sent  there.  Mr.  Fletcher  suggested 
the  making  of  sites  and  for  supplying  fodder  to  Trivandrum  Cattle. 
This  has  been  tried  by  the  Agricultural  Department  and  later  by  the 
Forst  Department  during  the  time  of  the  great  flood.  Unfortu- 
natly,  our  grass  is  so  coarse  that  it  does  not  lend  itself  to  the  making 
of  proper  ensilage.  Another  alternative  proposal  as  that  was  made 
was  that  grass  should  be  grown  in  the  Mukkunni  Reserve.  This  is 
a  very  small  forest  which  is  kept  as  a  Reserve  more  as  an  adorn, 
ment  for  the  town  than  for  anything  else.  Its  area  is  only  about 
300  acres,  and  it  is  all  so  rocky.  We  preserve  it  because  it  is  so 
near  the  town  and  the  people  of  the  town  can  resort  to  it  when  they 
feel  tired  of  town  life. 

Mr.  Thuppan  Nampootiri  complained  that  the  Forest  Depart- 
ment  was  felling  teak  trees  of  small  girth.  I  have  issued  a 
circular  that  no  tree  below  30  inches  girth  were  to  be  felled.  He 
referred  perhaps  to  some  trees  in  Kumaranallur  which  were  felled  to 
meet  an  urgent  demand  of  the  Electric  Department  for  some  teak 
poles  for  use  at  Kothamangalam.  It  was  then  not  possible  for  us  to 
send  teak  sapplings  from  Aryankavu  or  Konni  all  the  way  to  Neria- 
mangalam,  .  - 


DEMAND  Sill — GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION  EXCLUDING  FINANCIAL  593 
SECRETARIAT,  ACCOUNT  OFFICE,  LEGISLATIVE  BODIES  AND 
PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSIONER. 


Mr.  C.  N.  Tuppan  Namputiri :  cu51g_jor  ro\4 

ggg.  (sragcu.<a&  cfcoaioar  aigrn^a^.  ©s'Sc8>Co  »ai§ ,6>c8a06nf 
GaJOtfesaMoOo  or®  rtns!caOo<sao  acmoofrarao  a>laj®acm 


Mr.  R,  Dhanukoti  Pillai :  It  was  however  found  that 
the  poles  collected  from  private  lands  were  not  very  useful  for  the 
Electric  Department,  and  wo  had  to  abandon  the  idea  of  further 
supply  from  such  places. 

Ho  also  referred  to  the  question  of  payment  of  kudivila.  Sir, 
we  were  having  that  complaint  ever  since  the  reformed  Council 
come  into  existence.  Now,  we  have  devised  a  set  of  rules  by  which 
kudivila  is  being  paid  as  soon  as  the  timber  is  delivered  at  the  depot. 
The  real  point  is  that,  during  the  past  several  decades,  arrears  had 
accumulated  to  such  a  large  extent  that  special  staff  had  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  clear  them  off.  Now  Government  have  appointed  such 
special  staff  which  is  clearing  the  arrears  as  quickly  as  possible;  and 
every  year  provision  is  made  in  the  budget  for  about  Rs,  80,000 
for  the  payment  of  kudivila  claims.  The  work  is  progressing 
rapidly,  and  the  department  is  submitting  to  the  Government 
quarterly  statements  about  the  progress  of  the  work.  Government 
are  very  keen  in  seeing  that  the  work  is  finished  and  the  persistent 
complaint  removed  as  e  •  peditiously  as  possible- 

Mr.  Thappan  Nampootiri  also  said  that  no  receipt  is  being 
given  when  trees  are  removed  from  private  holdings.  Sir,  when 
a  tree  is  felled  from  private  land,  a  mahazar  is  prepared  with  the 
help  of  the  subordinates  of  the  Revenue  Department  ;  and,  if  the 
real  owner  of  the  property  is  on  the  spot,  a  receipt  is  also  given  to 
him.  Some  times  it  happens  that  the  real  owner  is  not  on  the  spot; 
in  such  a  case  only  the  mahazar  is  prepared  ;  no  receipt  is  given. 

The  Demand  was  put  to  vote  and  carried. 

The  grant  was  made. 

DEMAND  XIII— GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION, 
EXCLUDING  FINANCIAL  SECRETARIAT, 
ACCOUNT  OFFICE,  LEGISLATIVE  BODIES, 

AND  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSIONER. 

Rao  Bahdur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai : 

Sir,  I  rise  to  move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Rs.  2,6^,2r3,  under 
Demand  XIII — General  Administration,  excluding  Financial 
Secretariat,  Account  Office,  Legislative  Bodies  and  Public  Service 
Commissioner. 

Voi.  X.  No.  6. 
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Mr.  C.  N.  Tuppan  Namputiri  :  «uA,  srcnoob  goo  aiaio 
g'to^DooaoQ)  Q®(g)t6acnD.  saazilc&isloQfOab  cOiOg^eeaiaa-jod]  -aile)  oolA 
egoossBOo  s)Aj$isms)acmosnou  aoioob  gcgookeacrngg".  «nal<flamo 
auo<iiiu  tejo<fiacm,unao  c/xuasnaoba0  gosg-joOs  mft«80ocrfUyl|88. 
(mocQn  (sroolasono.  Koalasifflo  ancodlcaJaaobci0  o^dalooiOtflaonoTOlcro 
gxulago  a®  6icft>ogjc©sl  <?ai6n§lai(iS6)(2nT)06n(ao  eiocAru^ocuc^&iffiSl 
aai6m(03o,  coaiasraabao  ^raftcafuliflacrnatBicrro  eftnocnocre.  a®cmo(o5 
ejaalc&slooiooib  ocoffiajaDob  aJo^o<fl®l33)t9)Oej^’  eao  aaosoiih,  aecnoo 
ffl®6n§o  atao^joacaiosnf'’  ggaalcflaao  ©mjoolffi&aaabciesioeri  a4<afe»la2>o 

<fe®aorrD“  ffiroelig-joco'agjgffigjoOo  (Siogs"  sro©  Q®63ajroraiK5&  (otIksgoo 
(i®cno°  (Tuoc/ooQ)(2io©srDCiiiD0  6roiocri>  isiDisligjocfflag-jglOTCfio. 

ogjtoioasio  .ajlej  (woe^cMteiiflKJb  gjcaTlcaafflo  aivooltcbaacrbo," 
eRoefl  o4«si®loQ)0<9^i|fflsn§89riejo  ggaolqjo  aooGaoc&o  ©oe^csacei&nejo 
isiagg"  (aro°4(b|^0a(S2)l  canstflscnoaraiosiag .  ®ro(S)aca>06nto  g&ogj)  a^,<b 
dStoTlcoOtealoo)  rtnoe^osalroi  C)j)Oa-Q°  <saiasn§cnoaj.Qju  aoQm^cMneeJOCgo 
cjt^oclq“  tftodracm®)0  aigaro  c9>^iao6rto .  nruocora>l<9>Co  ao^oig^o 
aao^Jl&JOcesn  GRoefl  ggS(03ce>a2)oa6rofflri(a&  gocrSlo^o  ®«s  c^cnoac&iogjo 

a<fl>oesn§  §dq)  aoruoolro&aaobq,0  rtal<03eac$)geB  a®cmo6no0  a®aoldra  G(tno 

OToamgs1'.  go0  QilamoKormltob  ai&a®  caxig^oorolooio  rruaGKOilojajo  gsa 
eioaini}0oaicn^  c9>2a®|asti6m®3o  §D<96>ogjo  ofuQGiroTlcBQaacm0  roiltb-QJ 
02)0600  . 

gocno°  GJoab(Ugooja^c0)(2cilaa36m(O3as  gc^laolffiifflajsoarts)  ojgj 
(BTOsfla(Tjflc0i§.o  (Dscsacnossia0.  Kcmljaioo  (Si@cLQ®l(Tuoa2iO(i)  ^cmUoasas 
Gcj^ociaaobolaco  oitftajcasioafo)  (arooj<sfe  ®<o)Ocrnlo2)<8a-ioaeLi  ojea)c5?l^j 
tfceg,o  a^jc^ai((sca£(6n|“.  15014“  cosom«5>o<32)  ^000106  ©cwooltaba^cibo! 

(obanacm  ojsj  oil  00  a*  ^.0  ajodl<8aJ032>l|asn§cno0  coaiaaiacibo,  nruam 
anlaamo.  aj(g&j  onjsdjcncojfoiejo  cfeg’o-jqsnf’.  (8to68b1®co  aim 00002) 
a(Tuodlc6aacriQu  dl<9aoiaul(Bcncqjo  ajogal^jcsowi'iso  iBroslcruDocnao 
c96il(Bai6noo  ®a2lc9aroo  <2q^oa®2)ai)Q,  6>&o§modb  a®cno°  aolsnimjoon 
aaj^l®l<fiQOfn(Oi36no*  §d®  cfttf^coroflcTOo  taiO&iOToaou.tswTlaDo  agjgjOo 
iEho®6nio.  gossaacn  tfe(ja-j6SQOo  s  as  ortioVoi W>: "  sjcrfliflBfflo  anruool®6 
aaobaagsoeli  araaceiogjffiralaotSio  ra?l(C8aaai0(i-jocQjm)@J  .asya-jfflKnlacYbo 
aco®(paio  0oc^aioaaO(CPiajaa«0>otinaoa6nocTno6Oo“  amoob  aaoclas 
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cm®)0.  S2G2flcfcsla2J3oiO  smlgj"  rotoanrusaaTlfoi  cucroffixJOOo  sjcuflao 

®fflS  (5rDQJtS)0003BQ5)8.  AO^6)c9>0Sf1iai®lc9jCa)0SnD<’.  (DOffijGcafliacmlooO 

aiozyaacno0  a®  6)2otqj<?)  (yo^owl^fooccfl  SK»od>  aotB^cnosni.  a® 
cmocoi  Koalo^as  OTDoiaaooraiaOo  c&Oceaemtsf  go6a3®on  orcois)®  go§° 
eftc^iagjgflnroloDn^0  GQj6rDS)amau  ajooqjcmg)0  oig.©©  nruSiSocmaom 
ooio«r», 

§0013°  jgoalifla"  gocmooTIcm  ,5iaaicftioc®6SBOo  §©sn3ono“  a®o<ea®o 
®aflq^(i)  ®rDcoo®(gjc9jO®ocm®cm  c^jojcmcanjc^n^so#.  (BrossialoooQQj 
a&  scow)0  (Big)  (SigjcDofflo  <siDcit>:i\)©i.gy0  sq^o(i©2cib(iai06g)3)  nnlraaociDo 
aajcgfl®fflcmffljl«j6  gagg  o®(@<8aa>3  o®^_gjo  cuftraaomflmcno.  mo 
(BtlaA  (sroajnrujejo  aigj  oJIaoAo  aia»(^§«a>cniOffl6nj68>'1(oi<inffl<ma8o  ora 
acrngjoci  aLOoi  ©nruool®6fflacri!a0  tasaiais)  ajffl'laofflliflsioaoQQrifflierB. 
<i_iD§a1^®(swi  (ruoSQiaufl^fljaB  c^aicraoA^o  (srocno”  cn'.<bg^cc»l<flaoao 
oaflffiiona.  gocDlaocmHejo  §d®)“  ai(f  ioqjcmcsojcoo  (rnlcsfoidn^emfflacno  cooj 
asn2Cii>ri"l<8cr)3§o  ejociixV’ooJcn^  c&ia2?lciii6fn5®o§o  m>gj(b(wPj^s>&o 
sgcna, 

go(Bilcrooa4oaa  ojo  ®0o6iu<&  am^diaoeonfflicrnffia-ioaei  actfl 
aocBbt  Q_i0j  c0jc^icon|)68e^.o  ssn§o<9sfl<BK»)<&|' siif”  anzlcfesHojiooi)  og 
«3.ioSBcAcnlaP(nimo  gsoalaocefes  ca^|ajoao6n§ocQnracm  (Bi®8ooa>o  ®ajo@ 
610!  cm  si  cm  <a>o,oJl|<5n§“.  carotfflo  «a-io®®  ©TiccA  sjctslao®®  *«o(^gsl 
mc^i^aj^ffliDitoisitSfflQjjfino  QjoaooimjosoiaAvl^o  goegf'as  a®  mxh'&j 
ejd>  gisn8ocar|g6n§0.  @j©  (Siu^roicnifljo&ioaiS)®  c^soboiiioitnJQa-iooflo  aro 
(SOoaoeja-tooQjo  acmoaamcnaaa  oooasmcfflosno  scnfUso  asIcoiocdojo 
g.6r®3Q3)l®cm^°.  BDcuT'am  ®raslcniD3aoagj§<3tDilcQ)3sn(Ou  aO2pcasni0Q)3 
coairmoti)  raima'l^ga  crut&aj  .a®sno6BB^o  axucapigaa  ®o.  <xa]s>6na 
ciicio  (jgmflaco  (3TOocolc9)®l^(il®cnB.  Q^cmooi  gosgjsOo  aeresoal 
sas  nr\j(i>!fe|aJ(i'g-}c853®o  (BTD©003ejaJOij8ao  at)  aS  o  c&^snjW'  go<86iaJ3 
aroaajgg.  agjcnao  c^ocrbnvo  tb  wo-ioc^0  cy  o  o  cfc^6nT!cfla0  §06134°  rare 
&ajs>sne''TOo  ^iQ^®(^i§«sw»1ci»i(!>'l(flacno.  goggoonalccsiTTio  @ca  aocixBsi0 
cfci|QJoaDga.  (813)33cd®i3)  '©&  cinoefiffleAoaio  crxgiag-jGssre  ralBlcSaana. 
coajaaracAo'siabo  go®  nruixftyejii)  oiga®  ofl®  af!®eD2>oo3c^gg.fW3 
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[Mr.  C.  •N\  Tuppan  Tshunputiri.] 

^orruoisflfflgjcinoo,  rarcaa/^^aoasinDcnoo^  ,jo  o  6)  cx-gosaio  a.cr0-oa»- 
dT:®&]  coQjfflore&atQ,0  ccnQjodid)  „n  o  6)«n-- 

®ej  @_oo  ogjs&JaiioooGQ)  ggoalt&slaaJonij  og><8a!aiiai>  ajog^ocssec/oastio 

aJOt&aaofUosnj.mTl^0  .ollej  ouooocq>6bbOo  &6mo.iaiCQ)o<o&,  csrarsiiacn 
aj(D1QO®'c0a(imfB)  ooo  <mt)safiacr>  Q^ajoruc®g_j§^fmfunaoo  (sysoo i 
§0600  j*  o  6)Q--(al)  §du  erooglary0  £> firrgooQ)  ~ssa g»°.  coaiasnoiciiicfl 
©al>o  go©  rtsfl^jy©®)  raft©©  aTcrj>®ixt|',  Koalao©®  ooc&i©q— i  samoio 
6>mo  ogjono  e®oonoaoa°.  §D6®0©cio©QQ>o<ffi  ©©aod)  ajnagjgahdjjcim 
{D)lao0  ejo  ©2>osnj©o  G(Q-idjo-JliojgBu  a^jrg)  oocertjTloQJO'fflamcf©  (moalsro© 
©so.  gguTlao  eio  ©aosrud  ajoeqjcm  rrugnaioaoo  Staalaod)  &offi®offi<ft 
frulaoo  (g_)<8<uy«fl>o  ©(ogfloj  ooogj®0ce6i6m©acinoo6fio0. 

Mr.  K.  K.  KurUVilla  ( Mavelikara  and  Tiruvalla  cum 
Pattcmamiiatta )  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  submit  a  personal  explanation  on 
behalf  of  the  Samyukta  Party.  Sir,  many  members  of  the  Sarnyu- 
kta  Party,  in  the  Assembly  and  in  this  House,  have  met  me  in  the 
course  of  these  few  days  and  have  discussed  with  me  the  ideals  of 
that  party.  Some  of  them  at  least  think  that,  in  the  few  state¬ 
ments  that  I  have  made  about  communalism,  1  have  compromised 
the  ideals  of  that  party.  Whatever  that  be,  they  are  anxious,  as  I 
am,  that  there  should  be  no  misunderstanding  about  the  ideals  of 
that  party.  Mr.  Anirudhan,  the  Leader  of  the  party  here,  should 
have  given  this  explanation.  But,  he  has  let  me  do  it  since  he  and 
some  others  think  that  1  have  been  partly  responsible  for  the  mis. 
understanding. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  5  p.  m. 

E.  I.  CHACKQ, 

Secretary ,  Sri  Chitra  State  Council. 
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Thursday ,  the  12th  August,  1937 /28th  Karhatalcam ,  1112- 

The  Council  met  again  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall,  at 
eleven  of  the  clock  ,  the  President,  Sachivottama  Sir  C.  P.  Rama- 
swami  Aiyar,  ic.  c.  I.  e,,  presiding. 

MEMBERS  SWORN. 

The  following  members  took  the  oath  and  signed  the  rolls  : — 

1.  Mr,  C.  0.  Mudhavau,  b.  a.,  b.  l.,  {Excise  Commis¬ 

sioner.) 

2.  Mr.  K.  R.  Narayana  Aiyar,  b.  a.,  m.  sc,,  f.  c.  s., 

(. Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  ) 

3.  Mr.  N.  K.  Padmanabha  Pillai,  f-  b.  s.  a.,  {Director  oj 

Registration  and  Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  Companies.) 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 

Applications  for  sanction  to  prosecute  police  officers. 

52.  #  Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  ( Trivandrum 
and  Nedumangad  cum  Chirayinltil)  :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  : 

{a)  the  number  of  applications  made  by  private  parties  to 
Government  to  prosecute  police  officers  for  the  last  four  years ; 

(■ b )  the  number  of  applications  for  which  sanction  was  re¬ 
jected  ; 

(c)  whether  any  enquiry  was  made  before  such  applications 
were  rejected  ;  and 

(d)  the  number  of  complaints  of  physical  violence  preferred 
against  Police  Inspectors  by  private  parties  before  Government  till 
19-11-1112  in  the  current  Malabar  year  ? 

G.  P.  T.  193.  350.  7-2-1113. 
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Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  ( Commissioner  of  Police) : 

(a)  9. 

(b)  6. 

(c)  Yes. 

(d)  6. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair :  With  reference 
to  part  (b)  of  the  question,  may  I  know  whether  any  enquiry  is 
going  on  even  now  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar:  Ill  certain  cases,  enquiries 
have  been  over  and  I  have  dealt  with  the  Inspectors  concerned-  In 
a  few  cases,  enquiries  are  still  going  on. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  :  May  I  know  the 
number  of  c:ise3  in  respect  of  which  enquiries  are  going  on  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  =  Three. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  ( Trivandrum  and  Nedu¬ 
mangad  cum  Chirayinkil)  :  May  I  know  whether  there  is  any 
application  for  sanction  to  prosecute  the  Kazhakuttam  Inspector  ?  ' 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar :  The  matter  is  under  enquiry. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  =  May  1  know  whether 
any  deputation  waited  on  the  Police  Commissioner  in  regard  to  the 
same  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  There  was. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib:  May  I  know  what 
action  was  taken  in  respect  of  that  ? 

.  ,,  Mr-  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  The  matter 'is  under  enquiry. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahima.n  Sahib:  May  I  know  whether 
the  complaint  was  in  respect  of  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  Ins¬ 
pector? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  Yes. 

Work  turned  out  by  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee. 

53.  ^Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai:  ( Quilon  cum 
Kunnatiur )-.  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  the  date  on  which  the  Statutes  Bevision  Committee  was 
appointed  ; 

(6)  the  (number  of  statutes  revised  by  the  committee  till 
Karkatakam  1112  M.  e.  ;  and 

(c)  the  amount  thus  far  spent  for  this  purpose  ? 

Mr-  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai  ( Additional 

Bead  Sirkar  Vakil j  :  (a)  12th  September  1935. 

(b)  One. 

(c)  Rs.  9,255  till  the  end  of  Edavam  1112, 
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IVlr.  Kottur  KunjiikrishaPillai:  What  is  the  name  of 
the  statute  evised  ? 

Mr-  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai:  TheTravancore 
Penal  Code. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  May  I  know  whe¬ 
ther  the  amount  spent  is  for  the  daily  allowance  of  the  Committee  ? 
Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai :  Ho,  Sir. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  May  I  know  whe¬ 
ther  any  daily  allowance  is  paid  to  the  members  of  the  Committee? 
Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  :  May  I  know  whe¬ 
ther  the  expenditure  is  due  to  the  pay  given  to  the  Secretary  ? 

Mr-  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai  :  Yes,  inter 

alia- 


Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

64.  ^  Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  ( Karunagapalli ,  Kartikapalli 

and  Amhalapjuzha  cum  Shertala ):  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  the  present  Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  holds  any  diploma  or  degree  in  agriculture  ;  and 

(b)  whether  there  is  any  one  in  the  service  of  the  State  hold¬ 
ing  a  R  Sc.  degree  in  agriculture  ? 

Mr.  K,  R.  Narayana  Aiyar  ( Director  oj  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries )  =  (a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes.  There  are  several. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan:  What  is  the  degree  held  by  the 
Director  ? 

Mr.  K.  R.  Narayana  Aiyar-.  B.  A.  of  the  Madras 
University  and  M.  Sc.,  of  the  New  Jersey  University. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  S  May  I  know  whether  these  degrees 
relate  to  Agriculture  ? 

Mr.  K-  R.  Narayana  Aiyar;  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  K.  R-  Elankath  ( Kalkulam  and  Vilavanlod  cum 
Neyyaitinkara ) :  May  I  know  how  many  such  qualified  persons 
were  there  in  the  department  when  Mr.  Narayana  Aiyar  was  ap¬ 
pointed  as  the  Director  ? 

Mr.  K,  R.  Narayana  Aiyar ;  I  claim  notice. 
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Muslims  in  the  Agricultural  Department. 

55.  ^  Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  '•  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  a  statement  showing  : 

( а )  the  number  of  Muslims  drawing  Rs.  20  and  above  per 
mensem  in  the  Agricultural  Department ;  and 

{b)  the  total  number  of  Muslims  in  that  department  in  any 
grade  of  service  ? 

Mr.  K.  R.  Narayana  Aiyar  .  fa)  Nil. 

(б)  Three. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib :  May  I  know  the  pay 
of  these  three  people  ? 

Mr.  K.  R.  Narayana  Aiyar  .  Rs.  9  to  11. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  ;  May  I  know  when 
they  were  entertained  ? 

Mr.  K.  R.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  One  in  1082  m.  e.  ;  one  in 
1103  and  the  third  in  1106. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  May  I  know  whether 
they  are  permanent  hands  ? 

Mr.  K.  R.  Narayana  Aiyar :  Two  are  permanent  and 
one  is  temporary. 

Adoption  of  labour-saving  devices  j or  cultivation. 

56.  fMr.  M-  K.  Ananthasiva  Aiyar  ( Nominated )  :  Will 

the  Government  be  pleased  to  state: 

(a)  whether  they  have  received  any  representations  con¬ 
cerning  the  difficulties  of  the  agriculturists  in  the  matter  of  secur¬ 
ing  labour  and  suggesting  the  desirability  of  labour-saving  devices 
being  adopted  ;  and 

(b)  if  so,  what  action  has  been  taken  in  the  matter  ? 

^Mr.  K.R.  Narayana  Aiyar:  (a)  Yes. 

(b)  Rules  regarding  the  grant  of  loans  to  agriculturists  for 
the  purchase  of  agricultural  implements  and  labour  saving  ma¬ 
chinery,  etc. ,  are  under  the  consideration  of  Government. 

Mr-  M.  K.  Ananthasiva  Aiyar :  May  I  know  whether 
the  Director  of  Agriculture  has  entered  into  correspondence  with 
any  firm  in  regard  to  the  getting  down  of  labour-saving  devices  ? 

Mr.  K.  R.  Narayana  Aiyar  ;  Yes,  Sir. 

Qualifications  of  the  Director  oj  Industries. 

57.  ^Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  ;  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  the  present  Director  of 
Industries  has  got  any  special  qualification  _in  painting,  carpentry, 
emithery  or  textiles  ? 
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Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr*  N.  Kunjan 

Pilla!  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  :  No. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  ;  May  I  know 
whether  the  Director  of  Industries  Hs  making  independent  inspec¬ 
tions  of  schools  teaching  painting,  carpentry,  smithery  and  textiles  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 

Pillai  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  :  May  I  know 
the  number  of  inspections  he  has  made  during  1111  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 
Pillai :  I  claim  notice. 

Grant-in-aid  schools  teaching  painting,  carpentry,  smithery 
and  textiles. 

58.  ^Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair:  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  give  a  taluk-war  statement  of  the  schools 
teaching  painting,  carpentry,  smithery  and  textiles  receiving  grants 
from  Government,  giving  also  the  names  of  their  respective 
managers  ? 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das  ( Director  of  Industries)  ■■  The 
statement*  is  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair:  May  I  know 
whether  any  grants  are  now  being  given  by  the  Director  of  Indu¬ 
stries  contrary  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Experts  concerned  ? 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das  :  Whether  the  recommendations  are 
in  favour  of,  or  against,  cannot  be  disclosed- 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair;  May  I  know 
whether  grants  are  now  being  paid  in  respect  of  item  Nos.  5  and  6 
in  the  statement  ? 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das ;  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair :  May  I  know 
whether  there  is  any  instance  in  which  the  technical  experts  have 
specifically  recommended  that  grants  should  not  be  given  to  certain 
schools  ? 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das:  Their  recommendations  cannot  be 
divulged- 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  May  I  know  whether 
grants  are  given  to  these  various  schools  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Director  of  Industries  ?  . 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das  :  His  recommendations  may  or  may 
not  be  accepted. 

*Vide  Appendix  I  at  page  407. 
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Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  I  do  not  want  to 
know  the  recommendations.  All  that  I  want  to  know  is  whether 
it  is  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Director  that  grants  are  being 
given  ? 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das  :  The  Director  makes  recommend¬ 
ations. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  =  May  I  know 
whether  the  Director  is  qualified  to  understand  the  desirability 
of  allowing  grants  to  these  technical  schools  ? 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai-  What  are  the 
qualifications  of  the  Director,  for  instance,  regarding  textiles  ? 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das  :  The  Textile  Expert  reports  on  the 
matter  and  the  Director  also  makes  his  inspections. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  May  I  know  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  on  the  independent  recommendation  of  the  Director  of 
Industries  that  grants  are  being  sanctioned  ? 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das  :  No,  Sir. 


Compositors  in  the  Government  Press. 

59.  ^  Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju  ( Nominated ) :  Will 
the  Govermnet  be  pleased  to  state : 

(a)  the  number  of  compositors,  including  piece-workers,  in 
the  Government  Press  at  present  ; 

(b)  the  number  of  Christians  among  them  ; 

(c)  whether  Christian  compositors  are  now  being  compelled 
to  work  on  Sundays  }  and 

(d)  the  number  of  hours  for  which  the  compositors  in  the 
Government  Press  are  now  made  to  work  daily  excepting  Sundays, 
and  including  over-time  work  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai : 

(а)  145. 

(б)  21. 

(c)  Yes,  when  such  extra  work  is  found  unavoidable. 

id)  There  is  no  limit  now  fixed  beyond  which  the  employees 
cannot  be  required  to  work,  and  as  such,  work  is  continued  however 
late  it  be  till  the  urgent  item  is  finished.  Thus  the  maximum  the 
men  have  to  work  may,  at  times,  though  very  rarely,  go  up  to  20 
hours  or  more  as  the  case  may  be,  with  of  course  short  recess  for 
tiffin. 
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Rule  re  ‘proximity  o  liquor  shops  to  public,  places. 

60.  #  Mrs.  Abernam  Gnanasikhamoney  ( Nominated ): 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(«)  whether  there  is  any  rule  laying  down  the  least  distance 
that  should  exist  between  toddy  and  arrack  shops  and  public  places 
such  as  schools  ; 

(b)  i£  the  answer  to  part  («)  is  in  the  affirmative,  what  that 
rule  is  }  and 

(c)  whether  that  rule  is  voilated  in  any  place  in  the  State  ? 
Mr.  C-  O.  Madhavan  ( Excise  Commissioner)  :  (a)  There 

is  no  rule.  But  there  is  a  departmental  circular. 

(b)  The  circular  is  to  the  effect  that,  wherever  practicable,  no 
arrack  or  teddy  shop  should  be  located  within  2  furlongs  of  a 
market,  school  house,  place  of  public  worship,  hospital,  factory, 
public  place,  railway  lines  and  similar  places  of  public  resort, 

(c)  No. 


Statement ,  by  caste,  of  the  staff  of  the  Co-operative 
Department. 

61.  ^  Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  ( Thodupuzha  cum  Minachil) : 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  give  a  caste-war  statement  of 
the  staff  in  the  Co-operative  Department  ? 

Mr,  P.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  {Ag.  Registrar  of  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Societies) :  The  statement  required  is  furnished  below  : — 


I.  Hindus 

Brahmins  ...  ...  7 

Nayars  ...  21 

Ezhavas  ...  ...  5 

Other  Hindus ...  ...  12 

II.  Muslims 
III.  Christians 

Marthomite  ...  ....  2 

Syrian  Catholic  ...  1 

Latin  Catholic  ...  2 

South  Indian  United  Church  4 

Other  Christians  2 


46 
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Promotion  of  undergraduate  clerics. 

62-  #  Mr.  K.  M.  Korah  ( Vaikam ,  Kottayam  and  Changa- 
nachery  cum  Peermade )  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on 
the  table  a  copy  of  the  order  that  undergraduates  shall  not  be  taken 
to  appointments  carrying  a  pay  of  more  than  Its.  100. 
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Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  ( Financial 
Secretary  to  Government )  :  A  *cop.y  of  para  10  of  G.  0.  R.  0.  C. 
No.  680/35-1/Grenl.,  dated  the  16th  April  1935.  containing  the 
orders  for  regulating  the  appointment  and  promotion  of  non¬ 
graduates  after  the  date  of  standardisation  to  appointments  carry¬ 
ing  a  pay  of  more  than  Rs.  100,  is  placed  on  the  table. 

Mr.  K.  M.  Korah  :  May  I  know  whether  any  under¬ 
graduate  has  been  appointed  to  any  office  carrying  above  Rs.  100  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  :  I  am  not  aware- 
Communal  representation  in  public  service. 

63.  ^Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju;  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  appointments  to  the  public  service  are  now 
made  in  accordance  with  the  principle  of  communal  representation  ; 
and 

(5)  if  so,  on  which  of  the  bases,  caste,  race  or  religion,  has 
the  division  into  communities  been  made  therefor  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 
Pillai !  (a)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  Public  Service  Recruit¬ 
ment  Rules,  1111,  published  at  pages  1-22  of  Part  I  of  the  Gazette, 
dated  18-2-19S6. 

(b)  The  member  is  referred  to  paragraph  8  of  G.  0.  R.  Dis 
No.  893/Genl.,  dated  25-6-1935,  published  at  pages  1243  to  1250 
of  Part  I  of  the  Gazette,  dated  25-6-1935. 

Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju:  aot)  «l-  ®.  oflco6  o®aoi>o 

®Aio|)®(orioio  aatusl  dhosrfflorril^y.  csrogg  o®ao)06>snocnD  ajotmosao? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 

Pillai :  The  principles  on  which  recruitment  is  made  are  explained 
in  that  G.  O. 

Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju:  o®acti>o  e^uoejo. 

«0(bS1,  am>o,  aiggo  goujofflaomjiol^oasmo  (ru£$so<n)a<oKn  mfirnlojlsaa 
ig“?  oronnioo  o&osnoorriljy.  ffirtrtnosrro0  o0oblt09u  <sro 

cfloeosnagg"? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 

The  answer  is  given  there.  If  the  honourable  member  reads  the 
G-  O.,  he  will  find  that  the  classification  is  based  on  religion  and 
caste. 

Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju  .  ojggaana  (ffms'laufloooag-j? 
mrin  (STOffiBaoo  a®cma<8anD0  ajoagrrnrof? 


Yide'^ Appendix II,  page  410.. 
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Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 
Pillai  .  It  is  based  on  religion  and  caste  only. 

Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju:  o'ejitsloaai)  orcsloraooooagj 

§<BTO)lcQ)06'n!Du  fiTOSSBSXD  Qlleal^l^aa.5!C3)ffiI'(a6  aro3  (2(tn0CDjt9fllffloi)O  <a\ 
(ylejgg.  mT|oicQ)CTi>d0i«.ora)o  fil nsacnajo  eJtmtsflafccajSvtnmoailceaecncsjiaaseiel 
©axmosno  aiissltfiacrn©0? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 

Pillai  :  The  Syrian  Catholics  and  Lafin  Catholics  are  not  the  same 
in  every  respect. 

Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju:  oo'omo,  eooa,  (©s-ajoroo,  a 
gaps,  amiajloojomjo  goajanrgjoo  aomocQflgsaajffitocnjfflgj  mjocuotoano 
mJOoaTl  ass  nmqsoofflffiacno  ajooa©g_j§rm@“? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 
Pillai  :  The  honourable  member  can  make  his  own  inference.  I 
have  given  the  basis  on  which  the  classification  has  b;en  made. 

Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju:  <m<i,  (srorohaoog-jocSlQQjgg. 
<arDcf,Q4u  o®ciDl<fi9  coQJfflsracibciaacQjdltoinflcnoo  <fl»l<8i6n§«r>oenBu?  aroeg 
aOo  coaiasnaobolacn  (g-j(©l0Dlajlca>6lIfiaa)n)060i5o  ©.oicgjangD0. 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 

Pillai  :  On  behalf  of  Government  I  have  stated  that  that  is  the 
principle  on  which  the  classification  has  been  made. 

Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju  :  a®0  (sroaocnj®l^joafit)“  ore 

6®s1s>.t>  mTIfifl  ojlgsa armcna  o_0(pjcm.  (srassslacDooioasmfflilaii 
i2®)ocojtftmfflcii)0  te?l^l<a6  a ©©  a v anoDjocrucrtslffib  g.Oo'aajlflffllcSQrm 
mJlolcn)cibce5!S®«n3eric9«c-oo(pji  ajffiToflabcejeoiaoejlcaaeoocsjjo  ag)6Bs|©GD 
Qa)06no“  ©ansae®  I  afl@en^jlffll<ea(m@"? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N  Kunjan  Pillai : 
Sir,  as  far  as  my  information  goes,  there  is  some  difference  between 
the  Syrian  Catholics  and  the  Latin  Catholics,  and  it  is  on  that  basis 
that  the  classification  has  been  adopted. 

Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju  :  mas>\(sA  aq^amosm  cull 

aQoaf>oa>°  a£)cno  a_ioa?ajDol>  sxrajsngoaisao? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai ; 

I  claim  no  rice. 

Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju:  omb,  cocujsraciic},"  ogj©©) 
ffildejo  acts  (Q_:jOJ<?>asrml  ©.oja^lsf  rmBirolaroa-jodl  cmioejo^iD^scQJOOo 
“a^mnasonogicnj0’  c^)cno  Qjooqjcm’nCfflcio^ool  at®  a&Lco  siroocrt 

(SISOlOOjJ©^?™. 

VoL  X  No.  7* 
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President :  Order,  order.  It  is  a  fairly  well-known  matter 
of  procedure  that,  whereas  any  honourable  member  can  put  questions 
the  honourable  members  on  the  Treasury  Benches,  in  so  far  as  they 
have  not  had  adequate  notice  when  new  points  are  raised,  are  en¬ 
titled  to  claim  notice.  Evidently,  the  Chief  Secretary,  on  this 
occasion,  claims  notice  because  the  difference,  which  is  not  recognised 
by  or  appreciated  by  the  honourable  questioner,  is  a  difference  which 
has  been  brought  home  to  the  mind  of  the  Government  and,  in  view 
of  the  question  which  has  now  been  propounded,  he  wants  further 
time  to  consider  whether  there  is  any  difference  between  a  Syrian 
Catholic  and  a  Latin  Catholic.  I  think  the  honourable  member 
speaking  on  behalf  of  Government  is  entitled  to  that  notice,  as  this 
is  a  matter  which  has  not  yet  been  raised  on  the  floor  of  this  House. 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  ( Nominated )  :  Is  there  inter-marriage 
between  the  Latin  Catholics  and  the  Syrian  Catholics  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N-  Kunjan  Pillai . 

I  am  sorry,  Sir,  I  have  to  claim  notice. 
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Appendix  I. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No  58. 
Grant-in-aid  schools  teaching,  painting,  carpentry,  srqithery 
and  textiles. 


No. 

Name  of  Schools. 

|  Taluk. 

1 

Name  of  Managers. 

1 

Pnthalam  Orphanage  Indu¬ 
strial  School 

Agastisvaram 

Eev.  S.  V.  Daniel. 

2 

Kannimadom  Weaving 
School 

Do. 

S.  Paul  Daniel. 

3 

Neyyoor  Weaving  Institute 

Kalkulam 

S.  Eumaia  Pillai. 

4 

St.  Joseph’s  Weaving 
School,  Pnthenkada 

Do. 

Eev.  Pr,  P.  B. 
Iiebiera. 

5 

K.  E.  Y.  Weaving  Institute, 
Mekamandapam 

Do. 

E.  Kunjukrishna 
Pillai. 

6 

Y.  M.  C-  A.  Industrial 
School,  Martandam 

Vilavankod 

J-  JesudaS 

7 

Sahayavilasom  Weaving 
School,  Piracode 

Do. 

D.  A.  Jacob. 

8 

Kamala  Vilasom  Weaving 
School,  Koilencode 

Do. 

C.  Joys. 

9 

St.  Joseph’s  Weaving 
School,  Puliuvila,  Neyyat- 
tinkara 

Neyyattinkara 

A.  Georgnll  Eoche. 

10 

Dharma  Yilasom  Weaving 
School,  Parisuvakal 

Do. 

M.  S-  SathiaDas. 

11 

Thirupuram  Weaving 
School 

Do. 

M.  Joseph. 

12 

Sri  Velayudha  VilasomWea- 
ving  School,  Arumanoor. 

Do. 

K.  Velayudha  Pani- 
ckar. 

13 

Kuttaninna  Weaving  School 
Puliuvila 

'  Do. 

J.  Samuel. 

14 

Little  Plower  Weaving 
School,  Puliuvila 

Do. 

N.  S.  Culas. 

15 

Muttakad  Weaving  School 

Do. 

B.  Nallathamby. 

16 

Kalathani  Weaving  School 

Do. 

D.  Ambrose. 

17 

Vittivila  Weaving  School 

Do- 

T.  Vaidyanathan. 

18 

Chenkal  Weaving  School 

Do. 

P.  Manasseh 

19 

Chempur  Weaving  School 

Do- 

P.  Charles. 

20 

Kodankara  Weaving  School 

Do 

A.  Androse 

21 

Paraniyam  Weaving  School 

Do- 

A.  Zachariah 

22 

Adventpuram  Weaving 
School 

Do- 

P.  David. 

23 

Arayoor  Weaving  School 

Do. 

G.  Gabriel. 
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No.  j 

Name  of  Schools. 

Taluks. 

Name  of  Managers. 

24 

Sri  Rama  Vilasom  Weaving 
School,  Balaramapuram 

Neyyattinkara 

S-  Ramaswami. 

25 

Kottukal  Charivuvila  Wea¬ 
ving  School 

Do. 

M.  Lazar. 

26 

L.  M.  S.  Carpentry  School, 
Parassala 

Do. 

Rev.  Paul  Nesaironi 

M.  A.  B.  D.  (Hons.) 

27 

Sri  Chiihira  Vilasom  Wea¬ 
ving  School,  Venganoor 

Do. 

Ayyan  Kali. 

28 

Kulathoor  Weaving  School 

Do. 

V-  Raghavan  Nair. 

29 

Sri  Yesu  Asramam  Wea¬ 
ving  School,  KunnapuZha 

Trivandrum 

A.  Isaac. 

30 

Sarvamangala  Industrial 
School,  Palkulangara 

Do. 

Mrs.  Raj am  Padrna- 
nabha  Pillai. 

31  . 

R,  V-  Drawing  and  Painting 
Institute,  Port,  Trivan¬ 
drum 

Do. 

K.  Padmanabhan 
Thampi. 

32 

St-  Mary  Vilasom  Weaving 
School)  Poonthura 

Do. 

J.  Devadas. 

33 

Sri  Padmanabhavilasom 
Weaving  School,  Manakad 

Do. 

P.  Raman  Pillai 

34 

Sri  Krishnavilasom  Weaving 
.  .  School,  Nedumangad 

Nedumangad 

A.  Krishna  Pillai. 

35 

Dasvilas  Weaving  School, 
Chullimanoor 

Do. 

N.  Devadasan. 

36 

S.  N.  D.  S.  Orphanage  We¬ 
aving  School,  Varkala 
Chirayinkil 

Chirayinkil 

Swatni  Dharma 
Theerthan  B.  A., 

L.  L.  B. 

37 

Shunnmkavilasom  Weaving 
School,  Keeshattingal 

Do. 

M.  Sankara  Pillai. 

38 

Bhagavathy  Vilasom  Weav¬ 
ing  School,  Chirayinkil 

Do. 

K.  Siva6ankara  Pillai 

39 

Attingal  Weaving  Institute 

Do. 

A.  Sivaramakrishna 
Iyer. 

K.  Krishnan  Asari. 

40 

Sri  Krishna  Vilasom  Car¬ 
pentry  School,  Keezhat- 
tingal 

Do. 

41 

Sri  SaradaVilasom  Smithery 
School,  Koonthalloor 

Do. 

K.  R.  Grovindan  Asari 

42 

Pulirnath  Krishnavilasom 
Weaving  School 

Do. 

N.  Madhava  Kurup. 

43 

Nazareth  Orphanage  Weav¬ 
ing  School,  Itticara 

Quilon 

Rev-  Fr,  Thusnelda. 
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No 

Name  of  Schools. 

Taluks. 

Name  of  Managers. 

44 

S.  II.  V.  Industrial  School, 
Paravoor 

Quilon 

A.  K.  N.  Das. 

4b 

E.  V.  School  of  Painting, 
Mavelikara 

Mavelikara 

Manikkath  Madhava 
Menon. 

46 

Onattukara  Weaving  School 

Do. 

N.  Raman  Pillai. 

47 

Chettikulangara  Mat  Weav¬ 
ing  School 

Do. 

K.  N.  Govinda  Pillai. 

48 

St.  Joseph’s  Weaving  Insti¬ 
tute,  Changanachery 

Changana- 

chery 

Rev.  Fr,  Joseph  Ithi- 
parampil. 

49 

St.  Patricks  Weaving 

School,  Mundakayam 

Do. 

Rev.  i'r.  Valentine. 

50 

C.  M.  S.  Weaving  School, 
Thiruvalla 

Thiruvalla 

Rev.  T,  E.  Abraham 

51 

|  St.  Mary’s  Weaving  School, 
f  Kail  oo  para 

Do. 

P.  V.  Kochu 

V  arghese. 

52 

Padmodhayam  Weaving 
School,  Piralasseri 

Do. 

P.  N.  Vasu  Kutty. 

53 

C.  M,  S.  Industrial  School, 
Kottayam 

Pampady  Weaving  School 

Kottayam 

Rev.  T.  K.  Benjamin. 

54 

Do. 

V.  Kurian 

55 

Kumarakam  Kumaravilasom 
Weaving  School 

Do. 

P.  K.  Govinda 

Panickar. 

56 

Thuravoor  Weaving  School 

Shertala 

D  .K  .MadhavaKartha 

57 

Bhagavathyvilasom  Weav¬ 
ing  School,  Uzhuva 

Do, 

C.  N.  Kutten 

Panickar. 

58 

Coir  Industrial  School,  Thy- 
cattuseri 

Do. 

P.  J.  Kunjavira 

Tharakan 

59 

Lekshnai  Vilasom  Weaving 
School,  Thuravoor 

Do. 

Charathan  Chathan, 

60 

Yechcor  Subhodayam  Weav¬ 
ing  School 

Vaikom 

N.  Raman  Pillai. 

61 

St.  Rita’s  Weaving  School, 
Kattoor 

Ambalapuzha 

Sister  M.  Elizabeth. 

62 

Nirdhana  Mitraru  Cottage 
Industries  School  Pizhaku 

Meenachil 

Sy.  K.  Lekshmi 

Aronra. 

63 

St.  Thomas  Weaving  School 
Mookannoor 

Kunnathunad 

Rev.  Fr.  Thomas 
Panat. 

64 

Holy  Family  Industrial 
School,  Karukutty 

Do. 

Jos.  Koikara, 

65 

The  Always  Settlement, 
Carpentry  School 

Parur 

Settlement  Council, 
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Appendix  II. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  62 

Extract  of  G.  0.  R.  0  C.  No-  6S0/35-1/G1.  dated 
16th  April  1937. 

Para  10.  The  ministerial  posts  have  been  divided  into  six 
grades.  The  lowest  grade  is  in  the  scale  of  Rs.  20-1/2-25  and  the 
next  grade  is  Rs.  25-3/2-40.  Graduates  wishing  to  enter  the  clerical 
service  will,  as  far  as  possible,  be  recruited  to  the  latter  grade.  Non¬ 
graduates  in  the  lower  grade  may,  however,  ba  promoted  to  the 
Rs.  25-40  grade  in  the  order  of  seniority  and  in  the  proportion  of 
one  to  every  three  graduates  recruited.  Promotion  to  the  next 
higher  grade  of  Rs.  40-7  0  shall  be  given  only  to  those  who  have 
passed  the  Account  Test,  the  proportion  between  graduates  and  non¬ 
graduates  being  maintained  as  before.  Promotion  to  the  next  higher 
grade  of  Rs.  75-100  shall  ordinarily  be  made  in  the  order  of 
seniority  the  proportion  of  1:3  between  non-graduates  and  graduates 
being  maintained  in  the  total  strength  of  the  staff  in  that  grade  The 
recruitment  and  promotion  to  the  next  higher  grade,  Rs.  100-125, 
shall  be  confined  exclusively  to  graduates. 

Heads  of  Departments  may  with  the  sanction  of  Government 
recruit  directly  any  candidate  with  special  academic  distinction  to 
any  of  the  scales  mentioned  above  provided  the  proportion  of  such 
recruitments  does  not  exceed  10  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  vacan¬ 
cies  in  that  scale  in  any  year. 


V oting  on  Demands  for  Grants.  ( Continued .) 

Demand  XIII — General  Administration.  {Continued.) 

President :  The  House  will  now  resume  discussion  on 

Demand  XIII. 

Mr.  K.  K.  Kuruvilia  {Mavelikarci  and  Tiruvalla  cum  Pcitta- 
namtitta )  ;  Sir,  I  oppose  the  motion  in  order  to  discuss  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  recruitment  to  the  Secretariat.  In  discussing  this  question 
I  want  to  assure  the  House  that  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  are 
anxious  as  any  one  else  that  the  standard  of  recruitment  should  be 
as  high  as  possible,  and  that  we  do  not  want  to  sacrifice  efficiency 
for  anything  else.  We  also  want  to  assure  the  House  that  we  are 
not  anxious  to  oust  anyone  from  his  office  in  order  that  we  may 
comfortably  step  into  his  place.  Conscience  ig  rather  a  troublesome 
companion  to  make  us  comfortable  if  we  do  so.  What  we  plead 
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for  is  that  there  should  be  individual  and  communal  justice.  If 
there  are  individual  wrongs  and  communal  wrongs,  they  must  be 
set  right.  I  hope  that  this  ideal  which  we  are  keeping  before  us 
will  have  the  sympathy  of  the  whole  House-  If  there  is  any  differ¬ 
ence,  I  suppose  it  will  be  on  the  practical  working  out  of  the  pro- 
olem  of  justice.  If  there  are  differences  there  are  two  ways  in 
which  we  may  set  them  right.  If  the  differences  are  irreconcilable, 
probably  we  may  accept  the  philosophy  of  Karl  Marx  and  begin  a 
class  war  till  (he  proletariat  wins.  On  the  oilier  hand  if  we  agree 
on  the  general  principles,  the  differences  can  be  settled  through 
negotiation,  a  method  which  Lord  Halifax  had  adopted  when  he 
had  to  deal  with  the  Congress.  As  a  teacher  of  many  years  experi¬ 
ence,  and  as  one  who  had  been  dealing  with  children,  I  am  always 
interested  in  the  latter  method.  I  want  therefore  to  approach  this 
que-tion  of  recruitment  to  the  Secretariat  and  other  departments 
along  three  lines.  Firstly,  the  Government  should  consider  whether 
the  departments  that  are  now  excluded  from  the  purview  of  the 
Commissioner  cannot  be  brought  within  his  control.  If  that  can  be 
managed,  I  suppose  it  will  be  a  very  great  relief  to  many  people  in 
this  House.  Secondly,  in  the  working  of  the  scheme,  if  the  Com¬ 
missioner  finds  any  difficulty  to  carry  out  his  ideas,  then  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  should  not  wait  till  the  end  of  three  years,  but  remedies 
.  should  be  found  as  things  advance.  And  thirdly  I  heard  Dr.  Nokes 
in  one  of  his  statements  say  that  he  recommended  2,000  people  for 
appointment.  But  he  did  not  say  how  many  out  of  these  were 
actually  appointed.  I  feel  that  if  there  is  some  system  by  which  it 
will  be  possible  for  us  to  know  how  many  out  of  these  two  thous¬ 
and  were  really  appointed,  we  can  solve  some  of  our  ^difficulties.  I 
therefore  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  the  Government  whether 
it  should  be  possible  to  have  some  kind  of  Board  which  will  have 
the  authority  to  check  the  appointments  that  are  made  by  certain 
departments  on  the  recommendations  of  the  Public  Service  Comis- 
sioner.  These  are  the  three  suggestions  that  I  have  to  make. 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N-  Kunjan  Pillai: 
Sir,  I  may  inform  the  member  that  what  Dr.  Mokes  stated  was 
that  he  advised  the  appointing  authorities  in  the  case  of  two  thous¬ 
and  appointments  and  that  in  no  case  was  his  recommendation 
turned  down. 

Mr,  K  K.  Kuruvila  :  If  Dr.  Nokes  had  told  us  how  many 
of  the  persons  he  recommended  were  appointed,  we  would-  have 
been  really  satisfied.  As  a  member  of  - the  Samyuktha  party,  I 
would  like  to  place  these  three  suggestions  before  Government  and 
would  like  to  know  from  the  Chief  Secretary  how  far  he  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  accept  them- 
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Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  ( Nominated )  :  Sir  I  oppose 
the  demand  on  the  ground  that  a  portion  of  the  money  which 
ought  to  go  legitimately  to  the  Muslims  is  being  misappropriated 
by  others. 

Sir  from  the  speeches  delivered  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  on 
every  day  and  by  almost  every  member,  is  made  clear  to  our 
Government  and  to  the  world  at  large  that  there  exists  in  the  body 
politic  of  Travancore,  a  great  disease  call  it  communalism, nationalism 
or  progressivism.  The  way  in  which  this  subject  of  communal  re- 
presentatin  is  dealt  with  by  the  honourable  members,  is  not  in  any 
way  conducive  to  the  well-being  of  our  country.  One  who  lias  a 
little  conscience,  who  has  an  atom  of  sincerity,  ought  to  look  at  this 
problem  dispassionately  and  must  try  to  put  an  end  to  this  cancer, 
which  has  entered  into  the  vitals  of  our  society.  I  cannot  imagine 
for  a  moment  how  thick  friends,  life-long  friends,  wash  their  dirty 
linen  inside  this  honourable  House.  I  speek  with  the  most  sincere 
desire  that  there  should  be  an  end  of  it.  I  would  not  have  touched 
this  question  at  all  to-day  but  for  the  fact  that  some  members  try  to 
to  make  capital  out  of  it  whenever  they  get  an  opportunity. 

Sir,  of  course  there  are  two  sides  to  this  question  as  in  every 
other  question.  A  vast  majority  of  the  people,  representing  the  un¬ 
represented*  put  forth  their  plea,  that  equal  justice  must  be  done  to 
all,  that  equal  opportunities  must  be  given  to  all,  to  serve  their 
country.  They  say,  that  Public  Service  cannot  be  a  monopoly. 
The  important  reason  for  this  monopoly,  termed  as  the  historical 
reason,  arises  somewhat  this  way.  Some  communities  cared  to 
carry  on  their  agricultural  profession  which  in  the  past  was  very 
paying  and  lucrative  and  led  a  contented  and  peaceful  life.  Some 
others  carried  on  their  commercial  business  and  brought  wealth  and 
prosperity  to  the  country.  Yet  others,  especially  those  near  the 
capital,  took  to  clerical  work  and  occupied  the  Government  services. 
As  days  passed  by,  things  began  to  change.  Struggle  for  ex¬ 
istence  played  an  important  part.  Mother  earth  cannot  be  generous 
at  all  times  and  agriculture  proved  unattractive,  trade  and  commerce 
slowly  passed  into  all  hands.  So  the  agricultural  and  the  com¬ 
mercial  community  began  to  look  round  and  found  that  the  only 
paying  -business  is  pubhc  service  with  ils  fixed  pay,  added  with  illicit 
income  not  to  speak  of  authority  and  prestige.  But  these  honest 
people  of  the  honest  professions  were  not  educated  to  qualify 
themselves  for  public  service.  So  they  took  to  education  and 
succeeded  as  honest  people  always  do-  Now  they  began  to  ask 
for  jobs.  Naturally,  the  community  which  had  the  monopoly  of 
public  service,  looked  back  and  stoutly  opposed  any  inroad  on  jtheir 
preserved  treasure,  and  are  sti'l  opposing  it  publicly  but  feebly. 
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This  is  only  the  flicker  of  the  dying  flame.  Their  plea  is  that,  they! 
by  tradition  and  inheritance  have  acquired  character  and  efficiency  to 
control  the  services  and  say  that  the  newly  educated  people,  till  now 
following  the  most  honest  of  honest  professions,  do  not  possess 
these  Stirling  qualities.  This  hollow  argument  could  not  hold  good 
and  then  came  the  G.  0.  that  “other  things  being  equal  preference 
will  be  given  to  unrepresented  communities”.  Unfortunately,  the 
term  ‘other  things’,  elastic  as  it  is,  is  made  the  sharp  weapon  to  shut 
out  the  unrepresented  communities.  ‘Other  things’  became  again 
the  character  and  efficiency,  nay  more,  it  is  so  elastic  that  interes¬ 
ted  parties  could  utilise  it  in  any  way,  even  to  twist  the  rules, 
passed  by  Government.  I  have  quoted  examples  for  this  the  other 
day,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  details.  Under  the  cloak  of 
‘other  things’  otherwise  character  and  efficiency,  the  Government 
want  us  to  show  character  and  efficiency  before  we  are  given  an  op¬ 
portunity.  This  is  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse.  I  can  only 
define  it  as,  educational  qualification  with  honesty  and  ability  to 
work,  as  could  be  proved  by  the  University  credentials,  or  by  cer¬ 
tificates  from  people  under  whom  the  candidates  had  training.  If 
this  is  not  so,  I  earnestly  request  the  Governm  ent  to  be  pleased  to 
define  this  term,  ‘other  things’,  so  that  it  could  not  be  capable  . 
of  any  elastic  interpretation  in  future. 

Sir,  Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tarnpi  said,  the  other  day,  in  reply  to 
a  question  put  by  me,  that  his  community  acquired  the  quality 
of  character  and  efficiency  by  tradition  and  inheritance. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  :  ( Karunaga - 
palli,  Kartikapalli  and  Ambalapuztia  cum  Sheri  alia)  ;  I  never  re¬ 
ferred  in  that  strain.  I  did  not  say  of  any  community  like  that. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail .  If  he  has  not  said  about  his 
community,  he  stated  some  community.  I  take  it  that  he  meant 
his  community.  I  am  sorry  he  cannot  understand  me. 

He  said  this,  I  think,  and  as  ably  stated  by  Mr.  Kottur 
Kunjukrishna  Pillai  the  other  day,  because  there  is  something 
fundamentally  wrong  with  Mr.  Tampi’s  mental  system. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi:  I  object  to 
that  sort  of  compliment  from  a  nominated  member. 

President :  After  all,  the  exact  description  of  one’s  mental 
capacity  by  another  is  a  matter  which  this  House  cannot  judge. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail:  Whatever  that  be,  that  was 
the  description  given  by  my  friend  Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  I  think  I  am  being 
misrepresented. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  hTo,  Sir.  May  I  proceed, 
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President  :  If  there  is  any  misrepresentation  the  matter 
cannot  stop  there.  He  must  make  a  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  My  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Ismail  says  that  I  attributed  mental  deficiency  to 
Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi.  Sir,  the  member  is  absolutely  and  mali¬ 
ciously  misrepresenting  me. 

President  :  Will  the  member  please-  withdraw  the  word 
maliciously  ? 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  Yes,  Sir,  I  with¬ 
draw. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  If  I  am  misrepresenting,  I  am 
only  sorry.  If  I  remember  correct,  that  was  the  statement  made 
by  Mr.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai.  If  on  going  through  the  proceedings 
of  this  Council  I  find  I  am  wrong,  I  will  certainly  correct  that 
impression. 

President  ;•  The  honourable  member  has  only  three  minutes 
more  to  develop  that  theme. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  Sir,  I  ask  him  one  question. 
May  I  hear  from  Mr,  Tampi  whether  it  was  his  ancestors,  the 
Ettuveettil  Pillamars,  or  my  ancestors  the  Manakkat  Muslims,  who 
were  more  loyal  and  who  were  of  better  character  in  the  real  sense 
of  term. 

President :  Does  the  honourable  member  think  that  the 
communal  history  of  400  years  will  elucidate  discussion  today  ? 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  That  is  only  an  illustration. 

President:  I  do  not  mind  it  if  the  illustration  is  appro¬ 
priate. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  Sir,  at  the  approach  of  Mukilan 
and  Tippu  Sultan,  my  friend  Mr.  Tampi’s  efficient  army  turned 
back  and  took  to  their  heels.  But  the  Muslims  boldly  faced  the 
enemy  and  made  honourable  peace  and  saved  the  country'. 

President :  Honourable  members  should  refrain  from  using 
historical  illustrations  which  might  provoke  animosity.  It  is  well 
to  keep  away  from  that,  because,  supposing  some  other  person  says 
that  the  Mahomedans  took  to  their  heels,  when  it  will  be  offensive 
to  the  honourable  member.  All  these  things  of  history  of  100  or 
200  years  ago  about  which  even  historians  differ,  need  not  be 
brought  in. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  ••  Well,  Sir,  this  is  ancient 
history.  But  modern  history  would  have  been  quite  different — 
but  for  the  efficiency,  loyalty  and  character  of  the  Muslims. 

How  let  us  see  how  in  modern  times  this  traditionally  acquired 
character  and  efficiency  works  in  actual  practice.  May  I  ask 
Mr.  Tampi : — 
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Is  the  exhibition  o£  corruption  which  is  rampant  in  the  State, 
the  result  o£  this  character  ? 

Mr  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  .  May  1  point 
out  that  I  will  be  satisfied  if  that  manuscript  speech  is  handed  over 
to  me  ? 

President  :  That  is  not  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  T>  Mahomed  Ismail :  I  will  consider  that.  Secondly, 
is  receiving  bribes  and  consequent  dismissal  or  compulsory  retire¬ 
ment,  the  result  of  this  quality  ?  Thirdly,  is  wasting  lakhs  and 
lakhs  of  public  money  in  the  hills  and  dales  of  Travancore,  the 
result  of  this  traditionally  acquired  efficiency  ?  Fourthly,  is  mis¬ 
appropriation  of  public  moire}',  the  result  of  this  inherited  quality  ? 
Fifthly,  giving  jobs  to  one’s  own  relatives  over-looking  the  claims 
of  really  efficient  people,  is  this,  the  result  of  this  precious  inheri¬ 
tance  of  quality,  Sixthly,  is  drinking  and  leading  a  clebaucherous 
life,  the  result  of  character  and  efficiency  acquired  by  tradition  and 
inheritance.  If  this  is  so,  the  only  thing  I  can  do  is  to  pray  “may 
the  Almighty  God  save  our  country  from  these  traditionally  effi¬ 
cient  people.” 

President  :  The  honourable  member  will  realise  that  it  is 
not  permissible  to  use  a  language  which  will  stir  up  animosity  bet. 
ween  communities. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  t  am  really  sorry,  Sir,  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  do  so.  I  never  will  do  it. 

President  :  The  illustrations  must  be  within  limits. 

Mr-  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  I  have  only  one  point  more. 
Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukri'shna  Pillai  asked  me  why  I  fight  shy  of  effi¬ 
ciency.  Sir,  am  I  fighting  shy  of  efficiency  when  I  question  him 
with  facts  and  figures,  about  the  hollowness  of  his  plea  for  the 
imaginary  efficiency  ?  On  the  contrary,  is  he  not  fighting  shy  of 
efficiency  when  he  feverishly  clutches  to  his  community's  supposed 
efficiency.  Let  the  world  judge  it. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  A  point  of  order. 
The  member  is  actually  reading  out  a  manuscript  speech.  May  I 
know  whether  that  is  allowed  ? 

President  :  The  honourable  member  can  refresh  his  memory 
with  copious  notes  and  I  believe  that  is  what  he  is  doing. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  Sir,  speaking  for  the  Muslims 
I  shall  be  the  last  man  to  ask  the  Government  for  a  -post,  for  any 
one,  simply  because  he  happens  to  be  a  Muslim.  I  made  this  quite 
clear  within  the  last  few  clays.  But  I  ask  the  Government  not  to 
shut  out  the  claims  of  Muslims  simply  because  they  happen  to  be 
Muslims.  Give  the  Muslim  an  opportunity  and,  as  I  said  in  my 
budget  speech,  if  you  find  him  inefficient,  dismiss  him  ;  if  he  is 
dishonest,  punish  him  ;  if  he  is  corrupt,'  prosecute  him  and  send 
him  to  gallows. 
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Mr.  G-  Narayana  Aiyar  ( Varur ,  Kunnatnad  and  JMuvattu- 
puzha  cum  Devicolani )  :  Sir,  I  oppose  the  Demand!.  As  a  sort  of 
diversion  from  the  bitter  communal  discussion  that  is  now  engaging 
the  attention  of  this  House,  I  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  an  important  matter  which  also  comes  under  the  pur. 
view  of  this  demand.  I  find  certain  officers  appointed  to  very 
responsible  posts  in. the  Government  service  are  also  given  additional 
allowance  for  undertaking  other  responsible  supervision  of  work  in 
other  departments. 

There  is  an  officer  in  charge  of  the  astrological  and  astronomi¬ 
cal  department  who  is  supervising  the  preparation  of  Panchangom, 
tear  off  calendar,  astrological  and  astronomical  sheets  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  Gazette.  The  Panchangom  as  well  as  the  calendar  gives 
details  of  dates  of  English  and  Malayalam  months  for  celebrating 
festivals  in  temples  and  other  auspicious  muhoorthams.  There  are 
some  glaring  mistakes  in  the  Panchangom  and  other  publications 
referred  to  above  and  published  by  the  Government.  Lhe  mistakes 
are  no  doubt  very  serious  and  some  apparant.  I  shall  refer  to  one 
or  two  instances.  There  is  no  English  month  with  32  days.  I 
know  there  are  32  days  occasionally  in  a  Malayalam  month  and  not 
32  days  in  the  English  month.  In  the  Government  publication 
issued  under  the  authority  of  the  above  said  department  we  see  a 
date  the  32nd  October  1936.  This  cannot  be  a  slip.  I  shall  quote 
the  English  verse  dealing  with  the  number  of  days  for  each  month. 

30  days  hath  September 
April,  June  and  November, 

February  has  28  alone  all  the  rest  have  31 
And  when  leap  year  comes,  once  in  four 
February  hath  one  day  more. 

This  is  the  accepted  principle  of  English  Calendar.  Nobody  can  by 
any  stretch  of  imagination  think  of  32  days  in  an  English  month. 
Here  is  a  publication  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Government 
giving  32  days  for  an  English  month  i.  <?.,  October  1936.  If  Gov- 
ernment  reports  give  such  information,  it  shows  an  unsatisfactory 
state  of  affairs. 

Longitude,  of  planets,  it  is  well-known  never  exceeds  360 
degrees  in  any  case.  From  the  astronomical  sheet  published  in  the 
Government  Gazette  dated  25-2-1112  it  is  seen  that  the  longitudi¬ 
nal  circuit  of  the  moon  was  put  down  as  373’8.  Eminent  author- 
ities  on  the  subject  have  stated  that  it  can  never  exceed  360  degrees. 
The  error  I  have  quoted  above  is  regretable. 
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In  regard  to  Kumbhashtami  festival  at  Vaikam  for  1118,  the 
Government  tear  off  calendar  says,  that  the  10th  of  Kumbhom  is 
the  Ashtami  day.  Other  calendars,  Yogashema  Pancliangam  and 
Cochin  publications,  and  almost  all  recognised  p.mchangams  say 
with  one  voice,  that  the  11th  of  Kumbhom  is  the  Ashtami  day. 
Ordinary  men  are  not  expected  to  go  in  for  costly  Government 
calendars,  or  Panchangam  for  ascertaining  ceremonial  occasions. 
People  generally  refer  to  the  ordinary  Panjagom,  for  their  needs. 
It  is  authoritatively  said  by  professional  men  that  11th  of  Kumbhom 
is  the  day  for  observing  Kumbhashtami  at  Vaikam.  When  that  is 
the  case  if  the  celebration  takes  place  on  the  10th  as  per  Govern¬ 
ment  Panchagam  and  if  people  from  far  off  places  go  to  the  famous 
Vaikam  temple  on  the  11th  Kumbhom  and  find  that  the  ceremony 
is  over  on  the  10  th,  I  cannot  describe  the  disappointment  that  may 
be  caused  in  the  matter.  I  can  understand  a  person  going  to  the 
temple  say  on  the  13th  or  any  other  day  after  that  and  remaining 
there  for  a  day  more.  To  go  immediately  on  the  day  after  the 
festival,  the  disappointment  will  be  great.  The  determining  factor 
for  Ashtami  if  I  am  allowed  to  say,  is  said  to  be  to  fix  the 
Ashtami  on  that  day  in  which  there  is  at  midnight  Ashtami.  Cal¬ 
culations  must  vary  in  different  places,  but  the  circumstance  that  the 
ceremony  should  happen  in  that  particular  place  should  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  fixing  Ashtami  day  for  that  place,  and  not  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  position  of  other  places.  Such  mistakes  ought  to  be 
remedied  as  early  as  possible.  I  shall  refer  to  another  error. 

In  regard  to  the  fixing  of  Annaprasana  Muhoorthara,  a  mistake 
is  said  to  have  been  committed  in  the  Paujangom  issued  under  the 
authority  of  Government.  There  are  certain  elements  that  ought 
to  be  excluded  in  fixing  Annaprasana  muhoorthams.  That  is  the 
relevant  passage  which  treats  in  a  comprehensive  manner  that 
aspect.  In  Muhoortapadavi  the  following  appears. 


‘‘ajaic^eorroj  oo.mo  co  cruojjsiiB  ffino 


©CDra&®(3«)0im  aaizBoay  .ois 


Vishadrekanom  has  to  be  absolutely  avoided  for  annaprasana  Mu- 
hurtham.  It  is  believed  that  if  anoaprasanam  is  connected  in 
Vishadrekana  time  it  is  like  giving  poison  to  the  child.  The  Gov¬ 
ernment  astrologer  has  ignored  this  rule  in  fixing  the  annaprasanam 
Muhoortham  on  the  10th  Medom  1112.  Vishdrekana  samayam  has 
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not  been  calculated  in  the  above  said  muhoortham.  The  fixing  of 
New  Moon  on  9-3-11  and  Dakskinayana  Punniakalam  on  32-11-11 
in  the  Government  Panchangam  was  also  objected  to  on  previous 
occasions  by  experts  in  the  line  as  well  as  in  the  press  as  in  plat¬ 
form. 

I  submit  that  the  Devaswom  Department  is  also  issuing  calen¬ 
dars  showing  important  festivals  in  Government  temples.  It  is 
likely  that  the  Devaswom  authorities  may  pay  due  attention  to 
local  conditions  and  consult  local  temple  authorities  in  fixing  fes¬ 
tival  days.  A  difference  may  arise  in  the  fixing  the  Kumbha  Ashtami 
festival  at  Vycome,  In  case  there  is  a  clash  between  the  publica- 
ti  ms  on  such  matters,  it  will  be  a  source  of  much  trouble,  discontent 
and  waste.  I  submit  (hat  Government  may  take  into  consideration 
this  important  matter  and  rectify  the  mistakes  if  real.  I  would  also 
suggest  that  the  responsibility  for  the  preparation  and  issue  of 
panchangams  and  calendars  may  be  transferred  to  and  entrusted 
with  the  Devaswom  department. 

Coming  to  the  Administration  Report,  I  find  that  there  are  a 
certain  set  oi  officers  who  are  semi-Governnsent  servants.  The  P. 
W.  D.  Ministries  and  the  Revenue  copyists  come  under  this  class. 
These  officers  may  not  exceed  a  thousand  in  all.  They  are  all 
appointed  by  Government  and  paid  by  the  Government.  They 
have  to  pass  certain  prescribed  examinations  also  But  they 
have  no  status  as  Government  servants  nor  are  they  eligble 
for  leave  or  pension  as  other  subordinates  of  the  Government.  They 
have  no  legal  status  as  other  Government  servants.  In  this  con¬ 
nection,  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  the  deplorable 
state  of  the  P.  W.  D.  mais tries.  They  are  doing  work  for  the 
Government,  and  they  are  supervising  on  behalf  of  Government 
the  work  done  by  the  contractors.  It  is  painful  to  find  that  these 
servants  working  under  the  Department  are  very  often  compelled  by 
their  superiors  to  take  leave  to  give  room  for  others.  No  principle  is 
followed  in  that  direction.  I  submit  that  it  is  high  time  that  the 
Government  take  into  consideration  the  lot  of  these  poor  subordi¬ 
nates  and  something  done  as  early  as  possible  and  affiliate  them  into 
the  category  of  Government  servants  with  rights  to  pension, 
leave  etc, 

I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  another  fact.  There 
is  admittedly  great  delay  in  civil  courts  in  various  matters.  Much  of 
that-  delay  is  due  to  the  want  of  co-operation  of  other  departments 
in  attending  to  the  requests  of  the  civil  courts  in  the  execution  of 
processes,  if  a  process  has  to  be  served  with  the  help  of  other 
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departments,  it  takes  an.  inordinate  delay.  In  this  connection  I  sub. 
mit  that  the  Revenue  Department  and  the  Municipal  Department 
are  the  worst  sinners.  When  a  notice  or  a  process  has  to  be  served 
or  an  attachment  to  be  effected  through  these  departments,  the  civil 
court  sends  a  requisition.  The}-  are  very  often  not  returned  and 
left  uncaved  for.  Reminders  after  reminders  have  to  be  sent,  and 
civil  courts  have  to  wait  indefinitely.  This  state  of  affairs  is  de¬ 
plorable.  This  is  not  the  sort  of  co-operation  which  ought  to  exist 
between  the  civil  courts  and  other  Departments.  Government 
should  take  urgent  measures  to  see  that  any  subordinate  responsible 
for  such  delay  is  brought  to  task. 

President :  The  honourable  member  has  two  minutes  more. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  I  thank  the  Government  for 
restoring  two  of  the  holidays  for  the  Judicial  Department.  But 
it  has  to  be  said  that  there  are  several  other  important  holidays 
which  still  remain  unrestored.  There  is  the  Karkaiaka  Sankranli. 
1  do  not  know  why  that  day  also  should  not  be  restored.  Officers 
in  the  department  are  turning  out  substantially  good  work  on  holi¬ 
days-  Judges  utilise  those  days  for  writing  judgments  in  import, 
ant  cases.  The  Hindu  holidays  were  abolished  without  ascertaining 
the  sentiments  of  the  Hindu  community  which  holidays  they  were 
enjoying  for  the  last  50  years  and  more.  Protests  from  the  judi¬ 
ciary  and  bar  association  were  not  heeded,  I  sincerely  thank  the 
Government  for  seeing  the  necessity  for  restoring  at  least  two  of 
the  holidays.  I  hope  the  Government  will  see  that  other  Hindu 
holidays  are  also  restored  without  delay. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  ( Parur ,  Kunnatnad  and  Muvattupuzha 
cum  Devicolam)  :  There  was  a  time  when  Travancore  was  known, 
as  the  model  State.  We  had  a  knack  for  starting  good  things  early 
but  proceeding  with  them  only  slowly.  In  this  connection,  I  may 
refer  to  the  noble  proclamation  of  His  Highness  the  Maharaja  re¬ 
lating  to  Temple  Entry,  credit  for  which  may  be  given  partly  to 
the  Dewan  also.  That  is  only  by  way  of  digression.  When  we  set 
good  examples  other  countries  take  the  model  and  follow  it  very 
rapidly.  The  result  is  that  they  not  only  come  up  to  our  level  but 
even  go  ahead  of  us.  Their  more  rapid  progress  makes  them  think 
we  are  going  backwards.  Those  who  march  more  quickly  will  feel 
that  others  marching  slowly  are  going  backwards.  WThen  these 
facts  are  represented  to  the  Government  it  is  said  that  in  other 
countries  things  are  much  worse.  Certainly  we  should  never  look 
to  models  which  are  worse  than  ours.  We  should  turn  to  other 
countries  which  have  better  models.  We  should  not  be  satisfied  by 
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following  even  countries  which  can  set  an  example  to  ns.  Wo 
should  go  ahead  of  them.  Lord  Halifax  has  said  “Nothing  is  good 
enough  if  it  am  be  made  a  little  better”.  Certainly  we  are  not 
perfect,  and  we  are  capable  of  making  our  administration 
better.  I  am  very  ambitious  about  Travancore,  that  we  should 
set  good  examples  in  everything  to  the  whole  world  and  obtain  the 
Co-operation  of  other  countries  to  develop  into  a  Travancore  Empire. 
But  everything  is  going  on  so  slowly  in  Travancore.  I  am  told 
that  some  of  my  College  Brofessors  have  not  received  their 
pension  yet.  There  are  precedents  of  11  or  12  similar  cases  having 
been  decided  already.  It  is  very  hard  to  allow  questions  of 
pension  to  pend  for  such  a  long  period.  We  do  not  know  when  a 
man  may  die.  One  of  the  worst  troubles  in  Travancore  is  slowness.  I 
read  in  the  Hindu  of  4th  March  1930  that  Travancore  moves  very 
slowly  except  in  the  matter  of  our  education  policy.  So  I  would 
place  before  the  Government  the  fact  that  we  are  not  in  as  good 
a  condition  as  we  can  be,  and  we  should  never  look  to  other  coun¬ 
tries  for  examples  of  worse  conditions.  We  should  go  forward  as 
quickly  as  we  can,  with  the  speed  of  electricity  if  possible. 

I  shall  be  failing  in  my  duty  to  the  Samyuktha  party  to  which 
I  belong  if  I  take  my  seat  without  adding  that  effect  should  be 
given  to  the  principle  of  communal  representation  as  thoroughly  and 
quickly  as  possible. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P-  Balakrishnan  Tampi  :  I  oppose  the 
demand.  Before  saying  anything  about  the  demand,  I  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  speak  about  the  personal  reference  so  kindly  made  by  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Ismail.  Even  in  spite  of  the  provocation  that 
he  has  given  me,  I  do  not  think  worth  while  to  answer  those  ques¬ 
tions.  That  is  a  sorb  of  violence,  a  sort  of  enthusiasm  which  would, 
at  best,  do  harm  to  the  official  nerves  and  the  lungs  of  the  speaker 
and  not  to  others.  I  am  glad  that  he  is  not  so  slow  as  an  Irishman 
in  retorting.  It  took  only  three  days  for  m3'  friend  to  come  out 
with  a  reply  against  some  of  the  imaginary  things  that  are  alleged 
to  have  been  spoken  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  As  a  man,  who 
has  a  setise  of  responsibility,  who  has  come  to  this  House  not  from 
the  constituency  of  the  Government  but  from  a  constituency  con¬ 
sisting  of  all  classes  of  people,  I  cannot  reply  in  terms  which  are 
likely  to  create  hatred  between  communities.  Not  only  I,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  my  party,  have  been  trying,  as  far  as  possible,  not  to  3peak 
in  terms  of  community.  They  have  been  trying  to  create  a  better 
relationship  between  individuals.  They  have  been  trying  to  serve 
as  a  corrective  to  some  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  come  to  this 
House  for  the  first  time.  I  remember  the  old  saying  that  when  old 
wine  is  poured  into  new  bottle,  the  fate  of  the  bottle  is  not 
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enviable.  Therefore  I  can  understand  my  friend  bursting  occasionally 
a  bit.  The  history  of  legislature  in  all  countries  has  shown  that 
when  the  new  arrivals  get  used  to  it,  good  behaviour  will  be  in 
evidence  in  a  greater  degree  (hear,  hear'). 

In  speaking  about  this  demand,  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Government  the  extreme  necessity  for  taking  the  non¬ 
officials  into  co-operation.  This  bitterness  occasionally  shown  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  could  be  cured  only  by  extending  a  greater 
degree  of  responsibility  to  us.  Without  any  statutory  change  this 
could  he  effected.  By  taking  2  or  3  members  as  a  Council  of  Minis¬ 
ters,  I  am  sure  many  good  things  could  be  achieved.  There  would 
be  a  continuity  of  policy,  and  further  than  that,  some  of  the  com¬ 
munities  or  some  of  the  people  who  in  time  and  out  of  time  com¬ 
plain  that  certain  communities  are  not  represented  even  their  vanity 
could  be  flattered  by  inviting  two  or  three  oflthem  to  form  an  Execu¬ 
tive  Council.  I,  who  belong  to  a  community  by  accident,  can  say 
that  I  am  not  particular  of  the  communities  from  which  these 
members  are  taken  into  the  council  that  may  be  formed.  If  the 
Government  find  that  there  are  qualified  people  they  may  go  in  fa- 
people  irrespective  of  the  community  to  which  they  belong.  If 
there  are  members  from  the  Parana  or  Vela  community  fit  to  be 
associated,  by  all  means,  take  them.  The  best  cure  for  irresponsi- 
biliiy  is  to  give  people  certain  responsibility.  It  is  a  very  sorrow¬ 
ful  thing  to  see  that  Travaneore,  which  in  its  Census  Report  is 
claimed  to  be  educationally  very  high  does  not  have  anything  of 
the  essentials  of  responsible  Government.  I  see,  Sir,  that  some  of 
the  public  men  are  lost  in  commnnals  squabbles  and  t.bey  do  not  re¬ 
alise  the  importance  of  responsible  Government.  As  a  matter  of 
policy  also  it  is  batter  that  responsible  Government  is  extended  at  a 
time  when  people  very  keenly  and  mildly  ask  for  it.  There  is  the 
time-spirit.  It  is  working,  Before  people  cry  violently,  and  before 
they  demand  and  perhaps  get  it,  it  is 'better  that  the  Government 
with  good  grace  give  a  certain  form  of  self- Government  to  the 
people. 

Then  the  next  point  1  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
is  this.  Travaneore  should  never  lay  down  the  policy  that  Travail- 
core  is  for  Travancoreans.  When  we  come  into  the  federal  India 
it  will  really  work  hardship  if  we  remain  Little  Travancoreans. 
Although  I  do  not  share  with  Mr.  Chacko  in  any  imperial  ambition 
it  is  essential  that  Travancoreans  should  have  opportunities  through¬ 
out  this  land-  But  at  the  same  time  Travaneore  should  Dot  be  made 
a  convenient  berth  for  certain  types  of  people.  It  is  true  that  we 
must  try  to  get  specialists  from  British  India  or  any  other  Indian 
States.  But  to  regularly  bring  down  people  from  outside  would 
work  hardship,  would  not  be  an  incentive  to  local  officers  to  work. 
Therefore  I  request  that  Government  be  pleased  to  bring  in  men 
Vol.  X.'No.  7. 


422  THE  TRAVAUCORE  SRI  CHITRA  STATE  COUNCIL.  [12TH  AUGUST  1937 


[Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrislinan  Tampi.] 
from  outside  only  when  the  Government  see  that  there  is  impera¬ 
tive  necessity  for  it  lam  informed  that  new  specialists  are  ap¬ 
pointed  recently.  No  mention  was  made  of  it  on  the  floor  of  the 
Legislative  chambers  That  is  an  horticultural  expert  from  Madras 
on  a  salary  of  Rs.  250  per  mensem,  the  pay  of  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Madras.  lam  further  told  that 
his  horticultural  training  also  is  by  no  means  academic,  frlis  only- 
qualification  is  that  he  has  seen  a  few  gardens  in.  Madras,  As  for 
that  matter,  the  gardens  in  Trivandrum  are  by  no  means  big.  I 
do  not  understand  the  scone  of  his  work,  it  is  these  small  tilings 
that  alienate  public  sympathy  from  Government. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahinian  Sahib:  By  way  of  supple¬ 
menting  what  has  been  said  by  Mr.  Ismail  let  me  also  add  a  few 
words.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  historical  causes  or  the  glory  of  Islam. 
I  do  not  refer  to  the  historical  causes  that  brought  about  the  present 
state  of  affairs  in  Travancore.  But.  whit  I  wish  to  emphasise  is 
that  in  our  cry  for  this  communal  representation  ar.d  for  adequate 
representation  for  backward  communities,  we  never  advocate  that 
vested  interests  should  be  interfered  with.  We  do  not  say  that 
people  in  service  should  be  disbanded.  What  we  say  is  that  in  re¬ 
gard  to  communities  who  were  backward  in  point  of  education  and 
who  have  recently  come  up  and  clamour  for,  appointments,  a  sym¬ 
pathetic  consideration  must  be  shown  and  their  claims  must  be 
adequately  recognised.  What,  we  cannot  tolerate  is  that  sort  of  in¬ 
different  or  defiant  attitude  from  members  of  well-represented  com¬ 
munities  when  ive  clamour  in  this  direction. 

Speaking  of  the  Huaur  Office,  out  of  22b  hands  there  are  only 
3  Muslim  Graduates  and  there  is  not,  a  single  Muslim  under-gradu¬ 
ate.  There  were  3  under  graduates.  One  of  them  became  insane 
and  two  others  died  and  during  the  last  half  a  dozen  years  there  has 
not  been  a  single  case  of  any-Mahomedan  either  graduate  or  under¬ 
graduate,  appointed  in  the  Huzur  Office.  I  submit  that  from  this 
it  is  clear  the  great  inequality  that  prevails  in  that  office.  My 
submission  is  that  at  least  in  future  when  vacancies  are  filled  up,  the 
claims  of  qualified  Muslims  must  be  considered. 

Iu  this  connection  I  may  say  a  word  with  regard  to  the  stan¬ 
dardisation.  Elsewhere  1  pointed  out  two  an  amalous  cases  resulting 
from  the  standardisation  scheme  ;  one  with  regard  to  the 
Mahomeclan  Inspector.  The  Maliomsdan  Inspector  gets  only  Rs.  40 
while  his  subordinate  gets  a  higher  pay  viz.,  Ks.  45  or  50.  That  is 
a  serious  anomaly  that  must  be  removed  as  soon  as  possible. 
Another  case  is  with  regard  to  the  Judicial  Department.  When  a 
Munsiff  gets  Rs.  350  a  Judge  gets  only  Rs.  300.  I  hope  Govern¬ 
ment  would,  ere  long,  remedy  these  anomalies. 
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Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Filial: 

I  shull  first-  dispose  of  the  question  of  communal  representation.  | 
am  glad  I  need  not  say  much  on  this  vexed  question,  because  when 
the  demand  for  Public  Service  Commissioner  was  under  considera¬ 
tion,  the  Commissioner  explained  fully  the  present  policy  of  Govern¬ 
ment.  There  are  one  or  two  points  which  were  raised  in  the  course 
of  the  discussion  today  which,  I  think,  require  a  little  elucidation. 
Mr.  Mahomed  Ismail  said  that  the  policy  followed  by  Government 
was  that  “  all  things  being  equal,  preference  will  be  given  to  inade¬ 
quately  represented  or  unrepresented  communities”,  and  he  wanted 
to  know  what  those  things  were.  The  policy  followed  by  Govern¬ 
ment  till  recently  was  that  other  things  being  equal  preference  would 
be  given  to  inadequately  represented  or  unrepresented  communities. 
Sir,  that  was  a  policy  laid  down  by  Dewan  Mr.  Rnghaviah  some 
years  ago,  and  it  was  being  followed  by  Government  till  about  a 
year  ago.  As  I  said  elsewhere,  as  a  result  of  that  policy  some 
departments  which  were  closed  to  certain  communities  were  thrown 
open  to  them  and  a  number  of  appointments  in  those  departments 
were  given  to  them  in  preference  to  others  who  belonged  to  over- 
represented  communities. 

Now,  Sir,  that  policy  has  undergone  a  change,  a  change  for  the 
better  as  far  as  the  backward  communities  were  concerned.  In  spite 
of  the  concessions  already  granted  agitation  for  more  communal  re¬ 
presentation  was  being  erried  on.  Government  therefore  appointed 
a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  matter.  The  report  of  that  com¬ 
mittee  was  carefully  considered  by  an  impartial  officer  and  the 
Government  passed  orders  on  his  recommendations.  The  present 
policy  was  laid  down  in  that  G.  0.  and  the  rules  framed  thereunder 
on  recruitment  to  public  service.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  change 
that  has  been  made  in  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  favourable  to 
the  backw  ard  communities.  They  have  been  granted  special  conces¬ 
sions  under  these  rules.  Dr.  Nokes  pointed  out  the  other  day  that 
in  the  Lower  Division  of  the  public  service  a  rotation  has  bean  fixed 
and  in  that  rotation  the  communities  over  represented  in  that  branch 
of  service  are  not  given  the  share  which  they  ought  to  get  on  the 
basis  of  population.  It  has  been  pointed  out  here  as  also  elsewhere 
that  out  of  nearly  25,000  appointments  in  Government  service 
nearly  50  per  cent. are  held  by  a  particular  community.  .  A  very 
large  proportion  of  these  appointments  is  in  the  Lower  Division  of 
the  service  and  it  is  in  this  division  that  special  concessions  have 
been  granted  to  the  backward  communities.  Take  two  instances. 
The  population  of  ihe  Mair  and  iha  Ezhava  communities  is  more  or 
less  the  same.  But  out  of  55  appointments  in  the  Lower  Division 
the  Nairs  will  get,  according  to  the  present  rules,  only  5  appoint¬ 
ments  while  the  Ezbavas  will  get  9.  Same  is  the  case  with  other 
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backward  communities  also.  From  these  facts  it  can  be  clearly  seen 
that  the  Government  have  not  receded  from  the  policy  laid  down 
by  Mr.  Raghaviah,  but.  on  the  other  hand,  they  have  gone  beyond 
it.  Other  concessions  such  as  the  age  of  entry  into  service,  are  also 
shown  to  the  members  of  the  backward  communities.  A  candidate 
who  belongs  to  a  backward  community  is  allowed  to  enter  service 
uj>  to  the  age  of  28  while  in  the  case  of  other  communities  25  has 
been  fixed  as  the  age  limit. 

Coming  to  the  Intermediate  Division,  the  honourable  members 
know  that  40  per  cent,  of  the  total  vacancies  are  reserved  for  the 
backward  and  other  poorly  represented  communities.  The  remain¬ 
ing  60  per  cent  are  open  to  all  communities  alike,  including  the 
backward  communities,  on  the  basis  of  a  selective  test.  In  the  selec¬ 
tive  test  all  communities  can  compete,  but  special  marks  are  awarded 
to  the  members  of  the  backward  communities  for  backwardness. 
Marks  are  awarded  not  merely  for  educational  qualifications  and  act¬ 
ing  service  but  for  the  backwardness  of  a  community  as  well.  As 
far  as  the  Intermediate  Division  of  the  service  is  concerned  backward 
communities  are  doubly  benefited.  40  per  cent  of  the  appoint¬ 
ments  are  reserved  for  them  and  they  can  compete  for  the  remain¬ 
ing  60  percent  with  the  special  advantage  of  obtaining  marks  for 
backwardness  for  the  purpose  of  selective  test. 

In  regard  to  the  Higher  Division  of  the  public  service  rules 
have  not  yet  been  finally  passed .  The  matter  is  under1  the  consider¬ 
ation  of  Government  and  I  may  say  that  suitable  provision  will  be 
made  for  the  backward  communities  in  this  division  also-  So  much 
about  the  question  raised  by  Mr.  Ismail  regarding  the  policy  adumb¬ 
rated  by  Mr.  Raghaviah.  I  may  repeat  that  that  policy  has  been 
changed  and  the  change  is  calculated  to  level  up  the  existing  inequa¬ 
lities  in  course  of  time. 

Mr.  Kuru villa  made  three  suggestions  to  solve  this  problem  of 
communal  representation  in  the  service.  In  the  course  of  his  speech 
he  said  that  certain  departments  which  are  excluded  from  the  pur¬ 
view  of  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  should  he  brought  within 
the  scope  of  his  activities.  As  far  as  I  remember  only  two  or  three 
departments,  viz.,  the  Palace  establishment,  the  Army  and  the 
Devaswom  Department  are  now  excluded.  Till  recently  the  Mara- 
mat  Department  was  also  outside  the  purview  of  the  Commissioner. 
But  now  it  has  ceased  to  be  so  because  that  department  has  been 
amalgamated  with  the  P.  W.  D,  I  can’t  say  anything  about  the 
Palace  establishment, 

President :  The  honourable  member  is  not  entitled  to  say. 
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secretariat  and  account  office. 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N  Kunjan  Filial: 

No,  Sir,  I  am  not  saying  anything.  The  recruitment  of  the  clerical 
staff  in  the  Army  uesd  to  be  made  by  the  Commandant,  But  now 
the  Government  have  ordered  that  this  recruitment  should  be  made 
by  the  Public  Service  Commissioner.  As  far  as  the  recruitment  to 
the  Army  is  concerned,  I  am  afraid  it  cannot  be  clone  satisfactorily 
by  the  Public  Service  Commissioner,  and  it  must  continue  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commandant.  As  regards  the  Devaswom  Depart¬ 
ment,  which  is  not  open  to  all  classes  of  people  it  is  not  possible  to 
bring  that  department  within  the  purview  of  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner.  But  1  may'  assure  the  House  that  due  regard  will 
be  given  to  the  claims  of  all  the  communities  who  are  eligible  for 
appointments  in  that  department. 

Dr.  Nok=s  already  informed  the  House  that  whenever  he  had 
found  any  difficulty  in  the  practical  working  -  of  the  rules  suitable 
amendments  were  recommended  and  sanctioned.  These  rules  ought 
to  be  given  a  fair  trial.  Whenever  minor  alternations  are  found 
necessary  they  will  be  made. 

With  regard  to  the  allegation  made  by  some  honourable  mem¬ 
bers  that  many  appointments  advised  by  the  Public  Service  Com¬ 
missioner  were  turned  down  by  Government  the  Commissioner  him¬ 
self  explained  that  out  of  the  2,100  appointments  advised  by  him 
not  a  single  one  was  turned  down  by  Government.  I  do  not  know 
why  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Kuruvilla  still  suspects  that  the 
appointments  made  by  the  Commissioner  were  interfered  with  by 
Government. 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried. 

The  Grant  was  made. 

DEMAND  XIV— GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION 
FINANCIAL  SECRETARIAT  AND  ACCOUNT 
OFFICE. 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswafini  Aiyar :  Sir,  I  rise  to 
move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Rs  2,06,147  under  demand  XIV 
General  administration  Financial  Secretariat  and  Account  Office. 

Mr.  M.  5.  Anirudhan  :  1  take  this  opportunity  to  offer  a 

few  remarks  on  the  policy  of  administration  of  the  Secretariat 
including  the  Financial  Secretariat  and  Account  Office. 

President  :  The  honourable  member  can  only  offer  observa¬ 
tions  on  the  Financial  Secretariat  and  Account  Office.  He  cannot 
offer  any  remarks  on  other  aspects  of  the  General  Administration 
which  have  already  been  voted  upon. 
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Mr.  M.  s.  Aairudhan  :  In  this  connection  I  have  .to  briiw 
to  your  kind  notice  the  interpellation  put  by  mein  which  I  have 
said  that  there  is  a  Section  in  the  Secretariat,  vie.,  the  Account 
Section  and  that  is  not  properly  audited.  Tinder  the  head  Miscel¬ 
laneous  and  Contingencies  a  huge  amount  is  alloted  and  I  am 
informed  that  this  Account  Section  is  handling  that  amount.  It  is 
a  surprise  for  me  that  it  is  being  left  un-nudited,  Sir,  every  p|e 
that  is  collected  from  the  tax-payer  has  to  be  accounted  for. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  May  I  know  who  is 
the  informer  of  the  honourable  member  ? 

Mr.  M.  5-  Anirudhan:  Sir,  I  got  the  information  from 
the  answer  given  by  the  Government  to  my  interpellation. 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai : 
Sir,  may  I  correct  the  honourable  member  ?  I  said  that  the  accounts 
are  not  audited  by  the  outside  branch  of  the  Account  Office  but  by 
the  Account  Officer. 

Mr.  M.  5.  Anirudhan  ;  My  question  was  whether  it  was 
ever  audited.  The  answer  I  got  was  that  it  is  never  audited.  That 
is  an  information  which  is  very  alarming. 

Another  point  which  I  have  to  refer  to  is  the  appointments 
and  promotions  made  in  the  Account  Office  and  the  Financial 
Secretariat.  In  this  respect  much  room  is  given  for  favouritism 
and  nepotism.  I  submit  that  such  a  contingency  should  not  he 
given  rise  to. 

Another  thing  that  I  have  to  bring  to  your  notice  is  about  the 
bifurcation  of  Accounts  and  Finance.  Going  through  the  several 
allotments  made  for  the  Account  Office  and  the  Financial  Secretariat 
it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  year  1110  the  amount  allotted  for  the 
Account  Office  was  Rs.  1,72.616,  in  1111,  Rs.  1,93,381  out  of  which 
Rs.  15,000  was  set  apart  for  the  bifurcation.  In  1112  the  amount 
allotted  for  the  Account  Office  was  Rs.  1,78,946  and  for  the  Finance 
Department  Rs- 27,982.  Again  coming  to  1113  the  amount  set 
apart  for  the  Account  Office  is  Rs.  1,96,154  and  the  Financial 
Secretariat  Ks.  33,537.  From  these  figures,  I  find  that  in  spite  of 
the  bifurcation  of  the  Finance  Department  from  the  Account  Office 
the  expenditure  of  the  department  is  not  reduced.  On  the  other 
hand,  every  year  the  expenditure  on  both  sides,  on  the  finance 
side  and  the  account  side  is  increasing.  That  is  a  very  unfortunate 
circumstance.  So  far  as  I  know,  in  a  State  like  ours  these  two 
Departments  need  not  be  separated,  We  are  having  a  very 
top  heavy  administration  and  our  policy  should  be  to  reduce  ex¬ 
penditure  to  the  minimum.  In  this  respect  I  would  bring  to  your 
kind  notiee  that  at  this  rate  1  do  not  really  know  whither  it  would 
land  us  to. 
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Mr.  G  Narayana  Aiyar :  Sir,  I  oppose  the  demand.  From 
the  Financial  Secretary’s  speech  we  do  not  know  what  is  the 
position  of  the  Government  Servants  Insurance  branch.  We  are 
only  given  details  about  the  State  Life  Insurance  Public  Branch. 
The  Government  Servants  Branch  does  not  find  a  place  in  it.  I 
don’t  know  whether  that  also  is  included  with  this.  “State  Life 
Insurance  Public  Branch”.  That  is  the  heading  given  there.  At 
page  31  it  is  stated  “The  State  Life  Insurance  Public  Branch, 
introduced  with  effect  from  1st  Meenom  1109,  with  a  view  to 
afford  facilities  in  the  matter  of  insurance  to  the  subjects  of  the 
State  for  making  provision  for  themselves  in  their  old  age  and  also 
for  their  families,  is  working  very  successfully.  4,0 lO  proposals 
for  over  Rs.  37§-  lakhs  were  received  during  the  short  period  of  3 
years  and  3  months  and  policies  in  respect  of  2,810  proposals 
assuring  over  11s.  25  laics  have  been  issued.  For  1113,  the  receipts 
are  expected  to  be  Ks.  P30  lakhs  and  the  expenditure  Rs.  ‘20  of  a 
lakh,  the  expense  ratio  being  nearly  15  per  cent  only.”  For  such  a 
branch  which  has  now  an  invest meut  of  nearly  37^  lakhs  of  rupees 
to  say  that  it  is  managed  by  a  second  grade  clerk  alone,  is  very 
ridiculous.  The  whole  responsibility  of  managing  the  Public  Life 
Insurance  Branch  is  shovecl  upon  a  second  grade  clerk  who  takes 
the  responsibility  to  deal  with  the  whole  business.  I  submic  Sir, 
that  the  confidence  of  the  public  with  regard  to  the  efficient  working 
of  this  branch  is  now  on  the  decrease.  This  can  be  seen  from  the 
fact  that  the  number  of  proposals  is  going  down  instead  of  going 
up.  Complaints  about  the  delay  in  the  issue  of  policies  are 
frequent.  The  policy  holders  are  asked  to  pay  their  amounts  before 
receiving  policies.  The  issuing  of  policies  is  being  indefinitely 
postponed.  If  a  full-time  Superintendent  is  to  look  after  this  work 
then  I  think  many  of  the  complaints  can  be  avoided.  'Mow  the 
only  responsible  officer  is  the  clerk  himself.  For  this  branch  of 
administration  there  is  the  absolute  necessity  for  appointing  an 
Actuary  who  is  specialised  with  the  audit  and  other  works  connected 
with  insurance.  An  Actuary  is  an  essential  necessity.  All  the 
modem  Insurance  Companies  engage  permanently  full  time 
Actuaries  in  their  offices-  Therefore  to  look  after  the  work  of  this 
branch  of  insurance  with  an  investment  of  more  than  37  lakhs  of 
rupees  au  efficient  and  qualified  Actuary  should  be  appointed. 

Then  coming  to  the  valuation  of  business  I  may  say  that  it 
must  be  done  at  least  once  in  three  years.  Annual  valuation  is 
conducted  by  most  of  the  Insurance  Companies  to  make  sure  of 
their  ground,  for  example  to  see  whether  they  can  maintain  the 
bonus3 they  have  declared.  In  some  insurance  companies  valuation 
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is  done  yearly  though  the  result  of  the  valuation  are  not  made 
available  to  the  public-  This  can  also  be  adopted  in  our  Life 
Insurance  Branch  of  the  Account  Office.  The  calculation  of  sur¬ 
render  values,  calculation  of  the  amount  when  a  policy  is  lapsed, 
and  paid  up  policy  is  issued,  readjustment  of  premia,  calculation  of 
extra  premia  in  cases  of  lives  which  are  not  medically  select,  and 
lives  involving  extra  risks  on  account  of  occupation  or  residence  or 
bad  family  history,  these  are  works  which  are  to  be  attended  to  by 
an  Actuary.  It  is  not  possible  for  an  auditor  of  the  Account  Office 
to  do  it  satisfactorily.  That  work  requires  expert  knowledge  in 
detail.  These  duties  are  of  frequent  occurence  ;  engaging  and  con¬ 
sulting  an  Actuary  at  every  time  would  mean  payment  of  fabulous 
sums  of  money  as  fees  and  considerable  delay.  Now  2810  proposals 
assuring  over  25  lakhs  of  Rupees  have  been  issued  and  these  require 
a  great  amount  of  audit  work.  Sir,  there  is  no  construction  of 
Mortality  Tables  for  Travancore  and  revision  of  premia  bassed  on 
the  tables.  This  requires  a  long  time  extending  over  two  or  three 
years  and  this  has  to  be  revised  often  to  meet  changing  conditions. 
Our  census  statistics  was  tabulated  by  Mr.  L.  S.  Vydianathan  of  the 
Oriental  Life  Insurance  Co.  Apart  from  the  above  work  the 
actuary  if  employed  can  be  asked  to  supervise  other  companies  in 
Travancore  just  to  safeguard  public  interests.  Stressing  once 
again  the  absolute  necessity  of  appointing  an  Actuary  in  the 
Account  Office  to  look  after  the  work  of  the  Insurance  Branch  I 
resume  my  seat, 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  :  I  rise  to 
support  the  Demand.  In  doing  so,  I  want  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  this  House  the  fact  that,  it  was  as  a  result  of  5  ears  of  persistent 
agitation  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  have  separated  the  Financial  Secretariatd  from  the  Account 
Office.  In  any  well  conceived  system  of  public  administration,  it  is 
quite  necessary  that  both  these  functions  should  not  be  united  in  one 
body,  in  one  office.  I  am  also  glad  chat  an  Expert  has  been  got  down 
from  Madras  to  take  charge  of  the  new  office.  But,  I  am  sorry  that,  as 
it  often  happens  in  Travancore,  that  the  Government  would  seldom 
give  an  officer  the  work  for  which  he  is  trained,  the  work  for  which 
he  is  fit,  and  the  work  for  which  he  has  been  specifically  got  down. 
This  new  officer  who  has  done  very  distinguished  work  in  the 
Account  Department  of  the  Government  of  India  and  whose 
experience  of  work  in  the  Financial  Secretariat  has  not  been  much, 
has  been  made  the  Financial  Secretary  here,  Sir,  the  Government 
of  Travancore  has  a  queer  sense  of  humour,  and  they  appoint  an 


DEMANB  XIV—  GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION— FINANCIAL  429 

SECRETARIAT  AND  ACCOUNT  OFFICE. 

Industrial  Expert  in  the  Registration  office,  depute  an  expert  in  co¬ 
operation  for  transporting  articles  from  place  to  place,  and  for  that 
matter,  put  an  expert  in  sciences  and  agriculture  in  the  Chief 
Secretary’s  chair.  It  is  therefore  no  bonder  that  this  expert  in 
public  account  has  been  asked  to  give  financial  advice  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  Government  should  avail 
themselves  of  the  presence  of  Mr.  Reugnswami  Aiyar  in  our  midst, 
and  see  that  his  advice  is  obtained  to  modernise  the  Account 
Department. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  =  Sir,  even  after  the 
separation  of  Accounts  from  Finance,  there  has  been  no  satisfactory 
improvement  in  audit.  Even  now  we  hear  of  misappropriations  and 
defalcations  in  the  Capital  itself.  The  other  day  we  heard  of  mis¬ 
appropriation  in  the  Commandant’s  office  and  in  the  Arts  College. 
I  do  not  know  ihe  result  of  the  audit  in  these  two  offices.  When 
we  were  told  that  these  two  offices  were  to  be  separated,  we 
reasonably  expected  more  efficient  auditing ;  we  thought  there 
would  be  no  room  for  complaint,  nor  any  leakage  of  public  funds. 
If  the  old  state  cf  affairs  is  going  to  continue,  there  is  absolutely 
no  justification  for  the  separation  of  these  two  departments, 
Certainly,  this  separation  must  lead  to  satisfactory  results.  But, 
we  are  really  disappointed  at  the  results  ;  as  I  have  already  stated, 
there  have  been  cases  of  misappropriation  in  the  Capital  itself.  If 
that  is  the  case  in  the  Capital,  I  do  not  know  what  exactly  is  the 
position  in  the  mofussil. 

In  this  connection,  Sir,  I  wish  to  briog  to  the  notice  of  the 
Financial  Secretary  the  great  difficulty  and  inconvenience  caused 
to  the  public  by  the  circulation  of  bad  and  false  coins  in  the  bazaars 
of  the  State.  Whoever  may  be  responsible  for  this  state  of  affairs, 
it  is  high  time  that  it  is  put  an  end  to.  We  have  a  very  well 
organised  C.  I.  D.  Still,  the  number  of  cases  of  counterfeiting  is 
on  the  increase.  Government  have  under  them  a  number  of  experts, 
and  there  is  therefore  absolutely  no  justification  in  allowing  these 
malpractices  to  continue. 

Sir,  a  word  regarding  the  better  representation  of  the  backward 
communities  in  the  Account  Office  and  in  the  Financial  Secretariat. 
Many  of  the  backward  communities,  including  my  own  community, 
are  not  adequately  represented  in  these  two  offices. 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  :  I  rise  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Government  the  fact  that  the  public  of  Travancore  view  with  dis¬ 
favour  the  present  policy  of  the  Government  in  extending-  the  services 
of  superannuated  officers  and  also  in  bringing  down  retired  officers 
from  outside.  Sir,  this  is  not  conclusive  to  the  efficiency  of  service, 

Yol.  X.  No,  7- 
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Mr.  K.  M.  Korah  .  I  rise  to  oppose  the  Demand,  I  may 
say  that,  here  also,  the  principle  o£  communal  representation  may 
be  followed.  It  is  really  very  painful  to  see  that,  when  we  press 
for  communal  representation,  some  kind  of  uneasiness  is  visible  on 
the  part  of  some  of  the  honourable  members  of  this  House.  It  is 
equally  painful  to  hear  them  advancing  arguments  of  traditional 
efficiency  and  character.  There  was  a  time  in  Travancorc  itself 
when  everybody  thought  that  the  Brahmin  alone  was  fit  enough  to 
occupy  positions  of  responsibility  and  power.  To  this,  there  was  a 
revolt — I  am  referring  to  the  Malayalee  Memorial— and  tile  members 
of  the  community  who  prominently  led  the  agitation  were  appointed 
to  some  of  the  higher  offices-  Now  we  find  that  efficiency  has  not 
in  any  way  been  affected  by  such  appointments.  Therefore,  Sir, 
questions  of  tradition  and  efficiency  have  their  origin,  so  far  as  the 
higher  appointments  are  concerned,  only  from  the  date  of  that 
■agitation  which  I  have  already  referred  to.  Sir,  in  recent  years,  we, 
the  members  of  the  poorly  represented  communities  have  been  tried 
for  some  of  the  high  and  responsible  posts.  We  have  not  failed.  In 
these  circumstances,  I  cannot  understand  why  those  arguments  about 
tradition  and  efficiency  are  being  repeated  whenever  we  raise  this 
question  of  communal  representation.  Sir,  the  qualities  of  efficiency 
and  character  are  found  in  every  community  in  the  State.  {Hear, 
hear.)  With  regard  to  my  own  community,  Sir,  I  can  boldly  assert 
that  we  are  not  behind  any  other  community  in  Travaneore,  in  point 
of  character,  efficiency  or  educational  qualification- 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  :  Who  disputed  that  ? 

Mr.  K.  M-  Korah  :  If  Travancorenns  belonging  to  these 
inadequately  represented  communities  can  fare  very  well  outside 
Travaneore,  and  even  here,  as  I  have  already  stated,  I  do  not  see  any 
reason  why  this  argument  about  tradition  should  always  be  re¬ 
peated. 

Coming  now  to  the  inequalities  of  the  community  to  which  I 
belong,  the  Syrian  Catholic  Community,  the  inequality  is  so  glaring 
that  I  am  forced  to  say  that  we  are  being  almost  neglected.  In  most 
of  the  departments  you  find  the  conspicuous  absence  of  the  Syrian 
Catholics.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  not  even  a  single  Syrian 
Catholic  has  been  appointed  ;  but  we  are  so  poorly  represented. 
Judged  by  population,  by  the  contribution  that  we’ make  towards 
educational  progress  or  from  any  other  point  of  view,  we  stand  equal 
if  not  superior  to  any  other  community  in  the  Stare.  I  therefore 
request  the  Government  to  modify  the  Public  Service  Recruitment 
G.  0.  in  such  a  way  that  we  may  get  the  opportunities  that  we  de¬ 
serve  to  serve  the  Government  and  the  public. 

With  regard  to  acting  hands,  I  suggest  that  the  principle  of 
gonupunal  rotation  may  be  followed.  I  would  also  suggest  the 
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establishment  of  an  advisory  board  especially  consisting  of  members 
of  the  unrepresented  communities. 

Except  for  the  lower  grade  the  present  Gr.  0.  on  Public  Service 
is  quite  inadequate,  and  require  modification.  I  request  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  take  immediate  action  in  the  matter  and  to  make  suitable 
modifications  so  that  at  least  in  the  near  future  we  can  get  adequate 
representation  in  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrislina  Pillai  :  Sir,  it  was,  I  believe, 
at  the  instance  of  the  representatives  of  the  public  who  agitated  for 
a  long  period  in  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly,  in  the  old 
Legislative  Council,  and  latter  in  the  Sri  Mulam  Assembly  and  in 
the  Sri  Chitra  State  Council,  that  this  very  necessary  reform  of 
separation  of  Accounts  from  Finance  has  been  effected.  I  was  really 
surprised  to  find  representatives  of  the  people  opposing  this  reform 
which  is  advocated  by  all  progressive  minded  people .  All  pro¬ 
gressive  administrations  have  adopted  it. 

Sir,  it  has  been  pointed  out  that,  in  spite  of  this  separation  of 
Finance  from  Accounts,  there  have  been  defalcations  in  certain  de¬ 
partments.  Such  defalcations  have  been  referred  to  in  order  to 
point  out  that  there  1ms  been  no  proper  auditing  in  spite  of  the 
separation.  Sir,  it  is  very  difficult  for  me  to  understand  what  ex¬ 
actly  is  the  meaning  by  that  argument.  May  I  ask  in  all  humility 
how  were  these  defalcations  discovered  except  by  auditing,  efficient 
auditing  ?  Sir,  auditing  is  not  intended  and  cannot  prevent  de¬ 
falcation.  It  can  only  find  out-defalcations  where  they  have  been 
committed. 

In  this  connection,  Sir,  I  would  strongly  urge  the  appointment 
of  an  independent  Auditor-Gensrel  in  order  to  make  our  system  of 
Finance  and  Accounts  perfect.  The  Public  Accounts  Committee 
can  get  information  of  the  working  of  various  departments  and  can 
efficiently  function  only  if  such  an  independent  officer  comes  into 
existence  I  have  been  advocating  this  even  from  the  time  when  we 
all  unanimously  advocated  the  separation  of  Finance  from 
Accounts. 

Sir,  I  did  not  at  all  think  it  necessary  to  refer  to  the  question 
of  communal  representation  ;  because,  it  irritates  some  honourable 
members  ;  it  is  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  But  I  want  to  make  one 
point  clear  without  being  offensive.  Nobody  for  a  moment  said  that 
efficiency  is  the  monopoly  of  any  one  community  It  seems  that, 
when  we  talk  of  efficiency  it  presupposes,  according  to  some  honour¬ 
able  members  that,  according  to  us,  efficiency  is  the  monopoly  of 
certain  communities.  Sir,  it  is  queer  logic,  so  far  as  1  can  see,  As 
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a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe  that  there  are  efficient  people  in  all  com¬ 
munities.  Now,  Sir,  if  iny  friends  grant  it  is  so,  why  should  they, 
in  the  same  breath,  plead  for  special  consideration  for  certain  com¬ 
munities  '>  If  all  are  equally  efficient,  why  not  come  in  through 
the  door  of  open  competition  ?  Sir,  this  was  the  reason  why  I 
asked  my  esteemed  friend  Mr.  Ismail  why  he  fought  shy  of 
efficiency,  and  tests  and  examinations  for  efficiency.  Sir,  I  did  not 
put  that  question  with  a  view  to  suggest  that  his  community,  or  for 
that  matter  any  other  community,  was  lacking  in  efficient  men.  Far 
from  it.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  because  I  believe  that  all  com¬ 
munities  are  equally  efficient  and  therefore  must  be  prepared  to 
come  and  fight  in  the  open  that  I  ask  that  question.  If  my  friend 
has  that  confidence  in  the  innate  capacity  of  his  community,  why 
not  they  try  in  open  competition  ? 

Mr.  T.  Mahorned  Ismail  :  We  arc  quite  prepared  if  we 
are  given  an  opportunity. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai:  Sir,  I  did  not  want 
any  assurance  from  the  member  ;  I  was  only  clearing  the  point 
which  has  been  raised.  There  is  absolutely  no  question  of  the  pre¬ 
paredness  or  otherwise  of  any  particular  community.  I  only  wanted 
to  clear  the  wrong  impression  that,  because  we  stressed  the  question 
of  efficiency,  we  quest’oned  the  efficiency  of  certain  communities 
and  maintained  that  efficiency  was  the  monopoly  of  our  community. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  Sir,  when  I  questioned 
Mr.  Tampi  whether  efficiency  was  the  monopoly  of  any  community, 
he  said  ‘  Yes  ’  and  added  that  bis  community  more  or  less  had  that 
monopoly. 

Mr,  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  :  Sir,  I  am  not  called 
upon  to  answer  for  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi; 
he  is  well  able  to  defend  himself.  Sir,  I  was  closely  listening  to 
the  debate,  and,  if  I  remember  right,  what  he  said  when  Mr.  Ismail 
interjected  him  was  that  it  might  be  that  certain  communities  who 
are  accustomed  to  hold  offices  and  to  be  in  particular  kinds  of  jobs 
for  the  State,  that  it  was  likely  that  such  communities  might  con¬ 
tain  a  larger  proportion  of  efficient  hands  for  that  particular  kind  of 
work  than  the  other  communities  who  had  not  had  such  oppor¬ 
tunities.  I  think,  Sir,  that  is  an  absolutely  unexceptionable  state¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  T-  Mahomed  Ismail  :  That  is  not  what  he  said. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  :  My  honourable 
friend  is  at  liberty  to  hold  his  view  ;  he  always  wants  to  misunder¬ 
stand  and  to  accuse  us  of  things  which  we  never  meant. 
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MlI*.  T- Mahomed  Ismail  :  Sir,  I  am  quite  prepared  and 
I  can  understand  very  well  every  statement  that  is  made  here. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  I  do  not  yield  ;  I 
do  not  know  what  the  member  is  doing  ;  it  is  neither  a  question 
nor  a  personal  explanation. 

For  the  last  time,  Sir,  I  want  to  make  it  absolutely  clear, 
make  it  plain  as  fur  as  it  lies  in  my  power,  that  we  have  never  said 
that  efficiency  is  the  monopoly  of  any  community.  Far  from  it, 
We  are  saying,  on  the  other  hand,  that  all  communities  are  efficient; 
and  we  are  sportingly  asking  why,  if  that  statement  is  correct, 
every  one  should  not  compete  on  the  basis  of  absolute  equality. 
We  are  even  prepared  to  appreciate  the  claims  for  some  preference 
of  certain  communities  who  on  account  of  custom  were  prevented 
in  the  past  from  having  free  access  to  educational  institutions.  It 
is  true  that  due  to  customs  that  were  prevalent  in  the  country  then, 
certain  communities  are  backward  in  some  respects.  Wc  are  there¬ 
fore  agreeable  for  some  concessions  being  shown  to  such  communi¬ 
ties,  and  even  to  the  community  of  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Ismail  who  refrained  from  resorting  to  educational  institutions  not 
on  account  of  any  obstruction  by  the  Government  or  by  custom 
but  by  their  own  free  choice.  We  are  very  glad  to  find  that  it  has 
now  been  very  authoritatively  stated  by  my  friend  Mr,  Kuruvilla  that 
that  was  all  what  even  the  members  of  his  party  were  askii:g  for. 
That  is  a  very  unexceptionable  proposition  ;  and  I  think  it  is  that 
policy  that  the  Government  are  following.  I  do  not  see  why  some 
people,  in  the  guise  of  defending  a  particular  community,  should 
fight  against  imaginary  ghosts,  should  raise  scares  and  fight  them. 
I  cannot  understand  the  importance  of  it.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
necessary  for  those  who  want  to  feather  their  nett  but  it  is  not  in 
the  public  interest.  It  is  not  in  the  interests  of  such  communities, 
certainly  to  prop  up  and  create  an  impression  that  there  is  inequali¬ 
ty,  that  there  is  injustice  and  in  other  ways  creating  a  false,  impres¬ 
sion.  It  may  be  quite  good  for  individual  purposes.  But  I  cannot 
understand  honestly  that  it  serves  any  public  purpose  or  promotes 
communal  amity  or  furthers  the  cause  of  the  communities  which 
they  are  supposed  to  advocate. 

Rao  Gahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar :  Sir,  one 
honourable  member  stated  that  there  is  no  audit  in  regard  to 
Secretariat  bills.  The  Secretariat  bills  are  prepared  and  audited  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  bills  oE  other  departments.  The  bills  are 
prepared  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Secretariat  and  they  are 
supported  by  vouchers.  The  bills  are  then  sent  to  the  Account 
Office  for  the  pre-audit  where  they  are  checked  and  paid.  The 
rules  and  orders  necessary  for  admitting  the  expenditure  are  carried 
out  in  the  same  manner  as  for  any  other  department.  Even  in 
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regard  to  the  special  expenditure  the  rules  and  orders  are  observed, 
in  the  case  ot  the  Secretariat.  Probably  what  the  member  meant 
was  that  there  is  no  local  audit.  There  is  no  need  for  it.  The 
transactions  in  the  Secretariat  are  not  very  special  and  there  is  no 
justification  for  undertaking  any  local  audit  and  increasing  the  ex¬ 
penditure  thereby. 

The  very  same  member  stated  that  bifurcation  of  the  Finan¬ 
cial  Secretariat  from  the  Account  Office  has  not  resulted  in  any 
economy.  It  was  not  expected  that  the  bifurcation  would  result  in 
an  economy.  The  additional  expenditure  on  account  of  the  bifur¬ 
cation  is  only  Rs.  16,000.  The  financial  Secretary  is  now  doing 
not  only  financial  work  but  also  railway  work.  So  the  cost  is  at 
its  very  minimum.  As  replied  toby  another  member  and  as  I 
pointed  out  elsewhere,  the  necessity  for  the  bifurcation  is  twofold; 
first  to  relieve  the  Account  Officer  from  the  miscellanous  kind  of 
financial  work  ha  had  to  attend  to  previously  and  to  give  him  more 
time  to  devote  to  the  regular  audit  and  accounting  work.  These 
two  duties  are  essentially  different  and  inconsistent  one  with  the 
other.  The  head  of  the  Government  and  the  Chief  Secretary  are 
entitled  to  the  assistance  of  a  separate  Financial  Secretary.  That 
in  brief,  is  the  reason  for  the  introduction  of  (lie  bifurcation  that 
has  been  adopted.  As  has  already  been  pointed  out,  that  bifurcation 
was  the  result  of  a  persistent  and  long-standing  agitation  from  the 
legislature  for  several  years. 

As  regards  the  Government  Servants’  Insurance  Branch  about 
which  the  honourable  member  Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiymr  spoke,  ray 
report  does  not  contain  anything  about  that  insurance  branch 
because  there  is  nothing  special  about  it.  The  figures  regarding 
insurance  will  be  found  at  page  12  of  the  Budget.  The  Public 
Servants’ Branch  amounts  to  Rs.  4  lakhs  and  the  Public  Branch 
amounts  to  3  lakhs.  After  all,  the  life  insurance  accounts  are  very 
simple.  The  tables  have  already  beeen  drawn  up.  The  rates  have 
been  fixed  in  consultation  with  an  actuary.  Once  they  are  fixed, 
they  are  not  altered  until  after  5  years.  Meanwhile  the  duly  of 
the  Account  Office  is  to  get  the  premia  and  enter  them  in  the 
accounts.  When  the  policies  are  due  for  payment  the  payments 
have  to  be  made  on  a  reference  to  (he  tables.  It  is  only  once  in 
five  j ears  that  the  quinquennial  valuation  has  to  be  made.  For 
this  we  send  the  papers  to  the  actuary  in  Bombay  and  get  the  work 
done  on  payment  of  a  small  amount.  There  is  no  day  to  day 
work  for  an  actuary  in  the  life  insurance  branch  and  so  it  is  un¬ 
necessary  expenditure  to  keep  a  man  who  will  be  unemployed  for 
the  rest  of  the  period.  Therefore  there  is  no  justification  for  the 
appointment  of  a  whole -time  actuary. 
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As  regards  the  delays  complained  of  by  him,  in  this  year’s 
budget  we  have  provided  for  a  whole-time  section  head.  We  have 
also  sanctioned  one  or  two  clerks.  Then,  the  Account  Officer  him¬ 
self  is  in  personal  charge  of  the  insurance  branch.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  to  strengthen  that  branch  further  as  things  stand  at 
present. 

In  regard  to  the  communal  question,  of  course  I  am  not  called 
upon  to  say  anything.  About  the  new  appointments  I  have  only 
to  say  that  they  are  all  made  by  the  Public  Service  Commissioner 
in  accordance  with  the  rules  for  the  purpose.  There  is  nothing 
special  about  it.  As  regards  the  point  raised  by  one  honourable 
member  I  may  say  that  in  a  small  office  like  mine  which  consists  of 
not  more  than  10  clerks  I  have  got  two  clerks  belonging  to  his 
community.  I  think  that  ought  to  satisfy  the  honourable  member. 

Mention  w&s  made  about  bad  coins.  We  are  minting  coins 
and  we  are  trying  to  make  it  more  difficult  to  counterfeit.  We 
have  appointed  a  coin  expert  in  the  C.  I.  D.  and  we  hope  that  some 
improvement  will  be  effected  as  a  result  cf  this  measure,  and  that 
it  will  be  possible  lo  detect  counterfeiting  and  bring  to  book  the 
parties  concerned. 

The  honourable  member  Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai 
referred  to  the  appointment  of  an  independent  audit  officer.  Sir, 
there  is  no  case  for  the  appointment  of  an  independent  audit  officer 
in  a  supreme  Government  like  that  of  Travancore,  I  mean,  in  a 
Government  which  is  not  subordinate  to  any  other  Government. 
In  the  Government  of  India  and  the  local  Governments  which  were 
under  the  Secretary  of  State,  there  was  a  necessity  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  independent  Auditor-General,  but  under  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  India  Act  after  the  grant  of.  provincial  autonomy,  there  is 
special  provision  for  the  appointment  of  Provincial  Auditors  General. 
In  Travancore,  where  the  Government  is  not  subordinate  to  any 
other  Government  there  is  no  justification  for  the  appointment  of 
an  independent  audit  officer.  How,  the  present  Account  Officer  is 
subordinate  only  to  the  Government.  He  is  not  subordinate  either 
to  the  Chief  Secretary  or  to  the  Financial  Secretary.  So  he  has 
got  more  facilities  for  exercising  his  duties  and  carrying  out  his 
work  properly  and  independently  of  any  influence  or  pressure  from 
outside.  He  owes  allegiance  only  to  the  Dewan  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  change  in  the  existing  system  is 
necessary. 

I  think  one  honourable  member  made  a  personal  reference  to 
me  and  stated  that  I  should.be  better  employed  in  the  accounts  side 
than  in  the  financial  side.  Sir,  even  at  present  I  am  advising 
Government  on  the  audit  3ide  although  I  am  not  ^responsible 
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directly  for  the  efficiency  of  the  audit  arrangements.  So  the  State 
is  getting  the  benefit  of  my  experience  and  my  advice  on  audit 
matters  also. 

As  regards  defalcation  in  some  offices,  the  audit  officer  has 
now  more  time  to  devote  his  attention  wholly  to  the  audit  of 
accounts.  Of  course  under  no  circumstances  will  misappropriation 
be  avoided  altogether.  It  will  he  going  on.  All  that  we  can  do  is 
to  minimise  it.  For  that  purpose  we  have  provided  au  audit  officer 
with  a  machinery  and  it  is  his  duty  to  devote  his  time  to  it.  The 
departmental  officers  are  also  responsible  for  these  misappropri. 
ations  and  not  merely  the  audit  officers. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath:  Could  it  not  be  minimised  to  any 
extent  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  :  It  can  never  be. 
Human  nature  being  what  it  is,  there  will  be  defalcations  now  and 
then,  here  and  there.  All  that  we  can  do  is  to  see  that  the  audit 
officers  are  alert  and  that  the  departmental  officers  are  alert. 

The  motion  that  Government  be  granted  a  sum  of  Rs.  2,06,147 
under  Demand  XIY — Financial  Secretariat  and  Account  Office 
was  put  and  carried . 

The  grant  was  made. 

DEMAND  XV— POLICE. 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar[:  fi”,  I  rise  to  move  for  a 
grant  of  Rs-  7,59,451  under  Demand  XV — Police. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair :  Sir,  I  oppose 
the  grant  being  made.  I  am  opposing  it  not  because  I  have  got 
any  complaints  to  be  made  against  the  inspection  by  the  Com¬ 
missioner,  not  because  my  complaint  is  that  the  administration  is 
top-heavy  but  because  of  certain  instincts,  the  instinct  of  self-pre¬ 
servation  that  is  in  man.  The  Inspectorate  of  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  is  at  present  causing  considerable  havoc  among  the  public. 
In  answer  to  an  interpellation  that  I  put  to  the  Commissioner  he 
stated  that  three  cases  are  now  pending  enquiry  against  a  few 
Inspectors.  Sir,  we  are  now  enjoying  the  calm  of  a  quiet  reign. 
We  have  the  pleasure  of  the  consciousness  that  our  person  is  secure, 
but  all  the  same,  day  after  day  we  find  that  assaults  on  innocent 
persons  are  on  the  increase.  My  honourable  friend  Mr.  Abdur 
Rahiman  Sahib  pointedly  put  a  question  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Police  as  to  what  he  has  done  in  regard  to  the  allegations  made 
against  an  young  Inspector,  an  Inspector  who  was  only  for  a  year 


DEMAND  XV-  -POLICE. 


437 


in  the  force,  I  mean  an  Inspector  at  Kazhakuttam.  It  was  in  last 
Vrischikam, -that  is  eight  months  before  that  that  Inspector  took 
independent  charge.  Within  these  eight  months  no  less  than  eight 
petitions  have  gone  against  him  to  the  Government  and  also  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Police.  Persons  most  mercilessly  butchered  have 
gone— I  am  submitting  with  a  full  realisation  of  the  responsibility 
of  the  statement  that  I  make — persons  most  mercilessly  butchered 
have  gone  to  the  Police  Commissioner,  to  the  D.  S.  P.  and  the 
A.  S.  P.  and  still  within  six  milts  from  the  metropolis  where  we  are 
under  the  most  benignant  Sovereign  people  are  being  most  mercilessly 
dealt  with.  Sir,  you  have  stated  in  your  opening  address  that  the 
public  safety  is  your  most  vital  look  out.  1’ou  stated  that  you  are 
going  to  give  us  good  air,  good  water,  but  what  about  the  health 
that  nature  has  given  us  ?  If  this  Inspector  is  allowed  to  go  on  in 
this  manner  without  any  manner  of  scrutiny  being  made,  if  these 
complaints  are  not  attended  to,  Sir,  I  ask  are  we  in  South  Africa  ? 
Are  we  not  under  the  most  enlightened  Ruler  ?  Are  we  not 
entitled  to  enjoy  perfect  security  ?  Be  he  the  tallest  man  on  earth, 
let  him  have  the  highest  hold,  every  man  has  a  right  to  preserve 
his  person  against  being  tampered  with  by  any  other  man,  whether 
he  be  a  Police  Inspector  or  for  the  matter  of  that  the  Police  Com¬ 
missioner.  Sir,  I  am  aware  of  a  few  most  pathetic  incidents  which 
I  do  not  want  to  narrate  before  this  House.  My  object  in  submit¬ 
ting  these  facts  before  the  House  is  simply  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Head  of  the  Administration  to  them,  so  that  if  our  wrongs  are 
not  redressed  due  to  some  causes  which  I  might  not  be  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  say,  if  our  wrongs  are  not  legitimately  redressed,  the  Head 
of  the  Administration  to  whom  we  look  for  safety  might  personally 
enquire  into  the  matter.  We  have  got  a  right  to  ask  for  it  and  on 
behalf  of  the  people  I  beseech  you  may  be  pleased  to  do  it4 

Mr-  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib :  I  have  nothing  to  com¬ 
plain  against  the  Police  Commissioner  who  is  a  son  of  the-  soil  and 
who  has  risen  from  the  lowest  rank  to  the  highest  rank  in  the 
department  and  who  is  trying  to  give  entire  satisfaction  as  far '  as 
possible.  But  with  regard  to  the  misconduct  of  his  subordinate*, 

I  cannot  but  say  a  few  words.  Sir,  it  is  brought  to  my  notice  that-, 
in  Kazhakutam  simply  because  one  Mahomedan  stood  as  surety 
for  another  the  Police  subordinates  including,  the  Inspector- took  up 
cudgels  against  him,  severely  persecuted  him  and  created  all  sorts 
of  trouble  for  him  and  even  made  his  life  very  unhappy  and 
miserable.  Sir,  a  large  number  of  people  waited  in  deputation  on 
the  Police  Commissioner  and  even  now  their  grievances  remain  un- 
redressed.  Hot  only  this  man  who  stood  as  surety  but  a  large 
Vol,  X.  No  7. 
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number  of  people  living  iu  that  locality  were  severely  molested  by 
the  Police.  Hence  the  complaint.  In  such  matters  taking  place 
quite  close  to  the  capital,  the  Department  ought  to  have  paid 
sufficient  attention  and  redressed  the  grievances  of  the  innocent 
people  as  speedily  as  possible.  In  answer  to  an  interpellation  this 
morning,  find  that  of  the  nine  applications  for  sanction  to 
prosecute  Inspectors  during  the  last  four  years,  in  six  cases  per¬ 
mission  was  rejected.  In  regard  to  the  Kazhakuttam  Inspector  I 
understand  that  the  aggrieved  people  have  applied  for  permission 
to  prosecute  him  for  misconduct.  In  such  cases  what  I  wish  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Commissioner  is  that  such  unhappy  in¬ 
cidents  should  be  avoided,  and  sin" ply  because  a  person  stood  as 
surety  to  another  and  simply  because  the  Police  had  a  grudge 
against  him,  that  should  not  be  made  an  occasion  for  perpetrating 
attrocious  deeds. 

Another  thing  that  I  have  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Com¬ 
missioner  is  the  troublesome  and  annoying  way  in  which  the 
C.  I.  D.  are  molesting  respectable  citizens  not  only  in  the  mofussil 
but  in  the  capital  as  well.  Sir,  with  the  re-organisation  of  the 
C.  I  D.  it  has  become  a  source  of  nuisance  to  law-abiding  and 
peaceful  citizens;  They  are  unnecessarily  annoying  the  citizens 
and  their  houses  are  pestered  like  anything  by  these  C.  I.  D. 
people.  I  request  the  Commissioner  to  be  more  alert  in  seeing  that 
complaints  of  this  nature  do  not  arise  in  future. 

In  regard  to  the  Traffic  Department,  I  understand  that  quali¬ 
fied  Muslims  are  given  sufficient  encouragement.  Sir,  people  who 
have  qualified  themselves  for  that  branch,  people  who  have  been 
specially  trained  in  that  branch,  are  not  encouraged  at  all.  It  is 
years  since  a  Muslim  has  secured  certificates  and  diplomas  and  till 
now  he  has  not  been  provided  with  an  appointment  in  that  Depart¬ 
ment,  I  request  the  Commissioner  to  sympathetically  consider  his 
case  and  redress  his  grievance. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai  ( Tovala  cum  Agastis- 
varam )  :  Sir,  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  supporting  this 
Demand. 

President :  The  House  will  now  adjourn  and  meet  again 
at  2  o’clock. 

The  House  adjourned  for  lunch  at  I  r.  m.  and  re-assembled  at 
2  p.  m„  the  President  presiding. 

Mr,  M.  Govinda  Pillai,  B.  a.,  Ag.  An  -hal  Superintendent  took 
the  oath  and  signed  the  Rolls. 
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Mr.  V.  s.  Arumukham  PHlai :  Sir,  I  was  listening  to 
some  of  the  remarks  made  by  my  honourable  friends.  They  seem 
to  indulge  in  referring  to  the  vagaries  of  individual  Inspectors  and 
Head  Constables-  But  they  have  not  expressed  their  opinion  as 
regards  the  general  administration  of  the  department.  Mr.  Kesavan 
Hair  referred  to  an  individual  Inspector  and  made  a  vague  state¬ 
ment  that  assault  is  on  the  increase-  If  individual  cases  are 
brought  to  the  notice  of  Government,  or  the  Commissioner,  I  am 
sure  they  will  be  dealt'  with.  Mr.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  who 
succeeded  him — 

President :  Who  followed  him. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai :  Thank  you,  Sir, 
Mr.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahim,  who  followed  him,  referred  to  certain 
individual  cases  touching  on  the  general  administration  of  the 
department.  I  submit  that  it  is  very  unjust  and  unfair  on  our 
part  to  indulge  in  charges  against  individual  persons.  The  Police 
consist  of  numerous  persons,- some  of  whom  may  behave  impro- 
perly.  That  is  not  a  ground  for  passing  sweeping  remarks  against 
the  whole  department.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Police 
have  got  an  important  part  to  play  in  the  administration  of  the 
State.  Protection  of  life  and  u.-operty,  maintenance  of  law  and 
order,  are  some  of  the  important  items  of  work  to  be  attended  to 
by  them.  And  the  well-being  of  the  State  is  measured  by  the 
extent  to  which  these  are  secured  for  us.  The  Police  are  i  he 
custodians  of  peace  and  order.  A  well-disciplined  Police  force, 
with  a  sense  of  responsibility  adds  to  the  prestige  of  the  State- 
Sir,  these  facts  are  to  be  borne  in  mind  in  making  remarks  on  the 
administration  of  the  department.  It  is  a  matter  for  congratula¬ 
tion  that  during  recent  years  the  tone  of  this  department  has  risen 
very  high.  We  have  seen  how  they  have  been  behaving  and  how 
efficiently  they  have  been  maintaining  discipline  and  order  and 
have  won  the  approbation  and  admiration  of  the  greatest  per¬ 
sonage,  Mahatma  Gandhi.  They  have  done  good  work  in  con¬ 
nection  with  various  festivals  and  in  connection  with  the  visit 
of  His  Excellency  the  Governor.  They  were  behaving  very 
satisfactorily.  I  ask  honourable  members  whether  they  are  not 
proud  of  the  fact  that  a  great  person  like  Mahathma  Gandhi  has 
admired  our  Police  force. 

Coming  to  the  Traffic  Branch,  we  find  there  is  very  huge 
traffic  in  our  State.  Casualities  and  accidents  are  comparatively 
rare.  That  is  due  to  the  efficiency  and  discipline  of  the  Traffic 
section.  With  these  remarks,  I  support  the  Demand. 
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Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  :  Sir,  I  wish  to  speak  a  few  words  in 
regard  to  the  C.  I.  D.  branch  of  the  Police  and  try  to  assure  the 
Government  that  we  expect  from  the  Police  Department  a  high 
amount  of  discipline  and  efficiency  {hear,  hear)  and  a  consciousness 
of  safety  among  the  public  and  a  feeling  that  there  is  a  well-disci¬ 
plined  and  controlled  Police  force  in  the  State.  Coming  to  the 
Travancore  C.  1.  D.  one  defect  we  find  is  that  as  soon  as  a  person 
is  appointed  to  the  C.  I.  D.  his  name  is  published  in  the  papers. 
That  should  not  he.  Government  will  do  well  to  make  the  C.  I.D. 
known  only  to  the  head  of  the  administration  and  some  scheme 
evolved  by  which  neither  any  of  the  public  nor  any  of  the  officers 
except  :the  Dewan  could  identify  the  employees  of  the  0. 1.  D. 
branch. 

Coming  to  corruption  and  Police  excesses,  these  things  cause 
great  suffering  and  trouble  to  the  people  of  the  State  at  large.  One 
can  easily  find  that  corruption  is  the  outcome  of  a  'greediness  to 
amass  money  by  all  means  and  corrupt  officers  have  no  scruples  to 
adopt  any  mean  and  unjust  methods.  There  may  be  Inspectors 
who  may  be  very  corrupt  but  at  the  same  time  there  may  not; be 
any  complaints  against  them  at  all.  They  will  bo  tactful  and  try  to 
please  all  influential  people  in  their  locality.  There  may  be  Ins¬ 
pectors  who  are  very  honest  and  bold  and  at  the  same  time  will  not 
yield  to  anybody’s  influence  and  who  may  not  be  tactful  in  measures 
adopted  for  honest  and  efficient  discharge  of  their  duties.  Such 
people  sometimes  commit  excesses.  'When  Government  consider 
cases  against  these  officers,  they  should  exercise  the  most  judicious 
discretion  in  dealing  with  them.  There  is  a  distinction  between 
other  departments  and  the  Police.  The  Police  have  to  use  violence 
on  some  occasions  and  deal  with  extraordinary  situations.  It  may 
sometimes  be  that  persons  against  whom  violence  may  be  inflicted 
may 'be  men  of  high  position  but  in  suspicious  circumstances  on 
particular  occasions.  We  have  heard  how  an  England  returned  man 
was  beaten  in  the  Kamamangalam  ease-  What  the  Police  say  is  that 
they  did  not  know  who  he  was  and  was  in  the  midst  of  smugglers 
incidentally.  In  dealing  with-the  actions  of  Police  Officers  who  are 
just  and  uncorrupt  but  at  the  same  time  reported  to  indulge  in 
excesses,  Government  will  do  well  to  use  the  utmost  discretion. 
They  may  be  given  warning  and  told  that  they  should  not  indulge 
hr  excesses  and  corrected  in  time.  Excesses  might  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  by  well-intentioned,  just  and  uncorrupt  officers  in  order  to 
■serve  the  interests  of  Government  and  safeguard  the  public.  Sir, 
when  two  years  ago  the  Police  Demand  came  before  the  Assembly, 
there  was  a  cut  motion  to  the  effect  that  the  excesses  committed  by 
the  Police  at  Alleppey  should  be  criticised.  At  that  time  also  1 
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o'ave  expression  to  the  same  view.  The  Inspector  in  charge  was  a 
bold,  efficient  and  honest  officer.  I  may  also  say  that  the  Inspector 
who  was  then  found  fault  with  by  some  of  the  leading  public  has 
been  since  proved  to  be  very  able  officer  and  has  been  awarded  a 
Police  medal  recently  besides  being  promoted  on  the  score  of  merit. 
Government  should  use  the  utmost  discretion  before  punishing  such 
officers. 

Coming  to  the  Karunagapalli  incident,  there  are  two  versions. 
Some  say  that  the  case  was  the  outcome  of  communal  tension.  It 
is  a  place  where  the  Nair  is  predominant.  If  the  Police  did  not 
efficiently  quell  a  communal  riot  there,  of  course  the  Nair  would 
have  had  the  upperhand  and  unfortunate  incidents  taken  place.  My 
point  is  that  in  this  matter  communal  considerations  should  not 
weigh  at  all  with  the  authorities.  At  the  same  time,  if  action  has 
to  be  taken  against  any  particular  officer,  Government  should  do  so 
after  paying  due  consideration  to  all  sides  of  the  question. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko :  Sir,  I  have  a  plethora  of  complaints  to 
be  made  against  the  Police.  Some  of  the  honourable  members  who 
spoke  before  me  referred  to  certain  complaints  and  I  do  not  mean 
to  multiply  instances.  I  would  request  the  Commissioner  of  Police 
to  humanise  the  Police  Department.  It-  is  quite  esseutial  that  the 
department  should  be  humanised  as  eai’ly  as  possible.  It  does  not 
very  much  matter  whether  a  clerical  section  is  humane  or  not.  But 
the  Police  have  to  deal  with  people  and  they  ought  to  be  humane. 
We  have  at  present  the  most  inhuman  beings  in  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment.  Most  of  them  were  good  beings  before  they  entered  the  de¬ 
partment.  By -some  unknown  process  they  convert  themselves  into 
such  beings.  They  are  responsible  for  breaking  the  bones  of  a  good 
many  citizens  of  Travancore.  The  Police  are  sometimes  causing 
death  also.  The  good  we  get  out  of  them  is  only  very  little  when 
compared  to  the  evil  that  is  being  caused  by  them.  It  may  not  be 
possible  to  make  the  department  perfect.  There  is  nothing  perfect 
in  the  world.  But  it  must  be  made  possible  to  get  more  good  out 
of  the  Police  than  evil.  The  department  must  be  made  to  yield  at 
least  95  per  cent,  good  making  room  for  not  more  that  5  per  cent, 
evil. 

The  Police  Commissioner  says  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  out 
offenders  among  his  own  men  unless  the  complainants  are  able  to 
identify  them.  Is  it  not  tantamount  to  an  admission  that  his  men 
are  not  honest  and  true.  It  is  like  giving  a  warning  to  his  men  to 
go  and  assault  innocent  people  only  in  batches  of  twenty- or  thirty 
and  without  uniforms  -so  that  they  might  not  be  identified  by  any. 
■Can  he  not  identify  offenders  among  his  own  men  ?  Will  none  of 
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them  speak  the  truth  to  him  at  least  iu  a  departmental  enquiry  ? 
He  puts  the  duty  of  proving  the  offences  of  his  own  men  on  the 
people.  If  the  people  are  dishonest  they  can  show  the  wrong  per¬ 
sons  and  say  that  they  assaulted  them.  But  the  people  are  not  so 
dishonest.  The  Commissioner  must  be  able  to  find  out  the  truth 
from  his  own  men.  If  he  cannot  find  it  out  from  them,  then  it  is  a 
very  bad  state  of  affairs. 

The  Police  seem  to  be  smarting  under  the  control  of  the 
Magistracy.  They  do  not  want  to  be  under  the  control  of  anybody 
in  the  world.  If  any  order  goes  against  the  side  of  the  Police  then 
they  say  that  the  Magistrate  should  not  have  a  place  in  Travancore. 
Sir,  the  Police  should  be  willing  to  abide  by  the  law  like  anybody 
else  in  Travancore.  Hitherto  in  charge  sheets  we  used  to  find 
against  the  names  of  witnesses  the  points  which  they  were  to  prove. 
Now  that  is  not  the  case. 

All  that  is  gone.  The  Police  want  to  take  advantage  of  this 
and  thus  corruption  among  the  ranks  is  encouraged.  When  any 
case  is  taken  up  by  them  for  prosecution  they  think  that  they  are 
interested  parties  who  should  win  their  side  by  hook  or  by  crook. 
They  are  only  to  find  out  the  truth  and  help  the  administration  of 
Justice.  But  they  are  not  satisfied  with  that.  They  resort  to 
the  most  wicked  means  to  win  the  case.  If  a  wrong  occurs  in  any 
locality,  the  Police  go  there  and  make  the  situation  worse.  It  is  in¬ 
variably  done  just  to  extract  money  from  the  people  of  that  area. 
As  a  consequence  hundreds  of  people  are  put  to  trouble.  In  fact 
the  Police,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  not  a  source  of  peace  and 
tranquillity  for  the  State  ;  they  are  move  a  source  of  disturbance. 

I  should  not  be  understood  as  making  personal  complaints.  I  re¬ 
quest  the  Commissioner  to  make  the  Police  Department  as  benefi- 
cal  for  the  State  of  Travancore  as  possible. 

Mr.  James  Fletcher  ( Kalkulam  and  Vilavankod  cum 
Neyyattinkara )  :  Sir,  when  we  are  at  the  grant  for  the  Police 
Department  I  will  suggest  a  very  important  factor  about  the  Police 
lock-ups  in  various  centres  of  the  State.  In  most  of  the  Police 
Stations  there  are  lock-ups,  where  under- trial  prisoners  are  kept. 
Among  them  are  men  who  are  habitual  criminals,  men  who  have 
been  convicted  many  times  and  come  back  for  ra-trial.  At  the 
same  time,  there  are  young  men  who  have  been  suspected  of  crime 
and  kept  iu  the  lock-up  for  the  time  being.  ID  ?ort.mately,  these 
two  sets  of  people  are  locked  up  together,  in  the  same  room,  for  a 
number  of  days.  The  result  is  that  the  hardened  criminal  imparts 
certain  qualities  to  the  new  comer  in  'the  field  of  crime.  Our 
desire  should  be  that  these  young  men,  who  are  not  accustomed  to 
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crime  and  who  are  only  the  first  offenders,  may  be  saved  from 
further  criminal  activities.  But  when  they  are  kept  up  in  the 
same  lock-up,  with  hardened  criminals,  they  are  lost  for  ever  to 
the  society.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  pray  that  it  is  necessary  where  the 
under-trial  prisoners  are  kept  that  the  Police  Inspectors  are  given 
strict  injunction  that  such  people  are  not  kept  together.  I  desire 
to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  this  fact,  viz.,  that  our  Police 
Department  with  all  its  good  qualities  think  that  third  degree 
methods  are  very  necessary  in  Travancore  for  extracting  confes¬ 
sions.  No  doubt  the  same  is  followed  ir.  other  parts  of  India. 
That  is  why  there  is  so  much  complaint  about  the  Police.  When¬ 
ever  a  person  is  suspected  of  an  offence,  without  knowing  the  real 
state  of  affairs,  the  Police  Inspector  takes  to  third  degree  methods. 
That  is  most  undesirable.  It  is  not  only  here  but  in  British  India 
also  this  is  prevalent.  I  request  that  the  Commissioner  will  take 
early  steps  to  see  that  method  of  extracting  confession  is  not 
resorted  to,  as  far  as  possible. 

I  will  also  suggest  a  word  regarding  the  prevalence  of  counter¬ 
feit  coins  in  Travancore.  All  sorts  of  people  make  fourteen  chuck- 
ram  pieces,  seven  chuckram  pieces  and  four  chuckram  pieces. 
Unfortunately,  it  is  the  innocent  people  who  suffer  on  this  score. 
These  false  coins  are  distributed  everywhere  and  taken  to  markets 
where  people  frequent,  innocent  people  who  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  difference  between  good  and  bad  coins  come  in  possession  of 
them  and  suffer.  They  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  them.  If 
the  C.  I.  D.  could  devote  their  attention  to  this  matter,  they  could 
easily  find  out  the  source  of  counterfeiting  and  prevent  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  counterfeit  coins.  'With  these  words  I  support  the 
Demand. 

f  Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail ;  Sir,  in  supporting  the  demand 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  vords.  The  Police  force  is  kept  in  a  country 
to  preserve  Law  and  order.  It  is  admitted  that  there  are  law¬ 
breakers  in  every  country  throughout  the  world.  Otherwise,  there 
is  no  need  for  Law  Courts,  Police  stations  and  Jails.  If  thieves, 
robbers  and  unruly  elements  are  to  be  handled,  the  Police  have  to 
do  much  work,  perhaps  a  little  inhuman  work  at  times.  Much  is 
said  that  the  innocent  people  are  tortured  by  the  Police.  It  is 
true,  when  dealing  with  unruly  people,  some  innocent  people  may 
be  caught  due  to  certain  circumstances.  To  find  out  the  truth, 
some  of  the  Police  officers  are  tempted  to  create  hardship.  Apart 
from  some  black  sheep  found  in  this  department,  as  in  the  case  of 
other  departments,  my  honest  opinion  is  that  the  Police  .Department 
is  efficiently  carrying  on  its  work.  For  instance,  was  it  not  said 
the  other  day  that  smuggling  is  going  on  in  the  Northern  frontier? 
It  is  a  relief  to  hear  from  the  Police  Commissioner  and  the  Excise 
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Commissioner  that  excise  incomes  are  increasing  and  smuggling  is 
prevented  to  some  extent.  This  certainly  is  due  to  the  efficient  work 
of  the  Reserve  Police.  Coming  to  the  C.  I.  D.  work,  it  is  admit¬ 
ted  tint  the  work  of  the  C.  I.  D.  is  really  strenuous.  These  are 
days  of  democracy  and  socialism.  We  have  also  heard  in  this 
House  itself  about  the  formation  of  certain  unlawful  associations. 
It  was  also  said  that  responsible  Government  must  be  set  up  which 
is  a  little  different  from  that  exists  now.  It  is  the  work  of  the 
C.  I-  D.  to  find  out  the  truth  that  lies  undrneath  the  societies  that 
are  being  formed  in  some  places.  It  may  be  unpleasant  to  some 
people;  ft  may  be  annoying  some  others.  But  if  the  C,.I.  D.  is 
not  careful  in  finding  out  the  unlawful  societies  that  spring  at 
times,  the  country  will  not  prosper  and  it  will  not  be  possible  to 
run  an  orderly  Government.  I  can  with  confidence  say  that  the 
C.  I.  D.  has  done  excellent  work  during  the  past  years  when  our 
country  was  in  a  turmoil. 

R.  V.  Thomas  :  What  does  the  member  mean  by  the 
expression  “turmoil  condition”  ? 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  I  only  meant  about  troubles 
due  to  the  last  elections  as  in  the  case  of  elections  in'  all  countries. 
I  also  meant  the  circumstances  that  led  to  these  elections.  It  is 
natural  that  there  may  arise  difficulties  and  troubles.  It  is  the 
work  of  the  C.  I.  D.  to  keep  orderliness.  Not  only  during  elec¬ 
tions  but  also  during  certain  meetings,  troubles  arise  and  such  in¬ 
stances  are  not  rare  in  the.  country.  I  ouce  again  say  that  the 
work  of:  the  C.  I.  D.  on  those  occasions  was  excellent. 

About  the  Traffic  Department,  T  have  to  say  a  word.  There 
is  much  improvement  from,  what  it  was  some  years  back.  There 
may  be  complaints  and  justification  too  for  them.  But  it  can  be 
firmly  asserted  that  work  is  being  continued  in  a  most  well- 
ordered  manner. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  Sir,  I  rise 
to  oppose  the  motion.  In  doing  so  I  do  not  wish  to  endorse  every 
word  uttered  by  my  friend  Mr.  Kesavan  Nair.  It  sounded  us  so 
lurid  and  so  vivid.  Since  1919,  I  have  not  heard  such  accounts^  of 
the- Police  and  the  Military,  reminiscent  of  the  tense-  days,  like  the 
Amritsar  incident  and  the  crawling  order.  I  do  not  think;  there  is 
anything  like  that  now.  My  friend  must  have  unconsciously  used  a 
language  of  exaggeration. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  =  Sir,  a  word  of 
personal  explanation,  I  used  it  most  consciously. 
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Mr  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi:  Neither  do 
I  want  to  endorse  every  word  that  was  uttered  by  Mr.  Aruinukham 
Pillai  whose  speech  sounded  like  the  speech  delivered  by  a  member 
of  Provisional  government  or  a  Governor  at  a  Police  parade,  descri¬ 
bing  about  the  stress  and  strain  brought  on  the  forces.  The  real 
attitude  must  not  be  of  unduly  praising  the  work  or  condemnum 
the  work  of  the  Police.  It  is  true  that  the  Police  are  working 
under  a  serious  handicap,  entailing  great  trouble;  and  that  their 
work  demands  a  good  deal  of  circumspection.  I  do  not  share  the 
view  that  the  forces  arc  now-a-days  getting  very  much  better.  lam 
only  appealing  to  the  Police  Commissioner  that  he  must  avail  him¬ 
self  of  the  opportunity  graciously  given  to  him  by  the  Government 
and  see  that  the  Police  force  is  reorganised  so  that  the  Travancore 
Police  may  earn  a  better  reputation. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  does  not  very  much  serve  public 
interests  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  the  vagaries  of  indi¬ 
vidual  policeman. 

I  only  wish  the  Commissioner  to  enquire  into  those  allegations 
and  come  to  a  decision  on  their  merits.  The  Commissioner  on  no 
account  should  yield  to  political  pressure  in  dealing  with  depart¬ 
mental  questions  of  this  sort,  (Mr.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  Hear, 
hear')  I  was  told  in  another  place — I  cannot  vouchsafe  for  the  accu¬ 
racy  of  the  statement — the  Commissioner  on  hearing  some  version 
of  an  incident  suspended  a  Police  Inspector.  I  request  that  the 
Commissioner  should  look  into  those  questions  as  I  said  before,  on 
the  merits  and  come  to  a  decision. 

A  word  about  the  C.  I.  D.  Unfortunately,  I  was  not  taken 
so  much  into  the  confidence  of  the  Government  or  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Police.  They  have  not  spoken  to  me  about  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  work  done  by  them.  As  a  man  who  is  in  a  way  con¬ 
nected  with  the  working  of  the  legal  system  of  the  country,  as  a 
pleader  appearing  occasionally  before  courts,  I  know,  that  certain 
cases  have  been  brought  to  light  in  respect  of  counterfeit  coins  by 
means  of  C.  I.  D.  work.  I  think  the  C.  I.  D.  must  have  been 
doing  pretty  good  work. 

But  there  is  the  other  side  of  the  C.  I.  D.  work,  Finding  that 
there  is  no  political  trouble  in  the  land  they  make  a  show  that  there 
is  some  trouble  in  the  country,  They  attend  very  innocent  meet¬ 
ings,  religious  meetings,  and  vegetarian  associations.  1  had  the 
honour  of  my  speech  being  noted  down  by  a  diligent  looking  man 
when  I  was  talking  against  the  transport  scheme.  That  was  at  a 
meeting  held  at  Alteppey.  In  fact  the  psychology  of  the  people 
has  changed  now.  The  moment  the  policeman  is  there  the  speeches 
Vol.  XNo.  7 
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get  more  peppery.  Occasions  which  would  otherwise  have  gone 
peacefully  are  made  very  electric  by  the  presence  of  the  Police 
officers. 

Sir,  an  honourable  friend  has  referred  to  the  honourable  work 
done  by  the  Police  during  the  troublous  years.  As  a  citizen  of 
Travancore,  who  has  been  residing  here  for  the  last  several  years, 
I  can  say  that  there  in  no  recent  year  was  there  any  trouble  in  the 
country  worth  speaking  about.  I  have  had  occasion  to  point  out 
even  on  previous  occasions  that  there  is  absolutely  no  trouble  worth 
speaking  in  this  country,  There  was,  trouble  in  the  sense  that  some 
of  the  big  Government  officers  wanted  to  make  out  that  they  were 
doing  mighty  things  by  the  Government  by  exaggerating  immao-i- 
nary  dangers  to  the  State,  If  half  a  dozen  school  boys  meet  to¬ 
gether  to  discuss  whether  town  life  or  village  life  is  better,  an  in¬ 
dustrious  Police  Officer  would  take  into  his' head  to  report  that  they 
were  talking  about  a  culpable  brand  of  socialism.  Apart  from  the 
exaggerations  occasionally  indulged  in  by  the  Police  Officers  whose 
capacity  and  indispensability  would  thus  be  proved,  there  is  abso- 
lutely  uo  trouble  in  the  country.  I  trust  the  Police  Commissioner 
who  has  been  in  service  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  would 
try  his  level  best  to  improve  the  tone  of  the  Police.  This’  is  the 
chance  given  to  him  to  improve  the  forces  and  improve  it  in  such  a 
manner  as  when  he  leaves  the  department  he  may  earn  the  grati¬ 
tude  of  the  people.  I  do  not  want  to  disguise  from  the  House  that 
there  are  two  views  regarding  the  extension  of  service  granted  to 
him*  It  is.  bad,  grace  of  course,  to  say  anything  now  that  his  period 
of  service  is  actually  extended,  I  have  no  malice  against  him.  He 
is  reputed  to  be  a  Police  officer  of  understanding  and  intelligence 
and  my  only  appeal  to  him  is  that  he  must  muster  ail  his  courage 
in  improving  the  Police  Department  during  his  term  of  office. 


•  5'  :  X  also  oppose  the  Demand.  Sir, 

m  this  House  more  than  one  instance  has  been  pointed  out  of  the 
Police  excesses.  What  I  have  to  say  is  that  when  such  things  are 
reported,  the  Police  Commissioner  should  at  once  enquire  into  the 
matter  and  if  the  Police  is  found  guilty  sufficient  punishment  must 
be  meted  out  to  them.  In  this  connection,  1  may  say  a  few  words 
with  regard  to  the  incident  at  Karunagapalli.  That  was  a  verv 

w£lto.“r.in.?.b”,i  <W*’  *  '0t  <*  I**"- 


Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  PHlai : 

of  order.  The  matter  is  sub  judice. 


a  point 
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President :  The  honourable  imember  may  remember  tha 
the  matter  is  under  investigation  by  a  coart  .of  law,  and  generally 
the  legislature  will  not  discuss  such  matters, 

Mr.  M.  -3.  Anirudhan  :  I  willnotrefer  to  the  incident.  I 
am  referring  only  to  the  conduct  of  the  Police  in  general  when  the 
Commissioner  is  convinced  that  the  Police  has  committed  some 
mistakes  those  mistakes  must  be  rectified  and  sufficient  punishment 
given  to  them. 

Another  matter  which  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  is  about  the  attitude  of  the  Police  at  -  Alleppey.  At  Alleppey, 
there  are  a  lot  of  labourers  working  ;in  so  many  factories.  There 
may  be  troubles  regarding  their  wages.  When  such  situations  arise, 

I  am  very  sorry  to  submit,  that,  the  Police  very  often  take  sides 
with  factory  owners  and  those  workers  are  very  badly  handled.  I 
know  the  instance  of  a  poor  labourer  badly  handled  simply  because 
be  made  a  speech.  If  he  made  a  speech  and  if  that  speech  was 
seditious,  there  was  no  harm  in  taking  a  case  against  him  and 
getting  him  convicted.  But  the  Police  handled  him  very  badly. 

Before  closing  I  may  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  the  in¬ 
equality  of  representation  of  Ezhavas  in  the  Police  Department.  I 
am  very  thankful  to  the  honourable  friend  Sir.  Kuujukrishna  Pillai 
for  conceding  at  least  now  that  there  are  efficient  bands  in  all  com¬ 
munities.  But  on  going  through  the  caste-war  statement  I  find 
that  there  are  only  190  Ezhavas  while  there  are  1,134  Nair  const¬ 
ables  in  the  Police  Department.  Again  in  the  C.  1.  D.  there  are 
only  six  constables,  not  even  a  single  head  constable,  from  among 
the  Ezhavas.  There  were  some  recruitments  of  Police  Inspectors 
from  1110  to  1112,  During  these  years  nine  Inspectors  were  re¬ 
cruited,  But  not  a  single  Ezhava  was  recruited  within  these  three 
years.  Going  through  these  figures  one  will  be  tempted  to  think 
that  something  is  working  behind  so  that  these  unrepresented  com¬ 
munities  do  not  get  opportunities  to  enter  into  the  public  services 
of  the  state. 

Mr.  M.  Govindatl :  I  wish  to  make  a  general  observation 
regarding  the  detection  of  crimes.  My  friend  Mr.  Balakrishnan 
Tampi  said  that  he  deprecated  references  to  particular  cases  but 
violated  the  same  by  referring  to  the  case  of  one  Inspector  and  the 
Police  Commissioner,  But  I  promise  to  abide  by  my  declaration 
that  I  shall  not  refer  any  officers. 

In  Travancore  we  have  progressed  far  in  education  and 
naturally  in  the  matter  of  the  complexity  of  the  crimes  committed. 
As  there  are  more  complex  crimes  committed  and  there  is  greater 
difficulty  for  the  Police  to  detect  them.  Co-operation  of  the  public 
is  needed  for  detection  and  for  securing  evidence-  I  must  confess 
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that  very  decent  people  among  us  feel  that  when  a  neighbour  thief 
may  be  hidden  in  a  corner  of  our  House,  the  sense  of  protecting  the 
neighbour  predominates  the  duty  to  help  the  Police  in  the  detection 
of  the  crime,  and  it  is  this  difficulty  that  the  Police  experience.  The 
methods  employed  by  the  Police  in  detection  are  also  not  quite  up- 
to-date  although  our  Police  cannot  be  said  to  be  inferior  to  any 
other  Police  in  India.  The  difficulties  are  the  same  elsewhere  also. 
Here,  in  the  matter  of  detection  of  crimes,  the  usual  method  is  one 
of  terrorising  and  applying  physical  force  with  a  view  to  get  at  the 
truth.  This  fact  must  be  confessed  although  the  Police  Com¬ 
missioner  may  not  be  free  to  admit  it  before  this  House.  This  is  the 
old  method  and  must  be  given  up  and  new  methods  of  detection  of 
crimes  adopted.  If  necessary,  one  or  two  competent  officers  may 
be  sent  to  England  to  study  the  methods  adopted  there  for  detec¬ 
tion  of  crimes.  How  gently  they  proceed  without  terrorising 
anybody,  observing  and  finding  out  crimes  !  How  well  the  work  is 
being  done  in  the  west  ?  Have  we  not  read  of  very  intelligent 
methods  employed  in  detective  stories.  Such  kind  or  work  has  to 
be  encourged.  Even  prizes  may  be  awarded  to  persons  who  adopt 
such  methods  of  detection. 

Mr.  T-  K.  Kittan  =  (Vuiham,  Koltayam,  and  Changana- 
aherry  cum  Peermade)  :  nrud),  roos^toc&aiC!^0  <8o_ioajlcr\/ aaorucn^c  tug. 
a©  (insaJoojaoalB0.  sjcnoruosu)  ai<b@cT|c06a 2oo>oq,°  ffia_iofijlcrv“aa<Tu 
cr^flsroi'laabo  o^sf^ojo  on{iist51gjlca6ienr)o_  ©oi@1q^o  a_i<ftejo  goal's 
Qioto)  S3 0066b Oo  ®0Q.o^so®nj)  c&>spls«fra^§cm<5)0  <8a_ioejlfruls)ctbo  c&oai 
eriao6Ua“.  ateHcm  rn>a5(t>oo,c&0o  ©ogaimnsnaotfescuioflo  ajgogefljttnoqjo 
i&sT  wu2ioa3oa3Qj©TaJoejao(OYDr.ao“(!aisr®T  af|(8oQ)ocol<flsiotisn§ .  aajo 
eflurTaanruoqjmflcoJi  <BTD§ra«5>ta»0Qj(gg)  ^flai  raiafofooac&oo  a.su§o 

teakarrol AstS).  raroroooag)  qjss>c9s>  <bto@ot(I5>1cqT!(o6  QJjo©g-|fi>oQf|ej  <a>s 
(OKftloTl^cmmonn  aaaO-syg-p^srBomfi.  csra©  aolooijQgjkeaoab  a®<&u 
oaauorutaaaraaaaosni0  nuoaflasioamairmeojoco  GaJo^crveBjoafflt^sn 
taroaflas  (SYDUitBacqjo  sajoejlcry<e>ossoa0  .,“aanrocry0c9>offi3o  o1gycy“  «ojo 
ailaqjo&sl  srooPasoaiaa  oJooiacyg  sowsaag  aojeaflcSao^o  aru<g 
o^)cmosfa“  <uotqjrmg8°.  <&iooc9s>oa<o  cfesn^ailslcasiccgo  c©|«afiicdri<o5 

S)t8>06ti|aj(oTcaioqjo  a  ojscgjsnasf  (SYtKmjoaioojajasrDcno  rruffl2iri5>l*®oo. 
Qg)cmo«56  (Tuoct}<fl6ias.  sa-HQailn^aigscna  offlalW  ag)^JOaiako  rruiBjSg) 
6n^°.  giB  <fl>3jg}6S03>gqJod'l  gogsaia©  rarDeoDjaaisfior’  roscat£l<hn§lagy 
sTltoi  gocrolaarEeflaio  eatsre  (Brofflctojausfioo  oos«TOc9>gCio  c9aoo<ss>oa®  <b> 
6n^oJlsrljyJ’  fWcsafinoQaiuoleafti  at9>o§<9®ift>(S8o  eoismo 
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gp  cu51g_jO(i|aacibdlro6  cu51  o0oru°.  oil.  aotcso  o0.  o0mju. 
ail.  S-Ooto  S.sn§u.  gorsfltoi  o0.  o0(ru\,  ail.  g.<ssjoc no  rsflaro  ot®qj 
cojalgjo®®  sscmt>sm>u.  gQctbo^c&0saaoa©  eao<ol|  cuf|.  0000°.  ail. 
aoGfflO§u  a(orogiaJ03l(gijassai(D?c9alcQ)Qg36  ao©c  aroflcQ'o<feo. 

o0.  a0fnj“.  ail.  ao&ceao  cu51.  <ig/nj°.  ai\  aodxSQo  (roaalejgg. 
®rosiQj0  3i'<^ngjonruo6>AO!ni  .afl&j  <8c&>rrpc&>0oceau  GsooSjoaiKBcnomi". 
^ilaiGojoOo  o0.  o0(ru.  ail.  ffit0>®rm§(®g)u  (groGcnjonsmo  ccsgrgicrn®" 
aul.  00^.  aJl<fia“.  gpa|  aleaofflOTiCLisBo .  (srcanimacPejgg.  ®(o6 
(TufflmrinltjiCTbo  oiiaio  (5rDcrD@ajilc99fm@0  aJOQJfflojg  <e>c&afl*§s06niio.  <m> 
Sgsnftosn %°  go®  aJtoomrifflcflsiocrtflcEio  gasaiKscoYmootm  a0.  a0nru“.  ail. 
aoffia)  c930c9si6n>©acnou  a0or51c0Qo  <5TO(§l(Q_jocog)sni“. 

®08y<Wls>ai)O  gorm©©®  m?.  ©q0.  cuol.  rugs®®  rare 

r©joaic0jao6m>u.  o0ctt>o<d6  o0ablreQu  goaflas  6iB@iQ_)oa2)^ga.@0  oo> 
0aai®o  olGo_jO(i06)ai^cm'iJfflro  2>o©fflia  ais^dwooj  Q0omoenz>“.  (tno 
c/ocoja<fls)offlffl  (OTBGcnjQ^srwOTsilcncDj^jofoi)  crumjo  aajalag-jgroroiooi 
v  omjaocoTlffiltaQo.  tgro (tsflcir o®&  (^§<bko6  oaoo-igoacSjos-.nrgi'  oo^y  oil 

^o|jomj^aa.ajffl3o  aogj  <moaiosli£  ssaoccsajaB  Gcooc&alGOJarno  go®  ai 
tfeo-jiroi  aicni’caaoab.  onuaraio  g&Jcbqgcoo  (are^eoDO  <*oooaaicg)oejo 
oogj  cs  oaiosn<s>aoaano893lcoi)  rang)  mjocotoil  ao.mjaicn^offlflj)  cilffiaJod| 
©rncgjo.  fflTO£©c9)06n§osno0  oogj  anoajoslc03©g  aioQj°c0fflfim©aono  skboctI) 

aJO5T01B)<S)“. 

Mr.  Abdul  Tayeb  Sheikh  Kaderbhoy  ( Commerce  and 
Industry,  South )  :  Sir,  in  supporting  the  demand  I  have  to  make 
one  suggestion  regarding  motor  licenses.  Every  year  we  are  renew¬ 
ing  motor  licenses.  I  know  that  in  come  other  parts,  permanent 
licenses  are  being  granted.  So  T  would  request  Government  that 
such  licences  may  be  granted,  if  necessary,  charging  more  fees,  as 
in  other  places. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib:  Why  should  it  be 
higher  than  in  other  places  ? 

Mr.  Abdul  Tayeb  Sheikh  Kaderbhoy  :  Here  only  Es-  2 
is  charged  for  the  renewal  of  the  license.  But  in  other  pl.ices  Es.  16 
and  20  are  being  charged  for  granting  permanent  licences.  So  if 
Government  want,  the  charge  may  be  raised  here  also  for  issuing 
permanent  licences. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Ejlamkath :  May  I  know  whether  there  are  tolls 
there  ? 
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Mr.  Abdul  Tayeb  Sheikh  Kaderishoy :  No. 

Mr.  C  N.  1  tippan  Namputiri  (Travancore  Jenmies): 
rrui,  ©Jg^rargf  mj0ocoomojronajoai(armnciDO(S5'3r)aOo9a'1  c/igaa.  a«g  cuola-jo 
(?>|aaa&oo5tTou  eoJoeflnry0.  rru  oaz>  o  & ool *  a_i  so rail csa |®6  cn 

gai^aomflalat ss  a-ieej  ycjlc&tlrai  ea-ijaflcrycaossas  co3cqjo  cnjaeocnfl 
cBSonD5)6n§caa  aaojcrurararalrai  nrujoal  oilffiaj&ocrjcisaib  83v&(§](2_jooa©a_j§) 
ssaraiocdTl  siaooi)  ojocofliy'sjsn^.  eo_o  i°lnruuc930S)  o_i®ej  (STO^ias5B§.o 
a.oAeg>aJcrecr»  a^crao  aocv^ias.  aj©0(ml  o_is)®eOo^G5uaDa!Bo  aoq,o  cnoo 
goailas  ec&0ocea:ra6s^u.  (ruocuoraano  ea-ioeji-ioaulgjiotbiaaabolfflm 
g-joolosggs.  a_it'0 aV.cQjsre^cm^  (Sroi^)a\.*^<D6crriiTno6n(D“  a®onoc§a!6mo 
anaJo(b'lc0aoa6.  a^oSiflaotooco  ®<g)f§,c&Ooc0s“  ffia_ioejl«ul(o6^cnDo  rrus& 
5(OKnlciraak&>oc/a°  <siracol«fi»i  g.sn§ooanClej*  istd^glio  xdlaj  csroaicrvrossB 

GaJ0ej1^u"l®&J  -flilej  cujcarap,<e>Oo  alk-uAcSa0  g>a-i©ciic&®®0QQal  (^joa 
<gro)l^l^sn§032Tlffl|c9®oo-  oQ)crr)0(o5  (STora9,anoajoo'l  «>saao(aaar>  gocxb 
antt^asessoso  rry!gj-5ml®abo®Qa)o  caffl^aaamragsemjo  (STO§o3shb&  ojcoo 
rail  a-J06iraK 50  (svo  rail  era  cmaocuoano  g>5n§oc0$<fijS8o  aajogfl^',sn%u. 

go's  caofflnifnTeJltoiraiaofr)  goraflcrog) ry  j3®oi<yu®3k»1<d&  aJiaiA 
(^@(anil(Q_)ffieoo6Si3gl'.o5  cnScSaanri  rulaj  rroo iRraT^aAaJool  ^railajo 
sIcesa.ccBSifejca)'!.  agjcrSW  go  gflastj0  cogj  o_iralsMK»ocioalagjanejo 
t(oooQ^(8ri®l’’ag)crroo  “®Q_ioej°lrar”a0cnDa  ajooqjcmg)"  sra>oai>  e<a>|. 
(Bajoejlnrulaaiio  g>.<u©ai°  ooooogo  gi6nsot&cn0sn§“  a®cno  aJfflOfsilijocQj 
cm  (8ra®mml(ajffi?<>o6sea'l®5  ©traioomgf  apaocoaim)"  cuorao§so  oocicy,©)! 
ralaotJ)  raioanrolcaaorasni0-  cgroaflas  o^ois^c&cen&ictfs^aiso  cnStBacno 
ffl6in§£3>lejo  o0aa^mj'cfeoaraa<fl6)Osn|u  fflVDgD  (osccuoai)  cej'iloaiorarmjgffltQio 
snsD5no  o'lovAcijeaJosjlorulaooi^gsl  caroaTlas,  rsroaQ).gjg> .  sroaflas 
straocA  acts  ^ora?,a'j»  ae§oifliygj  cuo«!jcmg>“  (gvo^)alc9>ag.cnoo  arajoa 
ceaDfflacinoo  rasniggora^casioccasni0.  isroaflasoasB  a^oQcfl«iO(B®o§0  ggars 
s>am  olnfu<?)aj<saJ3ejlcrulaoii)0  (©©ojogjQGsrtso  a£)ono  ffijajodljyrai;ffi& 
(TV^roiaoaalgo^nruAQicscLjoejlorDlacn  raraoilas  gosssregf  (mgjcucrajaoaaro 
cfno6TO  (grael'Qjocojr  cu05wraM8>u.  moa^rtftlralaoaraa-jool  sto>oai>  ^aauo 
(Olo9«i(o6  <5TOai(i>t9a'‘  gHBBjocno  ooOocfecrogS)0  rairaaaasas  rai@rar2.rat8flic0Qi^sl 
ODgjra>3®snocnD  ajocsjji&csssneoasl.  (arorailaoag.  c&orasmo  sR»oab  ggail 
©s  culooeag-jgrannoo.  rasmcdoa'gtgjoolcreio  ®raslaj«seaajo  ^  gojoeflcrol 
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6)fij  (grosloffloan©  1036)0  ffiissaaono  ffira>oorr>oci,<jnfi0.  caorosmoo  adjjaecesioioo 
asrocno  sroo-iric&a0  tBTOo']m,oajcm@6)cS)Osn^0  (Bros'leqjas  oocftroH  &s)o  *o 
ffloimlfflVfiSo.  0oq,(a>ffl<oYini<3&  aiascm  (BrasTiaap  ocacmosno"  nrurayociimm 
<8Qj3&jW°ce>o6>ffi  srocf,  aAflaonb  iwc<uf;©imn;asc®(g@)gg.  a^ostsso^  aslcfeo 
caoerwlcaaorng)0.  oDo^roilffllaoadi^oo  a§joe<fl6)0«oa6fnmo  66PJoaO)asB 
g)s>c8>06n§“  ea-iaejlcrv  oroaHas  a-gugJAodnasjaTDas  Qjljuoffl<5rmo(u6 
c^joBg^cejomlaicfla^jQiSdaaoci  ooocx^raflrolaosBas  ^gjSBi3^1ro5ajjaaio 
r^jo^g^caconeJ  ^(SfliloSajoi)  <gY©aic/^®a_j§crrosn§ .  aoq,gg.cua(D  @qq> 
cno°  israuicdoif  cUomBaJOCfflaioctDo  ciisj.  a^gDorTai  (gcnocsa'.c’QJoejo  ora 
usfiffifofligjffiSoossE @TW  §Qt  oHcmdjcifacmom^nrulaaiio  (STO(mj0  3jo^j<a(incQ) 
sng.  Q0CfD3to5  a^oe^aooooQjsa.  ®rg)^.c8>§.6>s  roc&ai^s)  §Dcu<i>  &<sonr>o 
Amo. 

Mr.  N.  V-  Chacko:  garaa^tflao^aaDcg^ffii)  aj«5roaoot§cri!>  coo 
(OoajjeraabnDA^raf'.tolajoslffloo  (sraolccmao? 

Mr.  C.  N.  Tuppan  Namputirs  =  (sroolaaco. 

Mr-  N  •  V-  Chacko  :  ffmxsgooo  agjoadsaOffioooGsmo? 

Mr-  C.  N-  Tuppan  Namputiri  :  agj3aaaofflooo6fro°. 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  AiyanS’ar  ;  .Sir,  1  am  always  a  great  be¬ 
liever  in  the  smooth  relations  between  the  Police  and  the  public.  I 
want  to  run  my  department,  smoothly  but  at  the  same  time  very 
efficiently.  For  the  smooth  working  of  my  department  I  want  the 
co-operation  of  the  public.  For  the  efficient  working  of  my  depart¬ 
ment  I  want  the  co-operation  of  my  subordinates  as  well  as  of  the 
public.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  with  the  experience  of  82  years 
iu  the  department,  I  can  say  that  I  have  been  able  to  direct  my 
Officers  properly  and  control  them  by  righting  their  wrongs, 
correcting  their  mistakes  and  punishing  their  misdemeanours  in 
time.  I  make  criminal  investigations  whenever  parties  approach  me 
with  complaints  against  the  conduct  of  my  subordinates  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  investigation.  I  conduct  departmental  enquiries  into  the 
alleged  misconduct  of  my  men  and  take  the  necessary  disciplinary 
action.  No  complaint  goes  unheard,  no  real  grievance  goes  unre¬ 
dressed. 

Coming  to  the  present  charge  against  the  Inspector,  Kazha- 
kuttam,  he  is  an  young  graduate  doing  good  work.  As  he  is  young 
in  age  and  young  in  experience,  he  makes  some  mistakes  which  call 
for  correction  occasionally  in  dealing  wirh  the  general  public.  Of 
late  he  had  a  dangerous  rowdy  of  the  place  bound  down  to  be  of 
good  behaviour,  and  this  has  brought  on  him  some  complaint  from 
the  followers  and  friends  of  the  rowdy. 
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President :  The  honourable  member  will  as  far  as  possible 
speak  of  general  cases  and  not  of  individual  cases.  It  would  be 
better  if  these  things  were  done  departmentally.  If  the  honourable 
member  goes  to  individual  cases  it  would  be  embarrassing  all  round. 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  Sir,  there  was  a  case  in  which 
a  Jaw-breaker  was  suitably  handled  by  a  Police  Officer,  I  mean, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  :  Does  the  Com. 
missioner  mean  that  assault  chat  was  inflicted  was  suitable  handling? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar :  Handling  in  the  eye  of  the 
law  and  under  the  security  proceedings  of  the  Penal  Code. 

That  was  the  reason  why  so  much  commotion  was  raised. 
There  were  two  sets  in  the  case.  One  acclaimed  the  Officer  as 
excellent  and  efficient  as  one  would  desire  to  have  and  they  do  not 
want  him  to  be  disturbed  from  the  place, 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  :  After  the  President’s  ruling  that  in¬ 
dividual  references  will  be  embarrassing. 

President  :  The  Police  Commissioner  is  readjusting  him¬ 
self  to  my  ruling. 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  So  that  there  were  persons  for 
and  against  him.  Between  the  two,  the  Commissioner  has  to  decide. 
The  matter  is  now  under  enquiry  and  it  will  be  dealt  with  very 
soon.  So  far  as  the  other  acts  of  misdemeanour  by  the  depart¬ 
mental  subordinates  are  concerned,  everything  is  receiving  very  pro¬ 
mpt  action  at  my  hands.  So  far  as  the  question  of  the  .Reserve  Police 
and  the  lawlessness  committed  at  the  frontier  by  them  are  concerned 
I  must  say  that  the  complaints  were  falsely  based.  First  of  all  I 
found,  when  the  matter  was  enquired  into,  that  there  was  the 
difficulty  to  fix  the  identity  of  the  Officer  who  was  at  fault.  I 
have  been  repeatedly  asking  the  people  who  were  alleged  to  have 
been  assaulted  about  the  identity  of  the  Officer  responsible  for  it. 
Yesterday,  I  believe  the  honourable  member  confessed  to  the  truth 
of  this  difficulty.  It  is  not  my  fault,  I  am  in  duty  bound  to  go  by  the 
evidence  placed  before  me.  Sir,  there  are  ever  so  many  cases  which 
have  come  to  nothing  in  a  court  of  law  for  want  of  evidence.  There 
are  charges  failing  in  the  Magistrates’ Courts,  in  the  Sessions  and 
in  the  High  Court  and  you  find  that  they  are  thrown  away  for 
want  of  proper  evidence.  Are  the  Police  alone  responsible  for  the 
failure  of  these  cases.  Are  not  witnesses  responsible  p  Are  not 
lawyers  responsible  ?  Are  the  J udges  infallible  P  So  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  case  there  was  the  difficulty  of  the  Police  alone  being  made 
responsible  for  the  alleged  assault.  I  myself  went  to  the  locality 
and  learned  that  there  were  four  classes  of  men  in  this  company 
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It  was  composed  of  the  local  Police,  the  Excise  men,  the  Excise 
informers  and  the  Keserve  Police.  Some  were  in  uniforms  and 
others  in  plain  clothes.  The  Vakil  friends  were  not  eye-witnesses 
to  what  had  happened.  If  they  had  witnessed  the  incident,  1 
would  depend  upon  their  statements  alone  for  taking  the  necessary 
action.  There  was  a  fracas  between  the  smugglers  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  forces.  I  know  that  something  has  happened  and  what  that 
something  is,  requires  proof,  and  it  is  for  the  complaining  party  to 
adduce  evidence. 

In  regard  to  the  suggestion  for  providing  separate  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  the  first  offenders  and  for  the  habituals  among  the  under¬ 
trial  prisoners,  it  is  all  a  question  of  accommodation.  The  matter 
is  engaging  the  attention  of  Government ;  Sub-jail  buildings  are  to 
be  constructed  ;  and  when  the  construction  is  complete  as  far  as 
possible,  first  offenders  and  the  habituals  will  be  locked  up  sepa¬ 
rately. 

Sir,  reference  was  made  to  the  cases  of  counterfeiting  of  coins. 
Sir,  the  0.  I.  D.,  again  I  must  say,  have  been  doing  very  good  work 
in  finding  out  counterfeiters.  A.  number  of  cases  were  detected 
last  year,  and  an  equally  good  number  this  year  too  ;  and  several 
of  them  have  ended  in  conviction.  Sir,  1  do  not  for  a  moment 
suggest  that  everything  is  perfect.  Certainly,  that  cannot  be  until 
and  unless  the  public  co-operate  with  us,  help  us-  It  is  true  that 
some  cases  fail.  Why  ?  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Police.  There 
are  more  reasons  than  one  for  the  failure  of  prosecutions.  Occa¬ 
sionally  it  does  happen  that  real  offenders  escape  the  law  ;  and 
when  they  are  acquitted,  they  go  back  and  renew  their  former  occu¬ 
pation,  so  that  it  is  not  found  possible  for  us  to  get  rid  of  these 
criminals  completely,  for  ever.  They  are  habituated  in  their  mal. 
practice,  and  when  they  escape  the  law,  there  is  a  tendency  in  them 
to  go  back  to  their  profession.  We  are  doing  our  best  to 
prevent  crime;  and  the  C.  I.  D.  are  doing  admirable  work.  They 
are  doing  all  that  is  humanly  possible,  as  could  be  seen  from  the 
statistics  of  cases. 

In  regard  to  the  allegation  about  corruption,  the  allegation  has 
been  made  generally  about  the  public  service  and  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  also  must  come  in  for  criticism,  it  being  also  one  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  departments.  Sir,  we  must  go  to  the  root  cause  of  this 
corruption.  Where  is  the  source  ?  It  is  in  the  public.  Who  is 
the  giver  ?  Who  is  the  receiver  ?  Who  is  the  briber  ?  Who  is 
the  bribed?  Is  it  not  the  public  that  are  responsible  for  giving 
bribes  ?  The  reform  should  begin  from  the  side  of  the  public. 

Mr.  N.  V-  Chacko :  Are  not  the  public  giving  bribes  to 
avoid  being  assaulted  ?  (.Laughter). 

Vol.X  No  7. 
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Mr.  R-  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  That  is  beside  the  point,  Sir. 
No  one  can  be  justified  in  bribing  an  Officer  to  avoid  being 
assaulted. 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  :  Does  the  honourable  member  concede 
that  Officers  occupy  places  of  power,  and  the  bribers  aie  in  a  less 
favourable  position  ? 

Mr-  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  I  could  not  hear  the  honour¬ 
able  member  fully  and  therefore  1  fear  that  my  answer  may  not  he 
quite  to  the  point-. 

So  far  as  corruption  is  concerned,  unless  the  public  co-operate 
with  the  Police,  it  will  be  impossible  to  put  down  corruption.  It  is 
for  you  net  to  offer  bribes.  All  that  I  mean  to  say  is  that  ideal 
perfection  in  this  direction  also  cannot  be  reached  unless  the  public 
co-operate  with  the  Government. 

The  Demand  was  put  to  vote  and  carried. 

The  grant  was  made. 

DEMAND  XVI— AYURVEDA. 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjati  Pillai: 

Sir,  I  rise  to  move  for  a  grant  Plot  exceeding  lis.  70,y 61,  under 
Demand  XVI — Ayurveda. 

Mr.  Kallur  Narayana  Pillai  ( Mavelikara  and  Tinwalla 
cum  Pa  tananititta)  :  cm<i),  <x>ooo@)<i«SLQaos>cn>  mpai  (jye(inj<9> 
t8)Dmsnwa3i5Ci(a&  ng)orfltfl9°  Q®«jn<!t0fe)5in§To2fl©l(flaaTO.  scoantOTBilra!)  <ai©ej 
aocnfl  (srgjtqjsdis  mfl.-tblmjo  meoimlacn)  omccolcexol^j  a© 

cooiS)6raai)Q,”  agjiWJeismcno  <s  cooel-jy  3<a&  fflrogs  (BiWaflnnooi^ii)  coai 
®6raial>oo6>6imaTo  (artn^liXOGDUTicLjo  ajococoiom  .xoeno0,  <sra;cqjSCLi3o_i@D 
(tnl  jd  o  6)  o  -oaosn§ls<f>$  coaj6>6naafcol<o6oo|aioo  <srDocol<o>(olc99<ejQqjo 

6iKS  QJ3O0016J  <TU£l3aj!<69  9jCQJo  S)  n_lC^ .  <310303.6:0  !3rD83Dj<OW<fl<5>Oo 

g3t5>l<o6  aTlso3o0DO2afflOc9jOTOTic96iai|mo  aj®ltea!t&^o  Q^  ifflaj^rorafl.  taro 
cBfiO&)igi(nu  ®i8>o§3®o  sisaiajsicocno''  (srodlm'aojglttBrm  ^laocA  aja 
aaoo-itab  (sromAd&fmcailracnr'  §q<d  cu3ia^o<fc|6)0CTl>ols)&] 

fflmm  (STD SO) nmob,  s>caogjo  ajiAirsjo  c&>$lsrcTO)<2ooa2M  ggafas  6i®3  <bt9 
CQJffich 3*0  8^88°  CmOOQ-flc9Sc8>Cq)o  6)6)aiaji9)&J3CDla3lQJS)fflQ5)iS.  Q_l(^lcftftl 
*Oo  oQ^(i>om[§^cfticq)oS)mit^.  <sro(ifil6)a3  ggsoio0  railRsoJOonroajro^0 
sxm  <sis>^(m©rieQ;o  otiooajliy.  goo  rarsyignjtgjl  ©sasm  oroel^atTl 
Qofltoi  ouiaenD  aQrODosm?  fmaa^GchaaJulgjoi&sfflaabolffl&J  (gosnool 
<s8fi°^>f®c9l06T^u  @2®  ®t2)^aj©TtSQ°  Gcugnsmoo)  g.(U 
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<9)®sfns5B0o  a®gJOo  ooOocencQilgssngo  Q^jcna  <soi6fOo  ggnol  gcooaoacii). 
(0n«soil«»Dc(0(J)  cruocmnocoo  ;?.§ora<aoq)gg,  go©  <u&3-pi6>ej  sr&aiuajmsi] 
mocsin  a®y Q_i(of!oooc£2n©rosj)1a36  xM'.ei.ioooo  (©ojcqjqs  ass  fflTBSjAnacaD 
a2>osrrflajW'S  6)cft06niaJ0fnl(DlcBQrm@iu.  o^mnoeoi  frnlKaaioDcrraa-jrogggg, 
Hct:o®5  <m®^<u©nc8artT>s>rmo!8o  gorafaji  ®S<mej3aa)  eruoffl^  (ajsslaKi 
omo  6>AieJQJ°c9®l®‘fi®o5ins1ffl!tBsj(Tm'tJ)occn<9>oentiaaii30o  (a&eqjaciiscurflgjo 
(i>|ffliaoiaaJcBa“  (STOooaai3liyl||ja  go©  «§<&  (BrDflsiGajcM  a_Kg)3a_i°(i»ao 
semo  a^crose&is-^Gaasnsraiosrio0. 

<p  .d  cd-fflaj  cf]® g-jod>§©«0>o«i§  <ao6fracm@“  ggaitsa-iaajjnfq, 
(argccTl  a.ai>s)  «ffl3co|ce>6>aoqjo  a©§“  eunajaiooccsl  o.  a) ,cy  ot)rn)  esroo 
crT!cfi>8<ac$;o  ggf^toS  ^<fl>i®r\fl^l§'a5ngcrno6n&*.  goffifto  ■•  cy,q)at>=Q 
,5oax,=oa-<rf  §.Cc®aJ§mo5n|0.  gotgjAoso 

QO  &6«S(0.6Be^,o  CD3(03gp  gQQ)  <31© Cg)Q_!(@l eofl<o6  a-QjgJOD^a&OS^  88 

O36bbDoc09  go©  -aJlce51®ruo<£l<ef!ffi<nio§  0§iro©6  oTiCOJotruajo  nruGotoOaM 
ajo  g.fflsn§oiB8QJ6rDy  sroaoaocdlasaioai),  sroo^ooga_i(@lealffi6  dial 
(tuosiTOjO  £5^.  <s®3co'.<fl>^,fflS  aoo88<?>  cyoi>o.-cn.  <si®6fre» .  wsocgsajso 
ogo_)'@W!«56  alaiemjoocsssa.  G®o<y51«fl>§osaoogjd>6)  0  erf  .cn.a-<B©«nt>\ 
{jEmfffi&anVTOo  gDtosnroiofco  gs^^eOocBQ  cxf|c®J3<Tu<3gg.  ai  i<aTl«sn:otruv 
(tysooo'o  g.aisoDnagjOio  aaialanJ^o. 


skd c/01  q_i ifofl  33  8aisn§®o'os.Q-J<e,®6n3fflsOe  <Tscgjoooc0s>]fflt6ffO 
g®iro>l§'!gj  ag)cTO3sno°  goool  o^aolaa  ajo^oioooaa©  •  ©®ocg)a-J®l 
as  ass  a®osti'JDSffi«B3§o  (sroflsyooje/Ojjaosmogjo.  o4cuca)a:o<ke<a3§airi<o6 
=0  @  0  Q®cSo<i  oruoaiorg)  aromcefcOo  ai^ajlslgJl^jligg.roiSQa?!  ol 


<Ea_|3<i>gks5  a>3snrcTOfiniu, 
©ai^ailsl^.Eylfgg.. 
afflacnDa4®oal(D6  ■vfflOjgo  £ 


^co  imoc.'gaoi  ®  ^eilaaoctso  ass  ai3^jo,o 
i0(@ao6nrf’  8sjooj1caoo®3qal|§g.@“.  ®  (©eH 
36  Ailauoooo  o©cBffi(?>  (Tud&jo 


a^aiooo  asset®  qj^  ajlslg-jlcasisoi)  o®6Bi3ls>cn  oruotulassaaB  a^ooT 
as  a^^ejoAonol^}.  c®oi^<bk»  ®6  moeioxin®ffi®flffi&  ^jI^jocdo  rafflo 
Qj^aastno-ttOo  gosnsfl®  a-JOCQicrasni0.  <*K>rofi®&  oJA-mlffioJOGjo  go© 
eraiogmroW  cr^ajls'y  li'^orom.  auoi<rfW  @2©  iulA^oroomj© 
@3Cfflo  o£g®  <3tffl'0Ttnl<0&  ®T5)5tW0  (BtOelC^iDnol^^aitracn.®  ? 


456  THE  TKAVANCOBE  SBI  CHITBA  STATE  COUNCIL.  [12th  AUGUST  1987 
[Mr.  Kallur  Narayana  Pilki.] 

gotalaQo  o_joaa  goaflas  atra  t&o®<ags°  ivuLlrailcOs”  agjgjo 
aotc9i(ol  a<3or;cu®B^.o  ®(oioS5®roilco5  mg.x_flsfla-fl.ai  ajffiltftm  ajoctuoafi 
CaJo&ofD  isroesgjrcwdMOoc&s0  o_KDliUQQ)&)g;;j§(ijiirola£eao§ffic9Q6reaQ)ooJO|jo 
©(jla^socib  o-iosngjOdSTmuiO&cTK).  *§  fisi^ejl  a®cm  asscr©  agjciroo 
semono  <af  sflsyolooioab  a-ioslgjomrcsi  ©<o30o  aaaJgjaooafl  aaialafl(o6 
gojckeTI  .aflc&l©™  ms®cTTi@0  ng)68sfamQ3)oasinr3ono  aoog^lejOcacinfflgj. 
(mofrolct)0(o6  autftanjlco  a®a9jco63B^o  go®  G<u)D§BTOf<a&  ajoaJlaxu^ 
(sraCQjidjacfeOGgalejaa  oHajo®io"|c&iS)gi  ajan.Qjfxa©!^  §§©&(%>  a® 
nnCU68eOo  §.6n§Oc0Gnm(m1cro  g.aJSmiocoag-j^^tacQjoaxa^ffnraflsji  cufl 
njoAsaaaio'lffico  oiQjo^oarricijltaaaioa&ss  (oiOAcno. 

w®^o_!(ED[lc03Gao§®sl  ®.aj<i><gig)  a«s  ronruc/ooeu  oucoo_T|GIflasn§ 
jg  o0(g)CQjo  (BBxajoaiOTjaoAorB.  <sro(u>ocogi)“  (Bro(@o,  fruj<i|(rjo  i^roiejo 

CO)  ®&)0<lOSB13©gS  Cnlool  0(03010  a0§<affl(Oro!c9S>aigpr^g&  ©(03  (OTTUC/OOaj  g) 

oflas  gLfflrBoQSsIrolcefflSfioo.  (BKg)®ajoafij<u>aom  ©as  ooior^i^loo)  aic&g-jo 
IdoiIgodo §1^3 s)  <^^gjlffi<fl96remooori|6in§“.  §E(aflaooa4oaa  <9&H(ocu3(oo, 
(oxgjcocxo,  Q-nJlgjl(g50foiajocx3)QiooS(gio)oaoaa  nruocagiige^o  (ruoa^tSj 
go®  (S1U)C@ OJ (£gfl CqT|{06  g.6re03c9«6in§lcon(!)lcS9CTT0.  g)®(B>0§^^l  ©(03©® 
oncuajocacooejcqjo  go®  <m®agaJt@lcQn<o6  'gTOnjyoaiMjjaosno'’.  gQ(@oqjo  ^ 
6n§oa2)0&jgjoadS)  go®  <srg)Cs:aj©r]ac&06n§  ggooeseOocM  aJoa2>m>ces>(g_)GC£C 
gjOD68136>gOOnOO  g.6n§0carmrU)£}.  go®  (8B8OQ)(Ul.TOrig(a)0£lc3)Sl  gOJCTIO  (01 
arm  ass  aasZflPcanmioQJtag^i^sIcsji'snC.  (srooilas  goroWmr)  aaai 
qjcA  ©as  crogj  ai1e</>°@coooa6mcmo6(io"  a^acibo  (BroolajT.  a>acgio^l 
6ioioi®o  *(?  roTltotsraraiSa-iOAcm^aoom  ®t0)ory<&®§,  (StoodoCo  uoroloaioasl 
g  aji<flnfiorolaj0  ®§8ag_|§OTrofl  <srcco)d363cnDsn§0.  aoooc@(iji@'|(j0,a'’l(o6 
ac9>06n|8a-iocQ)0(a6  aoi§ni$o1^<feaa*c&cno6m>“  fflAJ<^aj«8om^°.  <oia5 
rnlalorao  gossefflCTDcPi'ga.  Gaocotajaggjoo  go®  aaaaaaiejacrxoosno' 

(Bkcsoqo  (3joail<j0acm©“.  oroomooc  <fla  aoisna  G^omioaociDo  coaiasrm 
a6ol<o5crf|cr®o  ooOo&rrrflgj. 

m'(0)mG®ocosiri<al(nrv)aJtft<flao(53n  (0T®©<ft  raf](03a!0DcT0)o4«j^g  6iss 
aoo  (3i®^a_i(®lao(©aa  ags.  nuofnuDoaoaaogcaagja  sjctossbOo  g>® 
(SiS^aJ ©locals*  qktto  ^an<gvuTl^acai06rieGa_iotft(a>a(a)(n;  aa  gf  (Bio© 
ag)^.ojaoaa)‘  ass  nvooKrnlooigj.  saroggataoen^  (0>]<o3af|(o>ooi^d]®&  ©Gsreo 


DflMAND  XVI— AYURVEDA. 


457 


^ccmo  Socngig  ffiaiana  (Qrjoctfcq.0  6>ca>o§rsg)  oocojcioxircanciruo  aatuajcoo 

ejcftiOo  cnuD3oi1.ifl63cmfBflao  cU5la-Joi?>|6>®ai>Q,  satpefictosmo.  G>m6Bncng) 

«fl<o5  a-fl.  oo1&Jc9i3fgai)  aaojejcri)  og)mou  oo-&ro<s®eco.afiaf]OToo 
afl8co°aoooo(i!)  6i<ra  s>s>aji|)at>sni0.  A§osmnjofficm^os>A06n§<TOfflcrn 
(srooaJOOc-  ©"03  cogj  aaodgjaoofflenracro  rruaauniaffltaim  tr^oa*^.  Aglstora 
ac&ogjo  aasjd&o  (®3c, bo,  a<&o§(OTn)^i'oro!ri(D6  ffi<sioOccBQo  a®  ©ociici0 
®cfti)§'a«i6rDffl2cnou  83cos8T3§o  tsi@  aaoiSjCioo  oraeajtefi^^lascno.  coai 
asraabq,  ®<ts  igpoabo,  6>fto§<srnilgp  (srosselacnccfag.  aaojejooofiJc&Oo 
©tsagjoo  igpoaio,  at9:0§^  cDQia6nnoiio,  (wanooc71<8d36>6rero>06ne . 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai :  I  rise  to  oppose  the  De¬ 
mand,  and  my  object  is  to  draw  the  attention  o£  the  Government 
to  a  legitimate  grievance. 

Sir,  a  fairly  large  sum  has  been  allotted  under  this  head  in 
order  that  the  rural  population  may  secure  cheap  and  efficient  medi¬ 
cal  aid.  One-sixth  of  the  total  population  is  composed  of  Tamilians 
who  also  contribute  to  the  public  revenue.  The  Tamilians  follow 
the  Sidha  system  to  which  the  Government  are  not  paying  any  at¬ 
tention  whatsoever.  Ashtangahridayam  requires  great  proficiency 
in  Maiayalam  and  Sanskrit  ;  therefore,  the  Tamilians  cannot  take  to 
it.  Government  are  bound  to  earmark  one  sixth,  of  the  allotment 
for  this  department,  for  the  Sidha  system. 

There  is  the  Ayurvedic  College  ;  and  a  special  branch  for  the 
Sidha  system  may  be  esiablished  there.  And,  sufficient  encourage¬ 
ment  should  be  given  to  Sidha  vaidyans  in  the  rural  parts. 

Mr.  K«  R.  Elankath  :  In  supporting  the  motion,  I  wish  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  need  for  improvement  and 
development  of  the  various  sections  of  the  Ayurvedic  Department. 
As  Mr.  Kallur  Narayana  Pillai  has  staled  this  department  was  or¬ 
ganised,  though  on  a  very  small  scale,  during  the  days  of  Vishakham 
Tirunal  Maha  Raja.  It  was  only  in  1093  that  it  was  enlarged  and 
organissd  as  a  sena  rate  department  with  a  Director  at  its  head,  and 
and  Inspector  of  Vaidyasalas  and  with  three  important  institutions 
viz.,  a  hospital,  a  college  and  a  pharmacy.  Now'  these  are  the  three 
main  branches  of  the  Department’s  administration.  All  others  go 
as  auxiliaries,  such  as  the  garden  which  was  referred  to  and  other 
net  work  of  minor  V aidyasalas  which  receive  grant-in  aid  and  the 
aided  and  recognised  high  schools  since  1104,  tlr.s  department  has 
not  been  having  a  permanent  Director.  It  will  be  more  correct  to 
say  that  till  llOi  Mr.  Sankara  Menon  who  was  considered  to  be  a 
very  qualified  man  was  doing  the  duties  of  D.rec.'or,  but  from  1104 
to  1107  one  of  his  subordinates  was  put  in  charge-  In  1107  the 
^unctions  were  bifurcated,  As  a  result  of  this  divided  administra- 
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tionby  different  heads  of  two  sections  in  the  department,  the 
executive  and  the  collegiate  work  the  Ayurveda  department  has 
altogether  undergone  much  depreciation  in  the  quantity  as  well  as 
in  the  quality  of  the  work  turned  out. 

Coming  to  each  one  of  these,  I. will  impress  upon  the  Govern¬ 
ment  the  necessity  for  getting  clown,  if  we  do  not  have  a  proper 
man  in  the  State,  a  very  experienced  man  to  submit  a  scheme  sugges¬ 
ting  how  these  different  branches  could.  be  well,  organised  and  im¬ 
proved.  If  one  has  to  be  got  down  from  outside  he  should  be  a 
very  experienced  man  and  not  any  one  who  has  taken  small  diplomas 
or  passed  low  tests  but  of  sound  knowledge  and  wide  practical 
experience.  I  could  suggest  a  name.  I  hear  that  Mr.  Srinivasa 
Murthi  of  the  indigenous  institute  in  Madras  is  to  retire  shortly. 
A  person  of  his  standing  and  experience  will  be  of  great  service  to 
us.  Not  that  there  are  not  able  hands  here.  There  are  persens 
here  but  they  want  guidance  and  inspiration .  Therefore  to  put  them 
in  the  right  direction,  to  control  the  department  well  at  least  for 
some  time  to  come  we  must  have  a  very  efficient  officer  from  out¬ 
side  because  there  is  a  dearth  of  such  persons  in  the  department  and 
have  to  take  in  men  from  outside  the  department  under  him.  Even 
in  Madras  the  organisation  is  die  same  and  as  far  as  Ayurveda  sys¬ 
tem  especially  Ashtangahridaya  is  concerned,  the  difference  is  little. 
As  regards  Chinthamani  system  there  is  much  difference  between 
that  in  tamil  Districts  or  the  British  parts  and  here  in  Travancore. 

In  the  admission  of  students  in  the  college,  Sir,  at  present  there 
is  no  definite  standard.  Anybody  can  apply.  Anybody  with 
absolutely  no  general  qualification,  with  absolutely  no.  apti  ude  for 
the  profession  which  he  is  to  enter  into,  can  apply  and  there  is  no 
effective  board  or  other  competent  authority  to  judge  the  capacity 
or  qualification  of  the  candidates.  As  a  result,  the  attraction  to  the 
students  to  come  in  is  a  scholarship  of  three  or  four  rupees  per 
mensem-  I  find  a  provision  of  Rs.  1,-100  is  made  for  scholarships. 
The  amount  spent  last  year  i.  e.,  in  1111  was  Its.  1 ,375.  This  is 
divided  in  the  shape  of  scholarship  to  40  students.  That  comes  to 
nearly  Rs.  3.  or  Us-  4  per  head.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word, 
‘‘Scholarship”  when  a  paltry  sum  of  3  or  4  rupees  is  offered  to  a 
student?  The  object  of  giving  scholarships  is  that  there  should  be 
sufficient  attraction  for  efficient  students  to  take  up  the  studies  and 
to  attend  to  them  with  the  test  and  utmost  alertness  and  attention 
Even  in  granting  scholarships  some  new  method  has  to  be  adopted, 
so  that  it  may  be  distributed  to  a  less  number  of  students,  if  Gov- 
-ernment  could  not  provide  greater  funds,  so  that  the  recapien.ts 
may  get  greater  amounts  sufficiently  attractive  and  helpful  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  studies, .  ...  * 
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Coming  to  the  garden  at  Puliannrcotta  which  Mr.  Kallur 
Narr.yana  Pillai  referred  to  it  consists  of  150  acres.  But  I  learn 
that  the  herbs  which  are  produced  there  are  not  planted  in  the  soil 
of  the  particular  garden  but  they  are  grown  in  pots.  That  means 
that  the  soil  of  the  garden  is  not  suited  for  the  growth  of  these  plants. 
It  has  therefore  to  be  investigated  whether  the  quality  of  the  soil 
is  fit  for  the  growth  of  such  herbs. 

Then  there  i«  the  necessity  for  propaganda  work,  and  in  the 
distribution  of  grants  in- aid,  there  is  ueed  for  greater  supervision 
and  equity.  There  is  complaint  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  country 
that  there  are  not  many  or  sufficient  gran-in-aid  Vaidyasalas  to 
afford  relief  to  the  poor  people.  Sir,  the  only  resort  which  the 
poor  man  has  for  easy  medical  aid  in  the  rural  parts  is  to  go  to  the 
nearest  Vaidyan  and  as  Dr.  Simpson  referred  to,  the  other  day,  if 
Government'  adopt  the  policy  of  having  more  efficient  district 
hospitals  in  district  centres  or  having  centralised  hospitals  run  on 
efficient  lines,  this  system  of  giving  grant-in-aid  to  larger  number 
of  Vaidyasalas  in  the  rural  areas  will  have  to  be  extended.  In 
giving  grants,  as  for  as  possible,  the  most  efficient  Vaidyan  in  the 
locality  may  be  preferred  instead  of  clinging  to  communal  repre- 
sentaiion  even  in  that.  As  Mr.  Bakkrishnan  Tampi  said  the  other 
day,  it  is  a  question  of  life  and  death  to  a  person  who  goes  for 
medical  aid.  In  the  legal  profession  it  may  be  loss  of  property  or 
personal  injury  or  insult.  Even  there  the  people  go  to  the  best 
men  for  advise  because  they  want  the  best  service  rendered  to 
them.  But  in  the  case  of  medical  aid  it  is  more  important  in  as 
much  as  a  person  rriks  his  very  life  when  he  goes  to  the  Vaidyan. 
But  I  have  heard  it  agitated  in  this  house  as  well  as  in  the  other 
House  that  Vaidyans  belonging  to  particular  communities  or 
greater  in  number  among  the  Ayurveda  Vaidyans  and  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  communities  of  the  basis  of  population  is  not  strictly  kept 
up.  Interpellations  are  also  sent  to  see  how  many  Vaidyans  be¬ 
longing  to  such  and  such  communities  get  grants.  At  least  in 
this  affair  i.  e.,  in  the  giving  of  aid  to  Vaidyans  by  -way  of  grants 
communal  question  need  not  be  considered,  because  the  Vaidyan 
may  be  of  the  best  service  to  the  Ezhava,  the  Muslim,  the  Christian, 
the  Brahmin  or  the  JVair.  He  is  therefor  rendering  the  most 
efficient  service  to  the  patient  irrespective  of  the  community  to 
which  he  belongs  not  only  .lout,  of  humanitarian  outlook  but  also 
in  his  own  interest  because  he  wants  to  earn  a  good  name  for  him* 
self. 

One  more  thing  I  have  to  say  and  that  is  if  proper  attention  is 
paid  in  the  preparation  of  medicines,  our  medicines  will  find  great 
demand  even  in  foreign  countries.  One  of  our  people  was  in  En¬ 
gland  recently  and  while  there  she  gave  birth  to  a  child.  Th§ 
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medicine  which  was  administered  to  her  by  the  English  physician 
was  Manibhadram.  When  asked  where  the  medicine  was  obtained 
from  she  was  told  that  it  was  got  from  India  because  it  was  the 
best,  and  they  did  know  the  ingredients  of  the  same  and  how  it 
was  prepared.  1  have  also  heard  that  Draksharishta  is  very  often 
used  in  place  of  Wiucarnis  in  European  countries.  Foreigners  who 
have  gone  back  from  Travancore  and  other  parts  of  India  appre¬ 
ciate  it  and  take  it  in  bottles  having  had  the  benefit  of  it  while  in 
India.  So  if  there  is  sufficient  advertisment  and  sufficient  pro¬ 
paganda  work  for  popularising,  as  well  as  great  care  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of,  these  medicines,  we  will  have  a  good  market  outside  for 
our  Ayurveda  preparations . 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  Sir,  I  rise  to 
oppose  the  demand.  In  doing  so  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of 
Government  to  the  necessity  of  putting  a  well-qualified  man  as  the 
head  of  the  department.  I  do  not  want  to  say  anything  despar- 
agingly  about  the  person  who  is  now  put  in  charge  of  the  several 
duties.  I  do  not  want  to  be  hard  on  him.  Yet  I  do  not  want  to 
hide  from  the  bouse  the  fact  that  we  ought  to  admire  his  good 
fortune  but  we  do  not  so  much  commend  his  medical  skill.  He 
has  not  the  technical  qualification,  neither  has  he  had  much  practi- 
cal  experience  of  these  things. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair :  Has  he  got 

any  qualification  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  My  informa¬ 
tion  is  that  he  has  very  little  of  it.  Anyway,  1  do  not  want  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  his  prospects.  Government  in  their  bounty 
can  give  him  a  change  of  department.  There  is  no  reason  why  he 
should  not  be.  appointed  as  a  sub-registrar  or  so.  All  the  same  Sir, 

I  have  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  Government,  the  extreme  neces¬ 
sity  of  putting  a  competent  man  as  the  head  of  a  very  important 
department.  There  is  no  gainsaying  that  the  Ayurveda  system  of 
medicine  is  getting  into  vogue.  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  accuracy 
of  the  domestic  news  conveyed  to  us  by  my  friend  Mr.  Elankath 
regarding  the  efficacy  of  a  particular  medicine.  Anyway,  there  is 
great  truth  in  what  he  said  about  Ayurveda  preparations.  If  in 
the  preparations  great  care  is  taken,  I  am  sure  they  will  find  a 
ready  market  throughout  India  at  any  rate,  although  I  am  also 
ambitious  regarding  the  Indo-European  expansion  in  the  matter  of 
advertisement  and  popularity.  I  do  not  endorse  my  friend’s  view 
that  there  are  experts  in  Madras.  For  the  matter  of  that  we  have 
been  leading  in  the  matter  of  Ayurveda,  I  do  not  think  that  in 
this  matter  we  can  get  any  outside  contribution.  The  most  proper 
thing  is  to  appoint  a  local  man  whose  virtue  must  not  be  solely  his 
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command  of  the  intricacies  of  the  Humoral  Theory  but  who  knows 
something  about  organisation.  He  must  be  a  man  in  whom  there 
will  be  a  combination  of  both,  qualities  because  there  are 
many  who  cannot  satisfy  the  exacting  test  proposed  by  my  friend 
Mr.  Kallur  Narayana  pillai  regarding  the  knowledge  of  the  identity 
of  a  particular  drug. 

I  understand  that  Government  has  sent  a  young  man,  a  pro¬ 
perly  qualified  young  man,  to  Benares  for  training.  I  propose  that 
we  must  wait  till  that  young  man  returns.  When  he  returns  I 
request  that  Government  be  pleased  to  give  him  proper  training  in 
organisation  and  then  we  may  think  of  having  a  permanent  incum¬ 
bent  as  the  head  of  the  Department.  In  the  mean  time  I  propose 
that  a  committee  of  experts  consisting  of  representatives  of  both 
the  allopathic  and  Ayurvedic  systems  maybe  formed  to  give  proper 
advise  to  some  person  who  may  be  appointed  to  be  an  officer  in 
charge  of  the  department.  Anyway,  Sir,  this  is  not  a  party 
question.  This  is  a  question  in  which  all  of  us  are  agreed  that  the 
present  incumbent,  for  no  fault  of  his,  must  go  from  the  depart- 
mant  in  the  sense  that  he  is  not  at  all  equipped  for  the  place.  It 
is  owing  to  some  fortuitous  circumstance  that  he  finds  himself  in 
his  present  position.  Therefore  Government  may  be  pieased  to 
give  him  a  place  for  which  he  is  better  fitted- 
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Mr.  M.  Govindan  :  Sir,  I  wish  to  mate  one  or  two  obser¬ 
vations  regarding  the  extension  of  tlic  usefulness  of  the  Ayurveda 
Department.  We  have  tried  an  Ayurveda  Hospital  for  a  number 
of  years  in  Trivandrum  and  we  have  found  that  whatever  may  be 
said  against  it,  it  is  extremely  popular  amongst  the  people.  The 
Ayurveda  system  may  be  attacked  on  the  ground  that  it  is  emperi- 
cal,  that  the  treatment  is  symptomatic  and  that  it  has  no  scientific 
basis.  Government  can  do  much  in  the  direction  of  making  it 
scientific.  We  have  got  several  Arishtams  Asavams  and  Rasayanams, 
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dispensed  from  the  Ayurveda  Hospital  and  else  where.  My  sug¬ 
gestion  is  that  these  should  be  standardised.  These  are  not 
uniform  in  quality  when  prepared  by  various  Vaidyans  throught 
the  State.  Each  Vaidyan  makes  it  according  to  “his  taste  and 
resources.  That  is  very  unsafe.  If  we  want  to  place  the  Ayurveda 
system  on  a  scientific  basis,  we  have  to  see  that  the  preparations 
are  standardised,  that  the  ingredients  are.  determined  beforehand  and 
that  nobody  prepares  them  without  the  necessary  ingredients  in  the 
right  proportion.  For  that  purpose  the  best  thing  is  to  engage  an 
expert  with  knowledge  of  applied  chemistry,  besides  knowledge  of 
Ayurveda,  and  put  him  in  charge  of  the  preparations.  The  ques¬ 
tion  may  be  asked  where  to  go  for  such  a  man-  Mr.  Balabrishnan 
Tampi  pointed  out  that  there  is  one  already  undergoing  European 
education.  I  may  point  out  that  there  was  one  already  in  the 
Travancore  service  some  years  ago  who  had  passed  the  Ayurveda 
Booahan  Examination  of  Madras  and  the  M.  B.  B.  S.  of  Edinburgh. 
His  services  could  not  be  retained  because  he  had  a  more  atractive 
offer  from  Ceylon.  He  is  now  employed  in  Ceylon. 

I  said  that  our  preparations  must  be  standardised.  That  is 
one  important  thing.  Another  important  thing  is  that  the  thera¬ 
peutic  value  of  the  various  Ayurvedic  drugs  should  be  determined 
by  scientific  experts.  If  that  is  done  then  the  objection  that  the 
system  is  empirical  and  that  it  is  not  safe  will  disappear. 

Hand-in-hand  with  these  changes,  we  should  also  extend  the 
usefulness  of  this  system  by  opening  at  least  one  hospital  at  the 
headquarters  of  each  revenue  division  so  that  the  people  of  the 
whole  State  may  derive  the  benefit  of  the  Ayurveda  treatment  that 
is  now  confined  to  the  capital.  I  admit,  ’  Sir,  that  there  are  grant- 
in-aid  Vaidyans  throughout  the  State.  But  that  is  not  enough. 
Government  should  set  an  example  Ivy  having  a  model  institution  at 
]east  in  each  of  the  headquarters  of  the  revenue  divisions. 

There  is  one  more  point  I  wish  to  refer  to  namely,  the  study  of 
Ayurveda  in  the  Ayurveda  College.  It  must  be  confessed,  Sir,  that 
ii/  the  matter  of  anatomy  and  physiology,  the  knowledge  of  the 
Ayurveda  Vaidyan  is  usually  very  unsatisfactory.  A  gentlemen 
known  who  was  once  a  Palace  Physician  told  me  that  the  stomach 
and  the  liver  were  on  sides  opposite  to  their  actual  location,  I  had 
studied  some  physiology  in  my  school  days  and  therefore  I  was  able  to 
detect  tlia  the  did  not  know  anything  of  physiology.  So  I  say  let  us 
pay  particular  attention  to  the  part  of  the  syllabus  dealing  with 
physiology  and  anatomy.  I  know  that  some  physiology  and  anato¬ 
my  are  now  being  taught  in  the  Ayurveda  College.  But  what  I  say 
is  that  much  more  attention  should  be  paid  to  these  and  the; 
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knowledge  of  Ayurveda  should  be  supplemented.  We  have  got 
excellent  medicines.  But  the  Vaidyans  should  know  the  physi¬ 
ological  causes  that  lead  to  the  various  diseases  and  should  be  able 
to  apply  the  treatment  reasonably. 

There  is  one  more  thing-  in  relation  to  the  curriculum  of 
studies  in  the  Ayurveda  College,  and,  that  is,  the  supplementing  of 
the  teaching  by  the  addition  of  the  Chintamani  and  Unaui  systems 
of  treatment.  If  we  develop  our  College  in  these  three-fold  direc¬ 
tions,  when  a  Travancore  University  becomes  materialised,  we  can 
have  three  faculties  in  indigenous  medicine. 
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Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  Sir,  I  wish  to  point  out 
that  the  Ayurvedic  system  of  treatment  is  becoming  a  very  useful 
as  well  as  a  popular  one.  It  is  my  duty  to  urge  fhat  it  does  not 
receive  that  sympathetic  consideration  o£  Government  which  it  de¬ 
serves.  Funds  allotted  for  the  development  of  the  department  are 
not  sufficient.  Further,  there  is  no  proper  person  as  the  head  of 
the  department.  The  principal  of  the  College  is  put  in  charge  to 
carry  on  the  functions  of  the  department.  The  re-organisation  of 
the  department  is  overdue. 

The  local  Ayurvedic  hospital  is  becoming  very  popular.  The 
number  of  inpatients  is  increasing  daily,  but  the  number  of  beds  is 
not  adequate.  The  Inspection  work  of  the  various  vaidyasalas  is  not 
.satisfactory.  There  are  about  300  Vaidyasalas,  including  grant-in- 
aid  and  recognised.  Though  under  the  rules  quarterly  inspections 
have  to  be  done  even  annual  inspections  are  not  conducted.  From 
this  the  inference  is  that  the  person  appointed  to  function  is  not 
able  to  inspect,  at  least  once  a  year,  all  Vaidyasalas. 

Regarding  the  Pharmacy,  I  find  from  the  report  that  it  is  ma¬ 
king  profit  out  of  sales  of  medicines.  The  total  profit  derived 
comes  to  Rs  2107  as  against  only  about  Rs  2,000  in  the  previous 
year.  The  Pharmacy  is  not  intended  to  make  profits  like  this.  If 
my  information  is  correct,  the  quality  of  medicines  sold  is  far  in¬ 
ferior  to  the  medicines  supplied  by  recognised  Vaidyasalas  ;  There 
is  no  justification  for  the  pharmacy  to  make  such  profit  out  of  sales. 
Best  medicines  should  be  supplied  ;  the  quality  must,  be  far  superior 
and  quite  satisfactory  to  the  public. 

About  the  botanical  garden,  the  work  done  there  is  not  at  all 
appreciable.  The  pay  of  the  Pandits  in  Ayurvedic  College  staff  is 
very  low.  It  does  not  even  bear  comparison  with  the  Pandits  in 
the* Government  Sanskrit  College.  Unless  there  is  sufficient  incen¬ 
tive  for  them  to  work,  no  fruitful  results  will  be  forthcoming.  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  Government 
the  desirability  of  making  a  provision  for  the  coming  year  for  the 
Gnani  System  of  treatment  akn,  as  the  efficacy  of  this  treatment 
is  universally  admitted. 

Mr-  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  Sir,  I  wish  to  inter¬ 
vene  in  this  debate  just  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  one 
point.  I  entirely  agree  with  the  opinions  expressed  on  this,  side  of 
the  House  for  the  re-organisation  of  Ayurveda  Department  and  its 
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development.  I  also  suggest  that,  if  (  lift  fair  name  of  the  Ayurveda 
is  to  ha  retained  and  if  you  have  to  maintain  the  standard  that  is  re¬ 
quired  of  tin  Ayurveda  system,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  bring 
tiie  Ayurveda  Vaidyans  of  doubtful  .attainments  and  proficiency 
within  the  scope  of  the  Me  lied  Registration  B.ll.  If  that  is  not 
possible,  a  special  bill  to  register  qualified  Ayurveda  Vaidyans  must 
be  passed.  Without  that.,  it  will  ho  impossible  for  this  system  to 
maintain  its  legitimate  p'acj.  I  have  also  to  point  out  that  as  this 
is  a  cheap  system  of  medicine,  it  will  be  practicable  to  encourage  it 
and  spread  it  to  the  various  parts  of  the  country.  People  also  have 
got  faith  in  it.  With  these  suggestions,  l  also  commend  the  opi¬ 
nions  that  have  been  expressed. 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 
Pillai :  Sir,  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  honourable  members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
in  regard  to  the  usefulness  and  the  importance  of  the  Ayurvedic 
system  of  treatment.  The  Government  have  recognised  it  and  are 
trying  to  popularise  it  as  far  as  possible.  It  must  be  admitted  that 
during  the  past  few  years,  the  department  has  not  had  a  common 
head.  Since  the  retirement  of  the  previous  Director,  the  department 
was  bifurcated  into  the  College  and  the  institutions  connected  -with 
it  and  the  Grant-in-aid  and  recognised  Vydiasalas  and  these  two 
branches  were  placed  under  the  control  of  two  officers.  A  Director 
was  not  appointed  for  the  Ayurvedic  Department  because  of  the 
non  availability  of  a  suitable  candidate.  Some  of  the  honourable 
members  have  suggested  what  the  qualifications  of  the  Director 
should  be.  My  honourable  friend  Mr.  Govindan  has  suggested  that 
the  Director  should  be  an  expert  chemist  well  verssd  in  Ayurveda. 
It  has  not  been  possible  to  find  one  satisfying  these  conditions  who 
may  be  appointed  as  Director. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  ••  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  one  Mr,  A.  P. 
Pauikar  was  an  applicant  for  the  post  and  now  he  is  in  the  services 
of  the  Ceylon  Government? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 
Pillai :  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  any  such  application. 
I  know  that  there  is  one  Mr.  A.  N.  Panikkar  in  Ceylon  service  at 
present,  but  I  do  not  know  what  his  qualifications  are.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  at  one  time  thought  of  appointing  a  Board,  as  suggested  by 
some  honourable  members,  to  advise  Government  on  the  administra. 
tionof  the  Ayurveda  Department.  But  somehow  the  idea  did  not 
materialise.  It  maj  be  because  competent  men  were  unwilling  to 
be  on  the  Board.  If  at  all  Government  have  a  Board,  it  must  con¬ 
sist  of  competent  men  who  will  be  able  to  advise  Government  on 
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Ayurvedic  matters.  I  believe  tbat  it  might  be  because  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  enlisting  the  co-operation  of  competent  men  that  the  idea 
of  having  a  Board  which  was  once  thought  of  had  not  fructified. 
Any  how  1  may  inform  the  House  that  the  question  of  examining 
the  working  of  the  Ayurveda  Department  and  re-organising  it  is 
now  under  the  consideration  of  Government.  It  will  probably  be 
possible  to  take  some  definite  action  in  the  matter  before  long. 

Various  improvements  have  been  suggested  several  defects  have 
been  pointed  out  in  the  administration  of  the  department.  In  the 
working  of  the  local  hospital,  in  the  maintenance  of  tlie  botanical 
garden,  in  the  inspection  of  l.lm  Ayurveda  Vydiasalas  etc.,  1  admit 
there  may  be  some  defects.  It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment'.  to  remove  them  as  far  as  possible,  and  expand  the  usefulness 
and  the  activities  of  the  Department.  The  Government  have  not 
been  very  niggardly  hi  this  matter  ;  they  have  been  increasing  the 
allotment  of  the  department  from  year  to  year.  During  the  current 
year,  additional  grants  wtro  given  for  about  26  or  22  Vydiasalas 
and  provision  is  also  made  in  the  next  year’s  Budget  for  another  six 
Yaidyasalas. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair.-  May  I  knowwhe- 

ther  the  amounts  are  given  only  to  the  extent  of  the  grants  that 
were  given  in  1105  for  the  supply  of  medicines  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 
Pillai  :  It  may  be  so  as  far  as  the  provision  for  the  purchase  of 
medicines  is  concerned ;  I  cannot  answer  that  question  off-hand. 
I  was  speaking  of  the  grants  for  the  Vydiasalas.  During  the  cur¬ 
rent  year  grants  were  given  to  20  or  22  additional  Vydiasalas  and 
there  is  provision  for  giving  grants  to  six  additional  Vydiasalas  du¬ 
ring  the  coming  year.  It  may  not  be  much-  But,  as  pointed  out 
by  Mr,  Kottur  (tunjukrishim  Pillai,  there  are  Vydians  of  various 
descriptions.  Every  Vaidyan  who  applies  for  a  grant  or  every  one 
who  has  passed  some  Ayurvedic  examination  may  not  be  really  an 
efficient  Vydian.  There  must  bj  some  test  to  select  competent  and 
qualified  Vydians  who  deserve  grants.  Eo  doubt.  Government  are 
receiving  petitions  signed  by  hundreds  of  people  from  different  loca  - 
lities  urging  the  claims  of  particular  Lydians  here,  there  and  every 
where.  Those  petitions  are  forwarded  to  the  Inspector  of  Ayur¬ 
veda  ;  he  visits  the  places,  makes  enquiries  and  then  sends  up  his 
recommendations,  it  is  on  these  recommendations  of  the  Inspectors 
that  grants  are  sanctioned.  It  may  not  be  that  all  Vydians  who 
apply  for  grants  and  whose  claims  have  been  advocated  by  some 
people  deserve  grants.  If  some  suitable  test  could  be  devised  by 
which  one  could  select  really  competent  Vydians,  I  think  it  will  be 
a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
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The  question  whether  it  is  possible  to  _  bring  the  Ayurvedic 
Vydians  within  the  scope  of  the  Medical  Registration  Bill  or  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  necessary  to  have  another  bill,  I  cannot  say  at  present. 
But  I  think  the  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  in  this 
respect  is  a  very  useflul  one.  The  other  suggestions  regarding  bota¬ 
nical  gardens,  hospitals  and  Yydiasalas,  I  may  assure  the  House, 
will  all  be  borne  in  mind  and  as  funds  become  available,  they  will  be 
carried  out  one  by  one.  As  I  have  already  said,  the  question  of  re¬ 
organising  the  Department  will  be  taken  up  by  the  Government  and 
id  may  be  possible  to  appoint  a  Director  as  the  head  of  the  depart¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  ;  Is  the  honourable 
member  aware  that  for  the  last  few  years  we  have  not  been  sending 
anyone  to  represent  Travancore  in  the  All  India  Ayurveda  Con¬ 
ference? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 
Pillai  :  I  am  aware,  Sir. 

President  '•  The  motion  before  the  House  is  that  Govern, 
roent  be  granted  a  sum  of  Rs.  70,961  under  Demand  XVI — 
Ayurveda. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

The  grant  was  made. 


DEMAND  XVII— CO-OPERATIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  P.  Paramesvaran  Pillai.  Sir,  1  beg  to  move  that 
Government  be  granted  a  sum  not  exceeding  Rs.  81,532,  under 
Demand  XVII — -Co-operative  Societies. 

Mr.  K.  K.  Kuruvila :  Sir,  on  a  perusal  of  the  Admiuis. 
tration  Report  of  the  Co-operative  Department,  a  feeling  of  dis¬ 
appointment  as  to  the  working  of  co-operative  societies  comes  to 
me.  They  present  a  serious  difficulty  to  all  who  work  in  the  field. 
This  is  not  the  first  time  that  we  have  faced  the  problem. 

We  have  begun  at  the  wrong  end.  We  thought  the  great 
problem  of  indebtedness  can  be  solved  through  the  society  but  it  has 
proved  to  be  too  huge  a  problem  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Societies.  That  has  not  been  possible  and  depression  came. 
With  the  depression  the  situation  has  completely  changed.  Even 
with  money  to  give  as  loans  for  productive  purposes,  I  do  not 
think,  the  problem  can  be  solved.  The  Central  Co-operative  Bank 
gives  money  to  the  Taluk  Banks  at  6  per  cent  and  the  Taluk  Banks 
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give  money  to  the  primary  societies  at  7  or  7-|-  per  cent.  The 
farmer  who  takes  the  loan  and  invests  it  on  productive  purposes 
cannot  expect  more  than  3  per  cent  in  come.  It  means  that  he  has 
to  find  out  another  4  per  cent  from  other  sources  to  pay  interest. 
I  know,  and  I  believe  that  the  Registrar  would  agree  with  me,  that 
there  are  many  societies  -which  would  like  to  change  from  the  credit 
societies  to  non-credit  societies.  I  personally  know  that  there  are 
half  a  dozen  societies  which  are  anxious  to  change  from  the  credit 
to  the  non-credit  societies.  They  cannot  do  it  because  they  have 
no  money  available  to  take  as  loans  at  a  reduced  rate  of  interest.  I 
personally  recommend  no  co-operative  societies  to  invest  money  for 
'  productive  purposes  unless  they  get  it  at  2  or  3  per  cent-  But 
where  is  the  money  to  come  from  ?  I  believe  that  if  the  Govern¬ 
ment  actually  knew  the  situation  and  the  need  of  these  societies,  at 
least  8  lakhs  of  rupess  would  have  been  allotted  for  this  purpose. 
I  understand  that  even  the  Reserve  Bank  has  a  clause  which  sets 
apart  a  certain  amount  of  money  for  agricultural  purposes.  I  hope 
that  the  Government,  in  the  absence  of  such  a  bank  will  entrust 
the  co-operative  societies  with  at  least  Its.  3  lakhs  at  2  per  cent  in¬ 
terest  to  be  devoted  to  non-credit  work.  If  the  Government  have 
not  the  generosity  and  the  goodness  and  kindness  to  do  it,  I  do  not 
think  that  the  work  can  progress.  Otherwise  it  is  better  that  the 
co-operative  organisation  is  closed. 

There  is  still  another  difficulty  in  the  successful  working  of 
the  Co-operative  societies.  If  you  read  the  report  of  the  Agri¬ 
cultural  Department,  the  Fisheries  Department  and  the  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Department  together,  you  will  find  a  rather  sad  situation  It 
is,  to  my  mind,  as  somebody  trying  to  create  a  human  being  with 
its  legs  in  Bombay,  its  eyes  and  nose  in  Madras  and  head  and 
brains  somewhere  in  Trivandrum.  We  may  bring  all  these  limbs 
together.  Well,  it  will  look  excellent  but  it  would  not  move.  As 
a  person  who  has  been  in  close  association  with  one  of  the  Unions, 

1  have  found  that  our  Unions  require  an  Agricultural  Inspector 
more  than  a  Supervisor.  The  Supervisor  comes  and  inspects  the 
accounts.  But  if  you  go  to  a  co  operative  society  you  are  at  once 
face  to  face  with  problems  of  manure  and  the  problem  of  agricul¬ 
ture  and  when  you  suggest  that  the  society  should  be  changed  to  a 
Uon-credit  co-operative  organisation,  you  want  cattle  and  manure. 
Therefore  these  departments  should  work  together  on  a  common 
basis.  My  practical  suggestion,  if  the  Government  null  take  it,  is 
that  at  least  in  a  few  places,  village  recons  traction  committees  must 
be  formed  in  which  the  co-operative  inspector,  the  Agricultural 
Inspector  and  the  P.  W.  D,  Supervisor  should  be  members.  J 
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know  ilia  Department  is  not  very  enthusiastic  about  Unions.  But 
if  tlie  Department  has  faith  in  the  Unions.  I  would  ask  the  per¬ 
mission  of  the  Government  to  co-opt  an  agriculture  inspector,  a 
P.  W.  D.  supervisor  and  a  Doctor  to  the  Union.  They  work 
under  different  departments  and  it  may  be  difficult  to  get  them 
together.  But  I  do  hope  that  for  the  sake  of  the  people  and  the 
country  some  such  central  organisation  should  take  place  and  this 
will  have,  I  think,  a  great  advantage  for  we  have  been  talking  in 
other  places  about  the  circuit  of  officers.  I  myself  have  found  it 
difficult  to  meet  some  of  the  Departmental  Heads,  They  come  to 
T.  Bs.  By  the  time  the  report  is  seen  in  the  papers  that  they 
have  come,  they  are  off.  .If  we  have  a  commit.ee  like  this  in  the 
villages,  the  Departmental  Head  can  interview  the  committee 
members  from  whom  they  could  get  information.  This  will  be  a 
great  advantage  both  for  the  village  and  for  the  Departmental' 
Head. 

Secondly,  I  was  surprised  at  the  number  of  local  needs  that 
were  presented  before  this  Council.  I  had  no  idea  that  such  a' 
process  will  go  on  here.  I  would  certainly  like  to  bring  in  require¬ 
ments  of  my  place  next  time  I  come.  I  live  in  a  place  five  miles 
south  of  Thiruvalla  and  21  miles  from  Kottayam.  It  is  certainly 
more  difficult  for  me  to  reach  ray  place  from  Thiruvalla  than  to 
reach  Trivandrum  from  there.  Those  local  needs  could  be  dealt 
with  in  those  committees  and  he  presented  to  the  Government  or" 
Departmental  heads  through  these.  I  hope  that  it  will  be  a  bettef 
thing  than  to  present  the  local  needs  here  in  the  Council, 

Thirdly,  there  is  the  question  of  research.  I  have  often  heard, 
of  the  research  somewhere  in  South  Travancore.  But  it  has  not 
reached  Korth  Travancore  yet.  I  have  heard  of  stud  bulls' which 
are  kept  in  Trivandrum,  Quilon  and  Kottayam.  But  it  is  the 
people  in  the  villages  that  need  them  more.  I  do  not  knorv  hoV 
the  villages  are  to  be  benefiied  by  the  Agriculture  Director  keeping 
them  in  Trivandrum,  Quilon  and  Kottayam.  If  you  have  recon¬ 
struction  committees,  these  bulls  may  be  sent  from  place  to  place 
and  information  about  the  research  experiments  may  be  spread 
through  these  committees  so  that  the  whole  country  may'  he 
benefited.  I  hope  therefore  that  the  question  of  the  village  recon¬ 
struction  committees  would  be  seriously  considered  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  by  which  the  nation-building  departments  would  work' 
together  in  a  spirit  of  co-operation  and  for  the  benefit  of  the' 
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Mr.  A  Easwara  Pillai :  ( Kottaralcara  and  Fattampunm 
cum  Sh-mcolta )  :  Sir,  the  co-operative  department  was  Parted  by 
Government  with  the  object  of  helping  the  agriculturists  of  the 
country,  The  condition  of  the  agriculturists  in  Travancore  is  not 
at  ail  enviable.  On  account  of  failure  of  crops,  fall  in  prices. of 
articles  and  accute  economic  depression,  the  agriculturists  are. going 
down  year  after  year  Their  indebtedness  is  also  increasing  to  an 
appalling  extent.  The  situation  is  very  much  aggravated  by  the 
degeneration  of  the  co-operative  movement.  The  proceedings  of 
the  Government,  appended  to  the  Administration  Report  Itself 
vrould  indicate  the  truth  of  what  I  have  submitted.  It  shows  that 
the  aggregate  overdue  in  1111  is  Rs.  39,73,356,  that  is  about  71 
per  cent,  of  the  working  capital  of  the  co-operative  societies.  The 
Report  further  says  “this  increase  is  an  alarming  feature  of  the 
movement.  .The  Registrar  has  repeated  his  previous  statement 
that  the  future  is  not  devoid  of.  hope.”  This  is  a  clear  and  candid 
admission  of  the  condition  of  the  movement  and  indicates  that  the 
Department  is  not  work' ng  satisfactorily  and  that  it  does  not  in 
any  way  serve  the  purpose,  for  which  it  is  originally  intended  for. 
A-  most  prominent  co-operator  of  India,  Mr.  Devadhar,  who  had 
clearly  stated  that  the  root  of  the  movement  is  rotti-n  and  it  is  in¬ 
evitable  that  the  stem  will  perish  soon.  The  Government,  has 
already  passed  a  Regulation  and  now  it  is  intended  to  rescue  the 
movement'  from  possible  danger  of  ruin.  In  spite  of  the  new  Regu¬ 
lation  and  also  in  spite  of  the  nominal  re-organisation  of  the  depart¬ 
ment,  the  matters  are  still  remaining  in  the  same  condition.  The 
reason  can  be  attributed  to  the  paucity  of  hands  in  the  department. 
Sir,  the  Government  started  this  Department  without  any  demand 
from  the  public.  This  was,  more  or  less,  imposed  upon  the  people. 
People  even  now  do  not  know  the  principles  of  co-operation,  1  hey 
take  it  as  a  chitty  scheme  started  by  the  Secretary  as  its  foreman. 

If  we  now  stop  arid  take  stock  of  the  activities  of  the  co-operative 
movement,  we  will  come  to  the  conclusion  th  at  the  movement  can¬ 
not  sustain  itself,  unless  it  is  strengthened  by  providing  with  suffi¬ 
cient  number  of  persons  to  work  up  the  Department  effectively  and 
efijciendy.  The  entire  fault  does  not  ho  on  the  officers  of  the  De¬ 
partment,  We,  non-officials  are  also  partly  responsible  for  the  failure 
of  the  movement.  More  than  95  per  cent,  of  these  societies 
are  lending  societies  of  the.  worst  type-  We  have  jot  a  tendency  to 
borrow  money  but  .no  regard  for  repayment.  This  trait  of  the 
people  i3  an  evil  which  should  be  dispelled  by  means  of  effective 
propaganda.  The  first  and  foremost  thing  required  -for  ensuring 
success  for  the  movement  is  that  Ihe  people  should  be  given 
instructions  on  principles  of  co-operation-  Business  morality  is  to 
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be  inculcated  in  their  minds.  I£  this  movement  is  properly  and  effi¬ 
ciently  conducted,  I  am  sure  that  this  will  act  as  a  panacea  for  all 
our  economic  distress.  In  this  connection  I  venture  to  make  one 
or  two  suggestions. 

Honourable  member  Mr.  K,  E.  Kuruvilla  has  pointed  out  that 
there  is  no  co -ordination  between  some  of  the  nation  building  depart¬ 
ments.  It  is  too  true.  There  is  nothing  common  between  the  co¬ 
operative  the  Agriculture  and  the  Industries  departments.  For  the 
effective  working  of  these  Departments  they  should  be  co-ordinated 
under  an  efficient  officer  who  should  be  held  responsible  for  the 
policy  of  the  department,  I  would  also  make  another  suggestion 
that  the  rural  reconstruction  work  must  be  entirely  entrusted  with 
the  Co-operative  Department. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai  :  Maj  [  know  whether 
the  rural  reconstruction  work  should  be  entrusted  with  the  depart¬ 
mental  officers  or  with  the  various  co  operative  societies. 

Mr.  A.  Easwara  Pillai :  It  can  be  entrusted  both  with 
the  Department  and  the  non-officials.  The  Department  alone  could 
not  be  able,  to  takie  with  the  work.  People  are  allowed  to  share 
the  responsibilities  of  the  Department.  It  is  a  quasi  Government 
Department.  There  are  many  co-operative  unions  and  they  have 
control  over  the  individual  societies.  And  with  the  unofficial  aid  the 
Department  can  effectively  work  out  the  rural  reconstruction  schemej 

Another  submission  that  I  have  to  make  is  that  effective  pro« 
pagauda  must  be  conducted  without  further  delay.  The  whole  evil 
lies  in  the  absence  of  adequate  propaganda  work.  As  I  said  before, 
the  root  cause  of  the  existing  evils  is  the  absence  of  effective  pro¬ 
paganda  work.  For  that  purpose  competent  persons  should  be  ap¬ 
pointed  .  The  present  staff  of  the  Department  is  insufficients,  and  their 
number  should  be  increased.  Efficient  men  should  be  recruited  for 
the  purpose.  Some  Inspectors  appear  to  be  untrained  and4  un¬ 
qualified  for  this  work.  The  persons  of  approved  merit  should 
be  selected  and  appointed  to  do  propaganda  work  in  future. 

Another  suggestion  I  have  to  make  is  that  the  Department 
must  be  entrusted  with  the  work  of  developing  cottage  industry  in 
the  State.  Now  i:  is  the  Industrial  Department  which  looks  after 
this  work,  if  it  is  transferred  to  the  Co-op<.rati\  e  Department  it  is 
very  easy  for  effectively  working  it  out,  because  the  co-operative 
movement  is  mainly  conducted  with  the  help  of  the  general  public, 
the  officials  in  the  Co-operative  Department  always  come  in  contact 
with  the  rural  population.  Therefore  the  reorganisation,  develop- 
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ment  and  extension  of  the  cottage  industries  can  be  effectively  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Co-operative  Department.  In  this  connection  I  wish 
to  make  a  suggestion  with  regard  to  the  minor  irrigation  works, 
Sir,  the  minor  irrigation  works  should  be  transferred  to  the  Agri¬ 
cultural  Department.  Some  sort  of  reorganisation  of  these  depart¬ 
ments  and  co-ordination  of  their  activities  are  absolutely  necessary. 
If  the  Government  feel  the  necessity  of  improving  the  lot  of  the 
agriculturists  who  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  population  of  the  State, 
surely  they  must  bestow  more  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the 
nation  building  departments.  We  can  speak  loudly  of  very  great 
things  and  do  some  thing  of  a  shabby  nature.  But  if  the  Govern- 
ment  wish  to  do  some  thing  good  for  the  people,  re-organise  the 
Agricultural  Department  and  co-ordinate  it  with  other  nation¬ 
building  departments.  For  that  purpose  I  urge  upon  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  allot  enough  of  funds  for  these  departments, 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai ;  Sir,  it  has  to  be 
admitted  that  the  Co  operative  Department  has  not  done  till  now 
what  it  could  do  in  the  form  of  organising  agriculture  and  finding 
out  solutions  for  many  problems  that  affect  the  agriculturists  of  the 
land.  In  fact,  I  think,  Sir,  that  the  main  work  of  the  Co-operative 
Department,  so  far  as  Travancore  is  concerned,  is  the  crganisation 
of  Agriculture.  What  is  the  reason  for  this  lack  of  endeavour  ?  I 
have  been  thinking  over  this  and  I  find  that  one  of  the  primary 
reasons  for  the  defect  in  the  administration  of  the  department  seems 
to  be  the  fact  that  as  the  Registrar  of  the  Co-operative  Department, 
persons  come  and  go,  merely  by  way  of  promotions,  and  as  soon 
as  they  are  put  in  as  Registrars,  they  are  in  a  hurry  to  get  out  of 
the  place  seeking  some  other  place  with  better  prospects.  Sir, 
unless  something’  is  done  to  remove  this,  unless  a  man  who 
is  an  enthusiast,  who  is  a  real  and  genuine  co-operator,  who 
takes  an  interest  in  the  village,  and  who  is  a  guide,  philoso¬ 
pher  and  friend  of  the  agricultural  population,  unless  such  a  man 
is  put  at  the  head  of  this  department  and  is  allowed  to  continue 
there  for  at  least  12  years  at  a  stretch  nothing  tangible  can  be 
achieved  by  this  Department,  Sir,  a  man  must  be  sent  to  the 
department  with  the  previous  unders'. aiding  that  he  is  not  going  to 
be  disturbed  from  there  for  some  time. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai :  May  I  know  whether  it 
is  possible  to  give  effect  to  this  scheme  without  repealing  the  present 
Co-operative  Act? 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai:  Acts  are  not  un¬ 
alterable.  If  necessary  changes  are  to  be  made  they  ought  to  be 
made.  The  main  thing  that  we  want  to  achieve  is  the  purpose  for 
which  the  department  is  organised .  As  my  friend  Mr.  Ivuruvilla 
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stated  there  is  the  necessity  for  the  co-ordination  of  the  activities  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Department  of  Public  Worts 
with  regard  to  the  minor  irrigation  works.  But  not  merely  that,  I 
have  to  make  a  difinite  suggestion  with  regard  to  one  point.  Now, 
the  Revenue  Department  is  entrusted  with  the  work  of  distributing 
agricultural  loans.  Government  have  done  this  in  the  hope  that 
the  agriculturists  will  have  the  facility  to  get  credit  at  a  low  rate  oE 
interest  to  meet  their  agricultural  needs.  But, as  a  matter  of  fact, 
if  you  enquire  into  it  minutely,  you  will  find  that  the  agriculturists 
who  want  to  get  a  loan  from  the  Revenue  Department  has  to  spend 
money  which  when,  calculated  along  with  the  interest  will  be  not 
much  better  than  the  interest  which  he  has  to  pay  to  the  ordinary 
money  lender.  If  it  is  possible  for  Government  to  make  the  Co¬ 
operative  Department  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  these  loans, 
then  it  may  become  possible  for  the  real  agriculturists  to  be  benefited 
By  the  expenditure  of  this  money.  Then  it  will  also  be  possible  to 
prevent  these  loans  from  being  utilised  for  purposes  ether  than 
agricultural.  Sir,  this  is  a  very  serious  matter.  There  is  much  of 
Criticism  levelled  by  the  C  -operative  Department  at  the  co-opera¬ 
tive  societies  that  these  societies  are  not  very  prompt  in  the  matter 
of  paying  back.  It  is  not  enough  for  the  department  merely  to  say 
that  the  societies  are  not  paying  back  and  the  majority  of  the  socie¬ 
ties  are  not  working  well,  etc.  I  think  that  is  an  admission  on  the 
part  of  the  department  of  its  failure.  For,' after  all,  the  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Department  functions  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
and'  distributing  loans  but  they  have  got  more  important  functions 
also,  mz.}  to  see  that  they  are  make  better,  that  they  become 
human  beings,  bettered  economically.  That  is  the  more  important 
function  of  the  Co-operative  Department.  If  as  a  result  of .  these 
years  of  work  the  habit  of  not  being  prompt  in  paying  back  the 
lbahs  has  increased  and  we  have  deteriorated  in  the  matter  of  self- 
respect  and  self  help,  if  all  these  qualities  are  not  developed  in  the 
people,  and  on  the  contrary  deterioration  is  the  result,  then  I  thiiik 
that  just  the  opposite  effect  is  achieved  by  the  department.  Sir, 
there  is  the  necessity  to  look  into  the  question  very  seriously.  I  am 
aware  of  the  fact  that  an  enquiry  into  the  working  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  was  conducted  under  the  guidance  of  a 'very  efficient  co -opera- 
tot  and  a  bill  as  required  by  him,  has  been  passed  by  the  Legis¬ 
lature.  Government  must  now  seriously  tike  the  question  of 
-strengthening  this  department  with  a,  view  to  get  the  full  benefit 
out  of  it..  1  think  so  far  as  agriculture  is  concerned  not  only  in  Tta- 
vaheore  but  everywhere  it  will  remain  the  biggest  industry'  as  long 
as- the  world  lasts. 1  Neither  cottage  industry  or  industry  even  oh.  a 
large  scale  cannot  supplant  it.  So  far  as  agriculture  is  concerned 
fragmentation  of  properties,  which  was  one  of  the  inevitable  con. 
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requence  o£  the  partition  laws,  should  be  checked  by  a  scheme  for 
tho  consolidation  o£  holdings,  and  the  elimination’ of  middlemen 
should  also  be  effec  ed.  These  are  the  only  remedies  10  meet  its 
present  evils.  Whatever  criticism  we  may  level  at  the  existing 
societies,  it  is  all  easy  to  say  that  bad  and  indifferent  societies  should 
be  scrapped  and  the  department  may  be  scrapped,  but  the  only 
remedy  for  the  many  evils  from  which  agriculture  is  suffering  is  the 
proper  organisation  of  agriculture  on  a  co-operative  basis.  Sip, 
the  pivotal  question  with  regard  to  the  reorganisation  of  this  de¬ 
partment  and  making  it  effective  centres  round  the  personnel  of  tfye. 
head  of  the  department,  the  Registrar.  In  the  Madras  Presidency 
and  elsewhere  the  success  so  far  achieved  by  the  co-operative  mover 
men  was  due  to  the  judicious  selection  of  the  personnel  of  thp 
Registrar.  So  also  here  extreme  care  should  be  taken  in  the  splec-, 
tion  of  Registrars.  I  don’t  mean  any  disparagement  to  the  present 
incumbent  or  to  his  predecessors  when  I  say  that  a  man  who  is 
enthusiastic  in  the  work,  a  man  who  could  devote  a  great  portion  of 
his  life  for  the  movement,  an  enthusiast  must  be  the  head  of  this 
department, 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  Sir,  I  rise  to 
support  the  demand.  I  am  one  with  Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna 
PiUai  in  believing  that  the  head  of  the  department  must  be  one  who 
has  got  sufficient  enthusiasm  for  his  work,  one  who  would  appre* 
date  the  non-official  point  of  view.  I  am  sure  that  the  honourable, 
member  could  not  have  meant  any  disparagement  to  the  present 
incumbent  or  to  his  predecessors.  But  there  is  no  guarantee  that 
if-  a  non-fficial  is  taken  as  the  head  of  the  department  he  will  retain 
the  same  non-official  outlook  sufficiently  long.  In  the  official  history, 
of  many  people  one  could  see  that  it  tabes  no  long  time  for  a  non- 
official  to  fossilise  into  an  official  in  his  outlook, 

Sir,  both  here  and  in  British  India  recruitment  td  the  Govern* 
rnent  service  has  been  made  from  the  ranks  of  the  non -officials ;  but 
once  they  get  into  service  their  non-official  outlook  in  many  cases 
becomes  a  thing  of  the  past-  Therefore,  Sir,  even  if  a  non-official- 
is  recruited  as  a  Registrar  for  a  period  of  12  years,  there  is  fid 
guarantee  that  throughout  that  period  he  will  have  the  same  degree 
of  enthusiasm  and  zeal  for  public  progress  which  seems  to  be  the 
ideal  of  my  friend  Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  PiUai.  The  whole 
question  turns  round  the  personality  of  the  Registrar  ;  but,  whether 
hfe  is'  recruited  from  the  Government  service  or  from  among  the 
non-officials,  there  can  bs  no  guarantee  for  continued  selfless  work, 
.Amyhow,  even  now,  there  is  nothing  preventing  the  non-officials’ 
from  enthusiastically  co-operating  with  the  Registrar  of  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Societies  and  making  his  work  really  useful.  I  would  again 


476  SHE  TBAVANCOBE  6BI  CHITRA  STATE  COUNCIL.  [12lH  AUGUST  193$ 

[Mr.  Kochickal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi,] 
repeat  that,  as  Mr.  Kottur  Kuiriukriskna  Pillai  said,  that  we  do  not 
mean  any  reflection  on  the  present  incumbent  in  office  who  made 
himself  very  agreeable  to  us  as  former  Secretary  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  V.  5.  Arumukham  Pillai :  Sir,  it  has  to  be  conceded 
that  co  operative  societies  are  not  now  working  properly.  If  the 
department  is  not  functioning  properly,  it  is  due  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  fact  that  till  now  we  have  been  having  only  credit  cocieties. 
Various  remedies  have  been  suggested  by  my  honourable  friends. 
For  my  part,  I  would  suggest  that  unless  we  develop  in  ourselves 
the  habit  of  repayment,  there  is  absolutely  no  hope  of  the  credit 
side  of  this  department  showing  any  success.  The  non-credit  side 
has  not  so  far  been  attempted  at  ail.  Unless  the  department  diverts 
its  attention  exclusively  to  non-credit  activities  like  conso'idation  of 
holdings  and  co-operative  marketing,  there  is  no  hope  for  the  co¬ 
operative  movement  to  thrive  in  Travancore. 

The  importance  of  the  person  of  the  Registrar  has  been  rightly 
stressed  by  some  of  my  honourable  friends.  The  powers  of  the 
Registrar  have  been  greatly  increased  by  the  recent  Act.  and  we 
have  to  await  the  results  of  the  changes  made  in  the  provisions  of 
that  Act. 

It  has  also  been  suggested  that  this  department  should  be  co¬ 
ordinated  with  some  other  departments-  Sir,  I  do  not  think  that 
is  practicable  at  all.  This  department  stands  on  a  unique  footing. 
This  is  the  only  department  which  combines  official  and  non-official 
effort.  There  is  no  ocher  department  which  does  it,  to  this  extent 
at  any  rate.  The  Revenue  Department,  the  Industries  Department 
and  the  Agricultural  Department  have  nothing  in  common  with  the 
Co  operative  Department. 

Then  with  regard  to  the  suggestion  that  this  department  must 
be  entrusted  with  the  distribution  of  Government  loans  as  I  have 
already  stated,  it  is  the  credit  side  of  its  activities  that  have  crippled 
the  progress  of  the  movement,  I  am  therefore  against  any  such 
suggestions  or  schemes. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  ;  Sir,  as  has  already  been 
remarked,  this  department  has  been  recently  strengthened,  and 
more  powers  have  been  conferred  on  the  Registrar.  I  hope  the 
work  of  the  societies  will  improve  hereafter,  and  the  Registrar  will 
devote  more  attention  to  the  work  of  consolidation,  and  rectification 
of  societies,  and  such  other  matters .  I  find  from  the  Report  of  the 
Department  for  1111  that  12  non-credit  societies  were  formed.  That 
is  a  good  sign.  In  a  country  like  ours,  mainly  agricultural, 
it  must  be  our  paramount  concern  to  improve  agriculture.  What  is 
urgently  required  is  the  establishment  of  more  non -credit  societies 
as  We  have  more  credit  societies. 
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I  also  find  that  about  30  societies  were  not  audited  during  the 
last  year.  I  hope,  with  the  strengthening  of  the  staff,  there  will  be 
no  room  hereafter  for  slackness  in  this  direction.  I  also  expect  that 
the  new  enthusiastic  Registrar  will  not  spare  any  effort  to  brinw 
down  the  arrears  in  the  various  societies.  This  is  really  a  develop^ 
ment  department  and  it  is  up  to  the  Registrar  to  show  better  and 
more  substantial  work  to  justify  this  department  being  classed 
among  the  major  departments. 

Mr,  K.  R-  Elankath  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  stress  the  importance 
of  rural  reconstruction  work  by  means  of  co-operative  enterprise. 
I  am  sorry  to  find  that  there  is  no  appreciable  improvement  in  the 
quality  or  quantity  of  the  work  turned  out  by  this  department 
considering  the  fact  that  it  has  been  recently  widened  by  strengthen¬ 
ing  of  the  staff  and  investment  of  wider  powers  to  the  Registrar. 
The  most  important  part  that  this  department  has  to  play  lies  in 
the  work  of  village  reconstruction.  As  Mr.  Arumukham  Pillai  has 
pointed  out,  this  is  the  only  department  where  there  is  great  scope 
for  united  effort  of  officials  and  non-officials  to  the  maximum  advant¬ 
age  of  the  villagers.  Sir,  if  it  will  encourage  non-credit  work  in  the 
State  and  produce  even  two  or  three  good  village  reconstruction 
centres  in  one  year,  it  would  have  justified  its  existence.  Sir,  it  is 
not  in  the  number  of  societies  or  in  the  quantity  of  inspection  or 
auditing  work  that  the  real  work  of  the  department  lies.  What  is 
really  important  is  the  village  reconstruction  work.  There  must  be 
a  systematic  scheme,  a  one-year  plan  or  five-year  plan  or  even  a  ten- 
year  plan  as  the  Government  deem  it  fit,  and  funds  allow  for  giving 
encouragement  to  village  reconstruction  work.  If  two  villages  are 
taken  up  and  they  are  improved  industrially  and  economically,  and 
in  imparting  education  to  the  adults,  the  labouring  classes  in  parti¬ 
cular  and  affording  sanitary  improvements.  I  think  the  department 
cannot  do  anything  better  and  more  beneficial  to  the  State  than  give 
great  attention  to  this  work.  I  shall  only  refer  to  the  Neyyoor 
society  of  which  leading  public  men  who  came  to  visit  model  socie¬ 
ties  of  Travancore  have  recorded  their  very  high  opinions.  Sir, 
such  societies  should  be  encouraged  not  only  by  mere  words  but  by 
very  liberal  grants.  I  kno  w  Government  are  very  keen  on  village 
reconstruction  work,  and  are  giving  very  liberal  donations  to  the 
rural  demonstration  centre  at  Martandam.  They  are  doing  very 
good  work  and  are  advertising  very  well,  even  through  foreign 
agencies  and  their  European  patrons.  But,  in  the  case  of  the 
Neyyoor  society,  as  the  Registrar  will  concede,  with  its  meagre 
resources  and  without  any  kind  of  advertisement,  it  has  been  able 
to  do  good  work  which  has  attracted  the  attention  of  eminent  co- 
operators  from  all  parts  of  India.  It  was  only  the  other  day  that 
the  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bombay  Office  in  Reserve  Bank 
Vol.  X  No.  7. 
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visited  this  society,  hie  told  me  that  he  was  longing  to  visit  such  a 
society,  and  said  that  the  society  had  best  understood  the  prim 
ciples  of  co-operation  and  was  doing  its  best  for  the  alround  im¬ 
provement  of  its  members. 

Mr.  P.  Para:me5varan  Pillai :  There  is  no  gainsaying 
the  fact  that  village  reconstruction  should  engage  the  most  serious 
attention  of  the  Co-operative  Department.  The  Government  are 
not  at  all  slow  in  lending  their  support  to  any  measures  intended  to 
relieve  the  agriculturists  from  distress.  Though  the  Co-operative 
Department  is  mainly  concerned  with  the  economic  betterment  of 
the  agriculturists,  it  is  doing  its  best  to  extend  the  activities  of 
rural  uplift  with  the  active  assistance  of  the  other  nation-building 
departments,  like  the  Agricultural  Department  and  the  Industries 
Department.  Whatever  may  be  the  extraneous  aid,  I  think  that 
the  success  of  rural  improvement  depends  to  a  very  great  extent  on 
the  will  to  progress,  the  will  to  improve,  that  must  spontaneously 
emanate  from  the  villagers  themselves.  I  may  assure  the  House 
that  Government  would  be  always  on  the  alert  to  stregthen  the 
rural  uplift  movement  in  all  possible  ways.  The  honourable 
member  Mr.  Kuruvilla  suggested  the  establishment  of  rural  re¬ 
construction  committees.  That  suggestion  will  be  duly  considered. 

Sir,  unfortunately,  people  seem  to  have  lost  faith  in  the  vitality 
of  the  co-operative  movement  to  some  extent ;  and,  in  the  present 
phase  of  the  movement,  Government  feel  that  it  is  very  essential 
that  the  avenues  of  non-credit  activity  should  be  explored  and  that 
the  losing  confidence  of  the  public  restored.  To  save  the  agricul¬ 
turist  from  his  grinding  poverty  and  the  crushing  burden  of  his 
debt,  it  is  essential  that  he  should  be  persuaded  to  take  to  some  sub¬ 
sidiary  occupation  also  suited  to  him.  Without  that  I  do  not  think 
that  it  will  be  possible  to  wipe  off  his  indebtedness.  The  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Department  is  trying  to  do  its  utmost  to  induce  the  agricul¬ 
turists  to  take  to  such  subsidiary  pursuits  as  poultry  farming,  bee¬ 
keeping,  dairying,  etc.  AH  these  activities  are  being  encouraged 
and  the  societies  are  now  taking  more  interest  in  them.  I  can  cite 
instances  of  rural  re-construction  centres  where  such  work  has  been 
carried  on  very  well.  My  honourable  friend,  Mr.  Elankath  referred 
to  the  society  at  Neyyoor  in  the  work  of  which  he  himself  takes 
much  interest.  That  is  one  instance  of  the  kind.  He  was  talking 
of  a  Government  grant  to  that  societ  y.  But,  I  find  that  that  society 
is  already  working  at  a  profit.  It  does  not  seem  to  stand  in  need 
of  a  grant  at  present. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  ;  Will  not  a  donation  be  useful  in 
expanding  its  activities  ? 

Mr.  P.  Paratnesvaran  Pillai :  May  be- 
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Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai  *  la  there  any  objection  to 
a  reward  being  given  ? 

Mr.  P.  Pa  ram es varan  Pillai :  That  can  be  considered. 

My  honourable  friend  Mr.  Kuruvilla  said  that  the  Central  Co¬ 
operative  Bank  realised  6  per  cent,  interest  on  loans,  but  the  fact  has 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  that  the  Bank  gives  loans  out  of 
borrowings  made  by  it.  _  The  Bank  has  to  pay  41  and  5  per  cent 
interest  on  such  borrowings  and  that  is  the  reason  why  it  is  not 
able  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest-  It  is  practically  impossible  for 
the  Bank  to  lend  at  2  and  3  per  cent,  interest.  As  regards  the 
general  reduction  in  the  rate  of  interest,  the  Department  itself  has 
advised  the  societies  and  issued  a  circular  for  reducing  the  rate 
from  four  cash  to  three  cash  in  the  rupee. 

Sir,  reference  was  made  to  the  increasing  overdues.  The 
gradual  increase  in  the  overdues  of  societies  is  no  doubt  an  alarming 
feature.  That  is  so,  because  the  repaying  capacity  of  the  agricul¬ 
turist  is  very  low.  The  weight  of  his  past  debts  drags  him  down 
and  clown  into  the  mire.  If  the  agricultural  loans  also  are  to  be 
entrusted  to  co-operative  societies  for  distribution,  I  am  afraid, 
whether  the  same  fate  as  that  of  the  overdues  to  the  societies  may 
not  befall  on  the  recovery  of  these  loans  as  well. 

As  regards  the  composition  of  boards  consisting  of  officials 
and  non-officials  to  control  the  movement,  I  find  that  there  is  some 
difference  of  opinion  in  the  House.  All  the  suggestions  made  by 
the  honourable  members  will,  however,  receive  the  careful  conside¬ 
ration  of  Government. 

Reference  was  made  to  some  local  agricultural  needs  which  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  for  me  to  reply-  No  doubt,  the  condition 
of  the  agriculturists  is  hard,  but  v’hat  could  the  Co-operative  De. 
partment  alone  do  to  improve  it  ?  The  result  of  supplying  free 
facilities  for  rural  credit  has  been  that  much  capital  has  become 
frozen  and  it  is  not  able  to  supply  all  the  needs  of  the  agricul¬ 
turists  at  present. 

Reference  has  also  been  made  to  effective  propaganda  and 
organisation.  Sir,  this  is  now  being  clone  to  a  certain  extent  by 
the  Co-operative  Inspectors.  But  their  hands  are  even  otherwise 
full.  There  are  some  statutory  duties  to  be  performed  by  them. 
There  is,  the  audit  work,  the  work  of  supervision,  liquidation,  arbit¬ 
ration,  settlement  of  election  disputes  and  so  on.  How  is  it  then 
possible  for  them  to  devote  as  muoh  attention  as  is  necessary  to  pro¬ 
paganda?  It  is  the  non -official  agency  that  has  to  do  propaganda 
work  and  the  work  of  organisation.  There  are  26  local  supervising 
unions  which  are  helped  by  Government,  and  they  are  all  intended 
for  carrying  on  propaganda  and  supervision. 
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Mr.  K.  K.  Kuruvilla:  How  much  is  given  to  these  super- 
vising  unions  ? 

Mr.  P.  Paramesvaran  Pillai:  Rs.  3,000  per  annum. 

It  is  twenty-three  years  since  the  co-operative  movement  has  been 
introduced  in  the  country  and  it  is  time  that  the  supervising  unions 
should  be  able  to  stand  on  their  legs.  They  get  supervision  funds 
from  the  societies.  The  societies  have  to  give  5  per  cent,  of  their 
earned  interest  on  loans. 

Mr.  K.  K.  Kuruvilla  :  Is  it  not  out  of  the  earned  interest 
and  did  not  the  honourable  member  say  that  the  societies  work  at 
a  loss  ?  When  the  societies  work  at  a  loss  how  can  the  unions  get 
the  5  per  cent  ? 

Mr-  P.  Paramesvaran  Pillai :  It  is  not  all  societies  that 
are  working  at  a  loss.  There  are  some  societies  that  are  working  at 
a  profit  and  something  by  way  of  supervision  funds  will  come  from 
these  societies  and  Government  also  are  supplementing  this  by  a 
grant  of  Rs.  3,000. 

There  is  also  the  central  non-official  agency,  the  Co-operative 
Institute,  for  carrying  on  educative  propaganda  and  organisation. 
Such  a  kind  of  propaganda  may  well  be  left  to  be  carried  out  pri¬ 
marily  by  the  non-official  agency  more  effectively  than  by  the  Circle 
Inspectors. 

As  stated  already,  the  development  of  the  non-credit  side  of 
the  movement  is  engaging  the  serious  attention  of  the  Department 
and  of  the  Government  and  it  would  be  their  earnest  endeavour  to 
push  it  through  as  far  as  possible. 

The  question  that  Government  be  granted  a  sum  of  Rs.  81,532 
under  Demand  XVII — Co-operative  Department  was  put  and  carried 
and  the  grant  was  made. 

DEMAND  XVIII— INDUSTRIES  INCLUDING  CLAY 
REFINING  AND  PORCELAIN  FACTORY. 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das  =  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  for  a  grant  not 
exceeding  Rs.  3,78,726  under  Demand  XVIII— Industries  in 
eluding  Clay  Refining  and  Porcelain  Factory. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair :  Sir,  1  oppose  the 
demand.  I  do  so  with  a  view  to  point  out  to  Government  that  we 
would  come  to  some  definite  understanding  about  this  Department. 
We  would  either  mend  it  or  we  would  put  a  stop  to  it.  In  our 
rubber  factory  and  our  sugar  factory  we  have  found  that  it  is  pro¬ 
per  that  we  give  them  to  private  persons.  So  far  as  this  Industrial 
Department  is  concerned,  Government  will  have  to  consider  very 
seriously  whether  any  good  is  to  come  from  this  Department  by 
investing  this  amount  of  Rs.  2  lakhs  on  it  per  year.  Sir,  there  was  a 
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time  when  we  had  very  high  ambitions,  when  we  had  very  high 
anticipations  about  our  industries.  We  sent  four  sons  of  the  soil 
with  a  view  that  they  may  get  higher  education  on  industrial  sub¬ 
jects.  They  have  all  come  back.  One  is  now  in  the  Registration 
Department.  Another  is  also  in  that  department  though  in  some 
other  capacity.  One  has  gone  to  the  Electrical  Department  and  the 
fourth  is  now  the  hedof  the  Industrial  Department.  In  answer  to 
an  interpellation  that  I  sent  I  got  the  reply  that  the  present  Indus-, 
trial  Director  has  got  not  any  qualification  in  painting,  smithery 
textiles  or  carpentry.  He  has  to  inspect  65  aided  schools  dealing 
with  painting,  carpentry,  coir-matting  and  textiles.  He  has  also 
to  inspect  the  17  un-aided  schools  to  which  Government  have 
granted  recognition.  Government  have  made  provision  for  a  tra¬ 
velling  allowance  of  Rs.  2,500  for  the  Director.  Government  are 
are  also  giving  a  grant  of  Rs.  17,000  to  these  industrial  schools.  I 
asked  the  Industrial  Director  this  morning  whether  he  had  cared  to 
make  any  independent  inspection  in  these  schools  about  which  he 
had  no  special  qualification.  He  answered  that  the  recommend¬ 
ations  being  confidential  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  divulge  them. 
I  asked  him  whether  there  was  any  difference  of  opinion  between 
him  and  the  expert  in  regard  to  the  giving  of  a  grant.  In  fairness 
he  could  have  stated — if  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinion,  ‘‘I  thought  it  fit  that  I  should  overrule  the  decision 
of  the  expert  concerned  so  that  I  may  get  the  grant  given.”  So, 
what  is  the  position  ?  Here  is  an  instituion  to  which  a  grant  is 
awarded  by  Government.  If  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion, 
naturally  the  opinion  of  the  expert  has  to  be  considered,  though 
preference  may  be  given  to  the  opinion  of  the  Director.  But  the 
Government  are  more  concerned  to  see  that  the  grant  that  they 
give  is  being  most  properly  utilised  for  the  betterment  of  the  indus¬ 
tries  and  for  the  betterment  of  those  institutions  for  which  it  is 
given. 

I  was  advocating  the  plea  for  the  revival  of  our  industries  so 
that  the  amount  accumulating  to  Rs.  21,579-20-8  due  to  us  by 
way  of  industrial  loans  may  be  spent  for  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  meant  by  Government.  The  Director  states  in  his  report  that 
he  was  on  tour  for  53  days.  I  ask  why  and  what  for  he  was 
on  tour.  Was  it  to  inspect  those  institutions  which  taught  subjects 
which  he  did  not  know  ?  One  frank  and  most  humble  submission 
I  have  to  make  to  Government  in  this  connection.  If  public  money 
is  to  be  wasted  for  such  inspections,  I  had  better  say  that  that  ex¬ 
pense  may  be  curtailed  and  the  two  lakhs  of  Rupees  that  are  set 
apart  for  the  Industrial  Department  may  be  better  lutilised.  There 
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was  a  plea  for  the  revival  of  Ayurveda.  Similar  I  am  most 
vehemently  pleading  before  you,  Sir,  that  our  ind,  .ries  may  be 
brought  in  a  better  line. 

Mr.V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai ;  _  May  I  know  from  the 
honourable  member  what  is  the  qualification  he  prescribes  for  the 
Director  of  Industries  ? 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R-  Kesavan  Nair  :  I  am  prescribing 
some  qualification  that  would  pertain  to  the  subjects  that  are  being 
taught  m  the  various  industrial  schools  in  the  State.  That  is  the 
requisite  qualification  in  my  opinion  that  the  Industrial  Director 
should  have.  The  Industrial  Director  while  he  was  an  Oil  Chemist 
had  done  some  research  work,  when  the  present  Registration 
Director,  as  I  submitted,  was  Director  of  Industries. 

Mr.V.  5.  Arumukham  Pillai:  May  i  know  from  the 
honourable  member  the  qualification  of  the  previous  Director  of 
Industries  ? 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair .  I  am  advert¬ 
ing  to  the  administration  Report  of  the  Department  for  the  year 
1107.  This  is  what  the  Government  says  regarding  the  researches 
made  by  the  present  Industrial  Director. 

President  :  The  time  alloted  for  the  voting  of  Demands  for 
grants  has  expired.  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand 
XVIII— Industries  including  Clay  Refining  md  Porcelain  Factory 
for  Rs.  3,78,726. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand  XIX — 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  Rs.  2,37,181. 

The  motion,  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand  XX — 
Stamps  for  Rs.  63,300. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand  XXI— 
Registration  for  Rs.  8,22,673. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President  :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand  XXII — 
Jails  for  Rs.  99,975. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President  :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand  XXIII 
Ports  for  Rs.  30,295. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 


OTHEK  DEMANDS. 


President :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand  XXIV 
—General  Administration — Legislative  Bodies  for  Rs.  52*500. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand  XXV-  ■ 
State  Charities  for  Rs. 1 1,386. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President:  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand 
XXVI— Currency  and  Mint — for  Rs.  85,299. 

The  motion  was  carrier  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President  =  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand 
XXVII — Stationery  and  printing — for  Rs.  2,63,466. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand 
XXVII — Scientific  and  Miscellaneous  Departments  for  Rs.  1,1 0,562. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand  XXIX 
Miscellaneous  Charges  for  Rs.  93,832. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

Presiden  t :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand  XXX — 
Anchal  Department  for  Rs.  3,89,316. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand  XXXI— 
State  Land  Mortgage  Bank  for  Rs .85,800. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand 
XXX 1 1 — Capital  Expenditure  not  charged  to  Revenue — Railways 
for  Rs.  75,400. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

Preside  i  :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand 
XXXIII — L  as —Agricultural  Loans  for  Rs.  1,00,000. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  Was  made. 

President :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand 
XXXIV — Loans — Industrial  Loans  for  Rs.  25,000. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand 
XXXV— Loans— Other  and  Advances  for  Rs.  75,000. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand  XXXVI 
Loan  to  the  Port  Conservancy  Board,  Coohin  for  Harbour  Works 
&c.  for  Rs.  11,87,500. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 
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President :  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand 
XXXVII — Debt  Head— Advances  for  Rs.  73,100. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President:  I  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  Demand 
XXX  VI  il— Debt  Head— Coinage  Account  for  Rs.  1,00,000. 

The  mo^m  was  carried  and  the  grant  was  made. 

President  :  The  House  will  now  adjourn  and  meet  again 
at  11  a.  m.  to-morrow.  The  non-official  members  of  the  Council 
are  requested  to  meet  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Kottur  Kunju- 
krishna  Pillai  for  the  election  of  members  for  the  Public  Accounts 
C  mmitcee  and  the  Standing  Finance  Committee. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  5*5  p.  m. 


E.  I.  CHACKO, 

Secretary  to  the  Sri  GMtra  State  Council. 
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Friday ,  the  13th  August,  1937129th  Karkatakam ,  1112. 

The  Council  met  again  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at 
eleven  of  the  clock  with  the  President  presiding. 

MEMBER  SWORN. 


Mr-  K.  George,  b.  a.,  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  'lax 
Commissioner)  took  the  oath  and  signed  the  Rolls. 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 

Facilities  for  Arabic  study  in  Colleges. 

64.  #Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  ( Trivandrum  and 
Nedumangad  cum  Chirayinkil)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state  how  many  Muslim  students  had  to  take  other  subjects  or 
arrange  for  private  study  for  want  of  facilities  for  Arabic  study  in 
any  of  the  colleges  in  the  State  since  1933  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 
(C  hie1  Secretary  to  Government-.  There  are  lh  such  Muslim 
students  in  the  Government  Colleges  and  3  in  the  Private  Colleges. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  May  I  know  whether 
it  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  Government  that  Muslim  students 
find  it  difficult  to  study  Arabic  for  want  of  facilities  in  Colleges  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 
It  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  Government  through  this 
House. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib:  May  I  know  whether 
the  Government  have  considered  the  necessity  of  doing  anything 
in  this  matter  ? 
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Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N  Kunjan  Pillai: 

Wherever  it  is  found  necessary  to  anoint  Arabic  Munshies,  they  are 
being  appointed . 

Mr.  N-  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib:  May  I  know  wi(h  re¬ 
ference  to  Colleges,  whether  anything  has  been  doue? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.N  Kunjan  Pillai : 

Nothing  has  been  done  so  far,  because  no  necessity  has  arisen. 

Mr- N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib:  May  I  know  when 
difficulty  is  felt  should  not  Government  provide  instruction  for 
Arabic  study  in  Colleges  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai ; 

Not  always. 

Work  turned  out  by  the  Agricultural  Department. 

65.  #Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  (Parw}  Kunnatnad  and  Muvattu- 
puzha  cum  Demcolam ) :  ■  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  any  improvement,  with  special  reference  to  pro¬ 
ductivity  of  the  soil  and  method  of  cultivation,  has  been  effected  as 
a  result' of  the  labours  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  ever  since 
its  inception  in  Travancore  ; 

( b )  if  so,  what  is  the  total  amount  of  increase  in  the  yields 
of  paddy  and  of  cocoanuts  in  the  State  for  which  credit  should  be 
given  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture ; 

(c)  in  each  case,  what  percentage  does  the  increased  producti- 
vity  bear  to  the  original  productivity  at  the  time  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  department  ;  and 

(d)  what  are  the  main  objects,  aims,  purposes  and  ideals  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  ? 

Mr.  K.  R.  Narayana  Aiyar  ( Director  of  Agruvhure  and 
Fisheries)  :  (a)  Yes. 

(b)  The  statistics  are  not  available. 

•  (c)  In  view  of  the  answer  to  part  (&),  this  does  not  arise. 

(d)  Popularisation  of  improved  methods  of  agriculture 
among  agriculturists  by  means  of  research,  experiments,  demonstra- 
ion  and  propaganda. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  ( Kalkulam  and  Vilamnkod  cum 
Neyyattinkara)  :With  reference  to  part  (b)  may  1  know  whether 
Government  have  made  any  attempt  to  get  the  statistics  ? 

Mr.  K.  R.  Narayana  Aiyar;  No  systematic  attempts 
have  been  made.  1 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  :  May  I  know  whether  it  is  impossible 
to  make  any  attempt  in  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  K.R-  Narayana  Aiyar  :  Nothing  is  impossible. 
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Enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Regulation- 

66.  #Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  ( Karunagapalli Kartikapalli 
and  Ambal  ipuzha  cum  Shertda)  ;  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  they  are  taking  any  steps  to  enforce  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Travancore  Factories  Regulation  of  1089. 

( b )  whether  any  Factory  Inspectors  are  appointed  under  the 
Factories  Regulation  ; 

(c)  whether  children  below  the  age  of  11  are  working  in  the 
factories  of  Alleppey  and  Quilon  ; 

(a)  whether  permission  is  ever  sought  by  any  factory  owner 
in  the  State  to  work  the  factories  on  Sundays  ;  and 

(fl)  whether  permission  is  ever  sought  to  engage  workmen  in 
the  factories  at  night  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai : 

(«)  Yes. 

(/^Government  have  not  appointed  separate  Inspectors  under 
the  Factories  Regulation.  The  District  Magistrates  are  Inspectors 
of  Factories  under  the  Regulation. 

(c)  No. 

(d)  No. 

(e)  No. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  May  I  know  whether  Government 
are  receiving  annual  reports  on  the  question  of  inspection  of  the 
factories  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N  Kunjan  Filial: 

Reports  if  received  from  the  Inspectors  will  be  noticed  in  the 
Administration  Report  of  the  State. 

Fee  concesions  in  educational  institutions. 

67.  ^Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib'  Wi  11  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  what  are  the  modifications  made  in  regard 
to  fee  concessions  in  the  Education  Department  as  a  result  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Education  Advisor}'  Board  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai : 
The  member  is  referred  to  G.  0.  li.  Dis.  No.  1070  of  37/Edn.,  dated 
the  13th  July  1937,  published  at  pages  U67— 1471  of  Part  I  of  the 
Government  Gazette,  dated  the  SOth  July  1937. 

Grant-in-aid  library  in  Parur  taluk. 

68.  &Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state  : 

(a)  whether  there  is  any  library  in  the  Parur  taluk  receiving 
grant  from  the  Government  ; 


488  THE  TBAVANCOBE  SEI  CHITBA  STATE  COUNCIL  [13TH  AUGUST  1937- 

[Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko] 

(&)  whether  any  library  in  the  Paur  taluk  has  applied  for 
grant  during  this  year  ;  and 

(c)  if  so,  what  action  the  Government  have  taken  on  the 
application  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai  -. 

(a)  Yes. 

(6)  Yes. 

(c)  A  grant  of  Rs.  80  was  sanctioned  for  1112  to  the  Sri 
Chitra  Memorial  Reading  Club  and  Library,  Parur. 

Construction  of  a  road  Jrom  Kumar apur am  to  Thammanam. 

69.  ^Mr-  N-  V.  ChackO:  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state  what  action  they  have  taken  on  the  petitions  sent,  praying 
for  construction  of  a  road  from  Kumarapuram  to  Thammanam 
which  will  connect  the  road  from  Ernakulam  to  Thammanam  with 
the  road  from  Muvattupuzha  to  Kumarapuram  and  thus  enable 
communication  by  land  between  Muvattupuzha  and  Ernakulam  by 
the  shortest  routes  P 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  TrUsCott  ( Chief  Engineer ,  Boads ,  Buildings 
and  Irrigation)  :  A  preliminary  investigation  of  the  work  was 
made,  but  considering  the  heavy  cost,  it  was  not  proceeded  with. 

Statement ,  by  caste ,  of  pnsoners  in  the  Central  Prison. 

70.  ^Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju  (Nominated)  :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  a  statement,  by  caste, 
of  the  prisoners  in  the  Central  Prison  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 
^Statements  showing  the  caste»war  lists  of  prisoners  are  laid  on  the 
table. 

Construction  of  a  bridge  at  Poovar. 

71.  ^Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  they  have  received  representations  from  the 
public  urging  the  necessity  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge  at 
Poovar  in  Neyyattinkara  taluk 

(b)  whether  any  estimate  was  prepared  and  sanctioned  by 
the  Government  for  the  construction  of  the  said  bridge  ; 

(c)  if  so,  when  and  what  was  the  estimated  cost  and 

(d)  why  the  work  was  not  carried  out  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott  (a)  Yes. 

(b)  No. 

(c)  and  (d)  These  do  not  arise  in  view  of  the  answer  to 
(b)  above. 

*  Vide  Appendix  I  page  495. 
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Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  :  With  reference  to  part  (a)  may  I 
know  what  action  has  been  taken  on  those  representations  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Tru scott  :  The  Division  Officer  marie  a  re¬ 
port  and  has  been  instructed  to  send  up  an  estimate  for  the  same. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath:  May  I  know  when  the  report  was 
made  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  TrusCOtt :  A  rough  estimate  was  prepared. 
But  it  was  send  back  to  the  Division  Officer  to  supply  further  infor¬ 
mation. 

Mr.  K.  R-  Elankath :  May  I  know  the  approximate  cost 
that  is  needed  for  constructing  the  bridge  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott  :  About  Ks.  25,000.— 
Construction  of  the  Chalackul  canal. 

72.  #Mr.  K.  M.  Korah  ( Vaimom ,  Kottayam  and  Changana- - 
cherry  cum  Peermade)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state: 

(a)  when  the  construction  of  the  Ohalackal  canal  in  Chan, 
ganachery  taluk  was  begun  ; 

(5)  at  what  stage  the  construction  is  at  present  ;  and 

(c)  what  stands  in  lire  way  of  the  completion  of  the  work  ? 

Mr.  G-  B.  E-  Truscott  ■  (a)  The  work  of  cutting  the 
Ohalackal  canal  was  begun  some  74  years  ago. 

(b)  and  (c)  The  original  scheme  was  given  up  due  to  sheet 
rock  being  met  within  the  bed  and  the  saheme  was  dropped  in  view 
of  the  heavy  expenditure  involved  in  working  out  the  scheme.  The 
cutting  open  of  the  small  canal  of  1500  ft.  from  the  western  end 
was  started  in  1106  and  completed  in  1107. 

Mr.  K.  M.  Korah  :  May  I  know  the  approximate  amount 
needed  with  regard  to  the  working  of  the  original  scheme  ? 

Mr- G.  B.  E.  Truscott :  I  do  not  know  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  scheme  originally,  but  about  Rs  60,000  will  be  required  to 
complete  it. 

Pules  under  the  Travancore  Trade  Unions  Regulation. 

73.  #Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  ( Quilon  cum 
liunnatur)  ;  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(a)  the  date  on  which  the  Travancore  Trade  Unions  Bill 
was  passed  into  law  ; 

(b)  whether  the  rules  for  the  working  of  the  Travancore 
Trade  Unions  Regulation  have  been  framed  and  published  ;  and 

(e)  if  not,  the  reason  for  the  same  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai : 

(a)  The  Bill  was  passed  on  the  18th  March  If  37 

(b)  No. 

(c)  The  rules  are  being  framed. 
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Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillal :  With  reference  to 
part  (c)  may  I  know  the  approximate  time  within  which  the  rules 
will  be  completed  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kun  jan  Pillai : 

The  Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  Campanies  has  been  appointed  as  the 
Registrar  of  the  Trade  Unions  also.  It  was  only  about  the  end  of 
July  he  was  appointed  and  he  has  been  asked  to  frame  rules.  I  do 
not  think  it  will  be  long  before  the  rules  are  framed  and  published 
in  the  Gazette. 

Statement ,  by  caste ,  o1'  Proverthicars,  Pakuthi  Accountants 
and  Pakuthi  peons . 

74  ^Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  statement,  by  caste,  of  (1)  the  Pro¬ 
verthicars,  (•')  Pakuthi  Accountants  and  (3)  Pakuthi  peons  ? 

Mr.  K.  Qeorge  [Land  Revenue  and  Income-tax  Commis¬ 
sioner)  :  A  statement  *  furnishing  the  information  is  laid  on  the 
table. 

Redistribution  of  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  Division 
Inspectors  oj  Schools. 

75.  ^Mr.  M.  K.  Ananthasiva  Aiyar  ( Nominated )  :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state: 

(a)  whether  there  have  been  reports  from  the  Division  Inspec¬ 
tors  of  Schools  regarding  the  necessity  for  a  re-distribution  of  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  divisions  ;  and 

( b )  if  so,  what  action  has  been  taken  upon  such  reports  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai : 

(a)  Yes. 

( b )  The  question  wras  considered  and  it  was  decided  that  the 
working  of  the  reorganised  Inspectorate  might  be  watched  for  some 
time  more  before  attempting  further  changes. 

Mr.  M.  K.  Ananthasiva  Aiyar:  May  I  know  whether 
the  Government  are  aware  that  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  Thiru- 
valla  has  to  pass  through  Muvattupuzha  and  Quilon  in  order  to  ins¬ 
pect  schools  under  his  jurisdiction  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai : 

That  may  be  so. 

Recommendations  of  technical  experts  re-.  certain  industrial 
schools. 

76.  ^Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair  ( Trivandrum, 
and  Nedumangad  cum  Chirayinkil )  :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  : 

*PMe  Appendix  tl .  page  496 . 
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(a)  whether  the  technical  experts  have  made  any  recommen¬ 
dations  to  cancel  or  reduce  the  grants  to  the  following  schools  : — 

(i)  Carpentary  (School,  Parasala  ; 

(ii)  Thirupuvam  Weaving  School ;  and 

(iii)  Mekkai  Mandapam  Weaving  School  ; 

ib)  if.  the  answer  to  the  above  question  is  in  the  affirmative 
will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  the  original  grants 
are  continued  to  be  paid  even  now  in  spite  of  those  recommenda¬ 
tions  ;  and 

(c)  if  the  answer  to  the  above  question  is  in  the  affirmative 
will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  give  the  reasons  for  the  same  ;  ' 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das  ( Director  of' Industries) :  (a)  The  re¬ 

commendations  made  by  the  officers  of  Government  are  confidential 
and  cannot  be  disclosed. 

(b)  and  (c)  In  view  of  the  answer  to  Part  («),  these  do  not 

arise. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  KesavanNair  :  May  1  know 
whether  there  was  any  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Technical 
Expert  and  the  Director  in  the  inspection  of  schools  ? 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das  :  Yes. 

Mr,  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Najr:  May  I  know 
whether  the  Director  cared  to  make  a  combined  inspection  with  the 
Technical  Expert  and  whether  there  was  any  difference  of  opinion  ? 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das  :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai:  May  I  know  the  rea¬ 
son  for  not  doing  so  ? 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das  :  There  was  no  need  to  do  that. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  May  1  know  why  the 
Director  thinks  that  there  was  no  need  to  counter  the  opinion  of 
the  Expert  who  knows  something  about  the  business? 

Mr.  C-  Kumara  Das:  It  was  merely  an  administrative 
business  in  which  a  report  was  made  and  an  enquiry  was  conducted. 
After  that,  the  necessary  action  was  taken. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  May  I  know  whether 
administrative  action  is  taken  on  the  efficiency  of  the.  schools? 

Mr-  C.  Kumara  Das  .  The  complaint  referred  to  was 
mostly  about  the  keeping  of  records,  and  the  attendance. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  Was  there  any  diff¬ 
erence  of  opinion  between  the  Director  and  the  Expert  with  regard 
to  the  efficiencyof  the  school  for  which  the  grant  has  bean  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Director  ? 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das  :  No,  Sir,  not  with  respect  to  techni- 
a l  efficiency. 
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Amount  spun?-  for  the  Palai  Bridge. 

77.  Mr.R.  V-  Thomas:  ( Thodupuzha  cum  MinacUl ): 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  amount  of  expenditure 
incurred  in  connection  with  the  erection  of  the  Palai  bridge  that 
was  washed  .away  by  the  floods  of  1104  ? 

Mr-  Q.  B,  E.  Truscott  :  Rs.  61,715-9-0  including  materials 
valued  at  Rs.  4,123  available  for  future  use. 

Mr.  R  .V.  Thomas :  May  I  know  whether  any  estimate 
has  been  prepared  ? 

Mr.  G.  B-  E.  Truscott  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  R  .V.  Thomas  :  What  is  the  approximate  amount  for 
that  purpose '? 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott :  Rs.  2J  lakhs. 

Appointment  oj  A  rabic  Muni  shies  and  Jnsf:uotors 

78.  ^Mr.  T.  Mahomed  'Ismail  (Nominated)  ■.  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  state ; 

(a)  the  number  of  Arabic  Munshies  and  Arabic  Instructors 
for  whom  provision  has  been  made  in  the  budget  for  1112  ; 

( b )  which  are  the  schools  where  these  Arabic  Munshies  and 
Arabic  Instructors  are  to  be  appointed  ; 

(. a )  did  the  Government  appoint  Munshies  and  Instructors  in 
all  these  schools  ;  and 

(d)  if  not,  why  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 

(a)  Arabic  Munshi  1. 

Arabic  Instructors  6. 

( b )  Arabic  Munslii  Adoor  V.  M.  G.  School. 

Arabic  Instructors  1.  Kollayil  P.  IS. 

5!.  Melashencottah  P.  S. 

£•  Vazliakulam  South  P.  S. 

4.  Azhoor  P.  S. 

e.  Chadayamaugalam  P.  S. 

6.  Perumathura  P.  S. 

(<0  No. 

(d)  There  was  no  necessity  for  the  appointment  in  three 
schools. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  May  I  know  why  no  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Munshies  was  made  in  the  other  three  schools  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N<  Kunjan  Pillai : 

It  is  stated  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  appointment  in  three 
schools. 

Mr  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  Then  why  was  provision  made 
for  seven  schools  ?  May  I  know  why  no  appointment  was 
made  in  three  schools  while  appointment  was  made  in  respect  of 
four  schools  T 
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Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai 

The  appointments  might  have  been  already  made  in  those  schools. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  It  is  stated  in  answer  to  part 
(  )  that  the  Government  did  not  appoint  Munshies  and  Instructors 
in  all  the  schools.  How  am  I  to  reconcile  the  statement  made  by 
the  Chief  Secretary  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 

The  answer  is  clear. 

Mr-  Kochikai  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  ( Karunagapally , 
Kartikapatty  and  Ambalapuzha  cum  Sherlalla)  :  May  I  know  the 
minimum  number  of  students  for  whom  an  Arabic  Instructor  is 
necessary  to  be  appointed  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai  : 

I  claim  notice, 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  May  1  know,  if  there  was  no 
necessity,  why  was  provision  made  in  the  budget  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 
The  provision  made  before  the  commencement  of  the  school  year. 
It  was  thought  that  there  might  be  a  necessity,  and  subsequently  it 
was  found  that  there  was  none.  Therefore  the  appointment  was 
not  made. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail:  May  I  know  whether  it  is  the 
custom  to  make  provision  before  Government  finds  necessity  for 
the  same  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai : 

The  number  of  students  who  may  join  the  particular  schools  could 
not  be  known  before  the  commencement  of  the  school  year. 

Muslim  lady  applicant  for  appointment  in  the  Education 
Department . 

79.  #Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahjman  Sahib  :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  : 

( a )  whether  there  is  any  Muslim  lady  applicant,  who  has 
passed  the  V.  S.  L.  C.  and  trained,  and  who  has  applied  for  appoint¬ 
ment  in  the  Education  Department  ;  and 

( b )  whether  she  was  taken  as  a  stipendiary  student  on  the 
assurance  that  she  would  be  entertained  on  Rs.  15-18  soon  after 
training  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr  N.  Kunjan  Pillai : 

(a)  Yes. 

L  Cl  (£)  No. 

fCiMr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib:  May  I  know  why 
the  Muslim  lady  applicant  was  not  appointed  ? 

Vol  X  to.  8. 
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Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kumjan  Pillal. 

She  has  finished  her  training  but  has  not  passed  the  examination. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  May  I  know  when  she 
finished  the  training  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillal; 

In  1936,  I  believe. 

Applications  for  arrest  of  judgment-debtors  in  the  Munsifj  s 
Court ,  Trivandrum 

SO.  ^  Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  ;  Will  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  what  is  the  total  number  of  original  and  small  cause 
suits  in  which  judgment-debtors  had  to  be  sent  to  jail  in  the 
Trivandrum  Principal  and  Additional  District  Munsiffs’  Courts  in 
the  year  1112  , 

(b)  the  total  number  of  cases  where  prayer  for  warrant  was 
made  in  1112  in  the  above  courts  ; 

(c)  the  number  of  cases  where  warrants  of  arrest  were  issued 
during  the  year  1112  ; 

'(d)  in  how  many  cases  jail  batta  or  subsistence  allowance  for 
judgment-debtors  was  actually  paid  into  court  by  decree-holders  ; 

(e)  in  how  many  cases  partial  payments  were  made  by 
judgment-debtors  without  sending  them  to  jail ;  ai;d 

(/)  why  was  the  rule  for  deposit  of  one  month’s  subsistence 
allowance  along  with  the  execution  application  in  all  cases  where 
warrant  is  prayed  for,  necessitated  ? 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai :  ( Additional 

Bead  Sirkar  Vakil )  :  (a)  16. 

( b )  3,505 

(c)  2,653 

(d)  52 

(e)  912 

(/)  There  is  no  rule  to  that  effect.  _  There  is  Eule  254  C.  C. 
Guide  providing  that,  before  committing  a  judgment-debter  to  jail 
in  execution  of  a  decree,  certain  payments  should  be  made  including 
subsistence  money  for  such  portion  of  the  month  as  remains  un¬ 
expired  after  the  date  of  commitment. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  With  reference  to 
part  (a)  may  I  know  what  is  the  duration  for  which  they  are  sent 
to  jail  ? 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai  i  I  claim  notice. 
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Tide  Answer  to  Question  No.  70 

A 

Statement  showing  the  caste-war  list  of  prisoners  in  the 
Central  Prison  as  it  stood  on  13-12-1113. 


A. 

Hindu. 

431 

1.  Brahmin 

4 

2.  Nayar 

137 

3.  Kammala 

34 

4.  Nadar 

40 

5.  Ezhava 

118 

6.  Cheramar 

20 

7.  Other  Hindu 

78 

B. 

Muslim  : — 

95 

C. 

Christian. 

203 

1.  Jacobite 

43 

2,  Marthomite 

5 

3.  Syriac  Catholic 

111 

4.  Latin  Catholic 

8 

5.  Other  Christiana 

36 

Total  729 


B 

Statement  showing  the  caste- war  list  of  civil  prisoners 
in  the  Central  Prison  as  it  stood  on  13-12-1112. 


A  Hindu  4 

1.  Kammala  1 

2.  Nadar  1 

3.  Ezhava  2 

B.  Muslim:  —  1 

C.  Christian  : —  2 

Latin  Catholic  2 
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Total- 
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UNSTARRED  QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 

Veli  Railway  Station. 

1.  Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  ;  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  when  the  Yeli  railway  station  was  sanctioned  ;  and 

(b)  whether  the  final  estimate  for  it  was  sanctioned  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar :  { Financial 
Secretary  to  Government ) :  (a)  The  matter  is  under  correspondence 

with  the  Railway  Administration. 

('&)  In  view  of  the  answer  to  part  (a),  this  question  does  not 

arise. 

Period  during  which  candidates  were  selected  for  admission 
to  the  Madras  Medical  College- 

2.  Mr.  M.S.  Anirudhan  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state  how  long  it  is  since  they  have  begun  to  select  candidates  for 
the  Madras  Medical  College  ? 

Mr.  James  Simpson:  ( Darba »■  Physician )■  Since  the 
year  1 932. 

Rules  for  the  selection  of  candidates  for  admission  to  the 
Madras  Medical  College. 

3.  Mr,  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 

to  place  on  the  tabic  the  rules  fixed  for  selecting  candidates  for  the 
Madras  Medical  College  ?  ' 

Mr.  James  Simpson  :  A  copy  of  the  rules  prescribed  by 
the  Medical  College,  Madras,  on  the  subject  is  placed  on  the  Secre¬ 
tary’s  table. 

T.  A.  drawn  by  certain  officers  in  1112. 

4-  Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
t >  state  the  amount  of  travelling  allowance  drawn  by  the  following 
officers  in  1112  : —  - 

(a)  the  Financial  Secretary  ; 

{b)  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  ; 

(c)  the  Excise  Commissioner  ;  and 

( d )  the  Police  Commissioner  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar  :  Government  con¬ 
sider  that  the  labour  involved  incollecting  the  information  required 
is  disproportionate  to  the  benefit  likely  to  be  derived  therefrom. 
Officer  degraded  in  the  Public  Works  Department. 

5.  Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state. : 

(a)  whether  there  is  any  officer  in  the  Engineering  Depart¬ 
ment  degraded  due  to  corruption  ; 

(b)  whether  there  has  been  any  definite  order  that  he  should 
be  never  put  in  charge  of  a  Sub. Division  jand 

(c)  his  present  office  ? 
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Mr-  K.  N,  Govindan  (dg.  Secretary  to  Government )  ;  (Ci) 

Yes. 

( b )  No. 

(c)  It  is  not  in  the  public  interests  to  answer  this  question. 

Volunteers  in  the  Anchal  Department- 

6.  Mr.  K.  K.  Kuruvila  MaveliJcara  and  Tiruvalla  cum 
Pathanamtitta)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  give  a  caste- 
war  statement  o£  volunteers  taken  by  Mr.  E.  I.  Mathew  and  Mr.  K. 
N.  Govindan  while'they  were  Anchal  Superintendents  ? 

Mr.  M-  Govinda  Pillai  :  (Anchal  Superintendent )  The 

statement s  is  laid  on  the  table. 

Public  Health  Bulletins. 

7.  .Mr- K.  K.  Kuruvila:  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to 
state  whether  public  health  bulletins  are  now  published,  and  if  not, 
why  ? 

Mr.  K.  N.  Govindan  '•  No.  The  health  education  officer  has 
not  sufficient  time  to  attend  to  this  work  since  he  is  engaged  in  corn 
ducting  public  health  lectures  and  exhibitions  according  to  the  re¬ 
quisitions  of  the  co-operative  societies,  Devaswom  Department, 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  etc.,  but  with  the  proposed  appointment  of  inn  assistant 
to  the  health  education  officer  from  the  beginning  "of  1113,  it  will 
he  possible  to  regularise  the  issue  of  public  health  bulletins. 

Improvement  of  roacl  from  Pantalam  to  Omallur. 

Mr.  K.  K.  Kuruvila :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to 
state  whether  the  Chief  Engineer  received  petitions  regarding  the 
improvement  of  the  road  leading  from  Pantalam  campshed  to 
Omallur,  and,  if  so,  what  action  he  took  on  them  ? 

Mr.  G.  B-  B.  Truscott  {Chief  Engineer  loads,  Build¬ 
ings  and  Irrigation):  No,  but  theroad  is  reported  to  be  in  fair  order. 

Institutions  visited  by  Air-  M.  P.  G.  Nayar. 

9.  M.  K.  K.  Kuruvila-  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to 
state  how  many  aided  institutions  Mr.  M.  P.  G.  Nayar  i  visited  in 
connection  with  his  tour  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  introducing  voca¬ 
tional  subjects  in  schools  ? 

Mr.  C.  Kurnara  Das  :  None. 

Qualification  for  admission  to  the  Madras  Medical  College- 

10.  Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state  whether  the  standard  fixed  by  the  Government  is  absolute¬ 
ly  necessary  to  secure  admission  into  the  Madras  Medical  College  ? 

Mr.  James  Simpson  :  Government  have  not  fixed  the 
'  standard.  It  is  fixed  by  the  Madras  University. 
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Beggar  problem. 

11.  Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state  whether  they  are  aware  of  the  beggar  problem  in  the 
State  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai: 

Yes 

Proclamation  re  appointment  oj  relatives  oj  officers. 

12.  Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  ••  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  : 

{b)  whether  they  are  aware  of  the  Proclamation  relating  to 
the  appointment  of  officers’  relations,  issued  on  the  10th  of  Kanni 
1050  and  republished  under  Government  Notification  No.G,  3684, 
dated  the  31st  May  1908  ;  and 

( b )  whether  the  above-said  Proclamation  of  .1050  is  still  in 

force  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai : 

(a)  and  ( b )  Thf  answers  are  in  the  affirmative. 

Instances  of  violation  oJ  the  Proclamation ,  dated  the  10th 
Kanni  1050. 

13.  Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  ; 

(a)  a  copy  of  the  Proclamation  issued  on  the  10th  Kanui 

1050  ; 

(b)  a  statement,  by  caste,  showing  the  instances  of  appoint¬ 
ments  made  in  violation  of, the  above-said  Proclamation  of  10th  Kanni 
1050  ;  and 

(c)  a  statement  showing  the  names  of  officers  in  the  Secreta¬ 
riat  and  Account  Office  whose  relations  have  been  appointed  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  Proclamation  of  10th  Kanni  1050  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai : 

(a)  A  copy*  of  the  Proclamation  is  placed  on  the  table. 

(5)  and  (c)  It  is  not  possible  to  furnish  the  information  as 
the  member  has  not-  specified  the  period  for  which  the  information 

is  required.  _ 

*F ide  Appendix  IV— page  501. 
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Appendix  III. 

Vide  Answer  to  Unstarred  Question  No-  6 

Statement,  by  caste,  of  volunteers  in  the  Anchal  Department. 


Caste. 

Volunteers  taken  by 
Mr.  E.  I.  Mathew. 

Volunteers  taken  by 

Mr .  K ,  N .  Govindan 

C  erk 

Volunteers 

Anchal  Men 
aud  Runner 
volunteers- 

Clerk 

volunteers. 

Anchal  Men 
and  Runner 
volunteers 

A .  Hindu 

18 

4 

96 

111 

1 .  Brahmin 

4 

3 

1 

2.  Nayar 

5 

2 

25 

43 

3 .  Kammala 

4 

2 

4 .  N  adar 

1 

2 

5 .  Ezhava 

6 

... 

51 

34 

6.  Cheramar  (Pulaya) 

9 

7.  Other  Hindu 

2 

2 

11 

22 

B  Muslim 

1 

4 

12 

0.  Christians 

24 

4 

26 

17 

1.  -Taoobite  • 

6  . 

1 

10 

'5 

2.  Marthomite 

5 

1 

8 

[3 

-3.  Syrian  Catholic  i 

5 

1 

2 

2 

4 .  Latin  Catholic 

I 

2 

1 

5.  South  Indian  United 

Chnroh 

7 

1 

4 

6 

6.  Other  Christians  * 
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Appendix  IV. 

V/rfe  Antwer  to  Unatarred  Question  No.  13. 

PROCLAMATION. 

By  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja  of  Travancore,  issued  under 
date  the  -'4th  September  1874,  corresponding  to 
the  10  th  Kanni  1050. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reported  to  Us  that  much  injury  tn  the 
public  service  results  from  the  practice  of  appointing  relations  of 
Peishkars,  Tahsildars  and  of  other  superior  officers  to  situations  in 
their  own  Cutcherries,  Divisions,  or  Districts,  this  practice  is  for 
the  future  strictly  prohibited. 

2.  A  return  of  all  such  relatives  now  in  service  should 
prepared  in  the  form  that  shall  be  prescribed  and  submitted 
the  Dewan  for  Our  information,  within  two  months  from  this  date. 

3.  The  Dewan  will,  on  receipt  thereof,  order  such  transfers 
or  other  arrangements  in  regard  to  them  as  may  be  deemed  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  good  of  the  public  service. 

4.  If  for  special  reasons  the  employment  of  a  relative  is  de¬ 
sired,  such  cases  will  be  reported  and  special  sanction  obtained 
from  the  Dewan. 

5.  The  term ‘‘Relative”  should  be  understood  to  include  not 
only  brothers,  sons,  nephews,  sons-in-law,  but  every  kind  of  rela¬ 
tion  on  the  paternal,  maternal,  wife’s  and  sister’s  sides. 

6.  This  rule  shall  apply  to  every  grade  of  servant,  every 
department  and  office  in  the  State,  and  officers  transgressing  it  will 
be  visited  with  Our  severe  displeasure. 

MEMBERS  ELECTED  TO  THE  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS 
COMMITTEE  AND  THE  STANDING  FINANCE 
COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1113. 

President  :  I  have  to  announce  to  the  House  the  result  of 
the  elections  which  were  held  last  evening.  Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph 
Kunju  has  secured  the  highest  number  of  votes  to  the  Public  Ac¬ 
counts  Committee  and  he  is  therefore  declared  elected  as  a  member 
of  that  Committee. 

In  regard  to  the  Standing  Financing  Committee  Mr.  Koohikal 
P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  has  secured  the  highest  number  of  votes 
and  he  is  declar.  d  elected  to  that  Committee, 

Vol.X  No.  8. 
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LEGISLATI  VE  BUSINESS 


The  Tbavancobe  Hindu  Widows’-  Re-marbiage  Bill. 


Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillal :  Sir,  I  move  that  the 
Travancore  Hindu  Widows'  Re-marriage  Bill  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath:  I  second  it- 

President:  Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Travancore  Hindu 
Widows’  Re-marriage  Bill  be  taken  into  consideration- 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  Sir,  I  oppose  the  question  in  issue. 
I  am  not  opposed  to  the  re-marriage  of  widows.  As  the  Bill  now 
presented  contains  certain  provisions  which  would  be  applicable 
to  all  the  Hindu  widows  I  have  to  point  out  one  point.  I  have 
no  complaint  if  those  sections  are  applied  to  Hindu  widows  for 
whom  the  law  applies.  Section  5  of  the  Bill  reads  thus  : 

“All  rights  and  Interests  which  any  widow  may  have  In  her  deceased 
husband’s  property  by  way  of  maintenance,  or  by  Inheritance  to  her 
husband  or  to  his  lineal  successors,  or  by  virtue  of  any  will  or  tes¬ 
tamentary  disposition  conferring  upon  her,  without  express  per¬ 
mission  to  remarry,  only  a  limited  interest  In  such  property,  with 
no  power  of  alienating  the  same,  shall  upon  her  remarriage  cease 
and  determine  as  if  she  had  then  died  ;  and  the  next  heirs  of  her 
deceased  husband,  or  other  persons  entitled  to  the  property  on 
her  death,  shall  thereupon  succeed  to  the  same.” 

By  this  Section,  if  a  property  is  bequeathed  to  an  Ezhava 
woman  it  would  not  take  effect.  Therefore  I  submit,  the  Bill  as  it 
now  stands  cannot  be  supported.  The  Preatnple  reads  as  follows:  — 

‘‘ . This  Regulation  may  be  called  the  Travancore  Hindu 

Widows’  Remarriage  Regulation. 

The  Title  reads  as  follows  : 

“It  shall  extend  to  the  whoie  of  Travancore”  that  means  it 
extends  to  the  whole  Hindu  community.  Not  only  widows  to 
whom  Hindu  law  is  applicable  but  also  the  whole  Hindu  community 
is  affected  by  it.  Then  the  Title  further  says  thus  : 

“The  removal  of  all  legal  obstacles  to  the  marriage  of  Hindu  Widows 
in  the  State  will  tend  to  the  promotion  of  good  morals  and  to 
the  public  welfare  and  whereas  it  is  just  to  hold  the  offspring  of 
such  marriages  as  legitimate.” 

Therefore,  the  scope  of  the  Bill  must  be  restricted. 

President  :  The  honourable  member  has  not  given  notice  of 
any  amendment. 
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Mr.  M.  Qovindan  ( Nominated ) :  Sir,  I  support  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  the  Bill.  Mr.  Anirudhan  seems  to  have  some  misapprehen¬ 
sion  that  the  bill,  as  it  is  brought  to  the  House,  includes  all  Hin¬ 
dus  even  classes  besides  those  governed  by  the  Hindu  Law  of 
Succession,  In  fact  the  bill  is  apparently  intended  only  to  apply 
to  widows  of  all  classes  in  respect  of  whom  there  are  legal  obsta¬ 
cles  to  re-marriage.  Is  there  any  legal  obstacle  to  the  remarriage 
of  Ezhava  and  ISfair  widows?  There  is  none  now.  I  would  like 
to  make  one  suggestion,  that  this  House  can  make  such  amend¬ 
ments  as  are  necessary  to  make  the  scope  of  the  Bill  more  clear  if 
needed.  It  is  true  that  section  defining  the  scope  of  the  bill  re¬ 
quires  a  change.  It  reads  thus  : 

“ThJfi  Regulation  shall  apply  to  all  marriages  of  Hindu  widows  con¬ 
tracted  before  the  commencement  of,  and  subsisting  on  the  date 
of,  this  Regulation,  or  contracted  on  or  after  the  commencement 
of  this  Regulation  whether  such  marriages  be  allowed  by  custom 
or  not-,” 

The  expression  Hindu  widows  is  not  qualified  by  the  further  ex¬ 
pression  “governed  by  the  Hindu  Law  of  Succession”, 

President :  Experienced  lawyer  like  the  honourable  member 
has  not  sent  in  notice  of  any  amendment, 

Mr.  M.  Qovindan  ;  No,  Sir,  Not  that  I  consider  such 
amendments  very  necessary. 

Iam  saying  that  all  ambiguity  and  apprehension  could  have 
been  avoided  if  such  a  provision  had  been  made  restricting  the 
scope  of  the  Bill.  But  that  difficulty,  to  a  certain  extent,  is  re¬ 
moved  by  the  title.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  said  to  be  — 

“the  removal  of  all  legal  obatables  to  the  marriage  of  Hindu  widows 
in  the  State  will  tend  to  the  promotion  of  good  morals  and  to 
the  Public  welfare  and  whereas  it  is  juBt  to  -’hold  the  offspring  of 
such  m arriages  as  legitimate,” 

If  the  acuteness  of  the  lawyer,  as  is  some  times,  seen  was  not 
applied  to  the  construction  of  the  term  ‘legal  obstacles’  so  as  to 
create  difficulties,  then  the  scope  is  clear  enough  for  practical 
purposes  and  it  may  require  no  amendment  and  that  is  why  I  did 
not  send  up  any  amendment,  I  support  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai :  Sir,  at  this 
stage  we  are  concerned  only  with  the  principle  of  the  Bill  as  passed 
by  the  Sri  Mulam  Assembly.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  prin¬ 
ciple  is  that  all  legal  obstacles  to  the  marriage  of  Hindu  widows  in 
this  State  should  be  removed.  By  “  Hindu  widows  ’’  we  do  not 
mean  by  a  literal  connotation,  widows  who  are  Hindu  in  religion  but 
tve  mean  widows  who  are  subject  to  what  is  well  known  as  Hindu 
Law,  for  in  the  case  of  these  widows  alone  there  is  a  legal  obstacle 
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to  their  marriage.  The  preamble  itself  indicates  it  by  the  expression 
“  the  removal  of  all  legal  obstacles  to  the  marriage  of  Hindu  widows’’. 
To  me  it  appears  that  there  can  be  a  little  doubt,  that  the  principle 
of  this  Bill  is  to  legalise  the  marriage  of  such  widows  and  this  prin¬ 
ciple  will,  I  dare  say,  be  acceptable  to  all.  If  Mr.  Govidan  or 
Mr.  Anirudhan  wants  any  ambiguity  or  apprehensions  in  this 
respect  to  be  removed  it  can  be  done  by  bringing  in  proper  amend¬ 
ments.  Now  we  are  concerned  with  only  the  principle  of  the  Bill, 
a  principle  that  has  been  accepted  by  another  Chamber. 

President :  The  motion  before  the  House  is  that  the  Tra- 
vancoreJHindu  Widows’  remarriage  Bill  be  taken  into  consideration, 

The  motion  was  put  to  vote  and  carried. 

The  principle  of  the  Bill  was  accepted  by  the  House. 

SECOND' READING  OF  THE  TKAVANCORE  HINDU 
WIDOWS  REMARRIAGE  BILL. 

Clause  1. 

The  question  that  Clause  1  do  form  part  of  the  Bill  was  pur. 
to  vote  anderrried. 

The  Clause  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  2 

The  question  that  Clause  2  do  form  part  of  the  Bill  was  put  to 
vote  and  carried. 

The  Clause  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  3, 

The  question  that  Clause  3  do  form  part  of  the  Bill  was  put  to 
vote  and  carried. 

The  Clause  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  4, 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  ( Parur ,  Kunnatnad  and 

Muvattupuzha  cum  Devicolam)  ■  There  are  two  amendments  to 
clause  4.  The  first  amendment  is  “  in  line  6  ;  after  words  “  six¬ 
teenth  year  ”  add  the  following  “  or  whose  marriage  has  been  con¬ 
summated”  and  after  the  words  “shall  be”  add  “  presumed  until  the 
contrary  is  proved  and  ”.  The  object  of  the  Bill,  as  could  be  seen 
from  the  preamble  is,  "  the  removal  of  all  legal  obstacles  to  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Hindu  widows  in  the  State  and  for  the  promotion  of  good 
morals  and  for  the  public  welfare”,  That  being  the  case,  all  facilities 
for  the  marriage  of  widows  have  to  be  allowed  unless  it  is  proved 
that  such  marriage  is  unjustifiable.  Now  the  climatic  conditions  in 
Travancore  are  such  that,  girls  attain  puberty  at  the  age  12  and  in 
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certain  cases  before  the  age  of  12.  The  child-bearing  age  is  usually 
stated  to  be  14.  Now  there  are  certain  people  who  on  orthodox 
principle  or  some  other  causes  may  not  be  willing  to  have  their 
widowed  daughters  remarried.  Thu  Section  says  “  A  widow  who 
has  not  completed  her  sixteenth  year  shall  not  remarry  without 
the  consent  of  her  father,  if  she  has  no  father,  of  her  mother,  or  if 
she  has  no  mother,  of  her  elder  brother,  or  failing  also  elder 
brothers,  of  her  next  male  relative  ”,  To  establish  the  validity  of  a 
marriage  before  attaining  the  age  of  1(1,  the  consent  of  the  above 
said  persons  is  said  to  be  absolutely  necessary.  There  may  be  cases 
in  which  the  parents  object  to  the  remarriage  of  the  'widow  or  she 
may  choose  her  own  man  and  the  parents  another  man.  Then  there 
will  b3  a  conflict.  Suppose  there  is  a  case  in  which,  without  the 
consent  of  her  guardians,  she  gets  married  before  the  age  of  16  what 
will  be  the  position?  Is  the  marriage  valid  ?  Are  the  children  legiti¬ 
mate  ?  In  this  connection  we  have  to  see  the  position  adopted  in 
British  India.  The  mover  of  the  Bill  herself  has  admitted,  and  it 
is  admitted  by  the  members  here  that  this  is  a  copy  of  the  Bill  intro¬ 
duced  in  British  India-  What  does  act  XV  of  1586  say  ?  Section 
4  of  this  Bill  is,  as  it  wet-e,  a  reproduction  of  Section  7  of  the 
British  Indian  Act.  Section  7  says  '• — 

“  If  the  widow  re-marrying  is  a  minor  whose  marriage  has  not  been 
consummated,  she  shall  nat  re-marry  without  the  conset  of  her 
father,  or  il  she  has  no  father,  of  her  paternal  grandfather,  or  if  she 
hag  no  such  grandfather,  of  her  mother,  or,  failing  all  these,  of  her 
elder  brother,  or  failing  also  brothers,  of  her  next  male  relative. 

All  persons  knowingly  abetting  a  marriage  made  contrary  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  section  shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  any  term 
not  exceeding  one  year  or  to  fine  or  to  both. 

And  all  marriages  made  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  section  may  be 
declared  void  by  a  court  of  law  ;  Provided,  that  in  any  question 
regarding  the  validity  of  a  marriage  made  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  such  consent  as  la  aforesaid  shall  be  presumed  until 
the  contrary  is  proved,  and  that  no  such  marriage  shall  be  declared 
void  after  it  has  leen  consummated. 

In  the  case  of  a  widow  who  is  of  full  age,  or  whose  marriage  has  been 
consummated,  her  own  consent  shall  be  sufficient  to  constitute  her 
re-marriage  lawful  and  valid." 

There  it  has  been  specifically  laid  down  that  if  it  is  the  desire 
of  the  girl  to  get  re-married,  and  the  marriage  has  been  conducted 
and  consummated  such  marriage  has  to  be  respected  as  legal  marri¬ 
age  and  the  children  of  such  marriages  as  legitimate  inspite  of  want, 
of  consent.  When  the  legislature  in  British  India,  which  we 
follow  in  almost  all  cases,  lays  down  like  that,  why  should  we  go 
against  it  ?  I  cannot  understand  the  justification  for  omitting  ft. 
This  provision  was  there  in  the  Bill  as  originally  drafted.  It  was 
only  during  the  Select  Committee  stage  that  it  was  omitted.  With 
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due  respect  to  the  honourable  members  who  took  part  in  the  Select 
Committee  meetings,  I  ask  that  if  you  are  really  convinced  that  this 
is  a  necessary  amendment,  you  will  kindly  support  it  since  it  only 
goes  to  extend  the  facilities  for  such  marriages.  In  this  connection 
I  wish  to  refer  to  the  Malabar  Act  IV  of  1 846.  I  shall  read  certain 
relevant  portions  of  the  Section. 

Section  3, 

“  A  Sambandham  between  Hindus  both  or  either  of  whom  follow  the 
IMarumakkathay.am  or  the  Aliyasantana  Law  of  Inheritance  may  be 
registered  under  this  Act  as  hereinafter  provldod  subject  to  the 
following  conditions : — 

(a)  neither  party  must  be  subject  to  a  personal  law  of  marriage  accord¬ 
ing  to  which  he  or  she,  as  the  ease  may  be,  cannot  validly  contract 
a  marriage  with  the  other  party ; 

(J)  the  relation  of  the  parties  must  not  be  such  in  respect  of  consangui¬ 
nity  or  affinity  that  a  Sambandham  between  them  Is  prohibited  by 
any  custom  or  usage  applicable  to  the  community  to  which  they 
belong  or  either  of  them  belongs  ; 

(c)  neither  party  must  at  the  dat3  of  the  notice  under  section  6  have 

a  husband  or  -wife  living  whose  Sambandham  with  her  or  him 
has  been  registered  under  this  Act  and  which  marriage  is  not 
null  and  void  under  section  15  or  with  whom  she  or  he  is  otherwise 
legally  married ; 

(d)  the  parties  must  not  belong  to  different  communities  between  the 

members  of  which,  according  tc  the  custom  or  usage  applicable  to 
either  community,  cohabitation  is  prohibited  ; 

(e)  the  Sambandham  must  have  been  formed  in  accordance  with  the 

customary  ceremonies,  if  auy,  prevailing  in  the  community  to  which 
they  belong  or  either  of  them  belongs  ; 

(/)  a  party  to  a  Sambandham  who  Is  a  minor  must  have  obtained  the 
consent  of  Ms  or  her  legal  guardian  to  the  registration  of  the  Sam¬ 
bandham  as  a  marriage. 

This  subsection  (/)  is  the  most  important  portion  we  have  to 
consider  in  this  connection.  Then  we  have  to  see  how  is  this  con¬ 
sent  construed  later  on  in  the  Act  itself.  In  the  condition  of  con¬ 
sent  a  condition  absolutely  necessary  for  the  validity  of  marriage 
or  only  a  formality  or  only  an  irregularity  which  will  not  vitiate  a 
marriage  if  otherwise  valid.  The  consent  referred  to  above  in  sub¬ 
clause  (/)  is  only  a  formality  will  be  clear  from  a  reading  of  section 
15  which  runs  as  follows  : — 

“(1)  A  marriage  shall  be  null  and  void  only— 

(а)  if  either  party  is  subject  to  a  persona]  law  of  marriage  according  to 
which  he  or  she,  as,  the  oase  may  be,  cannot  validly  contract  a 
marriage  with  the  other ; 

(б)  .if  a  relationship  can  be  traced  between  the  parties  through  some 

common  ancestor  who  stands  to  each  of  them  in  a  nearer  relationship 
than  that  of  great  great-grandfather  or  great-great-grandmother, 
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and  by  reason  of  such  relationship  a  Samhandham  between  them  is 
prohibited  by  any  custom  or  usage  applicable  to  the  community  to 
which  they  belong  or  either  of  them  belongs  ; 

(e)  if  either  party  has  a  husband  or  wife  living  whose  Sambandham 
with  such  party  has  been  registered  as  a  marriage  under  this  Act 
and  such  marriage  is  not  null  and  void  under  clauses  (a)  and  (b)  of 
sub-section  (1)  or  with  whom  she  or  he  has  been  otherwise  legally 
married. 

(3)  A  marriage  shall  not  Je  invalid  on  thi  ground  that  the  Samban¬ 
dham  or  registration  contravenes  any  of  the  grounds  mentioned  in 
section  3  other  than  those  specified  In  clauses  (a)i  (b)  and  (o)  of 
subjection  (1)." 

The  provisions  of  the  sub-section  referred  to  above  will  show 
that  want  of  consent  referred  to  in  section  3  will  not  make  the 
marriage  illegal  if  the  marriage  has  been  consummated.  After  all  it 
is  only  a  formality. 

I  submit  that  it  is  a  subject  which  deserves  the  kind  considera¬ 
tion  of  this  house.  I  hope  the  honourable  members  will  consider  the 
evil  effects  that  will  be  produced  if  that  amendment  is  not  allowed. 
We  must  consider  well  the  condition  of  such  widows  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  them.  With  these  words  I  commend  the  amendment 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  House, 

Mr«  M.  Govindan  :  May  I  know  from  the  member  exactly 
how  the  particular  amendment  that  he  is  proposing  would  help  the 
widow  and  her  children  ?  , 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  The  Section  as  it  is  is— 

“A  widow  who  has  not  completed  her  sixteenth  year  shall  not  remarry 
without  the  consent  of  her  father*  if  she  has  no  father,  of  her  mother, 
or  if  Bhe  has  no  mother,  of  he'1  elder  brother,  or  failing  also  elder 
brothers,  of  her  next  male  relative”. 

So,  if  she  marries  without  the  consent  of  these  relatives  the  marri¬ 
age  becomes  legally  null  and  void.  That  is  not  the  object  of  this 
legislation. 

Mr.  M.  Govindan  :  What  is  the  effect  of  the  specific 
amendment  proposed  by  my  friend  ? 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  So  such  marriages  as  are  con¬ 
ducted  and  consummated  even  without  such  consent  should  also  be 
regarded  as  legal.  My  amendment  is  “in  line  6,  after  the  words 
‘sixteenth  year’  add  the  following  ‘or  whose  marriage  has  been 
consummated’ and  after  the  words ‘shall  be’  ‘add  “presumed  until 
the  contrary  is  proved  and”.  Then  the  clause  as  amended  will  read 
like  this :  “in  the  case  of  a  widow  who  has  completed  the  sixteenth 
year  or  whose  marriage  has  been  consummated,  her  own  consent  shall 
be  sufficient  consent  to  constitute  her  remarriage  lawful  and  valid”, 
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Mr.  M.  Qovindan  ;  That  only  restricts  the  scope. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  No,  it  widens.  It  is  said  ill  the 
former  portion  of  the  Section  that  consentiis  absolutely  necessary. 

President  :  The  honourable  member  has  made  himself  per¬ 
fectly  clear. 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  :  1  second  the  amendment. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  oppose  the  amend¬ 
ment.  The  argument  that  has  been  advanced  by  my  friend  in 
favour  of  his  amendment  is  that  in  our  country  the  puberty  period 
begins  very  early  and  it  ranges  from  the  age  of  eleven  to  fourteen 
generally.  He  states  that  if  a  widow  who  is  below  sixteen  wants 
to  get  herself  married  and  if  there  is  unreasonable  opposition  from 
her  relatives  whose  consent  is  required  she  will  be  at  a  disadvant¬ 
age  and  not  able  to  effect  legal  marriage  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  section.  Sir,  the  object  of  every  Regulation  is  to  make 
restrictions  wherever  it  is  necessay.  In  these  days  when  child 
marriage  is  not  advocated  and  even  professed  to  be  undesirable  by 
all  social  reformers  1  am  very  much  surprised  to  find  m3'  honour¬ 
able  friend  favouring,  or  rather  advocating  in  the  case  of  widows, 
the  system  of  child  marriage.  Sir,  I  should  think  that  this  provi¬ 
sion  is  an  improvement  on  the  British  Indian  Act  so  far  as  the  age 
limit  is  lowered  for  the  widow  to  marry  without  the  consent  of  the 
legal  guardian.  In  British  India  the  age  limit  is  fixed  at  1 18  but 
here  it  has  been  lowered  to  1  6.  It  is  all  the  more  the  reason  why 
we  should  object  to  the  marriage  being  effected  without  ! he  con¬ 
sent  of  the  legal  guardians  or  relations  of  the  girl  concerned.  With 
these  words  I  oppose  the  amendment. 

Mr-  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  Sir,  I  also  oppose 
the  amendment.  I  am  in  sympathy  with  the  proposer  of  this 
amendment  in  his  desire  to  give  more  freedom  to  widoxvs  to  re¬ 
marry.  But  I  think  that  those  restrictions  have  been  made  after  a 
full  consideration,  because  this  point  was  raised  in  another  place 
when  the  question  was  taken  up,  and  it  was  thought  necessary  to 
satisfy  less  advanced  opinion  of  the  communities  affected  by  this 
legislation  framed  to  keep  some  sort  of  restrictions  with  regard  to 
marriage.  Practically  I  do  not  think  that  there  will  be  much  of 
difficulty  in  putting  this  restriction  on  widow’s  below  the  age  of  lfi 
for  getting  themselves  married  only  after  getting  the  consent  of 
their  parents  or  other  persons  proposed  in  the  bill.  Theoretically 
it  may  be  admitted  that  once  when  the  widow  remarriage  is  to  be 
facilitated  and  when  once  you  want  to  give  them  opportunities  for 
getting  themselves  married  why  not  go  the  w'hole  way  and  give 
them  the  full  freedom  in  the  matter.  Sir,  what  the  honourable 
member  proposes  as  an  alternative  to  the  attainment  of  the  age  of  lfi 
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is  consummation.  And  so  far  as  consummation  is  concerned 
among  the  Brahmins  I  may  admit  there  are  definite  ceremonies 
which  may  prove  consummation  easily.  But  this  bill  affects  other 
people  also  among  whom  I  do  not  know  that  there  exists  such 
regular  ceremonies  in  connection  with  consummation - 

Mr.  M.  K.  Anandasiva  Aiyar :  Sir,  may  I  correct  the 
honourable  member  ?  There  is  no  such  ceremonies  in  the  case  of 
remarried  widows. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai:  I  was  not  talking 
about  the  marriage  of.  widows.  I  was  talking  of  consummation. 
Therefore  I  am  against — positively  against — giving  a  premium  to 
consummation.  The  girl  must  either  attain  the  age  of  16  if  she 
should  marry  without  the  consent  of  her  relatives  or  she  must  have 
the  necessary  consent.  Even  if  a  girl  gives  birth  to  a  child  that 
should  not  be  taken  as  a  reason  for  legalising  her  marriage  without 
consent.  That  is  giving  a  premium  on  widows  who  choose  not  to 
exercise  sufficient  self-control  and  I  think  that  should  not  be 
allowed.  With  regard  to  the  other  part  of  the  amendment  which 
accepts  a  fact  and  legalises  it  that  it  has  been  accomplished  and  makes 
it  valid  I  have  very  great  sympathy  with  that  portion.  I  do  not 
think  that  it  is  going  to  work  very  great  hardship  if  we  do  not 
provide  for  it.  Therefore  I  request  the  House  to  pass  this  legisla¬ 
tion  without  the  amendments  which  seem  to  me  to  be  quite  un¬ 
necessary. 

Mr-  N.  V.  ChackO  Sir,  the  tendency  of  modem  times  is 
to  postpone  the  age  of  marriage  of  girls.  The  (prevailing  idea  seems 
to  be  that  marriage  should  not  take  place  before  the  girls  are  16 
years  of  age.  If  that  be  the  spirit  of  the  times  with  regard  to 
the  first  marriage  of  girls,  certainly  they  should  not  be  allowed  to 
re-marry  before  they  are  16.  Any  girl  may  be  able  to  plead  con¬ 
summation  as  an  excuse.  We  should  not  leave  room  for  girls  to 
make  any  such  excuse  falsely.  {Laughter).  For  these  reasons  J 
oppose  the  amendment. 

Mr-  James  Fletcher  ( Kalkulam  and  Vilavanhod  cum 
Neyyattinhara)  :  Sir,  I  oppose  the  amendment  for  the  following 
reasons.  The  law  as  it  stands  says  that  a  widow  who  has  not 
completed  her  16th  year  shall  not  remarry  without  the  consent  of 
one  of  her  guardians.  Now  the  present  amendment  wants  to  make 
it  easy  or  possible  for  the  widow  to  remarry  before  she  is  16  with¬ 
out  the  consent  of  her  near  relatives  or  guardians.  I  would  state 
that  will  be  a  dangerous  amendment.  A  widow  who  is  below  16 
cannot  be  expected  to  choose  a  husband  with  due  discretion  withf 
out  the  consent  of  her  guardians.  The  choice  of  a  girl  below  the 
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age  of  16  without  the  help  or  advice  of  her  relatives  will  be  bad 
choice.  Hence,  the  marriage  of  that  sort  should  not  be  legalised. 

Secondly,  I  may  state  that  in  British  India,  the  marriageable 
age  is  fixed  at  14.  As  matters  stand,  it  is  best  to  have  the  marri¬ 
ageable  age  raised  to  16.  And  therefore,  if  for  any  special  reasons 
a  widow  wants  to  get  herself  remarried  before  16  let  her  get  the 
consent  of  her  parents  or  of  her  other  legal  guardians.  Mr.  6. 
Narayana  Aiyar  said  that  because  of  the  consummation  we  have  to 
legalise  the  marriage.  I  would  suggest  that  it  is  giving  a  premium 
for  erring  in  life.  When  we  legalise  such  marriages  we  are  in¬ 
directly  allowing  consummation  also.  With  these  words,  I  oppose 
the  amendment. 

Mr-  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillai  :  Sir,  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  are  not  taking  any  #des  in  regard  to  this  amendment. 
But  I  think  that  I  may  just  explain  what  the  scopes  or  effect  of 
the  amendment  is.  The  amendment,  it  may  be  said  at  once,  seeks 
to  bring  the  law  into  line  with  the  law  as  it  is  in  British  India. 
On  the  merits  of  the  amendment  I  may  say  that  it  contains  two 
parts.  One  is  intended,  as  it  has  been  put,  to  facilitate  the  marri¬ 
age  of  widows  who  are  below  16  years  of  age,  That  aspect  of  the 
amendment  has  already  received  sufficient  attention  at  the  hands 
of  the  honourable  members  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  they  will 
use  their  discretion  in  voting  upon  it.  Coming  to  another  aspect, 
Mr.  Narayana  Aiyar  said  that  the  marriages  in  question  should  be 
legalised  for  the  sake  of  the  children  who  are  born  as  a  result  of 
the  consummation.  This  has  not  perhaps  received  sufficient  atten¬ 
tion,  but  I  am  glad  that  Mr.  Fletcher  who  proceeded  be  referred  to 
that  aspect  also,  and  I  am  content  to  leave  it  there.  I  trust  that 
the  House  will  consider  both  the  aspects  in  voting  on  this  amend* 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  and  lost. 

Amendment  No.  3. 

Mr-  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  ;  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  that  at 
the  end  of  clause  4  the  following  proviso  may  be  added  : 

‘‘Provided  that  no  marriage  contracted  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
this  Regulation  shall  be  declared  void  after  it  has  been  consum¬ 
mated.” 

The  arguments  which  were  advanced  in  regard  to  the  first 
amendment  also  applies  to  this  as  well-  There  is  no  provision  in 
the  bill  regarding  formalities  compulsory  for  the  marriage  of 
a  widow.  Ho  formality  is  necessary  for  consummation.  Such  a 
provision  finds  a  place  in  the  British  Indian  Act  and  nothing  was 
brought  out  to  show  the  necessity  for  deviation  in  this  matter.  The 
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progressive  sentiment  amongst  all  communities  is  to  give  greater 
freedom  for  women.  As  such  it  is  advisable  to  accept  the  amend¬ 
ment.  I  request  the  honourable  members  of  the  House  to  allow  the 
amendment. 

This  is  intended  as  a  safeguard  in  such  cases, 

1  may  also  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  that  provisions  in 
the  Travancore  Penal  Code  in  regard  to  rape  are  not  now  sought 
to  be  amended.  Under  Section  375  T.  P.  C.  sexual  intercourse  by 
a  man  with  his  wife  a  girl  who  has  completed  the  age  of  12,  is  not 
rape.  That  provision  shows  that  a  girl  above  12  can  give  a  legally 
valid  consent  for  cohabitation.  I  cannot  therefore  understand  the 
provision  in  this  Bill  fixing  the  age  at  16  and  insisting  on  consent 
of  relatives  for  marriage  even  after  12.  Also,  for  the  arguments 
that  1  have  already  advanced  in  support  of  jny  previous  amend  - 
ment,  I  request  the  House  to  accept  this  amendment. 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  :  I  second  it. 

The  amendment  was  put  to  vote  and  lost. 

The  question  that  Clause  4  do  stand  part  of  the  Bill  was  put 
to  vote  and  carried. 

The  Clause  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clauses  5  to  7. 

The  question  that  Clauses  5,  6  and  7  do  stand  part  of  the  Bill 
was  put  to  vote  and  carried. 

The  Clauses  were  added  to  the  Bill. 

Preamble. 

Mr.  Q.  Narayana  Ajyar  :  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  that,  in 
line  3  of  the  Preamble,  after  the  word  ‘legitimate’  the  semicolon  be 
omitted  and  the  expression  ‘and  capable  of  inheriting  property’  be 
added. 

Sir,  it  is  well  known  that  even  the  slightest  doubt  and  ambi¬ 
guity  is  made  much  of  in  courts  of  law  and  arguments  are  built 
upon  them-  A  lot  of  unnecessary  litigation  is  likely  to  result  un¬ 
less  the  provisions  of  statutes  are  absolutely  clear. 

I  am  sure  honourable  members  will  grant  that  children  who 
are  declared  legitimate  must  be  capable  also  of  inheriting  property. 
It  is  merely  to  put  it  beyond  doubt  and  to  make  it  clear,  and  to 
avoid  all  possible  intricacies  that  I  move  this  amendment. 

The  amendment  fell  through  for  want  of  seconding. 

The  Preamble  was  put  to  vote  and  carried. 

The  Preamble  was  added  to  the  Bill. 
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Title. 

The  question  that  the  Title  form  part  of  the  Bill  was  put  to 
vote  and  carried. 

•  The  Title  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Third  Reading. 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pjllai  >  Sir,  we  are  now 

at  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill.  In  view  of  the  doubts  raised  by 
Mr.  Anirudhan,  I  would  propose  the  following  amendment  in 
clause  1- 


Clause  1. 

Add  the  following  as  an  Explanation  to  Clause  1 : 

“Explanation  :  Unless  there  be  anything  repugnant  in  the  context, 
the  term  Hindu  used  in  this  Regulation  means  any  Person  gov¬ 
erned  by  the  Hindu  Law”. 

The  expression  ‘  Hindu  Law’  is  a  technical  expression  and  is 
well  understood  and  will  not  be  understood  to  include  for  example 
the  Malabar  Law  and  persons  governed  by  the  Hindu  Law  form  a 
well  defined  community  and  there  can  be  no  mistaking  about  it. 
If  this  amendment  is  accepted,  the  doubts  raised  by  Mr.  Ani- 
rudhan  will  not  arise. 

Mr.  C.  Kumara  Das:  I  second  it. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  I  accept  it. 

The  amendment  was  put  to  vote  and  carried. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  :  I  move  that  the 
Bill,  as  amended,  be  passed. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  :  I  second  lit. 

The  question  that  the  Bill,  as  amended,  be  passed,  was  put 
to  vote  and  carrie  :!• 

The  Bill  was  passed. 
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Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar :  I  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  in 
Council. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  I  oppose  the  Bill. 

President :  It  has  not  been  seconded  yet. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai ;  I  second  it. 
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Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  Sir,  the  object  of  the  Bill  is 
given  in  the  Statement  of  objects  and  Reasons.  Till  a  few  years 
ago,  in  British  India  also,  bequests  to  unborn  persons  were  not 
recognised  by  law.  In  view  of  the  growing  sentiments  of  the 
community  that  such  bequests  should  also  be  allowed,  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  advisable  to  have  a  legislative  enactment  for  the  purpose  ; 
and,  in  1904,  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  was  introduced  by  the  late 
Mr.  Seshagiri  Aiyar,  and  it  became  law.  In  1906,  the  Imperial 
Government  also  took  it  up,  and  Act  15  of  that  year  was  added 
to  the  Statute  Book.  A  dispute  arose  that  the  Madras  Act  of  1904 
was  a  provincial  legislation  and  therefore  could  not  extend  to  the 
city  of  Madras  ;  and,  to  remove  that  defect,  an  Act  was  passed 
in  1921.  It  can  therefore  be  seen  that  throughout  India  the 
necessity  for  legislation  in  the  matter  has  been  recognised. 

In  T ravancore  also,  our  honourable  High  Court  has  had  oc¬ 
casion  to  consider  this  question.  In  23  T.  L.  J„  1187  their  honours 
had  to  consider  the  question  whether  a  gift  in  favour  of  an  unborn 
child  could  be  given  any  sort  of  validity  ;  and  they  held  that  such 
a  gift  could  not  be  deemed  to  be  valid.  They  held  that  it  was  void. 
In  so  holding,  their  Honours  only  followed  the  earlier  British 
Indian  Rulings  which  have  all  been  subsequently  abrogated  by  the 
legislative  enactments  that  I  have  already  adverted  to. 

In  the  Transfer  of  Property  Act  also,  there  was  a  provision 
that  certain  portions  of  the  Act  may  not  apply  to  Hindus  or  to 
Mahomedaus.  Later  on,  the  necessary  changes  were  introduced  in 
that  also. 

Sir,  the  tendency  throughout  India  has  been  to  give  absolute 
freedom  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  one’s  own  property.  It  is 
therefore  only  desirable  that  we  bring  our  law  into  line  with  that 
in  British  India. 

Sir,  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  consist  of  16  Clauses.  Tlpjre  is 
absolutely  nothing  new  in  the  Bill,  The  provisions  have  all  been 
copied  from  the  Transfer  of  Property  Act  as  also  from  the  Indian 
Succession  Act.  Clause  8  defines  certain  terms.  Clause  4  deals 
with  transfer  for  the  benefit  of  persons  not  in  existence,  and 
legalises  it.  Clause  5  deals  with  bequests  for  the  benefit  of  persons 
not  in  existence.  Clauses  6  and  7  are  practically  a  reproduction  of 
Sections  13  and  14  of  the  Transfer  of  Property  Act,  namely  the 
well  known  rule  against  perpetuity.  Clause  8  is  a  reproduction  of 
Section  15  of  the  Transfer  of  Property  Act.  There  are  certain 
decided  cases  to  the  effect  that  if- a  transfer  is  made  ro  a  set  of 
persons  and  it  turns  out  to  be  invalid  as  against  some,  it  is  invalid 
as  against  all.  The  principle  of  those  decisions  is  said  to  be 
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unsound.  To  remedy  that  evil  Clause  8  is  added.  Clause  9  is  more 
or  less  a  faithful  rendering  of  Section  1 6  of  the  Transfer  of  Property 
Act.  Clause  10  is  on  the  lines  of  clause  6  of  the  Bill  and  in  the 
lines  of  the  Indian  Succession  Act  of  1925  as  amended  in  1929# 
Clause  1 1  is  practically  a  reproduction  of  Section  114  of  that  Act. 
That  is  the  case  with  regard  to  Clauses  12  and  13  also.  Clauses 
14  and  15  correspond  to  the  provisions  contained  in  Sections  18  and 
20  of  the  Transfer  of  Property  Act.  Clause  15  gives  the  right  to 
Government  to  exempt  by  notification  any  section  or  community 
from  the  operation  of  this  Bill  if  any  community  so  desires.  The 
Mahomedan  community  also  if  it  so  desires  may  get  exemption  by 
means  of  a  notification.  Or  again  the  members  of  those  communi¬ 
ties  for  whom  exemption  is  sought  to  be  desired,  may  move 
amendments  in  the  Bill  itself.  The  present  Bill  is  drafted  in  view 
of  the  progressive  sentiments  of  all  communities.  It  is  better  to 
make  some  provision  enabling  us  to  provide  for  the  future  genera- 
tion  also  without  giving  room  to  any  sort  of  difficulty  in  the  future. 
Therefore  I  request  the  honourable  members  of  this  House  to 
consent  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill  and  permit  me  to  refer  it  to  a 
Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  I  second  it. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  Sir,  I  oppose  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  Bill  in  its  present  form.  There  is  absolutely  no 
necessity  for  a  general  Bill  like  this .  Though  the  Transfer  of 
Property  Act  is  not  law  in  Travancore,  the  provisions  of  that  Act 
are  followed  and  acted  upon  wherever  those  provisions  are  in 
accord  with  justice,  equity  and  good  conscience.  As  such,  there  is 
no  necessity  for  a  general  law  like  this .  Simply  because  one  case 
has  arisen  in  23  T.  L,  J.  1187  it  does  not  mean  that  there  is  a 
demand  for  a  law  like  this.  In  the  case  of  my  own  community,  it 
is  governed  by  its  own  personal  law  in  which  there  are  adequate 
provisions  in  regard  to  bequests  and  transfer  of  property.  It  has 
also  been  invariably  laid  down  by  the  High  Court  that  where  a 
community  is  governed  by  its  own  personal  law  the  provisions  of 
that  personal  law  will  be  followed .  One  fundamental  difference 
between  the  Hindu  Law  and  the  Mahomedan  Law  is  that  while  in 
Hindu  Law  inheritance  accrues  on  the  birth  of  a  person,  in 
Mahomedan  Law  the  right  of  inheritance  accrues  on  the  death  of 
a  person.  Bequests  to  unborn  persons  are  highly  objectionable 
under  the  Mahomedan  Law.  Moreover  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill  are  only  copied  from  the'  provisions  of  the  Transfer  of 
.Property  Act. 
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Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  May  I  know 
from  the  honourable  member  whether  he  objects  to  making  a  law 
for  non-Muslims  in  this  respect  ? 

Mr-  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib :  Though  there  is  a  pro¬ 
vision  in  the  Bill  saying  that  Government  may  by  notification 
exempt  certain  communities,  my  point  is  that  it  must  be  clearly 
stated  in  the  Bill,  that  this  Bill  will  not  affect  such  communities 
as  are  governed  by  their  own  personal  laws.  Unless  there  is  a 
clear  provision  like  that  in  unequivocal  terms  it  will  lead  to  very 
great  difficulties.  It  is  to  avoid  that,  I  am  suggesting  that  it  must 
be  stated  even  at  the  very  outset  that  it  is  applicable  only  to  such 
communities  as  are  not  governed  by  their  own  personal  laws,  instead 
of  being  generally  worded  like  this.  I  may  urge  that  the  Muslims 
may  be  exempted.  _  . 

President :  Does  the  honourable  member  mean  by  ‘Maho- 
medan  Law’  the  Mahomedan  personal  law  or  personal  law 
generally  ? 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  *  Muslim  personal  law. 
The  Mahomedans  have  got  their  own  Islamic  law  and  many  of  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  are  opposed  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  Mahomedan  law  itself.  As  I  said,  many  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  are  taken  from  the  Transfer  of  Property  Act,  and  as  there 
is  no  difficulty  for  following  those  provisions  here  for  all  practical 
purposes,  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  Bill  like  this.  Sections  6,  9, 
11  and  15  of  the  Bill  correspond  to  Sections  13, 16, 14  and  20  of 
the  Transfer  of  Property  Act. 

Mr.  K.  K.  Kuruvilla  :  May  I  know  from  the  honourable 
member  whether  modifications  are  not  made  in  the  personal  Jaw  if 
there  is  an  imperative  necessity  ? 

Mr.  N.  lAbdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  When  there  is  an  im- 
perative  necessity,  when  practical  difficulties  do  arise,  modifications 
are  made  where  there  is  well-established  custom  or  when  practical 
difficulties  are  experienced  in  the  working  of  certain  laws  or  when 
there  is  ambiguity  in  any  particular  matter. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R-  Kesavan  Najr ;  I  support  the 
introduction  of  this  Bill.  My  friend  Mr.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib 
was  stating  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  introduction  of  this 
Bill  in  Travancore.  It  might  be  true  so  far  as  the  Mahomedans  are 
concerned.  But  when  a  Hindu  father  wants  to  bequeath  property, 
it  follows  that  necessarily  the  children  to  whom  he  intended  to 
bequeath  the  property  must  be  in  existence'  at  the  time  of  the 
bequest  according  to  the  Present  law.  Now,  there  might  be  cases 
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when  a  Hindu  wants  to  bequeath  property  to  liis  unborn  sons.  If 
this  Bill  is  not  introduced,  a  Hindu  father  is  precluded  from  doing 
it.  My  friend  Mr.  Harayana  Aiyar  invited  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  case  in  23  T.  L.  J.  at  1187.  It  was  a  case  in  which 
a  father  wanted  to  bequeath  certain  properties  to  his  unborn  children. 
He  anticipated  that  he  would  have,  issues  and  he  made  provison  for 
his  prospective  issues  to  get  something.  The  father  died  and 
subsequently  the  mother  created  an  encumbrance  In  the  property 
against  the  desire  of  the  father  and  when  it  came  up  before  the 
court  the  intention  of  the  father  could  not  be  complied  with  because 
there  was  no  provision  in  Travancore  for  bequeathing  property  to 
an  unborn  person.  Therefore,  if  the  spirit  of  a  Hindu  father  is  to 
be  complied  with  after  his  death,  such  a  Bill  is  imperative, 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  In  regard  to  the  observation 
made  by  the  honourable  member  Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib 
about  there  being  no  necessity  for  such  a  Bill  for  the  Muslims,  I 
may  be  permitted  to  read  the  statement  of  objects  and  reasons  of  a 
similar  Bill  that  was  introduced  in  British  India. 

“The  object  of  the  present  Bill  is  to  enable  Hindus  and  Musalmana  to 
dispose  of  property  by  transfer  inter  vivos  and  by  will  for  the 
benefit  of  nnborn  persons  within  certain  limits.  According  to  the 
Hindu  Law  aSnow  administered  in  British  India,  a  gift  in  favour 
of  a  person  not  in  existence  at  the  date  of  the  gift  is  void  ;  and  so 
also  a  bequest  in  favour  of  a  person  not  in  existence  at  the  time  of 
the  testator's  death.  The  same  is  the  rule  of  Mahomedan  Law, 
except  that,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Mussalmans  Wakf  Valida¬ 
ting  Act,  1018,  it  Is  competent  to  a  Mahomedan  to  settle  property 
for  the  benefit  of  unborn  persons  even  in  perpetuity,  provided  the 
ultimate  disposition  is  for  the  benefit  of  charity. 

2.  Every  lawyer  familiar  with  the  Indian  Courts  must  have  come 
across  a  large  number  of  settlements  and.  wills  made  by  Hindus 
and  .Mahomedans  for  the  benefit  of  their  children  and  grand¬ 
children.  The  paramount  object  of  the  settler  in  all  these  oases 
has  been  to  provide  not  only  for  his  children  and  grand-children 
then  In  existence,  but  also  for  those  to  be  born  hereafter.  Instead, 
however,  of  giving  effect  to  the  settler’s  intention,  the  law  as  now 
administered  completely  defeats  It.  Even  where  a  donor  has  only 
one  child  in  existence  at  the  date  of  the  gift,  and  the  gift  is  made 
in  express  terms  for  the  benefit  of  all  his  children  including  those 
to  be  born  hereafter,  the  law  excludes  from  the  benefit  of  all 
gift  all  children  born  subsequently  to  the  date  of  the  gift,  to  the 
entire  subversion  of  the  donor’s  intention.  Similarly,  the  Intention 
of  testators  to  benefit  by  their  wills  their  children  and  grand¬ 
children  not  in  existence  at  the  death  of  the  testatorB  Is  also 
defeated.  It  is  to  remedy  these  evils,  and  to  give  effect  to  the 
settler’s  or  testor’s  intention,  that  the  present  Bill  Is  proposed. 
The  sole  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  enable  the  Court  to  carry  out  the 
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settlor’s  or  testator’s  intention,  which,  under  the  present  state  of 
the  law,  they  are  precluded  from  doing.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
recognised  that  this  can  only  be  done  within  the  limits  allowed  by 
the  rale  against  perpetuity,  and  these  limits  are  prescribed  in 
clauses  4  and  5.  The  effect  oi  the  Bill,  if  passed  into  law,  will 
be  to  enable'  Hindus  and  Mahomedans  to  make  dispositions  of 
their  property  to  the  same  extent,  and  subject  to  the  same  limita¬ 
tions  as  other  communities  in  British  India”. 

From  this  it  will  be  clear  that  there  was  a  request  on  the  part 
o£  the  Muslim  community  also  showing  a  desire  to  have  a  Bill  on 
similar  lines.  I  submit  that  if  any  member  of  any  community 
wants  a  saving  clause  exempting  his  community  from  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill  that  can  be  effected  by  means  of  amendments. 

President;  It  appears  to  me  that  not  much  controversy  is 
necessary  on  this  subject  because,  when  and  if  a  Select  Committee 
is  appointed  ;  in  view  to  what  has  been  laid  down  in  Clause  16  it  is 
possible  for  particular  communities  to  make  provision  very  defini¬ 
tely  in  the  Bill  by  suitable  amendments  for  exempting  certain 
communities.  Therefore  I  do  not  think  that  much  discussion  is 
necessary  at  this  stage. 

The  question  that  the  Bill  be  read  in  Council  was  put  and 
carried. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  title  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar;  I  propose  that  the  Bill  be 
referred  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  the  Houses. 

Mr.  Kayalam  Paramesvaran  Pillaj :  Sir,  Mr.  Narayana 
Aiyar  suggests  that  the  Bill  may  be  referred  to  a  Joint  Committee 
of  both  the  Houses.  In  the  light  of  the  fact  that  the  Bill  is  only  a 
small  one  I  doubt  whether  it  should  be  referred  to  a  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar;  Then  J  shall  propose  the 
following  members  to  be  members  of  the  Select  Committee. 

Law  Member. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai, 

„  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai, 

M-  Govindan, 

„  T.  Mahomed  Ismail, 

„  P.  I.  Simon, 

„  N.  V,  Chacko, 

„  C,  N.  Thuppan  Namputiri, 

„  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair, 

„  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib, 

„  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  and  myself. 

Mr-  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  ;  I  second  it. 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  and  declared 
carried. 
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President  :  What  is  the  period  within  which  the  Committee 
is  to  report  ?  ' 

Mr.  Q.  Narayana  Aiyar=  Three  months. 

THE  HINDU  INHERITANCE  (REMOVAL  OF 
DISABILITIES)  BILL. 

Mr.  G.  Narayana  Aiyar  :  I  beg  for  leave  to  introduce 
the  Travancore  Hindu  Inheritance  (Removal  of  Disabilities)  Bill. 

Mr.  Nedumangad  R.  Kesavan  Nair--  I  second  the 
motion.  The  motion  was  carried. 

Leave  to  introduce  the  Bill  was  granted. 

RESOLUTIONS  ON  MATTERS  OF  GENERAL  PUBLIC 
INTEREST. 

Enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Reserve  Police  stationed  at 
Ramama  ngalam. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  Sir,  1  beg  to  move  the  following  re¬ 
solution  : 

This  Council  recommends  to  the  Government  to  make  an  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Reserve  Police  stationed  at  Rama- 
mangalam  in  the  Muvattupuzha  taluk  with  special1  reference  to 
their  alleged  assults  on  -subjects  of  His  Highness  the  Maharaja  of 
Travancore  whom  the  Reserve  Police  casually  met  with  on  the  public 
roads  and  in  the  shops  and  houses  nearby  while  they  were  riding 
in  their  motor  vehicle  through  the  Aikkaranad  and  Chemmanad 
pakuthies  of  the  Kunnatnad  taluk  in  the  after.noon  of  the  3rd  of 
Kumbhom  1112. 

Sir,  the  incident  took  place  on  the  3rd  of  Kumbhom  1112- 
Six  months  have  now  elapsed.  Not  only  the  people  of  Travan- 
core  but  the  people  of  Cochin  also  have  taken  up  the  matter. 
The  Press  in  both  the  States  have  taken  up  this  question.  Public 
meetings  were  held  to  protest  against  this.  In  one  form  or  other 
the  question  was  raised  in  the  last  Legislature  and  in  this  Council 
as  well. 

(Mr.  M.  Govindan,  one  of  the  Panel  of  Chairmen  proceeded 
through  the  centre  gangway  to  the  Presidential  Chair.) 

President :  The  honourable  member  will  take  care  not  to 
come  between  the  speaker  and  myself  . 

(Mr.  M.  Govindan  took  the  Chair.) 

Mr.  N.  V-  Chacko :  If  the  Police  want  to  assault  people  in 
this  manner  they  can  assault  the  people  not  only  of  North  Travan¬ 
core  but  also  of  Central  and  South  Travancore.  They  can  assault 
not  only  agriculturists  but  those  engaged  in  commerce  and  other 
professions  also. 
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I  want  to  remove  one  misunderstanding.  When  we  speak  of 
excesses  it  is  generally  though!  that  the  Police  have  a  right  to  use 
some  force  ,  only  they  should  not  exceed  that  force.  What  I  say 
is  that  they  can  use  force  only  if  there  svas  some  riot  or  rebellion. 
In  this  instance  there  was  no  such  thing. 

(At  this  stage  Mr.  N-  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  addresed  a 
question  to  the  speaker  and  the  speaker  also  replied  to  the  same. 
These  were  not  heard.) 

There  is  no  case  that  the  Police  assaulted  the  people  who  were 
smugglers  or  who  assisted  the  smugglers.  There  was  no  charge  el¬ 
even  suspicion  against  the  people  who  were  assulted.  The  Police 
had  no  knowledge  about  the  identity  of  these  people.  What  actual¬ 
ly  took  place  was  that  on  a  fine  Sunday  afternoon,  the  Police,  for 
pleasure  and  diversion,  crossed  the  Muvattupuzha  river  in  a  lorry . 
and  went  over  some  6  miles  into  the  Cochin  territory  and  returned 
by  another  route.  The  karas  of  Poothukka  and  Pariyaram  and 
other  karas  are  country  parts.  What  ihe  Police  did  was  to  pass 
through  these  places,  stop  at  some  spots  and  when  people  gathered 
round  their  motor  van  out  of  curiosity  they  assulted  them.  The 
people  were  never  asked  whether  they  were  smugglers  or  not. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi:  May  I 
know  from  the  member  whether  the  people  who  are  alleged  to  have 
been  assulted  were  not  free  to  exercise  the  right  of  private  defence 
against  the  Police  ? 

Mr.  N.  V.  ChackO :  Most  certainly  they  were  free.  But 
ov^ihg— certainly  not  due  to, cowardice— to  their  deep-seated  loyalty 
and  faith  in  the  Government,  and  seeing  that  the  Police  were  the 
custodians  of  peace,  they  wanted  to  have  recourse  to  more  peaceful 
methods. 

Mf.  K.  R.  Etankath  !  May  1  know  whether  the  member 
is  afire  that  only  the  subjects  of  His  Highness  the  Maharaja  were 
assulte’d  and  liobody  else  ? 

Mr.  N.  V.  Ch&cko  Other  people  might  liaVe  been  as¬ 
saulted.  I  have  not  included  all  others  who  were  assaulted.  In 
fa'ct,  buffal'Ohs  afid  sheep  were  assulted,  butchered  and  eaten.  I  did 
not  care  to  ihcliide  them.  I  know  that  Cochinites  Were  also  as¬ 
saulted."  If  they  were  also  included,  then  the  question'  might  have 
assumed  an  international  aspect. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankathy  Is  not  everybody  who  enters  Travaii- 
core  territory  entitled  to  protection  ? 

m.  N.v.  ChackO  :  Certainly.  If  we  do  not  get  even  our 
grievances  remedied,  what  is  the  use  of  talking  about  the  grievances 
of  others. 
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Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  May  I  know  whether  they 
made  any  complaints  to  our  Government  ? 

Mr.  N*  V.  Chacko  :  I  do  not  know  whether  they  made 
any  complaint.  It  is  expecting  too  much  o£  me  to  speak  all  about 
other  people.  Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  put  to  me  in  the  form  of  a 
question,  if  people  had  recourse  to  the  right  of  private  defence.  If 
these  incidents  are  continued  to  be  repeated  over  and  over  again, 
then  we  would  have  lost  faith  in  the  Government. 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  :  Have  they  lost  faith  in  the  Police 
£  orce  P 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko :  They  have  lost  faith  in  the  Police 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  Is  smuggling  going  on  even 

now  ? 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko:  Smuggling  'and  all  sorts  of  crimes  may 
be  going  on  at  all  times  in  all  places.  What  I  say  is  that  even  if 
they  were  smugglers  the  Police  had  no  business  to  assault  them. 
Can  the  Police  go  and  assault  them  even  if  there  were  suspicion 
against  them?  When  Government  property  is  stolen  and  sold  in 
the  shops  in  Trivandrum,  are  the  Police'going  and  assaulting  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Trivandrum  ?  The  Reserve  Police  have  no  right  to 
assault  and  disable  people. 

Sir,  I  want  to  remove  one  misunderstanding.  I  want  to 
assure  honourable  members  that  there  is  no  communal  question 
relating  to  this. 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar :  Does  the  honourable  member 
know  the  nature  of  the  charges  against  the  Police  ? 

Mr- N.  V.  Chacko:  I  will  be  mentioning  them-  I  have 
got  several  printed  papers  in  English  and  Malayalam.  The  Com¬ 
missioner  may  have  more  of  them.  I  came  here  as  a  Council  mem¬ 
ber  and  I  am  not  expected  to  bring  all  the  papers.  Sir,  everybody, 
irrespective  of  caste  and  creed  was  assaulted.  No  complaint  was 
ever  made  ac  any  time  that  the  assault  was  made  on  persons  who 
belonged  to  a  community  by  the  Police  because  they  belonged  to  a 
different  community.  1  do  not  know  if  anybody  in  the  company  of 
the  Police  had  a  grudge  against  the  people  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Padlyara  Josephkunju  :  oQOfmgjOo  (m^soarttnmlffli 
©Qjgoni)  (grosl«t8306rel^6t^u  nqjcnoaa.  oPokoo  •acnxfc  (araGCojaaTbyl 
§<s6r@o? 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  <8»a§.te>Oo<«s0  #n>sl6'ca>osn§  og)  mo  satin 

gjOfflftn  (Srooid  rmagom'fCrtCirfifflQjgojip.n^srunneaa  rnTgitnaj 

orfl  sratocii  (5ro<soo4oalmjl§igj, 
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There  are  many  communities.  I  must  learn  the  number  and 
kind  of  communities  in  the  World  before  answering  that  question. 

It  might  probably  be  said  with  better  justification  that  those 
assaulted  were  assaulted  because  the  assailants  belonged  to  a  parti¬ 
cular  community.  But  the  complainants  never  raised  that  cry. 
You  will  find  that  in  several  of  the  public  meetings  held  against 
this  assault,  respectable  persons  belonging  to  defferent  communities 
presided.  For  instance,  one  Mr.  Padtranabhan  Narayanan  Nam- 
booripad  was  the  president  of  a  meeting.  My  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Thuppan  Namputiripad  did  admit  yesterday  that  this  gentle¬ 
man  is  a  respectable  person.  Another  meeting  was  presided  over 
by  Mr.  Krishna  Varier. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi :  Is  the 

honourable  member  telling  us  the  names  of  the  prosecution  witnes¬ 
ses  ? 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  I  am  mentioning  here  the  names  of 
persons  who  presided  over  meetings  held  to  protest  against  the 
assault.  The  meeting  over  which  Mr.  Narayanan  Nambooripad 
presided  was  held  on  the  6th  of  Kumbhom  while  the  assault  was 
made  on  the  3rd  Kumbhom.  The  meeting  over  which  Mr.  Krishna 
Varier  presided  was  on  the  5th  of  Kumbhom.  Another  meeting  was 
held  on  the  7th  of  Kumbhom  presided  over  by  Mr.  Govinda  Kurup< 

A  statement  has  been  issued  against  the  conduct  of  the  Police 
and  the  way  of  the  Police  Commissioner  over  the  signatures  of  18 
respectable  gentlemen  of  the  place, 

Mr.  R.  Pichu  Aiyangar  :  Is  the  member  aware  of  the 
many  anti-meetings  that  took  place  in  the  locality  ? 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  It  is  true,  there  were  certain  so  called 
anti-meetings  presided  over  by  two  or  three  persons  in  clerical  robes 
who  were  mere  tools  in  the  hands  of  the  Police  and  got  up  at  their 
instance.  There  is  no  question  of  communal  problem  in  that  place. 
There  may  be  a  preponderance  of  the  Christian  community  there-  It 
is  just  like  the  preponderance  of  other  communities  in  certain  parts 
of  Travancore.  Such  things  occur  by  chance.  It  may  be  that  a 
larger  number  of  the  Christians  were  assaulted  by  the  Police.  I 
shall  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  details  of  several  protest 
meetings  held  on  the  5th,  6th  and  7  th  of  Kumbhom  presided  over 
by  very  respectable  gentlemen,  including  many-Namboories,  Kurttps 
and  Variers.  Complaints  were  sent  to  the  I)ewan  and  to  the  Police 
Commissioner.  On  receipt  of  this  he  came  to  Muvattupuzha  on 
the  5th  of  Kumbhom.  Facts  were  presented  to  him  in  detail  about 
the  various  acts  of  cruelty  and  violence  done  by  the  Reserve  Police 
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at  Ramamangalam  and  thereabouts.  I  shall  just  read  portions  from 
a  statement  issued  under  the  signatures  of  18  gentlemen,  17  of 
whom  are  Vakils  of  Muvattupuzha.  Among  these  signatures 
there  are  Brahmins  and  Nayars.  One  signatory  is  Mr.  K.  M. 
Euriakose-  an  Ex.  M.  L.  A. 

“On the  following  day*,  e.,  on  the  6th  the  Commissioner  visited 
Ramamanglam  and  after  seeing  for  himself  the  desserted  appearance 
of  the  place  came  to  Thiruvaniyur  at  about  5  F.  M.  to  meet  the 
aggrieved  persons.  At  Thiruvaniyur  about  70  persons  who  sustain¬ 
ed  injuries  and  indiginlties  at  the  hands  of  the  Polioe  presented 
statements  in  writing  in  person  to  the  Commissioner.  Thereafter 
he  recorded  the  statements  of  somo  20  aggrieved  persons  in  his 
own  diary  and  noted  all  marks  of  injury  shown  to  him.  He  seemed 
to  be  impressed  with  the  truth  of  the  statements  and  depositions 
of  the  injured  persons  and  expressed  himself  in  very  sympathetic 
terms.  He  listened  to  the  allegations  with  patience  and  courtesy”.— 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar ;  Was  that  expression  ‘courtesy 
used  by  me  ? 

Mr-  N.V.  Chacko:  No.  By  using  that  expression  it  is 
not  meant  to  give  any  offence  to  anybody.  It  is  only  a  complement 
to  the  Commissioner.  Then  the  statement  reads  thus  : 

“Then  the  president  of  the  protest  meeting  held  at  Thiruvaniyur  the 
same  day  at  4  P.  M.  BrahmaSri  Padmanabhan  Narayanan  Nampu- 
dlri  of  Thurithikal  Mana  informed  him  of  the  meeting  and  present¬ 
ed  the  copy  of  the  resolution  passed  therien.  Ho  also  Wormed 
the  Commissioner  that  a  telegram  had  already  been  sent  to  His 
Highness  the  Maharaja  about  the  events  at  Thiruvaniyur  and  the 
latter  made  a  note  of  this  also  in  hi's  diary.  He  looked  into  the 
resolutions  of  the  meeting  and  seemed  impressed,  As  lie  was 
about  to  leave,  Mr.  M.  C.  Varki  Informed  him  that  a  person  who 
had  been  victimised  by  the  Police  was  lying  in  the  Salvation  Army 
Hospital  at  Varikkoli  and  that  his  condition  was  serious.  He 
said  that  he  would  go  there  and  record  his  statement  too.  Before 
leaving,  he  expressed  his  regret  to  the  people  assembled  for  the 
misdeeds  of  his  men  in  the  following  words. — I  am  fully  convinced 
that  my  men  have  committed  excesses.  I  regret  that  all  this  lias 
happened.  I  will  punish  the  delinquents  severely  and  I  assure  you 
that  no  more  troubles  will  oorne  to  you. — We  are  quoting  from 
memory.  Mr.  Iyengar  then  left  for  Varikkoli  and  the  people  dis¬ 
persed  in  the  hope  that  the  Commissioner  will  do  everything  to 
meet  out  justice  ” 

Now  I  will  read. certain  portions  from  a  statement  made  by  Mr- 
Narayanan  Namboori. 

Mr,  Kottur  KUiljukfishna  Pillai :  Is  the  member  in 
order  in  referring  to  a  paper  to  which  other  members  have  no 
access? 

Mr.  N.  V.  ChaCko:  If  anyhody  has  any  objections  to  it, 

I  will  not  read  from  that  statement . 


RESOLUTIONS  ON  MATTERS  OP  GENERAL  PUBLIC  INTEREST. 


523 


Chairman  :  If  the  member  is  not  referring  to  a  paper  that 
is  not  available  to  other  members,  then  the  question  does  not  arise. 
Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  All  that  I  want  to  say  is  that  I  have 

fot  here  a  statement  made  tome  and  to  some  other  members  of  the 
legislature  by  Mr.  Narayanan  Namboori  and  signed  by  him.  I  do 
not  say  anything  further.  I  myself  took  down  the  statement  and 
Namboori  himself  read  it  through  and  then  signed  it  ? 

Mr.  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju  :  mrosl  ceTl§1ocJ]§lgjo<BYm  ogj 

fflfwaTlejo  cmtfteooQJBtmliDiciolcTO0  oigj  .xjffiormlQ®^sn§oaa>i|ean§o? 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  All  that  I  want  to  say  is  I  am  per- 
sonally  informed  of  the  atrocities  done  by  the  Police.  I  have  direct 
evidence  to  show  that  the  Police  committed  excessess  in  that  part 
of  the  country. 

The  Commissioner  might  say  that  he  is  not  convinced  of  these 
things  and  all  that. 

Mr.  T-  Mahomed  Ismail :  Why  not  the  aggrieved  go  to 
a  court  of  law  to  get  redress  ? 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko :  That  is  a  very  difficult  way.  It  is 
very  difficult  for  poor  people  to  go  to  a  court  of  law  to  seek  redress, 
and  their  right  to  ventilate  their  grievances  publicly  would  have 
been  lost.  If  there  be  an  increase  'in  the  excise  revenue  now  that 
does  not  mean  that  it  is  the  result  of  the  assaults  done  by  the 
Police.  The  excise  people,  I  think,  had  no  sufficient  opportunities 
during  this  disturbed  period  to  receive  bribes.  If  the  people  were 
attacked  by  Huns  or  Barbarians  from  outside,  they  could  console 
themselves  that  they  had  their  Government  to  help  them.  Cobra- 
bites,  lightning  strokes  etc. ,  are  not  matters  for  complaints  to  the 
Government.  But  the  attacks  by  the  Reserve  Police  and  their 
repetitions  are  matters  of  deep-seated  grievance  to  the  people  of  the 
locality.  The  Police,  especially  the  Reserve  Police  are  for  main¬ 
taining  and  preserving  order  and  peace  and  'not  for  deliberately 
breaking  peace  and  creating  disturbance. 

Chairman  :  Time  is  up.  I  shall  allow  you  a  minute  more. 
Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  Thank  you,  Sir.  There  is  also  another 
point.  The  placds  where  the  incidents  happened  are  near  Cochin, 
and  there  is  Vadavakodu  belonging  to  Cochin  within  Aikkaranad. 
Our  neighbours  in  the  Cochin  State  are  witnessing  the  brutal 
assaults  by  the  Travancore  Reserve  Police  on  the  people  of  Travan- 
core  without  any  cause  ;  and  they  are  smiling  a  smile  of  scorn  on' 
us.  The  time  granted  to  me  is  over  and  I  pray  that  an  enquiry 
be  made  into  this  question  and  the  grievances  of  the  people 
redressed. 
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Mr.  K.  K.  Kuruvilla :  Sir,  I  rise  to  support  the  resolution. 
I  know  that  the  feelings  of  the  people  in  those  parts  are  very  much 
affected.  I  have  heard  complaints  from  friends,  whom  I  can  believe, 
that  the  police  exceeded  their  powers  in  dealing  with  the  men  of 
that  locality.  The  feeling  in  that  part  of  the  country  is  so  incense 
that  I  think  an  enquiry  is  very  essential  and  it  should  be  considered 
by  Government.  It  was  raised  by  one  member,  why  not  the  ag¬ 
grieved  seek  remedy  through  court  of  law.  I  say  it  is  difficult  for 
poor  people  to  take  to  that  course. 

Mr-  T-  Mahomed  Ismail :  Is  there  any  evidence  p 

Mr.  K.  K.  Kuruvilla;  It  is  difficult  to  give  evidence  on 
that  point.  From  what  I  have  heard  several  innocent  men  have 
suffered,  and  they  have  unjustly  suffered.  There  are  many  people 
who  cannot  seek  remedy  through  a  court  of  law.  The  Government 
should  come  to  their  rescue.  Very  careful,  intelligent  and  thought¬ 
ful  people  have  been  harassed  by  the  Police  and  there  is  a  real 
grievance  in  the  matter,  I  think  the  Government  should  institute 
an  enquiry  on  the  matter.  I  therefore  support  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Kochikal  P.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  ■■  Sir,  I  oppose 
the  resolution,  although  I  am  in  sympathy  with  the  spirit  of  it. 
There  must  have  been  something  really  very  terrible  in  those  places. 
Otherwise,  it  would  not  have  excited  the  warmth  and  eloquence  of 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Chacko.  But  I  am  afraid,  no  useful  pur¬ 
pose  can  be  served  at  this  juncture  by  an  enquiry  of  the  sort  pro¬ 
posed  by  my  friend.  Yesterday,  the  Commissioner  of  Police  was 
saying  that  he  looked  into  the  matter,  but  there  was  difficulty  even 
in  the  matter  of  identification  of  the  alleged  offenders.  In  opposing 
this  resolution  I  should  not  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  say  that 
the  allegations  of  this  sort  about  the  Police  must  not  be  enquired 
into.  It  is  often  too  true  that  the  Police  commit  excesses  in  their 
over-zeal.  There  were  complaints,  in  fact,  although  not  of  the  blood 
curdling  variety  as  detailed  by  my  friend  Mr.  Chacko  when  they 
were  deputed  to  do  some  sort  of  demonstration  work  at  Alleppey 
after  the  riots.  It  is  highly  essential  that  the  Police  should  be 
directed  to  do  their  work  and  to  do  the  work  legislatively  nothing 
more  than  that.  A  change  of  outlook  has  to  come  on  the  Police 
force.  Unfortunately,  Sir,  we  took  our  ideals  regarding  the  beha¬ 
viour  of  the  Policemen  from  the  other  side  of  the  Ghats.  Till  half 
a  dozen  years  ago  it  was  found  very  fashionable  and  even  meri 
torious  to  kick  their  future  ministers  and  heads  of  departments. 

At  that  time  the  Police  in  British  India  as  well  as  in  Indian 
India  took  themselves  very  great  credit  in  discarding  public  opinion. 
The  man  who  flouted  public  opinion  was  considered  to  be  a  plucky 
man  who  has  done  some  glorious  work,  Often  I  have  seen  the  pro¬ 
motion  in  the  Police  Department  in  inward  ratio  to  the  respect  a 
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Police  Officer  showed  to  the  public.  But  with  the  changed  outlook 
that  has  come  to  our  people,  the  policeman  should  be  considered  as 
a  valuable  limb  of  the  Government  in  preserving  law  and  order  in 
the  country.  But  by  pointing  the  foibles  of  the  Police  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  understood  to  be  saying  that  the  non-official  colleagues 
of  this  House  and  the  public  outside  should  be  blind  to  their  duties 
by  the  Department  and  by  the  Government  in  preserving  law  and 
order.  A  situation  has  been  described  to  the  House  when  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Travancore  is  wasting  lakhs  of  rupees  through  the 
activities  of  a  gang  of  smugglers.  I  trust  and  hope  that  enlightened 
leaders  of  public  opinion-as  my  friend  Mr.  Chaeko  will  icertainly 
educate  the  people  of  the  f  rontier-to  co-operate  and  help  the  police¬ 
man  and  also  the  exciseman  in  the  discharge  of  official  duties.  I 
need  hardly  use  that  word-it  is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  a  large 
quantity  of  tobacco  is  brought  into  our  country  without  paying 
duty  and  that  Government  is  losing  lakhs  of  rupees.  Not  only  the 
Government,  but  also  those  honest  people  who  are  engaged  in  the 
trade  are  losing  through  the  activities  of  this  law-breaking  gang. 
Is  it  possible  for  every  member  of  the  force  to  take  a  visiting  card 
with  him,  leave  it  at  the  door  of  the  smuggler,  introduced  himself 
and  ultimately  to  point  out  the  ethical  implications  of  such  a  con¬ 
duct,  and  recommend  some  philosophy  of  conduct  ?  It  is  already 
admitted  on  all  hands  that  a  certain  amount  of  rough  handling,  or 
rashness — I  may  be  still  milder-a  certain  amount  of  crudeness,  or 
better  still,  stiffness  would  be  required  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  policeman  and  the  exciseman  when  they  are  asked  to  stop 
the  nefarious  activities  of  a  law-breaking  gang.  Therefore  I  appeal 
to  the  honourable  members  of  the  House  and  thorugh  them  to  the 
public  in  Travancore  that  unless  they  whole-heartedly  co-operate 
with  the  Government  in  the  matter  of  suppressing  law-breakers, 
certainly  there  would  be  nothing  to  wonder  if  there  be  a  recurrence 
of  such  incident  which  we  should,  at  all  events,  prevent.  I  do  not, 
fora  moment,  question  the  bona  fides  or  the  respectability  of  the 
Ezhuttoor  Nambooris  and  all  those  respectable  persons  of  the  fron¬ 
tier.  I  hops  Mr.  Chaeko  will  persuade  those  respectabilities  of 
the  frontier  to  think  that  their  duty  does  not  end  with  presiding 
over  meetings  but  with  also  co-operating  with  the  Government  in 
maintaining  law  and  order  and  prevent  the  law-breakers  from  con- 
tinuning  their  nefarious  activities. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  .•  In  opposing  the  resolution  I 
must  say  that  we  have  heard  the  Police  Commissioner  in  answer  to 
stringent  questions  from  the  honourable  members  that  he  has  made 
all  possible  enquiries  humanly  possible  and  that  there  is  much  of 
exaggeration  about  the  reports  published, 

.  Vol.X  N'o  8. 
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Mr-  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  May  I  know  from 
the  member  who  was  the  Inspector  in  charge  of  the  Reserve  forces 
that  was  sent  to  the  frontier  ? 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  .  It  is  not  my  basinesB  to  know 
it-  If  the  member  wants  the  information  he  may  refer  it  to  the 
Police  Commissioner.  When  we  hear  that  lakha  of  rupees  are  being 
wasted  in  the  frontier  and  when  it  is  brought  to  our  mind  that  the 
Excise  Department  is  not  able  to  subjugate  those  frontier  tribes — 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  :  May  I  know  from  the  member  whom 
he  means  by  ‘the  frontier  tribes’  7  (Laughter). 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail  :  I  mean  the  smugglers. 

The  Police  force  had  to  be  sent  to  help  the  Excise  and  it  is  re¬ 
ported  that  our  income  is  increasing  and  that  there  is  less  of  smug¬ 
gling-  Whatever  be  the  amount  of  money  that  we  spend,  it  is  our 
duty  to  see  that  these  low  breakers  sould  be  subjugated  at  all  costs. 
It  would  be  possible  and  quite  reasonable  to  think  that  when  the 
Police  force  reached  there,  these  smugglers  must  have  thought  that 
it  would  be  profitable  to  terrify  the  reserve  Police  also  as  they  had 
done  to  the  Excise  force  hoping  to  continue  their  smuggling  opera¬ 
tions.  Naturally,  in  this  case,  the  Reserve  Police  must  have  gone 
a  little  beyond  their  legitimate  limit.  I  am  not  for  a  moment  sup¬ 
porting  the  excess  of  the  Police  if  they  have  done  it.  Under  such 
circumstances  it  is  quite  possible  that  some  slight  mishappenings 
might  have  taken  place  and  if  there  is  truth  enough,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Department  to  punish  the  offenders.  But  in  view  of  the 
explanation  of  the  Police  Commissioner  it  is  clear  that  no  such 
serious  incident  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department-  We 
often  hear  of  murderers  escaping  because  there  is  no  evidence.  If 
there  is  no  evidence  I  do  not  know  how  the  Department  would 
find  out  the  real  culprit.  If  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Chacko  is 
not  satisfied  with  the  clear  explanation  given  by  the  Police  Com¬ 
missioner,  I  ask  him  whether  he  could  not  influence  at  least  some  of 
those  people  to  go  to  a  court  of  law  to  establish  their  rights.  If  he 
is  not  satisfied  with  the  enquiries  already  made,  I  think  the  conduct 
of  another  enquiry  will  be  rather  useless-  Therefore  I  think  there 
is  absolutely  no  necessity  for  another  enquiry  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai :  Sir,  I  wish  to  offer  a 
few  words  on  tins  resolution.  When  honourable  members  like 
Mr,  Chacko,  brings  forward  a  resolution  like  this  and  says  that  as¬ 
saults  have  been  made  wantonly  lay  the  Police  under  certain  circum¬ 
stances  on  people  who  were  peaceful  and  law-abiding,  that  is  a 
matter  that  requires  consideration  by  the  House.  It  is  not  right, 
according  to  me,  to  be  influenced  by  personal  considerations  and  by 
he  fact  of  certain  adventitious  circumstances  to  deviate  from  the 
path  of  rectitude  and  condone  any  action  that  may  have  been,  taken 
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by  the  Police.  I  am  not  for  a  moment  for  doing  that.  When 
honourable  members  like  Mr.  Chacko  comes  forward  and  says  that 
there  has  been  some  misbehaviour  on  the  part  of  the  Police  force 
that  went  there  and  when  friends  like  Mr.  Kuruvilla  after  having 
made  some  enquiry  says  that  he  believes  that  some  wanton  action 
has  been  taken  by  the  Police,  I  think  it  is  not  fair  to  disbelieve 
them.  All  the  same,  it  has  to  be  pointed  out  that  the  Department 
or  any  other  authority  will  not  be  able  to  take  serious  or  definite 
action  with  regard  to  the  culprits  unless  people  come  forward  to 
give  evidence,  not  necessary  evidence  as  given  in  courts  of  law,  but 
evidence  to  morally  convince  the  Police  Commissioner  or  any  other 
authority  that  makes  the  enquiry  that  such  and  such  a  person  or 
persons  has  done  such  an  act.  If  the  people  of  the  locality  are  not 
able  to  give  evidence  of  a  kind  that  will  bring  home  a  moral  con¬ 
viction  regarding  certain  persons,  no  action  can  be  taken.  If  we  say 
and  if  we  insist  upon  that,  it  does  not  mean  that  we  should 
callously  say  that  nothing  has  taken  place  and  so  we  should  callously 
disregard  the  feelings  of  the  frontier  people.  Every  citizen  has  the 
right  to  go  out  without  being  molested.  That  is  a  sacred  privilege  of 
every  citizen.  It  is  the  privilege  of  any  part  of  the  country  whether 
there  are  smugglers  or  not,  While  respecting  the  sentiments  and 
feelings  expressed  by  my  friends  Mr.  Chacko  and  Mr.  Kuruvilla 
who  have  made  some  sort  of  enquiry  into  it,  it  cannot  but  be  ad- 
mitted  that  it  is  impossible  to  take  action  under  the  present  circu¬ 
mstances  because  nobody  is  coming  forward  to  give  an  account  of 
information  with  which  it  will  be  possible  for  the  authorities  to 
take  action  and  give  punishment  to  the  offenders.  I  am  against 
the  Police  authorities  taking  action  on  their  subordinates  on  a  mere 
allegation  or  to  satisfy  a  fe'eling  of  discontent  in  any  particular 
locality.  That  cannot  be  resorted  to.  Innocent  persons  should  not 
be  punished  because  in  a  particular  locality  there  may  be  a  feeling 
however  genuine  and  however  great  that  may  be.  The  difficulty 
with  regard  to  the  detection  of  smugglers  in  the  locality  also  seems 
to  be  the  same.  There  is  no  one  to  come  forward  and-  give  evi¬ 
dence.  There  is  not  evidently  the  civic  sense  in  the  people.  Is  it 
not  up  to  us  to  hand  over  a  party  of  smugglers  or  individual 
smugglers  if  and  when  they  come  to  our  knowledge.  That  is  a 
deplorable  state  of  affairs.  It  may  be  that  tha  people  living  there 
may  not  be  actually  taking  part  in  smuggling. 

Chairman  :  The  House  will  now  adjourn  and  meet  again 
at  2  p.  M. 

The  Council  adjourned  for  lunch  at  1  p.  M.  and  re-assembled 
at  2  P.  M.  with  Mr.  M.  Govindan,  one  of  the  panel  of  Chairman,- 
the  Chair, 
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Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  PiUai :  Sir,  therefore  while 
sympathising  with  the  object  of  this  Resolution  I  cannot  accept 
the  proposals  made  therein,  vis.,  to  ask  the  Council  to  recommend 
to  make  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Reserve  Police.  The 
Commissioner  has  already  said  that  as  soon  as  he  got  the  infor¬ 
mation  he  went  to  the  spot  and  made  enquiries  and  no  evidence 
whatsoever  came  forth  and  so  nothing  by  way  of  spotting  the  cul¬ 
prit  could  he  done.  But  he  assured  the  public  of  that  locality  that 
such  incidents  will  not  happen  again.  I  am  very  glad  to  find  that 
the  Commissioner  has  said  as  often  as  the  question  was  raised  here, 
as  elsewhere,  that  he  did  not  deny  that  some  such  incident  took 
place  nor  did  he  try  to  justify  the  alleged  offence  but  he  merely 
said  that  no  proof  of  any  kind  was  forthcoming  and  this  made  it 
rather  difficult  in  dealing  with  the  delinquents.  Sir,  that  is  a  re¬ 
markable  situation.  But  I  do  not  understand  the  meaning  of  the 
resolution  which  merely  asks  Government  to  make  an  enquiry. 
From  the  wording  of  the  resolution  I  find  that  it  is  a  Governmental 
enquiry  that  is  asked  for.  I  think  that  no  useful  purpose  could  be 
served  by  an  enquiry  of  that  kind,  because  already  an  enquiry  was 
made  as  soon  as  the  occurence  took  place,  but  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  anybody  coming  forward  to  give  at  least  the  necessary 
evidence  to  fix  up  the  guilt  nothing  could  be  done.  I  think  at  this 
time,  after  the  lapse  of  so  many  months,  it  will  be  absolutely  im¬ 
possible  to  collect  any  evidence  which,  will  lead  us  to  the  truth  of 
the  facts  and  will  enable  us  to  take  any  action.  I  am  against  a 
show  of  sympathy  merely  to  punish  the  innocent.  I  am  not  saying 
this  in  a  technical  sense  at  all.  But  at  the  same  time  I  must  say 
that  the  Commissioner  and  Government  should  realise  and  sym¬ 
pathise  with  the  feeling  behind  this  resolution  and  should  take  all 
precautionary  measures  to  see  that  such  incidents  do  not  take  place 
in  future.  I  cannot  remember' a  single  occasion  in  which  the  Police 
Commissioner  tried  to  defend  any  real  offender  in  the  Police  force 
as  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Ismail  was  at  pains  to  do  on  this 
occasion.  He  is  always  sj  apathetic  towards  people  who  have  real 
grievances  'and  he  never  disregards  bonafide  allegations  by  the 
people  of  any  locality  against  a  Police  officer.  It  is  very  deplorable 
to  find  a  mentality  that  does  not  respect  such  feelings.  But  we 
must  also  respect  the  feelings  of  the  officer  with  respect  to  his  con- 
cience  in  punishing  an  innocent  man.  I  understand  from  those  who 
complained  to  me  about  the  occurence.  The  very  people  of  the 
locality  whoin  I  asked  why  one  or  two  respectable  people  among 
them  did  not  give  the  names  of  the  delinquents  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Police.  They  could  have  told  him  in  confidence  about  this 
occurence  and  he  would  have  taken  whatever  action  was  possible  for 
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him  to  take.  They  said  they  were  afraid  of  the  officials.  If  it  is  a 
non-official  committee  which  is  to  enquire  into  the  matter  they  say 
they  would  probably  give  evidence.  I  don’t  know  whether  things 
can  be  improved  by  setting  up  a  non-official  committee.  But  I 
know  that  there  are  sufficient  number  of  respectable  men  who  know 
law  and  the  civic  rights  in  those  areas  and  these  men  should  have 
come  forward  and  pointed  out  the  culprits  if  they  had  any  civic  sense 
even  to  the  Commissioner.  I  think  Government  will  respect  the 
feeling  behind  this  resolution  and  see  that  necessary  precautions  are 
taken  that  no  such  incidents  take  place  in  the  future.  As  it  is,  I 
don’t  think  that  a  non-official  enquiry,  or  any  enquiry  for  that 
matter,  will  be  of  any  use  except  to  waste  public  money.  There- 
fore  I  oppose  the  resolution. 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib :  Sir,  I  wish  to  add  a 
few  words  in  support  of  the  resolution.  Law  and  order  there  must 
be  ;  and  the  Police  Department’s  primary  concern  is  to  maintain 
the  peace  of  the  land.  They  must  do  every  thing  to  see  that  peace 
is  restored  in  the  land  and  the  safety  of  life  and  property  is  assured. 
But  in  their  attempt  to  maintain  peace  and  restore  normal  condi¬ 
tions  in  times  of  panic,  they  overdo  things.  They  should  not  in¬ 
dulge,  on  those  occasions,  in  depredations  and  atrocities  of  such  a 
character  as  to  give  rise  to  complaints  of  this  nature.  Sir,  it  is  ad¬ 
mitted  that  there  is  smuggling  in  the  frontier  area.  But  this 
smuggling  has  been  going  on  for  the  last  so  many  years  and  never 
before  has  theie  been  such  an  occasion  for  the  Police  to  come  to  the 
rescue  of  the  Excise  officers  and  commit  such  atrocious  deeds  as  were 
referred  to  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr.Chacko,  Sir,  he  said  that 
the  peace  loving  and  law  abiding  citizens  were  unnecessarily  moles¬ 
ted  and  were  severely  thrashed  and  thus  made  their  life  uncomfor¬ 
table.  If  an  extraodinary  situation  has  arisen,  and  if  there  has  been 
any  trouble  going  on  in  that  locality  it  is  the  primary  duty  of  the 
Police  to  see  that  such  situations  are  carefully  and  tactfully  bandied 
without  giving  rise  to  terror  in  the  minds  of  the  people  at  large.  I 
am  the  last  man  to  say  that  the  smugglers  should  be  left  sect-free 
and  no  attempts  should  be  made  to  bring  them  to  book.  Butin  the 
attempts  made  in  that  direction  the  Police  could  not  take  the  law 
into  their  own  hands  and  bring  about  this  disastrous  state  of  affairs. 
A  question  was  put  by  the  leader  of  the  Progressive  Party  whether 
the  Reserve  Inspector  of  Police  was  at  the  spot  then.  Well,  Sir, 
my  information  is  that  the  Reserve  Inspector  was  not  at  the  spot 
and  he  was  away  on  duty  in  Trivandrum.  The  atrocities  were 
committed  by  the  Reserve  constables. 
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Mr .  Kottur  Kun jukrishna  Pillal :  Who  was  the  Reserve 

Inspector  of  police  ? 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib  :  Sir,  I  have  not  yielded. 

Sir,  one  can  sympathise  with  the  attempts  of  Government  as  well  as 
the  department  in  detecting  smugglers  but  they  must  see  no  room 
for  complaints  of  this  kind  are  given.  Elsewhere,  this  complaint 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  in  the  form  of  an 
adjournment  motion  and  the  very  fact  that  a  resolution  of  an  idem 
tical  nature  is  tabled  on  the  floor  of  this  House  shows  the 
magnitude  of  the  gravity  of  this  matter.  There  is  no  gainsaying 
that  there  is  strong  feeling  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  country  in 
regard  to  this  matter  and  they  are  not  satisfied  with  the  so-called 
enquiry  conducted  by  the  department.  Noboby  has  explained  in 
this  House  whether  any  dispassionate  enquiry  was  made  into  this 
occurrence.  If  a  proper  and  saisfaclory  enquiry  was  made  into  this 
matter  and  if  the  Police  Department  was  able  to  collect  evidence 
and  statements  to  find  out  the  culprits  concerned  in  this  case,  cer¬ 
tainly,  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  for  a  resolution  of  this 
kind.  The  very  fact  that  a  period  of  five  months  have  elapsed 
without  finding  out  those  who  were  really  responsible  for  the 
offence,  makes  the  need  for  a  through  enquiry  more  imperative. 
What  we  expected  was  that  the  department,  or  rather  the  head  of 
the  department,  would  look  into  the  matter  and  spot  out  those  who 
were  responsible  for  the  misbehaviour. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  Does  the  resolution  not  contain 
a  request  to  Government  that  a  non-official  enquiry  should  be  con¬ 
ducted  ? 

Mr.  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib :  Yes.  Every  resolution 
is  in  the  form  of  a  request  to  Government.  If  the  Commissioner 
had  conducted  a  satisfactory  enquiry  into  the  matter,  this  resolution 
would  not  have  been  tabled  in  this  House.  With  these  words  I 
support  the  resolution. 

Mr.  P.  I.  Simon  :  Sir,  I  support  the  resolution.  Not  one 
of  those  who  opposed  the  resolution  ever  denied  that  the  Police 
committed  excesses  at  Ramamangalam.  It  ia  almost  admitted  that 
the  Police  and  the  Excise  were  involved  in  the  excesses  committed. 
But  my  friends  Mr.  Thampi  and  Mr.  Kottur  said  that  enquiry  is 
not  necessary  because  no  useful  purpose  would  be  served  by  that 
and  because  there  was  an  enquiry  already  conducted  by  the  Police 
Commissioner.  The  enquiry  conducted  by  the  Commissioner, 
according  to  Mr.  Kottur  has  revealed  one  fact,  that  is,  no  one  came 
forward  to  give  evidence  regarding  the  excesses  committed.  I 
should  think  that  it  is  only  natural  in  view  of  the  fact  that  one  of 
the  Police  officers  who  had  a  large  share  in  the  assault  is  still  re¬ 
tained  in  the  locality.  The  local  Inspector,  in  collaboration  with 
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the  Reserve  Inspector  sent  from  Trivandrum,  is -mostly  responsible 
for  these  excesses  committed  on  the  poor  people.  If  the  local  Ins¬ 
pector  is  there  still,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  anybody 
would  come  forward  to  give  evidence  against  the  Police.  Sir,  how 
can  the  Commissioner  seek  to  do  justice  with  the  help  and  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  the  real  delinquents  in  the  matter,  ( Hear ,  hear)',  It  should 
have  been  made  possible  for  all  to  come  forward  fearlessly  and  give 
evidence.  The  Commissioner  of  Police,  as  we  all  know,  is  jealously 
guarding  his  Department.  He  is  very  careful  about-  the  safety  of 
his  subordinates.  If  any  particular  officer  is  alleged  to  have  com¬ 
mitted  excesses,  the  Commissioner  at  once  shelters  him  under  the 
plea  of  strength  in  the  execution  of  Police  functions. 

Therefore,  my  view  is  that  the  investigation  that  has  been  con' 
ducted  already  has  not  served  its  purpose  and  another  investiga¬ 
tion  or  enquiry  by  a  tribunal  constituted  by  both  officials-  and  non¬ 
officials  is,  under  the  exigencies  of  the  circumstances,  imperatively 
necessary.  However,  Sir,  not  one  voice  was  heard  denying  the 
alleged  occurrences.  Everyone  seems  to  be  agreed  that  something 
has  taken  place.  That  seems  to  be  the  general  feeling.  That  being 
so,  there  is  no  use  in  the  mere  expression  of  sympathy  by  the 
honourable  members  Mr.  Tampi  and  Mr.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai. 
We  want  something  more  substantial  than  a  mere  expression  of 
sympathy.  We  want  an  impartial  enquiry,  but  not  by  the  Head  of 
the  Department  which  stands  wholly  condemned. 

Sir,  Mr.  Ismail,  opposed  the  resolution  on  another  ground. 
He  said  that  the  action  of  the  Police  was,  in  view  of  the  smuggling 
that  is  going  on  there,  justifiable.  Sir,  it  is  wrong  and  erroneous 
to  confuse  the  smuggling  and  the  excesses  committed  by  the 
Police  Sir,  smuggling  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  excesses  by  the 
Police.  Sir,  it  was  not  the  smugglers  that-  were  assaulted  by  the 
Police.  It  would  be  a  confusion  of  ideas,  to  put  these  two  things 
together.  I  am  sure  the  Commissioner  of  Police  himself  will  not 
be  able  to  escape  from  this  erroneous  association  of  ideas.  He  will 
not  he  able  to  take  an  impartial  view  in  the  matter. 

■  Mr.  Ismail  wan  interrupted  by  Mr.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  with  a 
very  inconvenient  question.  But  Mr.  Ismail  did  not  answer  it.  He 
gave  only  a  very  evasive  answer.  I  am  sure  my  honourable  friend 
knows  who  that  Police  Inspector  was.  He  could  have  given  a 
straight  forward  reply.  He  could  have  very  well  stated  that  the 
Inspector  concerned  was  a  Muslim. 

Mr.  T.  Mahomed  Ismail :  But  that  Muslim  was  at  that 
time  in  Trivandrum- 

(Mr.  Anirudhan  stood  up  along  with  Mr.  Simon,  and  there 
were  cries  of  ‘Order,  order,’  from  among  the  members.) 
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Mr.  M.  S-  Anirudhan  :  Is  is  open  to  members  to  call 
other  members  to  order  ? 

Chairman  :  I  do  not  think  the  member  seriously  wants  a 
ruling  on  the  point.  Anyhow,  I  may  say  that  it  is  better  to  leave 
it  to  the  Chair  to  call  members  to  order. 

Mr.  P.  I.  Simon  :  Sir,  we  have  not  forgotten  how  the 
Muslims  of  Manakid  were  characterised  the  other  day  ;  and^I  may 
assure  my  friend  Mr.  Ismail  that,  if  he  had,  in  a  straightforward 
manner,  stated  that  the  Inspector  concerned  was  a  Muslim,  we 
would  not  immediately  rush  to  say  that  the  misdeeds  of  the  Police 
were  due  to  the  fact  that  a  Muslim  was  sent  there.  I  should  think 
that,  Mr.  Ismail  could  have  straightaway  answered  that  the  Ins¬ 
pector  was  a  Muslim. 

There  was  also  an  unwarranted  observation  by  Mr.  Ismail. 
He  characterised  the  respectable  citizens  of  the  frontier  as  frontier 
tribes.  (Shame.)  Sir,  the  Christians  there  do  not  belong  to  any 
aboriginal  tribes.  I  am  prepared  to  take  it  that  Mr.  Ismail  did  not 
really  mean  it,  and  'that  that  expression  inadvertently  came  out 
But,  even  after  Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  corrected  him  he  persisted  in 
saying  that  he  was  going  to  call  the  citizens  of  the  frontier  only  as 
frontier  tribes,  I  take  exception  to  what  Mr.  Ismail  said  dispara¬ 
ging  and  belittling  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  frontier. 

In  conclusion,  I  would,  for  the  acceptance  of  the  House, 
recommend  that  a  committee  composed  of  officials  and  non-officials 
be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  T.  K.  Kittan  (Vaikam,  Kottayam  and  Changamehery 
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Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  I  also  rise  to  support  the  motion.. 
Sir,  it  is  a  very  solemn  function  that  the  Police  in  every  State  have 
to  perforin.  It  is  in  their  power  to  maintain  pence  and  order-  In 
the  case  of  such  a  department,  the  moment  there  is  an  allegation 
that  the  subordinates  have  committed  excesses  and  have  assaulted 
honourable  and  peaceful  subjects  of  His  Highness  the  Maharaja, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  department  as  well  as  that  of  the  Government 
to  enquire  into  the  matter  and  see,  whether  such  allegation  is  true 
or  false.  That  is  all  what  the  resolution  demands.  The  Police 
must  be  above  suspicion  At  least  to  bring  out  that  the 
allegations  made  against  the  Police  were  false,  an  enquiry  is  highly 
essential. 

Sir,  it  has  been  suggested  that  none  of  the  aggrieved  persons 
had  lodged  any  complaint  about  the  alleged  assault.  In  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  case  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  any  individual 
would  come  forward  with  a  complaint  like  that.  In  such  matters 
affecting  a  lot  of  people,  individual  complaints  cannot  be  expected 
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Sir,  serious  allegations  have  been  made  against,  the  Police  ;  and 
there  has  been  an  adjournment  motion  on  the  matter  in  one  of  the 
previous  meetings  of  the  Legislature,  Something  has  certainly 
taken  place.  It  is  therefore  essential  that  an  impartial  enquiry  is 
made  into  the  matter-  The  Police  Commissioner  must  accept  this 
resolution  at  least  to  save  the  reputation  of  this  department. 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  Sir,  it  was  on  a  request  made 
by  the  Excise  Commissioner  that  the  Commissioner  of  Police  took 
upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  sending  the  Reserve  force.  A 
case  of  dacoity  was  reported  by  the  Excise  Officers.  The  victims 
were  the  Excise  Officers.  The  property  concerned  was  smuggled 
tobacco.  The  dacoits  were  the  smugglers.  It  took  place  on  a  cer¬ 
tain  night.  The  Excise  party  was  composed  of  nearly  a  dozen 
men.  They  had  fire  arms.  Notwithstanding  that,  they  were  over- 
powered  by  the  smugglers  and  the  seized  goods  were  re-seized  by 
the  smugglers  by  force.  The  Excise  officers  complained  to  the 
local  Police.  A  few  days  hence  the  Excise  Commissioner  approa¬ 
ched  the  Police  Commissioner  for  help,  and  said  that  there  was 
smuggling  in  that  locality  going  on  in  a  very  large  scale,  that  there 
was  great  loss  of  tobacco  revenue,  and  the  that  local  Police  were  not 
equal  to  the  task  of  subduing  the  smugglers  who  were  very  dan¬ 
gerous  characters.  Limmediately  telegraphed  to  the  Police  Inspe¬ 
ctor  at  Muvattupuzha  asking  whether  he  was  able  to  effect  the 
arrest  of  the  culprits  ;  and  the  answer  wras  in  the  negative.  It 
was  that  that  made  me  send  the  Reserve  Police  ;  because,  I  was 
firmly  of  the  opinion  that  they  alone  will  be  able  to  deal  with  the 
dangerous  characters,  these  smugglers.  Well,  Sir,  I  have  made 
some  careful  enquiries  in  the  place.  It  is  the  hive  of  smugglers. 
Every  day  there  is  illicit  manufacture  of  salt  and  illicit  manufacture 
of  intoxicating  drinks. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath ;  Is  there  illicit  manufacture  of 
salt  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  Yes,  Sir.  One  man  was  con¬ 
victed  for  the  illicit  manufacture  of  Balt  and  was  fined  Rs.  50. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  :  Is  it  illicit  manufacture  of  salt  or 
smuggling  ? 

Mf  ■  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  Sir,  I  have  already  said  that 
there  is  illicit  manufacture  of  salt. 

Mr.  P.  I.  Simon  :  Is  all  that  the  Commissioner  Is  speaking 
concerned  with  the  resolution  before  the  House  ? 

Chairman  :  This  is  an  introduction  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyagar  !  A  few  days  after,  there  was  a 
complaint  that  the  Reserve  Police' were  troubling  the  people.  What 
did  the  Commissioner  do  ?  He  did  not  depute  the  D.  S.  P.  or  the 
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A.  S.  P.  He  went  there  himself  because  he  felt  the. full  responsibility 
of  making  a  personal  investigation  in  the  matter.  What  did  he  find? 
There  were  a  number  of  allegations  and  petitions  againstithe  Reserve 
Police.  I  was  surrounded  by  a  number  of  Vakils  and  there  were 
about  300  to  400  people  around  me.  Well,  my  first  question  to 
those  who  were  there  was  whether  there  were  any  smugglers 
amongst  them.  The  answer  was  that  the  smugglers  had  already 
effected  their  escape.  I  asked  them, — “Will  you  please  tell  me  who 
those  smugglers  are”  ?  There  was  no  answer.  Then  I  read  out 
certain  names  of  smugglers  and  asked  them  whether  they  were  the 
names  of  the  smugglers.  There  was  no  answer.  Then  I  asked 
them, —“How  are  you  going  to  help  me  in  the  detection  of  the 
smugglers  and  how  are  you  going  to  co-operate  with  the  Officers”? 

Mr.  R.V-  Thomas  :  Did'the  honourable  member  enquire.— 

Mr-  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  I  do  not  yield,  Sir.  Then  I 
wanted  to  make  a  regular  enquiry.  I  told  them  “if  you  say  that 
the  Reserve  Police  made  the  assault,  I  shall  ask  them  all  to  come 
here  before  you  and  are  you  prepared  to  identify  the  people'who  you 
say  committed  the  assault  ?  They  asid  it  was  impossible  and  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  the 
Reserve  Police.  But  the  whole  party  consisted  not  only  of  the 
Reserve  Police,  but  of  other  people  as  well.  Sir,  I  have  been  re¬ 
peatedly  saying  that  there  is  a  strange  and  an  awful  mistake  and 
that  the  whole  foundation  is  shaky  and  that  a  superstructure  is 
being  sought  to  be  built  on  such  a  shaky  foundation.  This  party 
consisted  of  four  classes  of  people.  There  were  a  handful  of 
Reserve  Police,  the  local  Muvattupuzha  Police  Station  men,  the 
Excise  people  and  the  informers. 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  :  What  is  the  strength  of  the  Reserve 
Police  ? 

Chairman;  The  member  has  not  yielded  his  place. 

Mr.P.  1.  Simon  :  On  a  point  of  order.  Is  it  right  that  the 
official  member  should  not  yield  when  a  question  is  to  be  put  to 
him  ? 

Chairman :  That  is  a  matter  of  courtesy.  If  the  Police 
Commissioner  wants  to  yield  he  can.  But  he  has  got  the  right  not 
to  yield. 

Mr-  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  I  yield,  Sir, 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  ;  Will  the  honourable  member  be  plea¬ 
sed  to  state  the  number  of  the  Reserve  Police  on  duty  there? 

Mr.R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar:  26  Police  Constables.  Though 
the  party  consisted  of  four  classes  of  people  the  charge  is  against 


RESOLUTIONS  ON  MATTERS  OF  GENERAL  PUBLIC  INTEREST.  537 

only  the  Reserve  Police.  Some  of  them  were  in  uniform  and 
some  in  mufti.  There  is  no  charge  against  the  other  people. 
Though  I  said  that  I  would  bring  down  the  whole  Reserve  Police 
for  identification  by  them,  they  said  they  could  not  identify.  If 
they  had  told  me  then  and  there  we  are  able  to  identify  the  men  who 
committed  this  atrocity,  I  would  have  stayed  there  for  a  day  or 
two  or  some  days  more  if  necessary  and  exhausted  the  enquiry  and 
punished  the  miscreants.  But  that  is  not  what  actually  happened. 
There  were  half-a-dozen  vakils  among  the  people  who  were  assem¬ 
bled.  They  were  telling  me  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
identify  the  miscreants  because  some  of  them  were  in  uniform  and 
some  of  them  were  in  mufti.  Even  though  they  admitted  their 
inability  to  identify  the  miscreants,  it  is  said  that  it  is  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  Department  to  punish  after  finding  out  the  culprits. 
What  happened  next  was  that  I  entered  into  the  nature  of  the  alle¬ 
gations  that  were  made.  But  there  were  gross  exaggerations.  My 
men  were  treated  as  robber  bands  engaged  in  the  sack  and  plunder 
of  defenceless  villages.  One  allegation  was  highway  robbery,*  another 
was  house-breaking  and  theft,  These  were  the  allegations  that 
were  made, 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan  ••  May  I  know  from  the  honourable 
member  whether  the  Reserve  Police  did  not  do  any  act  of  violence? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  The  honourable  member  has 
read  through  my  repeated  answers.  I  say  that  something  really 
has  happened.  I  do  not  say  that  nothing  has  happened.  But  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  people  who  make  the  allegation  to  prove  the  alle¬ 
gation.  If  you  say  that  there  should  be  public  safety,  should  there 
not  be  service  safety  ?  When  there  is  evidence  wanting,  even  the 
worst  criminal  is  allowed  to  go  free.  Even  though  a  criminal  may 
be  morally  liable,  when  there  is  no  legal  evidence,  the  Judge  acquits 
the  accused  and  the  public  praise  the  Judge  for  that  acquittal.  Such 
is  the  mentality  of  the  lawyers.  When  such  is  the  case,  when  there 
is  no  evidence  forthcoming,  when  the  identity  cannot  be  established 
and  there  is  so  much  of  exaggeration  and  the  foundation  itself  is 
loose,  what  do  you  expect  me  to  do  ? 

Mr.  K.  M.  Korah  :  May  I  know  from  the  honourable  mem¬ 
ber  whether  it  could  not  be  one  among  the  Reserve  Police  who 
committed  the  assault  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar :  Admitting  that  it  must  be  one 
of  the  25,  what  is  the  next  thing  to  be  done.  One  of  the  25. 
But  who  is  that  one  ?  I  am  prepared  to  punish  that  one,  but  who 
is  that  one  ?  How  is  he  to'  be  known  ?  Well,  Sir,  there  is  no 
definiteness  about,  the  allegations.  If  two  of  the  25  are  the  culprits, 
who  are  those  two  ? 
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Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  :  May  I  know  whether  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  did  not  question  each  of  these  25  Reserve  Police? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  I  did  not  understand  the 
honourable  member. 

Mr.  R.  V.  T  homas  :  May  I  know  from  the  Commissioner 
whether  he  made  a  sort  of  internal  departmental  enquiry  on  the 
members  of  the  Reserve  Police  force  to  find  out  who  the  real 
culprits  or  culprits  were  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar :  Sir,  does  the  honourable 
member  really  think  that  the  Commissioner  would  not  have  tried 
his  best  to  ascertain  who  the  culprits  were  ?  Does  the  honourable 
member  really  believe  that  the  Policeman  is  likely  to  come  forward 
and  confess  before  the  Commissioner  ?  Is  it  the  case  with  all  the 
accused  ?  Is  it  the  case  that  the  lawyers  advise  the  accused  to 
confess?  No'  But  I  did  my  best.  The  only  difficulty  is  about 
the  identity.  I  have  been  repeatedly  saying  that  and  I  challenged  a 
member  to  establish  the  identity.  Though  five  months  have 
elapsed,  the  identity  has  not  been  established.  When  that  is  the 
case,  what  is  a  committee  going  to  do?  Are  they  going  to  esta¬ 
blish  the  identity,  when  during  all  these  five  months  there  have 
been  no  witnesses  coming  forth  to  establish  the  identity  ?  Is  not 
the  five  months  sufficient  time  for  the  people  to  come  forward  and 
establish  the  identity  if  they  can  ?  Where  are  the  witnesses  even 
now  ?  Sir,  I  was  the  earliest  officer  who  went  to  the  place  soon 
after  information  was  received.  1  am  the  most  responsible  officer 
in  charge  of  public  safety  and  the  reply  that  such  an  officer  got 
from  the  people  to  the  question  whether  they  were  able  to  identify 
the  culprits  was  that  they  were  unable.  That  is  the  attitude  of  the 
people  and  the  way  in  which  they  co-operate  with  the  Government. 
Even  yesterday  a  member  stood  up  and  said  in  reply  to  a  question 
that  it  was  impossible  to  identify.  If  that  is  the  case,  what  is  the 
use  of  appointing  a  committee  and  what  is  that  committee  goings 
to  do.  Do  you  think  I  am  not  interested  in  the  safety  of  the 
people  or  that  I  am  not  interested  in  equiring  into  the  alleged 
wrongs  done  to  the  people,  innocent  people  as  you  call  them  ? 
Whether  they  were  innocent  people  or  actual  smugglers  is  a  matter 
that  is  in  dispute.  If  the  people  of  the  locality  were  interested  in 
co-operating  with  the  Government  in  finding  out  the  culprits,  why 
were  they  silent  when  I  ..was  there  on  the  spot  ?  Why  not  they  go 
to  me  and  say,  — “  We  can  identify  the  persons,  but  we  are  afraid  of 
doing  so  because  then  we  will  be  troubled.” 
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Mr,  M.  S.  Anirudhan  :  May  I  know  the  reason  why 
the  people  refused  to  give  evidence  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  It  was  because  they  were 
unable.  They  had  to  prove  what  had  not  happened.  That  was 
the  real  trouble.  I  did  not  take  any  Police  with  me.  I  was  there 
alone.  I  was  not  even  in  my  uniform.  I  was  only  in  mufti  and 
there  was  no  fear  at  all  for  them  to  approach  me  and  tell  me 
the  truth  and  produce  the  evidence. 

Mr-  N.  Abdur  Rahiman  Sahib ;  How  is  the  evidence 
adduced  generally  in  such  matters  by  the  Police  ? 

Mr.  R-  Pitchu  Aiyangar:  The  evidence  in  this  case  is  to  be 
adduced  by  the  people  and  not  by  the  Police-  The  party  to  adduce 
the  evidence  is  the  party  who  is  the  victim  of  the  assault.  In  this 
case  there  was  the  difficulty  of  getting  evidence.  The  party  say. — 
“VYe  are  prepared  to  charge  the  Police  with  any  number  of  offences 
in  the  penal  code.  It  is  for  you  to  find  out  the  truth  and  we  are 
not  prepared  to  speak  the  plain  truth.  We  are  not  able  to  identify 
the  culprits.  It  is  for  you  to  find  out  who  the  accused  are  and 
what  really  happened-”  That  is  the  position  in  which  the  poor 
Commissioner  was  placed.  What  could  he  do?  That  is  the 
position  even  to-day.  Yesterday  an  honourable  member  when 
mentioning  the  Karunagapalli  incident  said  that  the  Commissioner 
was  yielding  to  agitation  in  punishing  his  men,  and  to-day  the 
Commissioner  is  charged  with  not  taking  action  against  his  sub¬ 
ordinates.  It  was  stated  here  that  the  Police  Commissioner  was 
unnecessarily  supporting  his  men  in  their  misbehaviour.  After  all, 
this  is  an  incident  that  happened  about  5  months  back.  This  was 
represented  many  times  in  the  Press  and  platforms  in  this  Council 
and  in  other  places  and  I  wish  that  this  will  be  the  final  thing  on 
the  matter.  All  that  lias  been  possible  has  already  been  done  by 
the  Police  Commissioner. 

Mr.  M-  S.  Anirudhan  :  In  the  face  of  the  fact  that  the 
Police  were  unable  to  get  at  the  culprits,  may  I  know  whether  the 
Commissioner  objects  for  appointing  a  non-official  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  Any  number  of  committees 
appointed  for  this  purpose  will  be  helpless  and  useless. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Anirudhan :  May  I  know  whether  the  Com 
missioner  supports  this  resolution  or  opposes  it  f 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  :  I  oppose  the  resolution. 
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Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  l  Sir,  the  honourable  member,  Mr. 
Pitchu  Aiyangar  has  been  answering  me  and  I  feel  that  his  argu- 
ments  are  mere  sophistry.  He  said  that  if  the  people  were  able  to 
identify  the  Policemen  who  assaulted  them,  he  could  take  action 
in  the  matter.  If  the  Commissioner  removes  or  changes  his  turban 
it  may  be  difficult  for  me  to  identify  him.  Even  if  he  changes  his 
seat  in  the  Council  Hall,  I  may  find  it  difficult  to  identify  him. 
Then  how  is  it  possible  for  me  or  others  to  identify  offenders 
among  the  strange  Reserve  Police  who  were  a  good  many  in  number 
and  without  uniforms.  The  detection  of  offenders  should  not 
depend  entirely  on  the  ability  of  the  complainants  to  identify  them. 
If  the  Commissioner  admits  helplessness  to  find  out  the  offenders 
among  his  own  men  without  the  help  of  the  people  it  is  indeed  a 
very  pitiable  condition.  He  challenges  others  to  identify  the 
offenders  among  his  men.  If  the  Police  were  assaulted  by  the 
people  would  the  Commissioner  have  taken  up  this  attitude. 
Would  he  have  said  that  no  action  could  be  taken  since  the  Police 
are  not  able  to  identify  the  assailants  ?  Is  it  not  certain  that  the 
Police  would  make  somebody  responsible  for  the  assault  ?  How 
much  easier  should  it  be  for  him  to  examine  his  own  men  and  get 
out  of  them  who  the  culprits  (among  them  are  ?  Again,  if  some 
people  assault  others  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Police  force,  the 
Police  are  able  to  find  out  who  are  the  assailants  ?  But  when  the 
offenders  are  the  Police,  the  Commissioner  pleads  utter  helpless¬ 
ness  and  throws  the  duty  on  the  people? 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar*  The  Excise  men  were  assaulted. 
They  were  able  to  indentify  I  he  people.  On  account  of  this  Police- 
men  had  to  bring  the  culprits  from  the  houses  of  certain  honour¬ 
able  members.  That  is  what  happened. 

Mr-  N.  V.  Chacko  :  Sir,  when  the  people  are  assaulted  by 
the  Police  it  has  not  been  possible  for  the  Commissioner  to  find  out 
evidence  to  punish  his  own  men.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  to  find  out  such  evidence  at  least  from  among  his  own  men. 
He  says  that  he  is  not  able  to  take  proper  action  in  the  matter. 
That  is  because  the  evidence  depends  entirely  on  the  quality  of  his 
men.  If  his  men  will  not  give  any  evidence  that  shows  the  low 
morality  of  the  Police.  I  am  sory  to  find  that  the  moral  sense  of 
the  Police  is  very  much  below  that  of  the  common  people. 

Mr.  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar  *  It  is  for  the  people  to  produce 
evidence.  If  that  is  forthcoming  then  the  Commissioner  can  take 
action. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  Because  the  criminals  happened  to  be 
amongst  the  members  of  the  Police  the  Commissioner  is  unable  to 
find  out  the  offenders-  I  think  it  is  rather  due  to  his  unwillingness 
to  get  at  the  truth. 
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Then  the  Commissioner  referred  to  a  case  of  dacoity.  It  is  a 
big  word.  I  will  tell  you  what  might  have  happened.  Some  peo¬ 
ple  purchased  tobacco  in  the  Cochin  State  in  the  night  and  took  it 
to  Travancore  territory.  Some  Excise  people  found  it  out  and 
tried  to  get  possession  of  the  tobacco.  The  smugglers  finding  that 
the  Excise  force  was  very  small  tried  to  escape  with  the  tobacco 
which  they  had  purchased.  A  smuggler  has  no  legal  right  to 
escape  with  the  smuggled  article'  But  it  is  only  human  for  people, 
to  try  to  save  their  property.  Their  real  fault  is  that  they  are 
smugglers.  It  was  just  like  the  case  of  thieves  trying  to  escape 
with  the  things  stolen  even  when  they  have  to  endanger  the  lives 
of  the  owners.  I  am  not  justifying  the  smugglers.  The  incident 
has  been  exaggerated  by  the  Excise  men.  It  may  be  that  the 
smugglers  found  that  the  only  way  to  save  their  tobacco  from  the 
Excise  people  was  by  fighting  them  with  throwing  stones  as  one 
might  scare  away  monkeys.  Can  the  Reserve  Police  go  and  assault 
the  people  in  cold  blood  and  without  provocation  in  broad  day  light 
either  on  the  public  roads  or  their  houses  even  if  they  are  smug¬ 
glers  ?  The  Reserve  Police  never  wanted  to  arrest  those  whom  they 
assaulted  and  they  did  not  care  to  identify  them.  They  were  asked 
after  the  assault  to  run  away  if  they  could.  The  ordinary  people 
do  not  even  know  that  smuggling  is  taking  place.  No  satisfactory 
or  impartial  enquiry  has  been  made  as  yet.  That  is  why  I  want  an 
enquiry  to  be  made  into  it  by  an  impartial  committee.  The  assaults 
took  place  in  localities  near  Ramangalam  and  similar  assaults  are 
being  repeated  in  other  places  also.  It  is  good  that  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  has  consideration  for  his  men-  But  he  should  love  justice 
and  the  people  of  Travancore  more.  He  should  dispose  of  com¬ 
plaints  against  his  men  in  a  disinterested  and  dispassionate  manner. 
He  failed  to  do  so.  There  is  no  use  of  jugglery  aud  that  is  why  I 
pray  for  an  impartial  enquiry  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Commissioner  next  referred  to  the  illicit  manufacture  of 
salt  in  that  locality.  He  might  have  as  well  referred  to  manufac¬ 
ture  of  gold  there.  He  asked  me  point  out  the  real  smugglers 
over  and  over  again.  I  do  not  think  it  is  my  duty  to  point  out  the 
offenders  and  I  do  not  know  the  identity  of  any  of  the  culprits.  I 
ask  the  honourable  members  whether  they  could  point  out  all  or 
any  of  the  offenders  in  any  particular  locality.  What  is  the  duty 
of  the  Police  if  they  are  unable  to  find  out  offenders  among  them¬ 
selves,  but  only  go  on  continuously  challenging  others  to  find  out 
the  culprits  among  the  Police.  It  is  enough  if  the  people  do  not 
abet  or  take  part  in  the  offence  in  any  way.  It  is  enough  if  they 
are  law-abiding.  They  have  to  give  evidence  only  when  they  are 
called  upon  ■  to  do  so.  It  is  not  right  to  expect  that  the  people 
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should  detect  the  smugglers  and  hand  them  over  to  the  Police. 
People  cannot  be  expected  to  give  up  their  responsibilities  and 
duties  to  lie  in  wait  for  the  smugglers  in  the  night.  The  Commis¬ 
sioner  suggests  that  probably  the  party  of  his  men  and  the  party  of 
the  people  met.  There  is  no  foundation  for  that  wild  guess.  There 
were  no  parties  of  the  people  and  none  of  the  victims  ever  resisted 
the  Police  or  did  anything  to  provoke  them  in  any  way.  The 
assaults  were  most  callous  and  cold-blooded.  The  Commissioner 
compalins  that  the  smugglers  were  not  handed  over  by  the  people. 
It  is  very  bad  on  his  part  to  make  such  wild  allegations.  He  is 
very  prudent  with  regard  to  his  men-  Is  there  anybody  in  those 
parts  who  has  got  control  or  custody  of  any  of  the  smugglers.  If 
the  Commissioner  knows  that  anybody  is  in  a  position  to  hand  over 
smugglers,  he  must  have  been  able  to  extract  all  those  smugglers 
from  where  they  are  hidden.  We  ask  him  to  give  out  the  culprits 
among  his  men.  Has  he  done  so  till  now  ?  There  is  no  meaning 
in  his  sheltering  the  offenders  among  his  men  and  making  ground¬ 
less  and  wild  allegations  against  the  subjects  of  His  Highness  the 
Maharaja. 

The  Commissioner  alleges  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  refer  to  the 
assailants  as  the  Reserve  Police  and  that  the  party  consisted  of 
several  denominations  of  subordinates  under  him  and  the  Excise 
Department.  People  call  the  assailants  as  “Idivandi’’  (©siaim-al). 
The  Commissioner  cannot  take  shelter  under  such  technical  grounds. 

The  Commissioner  seems  to  have  an  irrepressible  contempt  for 
the  lawyers  as  a  class.  He  has  been  repeatedly  referring  to 
them  in  contempt.  It  is  perhaps  better  that  I  do  not  say  more  on 
it.  The  Commissioner  admits  that  the  offenders  among  his  men 
will  not  speak  the  truth.  That  they  Icannot  be  expected  to  speak 
the  truth.  He  consoles  himself  by  saying  that  all  accused  and 
lawyers  would  not  be  speaking  the  truth.  It  is  too  sweeping  a 
statement  to  be  true. 

The  Commissioner  finds  fault  with  exaggerations  in  the  com¬ 
plaints.  He  might  as  well  find  fault  with  minimisations  also  in 
complaints.  It  is  not  possible  to  draw  up  complaints  without  omit¬ 
ting  anything  or  exaggerating  in  the  least,  Bui;  that  is  no  reason 
to  throw  out  complaints.  The  Commissioner  and  others  stressed 
that  five  months  have  elapsed  and  yet  nobody  has  been  able  to 
identify  the  offending  members  of  the  Police.  That  is  mere  sop¬ 
histry.  Were  the  people  told  that  they  are  given  five  months’  time 
to  find  out  men  among  the  Reserve  Police  who  committed  the 
atrocities  ?  Did  the  people  ask  for  time  for  that  purpose  p  Was 
any  second  of  these  five  months  spent  by  anybody  in  an  attempt  to 
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identify  the  offenders?  Was  not  the  Commissioner. told  that  he 
must  make  his  duty  to  find  out  the  assailants  and  that  the  honest 
people  who  were  assaulted  could  not  identify  the  strange  Police 
without  uniforms  ?  What  attempt  did  the  Commissioner  make  to 
identify  the  offenders  ?  Is  it  not  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out 
the  offenders  that  an  enquiry  is  now  prayed  for  ?  The  Police  will 
say  that  in  spite  of  the  complaints  to  the  Commissioner  of  Police, 
to  the  District  Magistrate,  to  the  Dewan,  etc.,  and  in  spite  of  the 
ventilations  of  their  grievances  in  the  Press,  in  Public  meetings  and 
in  the  Legislatures,  nothing  could  come  out  of  them.  The  Police 
would  grow  more  reckless  and  assault  people  more  wantonly  here¬ 
after  taking  that  the  silence  of  the  responsible  authorities  means  a 
sanction  and  a  license  to  them  to  go  on  as  they .  please  and  to  repeat 
their  atrocities  in  a  more  challenging  fashion.  The  grievances  of 
the  people  are  not  redressed  and  their  complaints  are  not  heard. 
The  people  wonder  if  they  are  given  up  by  the  Government,  and 
God  alone  is  left  for  them. 

I  am  thankful  to  Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  for  his  sym¬ 
pathetic  words  and  I  shall  tell  the  people  of  my  constituency  of 
those  kind  expressions.  However,  I  will  ask  them  not  to  follow 
his  example  but  to  support  him  in  all  ways,  whenever  he  may  have 
occasion  to  complain  against  the  atrocities  of  the  Police.  They 
will  certainly  be  ready  to  express  their  sympathy  not  in  words  only, 
but  in  action  also. 

Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  referred  in  a  very  interesting  manner 
to  the  frontier  respectabilities.  I  do  not  know'whether  he  did  so 
in  praise  or  in  condemnation.  Whether  it  is  an  insinuation  or  not 
does  not  concern  me.  He  seems  to  make  the  members  responsible 
for  all  the  crimes  and  offences  of  their  constituency.  He  asks  me 
to  improve  the  smugglers  of  the  frontier  parts  and  to  find  out 
smuggling.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  my  duty  to  do  all  that. 
Studying  the  literature  concerned  with  the  Council  matters  and 
attending  the  Council  are  sufficient  work  for  me  as  a  member.  I  can¬ 
not  go  about  preventing  and  detecting  crimes.  I  want  to  know  if 
Mr.  Balakrishnan  Tampi  will  hold  himself  responsible  for  all  the 
crimes  of  his  constituency  like  murder,  bribery,  bigamy,  etc.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  Police  to  find  out  and  prevent  crimes.  If  the  De¬ 
partment  is  abolished  and  if  all  the  honourable  members  are  willing 
to  undertake  the  duties  of  the  Police  Department,  then  I  too  will 
share  iny  responsibility  which  will  be  only  one  by  thirty-seven  of 
the  whole.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Excise  to  prevent  and  detect 
smuggling.  There  is  no  meaning  in  the  cry  of  the  Excise  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  Police  Commissioner  that  the  people  of  a  locality  are 
responsible  for  preventing  and  detecting  smuggling.  Agricultural 
population  of  the  State  have  to  be  working  incessantly  in  their  fields 
and  gardens. 
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Mr.  T,  Mahomed  Ismail  imagined  that  the  people 
might  have  terrified  the  Reserve  Police  and  referred  to  them  as  the 
wild  and  unruly  people  of  the  Northern  frontier  of  British  India. 
But  the  people  of  Aikkaranad  and  surrounding  places  are  very  loyal 
and  law  abiding. 

Chairman  :  You  have  only  one  minute  more. 

Mr.  N.  V.  Chacko  :  That  is  quite  ‘sufficient  for  me.  The 
people  of  these  places  are  agriculturists  and  are  among  the  nicest 
people  in  the  world.  I  may  add  that  I  am  not  sorry  that  I  did  not 
influence  the  aggrieved  to  put  in  complaints  in  Courts.  _  Somebody 
challenged  me  that  nobody  is  coming  forward  to  give  evidence.  At 
least  70  people  are  ready  to  march  to  Trivandrum  to  give  evidence. 
But  who  is  there  to  take  evidence  and  where  ?  If  you  call  all  the 
people  smugglers,  as  I  said  already,  it  would  amount  to  admitting 
that  ours  is  a  Government  of  smugglers.  I  press  the  resolution  for 
a  division.  Let  us  see  how  honourable  members  respond  to  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  people. 

Mr-  Kottur  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  ;  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order,  Sir.  Is  such  a  threat  allowed  ?  The  honourable  member  says 
“Let  us  see  how  the  members  respond”.  Is  that  allowable? 

Chairman  :  It  is  not  relevant,  that  is  all.  The  resolution 
was  put  to  vote  and  lost. 

Mr.  R.  V.  Thomas  '•  I  demand  a  poll. 

A  poll  was  taken  with  the  following  result: 

AYES  9. 


1  Mr.  Abdul  Tayeb  Sheik 

Kadir  Bhoy. 

2  „  M.  S.  Anirudhau 

3  „  N.  Abdur  Kahiman  Sahib 

4  „  K.  M.  Korah 

NOES 

1  Mr.  Kottur  Kunjukrishna 

Pillai 

2  „  James  Fletcher 

3  ,,  K.  R.  Elankath 

4  ,,  P.  R.  Godavarma  Raja 

5  „  Nedumangad 

R.  Kesavan  Nair 

6  ,,  Padiyara  Joseph  Kunju 

7  „  A.  Easwara  Pillai 
3  „  Kochikal  P.  Bala- 

-  krishnan  Tampi 
9  „  M.  K.  Ananthasiva  Aiyar 


5  Mr,  N.  V.  Chacko 
f»  „  R.  Y.  Thomas 

7  ,,  P.  I.  Simon 

8  „  T-  K.  Kittan 

9  „  K.  K.  Kuruvilla 
25 

10  Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham 

Pillai 

11  Mrs.  Abernam  Gnanasikha- 

mony 

12  Mr.  C.  N.  Thuppan  Nam- 

pudiri 

13  „  Kallur  Narayana  Pillai 

14  „  T.  Mahomed  Ismail 

15  „  Haji  Hassan  Yacob  Sait 

16  „  K,  George 

17  ,,  Rao  Bahadur  A. 

Rangasvami  Aiyar 
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18  „  K.  R.  Narayana  Aiyar 

19  „  M.  Govinda  Pillai 

20  Rao  Bahadur  Rajyaseva- 

nirata  Dr.  N.  Kunjan 
Pillai 


21  Mr.  G.  B.  E*  Truscott 

22  „  P.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 

23  ,,  R.  Pitchu  Aiyangar 
C.  Kumara  Das 
Kayalam  Paramesvaran 

Pillai 


24 

25 

NEUTRAL  1. 


Mr.  Erie  Hall 

The  resolution  was  declared  lost,  9  voting  for  the  resolution, 
25  against  and  one  remaining  neutral. : 


REDUCTION  OF  TAX  ON  WET  LANDS  IN  NANJINAD. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai  =  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  the 
following  resolution  : 

*•  This  Council  recommends  to  the  Government  that,  on  account  oi  the 
peouliar  conditions  prevailing  in  Nanjinad,  tax  on  all  wet  lands, 
inclusive  of  water-rat6,  be  reduoed  by  fifty  per  cent  til]  the  next  re¬ 
settlement  Is  effected. 

Believe  me,  Sir,  when  I  say  that  there  is  widespread  discon¬ 
tent  among  the  agricultural  population  in  Nanjinad. 

(At  this  stage  the  President  took  the  Chair.) 

The  people  are  not  after  securing  adequate  representation  in 
the  Legislature  or  an  adequate  share  of  the  loaves  and  fishes  of 
office.  Their  discontent  is  that  the  Government  are  not  taking 
stock  of  their  actual  miserable  condition  but  go  on  realising  tax 
without  any  regard  whatever  to  their  miserable  condition  of  the 
people  and  their  utter  inaoility  to  pay  same.  I  may  boldly  assert 
that  neither  the  Government  nor  the  public  outside  are  really  aware 
of  the  actual  condition  of  the  people  of  Nanjinad.  There  is  even 
misunderstanding  and  misconception  of  the  actual  situation.  The 
misunderstanding  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  people  are  not  voci¬ 
ferous.  To  those  who  are  prone  to  agitate  for  loaves  and  fishes  of 
office  and  for  such  other  small  matters  it  will  be  really  surprising 
if  they  are  told  that  the  vital  and  the  real  problem  in  Nanjinad  is 
one  of  life  and  death  struggle. 

The  agriculturists  of  Nanjinad  were  contended  so  long  as  they 
were  able  to  get  a  bare  maintenance  from  the  land.  But  owing  to 
the  fall  in  the  price  of  paddy  and  other  causes,  they  are  not  able  to 
eke  out  a  bare  existence  from  the  land.  They  have  now  begun  to 
feel  the  pinch  of  poverty  and  burdensome  taxation. 

Sir,  I  have  several  times  dwelt  upon  the  burdensome  taxation. 
The  maximum  tax  is  Rs>  35  which  is  unknown  to  the  civilised 
world.  It  will  be  shocking  to  the  outsiders  to  hear  that  such  a  high 
rate  of  tax  exist  in  Nanjinad, 
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Mr.  K.  George:  What  is  the  extent  of  land  on  which  such 
a  tax  is  levied  ? 

Mr.  V.  5.  Arumukham  Pillai  :  Nearly  one -eighth.  Sir, 
Rs.  35  is  the  maximum  tax.  There  are  lands  which  pay  even  more. 
Sreepandaravagai  lands  bear  a  tax  of  Rs.  52.  On  the  other  hand 
thereare  also  lands  which  pay  only  Re.  1  or  Rs.  2.  At  a  former 
meeting- of  the  Council  (Yol.  Ill  No.  5 — page  252)  the  Land  Re¬ 
venue  Commissioner  himself  admitted  that  the  average  tax  in  Aga- 
atisvaram  is  Rs.  20  and  in  Tovala  Rs-  14  chs,  li).  What  is  the 
margin  of  profit  Almost  nil  in  several  cases.  The  Economic 
Depression  Committee  has  given  in  their  report  the  cost  of  cultiva¬ 
tion  in  Nanjinad  and  the  average  yield  per  acre.  The  minimum 
cost  of  production,  according  to  them,  is  Rs-  76  and  the  .average 
yield  is  24  kottahs  per  acre.  From  this  you  can  imagine  what  will 
be  the  margin  of  profit.  The  prevailing  rate  at  present  is  Rs.  5  per 
-kottah.  From  this  it  may  be  seen  on  proper  calculation  that  the 
margin  of  profit  over  lauds  paying  Rs.  35  is  almost  nil.  In  lill 
Kumbhom,  the  yield  even  according-  to  the  Land  Revenue  Commis¬ 
sioner  is  only  6|  kottahs.  The  average  tax  according  to  him  is  Rs. 
20.  Taking  the  minimum  cost  of  cultivation  according  to  Economic 
Depression  Committee,  what  will  be  the  margin  of  profit.  We  find 
it  is  nil.  Only  in  lands  which  bear  seven  or  more  rupees,  there 
can  be  a  small  margin  just  sufficient  for  bare  maintenance.  It 
would  be  found  that  the  taxation  in  Nanjinad  defies  all  canons  and 
principles  of  taxation.  The  fundamental  principles  of  taxation  is 
that  it  must  bear  a  reasonable  proportion  to  the  net  income  from 
the  land.  From  the  figure  I  have  given,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
tax  in  Nanjinad  is  quite  out  of  proportion  to  the  income.  You 
can  see  whether  the  tax  is  in  proportion  to  the  gross  produce.  Now 
the  price  of  paddy  has  fallen  down  by  50  per  cent.  Now  the  ryot 
has  therefore  to  sell  double  the  quantity  of  paddy  to  pay  the  tax 
which  he  was  paying-  To  meet  the  taxation,  he  has  to  give 
double  the  former  quantity  of  paddy. 

Sir,  the  Indian  Taxation  Enquiry  Committee  fixed  one-fourth 
the  net  income  as  tax.  In  the  present  case  it  is  not  one -fourth  or 
even  half  but  it  is  full  in  most  cases.  How  can  the  ryots  who  pay 
Rs.  25  and  Rs,  35  can  get  on  7  As  I  said  the  other  day  the  ryots 
have  nothing  with  them  except  the  jewels  which  their  women  were 
wearing.  Now  they  had  to  sell  even  those  jewels  in  order  to  pay 
the  tax  since  otherwise  their  lands  would  be  auctioned  away. 
Honourable  members  were  telling  us  how  the  pages  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Gazette  have  swelled  up. 
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In  the  Thovala  taluk  alone  last  month  a  lot  of  valuable  lands, 
lands  which  were  being  sold  at  Ks.  2,000  and  3000  per  acre  have 
been  sold  away  for  nominal  prices  out  of  sheer  inability  to  pay  the 
tax.  I  wrote  to  the  Tahsildar  about  the  extent  of  land  that 
has  been  sold  and  the  prices  for  which  they  were  sold-  I  have  not 
received  any  reply  till  now.  Since  it  was  ton  late  to  send  in  in¬ 
terpellations  I  wrote  to  the  Tahsildar  about  it-  But  I  have  not 
received  any  reply  as  yet.  I  think  it  was  because  he  was  ashamed 
to  give  the  information.  That  is  the  position  of  the  ryots  in  Nanji¬ 
nad,  The  selling  of  lands  means  destroying  capital.  It  is  not  out 
of  income  that  the  government  are  realising  the  tax  from  the  ryots. 
They  are  killing  the  capital,  their  very  resources.  These  lands 
have  not  been  sold  for  arrears  of  tax  but  for  the  tax  due  for  the 
last  harvest,  that  is  Kumbhom  crop.  That  is  the  pitiable  position 
of  the  Naujinad  ryots.  I  ask  is  it  fair  and  equitable.  I  pray  that 
a  drastic  change,  a  thorough  revolution,  is  necessary  in  order  to 
protect  and  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  ryots  of  Nanjinad.  As  I 
said,  this  heavy  taxation,  this  burdensome  taxation,  we  can  put  up 
with,  but  not  the  inequality  of  taxation  about  which  I  have  dealt 
with  during  the  discussion  on  the  Land  Revenue  Demand.  In 
this  connection,  I  beg  to  submit  that  about  one-fifth  of  the  tax  that 
is  realised  from  Nanjinad  is  illegal  and  arbitrary.  There  is  no  justi¬ 
fication  for  the  Government  to  realise  about  one-fifth  of  the 
portion  of  the  land  tax  that  is  being  realised  from  Nanjinad. 

I  may  be  excused  if  Ii  say  that  one-fifth  of  the  land  tax 
realised  from  Nanjinad  is  in  excess  of  what  is  legally  and 
legitimately  due  from  the  ryots.  That  is  due  to  a  wrong 
calculation,  a  clear  mistake,  committed  by  the  Government  in  the 
process  of  adjusting  para  measurement  in  terms  of  Nanjinad  kottah 
and  marakkal  for  the  purpose  of  commutation.  Instead  of  calcula¬ 
ting  a  kottah  as  7  paras  and  2  edangalis,  without  any  foundation 
whatever  Government  have  fixed  it  at  8  paras  and  edangalis, 
and  basing  on  this  mistake  Government  have  been  realising  for  the 
last  several  years  nearly  one-fifth  of  what  is  more  than  legitimately 
clue  from  the  ryots.  The  matter  has  been  represented  for  the  last- 
10  or  15  'years.  The  fact  of  this  burdensome  taxation  and  the 
utter  inability  of  the  tax  payers  to  pay  the  tax  have  been  represent¬ 
ed  to  the  Government  very  often  and  the  reply  given  by  the  Land 
Revenue  Commissioner  is  that  Government  will  redress  the 
grievance  at  the  time  of  the  next  settlement,  Our  resettlement 
is  overdue-  The  last  settlement  was  done  more  than  50  years  ago. 
The  poor  ryots  of  the  Nanjinad  want  re-settlement.  I  am  sure  it 
will  be  opposed  by  the  rest  of  the,  people.  They  do  not  want  it 
because  it  is  not  to  their  interest.  The  solitary  member  from 
Naujinad,  when  he  says  that  they  want  re-Bettlement»  the  Govern¬ 
ment  will  reply  that  they  will  redress  the  grievance  at  the  time  o£ 
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re-settlement.  When  asked  when  we  are  going  to  have  re-settle- 
ment  the  reply  is  ‘very  soon’.  The  Commissioner  has  been  saying 
this  to  me  very  often.  Even  now  there  is  no  prospect  of  a  re¬ 
settlement.  We  do  not  find  any  provision  in  the  Budget  for  a  re¬ 
settlement.  Whether  it  be  by  re-settlement  or  not,  by  adopting 
the  rules  and  practice  which  have  been  followed  previously,  or  by 
any  other  definite  arrangement  or  scheme  a  re-organisation  of 
land  Revenue  system  should  be  effected  for  an  equitable  distribu¬ 
tion  of  tax  burdens.  My  humble  request  is  that  re-settlement  must 
be  effected  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity.  Till  then,  we  must 
be  granted  at  least  50  per  cent  reduction  in  tax  just  to  enable  us  to 
live.  As  shown  by  facts  and  figures  it  is  impossible  for  the  poor 
ryots  to  live,  Lands  are  their  only  salvation.  They  have  to  live 
or  die  with  lands.  Their  only  occupation  is  paddy  cultivation. 
They  depend  entirely  upon  paddy  cultivation.  They  have  no 
rubber,  tea,  or  cardamons  cultivation.  They  cannot  encroach  for 
plantations. 

President :  That  is  a  new  profession. 

Mr.  V-  S.  Arumukham  Pillai :  We  had  a  lot  of  discus- 

sion  about  smuggling,  encroachments  into  the  forests  and  other 
things  during  these  days.  All  these  are  nevr  professions.  The 
poor  ryots  in  Nanjinad  do  not  know  any  of  these  things.  They 
are  starving.  The  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  will  bring  forward 
theusaul  stock  argument  this  time  also.  That  is,  what  do  we  gain 
by  this  remission  ?  Each  individual  will  gain  only  8  or  10 
chackrams,  but  on  the  other  hand,  Government  will  lose  a  great 
deal.  That  has  been  the  stock  argument  that  he  has  been  advancing 
always.  I  submit  that  if  that  is  going  to  be  the  argument  this 
time  also,  it  is  not  applicable  to  the  condition  in  Nanjinacl.  He  has 
said  that  more  than  55  per  cent  of  the  people  pay  only  one  rupee 
and  so  what  is  the  use  of  a  remission  of  50  per  cent.  That  argu¬ 
ment  is  not  applicable  to  Naujinad  because  taxation  there,  as  I  said; 
is  Rs.  25  and  Rs.  35  and  more  per  acre.  If  50  per  cent  reduction  is 
obtained,  a  family  consisting  of  2  or  3  children,  can  find  food.  In 
conclusion  I  beg  to  submit  that  this  heavy  taxation  has  been  the 
cause  of  our  ruin  that  has  been  the  cause  for  reducing  us  to  this 
economic  slavery. 

Economically  considered  we  ale  really  slaves.  We  have  to 
bow  down  our  heads  when  we  see  people  in  other  parts  of  the 
State.  This  has  brought  about  the  demoralisation  in  agriculture 
also.  It  has  got  a  bad  effect  on  agricultural  operations.  The 
Government  have  been  trying  to  drain  away  their  resources  in  the 
name  of  taxation.  I  shall  conclude  by  quoting  in  defence  of  my 
case  a  solemn  statement  made  bv  Gokhale.  He  says : — 


RESOLUTIONS  ON  MATTERS  OF  GENERAL  PUBLIC  INTEREST.  549 

“Whatever  loss  of  revenue  such  a  measure  may  cause  directly  to 
the  State  will  be  more  than  indirectly  made  up  by  a  material  im¬ 
provement  in  the  condition  of  the  people.” 

I  shall  also  quote  Mr.  0.  Conor.  He  says  — 

“I  have  litte  doubt  that  any  reduction  in  land  revenue  would  be 
offer  more  value  in  the  Improvement  of  the  clan  who  constitute 
the  bulk  of  the  population  and  who  contribute  more  largely  to  the 
finances  of  the  State.” 

Sir,  I  submit  that  in  the  interest  o£  agriculture,  in  the  interests 
of  paddy  cultivation,  in  the  interests  of  j; addy  which  is  the  staple 
food  for  the  country,  and  out  of  pity  for  the  poor  ryots  of  Nanji- 
nad,  at  least  50  per  cent,  reduction  should  be  made  That  is  a 
most  humble  and  moderate  demand  that  I  have  made.  At  the  time 
when  the  Debt  Relief  Bill  was  discussed  the  members  were  advan¬ 
cing  arguments  that  the  price  of  produce  has  fallen  down  and  so 
the  creditors  have  gained.  That  was  an  argument  advanced  for 
scaling  down  the  debts.  I  advance  the  very  same  arguments  as 
against  the  government.  Is  it  just  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  exact  the  very  same  tax  from  the  ryots  when  the  price  of  paddy 
has  fallen  down  by  50  per  cant.  Prices  of  all  other  agricultural 
produce  are  slowly  getting  up  but  the  price  of  paddy  alone  re¬ 
mains  as  it  was  in  1104.  So  I  appeal  to  the  members  of  the  House 
here  to  extend  their  sympathy  to  the  ryot«  of  Nanjinad.  I  have 
shown  how  they  do  not  usually  get  anything  from  the  fields,  how 
they  have  to  pay  very  heavily  to  Government  as  tax  and  how  with 
no  other  source  of  income  they  are  starving.  It  is  not  merely  a 
local  question.  It  is  an  all-Travancore  question.  Nanjinad  is  a 
limb  of  the  State  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  responsible  members  of 
this  House  to  see  that  that  limb  of  the  State  is  not  seriously  injured. 
So  I  appeal  to  the  honourable  members  to  extend  their  sympathy 
and  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath:  Before  speaking  on  this  resolution 
I  beg  leave  of  the  President  to  add  the  words  “and  Edanad’’  also. 

Mr.  K.  George  :  I  beg  to  oppose  that  amendment,  because 
it  is  not  in  the  purview  of  the  resolution. 

President  :  The  difficulty  in  all  these  amendments  is  that 
the  honourable  official  spokesman  may  not  have  prepared  the  case 
adequately  with  regard  to  the  amendments.  That  is  the  real  trou¬ 
ble.  But  the  honourable  mover  of  the  amendment  can  speak  in  such 
a  way  that  it  will  embrace  Edanad  also  and  move  the  sympathy 
from  others  in  that  respect. 
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Mr.  K.  R.'  Elankath  :  Nanjinad  and  Edanad  are  indentical 
in  the  matter  of  high  taxation  to  which  they  are  subject  as  well  as 
in  the  facilities  of  irrigation.  Both  depend  upon  the  Kodayar  Pro¬ 
ject  for  irrigational  facilities  for  cultivation.  In  weather  conditions 
as  well  as  in  the  cost  of  labour,  there  is  practically  no  difference  bet¬ 
ween  the  two- 

Coming  to  the  western  pakuthies  of  Edanad,  the  Commissi¬ 
oner  himself  will  conced  that  the  assessment  comes’ to  no  less  than 
Rs.  12  per  acre,  which  is  almost  equal  to. that  in  Tovala.  Edanad 
and  Nanjinacl  undergo  hardship  during  times  of  drought  as  well  as 
during-  small  floods'.  To  speak  generally  of  these  three  taluks, 
Tovala,  Agastiswaram  and  Kalkulam,  I  may  say  that  in  the  report 
of  the  Economic  Depression  Enquiry  Committee,  the  margin  of  pro¬ 
fit  is  very  little,  According  to  the  valuation  of  the  depression  days  it 
comes  to  hardly  Us.  20  per  acre  per  annum  i.  e.  the  total 
value  of  the  crop  if  the  yield  is  satisfactory  after  deducting  the  cost 
of  cultivation  and  assessment  comes  only  to  Rs.  20  per  acre. 

That  is  Re.  1  and  9  annas  per  acre  par  month.  You  may  ask 
why  then  do  these  cultivators  take  all  the  troubles  for  cultivating 
their  lands  if  the  labour  is  not  paying  ?  Why  do  they  cultivate 
their  lands  even  at  the  risk  of  losing,  if  anything  untoward  happens 
to  their  crops  for  want  of  sufficient  rains  or  due  to  the  failure  of 
water  from  the  Kodayar  Reservoir  ?  Sir,  it  is  not  only  for  profit 
that  they  do  this  but  there  are  many  other  things  which  prompt 
them  to  resort  to  cultivation  even  if  it  would  involve  some  risk.  In 
the  case  of  big  landholders  they  have  to  maintain  many  labourers 
whom  they  have  to  feed  and  who  depend  on  them  for  subsistence 
for  life.  Secondly  they  have  to  keep  and  maintain  cattle  which  they 
can  engage  for  their  cultivation  purposes  and  which  would  supply 
them  with  part  of  the  manure  required.  Their  own  garden  lands 
yield  them  green  leaves  for  manure.  If  cultivation  is  carried  on, 
even  at  the  risk  of  loss,  it  is  these  factors  that  provide  them,  with  an 
irresistable  temptation  for  the  pursuit. 

Will  it  be  a  loss  for  the  Government  to  make  a  reduction  of 
50  per  cent  in  the  tax  in  these  areas  ?  To  me' it  seems  there  will 
not  be  any  risk  on  the  part  of  Government  which  is  for  some  time 
past  invariably  necessitated  to  give  occasional  remissions t which  are 
sought  for  by  the  ryots  generally  for  fallow  lands.  Sir,  if  the 
principle  of  the  resolution  is  accepted  it  will  be  an  encouragement 
to  the  Agriculturist  to  go  on  with  their  occupation  with  greater 
hope.  Now  he  faces  the  risk  of  losing  irrigational  facilities  on  acc¬ 
ount  of  occasional  shortages  of  water  in  the  Kodayar  Reservoir, 
besides  payment  of  a  high  assessment  to  the  Government.  And  if 
everything  goes  on  w  ell  he  expects  only  to  get  a  small  margin  of 
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profit.  Now  Sir,  if  they  are  called  upon  to  pay  half  the  amoun 
only  of  what  is  now  realised,  it  will  induce  them  to  cultivate  a  larger 
extent  of  land,  for  the  risk  of  the  extent  of  loss  is  less  and  Govern¬ 
ment  would  indirectly  be  benefitted  because  there  will  be  less  pros¬ 
pects  of  remissions.  In  the  years  1111  and  1112  large  areas  of  lands 
were  left  fallow.  As  I  have  pointed  out  the  other  day  two  years 
back  it  was  more  than  26,000  including  both  Ayacut  lands  and  con¬ 
verted  lands  that  were  less  completely  fallow.  Out  of  nearly  56,000 
acres  hardly  30,000  acres  were  cultivated.  The  major  portion  of  the 
converted  lands  and  some  of  the  Ayacut  lands  were  left  fallow.  Be¬ 
cause  the  question  of  water  cess  is  also  included  here  it  will  be  of  con¬ 
siderable  help  to  the  agriculturists  if  50  per  cent  remission  is  allo¬ 
wed  to  those  areas,  so  that  when  there  is  a  conciousness  that  the 
expenditure  on  the  whole  including  assessment  is  less  there  will  be  a 
greater  enthusiasm  and  incentive  to  cultivate  a  larger  extent  of 
land.  With  these  words  I  support  the  resolution. 

Mr.  James  Fletcher  :  Sir,  [  support  the  motion  on  the 
following  grounds.  The  resolution  is  to  reduce  the  tax  on  the 
wet  lands  by  50  per  cent.  The  tax  comprises  of  two  items.  One 
is  water  tax  and  the  other  is  land  tax  I  shall  say  a  few  words  first 
about  water  tax.  The  water  tax  was  fixed  long  ago  when  the  price 
of  paddy  was  very  high,  And  the  water  tax  is  now  considered  to 
be  a  fixed  one.  It  is  not  elastic.  I  would  desire  that  this  water 
tax  should  be  made  elastic  so  much  so  it  may  be  increased  when  the 
price  of  paddy  rises  and  it  may  be  reduced  when  the  price  falls 
down-  It  would  help  both  the  parties,  the  Government  and  the 
ryot.  When  the  ryot  gets  high  price  for  his  paddy  he  will  have  to 
pay  a  higher  rate  as  water  tax.  Then  the  Government  will  get  a 
higher  amount  by  way  of  tax.  On  the  other  hand,  when  there  is  a 
fall  in  the  price  of  paddy,  if  the  water  tax  is  reduced,  the  poor  ryots 
who  are  unable  to  get  adequate  price  for  his  paddy  need  pay  only  a 
proportionately  reduced  tax.  Therefore  it  is  necessary  that  this 
tax  is  reduced  to  the  minimum  at  the  present  time  as  the  price  of 
paddy  has  come  down  to  the  lowest  level.  Otherwise  it  would 
be  a  source  of  great  hardship  to  the  cultivators-  I  am  sup¬ 
ported  in  this  theory  by  the  opinions  expressed  on  the  matter. by 
experts  who  sat  in  committees  and  commissions  in  the  Punjab, 
They  also  recommended  that  this  water  tax  should  not  be  kept  at 
a  fixed  rate  but  should  be  reduced  whenever  the  price  of  agricul¬ 
tural  products  go  down  and  it  must  be  raised  whenever  the  price 
goes  up. 

Then  comes  the  question  of  the  reduction  of  land  tax.  The 
land  tax  also  was  fixed  long  ago.  It  may  be  said  that  once  upon  a 
time  the  tax  in  Nanjinad  was  very  high.  And  it  was  lately  reduced. 
True  it  was  reduced,  but  only  apparently  and  not  actually.  In 
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those  days  the  cultivators  have  to  pay  tax  in  kind  and  not  in  money. 
Assuming  that  they  paid,  one  sixth  cf  the  gross  income  there,  it 
will  be  found  on  calculation  that  it  was  much  less  than  what  it  is 
now.  In  those  times  from  one  acre  they  got  18  Kottas  of  paddy 
as  yield  and  they  had  to  pay  as  tax  3  kottas  of  paddy  the  price  of 
which  now  is  Rs.  12,  The  tax  per  acre  now  is  Rs.  20.  You 
must  also  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  yield  is  going 
down  year  by  year.  When  the  price  goes  down  naturally  the  culti¬ 
vator  has  no  funds  to  improve  the  lands  by  manuring  them  and  so 
the  yield  also  goes  down.  The  cultivator  is  faced  with  another 
problem  also.  The  paddy  lands  which  used  to  sell  at  Rs.  3,000 
for  one  acre  is  now  getting  only  Rs.  1,000  in  hlanjinad,  but  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  State  the  garden  lands  which  used  to  fetch  Rs. 
1,000  are  selling  up  to  Rs.  3,000  per  acre.  In  Nanjinad  the  trend 
of  prices  with  regard  to  land  is  in  inverse  ratio  to  what  is  obtained 
in  other  parts  of  the  State.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  yield 
from,  land  has  become  much  reduced.  It  is  but  natural  that  when 
the  price  of  land  goes  down  the  cultivator  is  getting  poorer  and 
poorer,,  so  much  so,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  he  should  be  relieved 
of  the  burden  of  this  heavy  taxation  now  levied  on  him. 

Then  I  may  briug  to  the  notice  of  this  Council  another  fact 
also.  Ever  and  anon  it  was  .said  that  taxation  in  Nanjinad  is  very 
high  and  the  fact  is  admitted  by  Government.  But  I  ask  what 
action  has  been  taken-  by  Government  to  relieve  the  cultivators  of 
this  heavy  burden  of  taxation  ?  Has  anything  been  done  towards 
this  hitherto  ?  I  would  desire  that  the  Government  would  take 
immediate  action  on  the  principle  underlying  this  resolution  and 
thus  do  something  practical  in  helping  the  poor  agriculturists  out  of 
the  great  distress  underwhich  they  are  now  groaning.  With  these 
words  I  support  this  resolution. 

(When  the  President  called  upon  the  official  member  in  charge 
to  speak  several  members  rose  to  speak.) 

President  :  I  am  not  shutting  out  discussion-  But  I  thou¬ 
ght  that  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  there  are  certain  facts  to  be  placed 
before  the  House  by  the  official  spokesman.  Therefore  I  called 
upon  Mr.  George  to  speak. 

Mr.  K.  George  :  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner')  :  The  honourable  member  who  has  moved  the  resolution 
has  confined  its  scope  to  Nanjinad-  His  resolution  consists  ©f 
two  main  parts  viz,,  that  there  should  be  a  50  per  cent  reduction  in 
land  tax  and  there  should  be  another  50  percent  reduction  in  water 
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tax.  The  mover  in  his  speech  referred  only  to  land  tax.  But 
honourable  member  Mr.  Fletcher  who  spoke  last  referred  to  water 
tax  as  well.  The  two  stand  on  altogether  different  footing.  I  shall, 
in  the  course  of  my  speech,  explain  the  position  with  regard  to 
both. 

Sir,  the  settlement  of  Nanjinad  was  completed  in  the  year  1072 
i.  e.,  40  years  ago.  After  the  whole  settlement  of  the  State  was 
completed,  the  Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar  sent  up  a  report  to  Gov- 
vernment  and  in  reviewing  that  report— I  think  it  was  in  the  year 
1913  Government  made  the  following  observation: — “A  scru¬ 
tiny  of  the  average  assessment  and  net  demand  shows  that  in  the 
case  of  both  wet  and  garden  lands,  the  lower  assessment  rates  have 
been  applied  to  a  much  larger  extent  than  the  higher  ones  and  that 
the  incidence  of  assessment,  as  modified  by  the  peculiar  tenures  of 
the  country  is  undoubtedly  moderate”.  Such  an  observation  was 
made  in  respect  of  the  assessment  for  the  whole  State.  It  cannot 
of  course  be  stated  that  it  is  applicable  to  each  and  every  part  of 
the  State.  I  would  concede  that  it  is  not  wholly  applicable 
to  Nanjinad.  But  it  was  generally  accepted  and  even  the  people  of 
Nanjinad  had  no  complaint  to  make.  Although  the  settlement  was 
effected  as  early  as  1072  complaints  regarding  the  heaviness  of 
assessment  in  Nanjinad  began  to  be  heard  persistently  only  in 
recent  years.  I  admit  that  they  have  one  cause  of  complaint  or 
rather  they  used  to  complain  about  one  matter  viz.,  the  rate  which 
was  adopted  for  the  conversion  of  the  kotta  measure  into  the 
standard  para  measure  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  tax  in  money. 
That  was  the  only  complaint  which  we  used  to  hear  about  the 
assessment  in  Nanjinad.  Abouc  the  validity  of  the  complaint, 
I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  at  length.  Until  the  year  1082  tax 
was  being  paid  in  Nanjinad  and  the  other  taluks  of  the  Trivandrum 
Division,  half  in  money  and  half  in  paddy. 

When  the  payment  of  tax  in  paddy  was  completely  abolished 
in  1082  the  question  arose  as  to  the  conversion  of  the  Kotta  in  terms 
of  the  standard  Para  measure.  The  Nanjinad  people  wanted  the 
conversion  rate  to  be  fixed  at  8  paras  and  2  edangalies  for  a  kotta. 
After  an  elaborate  enquiry  the  Division  Peishkar  of  Padmanabha- 
puram  reported  to  Government  that  the  kotta  measure  in  use  varied 
from  place  to  place,  that  it  was  8  paras  and  6J  edangalies  in  Kottar 
and  9-2  18/16  in  Parakkay.  Government  out  of  consideration  to  the 
ryots  adopted  the  lowest  rate  in  use  vii.,  8  paras  and  6£  Edangalies. 
Complaints  have  nevertheless  continued.  But  I  am  not  referring  to 
this  aspect  of  the  question.  1  am  mentioning  this  only  to- show  that 
the  complaint  about  the  heavy  assessment  in  Nanjinad  is  only  of 
eomparitively  recent  origin.  That  complaint  is  being  insistently 
brought,  before  this  House  and  the  Government,  only  in  recent 
years.  And,  the  reason  is  not  far  to  seek. 
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Up  to  the  year  1103,  the  price  of  paddy  in  Nanjinad  was  over 
Rs.  10  per  kotta.  In  1104  it  fell  to  Rs.  9-5-0  ;  and  in  1106  it  came 
down  to  ahout  Rs.  5£,  Now  that  is  the  reason  why  the  complaint 
has  become  insistent. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai :  May  I  ask  whether  in 
1109  and  1110,  the  price  was  not  so  low  as  Rs.  3  per  kotta  ? 

Mr.  K.  George  :  It  might  be  a  little  more  than  that ;  but 
anyhow,  prices  have  now  come  back  more  or  less  to  the  level 
of  1106. 

Sir,  I  hare  explained  the  reason  for  the  complaint;  l  shall 
now  examine  some  of  the  arguments  that  have  been  adduced  in 
support  of  the  resolution. 

The  first  argument  is  that  the  average  tax  in  Nanjinad  is  very 
high,  much  higher  than  the  average  in  the  other  parts  of  the  State. 
I  have  repeatedly  stated,  on  previous  occasions  when  this  question 
was  raised,  that,  while  the  average  tax  on  paddy  lands  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  State  is  Rs.  2-26-2  it  is  Rs.  12  in  Nanjinad— I  do  not 
include  the  water-cess.  But,  Sir,  that,  by  itself,  is  not  conclusive 
proof  of  the  allegation  that  the  tax  is  oppressive.  That  turns  on 
the  question  whether  the  lands  are  capable  of  bearing  the  tax.  As 
I  have  mentioned  on  previous  oceasion.3,  the  reasons  for  the  high 
rate  of  tax  in  Nanjinad  firstly,  that  these  high  rates  were  in  exist¬ 
ence  even  before  the  Settlement;  in  fact,  the  Settlement  only  reduced 
the  rate. 

Secondly,  that  the  lands  in  Nanjinad  are  well  known  to  be 
much  more  productive  than  the  lands  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
The  lands  in  Nanjinad  have  always  been  valued  at  a  much  higher 
price  than  the  lands  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  in  spite  of  the  high 
rate  of  tax.  The  lands  in  Central  and  North  Travancore,  would  at  no 
time  fetch  more  than  Its.  1,000  or  Rs.  1,250  per  acre,  whereas, 
as  the  honourable  Member  himself  has  stated  a  few  minutes  ago,  in 
Nanjinad,  an  acre  of  land  fetches  Rs.  3,500  even  today.  In 
any  case  it  cannot  be  denied  that  lands  in  Nanjinad  fetch  double 
the  price  of  lands  in  Central  and  North  Travancore. 

There  is  another  reason  too  for  this  high  rate  of  tax.  Lands  in 
Nanjinad — not  only  in  Nanjinad  but  in  the  whole  of  the  Trivandrum 
Division,  at  any  rate  in  Edanad  also — are  mostly  double-crop  lands, 
whereas,  as  we  go  northwards,  the  extent  of  double- crop  lands 
diminishes  and  that  of  single-crop  lands  increases. 

Ml*.  K.  R-  Elenkath :  May  I  ask  whether,  in  any  part 
north  of  Trivandrum,  land  is  assessed  at  even  half  the  rate  of  asses¬ 
sment  in  South  Travancore  ? 
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Mr.  K.  George :  I  know  there  is  the  mistaken  impression 
that  the  tax  in  other  parts  of  the  State  is  less  than  half  of  the  tax 
in  Nan] mad.  Sir,  for  purposes  of  assessment,  lands  were  classified 
at  the  settlement  into  14  tarams.  The  first  14  tarams  are  appli¬ 
cable  not  only  to  the  taluks  of  the  Trivandrum  Division  but 
also  to  the  taluks  of  the  Quilon  Division  except  the  Quilon 
taluk,  to  the  old  Chengannur  taluk  and  also  to  all  the  taluks  of  the 
Kottayam  Division,  although  I  must  admit  that  the  rate  of  the  first 
taram  in  these  Divisions  is  lower  than  the  rate  of  the  first  taram  in 
Nanjinad.  Therefore.  Sir,  the  impression  that  the  high  rate  of  assess¬ 
ment  is  peculiar  to  the  lands  in  Nanjinad  is  a  mistaken  impression. 

Sis,  the  honourable  member  Mr.  Arumukham  Pillai  wants  the 
50  per  cent,  reduction  that  he  now  asks  for  to  be  given  to  all  the 
lands  in  Nanjinad.  I  ask,  why.  There  are  lightly  assessed  lands 
also  in  Nanjinad.  Why  should  the  lands  assessed  at  the  lower  rates 
get  any  relief  ?  Then  again,  there  is  a  large  area  of  dry  lands  in 
Nanjinad  which  have  been  converted  into  wet.  They  have  not  been 
assessed  at  wet  rates;  they  are  assessed  only  at  dry  rates,  the  maxi¬ 
mum  of  which  is  Rs.  2-4-0  per  acre.  Of  .course,  along  with  dry 
assessment  they  also  pay  a  water-cess  of  Rs,  7  per  acre.  Even 
then,  it  comes  only  Ls.  9-4-0  per  acre. 

It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  Nanjinad  does  not  contain 
only  wet  lands.  There  is  also  a  large  area  of  dry  lands.  And  I  may 
inform  the  House  that  the  lowest  rate  for  d  ry  lands  in  the  State  is 
the  rate  obtaining  in  Tovala,  and  that  is  only  10  cbuekrame  15  cash 
per  acre  as  against  the  general  State  average  of  25  chs,  IS  cash. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukhm  Pillai :  May  I  know  the  extent  of 
dry  lands  in  the  Thovala  taluk  ? 

Mr.  K-  George  ;  In  Tovala,  and  in  Agasteeswaram  also,  there 
is  a  lot  of  dry  lands — some  of  them  have  been  converted  into  wet. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai :  If  not  the  exact  extent, 
may  I  know  from  the  Member  at  least  the  proportion  which  the 
extent  of  dry  lands  bears  to  the  extent  of  wet  Lands  ? 

Mr.  K-  George:  There  are  1,884  acres  of  converted  dry 
lands  in  Tovala  and  10,491  acres  in  Agasteesvaram;  and  these  pay 
a  maximum  of  only  Rs.  9-4-0— and,  it  is  only  the  maximum  and 
not  the  general  rate  obtaining  for  these  lands. 

It  has-been  said,  Sir,  that  the  highest  rate  in  Nanjinad  was 
Rs.  35  per  acre.  Sir,  that  rate  applies  only  to  tank-bed  conversions 
which  have  been  auctioned  on  the  distinct, understanding  that  the  tax 
will -be  the  first  taram  rate  plus  water-cess.  And,  the  extent  of 
such  land  is  not  very  large. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai:  The  first  taram  rate  is 
only  Rs.  25-15-7;  but,  in  the  case  of  these  lands  it  is  Rs.  28 
plus  7-  " . . 
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Mr.  K.  Qeorge  :  There  is  a  reason  for  that;  and  probably  it 
will  take  along  time  for  me  to  explain  it  fully.  Irnay  point  out, 
anyhow,  that  the  1 0  per  cent,  reduction  which  was  made  at  the  time 
of  the  Settlement  for  unprofitable  areas  such  as  ridges  and  bunds 
was  not  allowed  under  the  Puduval  Rules  which  govern  these 
tank-bed  registries. 

Sir,  as  I  have  said  elsewhere,  these  higher  rates  are  not  pe¬ 
culiar  to  Nanjinad,  so  that  I  cannot  understand  Mr.  Arumukham 
Pillai’s  request  that  50  per  cent,  of  the  tax  should  be  reduced  in 
the  case  of  Nanjinad  alone  and  not  in  all  parts  of  the  State  where 
lands. are  highly  assessed. 

Mr-  V.  5.  Arumukham  Pillai  :  May  I  ask  whether  there 
is  any  part  of  the  State  where  there  is  such  a  high  rate  of  assess¬ 
ment  as  in  Nanjinad  ? 

Mr.  K.  Qeorge :  In  Shencotta;  it  is  almost  the  same  there. 

Mr.  V.  s.  Arumukham  Pillai :  What  is  the  rate  for 
the  first  taram  there  ? 

Mr.  K  Qeorge  :  About  Rs.  25. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai  :  I  beg  to  deny  that. 

Mr-  K.  Qeorge  :  Sir,  if  the  honourable  member  had  said 
that  the  concession  that  he  now  asks  for  should  be  given  to  all 
lands  in  the  State  which  are  subject  to  heavy  and  burdensome  tax, 
it  would  have  been  a  fit  proposition  for  the  House  to  consider. 
Why  should  there  be  special  benefit  conferred  on  Nanjinad  lands 
alone  where  also  there  are  lightly  assessed  lands  ?  That  is  what 
1  cannot  understand. 

I  referred  a  little  while  ago  to  the  argument  about  the  fall  in 
prices.  Sir,  that  is  not  a  phenomenon  peculiar  to  Nanjinad.  It 
is  universal  and  applies  alike  to  all  the  taxpayers  in  Travancore. 
If  we  look  into  the  price  figures  it  will  be  found  that  the  price  of 
paddy  in  Nanjinad  is  always  two  to  three  chuckrams  more  per 
para  than  the  price  in  other  parts  of  the  State;  Nanjinad  paddy 
always  fetches  a  higher  price.  Therefore,  the  argument  about  the 
fall  in  price  has  no  special  application  to  Nanjinad.  Further,  -the 
price  of  paddy  at  the  time  of  the  Settlement  and  during  the  several 
succeeding  years  was  much  lower  than  the  present  price.  At  the 
time-  of  the  Settlement  when  half  the  tax  that  was  payable  in 
paddy  was  converted  into  cash  payment,  the  conversion  rate  adop¬ 
ted  was  only  Rs.  2-0-3  per  kottah;  and  when  the  other  half  was 
also  converted  into  cash  payment,  the  rate  adopted  was  Rs.  3-10-6, 
so  that  the  average  conversion  rate  comes  to  only  Rs.  2-19-5, 
while,  even  at  the  lowest,  paddy  had  been  selling  much  higher 
than  that. 
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Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath  :  What  about  the  cost  of  production 
Sir  J 

Mr-  K.  George  •  Sir,  cost  of  production  might  have  incre¬ 
ased  in  .Nanjinad,  Kuttanad  and  in  Onattukara,  and  various  other 
places.  Nanjinad  has  no  special  grievance  in  that  matter, 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai.  May  I  point  out  to  the 
member  that  the  kottah  that  he  has  been  referring  to  while  quoting 
his  figures  is  not  the  same  kotta  as  the  one  now  prevalent  ? 

Mr-  K.  George  :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  V-  S.  Arumukham  Pillai  =  The  present  kottah  is  75 
Madras  measures. 

Mr.  K.  George :  No,  Sir.  The  matter  was  carefully  in¬ 
vestigated,  and  it  was  after  elaborate  enquiry  that  the  capacity  of 
the  smallest  kottah  in  South  Travancore,  namely,  8  paras  and  6J 
edangalies,  was  adopted  for  purposes  of  conversion  linto  money 
payment. 

Mr.  V-  S.  Arumukham  Pillai:  Is  the  member  aware 
that  the  kottali  now  prevalent  is  entirely  different  from  the  kotta 
which  the  member  is  referring  to  ? 

Mr.  K.  George  :  I  am  not  aware,  Sir.  I  do  no;;  think 
Nanjianad  people  have  altered  their  kottah  measurement.  i 

I  would  therefore  submit  that  no  case  has  been  made  out  for 
50  per  cent,  reduction  for  Nanjinad  alone.  J.f  any  reduction  is  to  be 
made  on  the  ground  of  overassessment,  it  must  apply  to  all  the 
overassessed  lauds  in  the  State.  Why  not  the  overassessed  lands 
in  Shencotta  get  that  concession  ?  There  also  paddy  is  practically 
the  only  crop,  and  the  rates  of  assessment  are  equally  high. 

Mr.  James  Fletcher  :  What  about  water-cess,  Sir,  which 
is  peculiar  to  South  Travancore  P 

Mr.  K.  George  :  Sir,  I  will  now  come  to  water-coss.  It 
stands  on  an  entirely  different  footing.  It  is  recovery  made  for 
services  rendered.  The  State  has  spent,  out  of  the  general  reve¬ 
nues,  Rs.  80  lakhs  odd  net  on  the  Kodayar  Project, 

The  gross  revenue  that  we  got  from  the  water  tax  in  1111 
was  only  Rs.  99,617,  and  this  works  out  only  ta  1'14  per  cent,  on 
the  outlay.  Now  it  cannot  be  said  that  any  particular  tract  in  the 
■State  should  be  so  much  benefited  at  the  expense  of  the  general 
tax-payer.  But  still  Nanjinad  gets  the  benefit  at  the  expanse  of 
the  whole  State,  Apart  from  that,  is  the  _ fall  in  the  prince  of 
paddy  any  argument  in  favour  of  giving  remission  in  water  cess  ? 
First  of  all,  it  has  to  be  pointed  out  the  water  tax  is  only  one 
rupee  in  the  case  of  Ayacut  lands.  It  is  Rs.  7  only  in  the  case  of 
Vol,  X,  No.  8, 
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tank  beds  and  dry  lands  converted  into  wet  lands.  In  the  case  of 
tank  beds  I  have  conceded  that  the  tax  is  high.  Not  that  the  water 
rate  is  high.  So  far  as  the  Ayacut  lands  are  concerned  the  one 
rupee  rate  is  not  certainly  high. 

Then  we  come  to  the  dry  lands  converted  into  wet.  Is  the 
water  rate  high  there  when  the  converted  lands  are  cultivated  with 
paddy  and  they  get  a  good  crop  ?  1  he  maximum  dry  rate  is  Rs. 

2  4  ch.  Can  it  be  said,  that  the  water  rate  plus  the  land  tax  is 
heavy  ?  Certainly  that  will  not  be  conceded.  Therefore,  taking  all 
these  things  into  consideration,  I  do  not  think  that  any  case  is 
made  out  for  the  Government  making  any  sacrifice  in  the  water 
rate.  Therefore  I  am  sorry  I  have  to  oppose  that  part  of  the  re- 
solution  as  well. 

So  far,  Sir,  I  must  admit  that  I  have  been  arguing  against,  the 
request  of  the  member.  I  have  not  said  that  there  is  absolutely 
no  case  for  Nanjinad.  That  Nanjinad  has  been  heavily  assessed, 
perhaps  for  decades,  even  before  the  settlement,  it  is  now  too  late 
for  us  to  deny.  When  the  question  of  settlement  was  originally 
taken  up,  Government  expected — in  fact,  in  the  Settlement  Procla¬ 
mation  they  directed — that  crop  experiments  should  be  made  and 
the  settlement  made  on  the  basis  of  produce.  Unfortunately  this 
was  not  done  at  all.  The  Settlement  Officers  of  those  days  were 
dominated  by  one  consideration  and  that  was  at  the  instance  of 
the  Government  of  the  day — that  the  settlement  tax  should  not 
exceed  or  be  less  than  the  munkaram  by  ten  per  cunt,  so  that  all 
the  anomalies  of  the  pre-settlement  days  have  continued  even  after- 
That  is  admitted  and  the  Government  have  in  their  final  G.  0.  on 
the  Settlement  Memorandum  admitted  'it  as  a  regrettable  fact.  Now, 
what  is  to  be  done  ?  One  solution  is  no  doubt  resettlement  aud  it 
has  been  more  than  once  stated  that  the- question  is  engaging  the 
attention  of  Government.  We  must  remember  that  all  over  India 
now  the  Land  Revenue  policy  of  the  various  Provincial  Govern¬ 
ments  is  undergoing  examination.  The  object  of  taxation  should 
be  to  get  from  the  tax- payers,  who  can  afford  to  pay  as  much  as  Is 
dossible  so  that  the  Government  •’without  sacrifice  of  revenue  may  give 
relief  to  the  poor  ryots-  That  is  the  general  principle,  and  I  believe 
that  in  various  provinces,  committees  have  been  set  up  and  the  whole 
question  of  the  land  revenue  policy  to  be  followed  in  future  is 
undergoing  examination.  This  question  here  also  deserves  to  be 
carefully  considered.  Wo  have  to  decide  whether  equalisation  of 
demand  has  to  be  brought  about  by  a  resettlement  or  by  adopting 
some  system  which  will  help  the  poor  ryots  while  Government  can 
get  the  revenue  that  it  ought  to  get  from  the  people  who  .can  afford 
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to  pay-  That  is  the  whole  point.  The  question  requires  very 
careful  examination  and  Government  have  not  finally  decided  on 
what  linos  they  should  proceed.  One  of  two  ways  may  he  adop¬ 
ted — either  a  resettlement  of  a  system  of  taxation  which  would 
equalise  the  Government  demand  and  put  it  on  an  equitable  basis. 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  that  the  Government  have  so  far 
made  up  Ihoir  mind  on  the  point,  but  I  may  assure  honourable 
members  that  the  subject  is  engaging  the  serious  consideration  of 
Government  and  one  way  or  the  other  some  steps  will  be  taken  to 
set  right  the  grievances  not  only  of  the  people  of  Nanjinad  but  also 
of  the  people  of  the  whole  State  who  complain  that  the  tax  on 
land  is  burdensome. 

Mr.  Abdul  Tayeb  Sheikh  Kaderbhoy  ( Commerce 
and  Industry ,  South )  :  May  I  know  from  the  honourable  member 
what  the  50  per  cent  remission  in  Nanjinad  will  come  to  ? 

Mr.  K.  George  :  Sir,  I  am  unable  to  give  the  exact  infer- 
mation,  but  it  may  come  to  about  3  to  4  lakhs. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai .  Sir,  I  am  extremely 
sorry  for  the  reply  of  the  learned  Land  Revenue  Commissioner.  In 
the  first  place,  he  has  been  stating  that  to  this  same  50  per  cent 
remission  other  places  are  also  entitled.  I  must  not  be  misunder¬ 
stood.  I  do  not  grudge  other  parts  getting  50  per  cent  or  even  76 
per  cent  remission.  Sir,  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  has  not 
given  us  facts  or  data  to  support  his  position.  He  says  that  the 
tax  for  the  first  tharam  is  the  same  in  all  places. 

Mr-  K.  George  :  A  word  of  personal  explanation.  I  never 
said  that  the  first  tharam  is  the  same  all  over  the  State-. 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukham  P«llai  =  He  said  that  it  was  the 
same  in  Shencottah.  I  may  state  for  his  information  that  he  will 
find  from  the  Land  Revenue  Manual,  Yol.  Ill — I  do  not  remember 
the  e  sit  page — that  the  tax  for  the  first  term  in  Nanjinad  is 
Rs.  :  5-15-7  and  that  the  first  term  tax  in  Shencottah  is  Rs.  20  odd. 

My  next  submission  is— I  do  not  grudge  his  extending  his 
sympathy  to  other  parts  also — that  he  has  not  stated  the  average 
tax  per  acre  in  Nanjinad  and  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  If  he 
had  stated  that  the  average  in  other  parts  at  least  comes  to  J  or  J 
of  the  tax.  obtaining  in  Nanjinad  I  could  have  understood  he  has 
made  out  a  case  for  extending  the  very  same  concession  to  other 
parts.  But  he  has  not  given  us  any  figures.  He  has  not  given  us 
any  data.  I  have  shown  how  he  himself  has  stated  in  reply  .that 
the  average  tax  in  Agasthiswaram  is  20  and  that  in  Thovala  at  is 
Rs.  14  Chs,  19.  But  in  regard  to  other  places  he  has  not  given  us 
any  figures.  I  say  that  it  is  not  even  J.  If  he  has  given  figures 
and  satisfied  us  that  there  is  some  substance  in  his  arguments  that 
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the  sai  :  kindness  or  consideration  must  be  extended  to  other  parts, 
I  could  have  understood  him, 

Then  he  was  dealing  with  the  price  of  paddy  at  the  time  of  the 
settlem  mt,  Of  course,  there  he  is  under  the  impression  that  the 
lcotta  before  the  settlement  and  the  kotta  in  vogue  i.  e.,  the  kotta 
for  Go  o  -ament  purposes  in  the  locality  are  the  same.  Sir,  for 
purpos  s  of  Government  measurement  one  kotta  is  taken  as  63 
pakfeas.  Madras  measurement  and  the  Madras  measure  and  the 
Najina  i  kotta  and  marakkal  are  in  use  in  our  parts.  But  in  the 
rest  of  Travancore  the  prevalent  measures  are  the  para  and  the 
edanga’.i  which  are  not  known  in  Nanjinad.  In  Nanjinad  one  kotta 
is  75  M a  Iras  measures  according  to  local  usage  but  it  is  only  63 
measur  is  for  Government  purposes.  That  is  all  the  difference. 
That  1  tire  reason  for  all  the  complications  and  mistakes  committed 
by  the  Government.  According  to  the  63  pakka  measurement  and 
according  tc  the  pre- settlement  kotta  the  price  will  be  much  higher 
than  wiiat  it  was  obtaining  in  1109  or  1108. 

With  regard  to  the  Kodayar  irrigation  project  I  may  submit 
at  the  unset  that  it  is  not  possible  within  the  short  time  at  my  dis¬ 
posal  to  state  how  the  capital  account  of  the  Kodayar  project  has 
been  'made  up.  I  may  submit,  Sir,  that  the  calculations  are  not 
correct,  various  items  have  not  been  credited  and  that  if stlie  accounts 
are  to  be  corrected,  I  may  submit  that  the  interest  will  come  up  to 
at  leas1  el  per  cent.  To  explain  the  various  items  and  details  I  shall 
take  up  another  opportunity.  1  shall  then  show  how  the  capital 
accoun.s  have  been  falsely  made  up  and  how  the  public  as  well  as 
the  Government  are  under  the  wrong  impression  that  it  is  yielding 
only  one  per  cent  or  per  cent.  Anyhow,  it  is  a  profitable  under¬ 
taking.  It  is  not  like  the  Quilon-Shencottah  railway  entailing  a 
loss  to  the  Government.  At  least  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner 
will  ci  ucede  that  the  Kodayar  project  is  yielding  1  \  per  cent.  It 
is  not  working  at  a  loss  anyhow  and  if  huge  sums  are  wasted  we 
are  not  responsible, 

S  r,  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  has  not  said  anything 
about  the  vexed  question  of  the  para  and  the  edangali  measure¬ 
ments  and  the  excess  of  jr  due  to  the  wrong  committed  by  Govern¬ 
ment.  Whether  he  admits  my  position  or  not  is  not  clear.  I 
thereft  ■re  do  not  want  to  explain  it  now-  It  is  also  a  complicated 
questt  >n.  Anyhow,  for  illustration  I  shall  state  this.  Take  the 
case  of  two  lands  one  lying  in  Agasthiswaram  taluk  and  the  other 
in  Ermiiel  taluk  adjoining  the  banks  of  a  river  separating  the  two 
taluks  and  bearing  the  very  same  assessment — that  is  when  the  tax 
was  paid  in  kind  the  two  lands  were  paying  the  very  same  amount 
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of  paddy  as  tax— now  that  the  tax  is  paid  in  cash,  one  pays  Rs.  20. 
that  is  the  land  in  Eraniel  while  the  one  lying  in  Agastiswaram 
taluk  pays  Rs.  25,  though  both  bear  the  same  rate  of  assessment. 
What  is  the  explanation  Sir,  for  this  difference  of  Rs.  3  ?  The 
explanation  is  that  one  land  lies  in  Agastiswaram  taluk  while  the 
other  lies  in  the  Eramel  taluk.  This  illustration  alone  is  sufficient 
to  show  that  a  mistake  has  been  committed  in  the  process  of  adjust¬ 
ing  one  kotta  as  being  equivalent  to  8  paras  and  6^  edangalies, 

My  friend  Mr.  Elenkath  said  that  Nanjinad  and  Idanad  are 
alike  with  regard  to  the  question  of  land  tax.  I  may  submit  that 
it  is  not  so  and  that  is  not  a  fact.  Of  course,  Idanad  may  be  heavily 
assessed  and  I.  do  not  grudge  extending  this  50  per  cent,  to  Idanad 
also.  But  to  say  that  Idanad  bears  the  very  same  assessment  as 
Nanjinad  is  contrary  to  facts.  There  is  a  lot  of  difference.  I  appeal 
to  you,  Sir,  to  give  your  kind  sympathy  to  the  peculiar  conditions 
and  system  of  taxation  that  is  obtaining  in  Nanjinad. 

President  :  The  honourable  member  has  not  apparently 
observed  the  last  remarks  of  the  official  spokesman. 

Mr-  V.  S.  Arumukham  Pillai  =  I  am  coming  to  that. 
Sir,  I  submit  that  wu  deserve  the  kind  sympathy  of  Government, 
As  I  submitted,  the  one  stock  argument  of  Government  is  that  they 
are  doing  much  to  us.  Sir,  J  feel  confident  you  are  the  proper 

person  to  help  the  poor  by  punishing  the  rich  for . 

President  :  .Not  punishing- 

Mr.  V.  S.  Arumukhom  Pillai  =  By  taking  from  the 
rich,  by  punishing  for  evation,  etc.  I  appeal  to  you,  Sir,  to  view 
sympathetically  the  condition  of  the  ryocs  of  Nanjinad.  -  With  the 
hope  and  confidence  (.hat  you  will  do  the  right  thing  in  the  right 
manner,  I  beg  to  withdraw  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

ALLOTMENT  OF  EXPENDITURE  ON 
COMMUNICATIONS  IN  RURAL  AREAS. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Elankath :  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  the  following  re¬ 
solution  : 

.77ms  Council  recommends  to  the  Government  that  in  allotting 
expenditure  for  new  ivories  in  the  P.  W.  D.,  especially  in 
the  matter  of  communications  in  rural  areas ,  a  definite  pro¬ 
portion  be  Axed  on  taluk-war  leasis • 

The  very  wording  of  this  resolution  will  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  House  that  my  idea  in  moving  tins  resolution  is  not  the  outcome 
of  parochial  considerations,  with  disregard  to  the  general  and 
greater  interests  of  the  country.  The  resolution  only  refers  to  a 
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small  portion  of  the  annual  recurring  expenditure  allotted  to  the 
R.  W*  D.  I  only  want  that  some  equity  thould  be  shown  in  the 
distribution  of  the  amount  for  that  item  of  expenditure  to  all  taluks. 
In  as  much  as  certain  taluks  in  all  parts  of  Travancore  whether 
South,  Central  or  North  do  not  get  equitable  treatment  in  this 
respect,  this  is  an  AU-Travancore  question  of  no  less  importance 
than  any  other  that  has  to  attract  the  attention  of  Government. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  P.  W.  D.  for  1111  the  total 
allotment  for  P.  W.  D.  works  less  charges  on  the  Road  Develop, 
meat  Fund,  comes  to  Rs.  30,40,525.  Out  of  this  allotment  the 
allotment  for  communications  is  Rs.  17  lakhs  or  50  per  cent,  of  that 
sum.  The  resolution  I  have  brought  forward  only  requires  that 
one-third  of  that  amount  which  refers  to  new  works  be  set  apart  for 
works  in  the  various  taluks.  That  comes  to  about  6  lakhs  of  rupees. 
In  the  next  year  also  the  amount  keeps  up  the  same  proportion  as 
the  above  under  the  various  items  according  to  the  budget.  When 
this  amount  is  compared  to  the  total  expenditure  in  the  budget  for 
ordinary  recurring  expenditure  in  the  P-  W.  D-,  the  amount  brought 
under  the  purview  of  this  resolution  keeps  to  a  small  proportion  of 
20  per  cent,  or  one-fifth  of  the  whole  expenditure. 

It  will  ba  noted  that  I  do  not  demand  that  Government  should 
neglect  or  need  not  make  big  provisions  for  big  works  in  any  parti¬ 
cular  area.  For,  it  may  be  that  there  may  be  schemes  of  vital  im¬ 
portance  in  particular  areas,  such  as,  the  Pallivasal  scheme  or  the 
Eodayar  scheme  or  great  works  of  communication  such  as  the 
Neendakara  bridge  or  the  Neriamangalam  bridge  which  have  to  be. 
met  as  capital  works-  Next  year  Government  are  spending  about 
98  lakhs  on  capital  expenditure.  1  do  not  want  auy  portion  of  it 
to  be  distributed  on  a  taluk-vrar  basis  and  my  resolution  has  no 
reference  to  such  works  at  all.  What  I  want  to  point  out  to  this 
House  and  the  Government  by  means  of  this  resolution  is  that  some 
consideration  should  be  shown  to  the  improvement  of  the  rural 
roads  with  some  equity  in  the  various  parts  of  the  State.  I  am 
sure  and  certain  that  if  this  resolution  is  pressed  it  will  meet  with 
the  approval  of  the  whole  House. 

.  There  was  an  argument  put  forward  when  the  P.W.D.  budget 
was  discussed  elsewhere  that  there  was  a  larger  per  centage  of  roads 
in  certain  areas  than  in  others  especially  in  South  Travancore.  That 
argument  was  brought- for  ward  on  a  false  calculation.  The  Chief 
Engineer  has  told  ine  also  that  South  Travancore  has  been  very 
fortunate  in  getting  a  larger  length  of  road  than  North  Travancore 
Sir,  he  did  not  take  into  account,  in  calculating  the  per  centage, 
several  other  things .  than  the  mere  accident  of  locality  or  the  mere 
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extent  o£  area  of  the  length  of  roads.  Coming  to  area  the  Southern 
Division  has  an  area  of  1,490  sq.  miles.  The  total  population  is 
14  lakhs.  When  we  come  to  the  High  Ranges  the  population  is 
not  even  ten  per  cent .  of  the  population  in  Southern  Division. 
I  want  to  impress  upon  Government  the  fact  that  there  may  be 
hilly  places  where  roads  may  be  least  necessary.  When  we  calculate 
the  proportion  it  may  be  slightly  higher.  But  when  we  come  to 
thickly  populated  areas  it  may  be  unfair  to  calculate  the  per  centage 
merely  on  the  basis  of  extent  and  length  of  roads  In  South  Tra- 
vancore  there  is  a  large  extent  of  low  land  very  thickly  populated. 
There  is  a  population  of  1,300  per  sq.  mile.  In  the  midland  it  is 
800  and  in  the  highland  it  is  80.  I  ask  whose  fault  it  is  if  South 
Trnvancore  has  more  roads.  As  the  Chief  Engineer  pointed  out, 
different  conditions  have  prevailed  in  South  Travaneore  from  very 
early  times.  Due  to  the  very  large  assessment  on  land  and  due  to 
the  parsimonius  way  in  which  the  Venad  Rajas  spend  their 
revenues,  the  Northern  taluks  might  have  been  neglected.  Sir,  this 
argument  is  like  the  argument  about  communal  representation.  It 
is  like  saying  that  the  so-called  over-represented  communities  should 
forego  all  their  seats  in  order  to  give  place  for  others.  I  would  only 
urge  that  these  matters  should  not  weigh  with  the  Chief  Engineer 
when  such  allotments  are  made.  This  morning  the  Chief  Engineer 
told  me  in  reply  to  an  interpellation  that  a  sum  of  Rs.  200  was 
necessary  at  Poovar. 

Mr.  G.  B.  E.  Truscott  :  Sir,  what  I  said  was  Rs.  1,800 
will  be  required  and  not  Rs.  200. 

Mr.  K.  R.  ElankAth  :  I  was 'also  surprised  to  hear  the  sum 
as  Rs.  200. 

Sir,  in  the  matter  of  communications  Trivandrum  has  no  other 
connection  with  the  south  except  by  the  M.  C.  road.  If  Govern* 
ment  had  put  up  two  bridges,  one  at  Poovar,  the  coastal  roads  would 
be  connected  from  Trivandrum  to  Mauavalakurichi.  At  present  it  is 
not  possible  for  a  person  from  Yizhinjam  to  go  to  Manavalakurichi 
unless  he  comes  to  Trivandrum.  Similarly  if  a  person  from  Katta- 
kada  wants  to  go  to  the  south  he  has  to  come  to  the  M.  C.  road. 
If  there  is  a  bridge  there,  it  would  have  taken  us  straight  across 
Kalial  and  Pechipara. 

With  regard  to  malarial  road  at  Nevyaftinkara  there  is  provh 
sion  for  the  construction  of  a  new  road.  But  because  it  has  not 
been  constructed  we  are  put  to  very  great  difficulties.  Recently  1 
had  to  cross  through  that  place  along  with  a  doctor  to  go  to  Chem- 
bur.  The  doctor  was  driving  the  car  and  fearing  that  he  may  gd 
through  deep  ruts,  he  reversed  the  car  and  struck  against  the  stem 
of  a  tree.  It  was  fortunate  that  there  were  half  a  dozen  coolies 
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nearby  and  the  car  was  pulled  up.  If  that  road  had  been  comple¬ 
ted,  we  would  not  have  this  complaint. 

Then  there  are  certain  roads  which  bring  in  a  large  amount  of 
revenue.  For  example  Kuzhithuta  along  with  Suchindram  brings 
in  a  revenue  of  lis.  2  lakhs  by  way  of  toll.  The  P.  W.  D.  is  not 
expected  to  be  a  revenue-making  department.  But  from  South 
Travancore  it  is  getting  a  revenue  of  lis.  2  lakhs. 

Sir,  near  Manavalakurichi  along  the  coast  a  road  is  very 
necessary.  Hundreds  of  carts  are  now  taking  monazite.  The 
present  road  there  should  be  improved.  If  some  equity  is  shown 
at  least  as  regards  new  items  of  expenditure  we  could  avoid  the 
excuse  from  Government  of  want  of  funds. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Godavarma  Raja  :  Sir,  X  second  the  resolution. 
It  is  my  considered  view  that  the  funds  allotted  to  the  P.  W.  D. 
should  be  spent  in  such  a  way  as  to  have  an  equitable  distribution 
in  the  matter  of  expenditure  on  roads  and  bridges.  In  this  connec¬ 
tion  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  claims  of  the  metropolis  of  Travan¬ 
core  for  a  larger  share.. 

President*.  It  being  4-30,  under  Standing  Order  5  the 
meeting  will  come  to  a  termination.  The  meeting  is  adjourned 
sine  die. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  4-30  p.  m.  sine  die . 

E.  I.  CHACKO. 

Secretary  to  the  Sri  Chitra  State  Council, 


MINUTES  OP  THE  FIRST  MEETING  OF  THE 
STANDING  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


Friday,  the  and,  July  1937118th  Mithunam  1112. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  Standing  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Tnvancore  Legislature  (Second  Sri  Chitra  State  Council  and  Second 
Sri  Mulam  Assembly)  was  held  in  the  Dewan’j  Room,  Public  offices, 
at  11  a- m.  on  Friday,  the  2nd  July  1937.  Sachivottama  Sir  C-  P. 
Ramaswami  Aiyar,  k.  o.  i.  e.,  Dewan,  presided. 

The  following  members  were  present : — 

1.  K.  R.  Elankatli  Esq.,  B.  A.,  Member,  Sri  Chitra  State  Council. 

2.  M.  Kesava  Panickar  Esq.  b.  a.,  b.  l.  Member,  Sri  Mulam 

Assembly. 

8.  E.  P.  Vargbese  Esq.,  m.  a„  b.  i.  Member,  Sri  Mulam 

Assembly. 

4.  Rao  Bahadur  Raiyasevanirata  N.  Kunjan  Pillai,  m.  a.,  b.  sc., 

Ph.  d.,  Chief  Secretary  to  Government, 

5.  Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rengaswami  Aiyar,  b.  a.,  Financial  Secretary 

to  Government. 

It  was  agreed  that  Part  II  of  the  Budget,  relating  to  new 
proposals,  might  first  be  disposed  of  in  respect  of  all  departments,  and 
that  thereafter  Part  I,  composed  of  all  standing  sanctions,  might  be 
taken  up. 


PART  II. 


Land  Revenue  Depabtmunt. 


1.  Survey  School  at,  Kottayam.— The  paucity  of  trained  surveyors 
and  the  pressing  need  for  more  hands  were  explained  by. the  Dewan. 
It  was  also  pointed  out  that  the  School,  which  had  been  in  existence 
from  1093,  has  all  along  been  self-supporting.  The  following  pro¬ 
vision  was  agreed  upon 


1  Head  Surveyor  on 

1  Instructor  on 

2  Peons  on 
Contingencies 


Total 


ils. 

40 

25 

9  each 
100 

1,013 


For  11  months. 


2.  Temporary  establishment  for  checking  pud, aval  sub-division 
sketches.  A  sum  of  Rs.  1,760  for  8  Computer  Draftsmen  on  Rs.  m 
each,  for  11  months,  was  agreed  upon. 

3.  Temporary  establishment  for  special  Survey  Glass-  Mr.  Kesava 
Panikkar  asked  whether  any  special  class  was  necessary  in  addition  o 
the  school  at  Kottayam-  The  Chief  Secretary-  explained-  teat  tne 


ii 

required  number  of  hands  could  not  all  be  trained  in  the  Kottayam 
School.  The  Financial  Secretary  pointed  out  that  the  scheme  would 
be  more  than  self-supporting  since  each  of  the  14  candidates  had  to 
pay  a  fee  of  Es.  IS  per  mensem. 

The  provision  of  a  sum  of  Es.  648,  for  chainmen’s  wages  and  the 
pay  of  menials,  for  3  months,  was  approved. 

4.  Additional  staff  for  the  Divisional  Treasury,  Quilon,  for  1118. 
Mr.  E.  P.  Targhese  asked  why  Quilon  alone  should  get  additional  staff 
for  its  treasury.  The  Financial  Secretary  explained  that  it  was  a  very 
heavy  treasury. 

The  provision  of  Rs.  220  for  an  additional  clerk  on  Es.  20-1-26, 
for  11  months  in  1113,  was  approved. 

5.  Additional  staff  for  the  Davie olam  Taluk  and  the  Pallivasal 
pakuthi.  The  Devvan  explained  lhat  cardamom  lands  which  were 
hitherto  being  registered  away  at  nominal  taravila  were  hereafter  to 
he  assigned  only  at  Es.  125  per  acre,  that  Government  expected  a 
substantial  capital  revenue  under  this  head  and  that  the  staff  asked  for 
was  absolutely  necessary, 

Mr.  Elankath  enquired  about  the  recurring  revenue,  and  tile 
Chief  Secretary  replied  that  the  rate  of  assessment  which  was  originally 
one  rupee  per  acre  and  which  was  subsequently  raised  to  Es-  2  had  now 
been  further  raised  to  Es.  3. 

The  provision  of  Es.  274  for  a  clerk  on  Es.  20-26  for  6  months 
for  the  Dencolam  taluk,  and  for  an  accountant  for  the  Pallivasal 
pakuthi  for  11  months  in  1113,  was  allowed  to  stand. 

8.  Temporary  special  staff  'o  write  up  the  village  registers  of  the 
Nedumang ad  taluk.  The  Chief  Secretary  explained  that  the  resurvey 
had  led  to  a  lot  of  corrections,  that  such  worK  had  accumulated  and 
that  therefore  the  staff  asked  for  was  necessary. 

Provision  of  Es.  308  for  2  Accountants,  on  Es.  14  each,  for  11 
months,  was  allowed  to  stand. 

7.  Temporary  establishment  for  clearing  off  arrears  in  checking 
and  dosing  the  survey  records  of  the  Survey  Department.  The  pro¬ 
vision  of  Es.  2,200  for  the  continuance,  for  11  months  in  1113,  of  10 
Computor  Draftsmen  on  Es.  20  each,  was  passed. 

8.  Survey  of  10000  acres  of  land  in  Survey  No.  10  of  the  Pallivasal 
pakuthi .  Government  having  sanctioned  the  registry  of  10,000  acres 
in  the  pakuthi,  at  a  concessional  rate  of  Es.  60  per  acre  to  bona  fide 
Travancoreans,  the  survey  had  to  be  pushed  through.  Only  3,488-92 
acres  had  so  far  been  completed  and  an  almost  equal  area  remained  to 
be  surveyed  as  there  were  applications  for  the  lands.  A  lump  sum  provi¬ 
sion  for  Rs.  3,000  proposed  by  the  Government  was  allowed  to  stand. 

9.  Temporary  staff  for  the  survey  of  Palace  gardens.  The  provi¬ 
sion  made  by  the  Government  of  Es.  544  (Es.  150  for  a  Surveyor  on 
Es.  25  for  6  months— an  outturn  by  him,  of  30  acres  per  month  being 
insisted  upon  Es.  144  for  3  chainmen  at  Es.  8  each  for  6  months  and 
Ks.  250  for  demarcation  charges)  was  allowed  to  stand. 
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10.  Debt  Conciliation  Boards.  The  Committee  perused  the  statement 
of  expenditure  proposed  and  passed  the  provision  of  Es.  54,810  com¬ 
posed  of  the  items  detailed  hereunder.  The  provision  will  be  made 
under  Administration  of  Justice  and  not  Land  Revenue.  The  Dewan 
pointed  out  that  savings  were  anticipated  in  the  allotment  under  Admi¬ 
nistration  of  Justice,  due  to  the  possible  reduction  in  the  course  of  the 
year  1113  in  the  number  of  Temporary  District  Judges’  and  Munsiffs’ 
Courts  and  of  Temporary  Sirkar  Vakils. 

Salaries.  Funds  required. 


Chief  Conciliation  Officer  ...  0,000 

Conciliation  Officers  (including 
salary  of  the  officer  for  theQuilon 
Board  to  be  established  shortly)  ...  20,400 

Establishment. 


Manager  (75-100) 
Head  clerks  6  (40-70) 
Clerks  9  (25-40) 

Clerks  14  (20-25) 
Copyists  21  (15) 
Process  peons  56  (9-11) 


Peons  16  (9-11)  ...  23,652 

Allowances.  Es. 

T.  A.  to  the  Chief  Conciliation 

Officer  ...  500 

T.  A,  to  the  staff  of  the  Chief  Con¬ 
ciliation  Officer  100 

T.  A.  to  the  6  Conciliation  Officers 

at  Es.  50  each  ...  300 


Contingencies. 


Eents  ...  2,418 

Auchal  charges  ...  400 

Office  expenses  and  mis¬ 
cellaneous  ...  600 

Purchase  of  books  ...  105 

Purchase  and  repair  of 
furniture  •••  300 

Bonus  to  copyists  ...  35 


'3,858 


900 

Ih.  C. 

12  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

12  6~ 


Grand  total  54,810  12  0 


or  Es.  54,810 


;  ;1V 

Income  Tax. 

11.  Special  Officer  for  the  Income  Tax  Department,  the  Dewan 
stated  that  at  present  there  was  shocking  evasion  of  income  tax,  that 
by  adopting  improved  methods  of  ascertaining  actual  incomes,  scrutinis¬ 
ing  balance  sheets  and  preventing  evasions.  Government  elsewhere  had 
almost  trebled  their  income  under  Income  Tax  during  the  last  decade, 
that  in  Travancore  the  land-owner  had  been  bled  white  and  badly  needed 
relief,  that  it  was  high  time  that  others  who  could  well  afford  to  pay 
should  be  made  to  pay  to  enable  the  land-holdeis  being  relieved,  and 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  training  the  local  Income  Tax  Officers  in  the 
new  system  of  work,  an  experienced  Income  Tax  export  from  British 
India  was  proposed  to  bo  appointed  for  a  period  of  6  months. 

Mr.  Varghese  asked  why  a  few  local  officers  could  not  be  sent  to 
British  India  and  got  trained.  The  Dowan  replied  that  that  would  be 
much  more  costly  and  much  less  efficient. 

Mr.  Elankath  asked  whether  the  period  was  not  likely  to  be  ex¬ 
tended,  and  was  told  that  the  present  hope  was  that  there  would  be  no 
need  for  that. 

Mr.  Kesava  Panikkar  raised  the  question  whether  an  outsider 
ignorant  of  local  conditions,  could  do  much  of  useful  work.  Mr.  K. 
George,  Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Commissioner,  who  was  pre. 
sent,  replied  that  the  law  of  income  tax  in  British  India  was  the 
same  as  the  law  here  ;  and  the  Dewan  added  that,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  for  which  the  proposed  appointment  was  intended,  knowledge  of 
local  conditions  was  not  necessary. 

Mr.  Kesava  Panikkar  further  asked  whether  a  son  of  the  soil  could 
not  be  thought  of.  The  Dewan  explained  that  he  could  not,  in  spite  of 
enquiry  and  trial,  get  one  ;  and  Mr.  George  pointed  out  that  it  was 
a  specialist  in  income  tax  that  was  being  thought  of. 

The  provision  of  Rs.  7,000  (Rs.  3,664  for  the  salary  of  the  officer, 
at  Bh.  Rs.  600  for  6  months,  and  Rs.  3,336  for  establishment,  T.  A.  and 
contingencies)  was  passed , 

12.  Tempo-ary  Income  Tax  Agency.  The  provision  of  Rs.  7,488,  for 
the  continuance,  for  11  months  in  1113,  of  the  two  Income  Tax 
Collectors  of  Trivandrum  and  Alleppey,  and  their  staff,  was  agreed  to  by 
the  Committee,  as  it  was  seen  that  the  scheme  had  proved  a  success. 
The  details  ef  the  items  composing  the  provision  are  as  follows  : — 


Rs. 

Two  Collectors  on  Rs.  175  3,850 

Two  Head  Clerks  on  Rs,  70  1,640 

Two  Head  peons  on  Rs.  12  264 

Six  peons  on  Rs-  9  594 

Travelling  allowance  720 

Purchase  and  repair  of  furniture  100 

Tour  charges  70 

Purchase  of  books  100 

Office  expenses  100 

Remuneration  to  copyists  50 

Anchal  charges  100 


7,488 


■  V;,"  ■ 

Forest,^ 

13.  Continuance  of  the  temporary  staff  for  the  disposal  of  kudivila 
claims.  Mr.  Elankatk  asked  why  there  was  inordinate  delay  in  some 
cases.  Mr.  R.  Dhanukoti  Pillai,  Conservator  of  Forests,  who  was 
present,  explained  how,  in  most  of  such  cases,  the  claims  of  minors  were 
involved  ;  and  the  Committee  accorded  its  approval  to  the  provision  of 
Es.  5,500  for  two  clerks  in  the  Conservator’s  office  (1  on  Rs.  40-5-70 
and  the  other  on  Rs.  25-3-40)  and  16  clerks  in  the  Divisional  Forest 
Offices  (8  on  Rs.  25-3-40  and  8  more  on  Rs.  20-1-25), 

14.  Preservation  of  yam.  The  Dew  an  stated  that  it  was  His  High¬ 
ness’  idea  that,  as  in  America  and  Africa,  Travancore  should  have  her 
own  sanctuaries  of  wild  game. 

Mr.  Kesava  Panikkar  asked  whether,  after  all,  the  post  was  not 
intended  as  a  mere  ornament ;  and  the  question  of  the  present  incum¬ 
bent  was  raised .  .  The  Dewan  emphasised  that  the  real  object  was  to 
preserve  wild  game  in  their  natural  environment,  to  facilitate  their 
breeding  and  to  prevent  indiscriminate  shooting.  He  also  assured  the 
Committee  that  the  attitude  of  the  non-officials  towards  the  appointment 
would  be  borne  in  mind  at  the  expiry  of  tlio  present  Warden’s  term  in 
next  Vrischikam. 

In  regard  to  the  provision  for  the  purchase  of  a  jolly  boat,  it  was 
explained  to  the  committee  how  it  would  save  the  enormous  recurring 
cost  in  making  use  of  the  heavy  and  costly  steam  launch  “Couatess  of 
Willingdon”. 

The  provision  of  Rs.  2,132,  composed  of  the  following  items,  was 


allowed  to  stand : 

Rs. 

(1)  Purchase  of  a  jolly  boat  18'  x6'  clinker  teak  built 

with  an  out-board  Britannia  Motor  including  cost  of 
conveyance  ...  1,500 

(2)  One  watcher  to  look  after  the  boat  on  Es.  12  per 

mensem  for  11  months  ...  132 

(3)  Construction  of  one  picnic  shed  of  wood  at  the  Game 

Sanctuary  ...  100 

(4)  Maintenance  of  a  bridle  path  cut  in  the  Nellikam- 

patty  Sanctuary  ...  100 

(5)  Maintenance  of  Grass  plots  made  in  the  Nellikam- 

patty  Sanctuary  ...  100 

(6)  Cutting  and  removing  dangerous  and  ugly  looking 

stumps  from  selected  places  in  the  channels  to  pre¬ 
vent  accidents  to  launch,  etc.  ...  200 

Total  ...  2,132 


15.  Deputation  of  an  officer  for  collecting  notes  on  hill  tribes. 
The  suggestion, — it  was  explained  to  the  committee, — originated  from 
Dr.  Walaschimdt,  Curator,  Indian  Section  of  the  Berlin  State  Museum 
of  Ethnography,  who  visited  Travancore  in  1933, 


The  Committee  allowed  the  proposed  provision  of  Its.  1,064 
(Es.  600,  for  the  Eauger  for  6  months, 

Es.  54,  for  a  peon  on  Es.  9  for  the  period, 

Es.  180,  for  T.  A.  for  both, 

Es.  .50,  for  contingency,  and 

Es.  180,  for  photography,  including  T.  A.  for  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  Assistant  Photographer.) 

EI3UXSTBATION. 

16.  Continuance,  in  1118,  of  (•£)  the,  8  Temporary  Sub-Registry 
Offices  at  Bcilaraiuapumni,  IV.arkala  anil  Kothanumga km,  and  (ii)  the 
additional  staff  of  2  clerks  and  2  peons  for  the  Bub-Registry  Offices 
a,  t,  Peer  made  and  Becitwlam.  Mr.  Vargheso  suggested  that  the  three 
temporary  offices  might  well  be  made  permanent  as  this  had  been  in 
existence  and  found  necessary  for  nearly  ten  years.  The  provision  of 
Es.  5,841  was  agreed  to.  The  details  are  as  follows  : — 

Es, 

I.  (i)  3  Sub-liegistrars  on  Es.  55  each  in  the  scale  of 


Es.  50-5/2-75  ...  1,815 

(ii)  3  Head  Clerks  on  Es.  28  each  in  the  scale  of 

Es.  25-3-40  ...  924 

(iii)  8  Clerks  on  Es.  21  each  in  the  scale  of 

Es.  20-1-25  ...  1,848 

(iv)  6  peons  on  Es-  9  each  in  the  scale  of 

Es.  9-1/6-11  ...  594 

II.  (i)  ‘2  Clerks  on  Es.  ‘21  each  in  the  scale  of 

Es.  20-1-25  for  11  months  ...  462 

(ii)  2  peons  on  Es.  9  each  for  11  months  ...  198 

Grand  total  ...  5,841 


17.  Additional  hands  for  the  office  of  the  Registrar  of  the  Joint 
Stock-  Companies.  Mr.  N.  K.  Padmanabha  Pillai,  Eegistrar  of  Joint 
Stock  Companies,  who  was  present,  explained  that  there  had  been  re¬ 
cently  a  rise  in  the  number  of  new  of  Joint  Stock  Companies  registered, 
and  how  the  Government  had  actually  derived  substantial  income  by 
registering  companies.  It  was  also  pointed  out  that  a  large  number  of 
Life  Assurance  Companies  under  the  new  Begulation  had  to  be  dealt 
with. 

Mr.  Varghese  suggested  the  need  for  a  full-time  Registrar  of  Joint 
Stock  Companies.  The  Dewan  stated  that  hitherto  the  Government 
were  not  exercising  their  powers  under  the  Regulation  of  audit  and 
inspection  of  companies,  that  Government  intended  doing  so  hereafter 
and  would  surely  consider  the  question  of  a  full-time  Registrar  in  due 
course. 

■  The  proposed  provision  of  Es.  594  (for  1  clerk  on  Es.  25-40, 
1  clerk-typist  on  Es.  20-26  and  1  peon  on  Rs.  9-11,  was  allowed. 


General  Administration. 

18.  Revision  of  the _  Almanac  and  Directory  for  1938.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  allowed  the  provision  of  Es.  300  for  payment  of  allowances  to 
three  clerks  (Es.  15  a  month  for  2  clerks,  Es.  10  each  for  1  clerk  and 
a  typist  for  Karkatakam  1112  and  for  five  months  in  1113). 

19.  Additional  chauffeur  for  Bkaktivilas.  A  sum  of  Es.  240  for 
an  additional  chauffeur  for  Bhaktivilas,  on  Es.  20-25,  was  allowed  to 
be  provided  for  in  the  Budget  for  1113. 

20.  Appointment  of  1  Malay  alam  Typists  in  the  Secretariat.  The 
proposed  provision  of  Es.  880,  for  4  Malaya! am  typists  on  Es.  20-1-25 
each,  for  11  months  in  1113,  was  passed  by  the  Committee. 

21.  Stores  Purchase  Committee.  Mr.  Elankatk  wanted  to  be 
assured  of  savings  in  expenditure  as  a  result  of  the  proposal,  and  th.6 
Dewan  explained  how,  admittedly,  even  the  cheapest  of  the  suppliers 
to  Government  were  making  net  profits  of  over  35  per  cent.,  how  the 
Government  therefore  stood  to  make  that  profit  for  fhemseles  and  how 
the  Government  of  India  had  made  mores  by  trying  the  experiment. 

The  provision,  of  Es.  1,275  (3  clerks  1  on  Es.  40-70,  another  on 
Es.  25.40  and  a  third  on  Ba.  20-25  and  a  Typist  on  20-25)  and  of 
Es.  2,250  under  Contingencies  was  passed. 

22.  Regrading  of  the  ministerial  staff  of  the  Secretariat, 
Mr.  Varghese  asked  whether,  instead  of  increasing  2  posts  in  the  1st 
grade,  4  in  the  2nd  grade  and  6  in  the  3rd  grade,  as  proposed,  it  would 
not  suffice  if  12  posts  were  added  to  the  3rd  grade.  The  Chief  Secretary 
pointed  out  that  the  clerks  who  stood  to  get  promoted  to  the  2nd  and 
1st  grade  were  mostly  graduates  and  graduates  in  law  of  long  service 
and  that  the  aim  was  to  provide  them  with  better  chances  for  promotion 
to  the  higher  grades. 

The  provision  required  was  allowed  by  the  Committee. 

23.  Additional  Private  Secretary  to  the  Daman.  The  proposed 
provision  of  Es-  3,600  (Es.  3,000  for  the  pay  of  the  Additional  Private 
Secretary  and  Es.  600  for  conveyance  allowance  for  the  2  Private 
Secretaries  at  Es.  25  each  per  mensem)  was  allowed  to  be  made. 

24.  Continuance  of  the  temporary  staff  of  the  Press  Room.  The 
provision  of  Es.  1,953  (1  clerk  on  Es.  75-lUO,  another  on  Es.  40-70 
and  a  Typist  on  Es.  20-25  and  a  peon  on  Es.  9-11)  was  approved. 

25.  Land  Mortgage  Bank.  The  Dewan  stated  that,  till  the  in¬ 
auguration  of  the  new  banking  arrangements,  the  posts  of  the  Assistant 
Manager  and  Becord  Keeper  had  to  be  continued,  and  assured  that 
there  would  be  need  to  continue  the  present  arrangements  only  for  a 
short  period; 

The  provision  of  Es.  1,200  for  the  salary  of  the  Assistant  Manager 
and  of  Es.  240  for  the  salary  of  the  Becord  Keeper  was  allowed  to 
stand. 

The  Committee  rose  for  the  day  at  12-4  p.  m. 


MINUTES  OF  THE  SECOND  MEETING  OF  THE 
STANDING  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Saturday , the  3rd  July  1037jl9th  Mitlmmm  Ills. 


The  second  meeting  ot  the  Standing  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Travancore  Legislature  (Second  Sri  Ghitra  State  Council  and  Second 
Sri  Mulam  Assembly)  was  held  in  the  Dcwan’s  Boom,  Public  Offices,, 
at  11  a.  M.  on  Saturday,  the  3rd  July  1937.  Sachivottama  Sir  C.  P. 
Bamaswami  Aiyar,  it.  c.  I.  e.,  Dewau,  presided. 

The  following  members  ware  present — 

1.  K,  B.  Elankath  Esq.,  b.  a,,  Member,  Sri  Chitra  State 
Council. 

‘2.  M.  Kesava  PanikkarEsq.  b.  a.,  b.  l.,  Member,  Sri  Mulam 
Assembly. 

3.  E.  P.  Varghese  Esq.,  m.  a.,  b.  l.,  Member,  Sri  Mulam 

Assembly. 

4.  Bao  Bahadur  Bajyasevaniruta  N.  Kunjan  Pillai  M.  a., 

b.  so,  ph.  D.,  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 

5.  Bao  Bahadur  A.  Bengaswami  Aiyar  B.  A.,  Financial 

Secretary  to  Government. 

Land  Revenue  ( contcl .) 

26.  Temporary  staff  for  the  Jenmikaram  Settlement  work. 
The  provision  of  Bs.  17t872,  consisting  of  the  following  items  was 
approved 

A.  Office  of  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioned. 


(«)  Clerical. 

1.  1  Additional  Jenmikaram  Settlement  Officer  on 

Bs.  75  for  one  month  75 

2.  1  clerk  on  Bs.  40  in  the  scale  of  Bs.  25-3/2-40 

for  12  months  480 

3.  1  Clerk-typist  on  Bs.  25  in  the  scale  of  Bs.  20-1/2 

-25  for  12  months  300 

4.  1  clerk  on  Bs.  25  in  the  scale  of  Bs.  20-1/2-25 

for  one  month  25 

5.  1  Typist  on  Bs.  25  in  the  scale  of  Bs.  20-1/2-25 

for  one  month  25 

6.  1  Copyist  on  Bs.  15  for  12  months  180 


1,085 


Total 


IX 


B.  Offices  of  the  Division  Peishkaks. 

(i)  Clerical. 

1.  3  clerks  on  Bs.  35  each  in  the  scale  of  Bs.  25-3/2 

-40  for  12  months  1,260 

2.  3  clerks  on  Bs.  23  J  each  in  the  scale  of  Bs.  20-1/2 

-25  for  one  month  70 

3.  3  clerk-typists  on  11s.  25  each  in  the  scale  of 

Bs.  20-1/2-25  for  12  months  900 

4.  3  copyists  on  Bs.  15  each  for  12  months  540 

Total  -  2,770 

(ii)  Checking  staff. 

1.  3  Checking  Officers  on  Bs.  75  each  for  12  months  2,700 

2.  3  clerks  on  Bs.  231  each  in  the  scale  of  Bs. 

20-1/2-25  for  12  months  837 

Total  3,537 

(in)  Travelling  Allowance. 

1.  P.  T.  A.  for  3  Checking  Officers  at  Bs.  10  each 

for  12  months  360 

2.  Ordinary  T.  A.  for  the  normal  staff  and  the 

checking  staff  100 

Total  460 


C.  Taluk  Offices. 
ii)  Clerical. 

(a)  2  Additional  Jenmikaram  Settlement  Offi¬ 
cers  on  Bs.  40  each  in  the  scale  of  Bs  40-2-70 


for  12  months  §60 

(i)  1  20  clerks  on  Bs.  23|  each  in  the  scale  of 

Bs.  20-1/2-25  for  12  months  5,680 

2.  18  copyists  oh  Bs.  3  5  each  for  12  months  3,240 

Total  9,780 


(ii)  Travelling  Allowance, 

P.  T.  A.  to  two  Additional  Jenmikaram  Settle- 

meht' Officers  at  Rs.  10  each  for  12  months  ‘240 

17,872 


Grand  total  of  A  to  C. 


27.  Temporary  establishment  for  the  demarcation  and  survey  of 
encroachments  within  the  Cardamom  Hills  Reserve.  Mr.  K.  Govindan 
Kartha,  the  Superintendent  of  Survey,  who  was  present,  explained 
how,  to  discover  an  encroachment,  several  miles  would  have  to  be 
traversed  by  (he  staff;  and  Mr.  K.  George  who  was  present  pointed 
out  that  the  more  the  work  was  delayed  the  more  the  revenues  would 
suffer 

Mr.  Kesava  Panikkar  asked  whether  the  number  of  Head  Sur¬ 
veyors  could  not  be  reduced  from  2  to  1. 

Mr.  Elankatli  asked  whether  tiro  staff  would  work  throughout  the 

year. 

The  Superintendent  of  Survey  said  that  2  Head  Surveyors  were 
required  as  one  Head  Surveyor  was  necessary  to  supervise  and  control 
the  work  of  G  or  7  Surveyors,  and  that  the  staff  could  work  only  for  0 
months  in  the  year, 

Mr.  Kesava  Panickar  asked  why  then  the  provision  could  not  be 
limited  for  6  months. 

The  JDewan  stated  that  the  Department  wanted  25  men,  and  that 
it  was  be  that  limited  the  numb jr  to  15  and  2  Head  Surveyors,  and 
that  the  staff  asked  lor  was  necessary. 

A  sum  of  Rs.  11,463,  composed  of  the  following  items  was  allowed 


to  be  provided  for. — 

Kb. 

2  ITead  Surveyors  on  Rs.  60  each  720 

15  Surveyors  on  Es.  25  each  2,250 

64  Chainmen  on  Es-  9  each  3,456 

7  Computor  draftsmen  on  Rs.  20  each  840 

Demarcation  charges  1)500 

Office  expenses  and  miscellaneous  50 

Travelling  allowance  100 

Local  allowance  2,547 

Total  11,463 


28.  llaraMpathippu  work— tempi  rary  staff  for.  The  provision  of 
Es-  2,346  (Es.  1,386  for  9  Accountants  on'Es-  14  each,  and  Rs.  960 
for  4  clerks  on  Es.  20  for  12  months)  was  approved. 

29.  Survey  of  unsuroeyed  minor  circuits.  The  Committee  approved 
of  provision  being  made  for  Rs.' 71,156  composed  of  the  follow- 


EstablishMen*. 


Field  staff. 

Fund*. 

Es. 

Head  Surveyors  4  (50) 

2,200 

Deputy  Surveyors  15  (25) 

4,126 

Theodolite  Surveyors  15  (20) 

3,300 

Surveyors  100  (14) 

15,400 

25,025 

-xi 

Office  staff. 

Manager  (100)  jjOO 

Head  clerk  (40)  '44 q 

Clerks  2  (20)  440 

1,980 

Technical  staf 

Head  draftsmen  2  (26-40)  650 

Computor  draftsmen  10  (20)  8,520 

Computer  draftsmen  16  (15)  2^640 

6,71° 

Total  of  Establishment  83,715 

Travelling  allowance, 

T.  A.  to  gazetted  officers  500 

T.  A.  to  Establishment  .  200 

P.  T,  A,  for  4  Head  Surveyors  at  Es,  10  each 

per  mensem  440 

1,140 

Contingencies* 

Rents.  R* 

Plouse  rent  for  4  Head  Surveyors  at  Es.  3)each  per 
mensem  and  office  rent  for  Assistant  Superin¬ 
tendent  at  Es.  15  per  mensem  ...  297 

Anchal  charges  ...  500 

Office  expenses  and  miscellaneous  ...  150 

Mounting  of  maps  ...  50 

Purchase  and  repair  of  furniture  ...  400 

Purchase  of  survey  instruments  ...  2,000 

Chainmen’s  wages  for  283  chainmen  at  Es.  8  per 

mensem  ...  24,004 

Demarcation  and  line  clearing  charges  ...  8, COO 

36,301 

Grand  total  71,150 

Public  Service  Commissioner. 

30.  Continuance  of  the  additional  staff  sane, Honed  for  1112.  Mr. 

Elankath  enquired  about  the  woik  which  necessitated  the  giani 
asked  for  and  Mr.  Kesava  Panikkar  asked  what  the  strength  ot  the 
staff  in  Madras  was. 


Dr.  G-.  D.  Nokes  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  who  was  present 
explained  that  what  was  asked  for  was  what  had  been  granted  for  1112, 
that  several  registers  were  being  maintained  in  his  office,  that  unlike 
in  British  India  where  the  head  of  each  District  could  recruit  the 
clerks  for  his  District,  here,  the  staff  for  the  whole  State  was  being 
recruited  by  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  and  that  therefore  the 
staff  asked  for  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Elankath  asked  whether  the  Commissioner  scrutinised  every 
case  or  left  it  to  his  Secretary ;  and  the  Commissioner  assured  that 
every  selection  made  in  his  office  came  finally  to  him. 

Mr.  Kesava  Panikkar  complained  that  the  last  two  years’  working 
of. the  office  had  only  made  the  position  of  the  inadequately  represented 
communities  worse,  and  that,  in  the  Commissioner’s  office  itself,  the 
Commissioner’s  Buies  did  not  seem  to  have  been  followed.  Dr.  Nokes 
denied  the  allegation. 

Instances  of  heart-burning,  caused  by  the  application  of  the  rule 
which  gave  each  fresh  recruit  only  [one  chance  in  a  year  to  act,  and 
which  sometimes  led  to  junior  men  acting  for  longer  periods  than 
seniors,  were  mentioned  to  the  Commissioner  who  replied  that  it  was 
with  a  view  to  give  chances  of  entry  into  service  to  as  many  as  possible 
that  the  rule  in  question  was  being  enforced. 

The  Dewan  explained  how,  even  in  Madras,  the  object  of  the 
Service  Commission  had  not  yet  been  fully  achieved,  and  how  it  was 
necessarily  a  slow  process. 

It  was  agreed  that  provision  be  made,  in  the  Budget,  for  Rs.  2,453 
(for  a  clerk  on  Rs.  40,  5  clerks  on  Rs.  25,  1  typist  on  Rs.  25,  1 
attender  on  Rs.  15  and  2  peons  on  Rs.  9  each  per  mensem). 

Finance  Department. 

31.  Audit  of  the  Travancore  Bailway  accounts.  The  Dewan  ex¬ 
plained  how  much  the  State  was  losing  on  their  comparatively  short 
railway  line. 

Mr.  Varghese  suggested  that  an  officer  of  high  Status  so  as  to  com¬ 
mand  respect  from  the  officers  in  Railway  office  should  be  deputed  for 
the  audit. 

A  lump  sum  provision  of  Rs.  3,000  for  the  purpose  was  agreed 
upon. 

82.  Additional  staff  for  the  Financial  Secretariat.  A  sum  of 
Rs.  440  (for  ]  Record-keeper  on  Rs.  25-3-40  and  1  Attender  on 
Rs.  15-1/3-20)  was  agreed  upon. 

33.  Scale  pay  of  the  Assistant  Secretary,  Finance  Department. 
The  item  wab  provided  for  to  bring  the  scale  of  pay  of  this  Assistant 
Secretary  also  on  a  line  with  those  of  the  other  Assistant  Secretaries  of 
the  Secretariat.  Provision  of  Rs.  330  to  eover  the  net  increase  in  ex¬ 
penditure,  was  therefore  agreed  upon. 
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Account  Office. 

34.  Special  Ofjieer  for  the  revision  of  Codes.  Mr.  Kesava  Panikkar 
enquired  why  such  a  high  paid  officer  had  been  deputed  for  the  work. 
The  Dewan  explained  how,  due  to  the  absence  of  a  Code,  a  lot  of  ap¬ 
parently  unnecessary  expenditure  was  being  incurred  at  present,  in  the 
Military  Department  for  instance  and  how  there  was  need  for  proper 
codification  in  several  matters.  The  item  was  passed.  Es,  14,300  in 
round  figures  to  cover  the  following  items  of  expenditure  was  therefore 
allowed  to  be  provided  for  in  the  Budget  for  1113 ; — 


Salary  of  the  Account  Officer  on  special  duty 

(500-700)  ...  8,400 

,  Establishment.— Two  Auditors,  one  Typist,  one 

Daffadar,  one  Moohi  and  six  peons  ...  3,754 

Travelling  allowances  ...  1,500 

Contingencies  ...  650 


Total  ...  14,304  or 

Es.  14,300  in  round  figures. 

35.  Temporary  staff  for  re-writing  Savings  Bank  Ledgers .  Five 
Auditors  on  Es.  25-40  were  allowed  to  be  appointed,  and  the  provision 
of  Es.  375  for  three  months  was  passed. 

36.  Additional  staff  for  the  Provident  Fund  Section  of  the  Account 
Ofjfiee.  The  proposed  provision  of  Es.  1,547  (for  4  Auditors— 2  of  them 
to  be  made  permanent  from  1-1-1113— and  1  Attender— who  along  with 
the  other  2  Auditors  will  continue  to  be  temporary  till  1-1.1114)  for 
additional  staff  for  the  Section  to  cope  with  the  increasing  work  in  the 
Section,  was  passed  by  the  Committee. 

37.  Temporary  Auditors  for  the  per  cent,  loan  section.  The 
proposal  was  merely  to  continue  the  2  temporary  Auditors  on  Es.  25-40 
of  the  Section.  Provision  was  therefore  allowed  to  be  made  of  Es.  550 
in  the  Budget  for  1118. 

38.  Temporary  Attender  for  Anchal  Hundi  Section.  Here  also  the 
proposal  was  for  the  continuance  of  the  present  arrangement ;  and  the 
Committee  approved  the  provision  of  Es.  180  for  1  Attender  on 
Es.  15-1/3-18. 

^39.  Additional  staff  for  the  Tension  Section.  It  was  explained  to 
the  Committee  how,  at  present,  there  was  enormous  delay  in  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  pension  papers  even  in  cases  where  the  amounts  due  were 
trifling ;  and  the  proposed  provision  of  Rs.  580,  for  2  Additional  - 
Auditors  on  Es.  25-3-40  eachiper  mensem  with  effect  from  1-1-1113 
was  allowed  to  stand. 

Administration  of  Justice. 

40.  Continuance  of  the  Temporary  Judges  of  the  High  Court  and  of 
the  temporary  subordinate  courts.  The  .  Dewan  explained  that  on 
account  of  the  establishment  of  the  Conciliation  Boards  new  money 
suits  in  courts  had  already  begun  to  fall  in  numbers,  that,  due  to  re¬ 
presentations  with  reference  to  certain  localities  where  Boards  had  not 


been  established,  Government  proposed  to  establish  more  Boards  up  to 
10  on  the  whole  as  had  been  promised  in  the  Legislature,  that  there¬ 
fore  Government  hoped  that  the  work  ineourts  would  be  diminished  by 
about  a  third  and  that  therefore  Government  themselves  had  reduced 
the  demand  made  in  the  note,  by  Bs.  24,000  in  the  case  of  the  District 
Courts  and  Bs.  21,000  in  the  case  of  the  Munsifls’  Courts. 

Mr  Elankath  objected  to  the  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  re-enter¬ 
tained  retired  Judges  of  the  High  Court  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
no  reason  to  do  it  now  after  they  had  already  served  for  some  months 
on  the  lower  pay ;  and  Mr.  Kesara  Panikkar  said  that,  on  principle, 
re-entertainment  of  retired  Judges  was  bad. 

The  Dewan  said  that  it  had  been  represented  to  him  that,  the  low 
pay  actually  affected  the  prestige  of  the  Judges  concerned  and  that  he 
had  already  made  the  re-appointments  on  the  enhanced  pay. 

The  provisions  detailed  below  were  passed 
I.  High  Court . 

Bs. 

(i)  Two  Temporary  Additional  Judges  Bs.  3,207  \  .  , 
Temporary  staff  for  the  Fourth  Bench  Bs.  1,199  j  4)46(3 

(ii)  Temporary  staff  including  Steno-typists  6,984 


II.  District  and  Sessions  Judges’  Courts. 

(i)  Temporary  Second  Judges  20,900 

(ii)  Temporary  Second  Judges’  Courts’  Establish¬ 

ment  14.333 


Deduction  made  by  Government  on  account  of 
anticipated  savings  due  to  Conciliation 
Boards 


III.  Fire  Temporary  Muvsif/s'  Gout 

(i)  Five  Temporary  Munsiffs 

(ii)  Eftablishment 


Deduction  made  by  Government  on  account  of 
anticipated  savings  due  to  Conciliation 


Total 


21,098 


O' .  First  Glass  Magistrate’s  Court,  Poonjat. 

Temporary  staff  594 

F-  Village  Panchayat  Courts  at  Parur  and  NagerooiL 

Temporary  staff  660 


Grand  Total  45,005 


41.  Statutes  Beoision  Committee.  Tim  Dewan  "explained  that  the 
Committee  could  not  come  to  an  agreement  on  certain  very  important 
matters  and  that  the  work  could  be  got  through  by  the  Additional’ 
Head  Sirkar  Vakil  himself,  that  the  Secretary  had  left  off  his  practice 
at  the  Bar  relying  on  the  hope  held  out  to  him  by  Government  and  that 
he  had  therefore  to  be  provided  ‘for  suitably’  in  the  Public  Service, 
and  that  considering  all  these  circumstances  the  Government  them¬ 
selves  had  reduced  Bs.  3,000  out  of  the  total  demand  in  the  note  and 
provided  merely  for  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  for  some  months  till 
he  could  be  provided  for  elsewhere. 

Mr.  E.  P-  Varghese  pointed  out  the  urgent  need  for  the  revision 
of  the  Travancore  Criminal  Procedure  Code. 

A  sum  of  Bs-  2,700  alone  instead  of  Bs.  5,700  originally  proposed 
was  to  be  provided.  This  was  agreed  to  by  the  Committee. 

42.  Temporary  Sirkar  Vakils.  Government  had  reduced  the  pro¬ 
vision  from  Bs.  12,200  (Bs.  10,300  for  the  temporary  Sirkar  Vakils 
and  Bs.  1,900  for  5  clerks  and  4  peons)  to  Bs.  6,200  and  it  was  passed. 

Jails. 

43.  Additional  looms  and  additional  staff.  The  Superintendent 
Central  Prison,  explained  that  he  contemplated  the  introduction  of 
dyeing  also  and  the  production  of  finer  articles  with  the  help  of  power 
looms.  The  Financial  Secretary  said  that  there  would  be  an  increase 
of  revenue.  Therefore,  the  provision  of  Bs.  3,285  for  the  purchase  of 
additional  power  looms  and  motors,  of  Bs.  385  for  2  Weaving  Assis¬ 
tants  [1  on  Bs.  20  (20-1-25)  and  another  on  Bs.  15  (15-1*20)  j  and  of 
Bs.  110  for  office  expenses,  together  amounting  to  Bs.  3,780  was 
allowed. 


Police. 

44.  Inspector  fat  Police  Band,  and  additional  Trajfic  constables  of 
various  grades.  The  Commissioner  wbo  was  present  explained  that 
the  demand  Was  the  result  of  complaints  and  requisitions  made  by 
Municipal  Presidents  of  the  four  towns  of  Alleppey,  Quilon,  Nagercoil 
and  Kottayatn,  and  that  motor  traffic  was  every  day  on  the  increase- 
Mr.  Elankath  asked  why  there  should  be  so  many  grades  among 
the  proposed  constabulary. 

Mr.  Varghese  asked  whether  the  Commissioner  Cohld  hot  be 
satisfied  with  33,  instead  of  63  constables  asked  for,  and  manage  with 
the  reduced  number  for  some  time. 
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The  Commissioner  pointed  out  that  this  demand  was  for  a  much 
larger  number  and  that  it  was  the  Government  that  had  cut  down  the 
number  to  63*  and  that  that  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Elankath  asked  whether  this  could  not  wait  till  the  inaugura¬ 
tion  of  the  proposed  Transport  Scheme.  He  was  told  that  the  new 
scheme  would  surely  entail  further  additions  to  the  Traffic  Regulation 
staff-  The  Dewan  added  that  the  new  scheme  would  operate  immedi¬ 
ately  only  in  the  main  road  bet  ween  Trivandrum  and  the  Cape. 

Mr.  Kesava  Panikkar  also  suggested  that  33  constables  of  the 
lowest  grade  would  suffice. 

Out  of  the  items  detailed  below,  44  constables  out  of  63  and  the 
whole  of  items  II  and  III  were  sanctioned  : — 

1.  Constables  for  the  Traffic  Unit. 

7  Second  Class  Constables  at  Rs.  13  each  ) 

14  Third  Class  Constables  at  Rs.  12  each  > 

23  Fourth  Class  Constables  at  Rs.  11  each  j 
Local  allowance  to  44  Constables  at  Rs.  2  each 

II.  For  Guarding  the  Padmanabha^uram  Palace . 

1  First  Class  Constable  at  Rs-  14  ] 

1  Second  Class  Constable  at  Rs.  13  j-  429 

1  Third  Class  Constable  at  Rs.  12  J 

III.  For  the  Police  Band. 

1  Fourth  Grade  Inspector  of  Police 
on  Rs-  50-5-75  (Deducting  the  pay 
of  Head  Constable  on  Rs.  25  plus 
local  allowance  of  Rs.  10)  165 

Total  7,194 

46.  Santkanpara  Out-post.  The  proposed  provision  of  Rs.  1,130-7-0 
as  per  statement  given  below,  for  the  continuance  of  the  Out-post 
t  mporarily  from  1-1-1113,  Was  approved  by  the  Committee:— 

Rs.  Ch.  C- 

One  Third  Grade  Head  Constable  on  Rs-  (18) 

Four  constables  one  in  each  of  the  four 

classes  (14),  (13),  (12)  and  (11)  748  0  0 

Local  allowances  374  0  0 

Supplies,  Services  ancl  Contingencies— Light¬ 
ing  charges  8  7  0  « 


Rs. 

5,632 

968 


Total 


1,130  7  0 


46.  Continuance  of  1  First  Grade  Head  Constable  and  10  Fourth 
Grade  Constables  for  the  Thalaijar  and  Mtmnar  Out-posts  from 
1-1-1113.  The  proposed  provision  of  Rs.  2,184  (Rs.  1,485  for  1  First 
Grade  Head  Constable  on  Rs.  25  and  10  Fourth  Class  Constables  on 
Rs.  11  each,  Rs.  688  for  local  allowance  and  Rs.  11  for  oil  for  lighting) 
was  accepted  by  the  Committee. 

47.  Re-establishment  of  the  Thanneerinukkom  Out-post.  Mr.  Var- 
ghese  argued  that  the  out-post  was  abolished  in  1088,  'that  the  people 
had  been  getting  along  quite  well  without  it  during  the  last  20  years, 
even  when  there  was  no  road  communication  in  Sherfcallai,  that  Shert- 
allai  was  now  accessi  ble  by  road  and  was  only  miles  from  Thanneer- 
mukkam,  and  that  there  was  therefore  no  reason  why  the  out-post 
should  be  re-established  there.  The  Commissioner  said  that  the  people 
of  the  locality  wanted  it.  Mr.  Vargheso  said  the  provision  might  stand 
if  the  Government  considered  the  out-post  really  necessary. 

Provision  was  therefore  allowed  to  be  made  for  Rs.  753-14-0 
(Rs.  748  for  a  Third  Grade  Head  Constable  on  Rs.  18  and  for  4  con¬ 
stables  (on  Rs.  14, 13,  12,  and  11),  and  Rs.  5-14-0  for  lighting  charges 
at  Rs.  0-14-0  a  month). 

AGRICULTURE. 

48.  Deputation  of  an  Agricultural  Inspector  to  Jaffna,  Tinnevelly , 
Coimbatore  and  other  places  for  studying  the  cultivation  and 
curing  of  tobacco.  The  Dewan  pointed  out  how,  at  present,  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  got  absolutely  nothing  out  of  Coimbatore  and  Tinnevelly 
tobacco  which  could  be  cultivated  in  some  parts  of  the  State. 

Provision  of  Rs.  1,200  was  allowed  to  stand  for  the  salary  T.  A. 
and  contingent  expenditure  of  the  Inspector. 

49.  Revival  of  the  Kan  Experimental  Station  at  ParaMad.  Mr. 
Elankath  asked  why  it  was  abolished.  The  Director  of  Agriculture  who 
was  presnt,  replied  that  it  was  abolished  as  a  measure  of  retrenchment. 

Mr.  Varghese  raised  doubts  about  the  utility  of  the  station  as  the 
soil  varied  from  field  to  field  and  the  chief  difficulty  there  was  to  '  drain 
the  water,  for  which  the  station  was  not  the  remedy. 

The  Director  replied  that  the  want  of  drainage  Was  only  one  of 
the  difficulties  and  that  a  station  there  would  serve  to  examine  the  soil 
wherever  necessary,  to  experiment,'  and  to  demonstrate  the  results  of 
successful  experiments. 

The  Dewan  explained  that  the  Government  had  in  view  not  only 
the  cultivation  of  uncultivated  tracts  but  also  the  introduction  of  new 
crops. 

The  Provision  of  Rs.  716  (Rs.  275  for  salaries  and  Rs.  500  for  con¬ 
tingencies)  was  approved  of  by  the  committee. 

~  50.  Assistant  Entomologist.  The  proposal  to  provide  a  sum  of 
Rs.  825  for  the  pay  of  the  Assistant  was  accepted  by  the  Committee. 


51.  Stud  bulls.  Mr.  Varghese  suggested  that  the  grants  should  be 
distributed  to  the  various  parts  of  the  State.  The  Director  said  that 
this  was  the  case  even  now.  It  was  agreed  that  Es.  760  (for  15 
additional  grants)  be  provided  for  in  the  Budget  for  1113. 

52.  Goidina  mice  of  the  Agricultural  School  at  Iioni.  Mr.  Elankath 
complained  that  the  school  was  not  serving  any  useful  purpose,  that  the 
young  men  who  passed  out  were  not  becoming  expert  agriculturists, 
that  like  the  Alwaye  school,  this  too  could  be  abolished  and  that  it 
would  be  better  to  concentrate  attention  on  one  central  institution  like 
the  one  at  Kottarakara. 

The  Director  quoted  figures  to  show  that  the  students  of  the  school 
had  actually  developed  into  good  agriculturists  and  that,  since  S.  S,  L.  G. 
holders  were  now  being  admitted  into  the  school,  it  enabled  the  young 
men  who  passed  out  to  serve  as  teachers  of  elementary  agriculture  in 
ordinary  schools. 

The  Dewan  said  that  the  school  was  likely  to  serve  as  a  feeder  to 
the  Faculty  of  Agriculture  in  the  proposed  University. 

Mr.  Elenkath  thought  that  the  amount  might  be  better  utilised 
for  a  demonstration  farm  at  Edanad  where  there  was  none  now. 

The  Chief  Secretary  explained  that  the  school  was  serving  a  useful 
purpose,  that  the  case  of  Alwaye  was  entirely  different  since  it  was  the 
people  of  Alwaye  that  contributed  money  for  the  former  Agricultural 
school  there  and  wanted  the  Government  to  start  one  there.  He  also 
pointed  out  that  there  was  also  a  small  farm  attached  to  the  Koni 
School. 

The  provision  of  Es.  4,259  composed  of  the 
approved  by  the  Committee  ; — 

Salaries 

Establishment 

T.  A. 

Contingencies. 


Anchal  charges  25 

Purchase  and  repair  of  furniture  20 

Purchase  of  books  and  periodicals  20 

Hostel  charges  300 

Stipends  1,200 

Wages  to  coolies  600 

Seeds,  manure  aud  implements  200 

Office  expenses  and  miscellaneous  100 


Total  4,259 


63.  Additional  teacher  in  the  Mitnambam  Fishery  School.  A  sum 
of  Es.  165  for  the  pay  of  the  teacher  for  11  months  in  1113,  was 
allowed  to  b©  provided  for  in  the  Budget  for  1113- 


following  items  was 

Es. 

825 

869 

100 


xix 

54.  Special  Fishery  School  for  _Arayas  at  Karunagapalli.  This 
proposal  also,  to  provide  Rs,  660  was  approved  of.  Details  of  the  items 
are  as  follows :  - 

Rs, 

Pay  of  the  Headmaster  for  11  months  at  " 

Rs.  25  in  the  scale  of  Es.  25-3/2-40  per 
mensem  275 

Pay  of  the  Technical  Assistant  for  11  months 
at  Es.  20  in  the  scale  of  Es.  20-1/2-25  per 
mensem  220 

Pay  of  the  Assistant  Teacher  for  11  months 
at  Es.  15  in  the  scale  of  Es.  15-1/3-18  per 
mensem  165 

Total  660 

55.  Veterinary  compounder  at  Neyyatiinkara.  Provision  of 
Es.  280  (Es.  165  for  the  pay  of  the  componnder  for  11  months;  at 
Es.  15,  Es.  55  for  his  bicycle  allowance  for  the  period,  and  Es.  60  for 
contingent  grant  for  12  months)  was  allowed  to  be  made. 

56.  Manager  for  the  office  of  the  Director  of  Agriculture.  Mr.  Var* 
ghese  asked  whether  the  addition  of  a  clerk  would  not  suffice.  The 
Director  replied  that  an  ordinary  clerk  would  not  suffice  for  the  res¬ 
ponsible  work,  hut  a  person  qualified  in  agriculture  so  as  to  enable  him 
to  correspond  with  the  Agricultural  Departments  in  British  India  in  the 
absence  of  tin?  Director  who  has  to  go  on  circuit  often.  The  Chief 
Secretary  too  endorsed  that  view.  Therefore  Mr.  Varghese  withdrew 
his  objection. 

The  Committee  accepted  the  proposal  to  provide  Its.  825  for  the 
pay  of  the  Manager  (at  Es.  75  a  month)  for  11  months  in  1113. 

57.  Apioultural  Assistant.  Mr.  Varghese  said  that  the  pay_  of 
the  post  need  not  be  revised  as  proposed  although  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  present  incumbent  getting  the  proposed  scale  of  pay 
(Es,  50-5-75)  as  a  personal  scale  of  pay .  Government  agreed.  There 
was  no  need  for  any  additional  provision  for  1113  as  the  present  in¬ 
cumbent  was  already  getting  Es.  50  with  a  personal  allowance  of  Es.  10. 

58.  Mechanic  of  the  Agricultural  Department.  The  Committee 
endorsed  the  proposal  to  revise  the  scale  of  pay  of  the  post  from  20-2/3 
•30  as  fixed  by  the  standardisation  G.  O.  to  Es.  25.3-40.  Dor  1113, 
the  proposal  did  not  involve  any  additional  expenditure. 

59.  Australian  Bees.  The  provision  of  Es.  1,000  for  the  purpose 
was  agreed  to. 

60.  Technical  Assistant  in  the  Clinical  Laboratory  of  the  Veterinary 
Department.  The  Committee  agreed  to  the  provision  of  Es.  200  for 
the  pay  of  the  Assistant  for  the  last  4  months  of  1113. 

61.  Continuance  of  the  Temporary  Second  Grade  Agricultural 
Inspectors  at  N eyyattitikara,,  Mavelikara  and  Tiruvalla.  The  non- 
official  members  suggested  that  these  Inspectors  might  be  transferred 


to  other  taluks,  It  was  pointed  out  that  these  three  taluks  comprised 
essentially  agricultural  areas  and  that  other  parts  of  the  State  had  other 
agricultural  officers  to  look  after  them.  The  proposed  provision  of 
Rs.  1,947  (Rs.  1,690  for  the  pay  of  the  three  Inspectors  at  Rs.  50  each 
per  mensem,  for  11  months,  and  Es.  297  for  3  peons  at  Es.  9  each  per 
mensem  for  the  period  was  agreed  to  by  the  Committee. 

General  Administration — ( contd .) 

62.  Preservation  of  old  valuable  records.  The  Dewan  explained 
that  the  idea  was  to  classify  the  records  into  those  which  had  merely 
historical  importance,  and  into  revenue  and  other  important  records.  It 
was  agreed  that  a  provision  of  Es.  10,635  (Es.  .10,035  for  the  staff  noted 
below  and  Es.  600  for  local  allowance  of  the  officer  in  charge)  might  be 
made  in  the  Budget  for  1113  — 

Staff  for  attending  to  the  work  in  the  Mathilagom. 

1  clerk  on  Es.  40-70  per  mensem 

5  clerks  on  Es-  25-4.0  each  ,, 

15  scribes  on  Es.  20-25  „  „ 

4  peons  on  Es,  9-11  ,,  ,, 

Additional  staff  for  attending  to  the  work  in 
Central  Vernacular  Records. 

1  clerk  on  Es.  40-70  per  mensem 

2  clerks  on  Es.  25-40  each  „ 

10  scribes  on  Rs.  20-25  „  „ 

2  peons  on  Es.  9-11  ,,  ,, 

63.  Revision  of  the  State  Manual.  Provision  of  Rs.  1,980  for  the 
following  items  under  establishment  for  the  purpose  was  also  agreed  to 


by  the  committee  : — 

Rs. 

1  Manager  on  Es.  75  per  mensem  for  six  months  450 

1  Stenographer  on  Es.  30  per  mensem  for  six  months  180 

3  clerks  on  Es.  25  each  per  mensem  do.  450 

2  typists  on  Es-  25  each  do.  do.  300 

5  peons  on  Es.  9  each  do.  do.  270 

Contingencies  Es.  55  per  mensem  for  six  months  330 

Total  1,980 

The  Committee  rose  for  the  day  at  12  57  p.  m. 


MINUTES  OF  THE  THIRD  MEETING  OF  THE 
STANDING  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


Monday,  the  5th  July  1937/Qlst  Mithunam  1112. 


The  third  meeting  of  the  Standing  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Travancorc  Legislature  (Second  Sri  Chitra  State  Council  and  Second 
Sri  I  In  lam  Assembly)  was  held  in  the  Dewan’s  Room,  Public  Offices, 
at  11  A.  M.  on  Monday,  the  5th  July  1937.  Sachivottama'  Sir 
C.  P.  Ramaswami  Aiyar,  k.  o.  i.  e,,  Dewan,  presided. 

The  following  members  were  present 

1.  K.  R.  Elankath  Esq.,  b.  a.,  Member,  Sri  Chitra  State  Council. 

2.  M.  Kesava  Panikkar  Esq,,  b.  a.,  b.  l.,  Member,  Sri  Muiam 
Assembly. 

3.  E.  P.  Varghese  Esq.,  u.  a,,  b.  l.,  Member,  Sri  Muiam 
Assembly. 

4.  Rao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  N.  Kunjan  Pillai,  M.  b,  sc.  ... 
ph.  D.  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 

5.  Rao  Bahadur  A.  Rangaswami  Aiyar,  b.  a,,  Financial  Secretary 
to  Government, 

Excise. 

DEWAN :  “According  to  our  figures  relating  to  the  tobacco  im¬ 
ported  into  the  State,  while  the  average  consumption  per  head  is  10  to. 
15  lbs.  per  annum  in  Nanjanad,  it  is  only  1  to  2  lbs.  in  Parur.  That  is  . 
positive  proof  of  the  fact  that  the  needs  of  the- people  in  this  respect  are 
met  by  smuggled  tobacco  ;  and  the  Government  are  losing,  every  year, 
roughly,  about  Rs.  20  to  25  lakhs  in  the  shape  of  duty  on  imported  to¬ 
bacco.  I  have  told  you  the  other  day  of  the  remarkable  results  achieved 
by  the  Government  of  India  by  their  reinforcement  of  their  preventive 
forces  in  Pondicherry  and  other  places.-  It  is  therefore  proposed  to 
increase  the  preventive  forces  of  our-  Excise  Department  also. 

The  Government  of  Madras  have  decided  to  terminate  the  leases 
to  this  Government  of  the  Abkari  and  opium  revenue  iroin  Anjengo 
and  Tangacheri  from  the  1st  July  1937-  It  is  likely  that  the  leases  of 
the  salt  and  customs  revenue  will  also  be  terminated  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  India,  Smuggling  will  naturally 'and  inevitably  result.  It  is 
therefore  proposed  to  take  adequate  measures  to  prevent  smuggling 
effectively. 

Thirdly,  about  Rs.  9  lakhs  are  due  in  the  shape  of  arrears  from 
Abkari  contractors.  There  is  no  practical  advantage  in  adding  on  to 
this  figure  from  year  to  year.  We  must  recover  the  dues  some  time  or 
Other  and  write  off  the  irrecoverable  portion  of  it.  I  have  told  the 


Excise  Commissioner  that  I  am  prepared  to  give  him  a  lakh  of  rupees 
if  he  would  take  efficient  and  early  action  and  recover  and  give  me  at 
least  a  portion  of  this  Rs.  9  lakhs,  say  Es.  4  lakhs.  There  is  no  reason 
why  steps  should  not  be  taken  against  recalcitrant  persons  who  can  well 
afford  to  pay  but  who  do  not.  In  regard  to  the  others  who  may  need 
some  time,  they  may  be  allowed  to  pay  in  instalments.  There  is  no  harm 
in  writing  off  the  balance  which  is  absolutely  irrecoverable.  No  useful 
purpose  is  served  by  retaining  these  amounts  in  the  books  and  carrying 
them  over  from  year  to  year. 

These  three  are  the  main  items  of  what  may  be  called  the  Excise 
programme  of  the  next  year”. 

64.  Statistics  Officer  for  the  Commissioner's  Office.  DEWAN  ,  The 
unreliable  nature  ot  our  trade  statistics  was  brought  home  to  me  in  the 
course  of  my  discussions  relating  to  Federation.  The  result  was  that 
I  was  obliged  therefore  to  rest  the  claims  of  Travancore  for  her  due 
share  on  the  basis  of  population — the  people  here  are  larger 
consumers  of  imported  stuff  than  the  people  of  British  India.  The 
need  for  a  Statistics  Officer  is  undoubted. 

The  proposal  to  make  an  additional  provision  of  Rs.  760  in  the 
Budget  (for  substituting  1  clerk’s  post  on  Rs.  20-25  by  a  new  Statistics 
Officer’s  post  on  Rs.  100-5/2-125)  was  therefore  accepted  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee. 

65.  Continuance  of  the  stajf  for  statistical  work ,  The  Committee 
also  approved  of  the  provision  of  Its.  2,090  (for  1  clerk  on  Rs.  40-2/1-70 
and  6  clerks  on  Rs.  25-3/2-40  each)  for  the  staff  for  statistical  work. 

66.  Staff  for  the  Anjmgo  and  Tangachcrnj  frontiers.  In  the  light 
of  the  Dewan’s  prefactory  observations,  the  Committee  agreed  to  a  sum 
of  Rs.  4,020,  composed  of  the  following  items,  being  provided  for  in  the 
Budget  for  1113,  for  the  customs  and  preventive  staff  for  the  Anjengo 
and  Tangacherry  frontiers  : — 

.  Staff- 

Petty  Officers  3—1  (Rs.  25),  1  (Rs.  22),  1  (Rs.  18) 

Peons  20—5  (Rs.  13),  5  (Rs.  12),  2  (Rs.  11),  4  (Rs.  10), 
4  (Rs.  9). 

Total  for  12  months  Rs.  3,456. 

Contingencies. 

Boatmen  2  (Rs.  8). 

Hire  of  boats  Rs.  6  per  mensem. 

Hire  of  5  buildings  Rs.  25  per  mensem. 

Total  for  12  months  Rs.  564. 

67.  Meorganisation  of  the  Department.  The  Excise  Commissioner 
who  Was  explained  that  as  had  been  pointed  out  by  the  Dewan,  there  was 
terrible  smuggling!  in  the  north,  present  the  total  annual  consumption 
of  tobacco  which  was  about  21,000  candies  a  few  years  back  had  been 
steadily  falling  that  from  year  to  year  and  was  now  only  about  17,000 
candies,  bow  that  was  another  proof  of  the  increase  of  smuggling  espe¬ 
cially  during  the  recent  depression  period,  that  the  Illihhotta  (bamboo 


fortress)  in  the  north  had  recently  perished  and  that  it  had  therefor  e 
become  extremely  difficult  now  to  prevent  smuggling,  and  that  there¬ 
fore  a  reorganisation  of  the  department,  as  proposed,  was  urgently 
necessary-  He  added  that  he  proposed  to  extend  throughout  the  State 
the  licensing  system  to  wholesale  and  retail  business  in  tobacco  so  that 
Government  could  know  and  effectively  control  the  dealers  in  tobacco, 
which  was  not  possible  now.  He  also  explained  how  it  had  been  de¬ 
cided  to  post  a  Police  force  also  at  the  frontier. 

(i)  Extension  of  the  licensing  system.  Mr.  Yarghese  said  that 
for  the  Travancorean,  tobacco  was  a  necessity  and  not  a  mere 
luxury  and  that  licensing  meant  a  fee  which  in  turn  meant  increase  in 
the  price  of  tobacco.  The  Commissioner  said  that  the  proposed  fee  was 
only  Be.  1  per  year  for  retail  business  and  Es.  10  for  wholesale  busi¬ 
ness.  The  Dewan  pointed  out  that  the  fees  were  nominal,  and  were 
not  levied  for  revenue  purposes  and  were  intended  only  to  enable  the 
Government  just  to  know  the  persons  who  do  the  business.  It  was  not 
at  all  likely  that  the  price  of  tobacco  would  be  enhanced  as  a  result 
of  the  proposal. 

(ii)  Police  force  at  the  frontier.  Mr.  Yarghese  enquired  whe¬ 
ther  there  would  not  arise  friction  between  the  Excise  and  the  Police. 
The  Commissioner  replied  that,  judged  by  experience  so  tar,  there  was 
absolute  co-oporation  between  the  Excise  and  the.  Police  forces  and  that 
it  was  after  carefully  considering  the  question  that  it  had  been  decided 
to  place  a  Police  force  at  the  frontier. 

(iii)  'Redistribution  of  the  Excise  Ranges.  Mr.  Yarghese  asked 
whether  it  would  not  suffice  if  the  frontier  staff  was  strengthened. 
Mr.  0-  0.  Madhavan  explained  that  his  proposal  was  nothing  more 
than  mere  reversion  to  the  arrangement  which  existed  before  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  Sub-Inspectors,  and  that  it  was  better  for  Excise  administra¬ 
tion  to  have  more  of  smaller  ranges  each  under  an  Inspector  than 
bigger  ranges  under  fewer  Inspectors. 

(iv)  Reorganisation  of  the  G.  I.  D.  The  Committee  agreed  to 
the  suggestion. 

(v)  Prosecuting  Inspectors.  The  Committee  agreed  that  the 
proposal  was  better  than  engaging  vakils  for  individual  cases. 

(vi)  Additional  staff  of  Petty  Officers  and  Peons.  In  propos- 
ing  additional  staff,  the  Commissioner  had  proposed  to  raise  the  pay  of 
the  IV  Grade  Petty  Officers  from  Es.  Id  to  Es.  20.  Mr.  Varghese 
objected  to  the  proposal  on  the  ground  that  such  increment  of  pay 
would  place  all  the  IV  Grade  Petty  Officers  in  the  Intermediate  grade 
of  appointments  under  the  Public  Service  Becruitment  Buies  and 
thereby  lessen  the  proportion  now  available  the  backward  com¬ 
munities  for  recruitment  as  IV  Grade  Petty  Officers.  The  Commis¬ 
sioner  explained  that  what  he  wanted  was  to  empower  Petty  Officers 
of  all  grades  to  search  houses  under  the  Abkari  Eegulation  which,  at 
present,  empowered  only  Petty  Officers  getting  Es,  20  and  more  to 


xxiv 

Search  houses  and  shops.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Abkari  Regulation 
might -be  suitably  amended  so  as  to  empower  Petty  officers  of  all 
grades  to  search  houses  and  that  the  pay  of  the  Petty  Officers  need  not 
be  altered  as  proposed. 

(vii)  Temporary  staff  of  Petty  Officers  and  Peons.  Mr.  Var- 
ghese  asked  why  the  Commissioner  was  asking  for  more  hands  even 
after  reorganisation.  The  Commissioner  reminded  the  Committee  of 
the  disappearance  of  the  IlWkkotta  (bamboo  fortress)  and  of  the 
enormous  increase  in  smuggling  and  the  Chief  Secretary  argued  that  it 
was  after  taking  into  account  this  temporary  additional  staff  that  the 
Excise  Commissioner  had  proposed  the  staff  included  in  the  reorganisa. 
tion  proposed.  The  Committee  agreed. 

(viii)  Temporary  staff  for  the  Trivandrum  Central  Station.  The 
item  was  passed . 

(ix)  Ministerial  staff  in  the  Offices  of  the  Commissioner  and  of 
the  Divisions.  This  item  also  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  provisions,  excepting  the  revision  of  the  pay  of  the 
IY  Grade  Petty  Officers  from  Es.  18  to  20,  were  agreed  upon  :  — 


Police  force  ...  7,909 

Motor  boat  a,nd  establishment  ...  6,084 

Increase  in  number  of  Ranges,  C-  I.  D.  Ins¬ 


pectors  and  Prosecuting  Inspectors  ...  2,420 

C.  I.  D.  staff  excluding  Inspectors  ...  1,144 

Increase  of  Petty  Officers  and  peons  ...  70,895 

L.  A.  ...  7,100 

Temporary  staff  of  Petty  Officers  and 

peons  ...  12,639 

Ministerial  staff  : 

( а )  Commissioner’s  office  ...  1,100 

(б)  Divisions  ...  3,080 

Total  ...  1,12,371 


Statement  I. 

One  4th  Grade  Inspector  50-5-75. 

P.  T.  A.  at  Bs.  16  per  mensem 
1st  Grade  Head  Constable  1  (25) 

2nd  Do.  2  (22) 

3rd  Do.  3  (18) 

L.  A.  to  6  Head  Constables  at  Es.  3  each  per  mensem. 
1st  Class  Constables  6  at  (14) 

2nd  Do.  8  at  (13) 

3rd  Do.  10  at  (12) 

4th  Do.  12  at  (11) 
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L.  A.  to  36  Police  Constables  at  (2)  each  per  mensem. 
Cost  for  11  months  —  Es.  7,909. 

Motor  Boat  and  its  establishment. 

Es. 

Price  of  Motor  Boat  ...  5,000  . 

Cost  of  maintaining  the  motor  boat  . . .  644 

One  motor  boat  driver  20-1/2-25 
One  motor  boat  cleaner  9-1/6-11 
Do.  Helmsman  11-1/3-15 

Cost  for  11  months  of  the  establishment  and  cost  of  maintenance 
also  the  price  of  the  motor  boat  Es.  6,084- 
Statement  II. 

Distribution  of  the  24  Sub-IuSjpectors  proposed  to  be  retained. 

A.  (1)  Thattarippu  Odai 

(2)  Variyoor 

(3)  Eajakkamangalam  Salt  Factory 

Total  three — (One  Sub-Inspector  each). 

B.  (1)  Gundar 

(2)  Allcppey  Sea  Customs 

(3)  Arukutty  Chowkey 

(4)  .Kandanad 

(5)  Kninili 

(G)  Alwaye  Itail way  chowkoy 

(7)  Karincolam  Customs 

(8)  Nagercoil  Distillery 

°  Total  eight  (One  Sub-Inspector  for  each). 

C.  (1)  Anjugramom  Customs 

(2)  Kottarakara  Eailway  chowkey 

(3)  Shencotta  Eailway  Chowkey 

(4)  Mukkom  Chowkey 

(5)  Udayamperoor  Chowkey 

(6)  Varapuzha  Chowkey 

(7)  Mamalai  Chowkey 

(8)  Parur  Thottumugham  Chowkey 

(9)  Munambom  Chowkey 

(10)  Edapalli  Chowkey 

(11)  Karukutty  Frontier  Chowkey 

(12)  Chinnar  Chowkey 

Total  twelve  (One  Sub-Inspector  for  each  newly 
proposed  in  the  place  of  existing  Petty  Officers.) 

D.  Excise  Commissioner’s  office— One 

(newly  proposed.) 


68.  Staff 
whether  this  : 


*1  24. 
of  J. 


Mr.  Yarghese  asked 
cessary  in  the  light,  of 
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the  reorganisation.  The  Dewan  explained  that  he  had  tolcl  the  Com¬ 
missioner  when  sanctioning  the  proposal  that  a  definite  proportion  of 
the  arrears  must  be  collected  in  2  years  from  now.  Mr.  Varghese  then 
raised  the  question  whether  2  clerks  on  "Rs.  25-40  would  not  suffice 
and  asked  why  there  should  be  orie  on  Rs-  75-100  while  there  were  the 
Manager  and  the  Head  Clerk. 

The  Excise  Commissioner  said  that  he  would  rather  omit  the 
provision  for  1  clerk  on  Rs.  25-8-40  and  pressed  for  the  clerk  on 
Rs.  75-5-100. 

It  was  agreed  that  Rs.  825  for  1  clerk  on  Rs.  75-5-100,  he  provided 
for  in  the  Budget  for  1113. 

Industbies. 

69.  Absorption  of  the  3  temporary  weavers  of  the  Central  T (‘.ohw- 
logical  Institute,  in  the  permanent  establishment.  In  reply  to  a  query 
why  the  scale  was  fixed  at  Rs.  20-25  which  was  lower  than  the  present 
pay  of  both  the  weavers,  the  Financial  Secretary  explained  that  they 
were  now  paid  from  contingencies  and  that  there  was  no  intention  to 
reduce  their  pay  and  that  their  present  pay  would  be  given  as  per¬ 
sonal  to  them  in  the  new  scale.  The  provision  of  Rs.  005  for  making 
the  2  posts  permanent  and  pensionable  on  the  scale  of  Rs.  20-1-25  from 
1-1-1113,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Committee. 

70.  Sales  Depot,  Bombay.  Dewan :  “I  think  it  is  my  duty  to 
inform  you  that  Government  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
present  Trade  Agent  does  not  deserve  to  be  continued  and  that  there¬ 
fore  his  employment  should  cease.  It  is  too  early  to  tell  you  exactly 
the  grounds  <  n  which  we  have  come  to  this  conclusion.  What  has 
come  to  light  in  regard  to  him  has  made  the  Government  think  over 
the  whole  position.  The  present  Agent  lias  many  affiliations  with 
important  businessmen.  A  great  deal  was  expected  from  him  when  he 
was  appointed.  Up  to  a  point  he  did  well.  But  it  may  be  said  generally 
that  the  trust  imposed  in  him  has  not  been  adequately  discharged. 

The  question  then  is  what  should  be  done  in  regard  to  the  future. 
On  that  point,  I  may  tell  you  in  advance  that  Government  expect  the 
commercial  communitj  in  Travancore  to  take  responsibility  in  this 
matter.  I  have  sent  for  the  representatives  of  the  Chambers  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  the  Cocoanut  Growers’  Association  in  the  State.  And  I 
have  told  them  that  it  is  their  duty  to  push  on  the  sales  of  the  pro¬ 
ducts  of  Travancore,  as  it  is  the  duty  and  the  prerogative  of  the  Gov- 
emmet  to  assist  them. 

Of  course,  I  admit  that  there  is  urgent  necessity  for  a  Trade 
Agency  in  Bombay  and  in  certain  other  places.  I  am  told  that  in 
Kathiawar,  coir  mats  are  in  great  demand,  but  Travancore  mats  do  not 
go  there  at  all.  Similarly  cocoanuts  could  be  sold  in  the  Punjab  and 
Rajputana. 

The  idea  of  Government  is  to  ask  these  commercial  associations  to 
nominate  a  panel  of  three  or  four  men  from  whom  Government  can 
select  a  Trade  Agent.  It  may  be  useful  to  form  an  ad  hoc  body  to 
supervise  his  operations- a  kind  of  Export  Committee.  Government 
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are  prepared  to  subsidise  this  scheme  up  to  a  maximum  of  aboutEs  1  000 
a  month.  It  appears  to  mo  that  that  is  the  best  way  of  approaching 
the  problem.  I  do  not  say  that  that  is  the  final  position. 

With  this  view,  Government  have  reduced  the  normal  grant  bv 
Es.  10,000.  6  y 

In  regard  to  the  Sales  Depot  at  Trivandrum,  Government  are  con¬ 
sidering  the  question  of  having  a  permanent  institute  in  Trivandrum 
for  exhibiting  Travancore  arts,  crafts,  etc.  This  Depot  will  most  pro- 
bably  be  included  as  part  of'  the  future  programme  I  have  indicated 
above.” 

The  provision  of  a  sum  of  Es.  8,000  for  the  continuance  of  the 
Sales  Depot  at  Bombay  during  1118,  was  agreed  upon. 

71.  Olay  Bfifinmg  and  Porcelain  Factory.  The  Dewan  explained 
that  analysis  of  Travancore  china  clay  lias  led  to  the  discovery  that  all 
the  china  clay  produced  at  Kundara  could  be  immediately  sold  as  such, 
and  that  there  were  offers  already  for  such  wholesale  purchase  of  all  the 
china  clay  that  might  be  produced.  He  pointed  out  how  it  was  not 
easy  to  start  any  large  scale  porcelain  factory  here  as  that  would  mean 
competition  with  very  well  organised  world  porcelain  factories  like  those 
of  Bohemia,  England  and  Japan. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  the  proposed  provision  of  Es.  2,25,000 
under  “Olay  Defining  and  Porcelain  Factory”  Debt  Heads,  in  the 
Budget  for  illB. 

72.  Power  loom  fur  the  8.  M.  It.  V.  Technical  Institute,  Nctgercoil. 
The  Committee  agreed  that,  as  proposed  by  the  Government,  a  sum  of 
Es.  750  for  one  power  loom,  might  be  made  in  the  Budget  for  1113. 

73.  Bales  Depot,  Trivandrum.  The  Dewan  explained  that  Govern¬ 
ment  contemplated  the  establishment  in  Trivandrum,  of  a  permanent 
exhibition  where  the  visitors  could  see  wliat  they  could  get  in  Travan- 
core,  whore  and  at  what  price  they  could  get  them,  and  that  therefore 
the  present  Bales  Depot  could  also,  like  the  one  at  Bombay,  be  handed 
over  to  be  managed  by  the  Chamb  era  of  Commerce  of  Travancore. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  the  provision  of  Bs.  2,268,  composed  of 
the  following  items  :  — 

Manager  25-3-10 

Accountant  20-1-25 

Allowonce  to  the  Accountant  Es .  5 


Total  Es.  825. 

Continjencies, 

Purnituro  and  equipment 
Eent 

Advertisement  charges 
Pay  of  menials 
Electric  current 

Office  expenses  and  miscellaneous 


Es. 

100 

611 

300 

132 

200 

100 


Total.^1,443 
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Co-operation. 

74.  Personal  Assistant  to  the  Registrar..  Mr.  Varghese  asked  why 
the  Registrar  wanted  the  post  to  he  revived.  The  Registrar  of 
Co-operative  Societies  who  was  present  explained  that  his  work 
lay  mainly  in  the  field,  that  a  good  deal  of  statutory  functions,  like 
the  issue  of  certificates  had  to  be  discharged  by  some  responsible 
officer  in  his  absence  and  that  therefore  the  revival  of  the  post  of  Per¬ 
sonal  Assistant  was  necessary. 

The  provision  of  Ra.  1,100  for  a  First  Grade  Inspector  on  Es.  100-5/ 
2-125  to  do  the  work  of  Personal  Assistant  to  the  Registrar  was  agreed 
upon. 

75.  (1)  Additional  staff  for  the.  A  sdstant  Registrar's  offices.  It  was 
agreed  that  a  sum  of  Rs,  770  (for  one  temporary  clerk  on  Hs.  20-1-25 
and  1  temporary  copyist  on  Rs.  15  for  each  of  the  two  Assistant  Regis¬ 
trars)  might  be  provided  for  in  the  Budget. 

(2)  Additional  staff  and  contingencies.  The  Registrar  of  Co¬ 
operative  Societies  said  that  non-credit  work  was  being  done  at  present 
only  in  the  Central  Produce  Society  which  was  making  earnest  attempts 
at  grading  and  proper  marketing,  and  that  his  suggestions  merited  con¬ 
sideration  at  the  hands  of  Government  and  of  the  Committee. 

The  Dewan  said  that  Government  had  dropped  the  provision  of 
■Rs.  3-303  for  the  Central  Produce  Society  it  Alleppey  for  the  present. 
The  Registrar  a  as,  however,  assured  that,  any  comprehensive,  definite, 
constructive  scheme  put  forward  by  him  would  be  considered  by  the 
Government. 

(£,)  Sa’es  if/icer*.  It  was  agreed  that  Rs.  2,409  (for  3  tempo¬ 
rary  Inspectors  on  Rs.  40-5-70  each,  with  a  P.  T.  A.  of  Rs.  24  each  a 
month,  1  in  each  of  the  Trivandrum,  Quilon  and  Kuttayam  Revenue 
Divisions,  and  3  peons  1  for  each  of  these  offices  on  Rs.  9-1/6-11  each 
per  mensem)  might  be  provided  in  the  Budget- 

id)  Grants  to  Supervising  Unions.  A  sum  of  Rs.  3,000  was 
also  provided  for  the  purpose. 

(6)  Go-operative  conferences.  The  provision  of  a  sum  of  Rs.  300 
for  giving  grants  to  co-operative  conferences  was  agreed  to. 

Public  Works  Department. 

76.  Steward  for  the  Gape  T.  B,  The  Committee  agreed  to  the  pro¬ 
vision,  in  the  Budget,  of  a  sum  of  Rs.  884. for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  Steward  permanent. 

77.  Stock-taking  of  furniture.  A  sum  of  Rs.  342,  for  the  purpose 
of  stock-taking  of  furniture  in  the  various  offices  of  the  State,  was 
allowed  to  stand. 

78.  Clearing  of  arrears  in  accounts.  The  proposed  provision  of 
Rs.  340  for  the  appointment  of  a  temporary  staff  of  one  Accountant  on 
Rs.  40-70  and  one  clerk  on  Rs.  20-25  for  the  Trivandrum  Division,  and 
0ne  Aocounts-clerk  on  Rs.  25-40  for  the  Workshops  and  Stores  Division 
f0r  four  months  was  approved, 
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79.  Stock-taking  in  the  P.  W.  D.  Workshops  and  Stores  Division. 
Provision  was  agreed  to  be  made  of  a  sain  of  Bs.  740  only  in  the 
Budget  for  1113,  the  Dewan  having  stated  that  it  was  proposed  to 
reduce  the  provision  by  Es.  1.000. 

80.  Supervision  of  the  Tramncore  House,  Madras.  A  sum  of 
Bs.  984  for  a  Sub-Overseer  on  Es.  40-5-70  with  a  house  rent  allow¬ 
ance  of  Es.  ‘20  per  mensem,  was  also  provided  for. 

81.  Supervision  of  the  Tmvmeore  House,  Delhi.  A  sum  of  Bs* 
2,700  for  (1)  a  Supervisor  on  Es.  75-5/2-100  with  a  deputation  allo¬ 
wance  of  Es,  10,  a  local  allowance  of  Es.  40,  permanent  T.  A.  of 
Es.  30  and  house  rent  allowanco  of  Es.  34  per  mensem  and  (2)  for  a 
peon  on  Its.  15  a  month  was  agreed  to  be  provided  for,  for  the  Tra van- 
core  House,  Delhi. 

82.  Univcrsit)!  Buildings.  The  Dewan  told  the  committee  that 
the  idea  of  Government  was  io  start  the  proposed  University  with  as 
little  investment  on  buildings  as  possible,  that  all  the  college  and  school 
buildings,  the  Commandant's  quarters  and  the  Barracks  with  the 
necessary  alterations,  repairs  and  small  additions,  would  be  utilised, 
that  the  present  Public  Library  with  additions  for  a  Section  for  re¬ 
search  scholars,  would  be  the  University  Library  and  that  only  a 
decent,  artistic  University  Hall  would  be  newly  constructed. 

It  was  therefore  agreed  that  a  provision  of  Es.  75,000  for  revenue 
expenditure  and  another  provision  of  Us.  1  lakh  under  capital  for 
buildings  should  bo  made  in  the  Budget. 

83.  Town  Planning.  Mr.  Yarghese  urged  that,  although  it  might 
be  necessary  to  improve  and  even  to  b-antify  the  Capital  of  the  State 
there  was  the  rural  population  suffering  for  want  of  mere  necessities 
and  suggested  that  the  work  in  Trivandrum  might  be  proceeded  with 
more  slowly  and  spread  over  a  longer  period  than  proposed  at  present. 

The  Dewan  assured  the  committee  that  that  was  all  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  also  were  having  in  view,  that  that  was  the  reason  why  the 
Tampanoor  scheme  has  been  abandoned. 

The  Chief  Secretary  explained  that  the  proposed  provision  was 
for  widening  a  portion  of  the  main  road,  a  work  which  had  been  in 
view  for  the  last  so  many  years,  that  the  Trivandrum  main  road  was 
very  narrow  and  that  motor  traffic  was  increasing  very  rapidly. 

The  proposed  provision  of  Es.  3,14,800  however  agreed  to  be 
reduced  by  Es.  1  lakh. 

84.  (a)  Council  Chamber  and  (b)  South  wing  of  the  Public 
Offices — At  the  outset  the  Dewan  explained  that  the  Government  had 
dropped  part  (b)  of  the  proposal  for  the  present  since  the  Vanchiyur 
High  School  was  too  big  according  to  modern  ideas  of  school  houses, 
that  it  could  accommodate  all  rhe  courts  in  the  town  including  the 
Panchayat  and  the  Bench  Magistrates’  Courts,  that  it  would  be  more 
convenient  for  the  pupils  if  they  got  smaller  schools  located  m  different 
localities  of  the  town,  that  the  Government  therefore  were  going  to 
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put  up  such  modem  school  houses  in  suitable  centres,  that  that  was 
what  "they  were  going  to  do  for  girls’  high  schools  also  after  releasing 
their  present  High  School  for  accommodating  the  Arts  College,  and 
that  therefore  there  was  no  need  at  present  for  constructing  the 
southern  wing  of  the  Public  offices. 

Mr.  Varghese  asked  how  much  would  so  far  have  been  spent  for 
the  Councii  Chamber  ;  and  the  Chief  Engineer  who  was  present  replied 
that  it  would  be  somewhere  about  a  lakh  this  year. 

The  proposed  provision  of  Rs.  1,75,400  for  the  Council  Chamber, 
including  establishment  charges  and  Rs.  1,50,000  for  the  extension  of 
the  south  wing  of  the  Public  Offices  were  however  retained. 

85.  Road  from  AnamcUa  to  Cochin.  The  Dcwan  explained  that 
at  present  there  was  a  regular  race  going  on,  between  the  Chief 
Engineers  of  Trawancore  and  Cochin,  as  to  who  would  be  the  first  in 
making  the  Cochin  Harbour  accessible  by  road  from  Anamalai  and  that 
the  traffic  from  Anamalai  to  Cochin  had  to  be  diverted  through 
Travancoro.  It  was  therefore  agreed  that  the  Budget  for  1113  might 
provide  a  sum  of  Rs.  3,018  (composed  of  the  following  items)  for 
investigation  of  the  road,  especially  since  the  Anamalai  Planters’ 
Association  had  undertaken  to  use  the  proposed  road  for  all  then- 
westward  traffic  ; — 


Two  Supervisors  for  4  mouths  at  Rs.  75/— each  per 

mensem  .  ...  600 

Do.  Hill  allowance  20  per  cent.  ...  .  120 

Two  Sub-Overseers  do.  at  Rs.  40  each  per  men¬ 
sem  ...  320 

Do.  Hill  allowance  30  per  cent.  ...  g(j 

Pour  Surveyors  do.  at  Rs.  40  each  per  men¬ 
sem  .  ...  640 

Do.  Hill  allowance  30  per  cent.  ...  192 

Two  clerks  do.  at  Rs.  25  and  Rs.  20  each  per 

mensem  ...  igo 

Do.  Hill  allowance  30  per  cent.  ...  54 

Two  peons  at  Rs.  9/  eaoh  per  mensem  ...  72 

Do.  Hill  allowance  50  per  cent.  ...  36 

Two  Lascars  do.  at  Rs.  9/— each  per  mensem  ...  72 

Do.  Hill  allowance  50  per  cent.  ...  36 

P.  T.  A.  for  officers  for  4  months  ...  600 

Total  ...  3,018 


86.  Temporary  staff  for  work  in  connection  with  the  declaration  as 
porainbokes  <4  the  lands  surrendered  for  rou  ts  in  the  Tirmella  taluk. 
The  Committee  agreed  to  the  need  for  the  expenditure  proposed  and 
the  proposed  provision  of  a  lump  sum  of  Rs.  500  in  the  budget  of  the- 
Land  Bevenue  Department  was  agreed  to. 
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87.  Transport  Scheme* 

Dewan  :  ‘In  regard  to  the  Transport  Scheme,  I  propose  to  treat 
it  purely  as  a  commercial  proposition,  and  I  intent  placing  it  under  the 
absolute  control  of  a  person  who  have  actually  conducted  similar 
business  successfully  in  England  or  elsewhere.  I  am  not  a  believer,  as 
you  know,  in  Government  themselves  undertaking  commercial  enter¬ 
prises  on  a  departmental  and  routine  basis.  So,  the  proposal  is  to 
give  this  expert  full  powers  to  run  the  service;  and  only  the  results 
and  profits  achieved  will  be  the  standard  for  judging  his  work. 

The  experiment  lias  been  tried  in  Hyderabad ;  and  there,  even 
within  the  first  two  years,  they  have  been  able  to  get  more  than  10 
per  cent,  not,  profit,  on  their  outlay.  Traffic  is  much  greater  here 
than  in  Hyderabad.  Wo  expect  to  make  about  15  per  cent.  To  be 
on  the  safe  side,  I  want  at  least  7J  per  cent.  (.net). 

To  start  with,  as  I  have  already  indicated,  the  experiment  will  be 
tried  in  the  main  road  between  Trivandrum  and  Cape  Comorin.  All 
the  feeder  roads  even  in  that  line  and  all  the  other  roads  in  the  State 
will  continue,  for  the  present,  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  present  bus 
owners.  We  propose  to  buy  now  fifty  buses  and  ten  lorries;  and  these 
sixty  vehicles  alone,  will  consume  about  Us.  4  lakhs.  The  provision 
now  asked  for  docs  not  include  working  expenses  which  we  hope  to 
provide  for  by  diversion. 

Mr.  E.  1’.  Vurghese  :  “There  arc  numerous  families  which  now 
depend  entirely  on  their  buses  for  their  means  of  livelihood”. 

President :  “  There  are  three  points  mainly  which  have  to  be 
considered  in  this  matter.  Firstly  there  is  the  question  of  the  bus 
owner  who  will  legitimately  ask,  ‘What  am  I  to  do  with  my  buses’. 
As  I  have  told  you,  we  have  now  to  consider  only  the  Trivandrum-Cape 
line  where  more  or  less  it  is  the  monopoly  of  one  man.  So  far  as  he 
is  concerned,  during  the  last  many  years,  he  has  not  paid  anything 
like  a  fraction  of  his  legitmate  dues  and  he  now  shows  accounts  to  the 
effect  that  year  after  year  he  has  only  been  losing  heavily,  so  that  lie 
only  to  thank  the  Government  now  for  relieving  him  of  his  loss.  But, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  has  been  able  to  pay  cash  down  for  sixty  new 
buses,  which  amounts  to  about  Ks*  3  lakhs  and  he  has  many  properties 
and  estates.  As  I  said  already,  Government  do  not  propose  to  disturb 
any  other  bus  owner  in  the  State  for  the  present.  I  know  that,  so  far 
as  the  other  routes  are  concerned,  there  is  no  monopoly,  there  is  keen 
competition  between  small  owners  who  will  have  to  be  compensated  if 
the  lines  are  taken  over  by  the  Government. 

Secondly,  there  is  the  case  of  the  employees.  I  may  assure  you 
that  we  too  require  hands  for  doing  the  work  of  examining,  collecting 
tickets  and  so  forth  as  also  drivers  for  the  vehicles  and.  mechanics 
for  repairs.  Of  course,  these  men  who  are  now  working  in  the 
line  may  require  some  training  to  handle  the  new  kind  of  vehicles  that 
we  intend  running.  The  idea  is,  so  far  as  body-building  is  concerned, 
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to  get  down  only  three  or  four  vehicles  with  bodies  built,  and  to  build 
bodies  for  the  rest  here,  with  Travancore  wood  and  materials  employ¬ 
ing  Travancore  labour,  in  Travancore  workshops.  The  higher  techno¬ 
logical  part  of  the  work  will  be  done  under  the  auspices  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  new  University  if  possible,  and  the  students  themselves 
will  be  trained  to  do  the  work.  I  may  assure  you  that,  as  far  as  pos¬ 
sible,  we  will  employ  the  men  who  are  now  in  the  field. 

Thirdly,  there  are  the  people  who  run  work-shops  for  the  repairs 
of  motor  vehicles.  As  I  have  already  indicated,  as  far  as  possible,  we 
will  engage  their  services  also. 

I  may  also  tell  you  that  the  Trivandrum-Oape  road  will  be  handed 
over  to  this  department  of  Government,  and  it  will  be  one  of  their 
assets.  Government  will  not  hereafter  incur  any  expenditure  on  the 
maintenance  of  this  road  ,  that  will  be  the  duty  of  this  venture.” 

Mr.  K.  E.  Elaukath  suggested  that  the  restoration  of  the  A-  Y.  M. 
canal  should  also  be  included  in  the  Transport  scheme.  The  Dowan 
assured  him  that  although  that  could  not  be  taken  up  along  with  the 
scheme  now  proposed,  ultimately,  the  canal  system  would  also  be 
brought  within  the  scheme  as  that  was  almost  indispensable  for  Travan- 
core  with  its  unique  facilities  for  water  traffic. 

A  lump  sum  provision  of  Es.  5  lakhs  was  agreed  upon. 

88.  Fallivasal  Scheme  —  Civil  Works.  The  Dewan  informed  the 
Committee  that  Government  had  decided  that  only  the  purely  hydro¬ 
electric  part  of  the  scheme  should  be  under-Mr.  K.  P.  Padmanabha 
Menon  and  that  the  civil  works-of  the  scheme  should  be  under  the 
regular  P.  W.  D. 

Mr.  Varghese  enquired  as  to  how  much  had  so  far  have  been 
spent  on  the  scheme  and  he  was  told  that,  so  far,  about  Es.  79  lakhs 
had  been  spent  on  the  hydro-electric  part  of  it  and  about  Es.  15  lakhs 
on  the  civil  works. 

The  provision  of  Es.  10,64,000  under  capital  expenditure  not 
charged  to  revenue,  including  Es.  54,308  for  supervision,  was  allowed 
to  be  made. 

ELECTRICIir. 

89.  Fallivasal  Scheme — additional  staff  for  the  Sub-Division  office 
shifted  to  Patton.  Mr.  Varghese  asked  whether  the  proposed  addi¬ 
tional  clerk-typist  could  not  be  avoided  by  substituting  a  clerk-typist 
for  one  of  the  two  clerks  already  there.  Mr.  Elankath  doubted 
whether  there  would  be  work  for  a  full-time  typist-  The  Electrical 
Engineer  said  that,  since  the  works  were  nearing  completion,  there  was 
very  heavy  office  work. 

A  sum  of  Es.  320  for  a  clerk-typist  on  Es.  20-25  was  agreed  to 
be  provided  for- 

90.  Trivandrum,  Electric  Supply  additional  Telephone  Operator  and 
Draftsmen.  The  Committee  agreed  that  the  proposed  provision  of 
Es.  660  (Rs.  440  for  a  Draftsman  on  Es.  40,  and  Es.  220  for  an  add¬ 
itional  Telephone  Operator)  might  be  included  in  the  Budget  for  1113. 
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01.  Broadcasting ,  The  proposal  was  dropped  without  considera¬ 
tion,  tho  Dewan  saying  that  the  details  of  the  scheme  are  not  yet  ready 
for  working  up  nest  year. 

92.  Trivandrum  Electric  Supply-Revenue  Inspector.  The  Com. 
mittee  agreed  that  the  proposed  provision  of  Es.  500  for  continuing 
the  officer  for  1113  might  stand. 

93.  Electric,  lighting  in  N eyyattinkara.  The  Dewan  said  that 
nothing  could  be  done  in  1113  and  the  proposal  was  dropped. 

91,  Trimulriim.  and  Quilon  Electric.  Supplies,  Animal  .stock-taking. 
It  was  agreed  that  in  the  Budget  for  1113  a  sum  of  Rs.  600  (composed 
of  the  following  items)  may  be  provided  for  the  stock-taking : — 

Rs. 

1  Sub-Engineer  Rs.  200-10/2-250  for 


2  months  "...  400 

1  clerk  Rs.  25-3-40  50 

1  clerk  Rs.  20-1-25  ...  40 

2  Lascars  Rs.  10  each  ...  40 

Contingency  2  coolies  Rs,  10  each  ...  40 

T.  A.  to  staff  ...  30 

Total  ...  600 


95.  E.recuti re  Engineer  for  the  Trivandrum  and  Quilon  Electric 
Supplies.  The  Committee  considered  the  proposal  and  agreed  to  the 
provision  being  made,  in  the  Budget  for  .1.113  of  Rs.  917  for  the  pay 
of  the  stall,  sanctioned  for  tho  Executive  Engineer’s  office  for  5  months 
and  23  days  and  of  the  2  temporary  clerks  transferred  to  the  office  for 
11  months.  (iovc.mme.nl,  decided  that  the  consideration  of  the  question 
of  making  the  post,  of  the  Executive  Engineer  permanent  might  await 
the  completion  of  the  scheme. 

96.  Trivandrum  Elealrie,  Supply — additional  staff  for  the  elect'd* 
ficationof  the  ilorernmcni  buildings  m  Trivandrum,  Quilon  andNager- 
coil.  Mr*  Varghose  asked  whether  a  Supervisor  and  the  staff  of  a 
Section  office  would  not  suffice  instead  of  an  Assistant  Engineer  and 
staff  of  a  Sub-division.  The  Electrical  Engineer  said  that  there  was  a 
lot  of  important  work,  and  that,  in  Madras,  for  similar  work,  they  had 
a  Superintending  Engineer. 

Tho  proposed  provision  of  Rs.  8,016  including  Rs.  6,116  towards 
pay,  Rs.  1,11)0  towards  allowances  of  the  staff  for  11  months  in  1113, 
and  Rs.'  800  towards  contingency  (including  Rs.  600  for  the  pay  of  6 
lascars)  was  passed. 

97.  Vallirnsul  Scheme  —  Commercial  Engineer,  and  new  Division 
■under  an  Exeaitire  Engineer.  Tho  Dewan  stated  that,  by  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  1938,  at  the  latest,  power  would  be  available,  that  it  would  he 
wisdom  to  canvass  purchasers,  for  all  the  power  to  be  generated,  even 
before  power  would  actually  be  available,  that  the  likely  buyers  of 
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power  would  have  to  be  approached  oven  now  so  that  negotiations 
could  be  started  by  Government  about  the  rate  at  which  they  should 
pay  lor  the  power  supplied,  that  such  work  would  naturally  take  time 
and  therefore  had  to  be  taken  up  at  once  and  that  since  the  designing 
of  every  item  in  the  scheme  had  been  completed  and  only  exeention 
bad  to  be  pushed  through,  Mr.  Menon  was  to  be  put  in  charge  of  this 
canvassing  leaving  the  further  work  in  connection  with  the  scheme  to 
an  Executive  Engineer  working  under  his  direction  and  control. 

Mr.  Kesava  Paniokav  asked  whether  such  a  high  paid  officer  was 
necessary  for  the  canvassing  work.  The  Dewan  pointed  out  that  the 
success  of  the  negotiations  depended  almost  entirely  on  the  status  of 
the  representative  of  the  Government,  and  said  that,  if  it  were  a  low 
paid  officer,  the  Managers  of  big  firms,  the  likely  consumers  of  power, 
might  not  care  even  to  see  him  and  to  discuss  matters. 

Mr.  K.  P.  Padmanabha  Menon  said  that  buyers  had  been  can¬ 
vassed  already  for  over  Bs.  3  lakhs,  that,  ho  actually  knew  of  several 
concerns  for  whom  this  was  just  the  time  to  scrap  their  old  generators 
and  go  in  for  new  ones  which  course  had  to  be  prevented  in  time. 

The  Dewan  added  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  undertake  to 
supply  power  from  temporary  thermal  stations  to  some,  concerns,  even 
before  the  scheme  co.uld  actually  supply  power. 

The  proposed  lump  sum  provision  of  Ids.  10,000  for  the  following 
items,  was  therefore  allowed  to  stand  ; 

Staff  for  Commercial  work. 

One  Supervisor  1:1  s.  100-10-/2-150. 

One  Draftsman  40-5-70. 

One  Clerk  20-1-25. 

One  peon  9-1/6-11. 

Staff  for  the  ■ new  Division. 

One  Draftsman  Rs.  40-5-70. 

One  Assistant  Draftsman  and 

Tracer  25-3-40. 

One  Head  Clerk  40-5-70. 

One  Accounts  Clerk  20-3-40. 

One  Correspondence  clerk  25-3-40. 

One  Registering  and  Despatching 

clerk  20-1-25. 

Four  peons  9-1/6-11  each. 

Water  Works. 

98.  Wo  ter  Works  and  Drainage.  Mr.  Kesava  Panickar  asked 
whether,  in  regard  to  Alleppey,  Quilon  and  Nagercoil,  there  was  any 
possibility  of  the  municipalities  making  any  contribution.  The  Dewan 
said  that  the  three  Councils  had  agreed  to  repay  half  the  cost  of  the 
water  works  with  interest  in  a  specified  number  of  years  and  to  maintain 
the  works  after  completion.  In  the  case  of  the  Alleppey  drainage 
scheme,  the  President  had  come  down  to  see  the  Dewan  with  the 
suggestion  that  the  Alleppey  Municipality  could  not  contribute  even  a 
third  of  the  cost  of  the  scheme. 
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Mr.  Varghese  made  a  request  that  the  question  of  supplying  good 
•water  to  Shertalai  especially  in  Vailar  west  and  Thuravur  pakuth-ies 
should  engage  the  attention  of  the  department  and  that  there  was  a 
place  in  the  north  western  corner  of  Shertalai  from  where  good 
water  could  be  made  available.  ° 

The  Dewan  asked  the  Water  Works  Engineer  to  look  into  the 
matter. 

The  following  provisions  were  allowed  to  stand 
1.  W i Ihngd'it!  Water  Works — Capital. — Bs.  10,000  under  esta¬ 
blishment.,  and  Us-  L. 08,680  under  works. 

II.  Willi. nation  Water  H'orA-s . Working  Expenses. — Es.  19,000 

under  establishment,  and  Its.  51,000  for  maintenance  works. 

ILL.  Trirnmlrutn  Drainage. — Its,  49,480  tinder  establishment,  a 
lump  sum.  provision  of  Its.  7’01  lakhs  for  works  and  Es-  30,000  under 
town  planning  for  covering  up  Cochar. 

IV-  Eager eoil  Water  Works. — Es.  42,318  under  establishment 
and  Rs.  7  lakhs  under  works, 

V.  Allejpcy  scheme. . -Es.  36,460  under  establishment  and 

Es,  5,63  540  under  works. 

"VI  Shcneotta  schemr. — ,H?.  18,303  under  establishment  and 
Bs.  1,81,097  under  works. 

VII.  II-  a- ter  Supply  la  rural  arcus.  A  sum  of  Bs,  35,000  under 
capital  expenditure,  for  the  purchase  of  boring  instruments  for  investi¬ 
gation  of  a  schema  for  Kuttanad. 

VIII.  Es,  ,38,015  for  water  supply  to  Government  buildings 
and  Es.  .1,104  to  be  debited  l.o  35  Army  (non-votable). 

The  Committee  adjourned  at  T43  r.  m. 


MINUTES  OF  THE  FOURTH  MEETING  OF  THE 
STANDING  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


Tuesday,  the  Gth  jtjly  1937/22nd  Mithuham  1112. 

The  fourth  meeting  of  the  Standing  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Travancore  Legislature  (Second  Sri  Chitra  State  Council  and  Second 
Sri  Mn lam  Assembly)  was  held  in  the  Dawau's  Room,  Public  Cilices, 
at  11  a.  M.  on  Tuesday  the  Gth  July  1937.  Sachivottama  Sir.  C.  P. 
Bamaswamy  Aiyar,  K.  o.  I.  n.,  Dowan,  Presided. 

The  following  members  were  present 

1.  K.  R.  Elankath  Esq-,  B,  A.,  Member,  Sri  Chitra1  State  Council. 

2.  M.  Ivesava  Panic kar  Esq.,  B.  a,,  b.  l.,  Member,  Sri 

Mulam  Assembly. 

3-  E.  P.  Vargliese  Esq.,  M.  A.,  B.  n.,  Member,  Sri  Mulam 
Assembly. 

4.  Eao  Bahadur  Eajyasevanirata  N.  KunjanPillai,  m.  A., 

B.  sc.,  rh.  n.,  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 

5.  Eao  Bahadur  A.  Eengaswami  Aiyar  B.  A.,  Financial 

Secretary  to  Government. 

Public  Health.) 


99.  Minor  Conservancy  Station  at  Th-rikkariyoor.  The  provision 
of  Eb.  1 G  S  for  the  establishment  of  a  minor  conservancy  station  with 
two  sweepers  on  Its.  7^  each  per'  mensem  was  agreed  to. 

100.  Minor  Conservancy  Station  at  Kakhut .  A  similar  provision 
of  Rs.  165  was  also  allowed  for  opening  a  minor  conservanoy  station  at 
Kakkad. 

101.  Itinerant-  dispensary  for  the  treatmen  t  of  yaws.  Mr.  Varghese 
asked  whether  the  treatment  would  be  free,  and  he  was  told  that  it 
would  be  free.  The  proposed  provision  of  Rs.  4,518,  composed  of  the 
following  items,  was  passed 

One  Sub-Assistant  Surgeon  on 


Rs.  50-5-75 

One  Peon  on  Rs.  9-1/6-11 
One  Warder  on  Rs.  10-1/6-12 
P.  T.  A.  for  Sub-Assistant  Surgeon 
at  Rs.  24  per  mensem 
P.  T.  A.  for  Peon  at  Rs.  8 
per  mensem 

P.  T,  A.  for  Warder  at  Rs.  7 


Rs.  50  per  mensem. 
Rs.  9  do. 

Rs.  10  do. 

Rs.  24  do. 

Rs.  8  do. 


per  mensem 
Contingency 


Rs.  7  do. 
Es.  30  do. 


Total 

Total  for  eleven  months 
Purchase  of  Neosalvarsan 

Grand  Total  . 


.  Rs.  138  do. 
Rs.  1,518 
„  3,000 
4,518 
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102.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  Mr.  Elankath  suggested  that 
the  proposed  centres  should  be  established  in  places  where  medical  aid 
for  women  and  children  was  not  available  now. 

Mr.  Varglrese  asked  whether  the  concentration  in  three  centres 
would  be  of  any  real  use  to  the  villages  where  it  was  that  midwives 
were  really  needed. 

The  Director  of  Public  Health  said  that  the  midwives  would  be 
touring  from  village  to  village. 

The  Dowau  said  (hat  each  section  or  batch  would  have  a  chief 
under  whoso  orders  the  others  would  work,  and  added  that  the  pro¬ 
posal  would  serve  very  well  to  spread,  in  the  rural  parts,  the  knowledge 
that  there,  was  such  a  thing  as  midwifery  and  that  that  would  be  of 
great  help  to  them. 

The  lamp  provision  (Its.  5,000)  proposed,  was  adopted. 

The  following  items  were  also  passed  : — 

103.  Eh.  500  for  a  generator  for  the  cinema  equipment. 

104.  Es.  1,100  for  the  continuance  of  the  Entomological  Assistant 
during  1113. 

105.  Es.  440  for  a  temporary  Statistician  on  Es.  40-2-70. 

106.  Filariima  <  antral.  It  wa*  explained  to  the  Committtee  that 
like  mosquito  for  malaria,  there  was  a  plant  called  pistnla  which  afforded 
shelter  to  the  filariasis  germs,  and  enabled  them  to  breed,  that  that  had 
to  be  destroyed,  but  that  the  people  wanted  it  for  manurial  purposes. 

The  Committee,  agreed  to  the  provision  of  Es.  4,390  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  items 

Costner  year. 

Es. 


Three  Sanitary  Inspectors  on  Es.  25-3/2-40 

plus  P.  T.  A.  of  Es.  8  each  per  mensem  ...  1,188 

Two  peons  on  Es.  9-1/6-11  each  do.  ...  216 

Hour  Maistries  on  Bs.  12  do.  ...  576 

Sixteen  coolios  on  Es.  10  do.  ,..  1,920 

Contingencies  : 

Office  rent  at  Es.  15  do.  ...  180 

.[furniture  do.  ...  50 

Lighting,  sweeping,  etc.  do.  ...  60 

Other  contingencies  do.  ...  200 

Total  do.  ...  4,390 


107.  Health  Scheme  in  Tovala,  Agastisvaram,  KaOculam,  Vilavan- 
code  and  ShmaoUa.  The  Dewan  congratulated  the  Public  Health 
Director  on  the  work  of  his  department  and  told  the  committee  _  how  as 
a  result  of  such  work,  epidemics  were  avoided  in  these  localities  al¬ 
though  they  were  raging  just  a  few  miles  off  in  the  adjoining  British 

tefriThe*  proposed  provision  of  Es.  10,504,  composed  of  the  .following 
items,  was  allowed  to  stand  : 
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Tovala  taluk. 

Rs. 

One  Sub-Assistant  Surgeon  on  Rs,  50-5/2-75 
plus  a  permanent  travelling  allowance  of 
Rs.  24  per  mensem  . . .  888 

One  clerk  on  Es.  20-1/2-25  ..  240 

One  peon  on  Es.  9-1/6-11  plus  a  permanent 
travelling  allowance  of  Es.  2  per  mensem  . . ,  132 

Three  Sanitary  Inspectors  on  Es.  25-3/2-40 
plus  a  permanent  ^travelling  allowance  of 
Es.  8  each  per  mensem  ...  1,188 

Contingencies  ...  ‘221 

Agaatisutmm  Mali. 

One  Sub-Assistant  Surgeon  on  Es.  50-5/2-75 
plus  a  permanent  travelling  allowance  of 
Es.  24  per  mensem  . . .  888 

One  clerk  on  Es.  20-1/2-25  ...  240 

One  peon  on  Es.  9-1/6-11  pins  a  permanent 
travelling  allowance  of  Es.  2  pm:  mensem  ...  132 

Eight  Sanitary  Inspectors  on  Rs.  25-3/2-40 
plus  a  permanent  travelling  allowance  of 
Es.  8  each  per  mensem  ...  3,168 

Contingencies  ...  256 

K  a  l  kid  am  t  ?  luh. 

Two  Vaccinators  on  Rr.  15  each  per  mensem  ...  360 

VilaviUicode  taluk. 

.Eive  Vaocinators  on  Es.  15  each  menoem  ...  900 

Shencotta  taluk . 

One  Second  Grade  Sanitary  Circle  Officer  on 
Es.  50-5/2-75  with  a  permanent  travelling 
allowance  of  Es.  24  per  mensem  ...  888 

One  clerk  on  Es.  20-1/2-25  ...  240 

One  peon  on  Es,  9-1/6-11  pins  a  permanent 
travelling  allowance  of  Es.  2  per  mensem  ...  132 

One  Sanitary  Inspector  on  Es.  25-3/2-40  plus 
a  permanent  travelling  allowance  of  Es.  8 
pet  mensem  393 

Contingencies  ...  235 


l08.  District  Health  Officers.  The  following  provision  was  also 
sanctioned  by  the  Committee  :  — 

It  is  proposed  to  give  the  following  staff  only  to  each  of  the  Dis. 
trict  Officers  :  — 

Two  clerks  on  Es.  25*3-40  each ; 

One  clerk-typist  on  Es.  20-1-25  ; 

Two  peons  on  Es.  9-1/6-11  each. 
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The  total  cost  on  account  of  this  proposal  will  come  to  Rs.  6,050 
under  salaries,  Rs.  1,936  under  establishment,  Rs.  2,980  under  travel¬ 
ling  allowance  and  Rs.  2,500  under  contingencies,  i.  e.,  Rs.  13,466  for 
eleven  months  in  1113.  As  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  will  conti¬ 
nue  to  discharge  their  old  duties  in  their  respective  stations,  the  pay, 
permanent  conveyance  allowance  and  permanent  travelling  allowance  of 
the  two  officers  for  11  months  already  provided  for  in  Part  I  of  the 
Budget  for  11 1  3  may  be  deducted  from  the  above.  The  services  of  the 
peon  now  working  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Epidemiology 
and  Vital  Statistics  could  also  be  utilised  by  one  of  the  District  offices. 
Deducting  the  pay  of  the  two  officers  and  the  peon  and  the  permanent 
conveyance  allowance  and  the  permanent  travelling  allowance  which 
these  officers  are  now  drawing,  the  excess  cost  would  come  to  Rs.  8,337 
for  eleven  months  in  1113.  It  is  therefore  proposed  to  provide  a  sum  of 
Rs.  5,337  only  in  Part  II  budget  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  1113.  The  whole  scheme  will  be  only  temporary  for  the  present. 

109.  Officer  for  rural  sanitation  and  propaganda.  Mr.  Varghese 
suggested  whether,  instead  of  an  officer  on  Rs.  100-5/2-125,  one  on 
Rs.  50 — 75  would  not  suffice. 

The  Chief  Secretary  suggested  the  scale  of  Es.  75—100. 

The  Committee  accepted  the  Chief  Secretary’s  suggestion  and  the 
proposed  provision  of  Rs.  1,100  was  accordingly  reduced  to  Rs.  825. 

Education. 

110.  University.  Mr.  Varghese  enquired  whether  any  additional 
college  was  to  be  started  fur  instruction  in  medicine  and  engineering. 
The  Special  Officer  said  that  medicine  was  too  costly  to  be  thought  of 
at  present  and  that,  for  engineering,  there  would  be  a  Faculty  of  Tech¬ 
nology  in  the  proposed  University.  The  Dewan  added  that  there  would 
be  a  Central  Research  Institute  for  higher  research  in  matters  specially 
suited  for  Travancore.  The.  Special  Officer  said  that  there  would  also 
be  a  course  in  architecture  for  which  there  was  no  course  anywhere 
in  India  at  present  and  for  which  there  was  much  scope  in  Travancore 
itself  in  connection  with  the  town  planning  schemes. 

Mr.  Kesava  Panickar  asked  whether  it  was  going  to  be  a  Kerala 
University  or  a  Travancore  University.  The  Dewan  replied  that  a 
Kerala  University  would  necessarily  have  to  include  British  Malabar 
and  Cochin.  The  future  educational  policy  of  the  Madras  Government 
depended  on  the  political  developments  in  British  India  which  might 
not  suit  Travancore  at  all. 

Mr.  Kesava  Panickar  raised  the  further  question  whether  there 
was  any  need  to  go  in  for  the  costly  scheme  now-  The  Dewan  said 
that  he  hoped  to  meet  the  expenditure  out  of  the  income  from  super 
tax  which  the  Government  will  earmark  for  the  University. 

Mr.  Kesava  Panickar  asked  whether  there  was  any  chance  of  the 
degree  and  diplomas  of  the  proposed  University  being  recognised  out¬ 
side-  The  Dewan  said  that  the  standards  were  going  to  be  fixed  very 


high  for  admission  to  the  University  courses  and  for  the  degree  and 
diploma  examinations. 

The  Committee  approved  of  the  proposal  to  provide  a  sum  of 
Rg.  71,522,  composed  of  the  following  items,  in  the  Education  Budget 
for  1118:- 

I.  Special  University  Office. 


(а)  Salaries. 

Pay  of  the  rcrsonn.1  Assistant  to  the  Special  University 
Officer  for  ten  months  at  Rs.  175  per  mensem  .1,750 

(б)  Establishment. 

Pay  of  the  clerk  on  Rs.  40-70  at  Rs.  GB  for  one  month 
and  Rs.  70  per  mensem  for  9  months.  695 

Pay  of  the  clerk  on  Rs.  25  -40  for  ten  months  at  Rs.  40 
mensem  i  .  400 

Pay  of  the  Stenographer  at  Rs.  44  for  one  month  and  at 

Rs.  45  per  mensem  for  9  months  .  449 

Pay  of  the  Typist  for  ten  months  at  Rs.  25  per .  mensem  250 

Pay  of  five  peons  for  ten  months  at  Rs.  11  each  do.  650 

Pay  of  two  peons  for  ten  months  at  Rs.  9  each  do.  180 


Total  ...  2,524 

(c)  Travelling  allowance  for  9  months  2,000 

{cl)  Contingencies  for  9  months 

Books  and  periodicals  500 

Furniture  500 

Tour  charges  150 

Anchal  charges  150 

Office  expenses  and  miscellaneous  500 

Pay  of  Menials— one  watcher  at  Es.  7£  per  mensem  and 

one  sweeper  and  scavenger  at  Us.  4  per  mensem  115 

Electric  current  150 

Telephone  charges  133 

Water  Supply  charges  50 


Total  ...  2,248 

II.  Lump  sum  for  the  University  scheme  75,000 

Total  of  I  and  II  ...  83,522 

Deduction  made  by  Government  12,000 


71,522 

The  Committee  considered  the  following  provisions  one  after 
another,  and  passed  them. 

111.  Es-  2,880  for  opening  V  Form  in  Higher  Grade  Training 
School  for  Women,  Trivandrum. 
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112.  Es.  624  for  cooks  in  the  Collegiate  Hostel. 

113.  Es.  648  for  a  clerk  on  Es.  40-5-70  and  a  peon  on  Es.  9-1/6-11 
for  the  Examination  Board. 

114.  Es,  3,000  for  enhancement  of  contingent  grant  to  Vernacular 
Schools. 

115.  Es.  820  for  Arabic  Instructors. 

116.  Es.  540  for  3  temporary  teachers  in  Elcor  Primary  School. 

117.  Es,  580  for  Arabic  Munshies  in  Vernacular  Schools. 

118.  Es,  480  for  Headmasters  for  the  Nettancode  and  Kottar 
Primary  Schools. 

110.  Es.  720  for  temporary  Headmasters  in  the  Alloor,  Eraviputhur- 
kada  and  Eloor  Primary  Schools. 

120.  Es.  216  for  Weaving  Instructor  in  Kannamangalam  V.  M. 
School. 

121.  Es.  336  for  temporary  Drawing  and  Drill  Master,  and  peon, 
in  the  Perisseri  V.  M.  School. 

122.  Es.  720  for  making  permanent  2  temporary  teachers’ posts  in 
the  Tamil  parallel  divisions  oi  classes  V  and  VI,  and  the  continuance  in 
1113  of  the  teacher’s  post  in  class  VII  of  the  Trivandrum  Vernacular 
High  School. 

123.  Es.  144  for  temporary  Arabic  Instructor’s  post  for  the  Nemani 
V.  M.  School  for  boys. 

124.  Es.  2,200  for  the  Financial  Assistant  in  the  office  of  the 
Director  of  Public  Instruction. 

125-  Es.  060  for  the  continuance  of  the  following  temporary  staff 
of  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  Inspecting  officers: 

1.  Office  of  the  Division  Inspector,  Trivandrum  ..  2  clerks. 

2.  Do.  Quilon  ...  1  clerk. 

3.  Do.  Tiru  valla  ...  1  clerk. 

4.  Do.  Muvattupuzha...  1  clerk. 

5.  Office  of  the  Inspectress  of  Grids’  Schools  ...  1  clerk. 

6.  Do.  Assistant  to  the  Do.  ...  1  clerk. 

Total  ...  7  clerks, 

126.  Es.  360  for  the  continuance  of  the  post  of  part-time  French 
Assistant  in  the  Science  College. 

127.  Es.  300  for  the  continuance  of  the  post  of  Storekeeper  in  the 
Women’s  College. 

128.  Es.  66 0  for  Hindi  Instructors  in  English  High  Schools. 

120.  Es.  480  for  a  Physical  Instructor  in  the  English  High  School 
for  Girls.  , 

130.  Es.  240  for  temporary  clerk  on  Es.  20-25  in  the  English  High. 
School  for  Girls. 

Es.  2,400  for  making  permanent  5  temporary  teachers  on  Es, 
Es.  360  for  a  Headmaster  for. the  Perisseri  V.  M.  School  for 

Es,  2,000  for  continuing  the  vocational  training  course. 

Es.  936  for  continuance  of  the  Text  Book  Committee  esta¬ 
blishment. 


131. 
40-70, 

132. 
boys. 

133. 

134. 


j.35.  Bs.  12,000  for  the  All-India  Oriental  Conference  of  193?  to 
be  held  in  Trivandrum  in  December.  The  details  are  as  follow:  — 

Bs. 


1. 

Convej'ance  charges  for  delegates  and  tra¬ 

velling  allowance  to  Pandits 

2,000 

2. 

Catering  and  accommodation 

3,000 

3, 

Exhibition 

1,000 

4. 

Presents  and  Shawls 

1,500 

5 

Entertainments 

1,500 

G. 

Travelling  allowance  to  the  President  of 

the  Conference 

1,500 

7. 

Miscellaneous  including  Pandal,  Electric 
charges,  Postage  and  Anchal  charges, 

clerical  allowance,  etc. 

1,500 

Total 

12,000 

Backward  Communities. 

136.  Bs.  20,000  for  amelioration  of  the  backward  communities. 
The  Dewan  explained  the  scheme. 

Medical. 

137.  The  proposed  provision  of  Bs.  5,000  for  furnishing  the  four 
new  wards  of  the  General  Hospital  was  sanctioned  by  the  Committee. 

138.  The  Committee  accepted  the  proposal  to  provide  Bs.  220  for 
an  additional  compounder  for  the  General  Medical  Stores,  Trivandrum. 

139.  A  sum  of  Bs.  1,210  for  2  additional  nursing  sisters  (1  Head 
Sister  on  Bs.  60  and  the  other  on  Bs.  50)  for  the  Kottayam  Hospital, 
was  also  agreed  to  be  provided  for,  as  proposed  by  the  Government. 

140.  Land  Acquisition  charges.  The  Darbar  Physician  recom¬ 
mended  a  provision  of  Bs.  8,789  for  the  following  items:  — 

For  acquiring  2 J  acres  of  land  for  the  location 
of  the  Perumpavoor  Dispensary  building 

For  acquiring  sites  for  the  Tuberculosis 
Hospital  at  Nagercoil 

For  acquiring  2  acres  and  16  cents  of  land  for 
shifting  the  burial  ground  attached  to  the 
District  Hospital,  Parassala 

Government  made  a  reduction  of  Bs.  4,000  and  the 
passed  the  provision  of  Bs.  4789  for  land  acquisition. 

141.  Additional  male  compounders  for  heavy  hospitals. 
kath,  while  acceeding  to  the  proposed  provision  of  Bs.  880  (for  4  com¬ 
pounders  on  Bs.  20-1-25)  suggested  that  proper  distribution  of  the 
additional  hands  should  be  made.  The  provision  was  passed. 

The  following  provisions  for  the  Women  and  Children’s  Hospital, 
Trivandrum,  were  considered  one  after  another  and  passed  : — 


Bs.  2,800 
Bs.  5,203 

Bs.  786 
Committee 

Mr.  Elan- 


142.  Es.  700  for  24  iron  cots, 

143.  Es.  1,220  for  shadowless  operation  lamp. 

144.  Es.  374  for  4  additional  sweepers  on  Es.  each  a  month. 

145.  Es.  440  for  2  more  midwives  on  Es.  20-1-25  each. 

146.  Permanent  Lady  Assistant  Surgeon.  Mr.  Varghese  enquired 
whether  a  Sub- Assistant  Surgeon  would  not  suffice.  The  Darbar  Phy¬ 
sician  replied  that,  for  an  Out-patient  ward  of  about  400  patients,  an 
Assistant  Surgeon  was  absolutely  necessary.  It  was  therefore  agreed 
that  a  sum  of  Es.  1,100  be  provided  in  the  Budget  for  1113  for  a  Lady 
Assistant  Surgeon  on  Es.  1C0-10/2-150  for  the  Women  and  Children’s 
Hospital,  Trivandrum. 

147.  Temporary  servants  for  the  General  Medical  Stores.  The  pro¬ 
posed  provision  of  Es.  288  for  6  servants  for  11  months  was  allowed  to 
stand. 

148.  Continuance  of  the  temporary  dispensary  at  Vidura.  Mr. 
Varghese  enquired  whether  Vidura  was  malarial,  and  Mr.  Simpson 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  A  sum  of  Es.  869  (1  Sub  Assistant  Sur¬ 
geon  on  Es.  50-5/2-75,  1  compounder  on  Es.  20-1/2-25  and  1  peon  on 
Es.  9  1/6-11  was  allowed  to  he  provided  for. 

The  following  items  were  also  passed  one  after  another 

149.  Es.  209  for  1  warder  on  Es.  10-1/5-12  and  1  peon  on  Es. 
9-1/6-11  for  the  Kayancolam  Dispensary  for  leprosy  work. 

150.  Es.  2,200  for  the  temporary  staff  of  4  Sub-Assistant  Surgeons 
engaged  in  leprosy  work. 

151.  Es.  275  for  the  temporary  Steward  clerk  at  the  Noornad  Leper 
Colony. 

152.  Es.  880  for  the  8  temporary  additional  warders  in  the  General 
Hospital,  Trivandrum. 

153.  Additional  staff  for  the  neio  wards  and  the  Radiological  and 
Radium  Wards  of  the  General  Hospital. 

Mr.  Varghese  asked  whether  the  Assistant  Surgeon  proposed  could 
not  be  eliminated.  Mr.  Simpson  pointed  out  thatiexcept  for  the 
menials  provision  was  needed  only  for  the  latter  half  of  1113,  and  that 
for  proper  diagnosis  and  treatment  the  Assistant  Surgeon  proposed  was 
necessary.  Accordingly,  the  proposed  provision  !of  Es.  4,894;  for  the 
following  items,  was  passed.  '  . 

Es.  600  for  1  Assistant  Surgeon  (Es.  100-10/2-150)  for  6  months 

Es.  300  for  1  Sub- Assistant  Surgeon  (Es.  50-5-75)  for  6  months. 

Es.  120  for  1  Clerk-Typist  (Es.  20-1-25)  for  6  months. 

Es.  720  for  6  trained  nurses  (Es.  20-1-25)  for  6  months. 

Es.  400  for  4  Do.  Do.  for  5  months. 

Es.  528  for  4  Sick  Nurses  (Es.  12-1/3-15)  for  11  months.  -  .  .7  ; 

'  Es.  600  for  2  Sisters  (Honorarium  of  Es.  60  each)  for- 6  months,-. 

Es.  216  for  4  Assistant  Attenders  (Es.  9-1/6-11)  for  6  months, 

Es-  b80  for  4  male  and  4  female  warders  .(Es.  10-1/5.12)  for  11  _ 

months. 
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Rs.  54  for  1  peon  on  (Rs,  9-1/6.11}  for  6  months. 

Rs.  102  for  2  watchers  (Rs.  8|)  for  6  months  ;  and 

Rs.  874  for  2  male  and  2  female  scavengers  (Rs.  8-^)  for  11  months. 

154.  Head  Accountant  for  the  Darbar  Physician's  Office.  The 
proposed  provision  of  Rs.  825,  for  the  purpose  was  passed.  Mr.  Var- 
ghese  observed  that  the  need  for  the  post  was  due.  to  the  abolition  of 
the  Manager’s  post. 

The  following  items  were  scrutinised  one  after  another  and  passed. 
Stationery  and  Printing. 

155.  Increase  of  pay  of  the  Warehouseman  from  Rs.  20  to  Rs 

20-1-25. 

156-  Rs.  605  for  making  the  post  of  computing  clerk  permanent 
in  the  scale  of  on  Rs.  40-5-70. 

157.  Rs.  2,696  for  the  following  staff  in  the  Government  Press  : 

(i)  Publication  Branch. i 
One  clerk  on  Rs.  20  in  the  scale  of  Rs.  20-1-25. 

One  counter  on  Rs.  12  in  the  scale  of  Rs.  11-1/3-15. 

One  packer  on  Rs.  10  in  the  scale  of  Es.  9-1/6-11. 

Allowance  to  the  Store  keeper  Rs.10. 

Do.  to  the  Publication  clerk  Rs.  10. 

Do.  to  the  Accountant  Rs.  5. 

Total  Rs.  737. 

(ii)  Women’s  Composing  Section. 

One  women-Section  Head  Rs.  20  per  mensem. 

Two  Galley  Press  women  Rs.  9  per  mensem. 

Total  for  11  months  Rs.  418. 

(iii)  Reading  Section. 

One  Examiner  Rs.  20-1-25. 

One  Reader  Rs.  11.1/3-15. 

Total  for  11  months — Rs.  341 

(iv)  Stock  taking  op  tee  Publication  Branch. 

1.  A  Superintendent  on  Rs.  200  per  mensem. 

2.  Two  clerks,  one  on  Rs.  50  per  mensem  and  the  other  on 

iRs.  25  per  mensem. 

3.  One  peon  on  Rs.  9  per  mensem. 

Total  Rs.  1200. 

Observatory. 

158,  Rs.  220  for  the  Attender  Mechanic  of  the  Astronomical  Branch, 
the  post  being  made  permanent. 

_  159-  Rs-  198  for  the  temporary  additional  peon  of  the  Meteorolo¬ 
gical  Branch  and  for  allowances  to  observers  and  messengers. 

1-60.  Rs.  207  (at  Rs.  18  for  the  first  two  months  and  Rs.  19  for  the 
next  9  months)-  for  making  the  post  of  the  Pilot  Balloon  Assistant  on 
Rs.  15-|.20  permanent, 
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Department  for  the  publication  op  Oriental 
Manuscripts. 

161.  Rs.  5,000  (lump  sum  provision)  for  the  printing  of  a  descriptive 
catalogue  of  the  manuscripts  of  the  Palace  Granthapura  and  the 
Curator’s  office- 

16-2.  Rs.  2,340  for  the  preparation  of  the  catalogue  of  oriental 
manuscripts. 

Economic  Development  Board, 


163.  Rs.  7,669  for  additional  staff,  T.  A.  and  Supplies,  Services  and 
Contingencies.  The  details  are  as  follow  : 

Secretary  Rs.  150-10/2-200  Rs.  1,650  for  11  months. 
Establishment  (additional) 

1  Head  clerk  Rs.  40-5-70  440  Do. 

1  Steno-typist  Rs.  25-3-40  275  Do. 

1  Mochee  Rs.  11-1/5-13  121  Do. 

2  peons  Rs,  9-1/6-11  each  198 


Total 


1,034 


Travelling  Allowances 

Supplies,  Services  and  Contingencies. 

1 .  Purchase  and  repair  of  furniture 

2.  Purchase  of  books  and  periodicals 
3-  Journal  charges 

4.  Anchal  charges 

5.  Rent 

6.  Office  expenses 

7.  Electric  current 

8.  Pay  of  menials 


3,000 

300 

100 

750 

30 

600 

100 

50 

55 


Total  Rs.  7,669 

Anchal. 

164.  Rs.  110,  for  a '  delivery  peon  for  the  Sacred  Heart  Mount 
Anchal  Office. 

165.  Substitution  of  a  clerk’s  post  in  the  Superintendent  s  office  by 
that  of  a  M'alayalam  typist. 

Ayurveda. 

166.  Rs.  220  for  the  temporary  Curator  of  the  Pulayanarkotta 
Botanical  Gardens. 

167.  Rs.  165  for  an  additional  warder  for  the  Mam  a  ward  of  the 
Ayurveda  Hospital,  and  for  the  revision  of  the  scale  of  pay  of  the 
Manna  Vaidyan  from  Rs.  20-1/2-25  to  Rs.  25-3/2-40. 

168.  Rs.  75  (Rs,  £0  for  the  Makaravilakkn  festival  and  Rs,  25  for 
the  Ashtami  at  Vaikom)  for  temporary  vaidyasalas  at  Erumeli,  Pampa 
and  Sabarimala. 


169.  Rs.  264  -for  additional  nurse  and  an  additional  compounder 
each  on  Rs.  12-1/2-15  per  mensem  for  the  Ayurveda  Hospital. 

170.  Rs.  50  tor  books  and  appliances  for  the  Ayurveda  College. 

171.  Rs.  1,100  for  5  new  grant  in-aid  vaidyasalas  on  Rs.  15  each 
per  mensem,  and  1  on  a  special  grant  of  Rs.  25  per  mensem, 
Mr.  Varghese  enquired  about  the  reason  for  the  special  treatment  in 
the  case  of  the  one  vaidyasala.  The  Chief  Secretary  said  that,  there, 
the  vaidyan  was  a  well-known  physician  of  well-established  repu¬ 
tation 

Mr.  Kesava  Panikkar  asked  whether  that  vaidyan  was  an  Ezhava, 
and  the  Chief  Secretary  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Panikkar  further  asked  whether  the  persons  who  were  to  get 
the  other  5  grants  had  been  selected,  and  the  Chief  Secretary  answered 
in  the  negative, 

172.  Rs.  220  for  a  Store-keeper  for  the  Trivandrum  Ayurveda 
Pharmacy.  The  provision  was  passed 

The  Committee  adjourned  at  12-18  P.  M. 


MINUTES  OF  THE  FIFTH  MEETING-  OF  THE 
STANDING  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Wednesday,  the  7th  July  1937/23rd  Mithunam  1112. 

The  fifth  meeting  of  the  Standing  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Travancore  Legislature  (Second  Sri  Chitra  State  Council  and  Second 
Sri  Mnlam  Assembly)  was  held  in  the  Dewan’s  Room,  Public  Offices, 
at  12-30  i\  M.  on  Wednesday,  the  7th  July  1937.  Sachivottama  Sir 
0.  P.  Rarnuswami  Aiyar,  k.  o.  i.  h.,  Dewan,  presided. 

The  following  members  were  present : — 

1.  K.  R.  Elenkath  Esq.,  B.  a., 

Member  Sri  Chitra  State  Council. 

2.  M.  Kesava  Panikkar  Esq.,  b.  a.,  b.  l., 

Member,  Sri  Mulam  Assembly. 

3.  E.  P.  Yarghese  Esq.,  m.  A.  b.  l., 

Member,  Sri  Mulam  Assembly. 

4.  Eao  Bahadur  Rajyasevanirata  N.  Kunjan  Pillai,  M.  a.  b.  Sc., 
ph.  D.,  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 

5.  Eao  Bahadur  A.  Bengaswami  Aiyar,  B.  a., 

Financial  Secretary  to  Government. 

Part  I  Budget. 

The  Dewan  said  that,  at  the  members  were  aware  Part  I  contained 
only  standing  sanctions,  that,  still  if  they  could  not  have  had  time 
to  go  through  the  whole  of  Part  I,  it  was  quite  open  to  them;  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  right  of  discussing  the  various  provisions  by  sending  up  cut 
motions  like  the  other  members  of  the  Legislature,  also  to  write  to  the 
Financial  Secretary  on  matters  on  which  they  needed  information  or 
elucidation. 

Several  items  which  the  Committee  could  lay  its  hands  upon  even 
immediately  were  scrutinised  and  doubts  cleared. 

Part  I  of  the  Budget  was  also  passed  by  the  Committee. 

Under  Section  32  of  Regulation  II  of  1108,  the  following  state¬ 
ment  of  expenditure  sanctioned  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  two  Houses 
of  the  Legislature  was  placed  before  the  Finance  Committee. 
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No.  and  data  of  Q ■  0. 

Particulars. 

Amount. 

Rs. 

Q--0  No.  R-  O.G-  1834136/  For  the  continuance  of  the  Anti-plague  works 

Not 

L.  G.  B.,  dated  22-6-1937. 

at  Alleppey. 

specified. 

G.O.R.  0-0.  No.  1182/371 
Rev.,  dated  14th  June  1937 

For  the  construction  of  a  new  goilowu  for  the 
Kunmrakam  Nelpura  C  u  teller  ry 

4,070 

G.  O.R.  0.  0,  No.  2t63/35| 

For  the  continuance  of  the  Malaria  Hospitals 

Not 

L.G.  B-  dated  17th  June 
19y37. 

an(l  dispensaries  in  the  Neyyattinkara  and 
iNedumangad  taluks. 

specified. 

G.  O.R  0.0.  No.  1970/37/ 
Rev-,  dated  17th  June  1937 

On  account  of  the  pay  of  56  process  peons  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  Conciliation  Boards  for 
Mithunam  1112. 

504 

G.  0.  R.  0.  C.  No.  1571/37/ 
L.  G.  B  ,  dated  17th  June 
1937. 

Under  rural  sanitation  for  expenditure  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  establishment  of  a  conser¬ 
vancy  town  at  Mavelikava. 

1,354 

The  Dewan  said  that  the  amounts  should  have  been  specified. 


The  Committee  adjourned  at  1-9  p.  m, 

K.  M'adeava  Kurup. 

Trivandrum,  Convener, 

14th  August  193?.  Standing  Finance  Committee. 


Annexure  I. 

THE  TRAVANCORE  HINDU  WIDOWS’  REMARRIAGE 
BILL. 

(As  passed  by  the  Sri  MuUm- Assembly.) 


A  Bill  to  remove  all  legal  obstacles  to  the  mabbiage 
ob  Hindu  Widows-  in  Tbavanqobe. 


Whereas  the  removal  of  all  legal  obstacles  to  the  marriage  of 
Hindu  widows  in  the  State  will  tend  to- the  pro- 
Preambla.  motion  of  good  morals  and  to  the  public  welfare 

and  whereas  it  is  just  to  hold  the  offspring  of  such 
marriages  as  legitimate ;  It  is  enacted  as  follows  : — 
1.  (i)  This  Regulation  may  be  called  The  Travauc.ore  Hindu 
Short  title,  extent  Widows’  Remarriage  Regulation. 

and  oommoEoemont. 

(ii)  It  shall  extend  to  the  whole  of  Travancore, 

(iii)  This  Regulation  shall  apply  to.  all  marriages  of  Hindu 
widows  contracted  before  the  commencement  of,  and  subsisting  on  the 
date  of,  this  Regulation,  or  contracted  on  or  after  the  commencement 
of  this  Regulation  whether  such  marriages  be  allowed  by  .  custom 
or  not. 


(iv)  It  shall  come  into  operation  at  once. 

2.  Notwithstanding  any  custom  and  any  interpretation  of  Hindu 

Law  to  the  contrary,  no  marriage  contracted  between 
Marriage  of  Hindu  ^bidus  shall  be  invalid,  and  the  issue  of  no  such 
widow*  legalised.  marriage  ,  shall  be  illegitimate,  by  reason  ot  the 
woman  having  been  previously  married  or  betrothed 
to  any  other  person  who  was-dead  at  the  time  of 

such  marriage. 

3.  Whatever  words  spoken,  ceremonies  performed  or  engagements 

made  on  the  marriage  of  a  Hindu  female  who 
has  not  been  previously  married)  are  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  valid  marriage,  shall  have  the  same 
effect  if  spoken,  performed  or  made  on  the  marriage 
of  a  Hindu  widow;  and  no  marriage  shall  be 
declared  invalid  on  the  ground  that  such  words, 
ceremonies  or  engagements  are  inapplicable  in  the 
case  of  a  widow. 


Ceremonies  constitu¬ 
ting  valid  marriage 
to  have  tlie  f-aine 
effect  on  widow  re¬ 
marriage. 


4.  A  widow  who  has  not  completed  her  sixteenth  year  shall  not 
remarry  without  the  consent  of  her  father,  or  if  she 
Consent  to  the  ra-  has  n0  father,  of  her  mother,  or  if  she  has  no 
marriage  of  a  widow  mother,  of  her  elder  brother,  or  failing  also  elder 
£°six"enthCZr  '  brothers,  of  her  next  male  relative. 


The  consent  of  the  guardian  shall  be  presumed  until  the  contrary 
is  proved. 

In  the  case  of  a  widow  who  lias  completed  her  sixteenth  year, 
her  own  consent  shall  be  sufficient  to  constitute  her  rema triage  lawful 
and  valid. 

5-  All  rights  and  interests  which  any  widow  may  have  in  her 
deceased  husband’s  property  by  way  of  maintenance, 

Rights  of  widow  0r  by  inheritance  to  her  husband  or  to  his  lineal 
to  oeaso  Ton  her  ro-  successors,  o t  by  virtue  of  any  will  or  testamentary 
marriage.  disposition  conferring  upon  her,  without  express 

permission  to  remarry,  only  a  limited  interest  in  such  property,  with 
no  power  of  alienating  the  same,  shall  upon  her  remarriage  cease  and 
determine  as  if  she  had  then  died;  andtlie  next  heirs  of  her  deceased 
husband,  or  other  persons  entitled  to  the  property  on  her  death,  shall 
thereupon  succeed  to  the  same. 

G.  On  the  remarriage  of  a  Hindu  widow,  if  neither  the  widow  nor 
any  other  person  has  been  expressly  constituted 

Guardianship  of  by  the  wdl  or  testamentary  disposition  of  the 
children  of  deceased  deceased  husband  the  guardian  of  his  children, 
maidaga  0"oflBWs  the  father  or  paternal  grandfather  or  the  mother  or 
paternal  grand-mother,  of  the  deceased  husband  or 
fray  male  relative  of  the  deceased  husband,  may 
petition  the  District  Court  having  jurisdiction  in  the  place  whore  the 
deceased  husband  was  domiciled  at  the  time  of  his  death  for  the 
appointment  of  some  proper  person  to  be  guardian  of  the  said  children, 
and  thereupon  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Court,  if  it  shall  think 
fit,  to  appoint  such  guardian,  who  when  appointed  shall  be  entitled  to 
have  the  care  and  custody  of  the  said  children,  or  of  any  of  them 
during  their  minority,  in  the  place  of  their  mother ;  and  in  making 
such  appointm  mt  the  Court  shall  be  guided  so  far  as  maybe  by  the 
laws  and  rules  in  force  touching  the  guardianship  of  children  who  have 
neither  father  nor  mother  : 

Provided  that,  when  the  said  children  have  not  property  of  their 
own  sufficient  for  their  support  and  proper  education  Whilst  minors, 
no  such  appointment  shall  be  made  otherwise  than  with  the  consent  of 
the  mother  unless  the  proposed  guardian  shall  have  given  security  for 
the  support  and  proper  education  of  the  children  whilst  minors. 

7.  Except  as  is  provided  in  the  two  preceding  Sections  a  widow 
!  shall  not,  by  reason  of  her  remarriage,  forfeit  any 
of  widows  °remarry-  ProPerty  or  <®y  right  to  which  she  would  otherwise 
ing.  be  entitled  ;  and  every  widorr  who  has  remarried 

shall  have  the.  same  rights  of  inheritance  as  she 
would  have  had,  had  such  marriage  been  her  first  marriage. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  to  the  P.  Pabameswaran  Pillai, 

Sri  .Ylulam  Assembly,  Secretary  to  the  Sri  Mulam  Assembly. 
Trivandrum,  26th  February  1937. 


Annexure  II. 

THE  TRAVANCORE  TRANSFERS  AND  BEQUESTS 
TO  UNBORN  PERSON  S  BILL .  ' 

A  Regulation  to  remove  certain  existing  disabilities  in  respect  of 

the  power  of  disposition  of  property  for  the  benefit  of  persons  not  n 
existence  at  the  date  of  such  disposition. 

"Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  remove  certain  existing  disabilities  in 
respect  of  the  power  of  disposition  of  property  for 
Preamble.  the  benefit  of  persons  not  in  existence  at  the  date  of 

such  disposition  ;  It  is  hereby  enacted  as  follows  — 
1.  (a)  This  Regulation  may  be  called  the  Transfers  and  Bequests 
Short  Title.  to  Unborn  Persons  Regulation. 

Oommenooment.  (6)  It  shall  come  into  force  at  once. 

9.  (a)  This  Regulation  shall  apply  to  transfers  intervivos  and  wills 

Application  and  ma(ie  by  persons  who  are  domiciled  in  Travan- 
extent.  core. 

( b )  In  the  case  of  transfers  intervivos  or  .wills  executed  before 
the  date  of  commencement,  of  this  Regulation,  the  provisions  of  this  Re¬ 
gulation  shall  apply  to  such  of  the  dispositions  thereby  made  as  are 
intended  to  come  into  operation  at  a  time  which  is  subsequent  to  such 
date,  provided  that  nothing  contained  in  this  Section  affect  bona  fide 
transferees  for  valuable  consideration  in  whom  the  right  to  any  property 
has  vested  prior  to  the  date  of  the  Regulation  or  render  valid  any 
disposition  which  has  been  held  by  a  court  of  law  to  be  invalid. 

3.  In  this  Regulation  unless  there  is  anything  repugnant  in  the 
subject  or  context  ‘  disposition  of  property  ’  means 
Debm  ion .  transfer  intervivos  or  by  will ;  and 

(6)  ‘  property  ’  includes  both  movable  and  immovable  property. 
i.  Subject  to  the  provisions  and  limitations  contained  in  Sections 
6,  7,  8  and  9,  no  transfer  of  property  intervivos  shall 
Trsnafer  for  the  ke  invalid  by  reason  only  that  any  person  for  whose 
benefit  of  persons  p,ene£t  it  was  made  was  not  in  existence  at  the  date 
not  m  exis  enoo.  ^  transfer. 

6.  Subject  to  the  provisions  and  limitations  contained  in  Sections 
10,  11,  12  and  13  no  bequest  of  property  shall  be 
Beqnoeti  for  tho  invalid  by  reason  only  that  any  person  for  whose 
benefit  of  persons  j^egt  jt  was  made  was  not  in  existence  at  the  time 
notm  oxietenoe.  ,  .,  ,  ,  i, 

of  the  testator  s  death- 

■6.  Where  on  a  transfer  of  property  an  interest  therein  is  created 
for  the  benefit  of  a  person  not  in  existence  at  the 
Transfer  to  oom-  date  of  the  transfer  subject  to  a  prior  interest  creat- 
priso  whole  interest.  e(i  by  the  same  transfer,  the  interest  created  for  the 
benefit  of  such  person  shall  not  take  effect,  unless  it 
extends  to  the  whole  of  the  remaining  interest  of  the  transfer  in  the 
property. 

Vol,  X,  No.  8, 
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'  Cl  : 
Illustration. 


A  transfers  property  of  which,  he  is^the  owner  to  B,  in  trust  for  A 
and  his  intended  wife  successively  for  their  lives  and  after  the  death 
of  the  survivor  for  the  eldest  son  of  the  intended  marriage  for  life  and 
after  his  death  for  A’s  second  son.  The  interest  so  created  for  the 
benefit  of  the  eldest  son  does  not  take  effect  because  it  does  not  extend 
to  the  whole  of  A’s  remaining  interest  in  the  property. 

7.  No  transfer  of  property  can  operate  to  create  an  interest  which 

is  to  take  effect  after  the  life  time  of  one  or  more 

Kulo  against  per-  persons  living  at  the  date  of  such  transfer  and  the 
Vanity.  minority  of  some  person  who  shall  be  in  existence 

at  the  expiration  of  that  period,  and  to  whom,  if  he 
attains  full  age,  the  interest  created  is  to  belong. 

8.  If  on  a  transfer  of  property,  an  interest  therein  is  created  for  the 
benefit  of  a  class  or  persons  with  regard  to  some  of 
whom  such  interest  fails  by  reason  of  any  of  the 
rules  contained  in  Sections  6  and  7,  such  interest 
fails  in  regard  to  those  persons  only  and  in  regard 
to  the  whole  class. 

reason  of  any  of  the  rules  contained  in  Sections  6  and 
7  an  interest  created  for  the  benefit  of  a  person  or 
a  class  of  persons  fails  in  regard  to  such  person  or 
the  whole  of  such  class,  any  interest  created  in  the 
same  transaction  and  intended  to  take  effect  after  or 
upon  failure  of  such  prior  interest  also  fails. 

bequest  is  made  to  a  person  not  in  existence  at  the 
time  of  the  testator’s  death,  subject  to  a  prior  be¬ 
quest  contained  in  the  will,  the  later  bequest  shall 
be  void  unless  it  comprises  the  whole  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  interest  of  the  testator  in  the  thing  bequeathed. 


Tr»n«£er  to  &  cl»ss 
•ome  o£  whom  ooma 
under 'Sections  6  &  7. 


9.  Where  by 

Transfer  to  take 
effect  on  failure  of 
prior  interest. 


10.  Where  a 

Bequest  to  oompriee 
whole  interest. 


Illustration. 


Property  is  bequeathed  to  A  for  his  life  and  after  his  death  to  his 
elde*t  son  for  life  and  after  the  death  of  the  latter,  to  his  eldest  son. 
Here  the  bequest  to  A’s  eldest  son  is  not  a  bequest  of  the  whole  interest 
that  remains  to  the  testator.  So  the  bequest  to  A’s  eldest  sou  for  his 
■  life  is  void. 


11.  No  bequest  is  valid  whereby  the  vesting  of  the  thing  bequeathed 
may  be  delayed  beyond  the  life  time  of  one  or  more 
netuitw  “  per'  Pel’80ns  living  at  the  testator’s  death  and  the  mino- 
rity  of  some  person  who  shall  be  in  existence  at  the 
.  expiration  of  that  period  and  to  whom,  if  he  attains 
full  age,  the  thing  bequeathed  is  to  belong. 


12.  If  a  bequest  is  made  to  a  class  of  persons  with  regard  to  some 
Bequest  to  a  class  ^  U  ^“operative  by  reason  of  the  provision 

Borne  of  wliomoome  ot  bectl0Qs  10  and  11,  such  bequest  fails  m  regard 
under  Sections  io  to  those  persons  only  and  not  in  regard  to  the*  whole 
and  11.  class. 


13.  Where  a  bequest  is  void  by  reason  of  any  of  the  provisions  con- 

Bequest  to  take  jn  Sections  10  and  11,  any  bequest  contained 

egeot  on  failuro  of  in  the  same  will,  and  intended  to  take  effect  after  or 
prior  bequest.  upon  failure  of  such  prior  bequest,  is  also  void. 

14.  The  restrictions  contained  in  Sections,  6,  8,  10  and  12  shall  not 
apply  in  the  case  of  a  disposition  of  property  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  in  the  advancement  of  religion, 
knowledge!  commerce,  health,  safety  or  any  other 
object  beneficial  to  mankind. 

a  disposition  of  property  an  interst  therein  is  created 
for  the  benefit  of  a  person  not  then  living,  -  he 
acquires  upon  his  birth,  unless  a  contrary  intention 
appears  from  the  terms  of  the  disposition,  a  vested 
interest  although  he  may.  not  be  entitled  to  the 
enjoyment  thereof  immediately  on  his  death. 

16-  The  Government  may,  by  "notification  in  the  Government 
Power  to  exempt  <3‘aze^e»  exempt  any  class  or  community  of  persons 
from  operation  of  ^’ora  the  operation  of  the  provisions  of  the  Regula- 
the  Regulation.  tion. 


Disposition  in  per¬ 
petuity  for  benefit 
of  public. 

IS.  Where  on 

When  unborn  per¬ 
son  aoquiros  vested 
interest. 


Statement  of  Objects  and  Reasons. 


Hitherto  the  people  of  this  State  did  not  possess  the  power  to 
make  transfer  intervivos  or  by  will  for  the  benefit  of  persons  who  were 
not  in  existence  at  the  date  of  transfer  or  the  death  of  testator.  See 
for  c.  g.  the  latest  case  in  23  T,  L.  J.  1187.  So  far  as  British  India 
was  concerned,  such  persons  to  whom  the  Succession  Act  applied, 
obtained  the  right  to  make  such  disposition  by  the  Succession  Act  of 
1865  and  the  Transfer  of  Property  Act  1882.  Since  the  provisions 
relating  thereto  did  not  apply  to  Hindus,  the  transfers  and  bequests  Act 
of  1914,  the  Disposition  of  Property  Act,  1917  and  the  Madras  City 
Transfers  and  Bequests  Act  1921,  removed  the  restriction  as  regards 
that  community  also.  Since  the  existence  of  such  a  valuable  right  by 
the  people  of  this  State  also  is  very  desirable,  this  Bill  is  introduced  to 
give  effect  to  the  above  provisions  existing  in  British  India. 

G.  Nab  ay  an  a  Aiyab. 


Annexure  III. 

THE  TRAVANCOBE  HINDU  INHEBITANCE  (EEMOYAL 
OF  DISABILITIES)  BILL,  GIVEN  NOTICE  OF  BY 
.  Mb.  g.  naeayana  AIYAR,  MEMBEE,  SEI 
CHITBA  STATE  COUNCIL. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  to  amend  the  Hindu  Law  of  inheritance 
as  administered,  in  Travancore  relating  to  exclusion  from  inheritance 
of  certain  class  of  heirs  and  to  remove  certain  doubts ;  It  is  hereby 
enacted  as  follows  : — • 

1.  This  Eegulation  shall  be  called  the  Hindu  Inheritance  (Bemoval 
of  Disabilities)  Eegulation  of  Travancore  No,  of  HI  . 

2.  (a)  It  extends  to  the  whole  of  Travancore. 

(6)  It  shall  not  apply  to  any  person  governed  by  the  Dayabagha 
School  of  Hindu  Law. 

3.  It  shall  come  into  force  at  once. 

4.  Notwithstanding  any  rule  of  Hindu  Law  or  custom  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  no  person  governed  by  Hindu  Law,  other  than  a  person  who  is 
or  has  been  by  birth,  a  lunatic  or  idiot,  shall  be  excluded  from  in¬ 
heritance,  or  from  any  right  or  shave  in  joint  -family  property  by  reason 
only  of  a  disease,  deformity,  physical  or  mental  defect. 

5.  Nothing  contained  in  this  Eegulation  shall  affect  any  right 
which  has  accrued  or  any  liability  which  has  been  incurred  before  the 
commencement  of  this  Eegulation  or  shall  be  deemed  to  confer  upon 
any  person  any  right  in  respect  of  any  religious  office  or  service  or  of 
the  management  of  any  religious  or  charitable  trust  which  he  would 
not  have  had  if  this  Eegulation  had  not  been  passed. 

OBJECTS  AND  EEASONS  FOE  THE  BILL. 

The  Hindu  Law  as  administered  in  Travancore  Courts  excludes 
from  inheritance,  Hindus  suffering  from  certain  incurable  diseases.  In 
4  T.  L.  J.  4H  Their  Honours  the  Hon’ble  Judges  of  our  High  Court 
have  held  that  to  deprive  a  man  of  his  share  of  family  property  and  of 
inheritance  the  disease  must  be  of  a  virulent  and  aggravated  type  which 
is  regarded  as  incurable,  basing  their  decision  on  the  rulings  of  British 
Indian  Courts.  In  British  India  Act  XII  of  1928  (Hindu  Inheritance 
Eemoval  of  Disabilities  Act)  was  passed  subsequent  to  those  decisions 
excluding  only  lunatics  and  idiots  by  birth,  from  inheritance.  Incur¬ 
able  disease  is  not  a  disqualification  for  inheritance  amongst  other 
communities  in  Travancore.  The  ruling  above  referred  to  is  not  quite 
in  keeping  with  the  advanced  sentiments  of  the  .Hindu  community  in 
Travancore  also.  In  view  of  the  close  relationship  of  the  Hindus  of 
Travancore  with  their  brethren  in  British  India  in  all  their  rights  and 
customs  it  is  highly  necessary  to  have  a  similar  Eegulation  in  Travan¬ 
core.  The  Bill  is  therefore  introduced  on  the  lines  of  Act  XII  of  1928 
referred  to  above. 


G.  NAEAYANA  AIYAR, 
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